THE GRAVEYARD DATABASE


The Background

Since the foundation of St. John the Divine in 1866, burials have been carried out in our extensive chuchyard until very recently, the most recent being only ten years ago. We still inter ashes, following cremation, but these are not burials in the accepted sense, and they have not been included in the present survey. Leaving them aside, we have a total of 959 identifiable memorials, (including 75 with fragmentary information or none at all, which have been included because their sites appear on the Area Plans). Some of these are grave stones which cannot be read, because they lie face downwards and are too heavy to lift without special equipment. The majority of these graves contain more than one body, so that the total number of individuals with a complete record on these memorials is 1662. Some of these have probably been buried elsewhere, but are included in the list unless they are actually stated to be buried elsewhere. There are, of course, far more graves which have no associated memorial, because Horninglow has always had a large population of folk with very limited means, who could not afford the expense of a stone. Their names are to be found in the Register of Burials, which is kept in the Vestry, but we have no means of knowing exactly where they lie.

Why have we done the Survey?

There are two main reasons why we have undertaken the present survey. Firstly, we need accurate information of graves close to the church because we have plans to build a new Hall adjacent to the south side. If these plans come to fruition, it will inevitably involve the resiting of memorials in this area. In addition to this, any building will entail the construction of access roads, and an area for builders’ vehicles and constuction materials, adjacent to the building site. This area might later become a car park, for visitors to both the Church and the Hall, when building works are complete.

Secondly, there is a statutory requirement for the Churchwardens to keep a record of both burials and the associated memorials, so long as the churchyard is under our care. From time to time, we do get enquiries about the site of specific graves, especially from visitors from the Commonwealth, who have made the trip in order to trace their family roots.           Happily, we have been able to help some of these visitors, but we wish to make it easier to find memorials, when people arrive, armed with a name and a date of death. With the early census returns being now available on the Internet, there is a growing interest in tracing ancestors and in researching family trees. Gravestones are a valuable resource in providing information, provided that the information is readily accessible.

The Scheme of the Survey

In order to identify a specific memorial, they have all been given a serial number, known as the Grave Number. Adjacent to it is the Area in which it is found. The precise location of the memorial can then be found by referring to the relevant Area Map.
Where there are two or more individuals in a particular grave, their entries are identified by letters, (a,b,c etc) in the column to the right of the Grave Number. In some cases, there are five or more persons recorded on a single memorial, (though some of these may be buried elsewhere). The commonest pattern is for a husband and wife to be buried in the same grave, but children and siblings are often commemorated, and sometimes sons who died on active service in France or elsewhere. This last group have been identified with a special mark, (#), in the right hand ‘Relationship’column.

The War Graves
As many will know, the Graveyard contains a number of War Graves, most of which have memorials of the standard type supplied by the War Graves Commission. There are also a few from the early part of the Great War, which have conventional graves. Sadly, two of our War Graves were broken by vandals last year, but replacements are on order.

The Red and Blue Folders

The Red Folder is the basic reference, which lists all the memorials in the order of the 
Grave Number, starting with Area A, and working through to Area G. The Blue Folder gives the memorials listed by alphabetical order of the Surnames; for any given Surname, the Christian names are not in alphabetical order, but rather in the order of Grave Number. For the visitor who is searching for the location of a memorial, it is the Blue Folder which will be most helpful, provided that they have a full name and date of death.
Both folders contain a full set of Area Maps, preceded by the map showing the Key to the Areas. With these, it should be possible to locate any memorial.

Possible Difficulties

The Red and Blue Folders will be kept in the Vestry, where they can be consulted when the church is open. At other times, access will depend on contacting one of the key holders, which include the Clergy, the Verger, the Churchwardens and certain others.
Relevant telephone numbers can be found on the Bulletin, and also in the Magazine.

As we all know, much of the Graveyard gets overgrown in the summer, and this can make location difficult, especially in the case of headstones which have been laid flat.
Recently, we have made great efforts to mow the whole area, with the help of the day-release prisoners from Sudbury, but there will still be times when foliage is rampant.

The folders must remain in the Church at all times, but if you remove an area map for reference please ensure that it is put back in its correct place. If maps are lost, then the Folders will rapidly become unusable. 

If you encounter problems, please do not hesitate to contact me, either in Church or by telephone.

Adam Johns
 (Peoples’ Warden)
HOW TO USE THE FOLDERS IN THE VESTRY




Finding a Grave:

You can find a specific grave, using the Blue Folder, provided that you have the following information:

	Name,  including Surname and Christian Name(s)
	Date of Death

The procedure is as follows:

	Look up the Surname in the alphabetical list, (pages 1-28)

Find the relevant Christian name, and check that it matches the date of death.
Note the Area, and also the Grave Number.
Turn to the Map Section, which follows the alphabetical list.
Consult the Key to Areas, (page 30), to locate the area of search.
Consult the relevant Area Map in the following pages to locate the Grave Number.
Armed with this information, you should be able to find the Grave.

Pleases Note the following points:

	Although Surnames are in strict alphabetical order, Christian Names are not, (being listed in the order of the Grave Numbers).

When consulting the Area Map, you can orientate the map by reference to the paths and boundaries, as shown in the Key to Areas
To follow the sequence of Grave Numbers, you may have to look at the adjacent Area Map, (particularly in Areas G1 and G2). 
	#  This mark, in the right hand column, denotes the memorial of a son killed abroad on active service, but not buried here.
Remember that many memorials are laid flat, and may be hidden when the grass is long.
	Please do not remove leaves from the Blue Folder.
	Please return the Blue Folder to the Vestry or to a Church Officer on completion of your search.



If you have problems finding a Grave, please contact MR. JOHNS (Tel. 01283 812894), for assistance.


