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“Church  Services”

April 3rd 11.00am Morning Worship

April 17th 10.30am Holy Communion

“Sidesman”

April 3rd 11.00am Mary Wright

April 17th 11.00am Philip & Chris Jones

Flowers Alison Greenwood

Church Bells

The new reconditioned six bells are now in and ringing thanks to all the Fund Raising
of Andrew Gordon and Andrew Pooler. Andrew Gordon has managed to cajole 
Trusts, individuals etc. and we will be getting a further two bells. These are being 
cast by John Taylors of Loughborough and on 24th March Andrew Gordon organised 
a coach to Loughborough to see the bells being cast. 
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Below are two photos the first showing the Bell Castings in the sand and the second 
the molten metal being poured into the casts more pictures will be put up in Church 
for anyone interested.

“IF anyone wants to put something in the “News Letter”, if possible, it would 
be much appreciated if they send it before the last week of the month. It would 
also help if this could be emailed rather than a hand delivered note”  Thanks

Kemberton  News

Kemberton Parish Council News

Website:   https://www.hugofox.com/community/kemberton-parish-council-
13421/about-us

Residents of the village received information about a proposed solar farm on 25 th 
February. The Parish Council had not received prior notification of this. A 
consultation event was held in the Village Hall on 3rd March, after which the Parish 
Council sought the views of villagers who attended. The overwhelming response 
from residents was against the development with villagers commenting on the 
infringement on greenbelt land, the loss of good arable land, the infill of land beyond 
the industrial development at Halesfield among many other concerns. It was felt that 
there must be more appropriate sites. 

Subsequent to the Parish Council meeting there was an open meeting held in the 
Village Hall on the 17th March. There were 41 villagers in attendance. Mr Philip 
Jones said that a survey of villager’s opinion on the Solar Farm had been sort and of 
the 103 households in the Village replies from 81 had been obtained of which 6 
people were in favour 129 against and 11 have abstained. Therefore, a clear 
majority objecting. Mr Simon Crothall then gave a detailed and informative 
presentation on the complexities involved in objecting. Objections have got to be on 
the grounds of Green Belt, visual impact and loss of agricultural land. It was also 
discussed on the use of a Lawyer to look at the Planning Application when lodged to 
highlight which areas the village should direct their objections. 

A sub committee has been set up to organise the way forward this met on the 21st 
March and it was agreed :

 A Fighting Fund, villagers be asked for donations to cover legal costs etc. 
These can be paid directly by BACs to Lloyds Bank Kemberton Parish Council
Sort Code 30 18 55 Account Number 07687902 or by cheque made payable 
to Kemberton Parish Council and given to any of the Parish Councillors 
namely Martyn Bidgood, Mark Lea, Mary Wright, Giles Greenwood, Angela 
Blount, James Rennison or Philip Jones.
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 A banner being placed at the bottom of Hall Lane wording to be finalised but 
in the nature of “Stop Kemberton Solar Farm” and directing them to a Web 
site to post opposition.

 A web site to enable people to sign a ‘petition’.

 Email villagers when the Planning Application is received by Shropshire 
Council with guidance notes on how objections are to be worded.

As elected representatives, the Parish Council will lead any objections to the 
proposed development and to this effect a working group will be established. The 
Working Group will look at the issue and frame responses to requests for Planning 
Permission.  Residents will be able to register any views they have on plans and to 
this effect a meeting for all villagers has been called for Thursday 17th March. It was 
recognised that external expertise may be required to support any arguments put 
forward. As a first step it was agreed to subscribe as a member of the Campaign to 
Protect Rural England (CPRE) and, in principle, to subscribe to the Solar Campaign 
Alliance.

A Hog Roast Event to celebrate the Queen's Platinum Jubilee has been planned for 
Saturday 4th June. The Village Hall and the Parish Council have both agreed to 
subsidise this village event. Following a delayed response from the County Council 
and the possible additional demands on Parish Council funds it was agreed to delay 
the installation of the new gateway in Hall Lane.

Despite the work carried out to improve the safety of Kemberton Junction, a further 
serious accident occurred on 3rd March. County Councillor Richard Marshall will 
contact the Police and Crime Commissioner to ensure speed checks are carried out 
at the site. 

Once again concern has been expressed about the condition of many of the roads 
leading out of the village. Again, the Parish Council will be contacting the County 
Council to ask for work to be carried out in Field Lane, on Grindle Road and on Mill 
Lane leading towards Evelith. 

The Parish Council has been informed about two future road closures. On 18th April 
Mill Lane will be closed and between 18th and 20th July the A442 will be closed 
between Sutton Maddock and Norton.

It appears the discharge of water from a property in Mill Lane onto the highway is 
again causing a problem. The Parish Council continues to try to resolve this issue.

The Next Meeting will be Wednesday 11th May  2022 at Kemberton Village Hall, 
7.30pm.

The Annual Village Meeting will take place at 7pm, also on 11 th May 2022 at 
Kemberton Village Hall. 

VILLAGE HALL

The refurbishment of the Village Hall is now complete with the new floorcovering now
in place following the recent re-decoration. It has made a big difference to the interior
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of the Hall which now looks better than it has for some time.
The winner of the 50 Club draw for March was No 23 held by Alison Greenwood.

VILLAGE PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS

Plans for the village Platinum Jubilee celebrations are now under way. The Hog 
Roast has been booked and other things are in hand. See below for interim details. 
Full details will be published in next month’s Newsletter along with how to obtain 
tickets. 

Date:  Saturday 4th June 2022

Location:  Kemberton Village Hall

Time:     11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Admission:   Free to all Village residents.   £5 for non-residents aged 10 and over.  
Under 10's free.

Activities:    Hog Roast,  Children's Fancy Dress, Games and Displays etc.

Please make sure you have the date in your diary.

Kemberton WI

Our next meeting is on Thursday 7th April, 7.30pm at the Village Hall.  Our speaker 
will be 
Karen Hartnell-Beavis with her talk  ‘Let’s Talk About Food’.  She will tell us about 
the history and myths about food and how to eat best for health and the planet.

Subscriptions for the next year are due in April and the cost will be £34 this year 
(thanks to a
discount) so please bring along your cheques made payable to Kemberton WI.

We will also be collecting the payment of £15 for the trip to Wollerton Old Hall which 
is taking place on Wednesday 11th May.

We look forward to seeing you, and of course new members are always welcome.

President:  Denise Bidgood 586855

FROM  THE  RECTORY

''Wheat that springeth green''

Dear friends

Easter Sunday is on 17th April this year.  It's maybe a surprising name for a 
Christian Church festival, as it is reckoned that '' Easter'' comes from Oestre, 
the Saxon goddess of fertility, whose activity in spring was encouraged and 
celebrated after the dark and cold of winter.

Most other countries use the original Greek word Pascha referring to the 
annual Jewish Passover festival when Jesus died and rose again 
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There is another suggestion that Easter derives from 'east' and is linked to 
sun-rise symbolising a new day and a fresh start with the resurrection of Jesus. The 
gospel story begins with the words
''very early in the morning while it was still dark the women went to the tomb of Jesus

and found the tomb empty and Jesus body gone''.
Some churches celebrate Easter with an early outdoors service. Church buildings 
and graves traditionally face east as a symbol of looking to the day of resurrection.

There is a nice parallel between resurrection and spring
 and churches are usually decorated with spring flowers to represent new life.

Most Easter hymns focus on the resurrection of Jesus as the triumphant 
conqueror of death eg Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son
But one hymn uses the picture of spring to illustrate Jesus resurrection

Now the green blade riseth, from the buried grain
Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
Love lives again, that with the dead has been:

Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.

In the grave they laid Him, Love who had been slain,
Thinking that He never would awake again,

Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen:
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.

Forth He came at Easter, like the risen grain,
Jesus who for three days in the grave had lain;

Quick from the dead the risen One is seen:
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.

It's a good picture for us who live in the countryside, and who see new life in 
our fields and gardens. It can lead us to thoughts beyond what we see

Wishing you a joyful Eastertide                        Keith Hodson

CHURCH  NEWS

Lent lunches continue on  Thursdays in Trinity Church Hall Shifnal  at 12.00 noon
The Six Parishes are providing and serving soup on 7th  April  - followed by the 
Churches Together in the Shifnal District AGM.

Our churches are open again after the Covid lockdown and also after the New Year 
thefts and vandalism in other local churches. Badger Church is short of volunteers 
in the weekly rota to open and close the church. If any Badger residents are willing to
help once a week please contact Revd Keith Hodson   01952 750774  or  
keithhodson@talk21.com 

5

mailto:keithhodson@talk21.com


Services for Holy Week and Easter Sunday are shown on the April Services table

PRAYER OF THE MONTH  ( verses from an Easter Hymn)

Jesus lives : for us he died; then alone to Jesus living,
Pure in heart may we abide, Glory to our Saviour giving.

Jesus lives : our hearts know well naught from us his love shall sever;
Life, nor death, nor powers of hell tear us from his keeping ever.
Hallelujah.  AMEN

BAPTISMS         

Congratulations to Oscar Todd Morgan  son of  Stewart  and  Gemma who was 
baptised at  Sutton Maddock Church  on  20th March

WEDDINGS

None

CONDOLENCES 

None

Understanding Dementia

From Tommy Bingham, living with dementia; “When the person with dementia finds 
their mental abilities are declining they’re likely to grow anxious, stressed and 
scared. They may be aware of getting increasing clumsiness and inability to 
remember things, and this is very frustrating and upsetting for us. So reassure them, 
be calm, and most of all remember to smile - you’ll have a happy visit.”

If you’d like to understand more about dementia by listening to people with dementia,
go to  www.dementiadiaries.org                                                                                    

John Webb six parishes co-ordination.
                                                                                                                                       

Thank you.
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APRIL SERVICES

 Badger  Beckbury   Ryton Kemberton Stockton    Sutton     
   Maddock

APRIL 3 9.30am
Matins

11am 
Morning
Worship

          10
PALM

9.30am
Communion

11am
Communion

Good  15
Friday 

1pm
Devotional

. . . . .

          17
EASTER

9.30am 
Communion

10.30am 
Communion

11.15am 
Communion

          24 9.30am 
Communion

11am
Morning  
Worship
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