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Rota of Services in the 6 Parishes - August 2015 

Sunday 

Badger Beckbury Ryton Kemberton Stockton Sutton 

Maddock 

2015 

August 2nd  

9.30am 

Communion 

KH  (trad) 

    11am 

Communion 

KH  (new) 

 

August 9th  

 9.30am 

Communion 

KH  (trad)  

 11am 

Communion 

KH  (new) 

  

 

August 16th   

9.30am 

Matins 

LT 

    11am 

Matins 

TD 

 

August 23rd   

 

 

 

 

 5.30pm 

Evening 

Worship  

KH 

9.30am 

Communion 

KH  (trad) 

 11am 

Communion 

KH  (new) 

 

 

August 30th  

 

 

9.30 

Communion 

KH  (new) 

 

 

 

11am 

Morning 

Worship 

KH 

 6.30pm 

Evening 

Worship  

KH 

 

 KH - Revd Keith Hodson;                     TD - Tina Dalton;                       LT - Local Team;       
 

 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE MONTH 

We pray, O Lord, for all those on holiday and those who travel 

that they may be kept safe on roads, at sea and in the air, 

and may be refreshed in their time away; in Jesus’ name.               Amen                                                                                                                 

 

 

Next Newsletter 

Contributions for next month’s newsletter to either – 

David Tooth at Havenside, Beckbury – 01952 750324.  Email - david.tooth2@btinternet.com 

Or Ruth Ferguson at Tarltons, Beckbury – 01952 750267 not later than 14th of this month, please. 

 

 

mailto:keithhodson@talk21.com


 

FROM THE RECTORY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear friends, 

 

One of our visiting organists who plays for us at some services showed his great talent for improvisation.  

At a wedding some years ago the groom was a gamekeeper and in the music he played before the service 

and during the signing of the registers, we heard the English folk tune The Lincolnshire Poacher!  At a 

couple of funerals in recent months, when he learned from the tributes that gardening was a passion of the 

people who had died, he played In an English Country Garden as we made our way out of church! 

 

This reminded me of the verse by Dorothy Frances Gurney seen on stone ornaments found in some people’s 

gardens: 

 

The kiss of the sun for pardon.  The song of the birds for mirth. 

You’re closer to God’s heart in a garden than any place on earth. 

 

It may be that one or two of you have this very verse in your gardens or have at least seen in in others.  It 

conjures up that idyll of a peaceful sunny garden full of sweetly scented roses and summer flowers, with a 

perfectly cut lawn, a fountain quietly splashing in the pond, and tea and cake served on the garden table. 

 

Of course, it isn’t like that in reality.  There’s moss in the lawn; greenfly on the roses; slugs lurking under 

the leaves of the border; it’s about to rain.  And you have the grandchildren to look after and they want to 

play games which might ruin your flowers; plus the neighbours are out in their garden cutting the grass with 

a noisy mower or listening to their music……… 

 

Since Adam ate the apple in the idyllic Garden of Eden, I think God’s heart has gone out to Adam and Eve’s 

descendants out in the world we now live in.  We can find God, not taking his leisure in some mythical sunny 

spot, but with those who are struggling and in need.  The Good Friday story shows God unexpectedly at the 

cross “in Christ reconciling the world to himself”. 

 

If we like the Garden image for a setting for God’s presence then the bible offers the Garden of Gethsemane 

in the Maundy Thursday Story and the garden of Joseph of Arimathea in the Easter Sunday story as truer 

settings for God’s presence and activity. 

 

While we all enjoy our gardens, let’s not mistakenly identify them as the setting for God’s presence.  In my 

garden I think more about the ‘curse of Adam’ “in toil shall you eat of it; thorns and thistles it shall bring 

forth” Genesis chapter 3 (and you add your own list of perennial weeds and garden pests in that verse!) 

 

 

 

Happy Gardening                                                                                                                          Keith Hodson 

 

 

 



DIARY DATES FOR August 

Every Monday to Friday             Oasis Christion Shop in Shifnal open 11am – 3pm 

Every Saturday                            Oasis Christion Shop in Shifnal open 11am – 1pm 

 

Wednesday 5th                  10am    Prayers on Wednesday 

Tuesday 11th                     12pm    Friendship Club Lunch in the Garden at 

Havenside 

Wednesday 19th                10am    Prayers on Wednesday 

Tuesday 25th                10.30am    Garden Coffee Morning at Ryton House 

                                                         with Shifnal Flower Club 

  

 

BAPTISMS 

 

Congratulations to Bertie Weir, son of Will and Fiona, 

who was baptized on 19th July 2015 at Stockton Church. 

 

 

 

WEDDINGS 

 

Congratulations to Darrell de Blaby and Dyane Jackson who were married 

on 28th June 2015 at Sutton Maddock Church. 

 

Congratulations to Tim Kinnersley and Sarah Bloomer who were married 

on 4th July 2015 at Badger Church. 

 

Congratulations to Simon Wiley and Faye Jones who were married 

on 11th July 2015 at Sutton Maddock Church. 

 

Congratulations to Peter Goss and Ruth Keeling who were married 

on 18th July 2015 at Beckbury Church. 

 

 

CONDOLENCES 

 

We extend our sympathies to the family of the late Jim Sivill, aged 67, of Sutton Hill 

whose ashes were interred on 14th July 2015 at Sutton Maddock Church. 

 

We also extend our sympathies to the family of the late Lily Higginson, aged 91, of Madeley 

whose ashes were interred on 22nd July 2015 at Sutton Maddock Church 

 

HELP  WANTED 

 

We are still urgently looking for some help with delivering newsletters in the area from Brook Farm to The 

Square once a month.  If you are able to help, even if you can only do part of this round, we would be most 

grateful. 

 

Please contact Beryl or David on 01952 750324 if you feel you could spare an hour once a month, and 

remember as a bonus the walk will help to improve your fitness. 
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BECKBURY SUNG EVENSONG 

 

Sung Evensong with the Six Parishes Choir is always a happy occasion, but this year it was a particularly 

pleasant affair.  For when the service took place at Beckbury on 12th July, at the organ was Mr John 

Ramsbotton. 

 

John lives in East Anglia now, but he is originally from this area, and his connection with Beckbury Church 

goes back to the year 1980.  Philip Johnson was organist here then, but a car accident had put him out of 

commission, so much so that he never actually resumed his post.  It is at this point John comes into the 

picture, for he stood in as organist for some weeks.  But when John went up to college that October, outside 

help had to be called in, with the organist and his assistant at Worfield Church covering the services.  This 

was but the start of John’s involvement however, for the college course proved not to satisfy his needs, and 

he soon returned as organist and played here until work took him out of the area in 1984.  The PCC were so 

delighted to have had his services that they had a collection and bought John a leaving present. 

 

John has family and friends still living in the area, and he comes over to visit them from time to time, so it’s 

quite possible we may see John again at the organ in the not-too-distant future. 

 

 

 

 

SIX PARISHES FRIENDSHIP CLUB 

T on the lawn with Richard and Janet Solari was announced with a large capital T and how right that was, 

with our hosts making us most welcome.  Our afternoon started with Richard taking us to some nearby fields 

to explain crop rotation theories and the difference between early and main crop potatoes, also the importance 

of correct watering techniques, this in itself aroused quite a few questions.  We then moved on to wheat and 

its importance to a farm, next we came to barley and whilst we had the difference explained to us several 

times, some of us still managed to get them mixed up.  Finally we came to peas which we see as a crop, but 

on a farm has many other uses and I must admit this one always defeats me, but as many members cheerfully 

chomped away I felt I was not alone on this one. 

 

And so back to the lovely garden, the early morning rain clouds had disappeared and we were soon seated 

outside around tables laden with food.  After the goodies disappeared so the talk turned to the Beckbury of 

long age, to chapels once worshipped in down the Ryton Road and that have now disappeared for ever, to 

more hilarious stories of the past. 

 

At the end of the afternoon Richard and Janet were given our heartfelt thanks for a very pleasant visit. 

 

Our next meeting on 11th August will be at Havenside, Beckbury for a bring and share lunch starting at 12 

noon, and will include a bring and buy afternoon to raise funds for our club.  Any small gifts that anyone 

may have tucked away would be most appreciated, and visitors are very welcome, the meeting goes on to 

around 4 pm. 

 

Can we remind members that on 8th September we are going to Llandudno for our postponed trip, the cost 

is £10.00 and should be paid at our August meeting.  There are a few spare seats on the coach and visitors 

are most welcome to come and join us for the day. 
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KNIT, STITCH AND CHAT 

 

Calling all knitters and sewers and even those who can’t! 

Is anyone interested in joining a knit, stitch and chat? 

The idea is that we would get together to share ideas, 

develop skills and have a chat. 

 

The first meeting of the group would be on Monday 21st 

September, 7pm – 9pm. 

 

If you want to come along to the meeting please ring Diane 

Rawstorne, 01952 750208 for details. 

 

 

 

BECKBURY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

The council met on Wednesday 1st July. 

 

The actions arising from the Parish Plan were reviewed again.  The date for the proposed village litter pick 

was changed to Sunday 13th September starting at 10.30am.  The Community Shop Group are making good 

progress with a positive meeting held on 10th June to report on the results of the questionnaire and an AGM 

set up for 8th July.  Heather Thomas reported that she had been in contact with Shropshire Council to discuss 

the use of the mobile library service which visits Beckbury every other Friday morning. 

 

Carl Steventon reported that Tuesday evening football practice was being played regularly on the playing 

field and that there were two matches organized during the following week. 

 

After discussing the expenditure on the allotments over the last year the Council decided to increase the rent 

from the start of the next financial year. 

 

The Council noted that Badger Road was to be closed from 9.7.15 for eight days for major road repairs. 

 

 

BECKBURY LITTER PICK 

Living in Beckbury we are fortunate that we do not have a significant litter problem.  When we did the Parish 

Plan questionnaire in 2013 a large majority of the parishioners agreed with this and the small amount of litter 

we do see is usually from people throwing litter from moving vehicles.  Many of us also pick up litter as a 

routine whilst walking around the area. 

 

Several respondents to the parish questionnaire suggested an organized regular village litter pick and this 

has recently been successfully tried in Ryton.  Beckbury Parish Council have decided to give this a go and 

have picked Sunday 13th September, this being a week after the Beckbury Show when we host a large number 

of visitors to the village.  The plan is to assemble at the village hall at 10.30am, please come and help, every-

one is welcome.  You should bring a large plastic bag and we recommend wearing gloves, and we will walk 

the village and the 5 routes out of the village to the parish boundary.  Hopefully, if enough people help we 

can share out the routes and it will not take too long. 

 

So please put 13th September, 10.30am on your calendar. 
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GARDENERS’ TIPS 

The most important thing this month is to enjoy your garden, heady scents, glorious colours, an abundance 

of fruits and vegetables and, hopefully, more sunshine.  What could be more enjoyable and satisfying than 

surveying the results of your hard work throughout the year? 

 

Remember to water and feed your plants regularly, especially those in hanging baskets, pots or containers 

as well as climbers and roses growing against a sunny wall.  Many a plant will not recover from a drought, 

so water regularly and do not resort to feast and famine. 

 

Water hydrangeas with hydrangea colourant for true blue hydrangeas next year. 

 

Veg patches should be bursting with veg at this time of the year, so make the most of it and freeze your 

excess beans and peas.  Best results come from putting your peas and beans into boiling water for two 

minutes before transferring straight to a bowl of iced water.  Once cooled, freeze to enjoy during the winter 

months. 

Mark, the country gardener  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- 6 – 

 



 
 

 

  



SHIFNAL AREA CRIME REPORT 

 

Beware of Fuel Thieves - Recently a quantity of empty 25 litre drums were discovered hidden behind a 

hedge in the Beckbury area.  This is an M.O. of the fuel thieves where they stash the drums ready for milking 

fuel from tractors, irrigation pumps etc.   Please be on your guard. 

 

Action Fraud – Fraudsters are targeting individuals who have recently expressed an interest in an online 

loan.  Unsolicited calls are made by fraudsters who appear to be calling from a genuine company.  They state 

that the recently applied for loan has been agreed, but an “advance fee” is required before the money can be 

transferred. 

 

Once these “fees” have been paid, either directly to the fraudsters’ bank accounts or through a money service 

bureau, they are unrecoverable.  In many cases, fraudsters have been asked for multiple upfront “fees” to 

address issues arising with the loan. 

 

Protect yourself: 

 Authentic credit companies do not charge fees in advance. 

 Be wary of anyone calling who says they represent a credit company. 

 Report any instances of a credit company attempting to request fees in advance of a loan to the 

Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) 

 

If you believe that you have been a victim of fraud you can report it online  

http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/ report_fraud or by telephone 0800 123 2040. 

 

Scam Warnings – West Mercia Police are encouraging people to be vigilant following a spate of attempted 

courier fraud incidents in Shropshire.  Several incidents have been reported recently, with the majority in the 

Bridgnorth and Shrewsbury areas.  Offenders are calling victims pretending to be from the police.  They will 

state that the victim’s bank cards have been used fraudulently, and then ask them to contact their bank.  The 

fraudsters then stay on the line, in order to obtain bank details before sending a courier to collect the bank 

card, and use to obtain cash. 

 

Police are offering the following advice: 

 If you receive a call like this, please hang up immediately and call 101 from a different phone.  If 

there is a crime in progress, please call 999 

 Remember the police and bank would never ask for your PIN or send a courier to collect your card 

 Please share this message with any elderly friends and relatives 

 

Don’t fall victim to tax scam! 

Staffordshire Police are warning residents not to fall victim to a scam where a call is made claiming you are 

owed cash from the bank due to them over-charging you but you will have to pay tax to receive it.  The 

warning comes after a woman in Stoke-on-Trent was targeted recently.  Fortunately she was suspicious and 

no cash was handed over.  The caller claimed they were from a government department, the claims regulation 

management department, and had the woman’s name and address.  They told her that in order to claim the 

money back she needed to pay them and stated they would send a man round to collect payment 

 

Please be alert and warn any elderly family members and friends of this scam. 
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CHURCHES TOGETHER IN SHIFNAL AND DISTRICT 

 

The Pentecost Picnic at St Andrew’s Shifnal in which Churches Together took part (and made the tea!) 

proved a really good afternoon and hopefully something to work on for the future, with maybe more of us 

being inspired to take part. 

 

And ‘taking part’ is something which we need to encourage to grow Churches Together in Shifnal and 

District because we are not just a group, the very name includes all of who are involved in our churches.  

During the summer, can we all think of ways – and that includes me most of all – to work and have fun 

together, to serve our communities and really help make a difference.  We do need more of us with all our 

ideas to be active and support the relatively small group soldiering on to hold things together. 

 

Which brings me to Oasis.  Our drop in centre in the town is a wonderful opportunity to, again, tell our 

Christian story and welcome everyone from everywhere.  But it is not realizing its potential and given that 

and recent problems with flooded premises, we can’t carry on just patching bits up here and there without 

feeling that it is working and growing.  My thanks as ever to those who are hanging in there and a plea to 

the rest of us to support with ideas and action where possible. 

 

So watch out for news of autumn happenings.  Until then, have a lovely summer when I hope we’ll still catch 

up now and again. 

Shirley, Chairman CTISD 

 

 

 

ALBRIGHTON MEDICAL PRACTICE 

 

Named GP - With effect from April 2015 practices are required to allocate a named GP to all of their patients 

and to inform them accordingly.  For administrative purposes, the named GP for our patients will be the 

usual GP seen.  For newly registering patients this will be the GP they are registered to.  This does not 

prevent you from seeing any GP within the practice as you currently do, neither does it change the GP you 

normally see. 

 

Patient Participation Group – Albrighton Patient Group continues to seek new members.  The Group tries 

to represent the views of the practice population as a whole and so has a role in shaping changes and 

improvements to the services delivered by the Practice.  Bi-monthly meetings are held at the Practice where 

any views or suggestions from any of our patients can be discussed.  All patients are welcome to attend any 

of these meetings.  Please feel free to drop into one of the meetings either to observe or to bring any 

suggestions. 

 

HELP   WANTED 

 

We are still urgently looking for some help with delivering newsletters in the area from Brook Farm to the 

Square once a month.  If you are able to help, even if you can only do part of this round, we would be most 

grateful. 

 

Please contact Beryl or David on 01952 750324 if you feel you could spare an hour once a month, and 

remember as a bonus the walk will help to improve your fitness. 
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