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Rota of Services in the 6 Parishes - July 2015 

Sunday 

Badger Beckbury Ryton Kemberton Stockton Sutton 

Maddock 

2015 

July 5 

9.30am 

Communion

KH  (trad) 

   11am 

Morning 

Worship 

LT 

 11am 

Communion 

KH  (trad) 

 

July 12th  

 5.30pm 

Sung 

Evensong 

KH 

9.30am 

Communion 

KH  (new) 

11am 

Communion 

KH   (new) 

  

 

July 19th  

 

 

 

 

9.30am 

Matins 

TD 

9.30am 

Communion

KH   (trad) 

 6.30pm 

Evensong 

KH 

 11am 

Morning 

Worship 

KH 

 

July 26th  

 

 

9.30am 

Matins 

KH 

9.30am 

Morning 

Worship  LT 

8.15am 

Communion 

KH  (trad) 

11am 

Communion 

KH   (new) 

6.30pm 

Evensong 

KH 

 

 KH - Revd Keith Hodson;                     TD - Tina Dalton;                       LT - Local Team;       
 

 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE MONTH 

Faithful Lord, whose steadfast love never ceases 

and whose mercies never come to an end: 

grant us the grace to trust you and to receive the gifts of your love 

new every morning in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
                                                                                                                             Amen 

 

Next Newsletter 

Contributions for next month’s newsletter to either – 

David Tooth at Havenside, Beckbury – 01952 750324.  Email - david.tooth2@btinternet.com 

Or Ruth Ferguson at Tarltons, Beckbury – 01952 750267 not later than 14th of this month, please. 
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FROM THE RECTORY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear friends, 

 

In this summer month of July we have five weddings across our six churches and in the whole of 2015 we 

will have had seventeen ceremonies, including some at Ryton and Badger, where there have been few 

weddings in recent years. 

 

Morning services are rare nowadays with most couples choosing around 1pm for their ceremony.  I guess 

that this nicely allows for the family to get ready and for guests to travel during the morning. 

 

The choice of music at weddings varies a lot from traditional Wagner’s Bridal March ‘in’ and Mendelssohn’s 

Wedding March ‘out’ to the couples own choice of their favourite songs.  Hymns have also changed since 

the days of versions of the 23rd Psalm and ‘Love Divine’ were a default choice. 

 

The traditional procession of bride and father followed by bridesmaids sometimes still takes place, but often 

the bridesmaids come in before the bride or some precede while some follow.  When couples ask me “what 

normally happens?” I can only say that there is “no normal” anymore but rather a variety of options. 

 

Another change is with the bestman, who may nowadays be with a “groomsman”.  I did one service where 

we had three “bestmen” and a fourth person with the rings!  I guess the groom did not want to fall out with 

his mates, so chose them all. 

 

One feature that has changed little is throwing confetti on the couple at the church gate.  This is an old 

tradition dating from the middle ages in Italian carnivals when fruit and sweets were thrown (the Italian word 

for sweet is confetti linked to our word confectionery).  Sometimes egg shells were filled with perfumes and 

thrown but this was banned when some started throwing rotten eggs! 

 

In 1875 an Italian businessman from Milan begun selling paper confetti for the carnival and parade collecting 

the small punched paper disks that were left from the production of holed sheets used by the silkworm 

breeders as cage bedding.  The new paper confetti was well received by the costumiers, being less harmful, 

funnier and cheaper than the alternatives, and its use soon caught on.  We still have paper confetti today but 

sometimes dried flower petals.  One local producer advertises “we grow; you throw”. 

 

We try to accommodate couples’ requests as much as we can.  The vows however (“the contractual words”) 

cannot be changed.  The only choice is whether the bride wishes to say “obey”, and very very few girls make 

that choice now!! 

 

 

 

With best wishes                                                                                                                        Keith Hodson 

 

 

 



DIARY DATES FOR July 

Every Monday to Friday             Oasis Christion Shop in Shifnal open 11am – 3pm 

Every Saturday                            Oasis Christion Shop in Shifnal open 11am – 1pm 

 

Wednesday 1st                  10am    Prayers on Wednesday 

Wednesday 1st              7.30pm    Beckbury Parish Council meet in Beckbury 

                                                        Village Hall 

Friday 3rd                       7.30pm   Summertime Concert at Sutton Maddock Church 

Wednesday 8th               7.30pm   Beckbury Community Shop AGM in Village Hall 

Sunday 12th                    5.30pm   Sung Evensong at Beckbury Church 

Tuesday 14th                   1.50pm   Friendship Club T on the Lawn 

                                                          meet at Beckbury Church 

Tuesday 14th                                  Beckbury Acorns Nursery Farewell Party 

Wednesday 15th                10am    Prayers on Wednesday 

Wednesday 15th             7.30pm    Revd Mary Wade to be inducted at Albrighton 

Tuesday 28th                  7.30pm    Shifnal Flower Club visit to Arley Arboretum 

  

 

CHURCH NEWS  

 

On Friday evening 7.30pm Sutton Maddock Church welcome back the Darby Singers with their musical 

director Robyn Davies for a SUMMERTIME CONCERT.  Tickets £8.00 Adults, Under 16’s £2.00, 

including refreshments. 

 

The evening service at Beckbury 5.30pm 12th July is a 1662 prayer book sung evensong with the Six Parishes 

Choir singing parts of the service. 

 

In the services rota in these newsletters, services called ‘matins’ and ‘evensong’ use the 1662 Prayer Book 

with traditional language.  ‘Morning Worship’ and ‘Evening Worship’ have modern language using the 

green and blue booklets in church. 

 

Revd Charlotte Cheshire was made priest by the Bishop of Shrewsbury at a special ordination service at 

Shifnal Church on 20th June, having served her first year as deacon at St Andrew’s Shifnal, where she 

continues as curate. 

 

Revd Rich Cresswell is the new curate at Lilleshall and Muxton, and the deanery synod will have the 

opportunity to welcome him to the deanery at their meeting at St John’s Muxton on Wednesday 8th July. 

 

Revd Mary Wade will be made the vicar of Albrighton. Boningale and Donington in the special service 

7.30pm Wednesday 15th July at St Mary’s Albrighton.  The Bishop of Shrewsbury will be leading the service. 

 

 

BAPTISMS 

 

Congratulations to Wilfred Holt, son of Chris and Katie (nee Burslem) 

who was baptised on 7th June 2015 at Kemberton Church. 

 

Congratulations also to Evie Rose Waterworth, daughter of Derek and Laura, 

who was baptised on 7th June 2015 at Badger Church. 

 

Also congratulations to Aaron Morris, son of James and Gemma, 

who was baptised on 14th June 2015 at Sutton Maddock Church. 

 

- 3 -  



WEDDINGS 

 

Congratulations to Craig Williams and Siobhan O’Callaghan who were married on 

30th May 2015 at Sutton Maddock Church. 

 

Congratulations also to David and Caroline Evans who renewed their wedding vows on their 

21st wedding anniversary 6th June 2015 at Beckbury Church. 

 

 

 

CONDOLENCES 

 

We extend our sympathies to the family of the late Dorothy Whalley (nee Piggott), aged 101, 

of Wellington (formerly of Beckbury) whose ashes were interred on 26th May 2015 at Beckbury Church. 

 

We also extend our sympathies to the family of the late Hilda Farmer, aged 98, of Shifnal (formerly of 

Norton) whose service was held on 1st June 2015 at Shrewsbury Crematorium. 

 

We extend our sympathies also to the family of the late Bob Northwood, aged 90, formerly of Beckbury, 

whose service was held on 3rd June 2015 at Telford Crematorium. 

 

We also extend our sympathies to the family of the late Amy Smith (nee Plant), aged 86 of Albrighton 

(formerly of Beckbury) whose service was held on 17th June 2015 at St Mary’s Albrighton. 

 

SIX PARISHES FRIENDSHIP CLUB 

Our June meeting was an afternoon of Bingo led by Alison Speke who ran the afternoon in her own 

inimitable way, with more devious ways of line scoring than I, for one, had ever heard of. 

 

The knee operation for yours truly had been postponed to a later date due to a bout of bronchitis so amongst 

some friendly booing (I hope) we were not able to go to Llandudno as previously arranged. 

 

Our next meeting on Tuesday 14th July will be T on the Lawn at the home of Richard and Janet Solari, when 

everyone brings food to share.  Cars leave the church at 1.50pm, in the event of rain our meeting will take 

place in Beckbury Village Hall. 

 

BECKBURY ACORNS NURSERY 

As some of you may be aware it is soon to be the end of an era for us here at Beckbury Acorns, as from 16th 

July Beckbury Acorns Nursery will be closing its doors for the last time.  In September the early years 

provision in Beckbury will be provided by a new Early Years Unit that will be a fully integrated part of 

Beckbury School. 

 

To mark the end of the nursery we felt it would be fitting to hold a party for all those who have been involved 

in the nursery over the years, along with our current children and parents.  We will be holding this party on 

Tuesday 14th July.  Full details/timings will be available nearer the time, but if you would like to be a part 

of our celebration please do let us know so we can make sure you are included in any future correspondence. 

 

Please feel free to contact me on 01952 750372 or by email hannah williams79@hotmail.co.uk  

Hannah Williams (Committee Chairman 
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BECKBURY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

The council met on Wednesday 3rd June for the monthly meeting. 

 

There were no actions for the Parish Plan for the month of May.  The mobile library was discussed and it 

was agreed that the dates the library attended the village would be advertised for all residents. 

 

The Community Shop is making good progress.  There was a meeting in Beckbury Village Hall on 

Wednesday 10th June which was open to all residents who wished to know more about this exciting venture. 

 

The Parish Council have received several complaints in relation to the grass verges not being maintained in 

the village, making them an eyesore.  This was reported to the local council and the verges were cut by 

contractors in an unprofessional way, leaving all grass cutting across public paths and the road.  The issues 

have been raised with our local councillor, Michael Wood, who will take the complaints up at the next 

council meeting. 

 

The Chairman reported that the planning application held to discuss the RENEW (Grindle) application had 

been unanimously rejected. 

 

The tree that was reported unsafe on the allotments has now been removed for safety reasons. 

 

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held in Beckbury Village Hall on Wednesday 1st July at 7.30pm. 

 

Carl Steventon (Vice Chair) 

SEVEN STARS INN   -   Tel 01952 750330 

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 

 

Well-known local publicans Kevin and Luciana Moses of the Masons Arms Kemberton are the new licencees 

of the Seven Stars, Beckbury. 

 

Kevin and Luciana are now looking forward to working their magic to bring some sparkle back to the Stars.  

They are busy familiarizing themselves with the pub, getting to know the locals and getting their feedback.  

“We are delighted to be taking over such a great pub, it’s a marvellous opportunity and we have lots of plans 

for it” said Kevin, “the criteria being good food, real ales and happy contented customers”. 

 

There will be plenty of exciting development at the Stars in the near future.  Follow this on facebook – Seven 

Stars in Beckbury. 

 
Editor’s Note:  On a recent visit to the Seven Stars a vast improvement is already obvious.  The food was 

some of the best we have eaten in the pub, reasonably priced, the décor and atmosphere very welcoming. 

 

If ringing for a table please note that the telephone number has changed to 01952 750330 

 

HELP WANTED 

 

Newsletter distributor Marjorie Lee, after living in Beckbury for many years, is leaving the village to live 

nearer her family in the next few weeks.  We wish Marjorie well for the future and hope she has many happy 

years in her new home. 

 

We are now looking for some help with delivering newsletters in the area from Brook Farm to the Square 

once a month.  If you are able to help please contact Beryl or David on 01952 750324, and remember as a 

bonus the walk will help to improve your fitness. 
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We were really pleased the public meeting on 10th June was well 

attended.  Thank you to everyone who came.  We gave a presentation 

about our vision to have a not-for-profit enterprise which is a hub for the 

community and provides a useful, convenient service. 

 

We also talked about the inspiring visits we’ve had to the Tibberton and 

Cheswardine community shops and the positive results of the 

questionnaire we carried out in Beckbury and the surrounding areas.  In 

brief the questionnaire showed: 

 56% response rate in Beckbury, 39% response in surrounding areas 

 93% of respondents would use the shop 

 32 respondents were interested in volunteering in the shop 

 17 respondents were interested in sourcing or delivering goods 

 7 offers of professional advice. 

 

We had a good discussion about community involvement and two additional location ideas were suggested.  

The five locations we will investigate further are: next to the village hall, the pub, the playing fields behind 

the school, in front of the allotments in Lawton Close, and the area recently returned to the allotments (former 

garden of No 42). 

 

A vote was taken whether to continue to the next stage of developing a business plan including evaluating 

locations and fundraising.  The result was 31 for, and 1 abstention.  Several people also commented that it 

was great to come together to meet and keep in touch with neighbours – something we should be able to do 

a lot more often if we have a shop! 

 

We will be holding our first AGM on Wednesday 8th July at Beckbury Village Hall, starting at 7.30pm.  

Everyone is welcome! 

 

If you have any questions or ideas please email beckburyshop@hotmail.com or speak with any of the 

committee: Cat Spickernell – 01952 750428, Emily Lister – 01952 750473, Lorna Willis, Matt Williams, 

Rebecca Solari, Sam Spickernell and Diane Rawstorne – 01952 750208. 

 

 

JULY 2015 is SCAMS AWARENESS MONTH 

 

The following are key messages from Citizens Advice Bureau to avoid being ‘scammed’! 

 If it sounds too good to be true it probably is 

 If you haven’t bought a ticket – you can’t win it 

 You shouldn’t have to pay anything to get a prize 

 If in doubt, don’t reply.  Bin it, delete it or hang up 

 Contacted out of the blue – be suspicious 

 Don’t be rushed – resist pressure to make a decision straight away 

 Never send money to someone you have never met 

 Walk away from job ads that ask for money in advance 

 Your bank will never attend your home to collect cash, your pin, payment card or cheque book if you 

are a victim of fraud. 

 Your bank will never phone you to ask for your PIN or your online banking password 

 Your bank will never ask you to transfer money to a new account for fraud reasons 

 Suspect a phone scam?  Hang up, wait five minutes to clear the line or use another phone to call your 

bank 

 Genuine computer firms do not make unsolicited phone calls to help you fix your computer 

 Don’t suffer in silence – speak out about scams. 
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BECKBURY VILLAGE HALL 

 

The Beckbury Village Hall AGM was held on 24th June.  A large number of Beckbury residents attended, 

many putting their names forward to join a new committee to help maintain and manage one of the 

community’s key assets.  A new committee was formed consisting of 10 people, with the following officers 

being elected:  Chairman - Ian Field (Church Farm), Treasurer - Ricky Durkin (Haford), 

Secretary - Matt Williams (Heath Farm Bungalows). 

 

A vote of thanks was made to the retiring officers and committee members for their hard work in keeping 

the village hall open and maintained, specifically during the recent difficult financial conditions.  In the last 

few years, a number of key improvements have been made to the hall, including: 

 Disabled toilet and gents toilets refurbished 

 Ladies toilet refurbished 

 Double glazing fitted throughout 

 New kitchen installed together with new flooring 

 Improvements to the central heating system 

 A new outside storage shed has been erected 

 

Combined, the retiring committee members (Clive Venables, Stuart Sankey, Chris Lawton and John Wood) 

have given in excess of 60 years service to running Beckbury Village Hall and we hope all villagers will join 

the new committee in thanking them for their hard work and stewardship of this valuable community asset. 

 

Going forward, the new committee will meet at Beckbury Village Hall on Thursday 9th July at 7pm to discuss 

fundraising, the immediate maintenance requirements and to formulate plans for running the village hall in 

the future.  With the committee now formed at the AGM, any villagers wishing to help get involved as a 

helper or to offer support/suggestions, will be made very welcome to the meeting.  A further update regarding 

maintenance and refurbishment plans will be made in the next newsletter. 

 

Your new points of contact for information or hiring the hall will be announced after our meeting on 9th July, 

but in the meantime Clive Venables has agreed to continue to take bookings until a new system is agreed. 

Any questions or queries, please feel free to contact any of the officers above. 

 

Thank you.                                                                                               Beckbury Village Hall Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

SUTTON MADDOCK LAWNMOWER SERVICE 

 

All mowers, strimmers and hedge cutters repaired 

Personal service and free delivery 

within 5 miles for repaired machines 

 

Also seasoned hardwood logs at bargain prices. 

 

Tel. 01952 730897 

Mobile 07840 159439 
 

 

 

- 7 - 



THE BECKBURY SHOW 2015 

IMPORTANT NEWS! 

NEW DATE FOR THE BECKBURY SHOW CONFIRMED 

SATURDAY 5TH SEPTEMBER 

 

Planning is now well under way for the 2015 Beckbury show and the first important piece of news to tell is 

that we have a NEW show date of Saturday 5th September. Due to a number of unforeseen factors we 

have decided to move the show to this new earlier date… make sure you get this new date in your diaries so 

you don’t miss out on a fun filled day! 

 

We kicked off this year’s campaign on Friday 12th June with the Beckbury Show Comedy Night. A great 

night was had by all as yet again entertainers Chris King and Doug Parker gave the audience a night to 

remember. Chris King got the party started with his mixture of witty banter and well known songs which 

left the audience tapping their feet and singing along with gusto. Doug Parker did not disappoint either 

involving the audience in his act from the start he had everyone crying with laughter with his hilarious 

anecdotes. We would like to thank both Chris and Doug for giving us all a very entertaining night out. 

 

Thanks also go to The Seven Stars who kindly ran the bar, and in addition donated 50% of their profit to the 

charity, and of course to all those of you who attended making it a fabulous evening and helping us raise a 

magnificent £705.00.  

 

Our next stop will be the Charity Clay Shoot on Saturday 15th August. Posters will be going out shortly but 

if you need any further information, please feel free to contact us. 

 

Please keep your eye on our social media sites and the village notice boards for up to date information about 

upcoming events and show news. As always if you would like to get involved we are always looking for 

volunteers so please drop us an email at beckburyvctrust@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

Dates for the diary… 

 

Saturday 15th August – Beckbury Show Clay Pigeon Shoot 

 

Saturday 5th September – Beckbury Show 2015 

 

October (Date TBC) - Beckbury Show Charity Auction 

 

Keep up to date with all the latest news and events… 

 

Visit the show website www.beckburyshow.co.uk 

 

Follow @TheBeckburyShow 

 

The Beckbury Show 
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