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 March 6th 9.30am
Communion
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Communion

March 13th 
 

9.30am
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11am
Morning
Worship

 March 20th 9.30am
Matins
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Morning
Worship

11am
Communion

11am
Mothering
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Service

PRAYER OF THE MONTH   (A verse from a hymn for Lent)

Dear Lord and Father of mankind, forgive our foolish ways.
Re-clothe us in our rightful minds,
in purer lives thy service find and in deeper reverence praise.                     Amen

Contributions for next month’s newsletter to either:
David Tooth at Havenside, Beckbury 01952 750324. Email – davidtooth.salop@gmail.com 
Or Ruth Ferguson at Tarltons, Beckbury 01952 750267 not later than 14th of this month, please.

mailto:keithhodson@talk21.com
mailto:davidtooth.salop@gmail.com
http://www.beckburygroupministry.org.uk/


FROM THE RECTORY

Myths and facts

Dear friends

One of the “facts” that many of us have read or heard is that turning our electrical appliances off rather than
leaving them on stand-by can save us up to £35 a year.  So that includes TV’s, computers, dishwashers,
microwaves etc.  In the current climate of saving energy, becoming greener, reducing our carbon footprint,
and as always, saving money, suggestions and tips abound about how we can achieve these goals.

This used to be a “fact” 10 years ago, and so is still true if you have appliances over 10 years old.  But
modern appliances are now required to limit standby electrical usage to a very low level.  The difference is
illustrated in this example: (the result of the wonders of searching the internet!)

A new sky box left on standby uses 1 watt an hour totalling 1kWh for every 1000 hours it is on, amounting to
8.76 kWh in a year.  Currently 1kWh from one of the big 6-energy company costs 14 pence, so over a year
that will cost £1.23 to do nothing.
An old TV uses 12 watts an hour on standby, totalling 1kWh for every 83 hours, amounting to106kWh in a
whole year, which at today’s prices equates to £15.

The £35 saving quoted by many websites is no longer a “fact” in 2022 – though with electricity prices rising
dramatically even these figures in the example quoted will soon be out of date.

I am of course trusting the website from which I have extracted this example!  We tend to trust our daily
paper, the news we hear or watch, the opinions of experts – and we have to most of the time because we
don’t understand or know the “facts”.

Social media has come under scrutiny in recent months because of the freedom it gives to everyone to
spread their opinions and beliefs, which, as we have heard are not always accurate or true, however sincerely
those beliefs are held.

Religious beliefs are sometimes put into this category –sincerely held but not true.  The challenge is finding
proof or confirmation by those who believe and by those who don’t.  The philosopher John Hick proposed
that proof (“verification”) will only be discovered after death – which is little help to us now on this side of
the grave’  As St Paul wrote “we walk by faith not by sight”.

While we are sure that “opinions” are just opinions, some “facts” are not as factual as we might want to
believe.  That can leave us with more uncertainty in our lives than we would like, and make us realise that
we all “live by faith” in something or someone more than we had been aware of.  Something to think about
in Lent?

With best wishes for Lent                                                                                                           Keith Hodson



CHURCH NEWS

Thank you to those who took away Christmas wreathes and flowers from family graves.  We will now
remove those which family members were unable to do before Lent began.

Lent starts on 2nd March, when there will be a 10am communion at Beckbury Church on Ash Wednesday
(which means “pancake day” is on 1st March.

Lent lunches will be held on Thursdays in Trinity Church Hall Shifnal starting at 12.00 noon 10th March.
The Six Parishes are providing and serving soup on 7th April – followed by the Churches Together in the
Shifnal District AGM.

Clocks go forward on 26/27th March which is also Mothering Sunday with a 10am (British Summer Time)
Family Service at Beckbury and a 11am Mothering Sunday service at Sutton Maddock (as well as usual lent
services at Ryton and Kemberton).

BAPTISMS

Congratulations to Thomas Tennant, son of Donald and Gayle who was baptised at 
Sutton Maddock Church on 6th February 2022.

CONDOLENCES

We extend our sympathies to the family of the late Audrey Humphries, aged 86, of Norton
whose service was held on 31st January 2022 at Telford Crematorium.

We extend our sympathies to the family of the late George Groves, aged 94, formerly of Kemberton,
whose ashes were interred on 19th February 2022 at Kemberton Church.

UNDERSTANDING DEMENTIA

From Tommy Bingham, living with dementia.  “People with dementia can be vulnerable as their condition 
progresses and they increasingly rely on the people to do things for them.  It’s important that the person with
dementia feels reassured and supported.

If you would like to understand more about dementia by listening to people with dementia, go to 
www.dementiadiaries.org.

John Webb, Six Parishes dementia friendly co-ordinator

http://www.dementiadiaries.org/


THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE

Thanks to everyone who came to our meeting in the village hall on 10th February.

The official party day to celebrate the Jubilee is June 5 th – please put it in your diaries – and we discussed
what would be the best option for the village – a traditional street party or a party on the playing field.  We
are interested to hear what people would prefer?

Either way it will be a bring your own tables and chairs and food event.

Dee Holes, Julie Pleydell, Peter Lawrence and Peter Gibbins volunteered to form a small group to plan and
organise the event, if you have any views or ideas for the day or want to join the group then please speak to
one of us.

BECKBURY COMMUNITY SHOP
BECKBURY WALKING FESTIVAL 2022

Sunday 20th March 2022

Polish off your walking boots, the plans for Beckbury Walking Festival 2022 are afoot.

There will be a selection of walks starting throughout the morning, all finishing at Beckbury Village Hall 
between 1pm and 4pm for tea/coffee and cakes.

We are planning an 11 mile circumnavigation of Beckbury for those who like a challenging walk.

A walk around Badger which will include a talk on Badger’s rich history.

A family walk where we will encourage our children to photograph our local nature.  We hope then to use 
these photographs for The Beckbury Calendar 2023.

The timings are not finalised yet so posters will go up once the finer details have been arranged.

We very much look forward to seeing you all and that the weather plays nicely.

BECKBURY PLAYING FIELDS
Proposed Children’s Play Area

Peter Gibbins and Jenni Wild continue to try and raise sufficient funds for the proposed children’s play area
on the playing field.  So far they have approximately £14,000.  Lots more is needed.

Please contact Peter Gibbins on 01952 750293 if you have any fund raising ideas.



BECKBURY ALLOTMENTS ASSOCIATION

The good news is that British summertime is nearly upon us and we can put February’s wet and grey
weather behind us.  The clocks go forward on 27th March, which means lighter nights and with a bit of luck
some much needed sunshine and a chance to get started on our plots.
It’s this time of year when us gardeners come out of Winter hibernation.  I’ve been busy the last few weeks
planning and writing lists.   I always get excited about what the allotment holds for the year ahead and what
new vegetables I’m going to try and grow.
Definitely more squash…..Calabash (bottle gourds) and Crown Price squash.  I made some great chutney
with mine last year…..things that are rare and quite expensive to buy in the supermarkets…..and I thought
some flowers this year, too.

Jobs to be getting on with:
 Last chance to prune fruit bushes and trees whilst they are still dormant.  Not soft fruit though, their

time is in the hot summer weather.
 Garlic grows best when exposed to a period of cold weather, so last chance to plant up a few bulbs
 Plant out onion sets/shallots before they start to produce shoots.  Reject any that have already started

as they will only bolt during the summer
 Sow celery, celeriac, f
 rench beans (they are hardy enough to be planted out before runners) and cauliflower.
 March is the right time to establish an asparagus bed.  It is going to be there for many years so get

the right position.  Prepare the bed with plenty of drainage and keep weed free.  Lawn cuttings are a
good mulch.

 Mid March you can plant out your chitted potatoes.  If you want some really early spuds you can
start some in a black polythene sack in the polytunnel or greenhouse.  Punch drainage holes and use
multi purpose compost.

 Jerusalem Artichokes tubers can be planted now.  They are pretty invasive so make sure you dig
them all up harvest time.  Any tubers left will grow again making it a permanent bed

 Tomatoes, peppers, aubergines and cucumbers can be started off on a windowsill or propagator.
 Parsnips need to come up now before they start to regrow
 Cover beds with cloches or black plastic to warm up the soil.
 Sow early celery, peas, broad beans and spinach
 Some flowering seeds…..larkspur, antirrhinums, ammi majus,, strawflowers, sunflowers
 Finally, my least favourite job…..weeding.  Dig out problem weeds, especially perennials and hoe

regularly to prevent annual weeds.

Roll on the sunshine.  Our seed packets are desperate to be opened!
Heidi Pringle-Scott



BECKBURY & SURROUNDING VILLAGES
LADIES GROUP

A welcoming, friendly group for all women
Meeting in Beckbury Village Hall
Wednesday 9th March 2022 – 7.30pm to 9pm

Easter Crafts:  Get ideas and try some out!

Ladies of all ages welcome - £3.00 entrance

We are endeavouring to make this a monthly meeting,
with future interesting speakers, activities and demonstrations.

TIME TO GET WALKING AGAIN

At this time of year we start to think about the mud drying up and getting out to walk in the beautiful
English Countryside again, but where to find new and interesting walks?

Walking in Shropshire https//www.walkinginengland.uk/shropshire has hundreds of walks to download and
print, free.  It also has books of walks, details of all the walking groups in the county and much more.
Whether you want to walk on your own or with a group, all the information is there in one place.

John Harris (the custodian of the website) said “there is so much walking information on the web but it is
difficult to find.  Walking in Shropshire (part of the Walking in England website) has brought it together in
one place, so whether you are walking from home or away on holiday, you will be able to find a walk
suitable for you”.

With walks from half a mile to twelve miles plus long, and a note of suitability for pushchairs and
wheelchairs, everyone can find a walk to enjoy.

So home or away, check out the websites and get walking!

******************************* 

This month’s newsletter is kindly sponsored by

Jane Smith – Shropshire Crafts


