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Rota of Services in the 6 Parishes - November 2015 

Sunday 

Badger Beckbury Ryton Kemberton Stockton Sutton 

Maddock 

Nov 1st  

All Saints 

Day 

9.30am 

Communion 

KH  (trad) 

     11am 

Communion

KH  (new) 

Nov 8th   

Remembrance 

Sunday 

  10.50am 

KH 

9.30am 

KH 

10.50am 

TD 

3.30pm 

KH 

 

Nov 15th  

9.30am 

Matins 

TD 

9.30am 

Communion 

KH  (new) 

 11am 

Communion 

KH  (new) 

  

 

Nov 22nd  

 

 

 

 9.30am 

Communion

KH  (trad) 

9.30am 

Morning 

Worship 

LT 

  11am 

Matins 

KH 

 

Nov 29th    

 

 

  

 

10.30am 

ADVENT 

Hymns and 

Readings  KH 

 

  

 

 KH - Revd Keith Hodson;                     TD - Tina Dalton;                       LT - Local Team;       
 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE MONTH 

Dear Lord, keep us fit in body, mind and spirit 

and make us cheerful of heart and generous in character 

for Jesus’ sake.           Amen                                                                                            
 

Next Newsletter 

Contributions for next month’s newsletter to either – 

David Tooth at Havenside, Beckbury – 01952 750324.  Email - david.tooth2@btinternet.com 

Or Ruth Ferguson at Tarltons, Beckbury – 01952 750267 not later than 14th of this month, please. 

 

 

mailto:keithhodson@talk21.com


FROM THE RECTORY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear friends, 

 

It is sometimes said that autumn and spring see more bouts of illness because of the changes of temperature.  

I have not checked whether this is a ‘myth’ or statistically true, but you may have found it to be the case. 

 

The National Health Service is concerned about pressures on their resources this winter, and hospital A&E 

departments fear the worst if it is a bad winter.  The stories I hear from parishioners about appointments and 

treatment in hospitals and local health clinics are fairly positive, although, as with any large organisation like 

the Health Service, there are also, sadly some tales of frustration and delay. 

 

My ninety-one year old mother has been receiving attention following a fall at home last month where she 

has managed independently with help from neighbours, a cleaner and a gardener.  She had quick assessment 

over a weekend including x-rays, and then was transferred to a smaller hospital for intensive physio.  She is, 

at the time of writing, back home with a well organised care package of visitors four times a day arranged 

by the hospital. 

 

On the day that the ambulance brought her back home, two of the care team were already there waiting to 

check the arrangements and facilities.  Soon after a volunteer from AGE UK (the title of the two 

organisations Age Concern and Help the Aged who merged in 2009) called round to offer help with a range 

of domestic needs if required.  Then in the afternoon a community O.T. (occupational therapist) visited to 

see what extra aids and equipment she could offer – a low step into the shower? a grab-bar for the bed? big 

handled cutlery? 

 

All this within a few hours of her coming out of hospital!  So I was very impressed with the National Health 

Service arrangements for the elderly in her area.  Their aim is not simply to care for her, but also to enable 

her to get back to more independent living without the need for so many professional carers calling in every 

day.  I wait to see how she progresses this month. 

 

How well the NHS copes with demands on its services this winter remains to be seen.  Their budget is ever 

stretched by the costs of new drugs and treatments, and by the purchase of new technologies and equipment 

which were only dreamed of ten or twenty years ago.  We are beginning to hear more about the challenges 

being met by overworked staff in our hospitals, and by managers juggling (and sometimes failing) to balance 

their budgets. 

 

We continue to be grateful for the NHS, appreciating their work, and praying for their staff at all levels and 

grades.  Without them, things would be very different indeed. 

 

 

 

 

Wishing you good health    -    and good treatment.                                                                Keith Hodson 

 

  



 

DIARY DATES FOR November 

 

Every Monday to Friday             Oasis Christion Shop in Shifnal open 11am – 3pm 

Every Saturday                            Oasis Christion Shop in Shifnal open 11am – 1pm 

 

Wednesday 4th                   7pm    Beckbury Parish Council meet in Village Hall  

Thursday 5th                     10am    Prayers on Wednesday 

Sunday 8th                   10.50am    Remembrance Service at Ryton 

Sunday 8th                   10.50am    Remembrance Service at Stockton 

Tuesday 10th                       2pm    Friendship Club meet in Beckbury Village Hall 

Wednesday 18th                10am    Prayers on Wednesday 

 Monday 23rd                      7pm    Knit, Stitch and Chat 

Sunday 29th                  10.30am    Advent Service at Kemberton 

 

Tuesday 1st Dec.            12noon    Friendship Club Christmas Party in Beckbury Village Hall 

 

 

CHURCH NEWS 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to our harvest services, lunches, decorations and music across the Six 

Parishes. 

 

Sutton Maddock has won a silver award in the 2015 Best Kept Church Yard competition.  Congratulations 

to their team and to all those who kept all our six church yards looking so beautifully cut and maintained 

(Note that not all enter the competition). 

 

Remembrance Sunday is on 8th November with four services across our six parishes.  Details can be found 

in the Services Rota. 

 

The Six Parishes Choir will be at both All Saints Day communion services on 1st November and Advent 

Sunday service of hymns and readings on 29th November. 

 

The Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Appeal is under way;  the local collection deadline is 14th 

November. 

 

Ryton Churchyard are having a winter clean up on Sunday 22nd November starting at 2pm. 

All help would be much appreciated, even if you can only spend a short time.                                                                                                                                         

 

 

BAPTISMS 

 

Congratulations to Benjamin James, son of James and Maria Paice, 

who was baptised on 4th October 2015 at Beckbury Church. 

 

 

CONDOLENCES 

We extend our sympathies to the family of the late Dr David Ashcroft, aged 79, of Norton 

whose service was held on 9th October 2015 at Telford Crematorium. 
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BADGER, BECKBURY AND RYTON HARVEST FESTIVAL 

When I learned that this year’s service was to include a small play acted by quite a few children I thought 

“O dear”, thinking of the logistics of a full Church, the presentation of grain and water and then the main 

procession of fruit and vegetables, followed by an impromptu play performed by children from the 

congregation, and then a hot lunch in the village hall.  How wrong I was to worry, but what do I know? 

 

The Church was looking its best, with flowers, fruit and vegetables on display everywhere and the service 

was perfect.  After all the various offerings had been made Frances Hodson announced that the children 

would now perform a short play about farming in Africa and asked for volunteers to help.  We learnt of the 

hardships of farming in Africa, from digging the ground to reaping the crops, and we all understood what 

the playlet was trying to show us, what a triumph for Frances and the children, particularly as none of them 

had rehearsed at all. 

 

At the end of the service we all trouped across to the village hall for an excellent lunch, followed by lots of 

puddings and cheese and biscuits, organised with many thanks, by volunteers from the Badger community.  

I think that this was a day in the Church calendar which could be classed as a huge success by everyone. 

 

 

 

THE SPOCS AT LICHFIELD 

 

We’ve been having an excellent ‘Indian Summer’ and are 

still enjoying good weather as I write.  On just a few days 

has the weather let us down.  Saturday 3rd October was such 

a day, but that didn’t matter to members of the Six Parishes 

Occasional Singers (the SPOCS) who were attending the 

Diocesan Choirs’ Festival in Lichfield Cathedral.  Starting 

at 1pm we had a full afternoon’s rehearsal in the capable 

hands of Ben and Cathy Lamb, the cathedral Directors of 

Music, and it left no time for looking round the shops or 

walking in the park.  It was an exhausting afternoon, but the 

hard work paid off, and when the service itself got underway 

at 5.30pm it was a more confident – polished, even! - 

performance than had been evident earlier in the day.                      

                                                              

Our contingent, a little larger than last year (numerically, I mean), thoroughly enjoyed the experience, and 

the choir’s supporters (and thanks for their support) were also pleased with the performance.  My thanks to 

the choir, who gave up a number of Monday evenings during the summer to ensure that they arrived at the 

cathedral with some idea of what they would be singing.  One of the more difficult pieces was William 

Harris’s anthem ‘Strengthen ye the weak hands and confirm the feeble knees’.  This brought a wry smile to 

the faces of those of us of a certain age – we knew only too well about weak hands and feeble knees. 

 

The choir do not robe for services in the Six Parishes, but thought we would be less conspicuous if we did 

so on this occasion.  This gave our Wardrobe Mistress a few headaches, but, as you’ll see from the photo, 

the ladies looked very smart indeed.  Quite a number of schoolchildren also took part in the Festival, well 

turned out in their school uniform as members of their school choirs, and playing a full part in the singing.  

The future of choral music seems to be in good hands. 

Rock Batty 

 

 

 

- 4 – 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- 5 - 

European languages day  

Friday 9th October was a fantastic day at Beckbury School.  

The children all boarded a plane first thing in the morning and spent the day travelling 

around Europe.  

The staff of Beckbury and some of our wonderful Beckbury Parents School Association 

took on the roles of British Airways air hostesses and supported our children with their 

travels to Italy, France, Germany and Spain.   

The children experienced a full day of culture trying some traditional foods, 

listening to music, practising their language skills as well as making flags 

and adding to their very own passports. 

 

                  Thank you so much to all the staff and parents who supported us with the day, 

the children really have enjoyed it. 



SIX PARISHES FRIENDSHIP CLUB 

For our October meeting members and friends met in Beckbury Village Hall to pack shoe boxes for children 

in Africa.  As can be seen from the photos much time was spent in selecting gifts suitable for each child, 

with members dividing themselves into groups selecting gifts and packing boxes, whilst another group 

checked to make sure everything needed was included.  We managed to fill 39 boxes in total.  Our pictures 

show (1) selecting gifts, (2) filling boxes, (3) checking the boxes, and finally the supervisors. 

 
A big thank you to our members and their friends and 

supporters for help in providing suitable presents, and for 

the very generous donations towards the cost of sending the 

boxes to Africa. 
 

We have been invited to visit the shoebox warehouse in 

Telford on Thursday 19th November, leaving Beckbury at 

2pm.  The purpose of the visit is to observe the next part of 

the Christmas Shoebox Appeal when volunteers check and 

seal the boxes prior to shipping abroad.  This promises to a 

very interesting afternoon and, as usual, visitors are more                         

than welcome to join us. 

 

Our next meeting on 10th November, again in Beckbury Village Hall starting at 2pm, will be an afternoon of 

Bingo, supervised by John Whitham. 

 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOX APPEAL 2015 

As usual, I am asking for your help with the Shoebox appeal which provides gifts for children around the 

world who are suffering because of war, poverty, natural disaster or disease.  Last year 8,866 shoeboxes 

were sent from Telford to boys and girls in Zambia, thanks to the generosity of so many people in all kinds 

of ways.  Because of transport logistics this year, we won’t know where our boxes are going to until almost 

the last minute.  However, we do know that the contents of the boxes will be just the same as before.  Please 

refer to the shoebox leaflet for more information, now available in all our churches or from me, or visit 

www.operationchristmaschild.org.uk. 

 

Like last year, I have purchased a limited number of flat-pack boxes from OCC.  They are easy to assemble 

and don’t need wrapping, which we know is the hardest part!  If you would like one, I am asking for 50p per 

box, and all monies will go to the Shoebox Appeal. 

 

We are working to the deadline of Saturday 14th November and your shoebox gifts, or a financial donation, 

will be much appreciated by then.  If you have some spare time to help at the warehouse in November, please 

do contact me. 

Thank you.                                        Shiona Ferriday, Old School House, Church Lane, Sutton Maddock 

                                                          01952 730313                     ferridaysp@aol.com 
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BECKBURY PARISH COUNCIL 

The Council met on Wednesday 7th October 

 

Andrew Gough from the Shropshire Council Community Safety and Health Protection attended the meeting 

and gave us a talk on the pros and cons of the use of CCTV.  This was at our request in response to the recent 

spate of break-ins in the area.  Taking all the factors into consideration the Council decided not to pursue the 

idea any further.  It was considered that use of CCTV on individual private properties would be more 

effective in catching intruders rather than use on the access routes through the village. 

 

The actions arising from the Parish Plan were reviewed again: 

 The Community Shop Group are making good progress with a recent meeting held with the Plunkett 

Foundation and Paul Pleydell is preparing some draft plans for a small building adjacent to the 

Village Hall. 

 Heather Thomas reported that discussions with the Shropshire Council mobile library service was 

still ongoing. 

 Thanks were expressed to everyone who participated in the village litter pick during September. 

 Possible interest in extending the communal purchasing of central heating fuel oil was discussed.  

This will be explored further. 

 

A meeting had been held with the Connecting Shropshire Team and BT during September to progress the 

installation of fibre optic broadband.  The terminal box is to be installed behind the bench adjacent to the 

Church but the final connection will not be until 2016. 

 

Two new planning applications were considered by the Council for extensions to premises at Woodthorne 

and 65 Beckbury. 

 

 

CENTRAL HEATING OIL BUYING GROUPS 

 

At the recent Beckbury Parish Council meeting the possible interest in establishing a larger oil buying group 

within the village was discussed.  There are already at least two informal groups buying oil and thereby 

achieving a few pence per litre discount.  This is achieved by arranging the delivery from the same supplier 

on the same day to several properties and then each customer makes payment direct with the supplier and 

pays the discounted price per litre for the total volume delivered. 

 

The practical problem is that not everyone in the group wants oil at the same time so the volume discount is 

not large.  However, if we had more properties involved then inevitably more properties would be interested 

in a delivery at the same time and hence more discount. 

 

So who is interested in joining a group?  If interested please make contact with 

Heather Thomas – 01952 750334 or dr.heatherthomas@btinternet.com 

or Peter Gibbins –  01952 750293 or peter@pcgassociates.plus.com.  

 

 

KEMBERTON COOKBOOK – A Collection of our Favourite Recipes 

This lovely cookbook is made up of delicious recipes donated by residents and friends of Kemberton.  It also 

contains some interesting information about the history of Kemberton.  All the money raised from the sale 

of the books will be split between Kemberton Church and the Village Hall.  The book costs £7.50 or you can 

buy 3 for £20.00.  If you would like to buy one please contact Liz Lea on 01952 581552 or 

Alison Greenwood on 01952 680163, or email leafamily5@talktalk.net. 
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RYTON AND GRINDLE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held at St Andrew’s Church Ryton. 

The Council met on Wednesday 7th October. 

 

There was concern about the number of cyclists on the roads. 

 

The Grindle House Farm commercial development enforcement notice was discussed;  the deadline for a 

response from the landlord was imminent. 

 

The external audit of the accounts had been successfully completed.  The Council would decide at the 

December meeting how much money should be retained as a reserve, and how to spend any surplus. 

 

The Council decided not to bid for a defibulator that had become available through the Local Joint 

Committee. 

 

The Council would really like more parishioners to attend Parish Council meetings.  Please come along to 

the next one on Wednesday 9th December. 

 

 

WELCOME TO THE BECKBURY TRAIL RUN 

 

Lawley Running Club is hosting their first Trail Run in the village of Beckbury and are excited to get this 

race off the ground.  The run will take place on 15th November, starting at 10am. 

 

The 5.6 Mile Beckbury Trail will start in Beckbury and will incorporate part of the Badger Bite route which 

some people will know.  The majority of it will be on trail paths apart from one short road section for around 

300 metres.  The course will be fully marshalled and sign posted, with a drinks station half way around the 

route. 

 

If anyone would like to volunteer as a race marshal, please contact Andy on 0785 505 0061 

Or email Beckburytrail@gmail.com  

 

 

KNIT, STITCH AND CHAT 

At our October meeting Julie completed a lovely scarf using Rowan wool.  

We then discussed what we could do in November and decided to make a 

Christmas decoration using card and paper. 

Future events will include demonstrations on a variety of crafts, have-a-go 

evenings, etc,    Come along and join us, have fun whilst you learn. 

Our next meeting is on Monday 23rdNovember at Collisway.   For more 

information please ring Diane Rawstorne, 01952 750208 for further details. 

 

 

 

 

FOUND – LADIES’ JACKET 

 

A short jacket was left in Beckbury Village Hall after the Harvest Lunch on Sunday 27th September. 

Please contact David Tooth on 01952 750324 for more details. 
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CHURCHES TOGETHER IN SHIFNAL AND DISTRICT 

 

Dear All, 

 

Time to move on! 

 

After helping build up a firm Christian presence in the town, the Churches Together in Shifnal and District 

Oasis project has been a wonderful stepping stone in our work for our faith, our churches and our 

communities.  But times change, there are different needs and maybe more effective ways of reaching and 

serving our friends and neighbours. 

 

So the decision has been taken to leave the Oasis premises in the town’s Shopping Centre in November and 

to direct our energies and finances in different directions.  Indeed we see this as an exciting moment for 

CTISD.  So much has been learned and experienced, first of all from those pioneers who have kept the flame 

glowing down so many years.  And in each of its three different locations in Shifnal, Oasis – largely the 

vision of Beryl Lea and Anne Dakin – has been a beacon, valiantly manned and organised by teams of 

volunteers who have given so much of themselves. 

 

We thank you all and hope so much that we can all work together in the future.  Because the good news is 

that as we move on from having a permanent base in the town, Churches Together is putting together an 

exciting programme for the future which will be aimed at reaching and touching as many people as possible. 

 

And in taking the message of our faith into our communities in very different times, we also hope to have 

fun and enjoy the new challenge so watch this space. 

 

This, indeed, is the next stepping stone on our journey.  Come with us! 

 

Shirley Tart, Chairman 

Churches Together, Shifnal and District 
 

 

THE ALBRIGHTON MEMORIAL MEN 

 

John Stretton of Albrighton has recently published a book on the history of the men who fell in the first 

World War and who are remembered on the War Memorial at Albrighton 

 

John is chairman of Albrighton Historical Society and his book describes the village from 1900 to 1914 

which they left.  It then goes on to describe the battles in which they were killed.  It follows with a detailed 

description of the design and construction of the memorial. 

 

The book can be purchased at £15.00, and would perhaps make an ideal Christmas present, from 

John Stretton, Tel 01902 820674. 

 

 

************************************** 

 

This month’s newsletter is kindly sponsored by 

 

ALAN FLETCHER 

MOXLEY ROAD SERVICE STATION 

DARLASTON 

WEDNESBURY 
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Christmas Launch 

Sat 14 Nov 

9.30—5.30pm 

 

Christmas Food & Drinks Fair 

Sat 28 Nov 

9.30—5.30pm 

 

Final Christmas orders 

Wed 16 Dec 

Find all you need 

for Christmas 

at 

Apley Farm Shop 

 

Hampers * Xmas parties * Xmas menu * Veg boxes * 

Turkey & goose *  Butcher & Deli orders 

* Afternoon Teas * Breakfast with Santa * 

Santa’s Grotto 

 

www.ApleyFarmShop.co.uk 

01952 730 345   •   Norton, Shropshire, TF11 9EF 

On A442 between Bridgnorth & Telford. Open 7 days 
 

 

 

 

 

 


