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Rota of Services in the 6 Parishes - October 2015 

Sunday 

Badger Beckbury Ryton Kemberton Stockton Sutton 

Maddock 

 

Oct 4th  

9.30am 

Communion 

KH  (trad) 

   5pm 

Harvest 

KH 

11am 

Communion 

KH  (new) 

 

 

Oct 11th  

 9.30am 

Communion 

KH  (trad) 

9.30am 

Morning 

Worship 

TD 

  11am 

Harvest 

KH 

 

Oct 18th  

 

 

 

9.30am 

Matins 

KH 

5.30pm 

Evensong 

KH 

 11am 

Morning 

Worship 

TD 

 6.30pm 

Evensong 

KH 

 

Oct 25th    

 

 

9.30am 

Matins 

KH 

 

 

8.15am 

Communion 

KH  (trad) 

 11am 

Communion 

KH  (trad) 

 

 KH - Revd Keith Hodson;                     TD - Tina Dalton;                       LT - Local Team;       
 

 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE MONTH 

Lord of time and space, 

as the clocks change this month and the autumn days shorten 

shine upon us with the light of your truth and the warmth of your love 

for Jesus’ sake. 

                                                                                                       Amen                                                                                             
 

 

Next Newsletter 

Contributions for next month’s newsletter to either – 

David Tooth at Havenside, Beckbury – 01952 750324.  Email - david.tooth2@btinternet.com 

Or Ruth Ferguson at Tarltons, Beckbury – 01952 750267 not later than 14th of this month, please. 
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FROM THE RECTORY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear friends, 

 

I have chosen to change my car, and parted with the green Peugeot which you have seen me in since we 

moved here to the Six Parishes seven years ago.  It has taken me to all of our six churches for ordinary 

Sunday services as well as special occasions.  As the rural dean I have driven to every church in our deanery 

which stretches from Badger to Waters Upton and Forton, as well as to deanery and diocesan meetings.  It 

has also shared trips with me around the country for holidays and for walks from Sussex to Cumbria. 

 

So it was with some sense of regret that I took the decision to have ‘him’ “put down”.  The MOT was due at 

the end of October, but just recently the squeaking, clunking and knocking sounds made me think that I may 

arrive somewhere but not get back home!  The time had come…….  With a registration plate 51 and 118,000 

miles on the clock I feared a winter of unreliability or big repair costs. 

 

So it’s another car for me.  I have some clergy friends who use their bicycles to get around the parish – but 

they are in town parishes with level roads and short distances.  And I am not sure about the image of vicars 

with cycle clips at their ankles (or in shorts for that matter?) 

 

John Wesley is reckoned to have travelled in his life 250,000 miles on horseback to preach the gospel.  I 

knew one eccentric student at college training for the ministry with us who was going to ride his horse for 

parish visiting across the moors from Guisborough in Yorkshire.  He was an unusual character.  He had at 

one time been a sculptor and one particularly snowy winter he made a very lifelike snow ice statue of the 

college principal in the college grounds.  The next day on the students’ notice board was an invitation for a 

“caption competition” to accompany a photograph of the statue.  There were several suggestions but I still 

remember after 37 years my favourite (based on the words of Jesus, “many are called, but few are chosen”). 

Many are cooled, but few are frozen 

 

Some years ago the F1 British Grand Prix was slotted into the season’s calendar on an April Sunday which 

happened to be Easter Sunday (traditionally Silverstone is at the start of June).  The local vicar complained 

that she would struggle to get to all her Sunday services for Easter communion with the volume of traffic 

arriving for the race.  So the event organisers arranged for her to be transported around her parishes by 

helicopter! 

 

For me though it’s still the standard vehicle of a car.  Gone is the green, however, and now I switch to red.  

So those who have complained that they couldn’t see me coming camouflaged against the hedges, you will 

now have no excuse!  And I will not complain if you don’t respond to my waving at you as I drive slowly 

by, because I know it takes time to recognise people we know but with a different car. 

 

 

 

See you at the passing place!                                                                                                      Keith Hodson 

 

 

 



DIARY DATES FOR October 

 

Every Monday to Friday             Oasis Christion Shop in Shifnal open 11am – 3pm 

Every Saturday                            Oasis Christion Shop in Shifnal open 11am – 1pm 

 

Sunday 4th                       11am    Harvest Festival at Kemberton 

Wednesday 7th                 10am    Prayers on Wednesday 

Wednesday 7th                  7pm    Beckbury Parish Council meet in Village Hall  

Sunday 11th                      11am    Harvest Festival at Sutton Maddock 

Tuesday 13th                      2pm    Friendship Club meet in Beckbury Village Hall 

Tuesday 20th                      7pm    Knit, Stitch and Chat at Collisway 

Wednesday 21st                10am    Prayers on Wednesday 

 

 

CHURCH NEWS 

Harvest Thanksgiving Services continue this month with Sutton Maddock’s service at 11am on 11th 

October. 

Kemberton’s Harvest will be in the afternoon at 5pm, 4th October at Greenacres Farm. 

 

The Six Parishes Harvest Appeal is for Farm Africa: gift aid envelopes are available at the churches. 

 

Bell Ringers continue to visit our churches on their ringing tours.  So you may hear the bells being rung at 

Ryton on 18th October and at Kemberton and Sutton Maddock on 21st October.  Our thanks to our own local 

ringers who ring for Sunday services and for weddings as well as their practice night at Beckbury on 

Tuesdays. 

 

Remember the clocks go back one hour on Sunday 25th October.  There will be no more 8.15am 

communions nor evening services until the clocks change again in 2016. 

 

 

BAPTISMS 

 

Congratulations to Simone Raybould who was baptised 

on 30th August 2015 at Beckbury Church. 

 

Congratulations also to Archie and Sebastian, sons of Steve and Simone Raybould 

who were baptised on 30th August 2015 at Beckbury Church. 

 

 

 

WEDDINGS 

 

Congratulations to Carl Steventon and Kerry Hickman 

who were married on 29th August 2015 at Beckbury Church. 

 

Congratulations to Nick Sheppard and Claire Amey 

who were married on 19th September 2015 at Ryton Church. 

 

. 
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CONDOLENCES 

 

We extend our sympathies to the family of the late Reg Lewis, aged 75, of Norton 

whose service was held on 4th September 2015 at Telford Crematorium 

 

We also extend our sympathies to the family of Edgar Harris, aged 76, of Kemberton 

whose service was held on 25th September 2015 at Kemberton Church. 

 

We also extend our sympathies to the family of Frankie Brookes, aged 89, of Kemberton 

whose services was also held on 25th September 2015 at Kemberton Church. 

 

 

SIX PARISHES FRIENDSHIP CLUB 

On a cold, damp and misty September morning 26 members and friends waited patiently by the church for 

our overdue coach to arrive, just 15 minutes late due to the mist, we were soon aboard and off we went. 

Within an hour the weather improved, the sun appeared and our journey improved immensely.  Arriving at 

Llandudno we were met with a light sea breeze and bright sunshine, soon our little party had divided to visit 

shops, the sea front and for the hardy ones a climb up the Great Orme, working up an appetite for the 

inevitable fish and chip, low calorie, lunch. 

 

I have to admit that this is one seaside resort 

which seems to please almost everyone, but also 

a place to always keep a weather eye open for the 

seagulls.  I remember last year writing about a 

gull that snatched an ice-cream from a lady’s 

hand, this year the birds have developed a further 

tactic.   We watched a small family group 

approach – mother, father, granny and child with 

dad eating a portion of chips, when suddenly 

about 50 gulls approached making a terrific noise 

and simultaneously diving for the chips.  The 

family almost disappeared within the flock of 

birds and when things quietened down every chip had been eaten from the ground where they had been 

dropped, with a very shaken family quickly walking away. 

 

For our next meeting starting at 2pm on Tuesday 13th October in Beckbury Village Hall we will be busy 

filling shoe boxes for children in Africa, visitors are very welcome to come and help or just to watch.  Any 

of the items listed below would be most welcome, the more we collect the more boxes we can fill, or perhaps 

a small donation towards the cost of shipping the shoeboxes (this costs approx.. £3.00 per box). 

 

A list of items is listed below: 

Must Have                                                            Extras 
Flannel                                                                   Pencils/crayons 

Soap                                                                       Colouring book/paper 

Toothbrush and Toothpaste                                   Cars – boys’ toys, NO GUNS/KNIVES etc 

Comb                                                                     Dolls – girls’ toys 

Hat, Gloves and Scarf                                            Bat – ball – skipping rope 

Small soft toy                                                         Children’s playing cards 

Sweets – not chocolates                                        any other item for a child to play with 

 

Sweets in packets with a date of March 2016 or after 

No books, War Games or Marbles 
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THANK YOU 
 

Clive, Tanya, Dan and Lauren would like to thank everyone 

for their help and support, and get well wishes following the 

horrible accident that Lauren was involved in on 5th September. 

She is battered and bruised but is now on the mend. 

 

Thank you all very much 

 

 

 

 

BECKBURY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

The Council met on Wednesday 2nd September. 

 

The actions arising from the Parish Plan were reviewed again: 

 The Community Shop Group are making good progress with a positive meeting held with the 

Conservation Officer during August to discuss the most likely location for the shop, being adjacent 

to the village hall. 

 The Council approved the plans for a new notice board for the village hall submitted by David 

Cunningham, Higford Lane. 

 Heather Thomas reported that discussions with the Shropshire Council mobile library service was 

still ongoing. 

 A new dog waste bin has at last been installed at the entrance to Higford Lane. 

 

P.C. Matt Pickin attended the meeting on behalf of the local Police to update the Council on the recent spate 

of break-ins in the area.  The Police have strong suspicions on who is responsible for the recent problems 

and request any suspicious activity to be reported on 101 immediately.  Meanwhile the Council debated the 

possible use of CCTV on the main access routes through the village and this is to be investigated further.  

Any parishioner with any specific views or experience on the use of CCTV should make it known to one of 

the councillors. 

 

The chairman reported that the playing field was looking good after its recent cut and that the car park 

extension had been repaired prior to the start of term with the help from Richard Solari and team.  The 

Council recorded its thanks to Solari Farm for the continued support. 

 

The Clerk confirmed that he had written to the Allotments Association advising that the rent was to be 

increased from £119 to £200 per year. 

 

The Council noted that Badger Road repairs had been completed satisfactorily and that repairs were now 

planned for Snowdon Lane. 
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Since our last update in July, we have held our first AGM where it was great to 

meet more interested parties, visited Cheswardine shop and held a successful stand 

(and coconut shy) at the Beckbury Show. 

 

There is lots of work ahead of us to get a shop up and running.  We are in the 

process of setting up several subgroups to focus on particular areas.  Please let us 

know (if we haven’t already got your details) if you would be willing to get involved in any of the following: 

 Build (planning, design and costs) 

 Legal and Finance 

 Fundraising and PR 

 Shop Set Up (internal layout, sourcing stock and planning the day-to-day running of the shop) 

 

Thank you to all those who have already said they will help out – we will be in touch soon. 

 

If you have any questions or ideas please email beckburyshop@hotmail.com or speak with any of the 

committee: Cat Spickernell (01952 750428), Emily Lister (01952 750473), Lorna Willis, Matt Williams, 

Rebecca Solari, Sam Spickernell and Diane Rawstorne (01952 750208) 

 

 

**************************** 

 

 

To celebrate the long and close relationship between the village of Albrighton and Cosford Air base, 

St Mary Magdalene Church presents, in concert, 

 

COSFORD MILITARY WIVES CHOIR 

SATURDAY 17
TH

 October at 7.30pm 

At St. Mary’s Church Albrighton.  Doors open 7pm 

 

Refreshments                     Tickets £5.00                        Enquiries and Tickets - Frank Aston 07926 096707 

Tickets from:  Mogul Diamonds Bookshop, Albrighton - 01902 372288      David Watkins - 07793 105809 

Or from members of Cosford Military Wives Choir 

 

The choir was founded in 2013 by Military Wives based at RAF Cosford.  It performs under the umbrella of 

the Military Wives Choirs Foundation, a volunteer-led organisation with Gareth Malone, presenter of the 

highly successful Military Wives television series, as its patron. 

 

From these origins the number of choirs has grown and grown and now there are more than 80 choirs 

worldwide working under the ethos of “Stronger Together”.  Singing helps us support one another through 

the bad times and celebrate the good times. 

 

At full strength the Cosford choir has 40 ladies from a tri-service network and over the last 2 years has been 

extremely busy, performing on several occasions; including Cosford RAF Museum Proms evening, a Help 

for Heroes and Troop Aid Gala.  Also evenings at Shrewsbury Abbey and Birmingham Cathedral, the 2014 

Grand National and performing and raising much needed funds for many charity and local events.  They also 

perform each Remembrance Sunday for RAF Cosford Chaplaincy and can be heard filling the hanger with 

song, remembering the Fallen. 

 

They look forward to singing, for you, in the beautiful surroundings of St Mary’s Church to raise funds for 

the East Window Restoration. 
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KNIT, STITCH AND CHAT 

Calling all knitters and sewers and even those who can’t!  

For our first meeting in September we did some knitting and craft work, 

shared ideas, discussed various options and then chatted over refreshments. 

 

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 20th October at Collisway.   If you would 

like to join us please ring Diane Rawstorne, 01952 750208 for further details. 

 

 

 

 

 

FOUND – A PAIR OF SPECTACLES 

 

A pair of spectacles were picked up in Beckbury church yard in August.  If anyone knows who they might 

belong to please contact The Rectory on 01952 750774. 

 

 

 

 

BECKBURY AREA CRIME REPORT 

To all in the Beckbury Area 
Please take note of the following:  Be on the lookout for a silver transit type van which has been seen in 

suspicious circumstances in the Beckbury village area, 2 males seen looking into parked vehicles.  

Description of males – 1 white male,1 coloured male with beard, this is following the theft of a small van 

from the Solari Estate at around 4.30pm on Wednesday 2nd September.  Any sighting of this or any other 

suspicious vehicles, please ring the police at once. 

 

On Friday 4th September a black Peugeot 106, registration KY03 BVH with 5 males in was found driving 

slowly around a yard at 6.15am, when they were spotted they raced off the farm in the direction Burnhill 

Green, they definitely had no permission to be where they were initially spotted. 

 

The above vehicle may be the Peugeot 106 which has been mentioned in previous alerts.  Any sightings of 

the suspicious vehicle, please report to the police on 101 quoting incident number 015 109 3 040915 

 

The following vehicle was seen in suspicious circumstances twice in Village Road, Norton on Sunday 6th 

September at about 11pm – White transit van with 1 white male playing loud music.   Vehicle registration 

number KP 54 OTR.  Please report all suspicious vehicles and persons. 
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INTERNET PROVIDERS IN PHONE SCAM 

 

West Mercia Police are encouraging the public to be aware of a phone scam in which fraudsters claim to be 

calling on behalf of internet providers. 

 

In the elaborate scam the fraudsters will ask the victim if they have been having difficulties with their 

internet.  If they say yes, they will ask them to give them remote access to their computer to rectify the 

problem.  Once they have accessed the computer they will state that there is a problem and they are due 

compensation.  They will then ask the victims to log in to their online banking to see that money has been 

transferred to them.  However the money transferred will be more than the caller has said.  Typically they 

will state that this has been made in error, and they need to transfer it back to them either through a 

MoneyGram at the post office or via the Western Union. 

 

A man from Kidderminster was the victim of this scam.  He received a phone call from someone claiming 

to be from his internet provider stating his account had been hacked and he needed a new router in order to 

fix the problem.  The victim logged into his online banking, and saw that the scammer had transferred a 

substantial amount of money to him as compensation for the inconvenience.  The scammer told the victim 

this was too much and in order to return this to them he would need to send a MoneyGram to Thailand.  He 

had hacked into his computer and moved money between his accounts, before telling him to withdraw it and 

send it to them via the Money Gram, he did this but became suspicious when they stated they had sent a 

further sum of money because the transaction did not work.  When he visited his bank, he discovered the  

scammers had not transferred money to him but had hacked into his computer and moved money between 

his accounts, before telling him to withdraw it and send it to them via the MoneyGram. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

********************* 

 

 

This month’s newsletter is kindly sponsored 

 

by John and Cheryl Dockerty 
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