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Badger Beckbury Ryton Kemberton Stockton Sutton
Maddock

October 3rd 
9.30am
Matins

8.15am 
Communion

11am
Harvest

October 10th 
9.30am
Morning
Worship

11am
Morning
Worship

 
October 17th 

9.30am
Communion

11am
Communion

October 24th 
9.30am
Communion

11am
Communion

October 31st 
9.30am
Matins

11am
Morning
Worship

PRAYER OF THE MONTH 

Almighty God, Lord of the seasons,
as the autumn days shorten and the clocks change,
watch over us and keep us safe
in the light of your peace and love.                                                             Amen

Contributions for next month’s newsletter to either:
David Tooth at Havenside, Beckbury – 01952 750324.  Email - davidtooth.salop@gmail.com 
Or Ruth Ferguson at Tarltons, Beckbury – 01952 750267 not later than 14th of this month, please.
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FROM THE RECTORY

Walk a mile in his moccasins

Dear friends

You may remember my earlier letter about my country walks, and another letter last year about the poem
‘Your’re closer to God in a garden’ which is one verse lifted out of the whole poem.

This month I’m combining those with a comment about what has become something of a proverb attributed
to Native Americans, but is actually part of a poem ‘Judge Softly’ written in 1895 by Mary T Lathrap, an
American poet, a Methodist Church preacher, a temperance reformer, and a suffragist.  Here are some of her
verses.

Pray don’t find fault with the man that limps, or stumbles along the road.
Unless you have worn the moccasins he wears, or stumbled beneath the same load.

There may be tears in his soles that hurt though hidden away from view.
The burden he bears placed on your back may cause you to stumble and fall, too.

Don’t be too harsh with the man that sins, or pelt him with words, or stone, or disdain.
Unless you are sure you have no sins of your own, and it’s only wisdom and love that your heart contains.

Just walk a mile in his moccasins before you abuse, criticize and accuse.
If just for one hour you could find a way to see through his eyes, instead of your own muse.

I believe you’d be surprised to see that you’ve been blind and narrow-minded, even unkind.
There are people on reservations and in the ghettos

who have so little hope, and too much worry on their minds.

Brother, there but for the grace of God go you and I
Just for a moment, slip into his mind and traditions and see the world through his spirit and eyes

before you cast a stone or falsely judge his conditions.

Take the time to walk a mile in his moccasins.

As a preacher she would have known the words of Jesus from the Sermon on the Mount.
“Judge not, lest ye be judged.  Why do you see the splinter in your brother’s eye,

but do not notice the log in your own eye?”

 Something to reflect on during your autumn walks                                                                      Keith Hodson



CHURCH NEWS

Thanks to all who contributed to Harvest Services with vegetables and flower arrangements.  The last
service is at Stockton on 3rd October.

Thanks to those who set up some of our churches for the Shropshire Historic Churches Trust’s fund raising
‘Ride & Stride’ on 11th September.

The bells project has started at Kemberton. The project, as with Beckbury’s bells project, began many years
ago, but insufficient funds prevented it being carried out.  However there are now the funds available and the
well-known bell founders, Taylors of Loughborough will be removing the four bells for retuning and then
taking away the old wooden frame and replacing it with a new metal frame before re-installing the bells.
We are hopeful that one or more extra bells will be added to make it a ring of 5, like Sutton Maddock, or 6
like Beckbury and Stockton.

Clocks go back one hour on Saturday/Sunday 31st October.

BAPTISMS

Congratulations to Melody and Emily Meerkerk, daughters of Hamish and Katrina,
who were baptised at Stockton Church on 5th September 2021.

CONDOLENCES

We extend our sympathies to the family of the late Tess Owen, aged 77, of Norton
whose burial service was held on 24th August 2021 at Stockton Church.

We extend our sympathies to the family of the late Bill Poole, aged 58, of Evelith
whose service was held on 25th August 2021 at Shifnal Church.

We extend our sympathies to the family of the late Joyce Beards, aged 91, of Chirk
whose interment service was held on 19th September 2021 at Sutton Maddock Church.

UNDERSTANDING DEMENTIA

From Tommy Bingham, living with dementia:  “Go with the person with dementia’s pace, as they often
need more time than you do to respond.  Use slow, gentle motions.  Make sure you have the person with
dementia’s attention.   Get down at eye-level with the person.  Make eye-contact and smile.  Tell them who
you are and why you’re there!”

If you would like to understand more about dementia by listening to people with dementia,
go to www.dementiadiaries.org                     John Webb, Six Parishes Dementia Friendly Church Co-
ordinator
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CHERYL JONES (Cheb) wife and No 1 assistant of the late ‘Malc the Milk’ (who
delivered our milk for so many years) recently passed away.  Cheb’s funeral was at
Bushbury Crematorium on 29th September 2021.

BECKBURY CHURCH HEDGE CUTTING

I am planning gardening work at Beckbury Church by trimming
the internal hedges, these include the holly hedge separating

the old churchyard with the churchyard extension and the
beech hedge at the far end of the extension.

If you would like to help, give me a call on 07715923477
Or email johndcwood@gmail.com.  

I have my own hedge cutters, if you can
supply more all well and good.

John Wood

BADGER PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

A meeting of Badger Parish Council was held on Wednesday 15 th September 2021.  One parishioner was
present for the Open Forum and the meeting began with a presentation by Clive Leworthy (Community
Ambassador) about the roll-out of Airband in Badger.  This should result in at least 21 more households
being able to benefit from the ‘Fibre to the Property’ superfast broadband.

Matters discussed included changing verge maintenance from voluntary workgroups to the use of
professional contractors, ongoing problems with the installation of an additional litter bin and issues with
repairs to Badger Heath Road.  Good news is that training will take place for volunteers of the defibrillator
scheme on September 26th at Beckbury Village Hall.  The date for the next Council meeting was set as
Wednesday 17th November 2021.

Full details of the July meeting and other meetings can be found on the Badger Parish Council website
www.badgershropshire.org.uk 
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BECKBURY VILLAGE HALL UPDATE SEPTEMBER 2021

Just a brief update this month’

The winner of the Fund a Day (FAD) draw this year was Shirley Harris of Beckbury who won a £40
voucher for the Smokey Cow.  Well done and thank you Shirley for funding several days at the village hall
over the past few years.

We have simplified the hire rates, they are now basically £15 per hour to include everything, but that will be
chargeable for preparation and cleaning time.  Our website should be live imminently and full details can be
found there.  www.beckburyvillagehall.co.uk  

Many thanks for all your support to get the hall to its current state.  We look forward to welcoming you there
and very much hope you will enjoy it.

Heather Thomas   Sec/Trustee, Village Hall.

Heathert806@gmail.com       m: 07938544804,      t :01952 750334
64, Beckbury, SHIFNAL, Shropshire, TF11 9DJ

BECKBURY COMMUNITY SHOP

Hello again,

I mentioned last month that we are planning an Apple Festival at Beckbury Community Shop.  We are very
excited to be planning our first event since December 2019.

Sunday 10th October 2021 – 12noon until 4pm.

Being along your good quality apples and pears and have a go at pressing them.  You can bring cookers and
eaters, I’m told the best juice comes from blending both types.  If you would like to take your juice home
you will need to provide your own containers.  We will not be pasteurising the juice so it will not keep.

We will have hotdogs for sale and activities available for the children.

We hope this will be a fun family day celebrating the humble British apple.

Keep your photos coming in for the Beckbury Calendar 2022.  Images need to be landscape in orientation
and high resolution.  Please send to beckburyshopcalendar@gmail.com 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all our volunteers.  I would also like to thank all our customers
for your continued support.

Our opening hours are:          Monday to Friday                             9am until 3.30pm
                                               Saturday and Sunday                       9am until 12noon
                                               Bank holiday opening hours are     9am until 12noon

                                                                                         Lara Wilkes, Chair of Beckbury Community Shop
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BECKBURY ALLOTMENTS ASSOCIATION

We are having a late summer burst of warm weather but autumn is upon us, cooler weather is on its way and
the days are getting noticeably shorter.  Make the most of the remaining warmth while you can.  For the
allotment grower Sept/Oct can be one of the busiest times…..harvesting and preparing the soil for the
winter.

Jobs to be getting on with:
 Dig up onions and potatoes to store over the winter.  Light for onions, dark for potatoes to prevent

turning green
 Keep picking soft fruit, they will continue to produce up until the first frost
 Prune and train summer fruiting bushes
 Harvest celeriac crops and store in  dry sand
 Plant or divide rhubarb crowns
 Lift and store horseradish in crates of shredded paper or sharp sand
 Feed all crops with chicken manure
 Dig up and compost plants that have finished their season
 Roughly dig over plot, it’s a good time to sow winter grazing rye as a green manure and dig back in

the spring

Now that the summer fruiting plants such as tomatoes and cucumbers have been harvested it’s the perfect
time to prepare your greenhouse or polytunnel  for spring.  Dig the beds over and add well-rotted manure,
leave the doors open to allow the frost to get in and break up the soil.  You could sow broad beans (sowing
now means they don’t suffer from black fly), winter spinach, hardy lettuce and oriental leaves.

Heidi Pringle-Scott

RNIB USED STAMPS COLLECTION

A big thank you to everyone who has donated their used stamps for the RNIB.  We have had a lot of stamps 
which all help to raise funds for the charity.

Please continue to put your used stamps in the collection box on the table in Beckbury Community Shop and
I will send them on to the RNIB.

Julie Pleydell

BECKBURY CHRISTMAS CRAFT AND GIFT FAIR
To be held on Saturday 13th November 2021 in Beckbury Village Hall

If anyone living locally would be interested in booking a table to
sell their Craft, or would like more information please contact

Lizzie Doble at lizzie.doble@hotmail.co.uk. or mobile 07939526840
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CHRISTMAS WILLOW WEAVING COURSE

Interested in craft?  Want to create some unusual Christmas decorations for yourself or to give away as
presents?  If so, you may be interested in some Willow Weaving!

I will be running a day course in Beckbury Village Hall on Saturday 4 th December for ten people.  I will
provide the willow and some equipment.  We will all tackle a willow ball that can have e.g. tinsel, LED
lights and/or ivy and ribbons intertwined to make a hanging decoration.  Other items that can then be tried,
include 2D or 3D Christmas trees, stars, wreaths, small reindeers, angels, mince pie platters, bells and
‘scribble’ Christmas trees and stars.  If you have attended a previous course you may wish to do your own
thing from the start – the instructions for a range of items will be available.

The cost will be £35.00 per person, which will cover the hire of the village hall and the willow.  I will give
my time free!

Please get in touch as soon as possible if you are interested and I will provide further details when I confirm
your place on the course (please provide an email address).

Dee Holes:   01952 750756 or deidreholes@gmail.com   
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BECKBURY & SURROUNDING VILLAGES LADIES GROUP
A welcoming, friendly group for all women

20th October Meeting
Beckbury Village Hall 7.30pm

PUMPKIN THEME
Refreshments
Cost - £4.00

We are endeavouring to make this a monthly meet.
A comfortable open space with future interesting

speakers, activities and demonstrations.

Continuing our photographs from the past, 
This is another one of Halls Farm at Snowdon with the workers and their steam driven threshing machine
posing for the camera

This month’s Newsletter is kindly sponsored by

Beckbury Community Shop


