WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

PARISH SERVICES
TIMES OF SERVICES
SUNDAY:

WOMENS INSTITUTE:

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre
Secretary: Mrs Joyce Howard

Tel:656389

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:

Joint - Chairman: Paul Jones
Andy Cawthray
Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis
Details from Brian Rothera

6pm- 7.15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre.
Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere
Tel:624390
BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen)
The Manse, St Martins Road, Gobowen
Tel:658016
e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com
WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:

Tel:670127

WEEKDAYS:

Holy Communion- Thursday 9:30am
Choir Practice - Friday 5:30pm

RECTOR:

Reverend Sarah Burton
Tel:238658
e.mail: whittington.church@yahoo.com

CHURCHWARDENS:

Mr I Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk
Mrs G Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com

Tel:681036

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington
Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington

Tel:656389
Tel:659562

ORGANIST: Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall

Tel:662116

Tel:662236

MAGAZINE:
Editor:
Miss A Ward, 4 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington Tel:672838
eaw4@btinternet.com

SENIOR CITIZENS:

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning
All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall
Secretary: Mrs Gillian Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington

6.30pm Holy Communion
According to the Book of Common Prayer

Tel:657778

BROWNIES, GUIDES:

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions
Leaders: Dawn and Mandy
Meet in the Community Centre 9am – 3pm

First Sunday in the Month

Tel:679542
Tel:657178
Tel:662500

BELL RINGING:

8.00am Holy Communion
10.30am Parish Communion
(All Age Eucharist as announced)
6.30pm Evensong (3rd Sunday of each month)

Tel:662236

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE:

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White
Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm. This will now be the
only stop in the village.

Distribution:

Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road

Tel:659385

WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL

Headteacher:

Mr Sean Sibley
e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk

Tel:662269

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL:

CHURCH WEB-SITE ADDRESS:
www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk
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Secretary:Diane Hughes, Kynance, Croeswylan Lane.
e.mail: diane1hughes@hotmail.co.uk

Tel: 07964559302
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“THE RIPPLE”
(Whittington Parish Church Magazine)
Vol 27 No 12

WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS
CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY:

Mr Andy Cawthray, e.mail: andy_ian@hotmail.com
Live Below the Line

Tel:657178

April 2015

This month, Richard and I will be taking part in ‘Live
Below the Line’ in support of the work of ‘Send a Cow’
in Burundi.
1.2 billion people live on less than £1 a day, not just for food and drink but
for everything – education, health, housing, travel – the works. The Live
Below the Line campaign aims to highlight this by challenging
individuals to spend just £1 a day on food and drink for 5 days and raise
funds for their chosen charity.
In Burundi 90% rely on agriculture for a living and 1.5 million do not have
food security. Three in four people are hungry and half the children are
stunted by malnutrition. In 2007 I spent two weeks in Burundi with the
Church Mission Society so I have seen some of this for myself. Send a Cow
helps families out of poverty by giving them the means to provide for
themselves:

CRICKET SECRETARY/BOOKING SECRETARY:

Mr Brian Whitley, email: brianwhitley2005@yahoo.co.uk
THE BOWLING SECRETARY:

Mrs Jacqui Whitley
e.mail: jacquiwhitley@yahoo.com

Tel:830901

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY:

Mrs Kath Griffiths

Tel:662116

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON
AND WEST FELTON

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG
e.mail: info@stevecharmley.co.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk Tel:650488
WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Mrs A. S. Cowley, “Pear Tree” Cottage, Treflach Oswestry
(Clerk to the Council) – Held the fourth Tuesday in the month
ascowley.whitpc@sky.com
www.2shrop.net/live/dynamic/SiteMap.asp?id=3391

Tel:659496

SHROPSHIRE YOUTH SERVICE

£7 is enough to give a family a chicken for fresh, protein rich eggs.
£32 is enough to buy a goat for nutritious milk to sell and drink.
£99 trains a family to set up an allotment full of vitamin rich vegetables.
Richard and I will be taking the Live Below the Line challenge from Sunday
19t April to Thursday 23rd April. We will be charting our progress on the
church Facebook page: ‘Whittington and West Felton Church’. We have
already begun pricing up our food options and debating our household
priorities. Richard is holding out for stock cubes and I’m wondering if
there’s any way we can afford a few tea bags! If you would like to support us
by donating or by joining in, please get in touch.
2

Rural Mobile visits the village on Tuesday 6-15pm – 8pm.
Bus parks opposite the “Premier” Shop, Whittington.
Open to the young people between the ages of 13 – 20 yrs.
Contact: Wendy Stockton, Shropshire Council Youth Worker.

Tel:654175

BAPTISM SECRETARY

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk

Tel:681036

WEDDING SECRETARY

Mrs Ann Jones, Springfield, Station Road, Whittington

Tel:662356
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of purple, green and gold were chosen in 1872 to honour Russian Grand
Duke Alexis Romanoff who was visiting New Orleans. The purple signifies
justice, green for faith and gold for power.

My web link for online giving is:
http://www.livebelowtheline.com/me/sarahburton7
Wishing you joy this Easter

What else is there – for a taste of ‘Bayou Life’ you can visit the Jean Lafitte
National Historic Park; you can visit the birthplace of Tabasco sauce on
Avery Island and there are plantation homes to visit. The Louis Armstrong
Park is a 32-acre sanctuary of green trees and jazz melodies in the heart of
the historic old quarter. Inside you'll find Congo Square, the meeting place of
slaves in the nineteenth century. If you're not able to visit New Orleans
during its famous annual festival, Mardi Gras World offers the Mardi Gras
experience year-round. The museum is the working studio of foremost
carnival float designer, Blaine Kern, for whom producing floats and props
for the city's annual Mardi Gras is a full-time job. You can watch Kern and
his team design and construct the giant sculptures of everything from cartoon
characters to mythological figures and animals that will eventually parade
through the streets. New Orleans' state-of-the-art Audubon Aquarium, is
regarded as the best in America; underwater tunnels allow visitors to marvel
at a Caribbean Reef and a re-creation of the Gulf of Mexico, complete with
sharks. There is also a walk-through Amazon rainforest and an exhibit
displaying the inside story of swamp life. Take a ride on the Natchez
steamboat as it traverses the Mississippi River and there are also a number of
Louisiana swamp tours.
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Love from
Sarah

Family Worship for Easter Sunday
Sunday 5th April 10:30am
A special Easter Communion Service for all ages
including children’s activities and egg-rolling
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open! If you are a sports fan visit the Mercedes-Benz Superdome; you might
want to check it out anyway - its 680-feet (210m) diameter makes it the
largest dome structure in the world. Visitors will do well to purchase the
New Orleans Power Pass. The pass is available in 1, 2, 3 or 5 consecutive
day options includes admission to 27 of New Orleans’ top attractions
offering discounts and the opportunity to skip the queue at many locations.
DIARY
1

WEDNESDAY IN HOLY WEEK
7:30pm

2

MAUNDY THURSDAY
7:00pm

3

5

Holy Communion with the Stripping of the Altar

GOOD FRIDAY
10:30am

Stations of the Cross Walk of Witness from West
Felton Methodist Church to St Michael’s, West Felton

11:30am

Making Easter Gardens at St. Michael’s

2:00pm

A Special Service for “The Last Hour”

EASTER DAY
6:30am

Churches Together in Oswestry District Easter
Sunday ‘Sunrise Service’ on Festival Square,
Oswestry

8:00am
10:30am

Holy Communion
Family Communion for all ages with children’s
activities and egg rolling

6:30pm
4

Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens’ Hall with light
refreshments - £1

Holy Communion according to the Book of
Common Prayer

The beating heart of New Orleans is her jazz music emanating from live
performance spots dotted throughout the French
Quarter such as Preservation Hall. When the future of
traditional New Orleans jazz seemed dim this is the
place that kept the music alive; today, over 40 years
later, the hall is still going strong. Open six nights a
week you will find it filled to capacity with people
eager to hear authentic New Orleans jazz, played by both veteran and
younger musicians. There's no bar or climate control, and a line usually
forms outside before each of three 45 minute performances.
This historic city – ‘The Big Easy’ or simply ‘NOLA’ - has been occupied
by both the French and the Spanish, a legacy that has trickled down into the
distinct Creole architecture and delectable
Cajun food offered by many restaurants.
Breakfast at Brennan’s was established in
1946 and is particularly famous for the
variety of its menu including their Crabmeat Omelette topped with Hollandaise
sauce and the ever-popular Eggs Bayou
Lafourche; reservations are required. No
one can visit New Orleans and not venture into the historic Pat O’Brien’s for
at least one Hurricane. Famous for its duelling pianos, this French Quarter
bar/restaurant also boasts another unique trademark — a flaming water
fountain with fire emerging from the centre. Mulate’s, the Original Cajun
Restaurant, features authentic Cajun cuisine and live Cajun music and
dancing nightly.
Canal Street, just outside the French Quarter, was once the widest street in
the world, named for a canal that was never built; the total mileage of canals
both above and below ground is more than that of Venice; the game of poker
was invented in New Orleans in the early 1800’s and the Mardi Gras colours
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TRAVELLER’S TALES
NEW ORLEANS
When Jean Baptiste Le Moyne picked out this strategic spot on the
Mississippi River for his French colony in 1718 little did he know that
tragedy would strike nearly 290 years later. Situated on a swamp, and
surrounded by the sea, Lake Pontchartrain and the Mississippi River, the
subsiding city of New Orleans chose to swim rather than sink thanks to the
construction of a system of levees, pumps and canals to protect the city from
flooding. But on 30th August 2005 Hurricane Katrina catapulted it into world
headlines as the city struggled to cope with extensive damage, loss of life
and the flooding of eighty percent of the city. But residents were determined
to rebuild, to bring back the jazz, the extravagant celebrations and the ‘Big
Easy’ lifestyle that once made it the party capital of America.
Spring, between March and May, is a good time to visit; temperatures are
moderate and it is also one of the least humid times of year. Festivals
including St Patrick’s Day, the Gay Easter Parade and the French Quarter
Festival alltake place during this period.
The heart and soul of New Orleans is the French Quarter, covering about
ninety square blocks. The Quarter, or Vieux Carre, was established in 1718
as a French military outpost, which was later taken over by the Spanish,
merging into a freewheeling culture incorporating slaves, pirates,
mercenaries, call-girls and various freemen of every colour and creed. Today
the area looks and feels much as it did before the hurricane with its wroughtiron railings and tall doorways; clubs, bars, restaurants and shops all a-buzz.
By day it is one of the best people-watching spots in the world and by night
the area becomes a giant street party throbbing with jazz music and a worldclass dining district.
See a bit of the city's underbelly in the New Orleans Voodoo Museum or
take a cemetery tour – burials take place above ground because of the
flooding. The Hurricane Katrina Tour takes visitors through the worst
affected areas of the city, including Lakeview and Gentill, and is a tragic, yet
fantastic way to see parts of the city and people that would otherwise only be
seen by locals. Take in cycle tour to see the beautiful homes in the Garden
District; several celebrities have residences in the area, so keep your eyes
32
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EASTER BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY

9

9:30am

Holy Communion

7:00pm

Whittington Women’s Institute meets in the
Community Centre; Speaker: Nathan Waller
Topic: Tax, Care and Toyboys
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8:00am

The April Prayer Breakfast to support Ben Mayho,
The Schools Christian Project Worker, will be held
at the home of Lorna Borland, Laburnum Cottage,
Clarke’s Lane, St Martins (St Martins Parish Church);
if you would like to attend please telephone Lynn
Carroll-01691 659385 by Wednesday 8th April
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SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
8:00am
10:30am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion

13

LAST DAY for magazine material for the May edition of the
“Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, 4 Rosehill
Avenue, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com
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9:30am

Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

3:00pm

Whittington Senior Citizens have a talk by Andy
Cawthray about the various breeds of chickens that
he rears in the Senior Citizens’ Hall

9:30am

Holy Communion

10:00am

Coffee followed by Bible Study; further details in
this edition of “The Ripple”

16

19

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
8:00am
10:30am
6:30pm

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Evensong

5
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9:30am

Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

7:00pm

Whittington Parochial Church Council meets in the
Senior Citizens’ Hall

7:30pm

‘Filling Station’ at Knockin Assembly Rooms;
further details elsewhere in this edition of “The
Ripple”
‘Springtime Charity Event’ in Aid of Severn
Hospice and Muscular Dystrophy at Oswestry
Cricket Club; further details elsewhere in this
edition of “The Ripple”
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7:30pm

23

ST GEORGE’S DAY
9:30am

Holy Communion

10:00-12:00noon Coffee Morning in church; further details elsewhere in this edition of “The Ripple”
24
26

28

30
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7:30pm

Whittington Parish Council meets in the Senior
Citizens’ Hall

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
8:00am
10:30am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion

9:30am

Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

7:30pm

Election Hustings in Oswestry Methodist Church
Hall; further details elsewhere in this edition of
“The Ripple”

09:30am

Holy Communion

10:00am

Coffee followed by Bible Study; further details in
this edition of “The Ripple”

Whittington Parish Plan Steering Group Meeting: The Committee met on
17th February to discuss the quotes received for printing, distributing and
web based voting on the questionnaire. It was agreed that the school pod
voting session would go ahead to canvass the views of the youngsters. The
agreed date was 5th March. The next meeting will be on 17th March when the
committee will collate, pack and address the envelopes ready for the
distribution of the questionnaire.
Wingate Way - Park Hall - Green Space Consultation: The Council
discussed a letter and questionnaire which had been circulated by the
Housing Association to residents on the site and some neighbouring
properties. It was asking for feedback on some proposed plans for the green
space between the development and adjacent houses at Park Meadow. A
copy had not been sent to the Council and the proposals had not been agreed
between the Working Party from the Council and the Housing Association.
The Council are writing to the Housing Association about the situation.
Footway Lighting: Councillors reported where street lamps were out at
night or coming on in the day. It was also noted that the two Solar Panel
lamps in Park Hall, belonging to Shropshire Council, had been removed.
They have erected two new lamp posts in their place and both have now
been fitted with an LED lamp head.
Play Area at Fitzgwarine: The play area equipment has been mended by
P&W Contracting Services Ltd and it was now open for use; the vandalism
had cost the Council £954.
Date and time of the next meeting: The date and time of the next Parish
Council meeting is Tuesday 24th March 2015 commencing at 7:30pm in the
Senior Citizens’ Hall.
Paul Thompson-Lawrence
(This article is a brief outline of the main discussion points for the WPC
meeting and does not represent a formal record. For an official copy of the
minutes please contact the Parish Clerk or look on the Parish Website
www.shrop.net/WhitPC)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Thought for the Day - The biggest lie I tell myself is “I don't need to write
that down, I'll remember it.”
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Whittington Parish Council News,
Meeting held on 24th January 2015

ADVANCE NOTICE
May 10th – 16th

There were seven Parish Councillors, the Clerk, and two members of the
public at the meeting.
Matters arising from the minutes:
1. The Post Office will be relocating at the end of March.
2. The Annual Parish Walk will not take place this year.
3. A lady member of the public addressed the Councillors regarding support
for this year’s Whittington International Chamber Music Festival to be held
in the church; the festival will focus on Mendelssohn and run from the 12th 17th May and there will be free entry for young people aged 8-25.
Councillors discussed the event and subsequently awarded the sum of
£300.00 towards the cost of the festival.
Community Police Incident Report for December 2014:
Anti-Social Behaviour - Not Youth Related - 1 incident in Fitzalan Close
of dog nuisance
Burglary at a Dwelling - 1 incident in Castlefields
Criminal Damage – 1 incident in Park Hall of a broken window
Theft - 1 incident of cash in residential home
Community Police Incident Report for January 2015:
Vehicle Nuisance - 1 incident at Three Trees of noise (loud music)
Planning:
15/00282/FUL – Whittington Fish Bar, Station Road – Proposed new shop
front, internal alterations and first floor extension to provide additional living
space.
Planning Permission Granted:
14/05667/TCA - Removal of Turkey Oak on land in Oswestry Road,
Whittington
14/04886/FUL – Park Hall Countryside Experience – Formation of World
War I and II trench systems
15/00058/TCA – To reduce the height by a third on one Twisted Willow
within Whittington Conservation Area at 2 Donnett Close.
30

Christian Aid Week
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Extracts from the Parish Registers
for the month of February 2015
HOLY MATRIMONY
We sent our Best Wishes to:14th February 2015

Christopher Robert Buckeridge
and Carrie-Ann Woodhead
both of Oaklands Drive

.
REQUIESCAT IN PACE
“May the Souls of the Faithful Departed Rest in Peace”
11th February 2015

Raymond Charles Pearson
aged 79 of Inglis Road

Communicants for the month……..201
Attendance for the month…………...241
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The Rector and Trustees of St John the Baptist acknowledge the following
donations:A donation of £500
Anon
A donation of £100 towards “The Ripple” from Whittington Parish Council
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
‘Fair Necessities Appeal’
We would like to thank you all very much for your kind donations totalling
£28 which we have arranged to send to ‘Traidcraft’ in response to their
‘Fair Necessities Appeal’ and which we were promoting at the Coffee
7

Morning in Whittington Church on the 26th February. Whittington Church is
committed to supporting in every way we can the ‘Fair Trade’ label. Every
little helps to make a difference in the lives of farmers and their families
around the world and all donations will be doubled by the UK Government’s
‘Aid Match’ scheme. We had a very successful coffee morning despite the
weather being drizzly and look forward to seeing you all on 26th March.
The ‘COFFEE & ComPany’ Team
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
THANK YOU
I would like to thank Sarah, Richard, Arthur and the congregation at
Whittington for the kind prayers said for me during my illness. I am happy to
report that I am now on the road to recovery and looking forward to seeing
everyone soon.
David Thomas and Family
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
THANK YOU
My thanks to the committee of the Senior Citizens’ Club
for a wonderful tea organised to celebrate my 90th
birthday. I had a wonderful afternoon and enjoyed the
company of all those who came to help me celebrate.
Elizabeth Guyatt
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
THANK YOU
Many thanks to everyone who supported the Whist Drive in aid of the
N.S.P.C.C. held in the Senior Citizens’ Hall on 18th March. A total of £180
was raised which will go to support the abused children in the Welsh Borders
area, covering both North Shropshire and Mid Wales.
Rita Moir
th

MAY 10 – 16

th

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK
8

Collectors, please try to keep this week clear!

Some Flowers and Bulbs can be
Poisonous to Dogs
Pet owners need to be aware that some common
garden plants and flowers could be toxic to their pets, causing sickness and
diarrhoea with severe cases of poisoning leading to coma and death.
Pets can be poisoned by plants if they eat or even just chew part of the plant,
the flower, the bulb or the plant leaves. Flowers heavily in pollen can also
drop pollen onto the pet’s coat, which could then be licked off and ingested
by your pet.
If you are unsure about the toxicity of plants and flowers in your garden, talk
to your garden centre and consult relevant publications and web pages.
However, below we have attempted to give a basic guide to some of the more
common plants and flowers that can be toxic to dogs.
Some plants to be aware of:
Daffodil (especially the bulbs)
Castor Oil Bush (dogs love the seeds)
Cherry Laurel (common hedging plant)
Laburnum (and related species)
Lilies/Lily of the Valley (especially toxic to cats)
Philodendron (popular ornamental house plant)
Other common plants and flowers worth mentioning are:
Azalea - Foxgloves - Ivy (some species) - Rhubarb - Yew
General symptoms of poisoning:
Oral or skin irritation - Upset stomach/Vomiting/Diarrhoea -Weakness Rapid breathing - Fever - Drooling - Coma - Heart failure - Depression Excitability or lethargy - Tremors/Seizures/Fitting - Increased Thirst Dilated Pupils - Dizziness/Loss of Balance - Disorientation
Contact your vet immediately if you think your pet has eaten any toxic
plants, flowers, or in fact any toxic items or substances.
29

Chocolate is Good for You – Inside and Out!
Eat it! Researchers (at the Virginia Polytechnic
Institute) have identified the specific ingredient
in chocolate that may be most responsible for its
newly recognized weight loss and anti-diabetes
benefits. Scientists have known for some time
that cocoa leads the pack when it comes to
flavanol-rich foods, with the potential to boost
heart health, lower blood sugar, and decrease
body fat. What they haven’t known is which
flavanols are responsible for which health
benefits. Now they do!
Unfortunately we cannot just cram in the
Chocolate and expect to lose weight as it
Contains lots of fat and sugar and that’s a whole other problem! But now
there might well be good justification of a little good quality dark chocolate
every day apart from the fact it just tastes amazing!
Apply it! Cocoa butter is the pure, edible vegetable fat extracted from
cocoa beans. It is a key ingredient in many skin and body care products
thanks to its velvety, sweet fragrance and super-moisturising abilities. Its
fatty acids are able to penetrate past the top layer of skin deep into the dermis
where hydration is retained – making cocoa butter skincare perfect fro dry
and sensitive skins. Cocoa butter also contains high levels of skin protecting
vitamins and anti-aging antioxidants, and is often used to ease the
appearance of stretch marks and scars.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Thursday Mornings in Whittington Church
Worship, Sharing, Learning

SPRINGTIME
CHARITY
EVENING
Charity Number 1101971

In aid of the Severn Hospice
& Action Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy
WEDNESDAY 22nd APRIL 2015
OSWESTRY CRICKET CLUB
7:30pm ‘til late

Live Entertainment by Paul Challinor
Grand Raffle & Auction
Tickets £12.50 inc. Food – Contact Eleanor 01691 656193
Gill 01691 653813

9:30am Holy Communion,
10:00am Coffee and Bible Study
Beginning on the 16th April we continue our study of Psalms:
16th April
23rd April
30th April
28

Psalms Study
Coffee Morning
Psalms Study

May I remind the people that are joining me on the holiday to the Isle of
Wight in May that the balance of the cost is now due please.
Gill Roberts 01691 662236
9

Confirmation Classes
This year, the confirmation service for Whittington and West
Felton will take place at St. Michael’s, West Felton on Thursday
16th July at 6:00pm; Bishop Mark will be taking the service.
Confirmation is a tradition in the Church of England seen as complementing
Baptism. Normally, persons are baptised as babies, on the commitment of
their parents and Godparents. Confirmation gives opportunity for those
people, once they have grown to 10 years of age or more, to make that
commitment for themselves. It is usually preceded by a few meetings when
we consider what those commitments are, and what we are growing to
understand and believe.
If any young people, or adults, would like to consider confirmation this year,
please get in touch with Sarah (238658, sarahburton7@gmail.com) or Tony
(610586, t.sparham41@btinternet.com)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
North Shropshire & Borders Filling Station
Knockin Assembly Rooms, SY10 8HJ
3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm
This is a new initiative supported by a number of local churches but not
affiliated with any particular church. All are welcome to attend.
21st April The Revd Nick Crawley; Regional Director the Filling Station
Trust
19th May The Revd Tim Storey, Rector, Central Telford Parish; New Wine
Coordinator
16th June The Revd Richard Fothergill; National Director of the Filling
Station Trust
21st July The Right Revd Mark Rylands, Bishop of Shrewsbury
NO MEETING IN AUGUST OR DECEMBER
What is The Filling Station? - Monthly mid-week evening ‘celebration’
meetings held in non-church venues. The Filling Station offers high quality
speakers and teachers, contemporary sung worship and powerful, accessible
prayer ministry. http://www.thefillingstation.org.uk/
10

RECIPE OF THE MONTH
Lamb en Croûte
Are you having a family gathering this Easter? Lamb is traditionally eaten at
Easter, lamb symbolising the sacrifice of Christ: but instead of the traditional
roasted joint why not serve something different for a change
2.2 kg (4½ lb) leg of lamb (ask your butcher to bone out) – feeds 10
150 ml (¼ pt) red wine
450 g (1 lb) pork sausage meat
100 g (¼ lb) bacon rashers, rinded and chopped
15 ml (1 tbsp) pistachio nuts, blanches and chopped
salt and freshly ground black pepper
25 g (1 oz) butter
225 g (½ lb) onions, skinned and sliced
sprig of thyme or a little dried thyme
1 bay leaf
3 parsley stalks
1 clove garlic, skinned and crushed
425 g (15 oz) can consommé
450 g (1 lb) ready-made puff pastry
Beaten egg to glaze
a little flour
Marinade the lamb in the wine for 2-3 hours, turning it occasionally.
Combine the sausage meat, bacon and nuts and season well.
Remove the meat from the wine and dry well on absorbent paper.
Stuff the cavity with the sausage meat, and sew up both ends with string.
Fry the meat in the butter to seal; then place in a casserole.
Reheat the butter, add the onions, sauté, and add to the casserole with the
thyme, bayleaf, parsley, garlic, marinade and consommé.
Cover and cook in the over at 170°C/325°F or Gas 3 for 2 hours.
Take the meat from the dish (reserving the juices) and allow to cool.
Roll the pastry out into an oblong 50cm by 25cm (20in x 10in).
Brush the meat surface with beaten egg and dust with flour.
Place the lamb in the centre and make a parcel by folding the short ends
over, sealing them with beaten egg; draw the long edges over and seal.
Turn onto a baking sheet, sealed side down. Decorate with pastry trimmings,
brush with beaten egg and bake in the oven at 230°C/ 450 or Gas 8 for about
45 minutes, covering with foil if in danger of over-browning. Make the
gravy using the strained juices, first removing the fat with a layer of
absorbent paper.
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Update for April 2015
As reported in the press the Department of Energy
and Climate Change has announced that “decisions
on the applications considered at the Mid-Wales
Public Inquiry are now expected to be made early in
the next Parliament.” The Inspector's report was
submitted to them on 8th December and already has a
decision/recommendation within it, but only a few people knows what that is.
National Grid continue their surveys and photographs in order to build up the
huge dossier they need to submit to the National Infrastructure arm of the
Planning Inspectorate in order to get their planning permission. We will then
be able to see whether they have taken any notice at all of all the comments
made on their recent consultation. Arthur Walpole tabled the following
motion, which was passed at the full meeting of Shropshire Council on 26th
February. It shows how committed Shropshire Council is to the campaign.
“This Motion seeks the support of the Members of Shropshire Council, to
reaffirm the Council’s objection in principle to a 400kV High Voltage
overhead power line crossing Shropshire to connect Windfarms in midWales to the existing national grid. The proposed overhead Power Line will
have a detrimental impact in Shropshire with no perceived beneficial gain for
Shropshire communities and will adversely affect our local communities our
environment and our tourist economy. The construction phase including the
impact of the construction traffic on our local roads and communities would
have a detrimental effect on the quality of life and on property. This will
leave a permanent legacy affecting our green and pleasant land. This Motion
furthermore registers concern at the anxiety that is being caused by National
Grid pursuing formal consultation on the proposed Power Line predicated on
the need to connect Windfarms some of which are the subject of a Public
Inquiry and which may not be agreed. Should the need for the Power Line be
established then this Motion seeks the support of the members of Shropshire
Council in pressing National Grid to re-examine the justification for the
overhead pylon route and to present a feasibility case for a solution using
underground cables. This Motion endorses the need for the Council's
Officers and Members to continue to engage in the due planning processes
for the proposed High Voltage Power Line so as to ensure that the interests
of our communities are fully and effectively represented.”
charleswgreen@msn.com or tinastamps@hotmail.co.uk
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Whittington Music Festival
Our third Chamber Music Festival takes place next
month, with six concerts in the parish church. It
promises to be every bit as good as last year’s,
which some nights attracted a full house. Full details
are on the leaflet slipped into the Ripple this month.
Although you can buy tickets at the door, you might
want to make sure of a seat by booking in advance,
which you can do online or by popping into our
brand new Post Office. Because of special funding, young people aged 8–25
get into all the concerts free of charge.
Ten brilliant international musicians at the top of their game will be staying
in or around the village, rehearsing, performing and being part of the
community. Do chat with them if you come across them, or pop into church
during the day to watch them rehearse. They come from Russia, the USA,
Germany, Holland, Serbia, Australia and the UK – all speak excellent
English! You can find out all about them on the Festival website.
The featured composer this year is Felix Mendelssohn, who was an even
greater child prodigy than Mozart. The reason why his reputation isn’t as
great is quite simply that his family was Jewish. Late 19th-century antiSemitism (of which all European countries were guilty) reached its peak with
the rise of Hitler. A great-great-great-great niece of Mendelssohn, the
documentary producer Sheila Hayman, is visiting during the Festival to show
her BBC film “Mendelssohn, the Nazis and me” at Kinokulture on Friday
15th May at lunchtime. That event, together with the concerts’ stunning
selection of wonderfully exciting and tuneful music, will certainly help
restore this great composer to the high table of Europe’s cultural pantheon
where he properly belongs.
The Festival Committee is very grateful for the encouraging backing of the
Parish Council this year. If you personally would like to help in any way, by
stewarding, shifting staging, offering transport and such like, please get in
touch soon with Rosie Mortimer on 01691 657986.
www.whittingtonmusicfestival.org.uk
Lawrence Mortimer
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WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers
The lunch at the White Lion, this month is on Tuesday 28th April; after
which we will hold the Annual General Meeting in the Senior Citizens’ Hall
commencing at 1:30pm; a cup of tea and a piece of cake will be served.
We have decided to keep the subscription fee at £5 for another year and this
is due at the Annual General Meeting, or as soon as possible after our
financial year ends which is 31st March.
We held a fish and chip lunch on Tuesday 17th March provided by ‘Grandad
Chip’ who visits local villages with his “chip van”. On behalf of ‘Grandad
Chip’ I would like to apologise for the unfortunate happenings at the lunch;
Chris (Grandad Chip) was very upset that he was unable to produce food up
to his usual high standard. As those of you who attended the lunch know the
gas bottle in his van was not functioning correctly; the gas kept cutting out
which made it difficult to keep the fat hot and produce the usual crisp batter
for his fish and chips. I saw him that same night and he had taken the gas
bottle back to the supplier and it was discovered that he had been given the
incorrect bottle of gas - hence the poor performance. He sincerely
apologises and hopes we will invite him back again to prove that he is
capable of producing fantastic fish and chips.
On Tuesday 31st March we held our Easter Tea, and Easter Eggs were
presented to members. The tea was once again prepared and served by the
six hard-working members of the committee together with the help of others
present. We enjoyed the usual fare of sandwiches, cakes, hot cross buns,
along with fruit and cream.
Just a reminder that the Thursday coffee mornings will re-commence on
Thursday 2nd April as British Summer Time starts on 29th March.
The line dance classes are proving to be a success with Steve Mason our
teacher introducing new dances and taxing our memories; it is a good form
of exercise. The sessions cost £3.50 each and start at 1:30pm and finish just
after 3:00pm. You do not have to stay for the full session but can come and
go as suits your requirements.
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Answers to March General Knowledge Quiz
1 San Jose
2 Scottish Crossbill
3 Scrubs
4 Sculpture
5 Scunthorpe
6 Goat
7 Redox
8 Robert Schumann
9 Queens Park
10 Russia
11 Seaborgium
12 Raspberry
13 Quality Street
14 Nature of Being
15 Panthalassa
16 Armenia
17 William Langland
18 Ludwig Mies van der Rohe
19 Venus
20 Garlic
21 Halyard
22Rugby Union
23 Versace
24 Bishop
25 Azerbaijan
26 South Korea
27 Belgium
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
OLD GARDENER – APRIL TIPS
While green and in flower, now is the ideal time to mark
spring bulbs for dividing. Snowdrops, crocus and
daffodils will respond well. When the flowers have died
back you can lift, divide and replant the drifts around the
garden. This is a great way to increase your display and
improve flowering.
Shrubs that flower in the Spring can be pruned after the
flowers have faded. Pruning at any other time may
remove your buds and reduce flowering. These shrubs
include Chaenomeles (flowering quince), Forsythia, Deutzia and
Philadelphus (mock orange).
Keep a check on the new foliage of roses for black spot and aphids. Remove
diseased leaves and treat early to ensure to ensure plants produce a healthy
and attractive display.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Election Hustings
Churches Together in Oswestry District is organising
an election hustings in Oswestry Methodist
Church Hall on Tuesday 28th April at 7:30pm at which all five local election
candidates expect to be present. The meeting will be chaired by Rev. Simon
Thorburn, Vicar of St Oswald’s Parish Church and everyone is welcome to
attend.
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Worship . Friendship . Learning . Worship . Friendship . Learning

COFFEE & ComPany
Come & Enjoy
a
Cup of Tea or Coffee
and a chat for an hour or so
in

Whittington Church
Thursday 23rd April
10:00am – 12:00 noon

All are very welcome
Entrance is free
Voluntary Donations to Church
How to Get Rich Quick
A young man asked a rich old man how he had made his fortune. The old
man replied:
“Well, lad, it was 1932, the depth of the Great
Depression. I was down to my last shilling. I
invested that shilling in an apple. I spent a few
minutes polishing that apple and sold the apple
for a shilling and six pence. The next morning, I
invested that shilling in another apple, and after carefully polishing it, also
sold it for a shilling and six pence. I continued this system for a month and
by the end of which I'd accumulated a fortune of 14 shillings. Then my
wife's father died and left us two million pounds.”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
With the General Election looming –
There are two sides to every question, and a politician usually takes both.
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Andy Cawthray from ‘ChickenStreet’ is visiting us in the hall on Tuesday
14th April to give us an insight into the various breeds of chickens that he
rears; the cost will be £5 per person and tea and cakes will be served
afterwards.
Please try and support the events that the committee arrange as it is very
daunting when a lot of work goes into planning and preparing the events and
only a few people turn up.
Dates for Your Diary:
Wednesday 1st April
7:30pm Whist Drive with light refreshments - £1
th
Tuesday14
3:00pm A talk by Andy Cawthray
WEEKLY:
Monday
Thursday

2:00 pm Whist sessions – all welcome
10:00am Coffee Morning
1:30 –3:15 pm Line dancing - £3.50
Gill Roberts 01691 662236
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
More Sporting Success

Congratulations to the school rugby team who beat Oswestry School 9-1 in
March. The team along with Katie Joseph and Henry Walker, who are crosscountry runners, and the tag-rugby team went on to represent the whole of
North Shropshire at the Shropshire Games. Katie and Henry finished 7th and
13th respectively and the tag-rugby team came fourth.
Elsewhere the Key stage 1 athletics team competed against five other teams
and all tried extremely hard coming second, winning a silver medal each;
and the school swimming team tried hard in a local swimming gala finishing
second to Oswestry School.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
With the General Election looming –
Honesty is a question of right and wrong, not a matter of policy.

Anon
13

Extract from ‘Valley News’ January 2013
IMPORTANCE OF TAX RETURN ACCURACY

14
15
16

Here is an example of the importance of accuracy in your tax return.
HMRC has returned the Tax Return to a man in Evesham after he
apparently answered one of the questions incorrectly.

18
20

They must be ‘worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine’
(1 Timothy 3:8) (7)
The human mind or soul (6)
‘O Lord, while precious children starve, the tools of war increase;
their bread is — ’ (Graham Kendrick) (6)
‘We played the flute for you, and you did not — ’ (Matthew 11:17) (5)
Bared (anag.) (5)

In response to the question: “Do you have anyone dependent on you?”
the man wrote: “2.1 million illegal immigrants, 1.1 million crackheads,
4.4 million unemployable Jeremy Kyle scroungers, 900,000 criminals in
over 85 prisons, plus 650 idiots in Parliament, and the whole of the
European Commission”.
HMRC stated the response he gave was unacceptable.
The man’s response to HMRC was: “Who did I miss out?”
Name and address supplied

1st Oswestry Girls’ Brigade
Meets at Christ Church, Oswestry
Every Monday 6:00-7:30pm
PLEASE COME AND JOIN US

Explorers 4-7 years,
Juniors 7-10 years
Seniors 10-13 years,
Brigaders 13-18 years
Fun, friendship, games, crafts, sleepovers, learning new skills and yearly
camp.
For more information please contact Lorna 01691 680708
(lorna.edwards39@yahoo.com) or just arrive
14

Heaven - An exasperated mother, whose son was always getting into
mischief, finally asked him, “How do you expect to get into Heaven?”
The boy thought it over and said, “Well, I'll just run in and out and in and out
and keep slamming the door until St. Peter says ‘For Heaven's sake, Dylan,
come in or stay out!’”
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Advance Notice: New Sunday Service Pattern
for Whittington, West Felton and Haughton from August 2015

Across
1
4
8
9
10
11
12
17
19
21
22
23
24

Relating to the whole universe (6)
The disciple who made the remark in 8 Across (John 20:24) (6)
‘Unless I see the nail marks — — hands, I will not believe it’
(John 20:25) (2,3)
He urged King Jehoiakim not to burn the scroll containing Jeremiah’s
message (Jeremiah 36:25) (7)
Baptist minister and controversial founder of America’s Moral
Majority, Jerry — (7)
‘Look, here is — . Why shouldn’t I be baptized?’ (Acts 8:36) (5)
Repossessed (Genesis 14:16) (9)
Port from which Paul sailed on his last journey to Rome (Acts 27:3–4)
(5)
‘Moses was not aware that his face was — because he had spoken
with the Lord’ (Exodus 34:29) (7)
Roonwit, C.S. Lewis’s half-man, half-horse (7)
Grill (Luke 24:42) (5)
‘The lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the — apostles’ (Acts
1:26) (6)
‘I was sick and you looked after me, I was in — and you came to visit
me’ (Matthew 25:36) (6)
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Losing Tony means that there will need to be changes to the Sunday services
across the benefice. The Parochial Church Councils of both parishes have
agreed to the following service pattern:
8:00am Holy Communion in Whittington, on the 1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays in
the month – led by the Rector and Canon Philip Crowe
9:00/9:30am Holy Communion in West Felton and Haughton, weekly – led
by the Rector
11:00am Holy Communion in Whittington, weekly – led by the Rector with
assistance from other members of the clergy
12:15pm Baptism, monthly - led by the Rector (baptisms will be arranged
during 11:00am services on other dates)
4:00pm Messy Church, monthly - led by the Rector and the Children and
Families Team
6:30pm Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) monthly – led by the
Rector

Down
1
2
3
5
6
7
9
13

At the end of July 2015, Canon Tony Sparham will be retiring as the Housefor-Duty post in West Felton comes to an end. We have been most fortunate
to have had Tony ministering amongst us for the past four years and he will
be greatly missed

Coastal rockfaces (Psalm 141:6) (6)
Academic (1 Corinthians 1:20) (7)
Publish (Daniel 6:26) (5)
For example, the Crusades (4,3)
11 Across is certainly this (5)
He reps (anag.) (6)
Liberator (Psalm 18:2) (9)
Man who asked the question in 11 Across was in charge of all her
treasury (Acts 8:27) (7)

6:30pm Evensong monthly – led by Rev. Arthur Drowley and lay worship
leaders.
I have been very encouraged by the positive way in which both Parochial
Church Councils have responded to the need for change and have worked
together to plan these worship arrangements. If you have any questions about
this, please get in touch.
Sarah
In the cookie of life, friends are the chocolate chips
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WHITTINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

April at Whittington Castle
28th-29th March

Glenys Brind welcomed members to the March meeting and various items of
business were discussed.
The guest speaker for the evening was Hazel Griffiths who gave us an
engaging and inspirational talk on “The Motion of the Ocean.” Hazel
explained how her career took a huge turn after becoming very disillusioned
with her job in the financial sector.
She decided to take a leap of faith and resigned before learning to become a
freelance tour guide for some of the major cruise companies; which she says
is a fascinating and rewarding past time allowing her to feed her passion for
travel and history.
Her first cruise ship was P&O’s Arcadia and since then she had been aboard
many other ships. Hazel spends long hours researching the ports of call on
the itineraries to best inform the guests aboard, and her onboard talks about
upcoming ports are accompanied by the many beautiful photographs she has
taken. Sometimes she has to think on her feet because if a ship is unable to
dock at a designated port she will then have to give a talk on whichever port
they can dock at. We all had a thoroughly enjoyable evening and the vote of
thanks was given by Margaret Hulson.
The competition ‘A Holiday Photograph’ was won by Julie Sheffield; second
was Libby Morris and third Susan Barclay.
We meet every 2nd Thursday of the month in the Community Centre at
7:00pm all are welcome.
Julie Sheffield
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Sermon - A pastor, known for his lengthy sermons,
noticed a man get up and leave during the middle of
his message. The man returned just before the
conclusion of the service. Afterwards the pastor
asked the man where he had gone. “I went to get a haircut,” was the reply.
“But,” said the pastor, “Why didn't you do that before the service?”
“Because,” the gentleman said, “I didn't need one then.”
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5th-6th April
19th April

2nd/3rd/4th May

10:00am-4:00pm Napoleonic
Riflemen Weekend marking the
200 years since the Battle of
Waterloo with the 5/60th Rifles, the
Coldstream Guards and the Black
Brunkswickers. Along with a camp there will be talks
and a unit drill at 10:30 am; a drill and firing display at
12.00 noon and a skirmish each day at 3:00pm. There will
also include the execution of a deserter and a Frenchman
spying on the British Camp – Entry £1 per person
10:00am-4:00pm Easter Egg Hunt and Stalls – Follow
the Trail and collect your prizes – £1 per child
10:00am Car Boot Sale - £5 per car – sorry NO trade
stands and no cars before 9:00am
10:00am-4:00pm The House of the Black Star –
Medieval Living History Day
10:00am-4:00pm Historia Normannis – The Norman
Invasion of the Castle and village! – As seen on TV’s
“Weekend Warriors” – the largest event of the year at
the Castle – Entrance: Adults £3, Children £1 – Battles,
Displays and Living History event with over 200 Norman
Re-enactors!
Sue Ellis, Castle Manager Telephone 01691 662500
E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk
Website www.whittingtoncastle.co.uk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
POLITE REQUEST

As the Summer season of events at the Castle commences can I please
request that cars do NOT park at the entrance to the Castle; it is becoming
very dangerous for visitors coming from or leaving in the direction of
Gobowen – they cannot see oncoming traffic. In addition access may be
required by Emergency vehicles that require more maneuvering space. Cars
are most welcome to be parked at the Castle.
Sue Ellis
Everyone else my age is an adult, whereas I am merely in disguise
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Children’s Page
Here is something to make for your family and friends
during the holiday – as you need to use an oven do ask an
adult to help.

SAVE THE CHILDREN

PLANT SALE & TWO OPEN GARDENS

SUNDAY 3rd MAY

CHEESE STRAWS
225 g unsalted butter
375 g plain flour
200 g mature cheddar cheese, grated
(ask the adult helping you to do the grating)
2 egg yolks
½ teaspoon cayenne pepper
2-4 tablespoons water
Baking sheet lined with parchment paper
Oven: 190°C/ 375°F or Gas mark 5
In a large bowl rub the butter into the flour so that it looks
like breadcrumbs – then add the cheese, egg yolks and the
pepper to the mixture.
Now add enough of the water to make a flexible dough.
Put the bowl in the refrigerator for 30 minutes.
Tip the dough on to a clean surface and roll out to 8mm
thickness.
Cut into slims straws, no more than 1cm wide and place on
the baking sheet (this amount will make about 40!).
Bake for 10 minutes or until pale gold and crisp.
Allow to cool before trying one!
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10:30am – 5:00pm
Reg. Charity no: 213890

Garden Croft, Daisy Lane, SY11 4EA
A recently planted garden with perennials (some Welsh),
vegetable beds, new trees and wild flowers.
PLANTS FOR SALE at modest prices, Raffle.

and Westbourne House, Top Street, SY11 4DR
A country cottage set in a prize-winning artistically planted garden;
ornamental fish pond and ‘Monet Bridge’
Shropsire Wildlife Stand, Master Composters,
Kinnerton Morris Dance at 12:00 noon
and the Haslington Hawkestra
Refreshments available
Proceeds to: SAVE THE CHILDREN
Parking area --- Dogs on leads welcome at Garden Croft
Two’s company… For our honeymoon my fiancée and I chose a fashionable
hotel known for its luxurious suites. When I called to make reservations, the
desk clerk inquired, “Is this for a special occasion?”
“Yes,” I replied. “It's our honeymoon.”
“And how many adults will there be?” she asked.
Friendship is a responsibility...not an opportunity
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ANSWERS TO THE SWEET QUIZ

Largest Volcanic Eruption – ever

Thank you to all those who bought a quiz sheet; we have raised £160 for
church funds giving a prize of £16 to the winner Mrs Joanne Evans of Glyn
Ceiriog. My thanks also go to all of those who sold the quiz for all their hard
work.

The largest volcanic eruption in recorded history – Mount Tambora in
Indonesia – began two hundred years ago this month on 5th April 1815. Ash
in the atmosphere lowered global temperatures for two years, and an
estimated minimum of seventy thousand people died. The explosion was
heard sixteen hundred miles away, and ash fell at least eight hundred miles
away.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Moonlight
Wispa
Snickers
Treats
Chocolate Orange
Fisherman’s Friend
Boost
Crème Egg
Cherry Lips
Chomp
Curly Wurly
Tablet
Walnut Whip
Dream
Time Out
Heroes
Cadbury’s Fudge
Kit Kat
Butterscotch
Popcorn
Blackpool Rock
Skittles
Celebrations
Dime Bar (Diam)
Picnic
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27
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29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

Black Jacks
Matchmakers
Uncle Joes (Mint ball)
Pear Drops
Milky Bar
Revels
Topic
Milk Tray
Victory V
Lion Bar
Smarties
Liquorice Allsorts
Candy Floss
Wine Gums
After Eight
Fuse
Yorkie
Star Bar
Minstrels
Drifter
Marbles
Double Decker
All Gold
Chocolate Buttons
Mars Bar

The winning Tie Breaker was:“Sweet success comes because life is like a box of chocolates”
Sue Dyke
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The eruption column reached the stratosphere, an altitude of more than
twenty-seven miles. Fine ash particles stayed in the atmosphere for many
months, spread around the globe by longitudinal winds, creating brilliantly
coloured sunsets and twilights in London and influencing painters such as
Turner.
In the spring and summer of 1815, a persistent “dry fog” was observed in the
north-eastern United States. The fog reddened and dimmed the sunlight, so
that sunspots were visible to the naked eye. In 1816, known as the Year
without a Summer, countries in the Northern Hemisphere suffered extreme
weather conditions.
Cool temperatures and heavy rains resulted in failed harvests in Britain and
Ireland. Famine was prevalent in Wales and north and south-west Ireland,
following the failure of wheat, oat and potato harvests.

Vesuvius
AD79

Tambora
1815

Krakatoa Mount St Helens
1883
1980 19

