WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS
WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre
Secretary: Mrs Joyce Howard
WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:

Chairman: Jonjo Evans
Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis
BELL RINGING:

Details from Brian Rothera
BROWNIES, GUIDES:

Tel:656389
Tel:671300
Tel:662500
Tel:657778

6:00-7:15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre
Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere
Tel:624390
BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen)
2 Heather Bank, Gobowen
Tel:658016
e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com

PARISH SERVICES

SUNDAY SERVICES:
8:00am Holy Communion on 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays
10:30am Holy Communion weekly

6:30pm Holy Communion according to the Book of
Common Prayer on 1st Sunday
6:30pm Evensong on the 3rd Sunday

4:00pm Messy Church on the 4th Sunday
(No Service in July or August)

WEEKDAYS: 9:30am Holy Communion - Thursday
5:30pm Choir Practice
- Alternate Thursdays

Reverend Jassica Castillo-Burley

Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington

Tel:662236

Tel:670940

Tel:611749

RECTOR:
Reverend Sarah Burton
Tel:238658
Assoc. Minister: Reverend Richard Burton email:wwfchurch@gmail.com
The Rectory, Castle Street, Whittington SY11 4DF
Curate:

Mrs G Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com

Tel:656389
Tel:659562

CHURCHWARDENS:

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington
Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington

Tel:662116

WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:

ORGANIST: Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall

Tel:672838

Tel:670127

MAGAZINE:
Editor:
Miss A Ward, Manor Garden, 5 Boot Street,
Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com

Tel:659385

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE:

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning
All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall
Secretary: Mrs Gillian Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington

SENIOR CITIZENS:

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions
Leaders: Dawn and Mandy
Meet in the Community Centre 9:00am – 3:00pm

Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road

Tel:662236

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White
Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm. This will now be the
only stop in the village.

Distribution:

WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL:

Headteacher: Mr Carl Rogers
e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk

Tel:662269
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CHURCH WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk
SCHOOL WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonschool.co.uk
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Learning to listen to God and the World

April 2018

One day in the middle of April, if you listen very carefully, you could
well hear the first willow warbler of the year. The next day there will
be two or three calling and then, in no time at all, everywhere you
walk in the village you will hear willow warblers – every bush seems
to be full of them. It is one of the joys of spring.
Willow warblers are small, unremarkable, brown birds no bigger than
a man’s thumb. They flit around the branches of willows and other tall
shrubs, but they are not easy to see. They call every spring but you
may never have heard them. You can train yourself to listen for them
– their call is a quickly falling trill of notes and to my mind they seem
to say; “Is it going to rain, I think it might rain, no it won’t.” Once you
get the hang of it you hear them everywhere.

and that when we no longer know which way to go
we have come to our real journey.

“It may be that when we no longer know what to do
we have come to our real work,

To me, training yourself to hear the willow warbler is a metaphor for
prayer. Prayer cannot be rushed and above all else it is about
listening. Jesus told us not to say much in prayer and to do it in
secret. To train yourself to recognise the call of a new bird you must
walk very slowly, very attentively and silently. And when you do get
tuned in you will be amazed by the beauty of the world around us.
Prayer also is about listening very attentively; trying to catch a
whisper of the Word of God. And prayer helps us to see the beauty of
the world around us, especially in the people we meet and the joy of
each new day.
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WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY:

Mr Andy Cawthray - email: WhitCBC@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:

Richard Beaman
CRICKET SECRETARY:

Trina Lewis – email: lewisbtkr@aol.com
BOWLING SECRETARY:

Eileen Sinker

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY:

Mrs Kath Griffiths

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON
AND WEST FELTON:

Tel:657178

07581 710523

Tel:659166

Tel:774406

07968 844341

Tel:770212

Tel:662116

Tel:681036

Tel:654175

Tel:659496

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG
e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk
Tel:650488

WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL:

Mrs A. S. Cowley, “Pear Tree” Cottage, Treflach, Oswestry
(Clerk to the Council) – Held the fourth Tuesday in the month
ascowley.whitpc@sky.com
www.whittingtonpc.wordpress.com

SHROPSHIRE YOUTH SERVICE:

Rural Mobile visits the village on Tuesday 6:15pm – 8:00pm
bus parks opposite the “Premier” Shop, Whittington.
Open to young people between the ages of 13 – 20 yrs.
Contact: Wendy Stockton, Shropshire Council Youth Worker.
BAPTISM SECRETARY:

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk

WEDDING: Please contact the Rector

Tel:238658
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still occupies a large part off the
palace despite all of the princes being
removed by the state in the early
1950’s; now it seems to be open
ground for cows to walk across.
Mysore is known as the city of sandalwood, silk and spices and maintains
an old world elegance – it is also
conspicuously cleaner than many
Indian towns and cities. One highlight was lunch at one of the ‘other’
palaces which had belonged to the rulers. As in most places the food was
curry based, but much of it is milder than many parts of India and in many
southern hotels they do now offer great buffets with lovely cakes for afters
(as opposed to great puddings).
Marion Lycett
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and when we no longer know what to pray
our prayer has just begun.”

Richard,
Whittington Rectory
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

4:00pm Sunday 29 April, Whittington Church

Messy Church

Joseph and his Brothers

We begin with crafts and activities
At 4:30pm we gather for a short act
of worship with songs and a story.
We end with sandwiches, cakes and
drinks for all to share.

Everyone welcome

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Coffee & Company

Come and Enjoy

a
Cup of Coffee or Tea
and a chat
In
Whittington Church - Thursday 26th April
10am - 12noon

All are very welcome
Entrance is free
Voluntary Donations to the Church

3

EASTER DAY

DIARY

3

2

7:30pm

3:00pm

Holy Communion

Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens’ Hall; £1.50
including refreshments

Whittington Senior Citizens hold their Annual
Easter Tea in the Senior Citizens’ Hall; further
details on page 15

EASTER BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY

1
8:00am
10:30am

4
9:30am

6:30pm

5
8:30am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion with children’s activities and egg
rolling
Holy Communion According to the Book of Common
Prayer

7

8:00am
10:30am
11:35am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Annual General Meeting of the Parochial Church
Council in church

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

The April Prayer Breakfast to support the Schools
Christian Project Worker will be at Cornerstone
Church, Lower Brook Street, Oswestry. If you would
like to attend please call Lynn Carroll on 659385 by
Wednesday 4th April

8

4

volunteers and did back flips over rows of them a bit like driving a
motorbike over a row of cars, but here there were no engines.

Cochin was the Portuguese centre, which they occupied until the 1960’s and
so it has a lot of churches still in use as it is one of the highest Christian areas
of India; in some towns as many as twenty-five per cent may be Christians.
Similar to the temples, entry is only allowed if modestly dressed and without
shoes. Just outside the town we visited a fishing village where they had fish
pools which were used for farming fish although they were much bigger and
cleaner than some I had seen in Vietnam. We saw how they netted the fish,
but more interesting they also grew coconut palms. Here they demonstrated
how nothing of the coconut is wasted; the outer husk and all the dead stalks
and leaves are used as fuel, the fibre around the coconut (as we see it) is
stranded out, spun into long fibres and plaited into rope, or cut and used for
coir matting. They gave us all a rope we had ‘helped’ to make to bring
home!! The coconut milk is squeezed out and the remaining white meat is
shredded for coconut cooking. They didn’t ask us to shin up the tree and try
cutting them down, but we did run
when they started coming down. Also
here we visited a Kathakali Classical
Dance performance. This is temple
dancing but by men dressed in
enormous costumes and headdresses
and wearing full face paint. One
interesting part was that they allowed
the audience in to see the makeup
being applied. The dances demonstrate
the great Indian stories of the Ramayana
and Mahabharata which date back to 1,000 BC. Luckily they gave us a
leaflet describing what was happening and when we left they gave us an
intricate face mask showing the dancers make up and clothing.

Ooty is a hill town in the centre of many tea plantations with colonial type
houses and a horse racing track; also a railway built to transport the tea; we
visited a plantation and saw the picking and processing. Here we also went
round a magnificent botanical garden - unfortunately it was the only day it
lamped down with rain!! In Mysore we visited the railway museum and saw
the coaches of the Maharaja’s royal train. Much of this railway was built by
the British and the museum could easily be the Cambrian!! The Maharaja
33

TRAVELLER’S TALES
9

THE ANNUNCIATION OF OUR LORD TO THE BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY (LADY DAY)

Holy Communion

9:30am
7:00pm

Whittington Women’s Institute meets in the
Community Centre; Speaker: Libby Morris Topic:
“Fabulous Flowers”

Parish Communion
Evensong

9:30am

2:00-3:00pm

9:30am

Home Study Group meets at 10 Boot Street

Holy Communion

Praise and Play in church

Whittington Senior Citizens visit the Denbigh
Museum; further details on page15

Whittington School starts the Summer Term

7:30pm

Holy Communion
Parish Communion

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
8:00am
10:30am

ST GEORGE’S DAY

5

LAST DAY for magazine material for the May edition of the
“Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, Manor Garden,
5 Boot Street, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com

10:30am
6:30pm

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

7:30pm

12

14

15

16

17

19

22

23

Rhos Orpheus Male Voice Choir Concert in
Whittington Church; tickets £10, further details on
page 9

TRAVELS IN SOUTHERN INDIA or
WHAT I DIDN'T TELL YOU LAST TIME
When I read my former effort again it looked as if there was nothing in the
South other than temples and that no one ate anything. So what else did we
see and do?
Pondicherry - a former French colony- and in places a very French city, with
the French quarter along the beach. It still has well preserved wood slatted
houses with high walls covered in cascading bougainvillea in a variety of
pinks, reds and purples. The town houses an ashram, a base for learning
philosophy and yoga, founded in the early twentieth century by Sri
Aurobinda Gosh. He was a strong nationalist and was a fundamental part of
the fight for independence. The ashram ended up owning large parts of the
town and still has an important part in the education system, believing that
they should foster all aspects of the student’s being ‘mind, life, souls and
spirit’. The town houses other heritage property from Muslim architecture
and native Tamil.
In Madurai we had a cycle rickshaw ride, where the rider had enough breath
to go at a fearsome pace and still keep up a running commentary on what we
were passing. The palace had a huge courtyard surrounded by high pillars
and arches which housed wild beehives. They were no problem but in this
area we first encountered mosquitoes, gladly it is not a malarial area.
Everyone else was quite safe as I attract them like a magnet (so if you are
visiting a mosquito ridden place just take me along to carry the bags!!) As
we went on our way we crossed into Kerala from Tamil Nadu and sat and
waited while the driver had all of the papers stamped. This happens at every
state boundary in India and time can depend on whether it is tea time or not.
In Periyar we went on a visit to a Kalaripayattu performance which is an
incredible cross between advanced gymnastics and martial arts. It is a
religious rite and is considered to be one of the oldest martial arts. It
involved no safety harnesses at all or seemingly any other safety measures
that we could see. The heart of it involved both lots of throwing fire about,
and tossing people about as well. The grand finale was when they called for
32

24

12:00noon
1:30pm

Senior Citizens Monthly Lunch at the White Lion;
£7.50, further details page 14
Whittington Senior Citizens Annual General
Meeting in their hall; further details page 15
Praise and Play in church

ST MARK

2:00-3:00pm
25
9:30am
Holy Communion
10:00am-12:00noon Coffee Morning in church; further details page 3

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Messy Church

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

26
29
8:00am
10:30am
4:00pm
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Extracts from the Parish Registers
for the month of February 2018
HOLY BAPTISM

Edith Annette Williams
of Berwyn Villas, St Martins

“We welcome you into the Lord’s Family”
18th February 2018
REQUIESCAT IN PACE

19th February 2018

Roy Dallow
aged 73 of the Old Vicarage Nursing Home, Gobowen

John Shaine Smith
aged 35of Castle Street

“May the Souls of the Faithful Departed Rest in Peace”

23rd February 2018
6

Charmley advised that Highways Vehicular Signage at the Top Street
junction would cost between £3,000 - £5,000 to install.

Areas of Concern: Concerns were raised regarding traffic parking on the
pavement in Boot Street.

Annual Parish Meeting: The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on
Tuesday 8th May 2018, in the Senior Citizens’ Hall commencing at 6:00pm;
all are invited to attend this meeting at which where will be various speakers.

Date and time of the next meeting: The next Parish Council Meeting will
be at 7:30pm on Tuesday 26th March 2018 in the Senior Citizens’ Hall.

Paul Thompson-Lawrence
(This article is a brief outline of the main discussion points for the
Whittington Parish Council meeting and does not represent a formal record.
For an official copy of the minutes please contact the Parish Clerk or look on
the Parish Website - www.whittingtonpc.wordpress.com)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Birthday work-outs – There is a new kind of birthday party coming into
fashion, where the after-effect is more likely to be sore muscles than a sore
head. A growing number of millennials are forsaking the pubs and choosing
gyms as venues for their celebrations. This leaves their guests very sweaty,
but not sloshed. The general idea is for each guest to pay £15 - £20 for a
themed, instructor-led workout, or aerobics routines built around a party
game like pass the parcel. Some smart gyms are now even offering birthday
meals for after the workout. Meanwhile, the Office for National Statistics
has announced that more than a quarter of 16 – 24-year-olds are now teetotal. As one young person put it, ‘I want to feel good after a party, not sick.’
Fair enough!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Praying for wheels

A boy was desperate for a bicycle, and his minister urged him to pray for
one. A few days later he met the boy on the road, on a new bike, and so he
congratulated him on his quick answer to prayer. ‘So, will you keep
praying?’ the minister said encouragingly.

‘Oh yes,’ the boy replied, ‘More than ever. You see, I stole the bike and now
I’m praying for forgiveness, and also that I won’t get caught.’
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Crimes reported in January 2018: There were twelve in total – Assault (1);
Anti-Social Behaviour (5); Criminal Damage (1); Theft (2); Burglary (1);
Other (1) and Vehicle crime (1)
Neighbourhood Plan: It was agreed that this item needed some thought and
attention; a meeting date of 13th March was agreed for the Councillors to
attend at 7:00pm to discuss the issue in detail.
Planning: 18/00094/FUL – Erection of a Garden Shed – 2 Donnet Mews,
Whittington - Permission Granted
17/04767/FUL – Proposed dwelling and garage South East of The
Orchard, Babbinswood (decision published 7/02/18)
17/06103/FYL – Erection of two storey side extension – 20 Inglis Road,
Whittington (decision published 2/02/18)
REFUSED APPLICATION 17/05798 – OUT – Land adjacent Brick
Kiln House, Babbinswood (decision published 7/02/18)
Donation Requests: Councillors reviewed the donation requests and agreed
the allocations; these will be published in due course.
Footway Lighting: The Clerk advised that the reported street lamp outages
had been notified to our contractor; almost all had been repaired. The new
LED lamp heads had arrived and were all ok and the contractor would be
installing some in Park Hall soon.
Whittington Play Area: It was noted that there would soon be an inspection
of the Play area.
Whittington Cemetery: It was noted that the area was fairly tidy and that
planned work would recommence between middle to the end of February.
Garden of Remembrance: It was noted that work to tidy the Garden is needed.
Whittington Castle: It was noted that the Castle was doing well and had
taken on a new assistant. There was mention of visitors looking to encounter
signs of paranormal activity.
Councillor Charmley: Following on from last month’s meeting, Councillor
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Communicants for the month……...…219
Attendance for the month……….........241

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
THE ANNUAL GENRAL MEETING OF THE
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL

The Annual Vestry Meeting and the Annual General Meeting of the
Parochial Church Council will be held on Sunday 8th April in church
commencing at 11:35am; the meeting will commence immediately after the
Morning Service and during the meeting we shall elect:-

Two Churchwardens
Four people to serve on the Parochial Church Council for three years
One person to serve on the Parochial Church Council for one year
Three people to serve on the Deanery Synod Council for three years

We shall also elect Sidespersons, and if you are already one and wish to
remain in office you will automatically remain one. If you are not a
Sidesperson or reader and would like to be one please speak to one of the
Churchwardens.
Sarah

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Parish Council Update

The Parish Council has now purchased a defibrillator thanks to a generous
grant from the British Heart Foundation. It will be housed in a protective
box, and secured on the outside of the Senior Citizens Hall. We would like to
thank the British Heart Foundation for their assistance in the purchase and
Gill Roberts, Senior Citizens Secretary, for her help in providing a site for it.
Anyone interested in having training on its use should contact the Parish
Council please.

The Annual Parish Meeting will take place on Tuesday 8th May at 6:00pm in
the Senior Citizens Hall when this year’s main speaker will be John-Paul
Campion, Police and Crime Commissioner for West Mercia, who will be
pleased to take questions and views from the audience. If you are concerned
about lack of officers, rising crime, speeding/parking etc, then please come
along; refreshments will be provided.
Jill Whitby, Parish Council Chair 7

A brilliant Whittington Fantasy
Next month sees the Whittington Music Festival returning to the village,
now in its sixth year. Entitled “Fantasia on a British theme”, the six concerts
from 15th – 20th May feature just British composers (15 of them!), which
marks a big change from the festival’s tradition of focussing on just one
composer. Another change is that there is a folk element to the programme
(especially on Friday 18th), because many British composers have found
inspiration in our country’s rich musical traditions.
As usual, Whittington festival has attracted fifteen world-class musicians
from across Europe, and its reputation means that our audience is almost as
far flung as well! People come from the Midlands, Manchester, London, and
there are even a few foreign tourists who have found the Whittington festival
website.
But the festival belongs primarily to us. It’s a village festival, an opportunity
for us who live far away from the city to experience concert performances
normally only found in metropolitan venues (where too ticket prices are
likely to be twice as much). And here young people (8-25) can get in free!

Lawrence and Rosie Mortimer - 01691 657986

Tickets at £15 can be bought at Three Trees Post Office, at Rowanthorn in
Oswestry, or directly online at www.whittingtonmusicfestival.org.uk, where
you will find full details of the programme and our sensational artists.
8

Whittington Parish Council News,
Meeting held on 27th February 2018

There were seven Parish Councillors, the Clerk, a Police Constable and
Shropshire Councillor Charmley at the meeting.

Matters arising from last month’s meeting: Having made the decision to
purchase a Defibrillator, the Clerk has applied to the British Heart
Foundation for a grant towards the cost. It was decided that the best place to
site it would be on the outside wall of the Senior Citizens’ Hall facing the
road; the Parish Clerk will be speaking to the relevant people from the Hall.

Your Local Police Officer and Community Support Officers Contact
numbers: Local Police Officer: - PC 3718 Kate Le’Clere – 07792 774 024
Police Community Support Officers: - PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes – O7816
172 510; and PCSO 40279 Pete Roberts – O7792774047

About your Team: Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and
partners to identify, tackle and solve issues that matter to the community
where you live. Making neighbourhoods safer by cutting day to day crime
and anti-social behaviour is at the heart of keeping people in West Mercia
safe. Thanks to an investment in mobile tablet style computers, these will
enable officers to spend more time on patrol on the street and in
neighbourhoods. Officers will continue to come to people when they need
them and provide a high quality service however you contact us - in person
(on the street, at community bases and at partners and communities together
[PACT] meetings), on the phone or online.

Get in touch - 101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime
oswestryrn.snt @westmercia.pnn.police.uk
www.westmercia.police.uk

/
@Oscops - Only call 999 in an emergency, when a crime is in
progress or life is in danger.

In the event of a Police emergency call 999 for urgent attention; or ring 101
for non-emergency calls. The Police mobile numbers above will only be
answered if the Officer is on duty. If your call is not answered please leave
your name, number and a brief message. The Officer will respond at their
earliest convenience when they are next on duty.
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Carole Thatcher
Robbie Williams
Girls Aloud
Strictly Come Dancing
Aled Jones
Hear’ Say
David Dickinson
Chicago
Nell McAndrew
Sugar
Australia
Louis Walsh
Will Young
Pasquale
Llewelyn Bowen
Properties
Hancock
Big Brother
Kidman
Ali G
The Pussycat Dolls
Hurley
Colin Jackson
Frost
Atomic Kitten
Bruce Forsyth
Westlife
The Rolling Stones
Boy George

Answers to March Quiz
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
We are delighted to announce that we
have appointed Jane Webber as our new
schools’ worker. Jane is from Exeter and
is currently studying for a BA in applied
theology, with a focus on children and
schools work. As part of that she is
working with ISCA Church in Exeter as
a children, schools and family worker.
She has 12 years’ experience as a college
lecturer and four years working with
primary children, and has also worked in
the beauty industry.
She and husband Matt will be looking to
move to the Oswestry area over the
summer so that she is ready to start work
in September. They have asked for
prayer to find a home and with the
settling in process; for Matt to find a job
in the area, and that they would know
God’s purpose for them in the area.
Please continue to pray with us as we
prepare for this new season in the
project’s work.
Gill Buckeridge – SCWP Chair

Family pride – It was a posh parish. Over drinks in the church hall, the
church warden informed the visiting archdeacon, ‘My family can trace its
ancestry back to William the Conqueror.’ ‘Well,’ ventured the archdeacon
with a smile, ‘my ancestors were in the Ark with Noah.’
‘Well, mine weren’t’ came the quick reply. ‘My people had a boat of their
own.’
28

9

RHOS ORPHEUS MALE VOICE CHOIR
CONCERT

-

at

SY11 4DF

Whittington Parish Church

SATURDAY 14th APRIL

7:30pm

with

Rebecca Roberts (Mezzo Soprano)

Admission £10 – Tickets from:

Gill Roberts
01691 662236
Mike Phipps
01691 670940
Richard Huxley
01244 570201
Or Pay at the Door

IN AID OF CHURCH FUNDS

A History of Whittington Community Centre
‘IN THE HEART OF THE VILLAGE’
For Village Halls Week 2018 poet Ian McMillan was commissioned to write
a work to celebrate village halls throughout the country. The result was ‘A
Teapot As Big As The Moon’. Here is the first verse:
Here is the centre and here is the hub
Here is community held in a room,
Here’s the big gig and the loud Zumba Club
And here is a teapot as big as the moon
Here is a teapot as big as the moon!
So what of our own village hall – the Community Centre? It was originally
the old school in Whittington, built in 1853 when the then Rector, William
Walsham How was very much involved. After the new building replaced it what to do with the old school? The head teacher at the time, Doug
Molesworth and a group of friends got together to raise funds to convert it
into a Community Centre for the village and in 1975, after much fund raising
and grants, the school was purchased, and a Charity formed making it an
independent organisation. The first Trustees were Ada Lokier, Arthur
Pointon and Cecil Harvey Jones plus a working committee; their aim was to
provide a facility for the village which could be afforded by everyone.
Over the years, there have been improvements to the building, with a kitchen
and storage space, an oak floor in the main room and carpeting in the
Rainbow Room (named in memory of Jim Rainbow – a teacher at the
school), new curtains and new windows.
Many activites began including a small group of mothers who got together to
form a play group. We now have regulars such as the Women’s Institute,
Brownies, Michelle Rose Ballet, Zumba and Sure Start and the play group,
replaced by the very professional and popular Under 5’s group. Meetings,
parties of all kinds, craft fairs and many other activities take place and the
committee hire out tables and chairs.
However, it is an old building and these hirings do not cover all the expenses
and fund raising still goes on. Car boot sales and stalls at various events with
10

Suspend another heatproof bowl over the pan of
simmering water.
Break the white chocolate into pieces and put in the
bowl, and when melted drizzle it over the cooled
chocolate orange crispy cake. Set aside to cool and
harden.
Chill the cake in the fridge until set (approximately 2
hours), or preferably overnight. Cut into triangles while
still in the tin, then remove from the tin, pile onto a
plate and serve.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
How passion flowers got their name

Why is the passion flower known as the passion
flower? This beautiful climbing plant that grows
in many of our gardens is not native to the UK,
but comes from South America. It was first
discovered by Spanish missionaries working
there, centuries ago. Drawings were sent back to
Europe, and in 1609 an Italian priest interpreted the flower to represent the
crucifixion, otherwise known as the Passion.

He decided that the five petals and five sepals could represent the ten
disciples who remained steadfast (Judas and Peter both abandoned Jesus).
The corona could be seen as Jesus' crown of thorns. The stigma could be
seen as the cross or nails, and the five stamens could be seen as the number
of wounds Jesus received.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
What would Jesus do?

While waiting in line to check out at a Christian bookshop, a man in front of
me asked the clerk about a display of hats with the letters WWJD on them.
The clerk explained that WWJD stands for “What would Jesus do?” and that
the idea is to get people to consider this question when making decisions.
The man pondered a moment, then said, “I don’t think He'd pay £9.99 for
that hat.”
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CHILDREN’S PAGE
CHOCOLATE ORANCE FRIDGE CAKE
INGREDIENTS: 1 Parent to supervise - plus
Left over Easter Eggs or approx 450g/1lb chocolate
100g/5oz butter, chopped, plus extra for greasing
the baking tin
100g/3½oz of a puffed rice cereal eg Rice Krispies
75g white chocolate
1 orange
Grease a shallow baking tin with butter.
Suspend a large heatproof bowl over a pan of simmering
water.
Break up the Easter eggs and/or chocolate bars and put
in the bowl along with the butter.
Keep stirring butter chocolate mix until it is melted and
well combined.
Remove the bowl from the heat.
Wash the orange before carefully grating the peel on to
a plate (not the white pith underneath the peel). Put the
peel into the mix.
Cut the orange in half and using a squeezer extract some
of the fresh juice which should then be stirred into the
mixture.
Fold in the puffed rice cereal into the chocolate mixture.
Spoon the mixture into the tin and press down to form
an even layer, pushing the mixture into the corners and
sides of the tin. Set aside to cool.
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home-made jams and cakes, and the very popular quizzes all help to raise the
extra funding. We even do the refreshments at the Clwyd Rally .We also
receive grants from the Parish Council for which we are very grateful.
We are still an independent organisation, and always will be. We have a
small but dedicated committee comprising of three Trustees Roger Smith,
Chairman, Kath Griffiths, Secretary and Christine Hughes, Treasurer and six
committee members. Day to day housekeeping and repairs are undertaken by
our caretaker, committee members and spouses and we always use local
firms for our maintenance.

We are very proud of the Community Centre and will keep it ‘in the heart of
the village’ for many years to come, and welcome anyone who would like to
join us. Just ring Kath Griffiths on 662116 or Chris Hughes on 662417. Hope
to see you soon.

This is the village hall, open the doors!
This is the root and the sap and the bloom!
This is utopia with cutlery drawers!
And this is the teapot as big as the moon
This is the teapot as big as the moon!

Christine Hughes

WHITTINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

After welcoming members the President, Sandy Wilson, discussed WI issues
which included the need for a volunteer(s) to go to the local library to
research via the Family History Group whether there were any local
suffragettes. As well as liaising with Mark Hignett from Oswestry Museum,
new contacts from the Qube could also potentially join Whittington WI in
sharing an application for a centenary grant to promote awareness of the
women’s suffrage movement; to improve young people’s understanding of
democracy and to encourage and inspire people to enter into civic life. To
celebrate Shropshire’s centenary of WIs’ in 2019, it was proposed to plant a
range of bulbs in the colours of the suffrage movement in the castle grounds
with a plaque to inform people about the movement. Agreement from the
castle committee is awaited.
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A copy of new designs for the Shropshire WI logo was circulated for
members to vote on their preferred option; a decision will be taken once all
branches in Shropshire have voted. Shropshire WI’s have completed voting
on national resolutions and have selected Mental Health matters. A template
letter was provided for each member to petition Shropshire’s Local Health
and Well-being Board with regards to issues related to mental health and
loneliness. Tickets are available for the national WI raffle, there is a top prize
of £10,000.
Thanks were given to Ruth Haile for hosting the initial meeting to discuss
the preferred country to create a display for at the Oswestry Show; the next
meeting is on 20th March. Sandy encouraged members to consider entering,
as individuals, the range of classes at the Show. The Whittington Together
fete was also discussed and members were asked to contribute chutneys,
jams, marmalades, knitted dish cloths, lavender bags, tea cosies and fresh
herbs nearer the event date.
The speaker for the evening was Claire Dare from the Severn Trent Water
Board. Her talk focussed upon water efficiency and sewer misuse. The
Chief Executive Officer of the water board is a woman who is passionate
about educating the public about water, with a determination that schools
should educate pupils about water issues.
There are ten main water companies in England; together they employ over
27,000 people and are worth £3billion; they are developing apprenticeships
and positively want to recruit girls. Severn Trent employs 6,000 people,
supplying 8 million people with 2 billion litres of water every day which
predominantly comes from reservoirs, rivers and bore holes; Shrewsbury has
a large source of underground water. Water is cleaned both before and after
usage; and from extracting water from a river to it being useable takes three
hours. Many companies are criticised for poor maintenance of pipes because
of frequent water bursts, however this is due to the improper disposal of
items into the system. Sludge is the term used for faeces and this is turned
into biogases for electricity to power the treatment works. Severn Trent has a
target to be 50% self-sufficient regarding fuel consumption by 2020, thereby
reducing its carbon footprint. Sludge is also dried and used as fertilisers
once it has been systematically cleaned. Waste water, known as effluent, has
to be sieved and cleaned before it can be returned into rivers etc. as there are
strict laws related to ecology, environments and habitats; 1,800,000 litres are
12

When guitars meet Matins

My dear Nephew Darren

The Rectory
St James the Least

It was kind of you to send your music group to us
last Sunday morning while our choir had a Sunday
off for its celebratory lunch. Miss Timmins’ ninety-fourth birthday brought
the combined choir’s age to 1,000; which is quite a distinction for twelve
people. Clearly, a Sunday commitment to ‘Hymns Ancient & Modern’,
consumption of industrial quantities of peppermints and pleasant naps during
sermons has a positive effect on longevity. I had rather looked forward to
hearing some Bach motets from your group, but now have learned that
guitars, drums and choral Matins is not a marriage made in heaven. All your
group lacked was a drum majorette leading the procession up the aisle.

It was quite obvious the music was going to be a little different when I
arrived to see that the lectern, Lady Tadcaster’s flower arrangement and the
verger had all disappeared behind an amplifier. The only person not
disconcerted by this was the verger, who realised it presented an excellent
opportunity to do the crossword unobserved during Divine Worship.

Your display of the hymns on a screen was well intended, but did the screen
have to be in front of the pulpit? I had to balance on several kneelers to be
seen over it, and throughout the sermon could only think of how to look
dignified, should the whole pile collapse mid-sentence. The lack of hymn
books also terrified the congregation - they had nothing to hold, and so
resorted to clutching Kleenex or the pew in front of them.
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But the worst moment was when the group gave its ‘solo number’. (Couldn’t
it have been called an ‘anthem’?) Half way through, dear Mrs Fitch, who has
always been somewhat excitable, felt called to do a spontaneous religious
dance down the aisle. The congregation froze in horror. We all avoided
catching her eye after the Service, but what do we say when we see her in the
village tomorrow morning? Best to simply stay indoors for a few days.
Perhaps your music group could visit us again for our choir’s 2000th
anniversary - which I suspect will consist of the same people, as they are
all tenacious of note, opinion and age.

Your loving uncle,
Eustace

The Royal British Legion launches THE SILENT SOLDIER campaign

The Silent Soldier is the near life-size silhouette of a First World War
‘Tommy’ which can be fixed to a wall or attached to an upright pole in
public or private spaces.
It is anticipated that the Silent Soldier will be displayed across the UK and
businesses, churches and local authorities are invited to endorse the Silent
Soldier concept and to sponsor and display one or more silhouettes throughout the period from September 2017 to late 2018, when the nation will be
commemorating the Armistice and the end of hostilities, as a reminder of the
sacrifices made by men and women of the armed forces during the First
World War.
The Silent Soldier silhouettes have at their base the words “1914-1918 Lest
We Forget”. The silhouettes are cut from black cut dibond and are tough and
weatherproof: they are supplied with bolts and with angle iron posts for freestanding display.
Further information on this venture, including sponsorship details, can be
obtained from your local RBL Community Fundraiser and you find them by
phoning the RBL’s Contact Centre helpline on 0808 802 8080 from 8:00am
– 8:00pm, 7 days a week.
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cleaned daily. Severn Trent operates 126 water treatment sites and 1,017
sewage plants cleaning 1,400,000,000 litres daily. The region covered by the
company includes Scunthorpe, Gloucestershire, the Dee Valley, Wrexham
and parts of Powys - approximately 20,000 square kilometres.

Claire asked the question “Why does water matter so much?” Essentially, we
can only exist three days without water! Although 70% of the earth is
covered with water, 97% is saltwater, 2% forms the north and south poles
and icecaps, leaving 1% which is drinkable. However, of that 1%, some 50%
is polluted. In Shropshire individual people use about 130 litres per day and
waste 50 litres of them by for example, leaving the tap on whilst cleaning
your teeth wastes 12 litres in two minutes. Everyday activities use the
following approximate amounts of water: washing up or flushing the toilet
10 litres; a dishwasher cycle 14 litres; taking a four minute shower 35-40
litres; a washing machine with a full load 50 litres; taking a bath 80 litres and
using a sprinkler hose for 30 minutes 500 litres.

The issues that cause water companies the most problems relate to fat, oil
and grease being poured down sinks; this creates fat masses underground
which block pipes and hence cause bursts. Things that are put down toilets
also cause problems, nappies, cotton wool or buds; any sort of wipes which
are supposedly disposable and will disintegrate - don’t. Unlike toilet paper it
takes wipes ten years to break down. Advertisers are misleading the public
stating things are flushable when they are not, which in turn lead to huge
costs in repairing pipes preventing companies from using their full resources
to improve provision of fresh water and reduce costs.

The talk Claire gave was absolutely fascinating and extremely thought
provoking. It was delivered in an energetic and passionate manner which had
members keen to ask questions and thoughtfully engage in challenges she set
the group. Ruth Haile gave a vote of thanks and commented upon how
Claire had enabled members to have a much better appreciation of “Water”.

The evening’s competition was for a decorated egg; Susan Barclay came
first, Glenys Brind second and Joyce Howard third.

The next meeting will be on 12th April in the Community Centre at 7.00pm;
it will include “Fabulous Flowers” - an opportunity to watch Libby Morris, a
WI member, demonstrate flower arranging. New members are very welcome.
Jo Goodall
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WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers
I hope everyone survived the cold, snowy spell in late February/early March;
it is surprising how a few inches of snow can cause such chaos; I wonder
how many times we heard from those folk that remember 1947 and 1962/63?
My mother and father married on 1st February 1947 and it snowed on their
wedding day and every year dad would relate the fact that he was unable to
return to work until the end of March (he was a long-distance lorry driver at
the time and the diesel froze). I was taking my mock GCE’s in February
1963 and travelled, by train, from Ellesmere. There was only one morning,
when the points froze, and instead of catching the 8:25am train, we ALL
caught the 10:10am train to attend school in Upper Brook Street, Oswestry.
The lunch at the White Lion this month is on Tuesday 24th April. Please
contact Val Hayward on 01691 662434 if you would like to join us for lunch,
or if you are a regular attendee please let Val know if you are unable to join
us this month. The cost of the two course roast lunch is currently £7.50 and
includes tea or coffee. Why not join us and see if you enjoy our company,
you do not have to commit to attending every month.
On Wednesday, 28th February, eight of us, Senior Citizens, enjoyed a roast
beef lunch with the school children, and then six of us remained afterwards
to hear some Year 5 pupils read to us; the children forfeiting 15 minutes of
their lunch break to do so. I heard a passage from The BFG (for those who
are not aware, this is The Big Friendly Giant). The other passage I heard
was slightly more complicated and involved two girls (one evil and one
good) changing places. Maybe if I had heard a little more of it I may have
understood it! I did ask the girls if they had read the books I had read at their
age i.e. Black Beauty, Alice in Wonderland, Heidi or Little Women. The one
youngster said “I’ve heard of Black Beauty”. It was a very enjoyable and
entertaining lunch hour; I wonder what Mrs Hulson and Mr Morris made of
it both being retired teachers.
The committee are still trying to decide on future events for the coming year,
if anyone has any bright ideas please speak to one of the committee
members; so far the following suggestions are being planned.
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Rivers of Blood?

It’s not often that a speech by a politician becomes part of national history,
but on 20th April 1968, fifty years ago, one certainly did. Enoch Powell, a
member of the Heath Government, made a speech at a gathering in London
in which, in opposing the Race Relations Bill then before Parliament, he
offered a frightening vision of a Britain torn apart by racial conflict.

‘As I look ahead’, he said, ‘I am filled with foreboding, like the Romans I
see the Tiber river foaming with much blood’. He was quoting from the
Latin poet Virgil, but the image was widely circulated and this became
known as the ‘rivers of blood’ speech. He was sacked from the Cabinet but
became something of a folk hero to the many people in the UK who were
then fearful of the effects of what they saw as mass immigration. For many
years, and on both sides, this speech was cited as having a disastrous effect
on race relations in Britain, though Powell himself, as Health Minister, had
opened the way for migrants from the Caribbean, for instance, to come to
Britain to shore up the depleted NHS.

There was for a decade or two some violence on our streets, mainly in the
big cities, but thankfully no ‘rivers of blood’, as most of us have learnt to
live together peacefully; and that Race Relations Bill, duly passed, has
certainly helped.
Canon David Winter
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Diabetes Awareness Programme – St Martins Centre, Overton Road,
St Martins,

Session One: Wednesday, 3rd May 1:45 – 4:30pm
Medicines Management – Shropshire Clinical Commissioning Group
Local Support – Diabetes UK
The Benefit of Exercise – Taster Chair-based Exercise Class
Healthy Eating for Diabetes – Part One

Session Two: Wednesday, 10th May 2:00– 4:30pm
Foot Care – Shropshire Podiatry Service
The Importance of attending Eye-screening checks – Shropshire Eyescreening Service
The Benefit of Exercise – Walk for Health
Healthy Eating for Diabetes – Part Two
Book Today! enquiries@shropshire-rcc.org.uk – Tel: 01743 360641 23

Assassination of Martin Luther King

April 24th
May 15th

April 3rd

3:00pm Annual Easter Tea costing £5; in addition there will
be a raffle
9:30am pick-ups start for a visit to the Denbigh Museum (if
the driver can find it) costing £10 for coach and entrance fee.
1:30pm Annual General Meeting in the hall
9:30am pick-ups start for a visit to Bridgemere Garden
Centre again. As it was a popular venue members have
requested a return visit. The cost will be £10 for the coach
and a tip for the driver.
9:30am pick-ups start for a visit to Trentham Garden
Village costing £15 for the coach, entry and driver’s tip

Can you imagine the nun sitting at her desk grading these papers, all the
while trying to keep a straight face and maintain her composure! Pay special
attention to the wording and spelling. If you know the Bible even a little,
you’ll find this hilarious! It comes from a Catholic Elementary School test.
The kids were asked questions about the Old and New Testaments and the
following statements were written by them. They have not been retouched or
15

2018 Annual General Meeting at Trefonen Church
on Monday 14th May at 7:30pm
‘The Original’ Hannah Moore, who was our second SCWP worker,
has agreed to be our speaker.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
A Nun grading papers

Committee Members: President: Val Hayward; Vice President: Veronica
Hargraves; Secretary: Gill Roberts; Treasurer: Marion Lycett; Committee
Members: Frances Savage, Sue Dyke, Glenys Shuker, Mary Tomkins
Gill Roberts – 0 1691 662236
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Please contact either Val or myself if you wish to join one of these trips.

Pick-ups start at Rosehill, followed by the Hall and the Three Trees

June 12th

April 17th

The life of American civil rights leader Martin
Luther King reached its climax fifty years ago.
On 3rd April 1968 he gave his famous “I've Been
to the Mountaintop” speech at a rally in Memphis,
Tennessee. It was his last: he was assassinated the
next day, at the age of 39.
From 1954 until his death he was the most visible
leader of the civil rights movement. In the days
after his death there were race riots in dozens of major US cities.
Born in Atlanta, Georgia, King became a civil rights activist early. He led
the 1955 Montgomery bus boycott, and helped found the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference in 1957. He helped to organise the 1963 march on
Washington DC, where he delivered his “I have a Dream” speech.
In 1964, he received the Nobel Peace Prize for combating racial inequality
through non-violent resistance. Towards the end of his life he also focused
on poverty and the Vietnam War.
King was planning a national occupation of Washington, to be called the
Poor People’s Campaign, when he was shot dead by James Earl Ray. King
was posthumously awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom and the
Congressional Gold Medal.
Tim Lenton
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Working too hard? An odd way to find out – Do you wonder if you are
working too hard? There is a simple way to find out: how cold is your nose?
Scientists have recently discovered that when people focus hard on
demanding mental tasks, their nervous system diverts blood flow into the
brain, and extremities like the nose suffer first. In tests using thermal
imaging cameras, it was discovered that those feeling mentally overwhelmed
had a nose temperature that had dropped by about one degree centigrade.
The research was carried out by doctors from the Bioengineering Research
Group, Nottingham University. So, if the old adage of ‘cold hands, warm
heart’ is true, perhaps we could add another: ‘cold nose, warm brain’.
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1. In the first book of the Bible, Guinessis. God got tired of creating the
world so he took the Sabbath off.
2. Adam and Eve were created from an apple tree. Noah’s wife was
Joan of Ark. Noah built and ark and the animals came on in pears.
3. Lots wife was a pillar of salt during the day, but a ball of fire during
the night.
4. The Jews were a proud people and throughout history they had
trouble with unsympathetic genitals.
5. Sampson was a strongman who let himself be led astray by a jezebel
like Delilah.
6. Samson slayed the Philistines with the axe of the apostles.
7. Moses led the Jews to the Red Sea where they made unleavened
bread which is bread without any ingredients.
8. The Egyptians were all drowned in the dessert. Afterwards, Moses
went up to Mount Cyanide to get the Ten Commandments.
9. The first commandments was when Eve told Adam to eat the apple.
10. The seventh commandment is thou shalt not admit adultery.
11. Moses died before he even reached Canada then Joshua led the
Hebrews in the Battle of Geritol.
12. The greatest miracle in the Bible is when Joshua told his son to stand
still and he obeyed him.
13. David was a Hebrew king who was skilled at playing the liar. He
fought the Finkelsteins, a race of people who lived in biblical times.
14. Solomon, one of David’s sons, had 300 wives and 700 porcupines.
15. When Mary heard she was the mother of Jesus she sang the Magna
Carta.
16. When the three wise guys from the east side arrived they found Jesus
in the manager.
17. Jesus was born because Mary had an immaculate contraption.
18. St. John the Blacksmith dumped water on his head.
19. Jesus enunciated the golden rule, which says to do unto others before
they do one to you. He also explained a man does not live by sweat
alone.
20. It was a miracle when Jesus rose from the dead and managed to get
the tombstone off the entrance.
21. The people who followed the Lord were called the 12 decibels.
22. The epistels were the wives of the apostles.

corrected; incorrect spelling has been left in.
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the centre. The cake should keep well for several days in a cool palace, but
not the fridge. For the neatest slices, dip a sharp knife into a jug of boiling
water before cutting.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

April at Whittington Castle

30th March
10:00am-4:00pm Planthunters Fair –
FREE entrance; just £1 to park.
Browse the stalls for unusual plants
1st April
8:30am onwards Car Boot Sale – £5
per car; sorry NO trade stands
1st/2ndApril
10:00am-4:00pm Easter Egg Trail – £1 each; pick up a trail
sheet and follow the clues to get your prize; fun for all the
family
8th April
11:00am – 3:00pm April Fools Classic Car Show – FREE
entrance, just £1 to park
14th/15th April Whittington Medieval Guild and Mercians Living History
Weekend – FREE entrance, just £1 to park
22nd April
The House of the Black Star – Medieval Day – FREE
entrance, just £1 to park
29th April
8:30am onwards Car Boot Sale – £5 per car; sorry NO trade
Stands
5th/6th May
Napoleonic Living History Weekend – Skirmishes, drills
and weapon displays; a fundraising event for the Castle –
£3 per adult and £1 per child
Whittington Medieval Guild and Mercians Living History
Day – FREE entrance, just £1 to park
7th May

The Castle still has dates available for Civil Wedding Ceremonies and also
Knight and Princess Parties; telephone 01691 662500 to find out more.

Sue Ellis, Castle Manager - Telephone 01691 662500
E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk
Website www.whittingtoncastle.co.uk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Phone-call – In the days before WWII, phone-calls cost two pence. ‘Can
you lend me tuppence to ring a friend?’ a widely disliked MP once asked
Winston Churchill. The great man scoured his pockets. ‘Here’s four pence,’
he said. ‘Ring them all.’
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH
ULTIMATE CHOCOLATE MOUSSE CAKE
(GLUTEN FREE)
Unsalted butter for the tin
450g (1 lb) dark chocolate (about 70% cocoa) broken into pieces
300g (11 oz) unsalted butter, diced
8 medium eggs
150g (5 oz) golden caster sugar
100ml (3½ oz) Bailey’s or Mozart chocolate cream liqueur
Cocoa for dusting the top
Optional chocolate thins for decoration
Oven: 160°C/ 140° fan/ Gas 2½
Butter a tight-fitting spring-form cake tin about 23cm (9in) across and 7.5cm
(3in) deep. Line the base and sides with baking paper. Note: The mousse
cake requires baking in a water bath (Bain-marie) so you will need a tightly
fitting spring-form tin with a good seal and a roasting tin that will hold this
with a little space around. You can also wrap the outside of the cake in
tinfoil as necessary to prevent any leakages.
Gently melt the chocolate and butter in a large bowl set over a pan containing
a little simmering water, stirring occasionally.
At the same time whisk the eggs and sugar in another large bowl using an
electric whisk for 8 minutes, until several times the volume and the mixture
forms a trail on itself that holds.
Slowly pour the chocolate and butter mixture into the egg and sugar mixture,
folding it over using a wooden spoon until any streaks are blended.
Fold in the liqueur.
Transfer the mixture to the prepared cake tin. Place this in a roasting tin or
dish with hot but not boiling water that comes two thirds of the way up the
sides. Place in the oven and bake for 30 minutes or until the cake is set to
about a third of the way in, but wobbly in the centre.
Remove the cake tin from the roasting dish and leave the cake to cool
completely in its tin.
To serve, remove the collar of the tin and peel off the side paper. Carefully
invert the cake on to a plate lined with clingfilm and remove the base paper,
before turning back up the right way on to a serving plate.
Liberally dust with cocoa and if wished place a couple of chocolate thins in
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23. One of the oppossums was St. Matthew who was also a taximan.
24. St. Paul cavorted to Christianity, he preached holy acrimony which
is another name for marriage.
25. Christians have only one spouse. This is called monotony.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Diary of a Momentous Year: April 1918:
“Stand firm and fight it out”

April 1918 was possibly the last really low point in the
War for the Allies. Casualties remained high - indeed, so
high that it was felt necessary to extend conscription
(compulsory military service) to all men up to the age
of 50. There were setbacks on the Western Front, too. Another German
operation, bizarrely named ‘Georgette’, was initially successful, pushing the
front line back across the river Lys and capturing the towns of Armentieres
and Merville. Mind you, those names are evidence of how static this War
had become, because they had been part of the battle zone almost throughout
the war. By the end of the month, and at great cost, some of this territory was
recaptured. Field Marshall Haig issued a rather desperate call in a ‘Backs to
the Wall’' speech, calling on the troops to ‘stand firm and fight it out’. There
was at a high level a certain element of panic. Could the whole thing be lost
after all those years of sacrifice?

Outwardly, Germany seemed surprisingly buoyant. They invaded Finland
and had military gains in Russia, taking the city of Kharkov. Their Operation
Michael in France had also had some success. No wonder the Secretary of
State for War, Lord Derby, resigned, to be replaced by Lord Milner. British
generals and politicians were apparently unaware that the morale of the
German people was falling, as international trade collapsed and the cost of
the war began to bite. In fact the ‘Michael’ campaign ended in defeat at the
battle of Ancre. The pattern of the War hadn’t really changed: gains and
losses were simply part of the stalemate, and both sides were approaching
exhaustion.

There was, however, one historic first for Britain in this month, the birth of
the Royal Air Force. I had an uncle who was in the Royal Flying Corps,
which, with the Royal Naval Air Service, was now amalgamated in one
fighting force. As if to mark the birth of the RAF, the most outstanding
German pilot of the war, Manfred von Richthausen - known as the ‘Red
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Baron’ - was shot down and killed over the Somme. In the aerial dog-fights
which were now a feature of the war, he had shot down no less than eighty
British planes. On 18th April 1918, the first of the 50-year-old men were
recruited. How long would they serve, people wondered? In fact, by the
time they finished their training, the war would be over.
Canon David Winter
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Billy Graham - godly man with a simple message
Billy Graham, was remembered by Christians the world over when news of
his death was announced on Wednesday 21st February. He died peacefully in
his sleep, aged 99. He leaves a unique legacy: he preached to more people in
live audiences than anyone else in history - nearly 215 million of them, in
185 countries and territories. Hundreds of millions more were reached
through television, video, film and webcasts.
Born William Franklin Graham on 7th November 1918, Billy grew up during
the Depression and was reared on a dairy farm in Charlotte, North Carolina.
In late 1934, aged 15, he was converted to Christianity through the ministry
of Mordecai Ham, a travelling evangelist. He studied at the Florida Bible
Institute and Wheaton College Illinois before being ordained, in 1939, at
Peniel Baptist Church, Palatka, Florida, a church in the Southern Baptist
Convention. He married fellow student, Ruth McCue Bell, the daughter of a
missionary surgeon to China.

My home is in Heaven. I’m just traveling through this world – Billy

His gift of evangelistic preaching was evident, but it was the 1949 Los
Angeles Crusade which vaulted him into the public eye. He astonished the
churches and people of Los Angeles by drawing 350,000 people over eight
weeks, and leading 3,000 of them to make decisions for Christ. In the nearly
60 years of ministry that followed, he preached the gospel in nearly every
corner of the world; his last ‘crusade’ was at Flushing Meadow, New York,
in 2005.Many Christians in the UK can trace their own faith in God back to
Billy Graham's crusade to Harringay in 1954, or Earls Court in 1966 or
1967, or to Mission England, in 1984, as well as other, shorter visits.
Hundreds of men went for ordination because of his preaching. His son,
Franklin, writes: ‘My father’s journey of faith on earth has ended. He has
been reunited with my mother and has stepped into the eternal joy of Heaven
in the presence of his Saviour, in whom he placed his hope.’
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APRIL’S QUIZ – LITERATURE

Charles Dodgson wrote his classic children’s story under what name?
Which Frederick wrote “The Day of the Jackal”?
Fitzwilliam Darcy appears in which novel?
Which Irving Welsh novel was about Scottish heroin addicts?
Which county in England did Laurie Lee come from?
Who created Thomas the Tank Engine?
Which French detective was created by Georges Simenon?
Who created the Discworld books?
Who wrote “Rebecca”?
What was the name of the boy in “The Jungle Book”?
What is Joseph Heller’s novel with a number in its catchy title?
Which children’s publisher has a black and red insect as its logo?
Who created Inspector Adam Dalgleish?
Which Douglas wrote “The Hitch Hiker’s Guide to the Galaxy”?
Brother Cadfael belonged to which order of monks?
What sex was Richmal Crompton, author of the William books?
Which fictional barrister referred to his wife as “she who must be
obeyed”?
John Grisham’s novels centre on which profession
What was Jeffrey Archer’s sequel to “Kane and Abel” called?
What is the first name of the novelist A. S. Byatt?
In “Alice in Wonderland” what price did the Mad Hatter have on his
hat?
How is adventure writer David Cornwell better known?
Part of whose life story is called “The Path to Glory”?
Which suspense novelist was the cousin of horror movie actor
Christopher Lee?
Which politician wrote “A Woman’s Place”?
Whose autobiography is called “A Long Walk to Freedom”?
In which country was the best-seller “Wild Swans” set?
Which Oscar-winning script writer wrote the novel “Snobs”?
What was the name of Lord Peter Wimsey’s butler?
What were “The Dogs of War” in Frederick Forsyth’s novel?
Which mega-selling author wrote “Deception Point”?
Who wrote the biography “Frank Sinatra: An American Legend”?
Under which pseudonym does Harry Peterson also write?
Which comedy actress wrote “When’s It Coming Out”?
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