WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

PARISH SERVICES

SERVICES:

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre
Secretary: Mrs Sandy Forde

Tel:654610

During the current crisis all Sunday and Mid Week
Services have been cancelled. However, the Church
will remain open each day for private prayer.

Tel:671300
Tel:662500

Please ring the Rector on the number below if you are in
need of help or assistance.

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:

Chairman: Jonjo Evans
Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis
BELL RINGING:

Details from Brian Rothera

Tel:657778

BROWNIES, GUIDES:

6:00-7:15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre
Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere
Tel:624390
BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen)
2 Heather Bank, Gobowen
Tel:658016
e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com
WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions
Leaders: Dawn and Mandy
Meet in the Community Centre 9:00am – 3:00pm

Tel:670127

SENIOR CITIZENS:

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning
All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall
Secretary: Mrs Gillian Roberts, 4 Western Avenue

Tel:662236

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE:

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White
Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm.
CHURCH WEBSITE: www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk
SCHOOL WEBSITE: www.whittingtonschool.co.uk
MESSY CHURCH: https://m.facebook.com/stjohnthebaptistwhittington/
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RECTOR:

Reverend Suzan Williams
The Rectory, Whittington SY11 4DF
email: revwilliams1991@icloud.com

Tel:238658

Curate:
Reverend Jassica Castillo-Burley
e.mail: Jassica Castillo-Burley [wwfcurate@gmail.com]

Tel:611749

CHURCHWARDENS:
Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington
Mrs G Roberts, 4 Western Avenue, Whittington, SY11 4BP
e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com

Tel:670940
Tel:662236

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington Tel:656389
Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington

Tel:659562

ORGANIST: Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall

Tel:662116

MAGAZINE:
Editor:
Miss A Ward, Manor Garden, 5 Boot Street,
Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com
Distribution: Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road
WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL:
Headteacher: Mr Carl Rogers
e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk

Tel:672838
Tel:659385

Tel:662269
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CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY:

April 2020
The Rector’s Ramblings
So I find myself just over a month after my licensing to be your Rector sat at
my desk thinking about what to write for this month’s edition of ‘Rectors
Ramblings’. And as with many of you the ‘Coronavirus’ is very much in the
forefront of our minds at the moment. With panic buying of toilet rolls and
hand sanitizer sending sales through the roof and leaving some of our more
vulnerable members of our community feeling very worried and even more
isolated. The official advice is to self-isolate if you have any inkling that you
may have been in contact with someone carrying it. But the difficulty is how
to tell if it’s just a common cold or the virus anyway. So I would think the
best course of action would be to err on the side of caution. But all this got
me to thinking, we are in theory the most advanced in terms of medical
science, technology and knowledge and yet the most vulnerable, anxious and
fearful in relation to the unknown, uncontrollable factors around us. The
weather has proved in recent months that as much as we have experts who
can try to predict weather patterns the reality is that it’s still unpredictable.
As much as we are fortunate to have the medical advances that we do. There
are still conditions and individuals that confound the more knowledgeable of
health professionals.
Corrie ten Boom is quoted as saying ‘Never be afraid of entrusting an
unknown future to a known God’
It seems to me that the more we try to be in control the more we realize that
there will always be factors that we are unable to predict or control.
I read this quote last week and found it brought a perspective that shifted
mine. ‘Worry is a conversation you have with yourself about things you
cannot change. Prayer is a conversation you have with God about things he
can change.
Please know that during this season of Lent we are praying for you, for your
families, local businesses and our wider community. If you are seeking a
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Mr Andy Cawthray - email: WhitCBC@gmail.com

Tel:657178
07581 710523

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:

Richard Beaman

Tel:659166

CRICKET SECRETARY:

Trina Lewis – email: lewisbtkr@aol.com

Tel:774406
07968 844341

BOWLING SECRETARY:

Eileen Sinker

Tel:770212

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY:

Mrs Kath Griffiths

Tel:662116

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON
AND WEST FELTON:

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG
e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk
Tel:650488
WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL:

Amy Jones (Clerk to the Council)
Held the fourth Tuesday in the month
clerk@whittingtonpc.com
http://www.whittingtonpc.com

Tel: 829571

WHITTINGTON YOUTH CLUB: (Facebook page: Whittington Youth).

Meets every Thursday evening 7:00pm – 8:30pm in the Senior Citizens’
Hall; entry fee £2. A wide range of activities for 10-16 year olds supervised
by qualified youth workers and activity coaches from The New Saints FC
Foundation Ltd. Telephone 01691 889791 or email:
info@tnsfcfoundation.org.uk for further information
BAPTISM SECRETARY:

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk

Tel:681036

WEDDING: Please contact the Rector

Tel:238658
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features works by masters like Raphael, Rubens, Donatello and Goya, to
name but a few, along with ceramics, relief maps and displays relating to
literature, music, theatre and cinema. The Musee d'Art Moderne is one of the
most popular tourist attractions; whilst for something completely different
the Musee des Moulins, on the road towards Roubaix, is devoted to
windmills if you are mechanically minded. It has 2 preserved pivoting
windmills, as well as a history of windmill technology. So far they have
restored 45 windmills or watermills and entrance fees are based on how
many or much time you wish to devote.

place of peace please pop in to St John’s which is open during each day –
even though there will be no Sunday or mid-week services for a while. In
church you will find a prayer box for you to put your prayer requests in and
we will use these requests to guide our prayers in the coming days.
Every Blessing
Suzan

The city’s cathedral is a much more modern affair, begun as a basilica in
1854 in 13th century Gothic style, it was declared finished in 1999. The
central marble section supported by steel wires is an impressive sight,
particularly viewed from inside or at night, when it is revealed as resembling
a pink translucent veil. From the outside it appears opaque but the marble is
thin enough to let in a beautiful, gentle pink glow.
Many visitors, though, are in Lille mainly for the beer. The best Belgian
beers are on tap and served up in most of the popular bars, to wash down the
delicious local cuisine, which focuses on seafood and rich sauces. If your
main aim is to eat, drink and make merry in an historic environment, Lille is
the place to be. As you visit the many bars and bistros, known as estaminets,
you will find the locals are hospitable and adept at enjoying life, which
belies its reputation as the grim northerly cousin of pretty Paris.

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!
34
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DIARY
Readers will be aware from various national news outlets that many
gatherings, of different sorts, have been cancelled due to the coronavirus.
Listed are the events which at the time of going to press have not yet been
cancelled. We would urge anyone wishing to attend an advertised event to
check with the organisers whether it is still going ahead.
4

9:30am

Friends of Whittington Cemetery working party in the
Cemetery; further details page 5
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EASTER MONDAY
LAST DAY for magazine material for the May edition of the
“Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, Manor Garden,
5 Boot Street, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Extracts from the Parish Registers
for the months of January/February 2020
REQUIESCAT IN PACE
“May the Souls of the Faithful Departed Rest in Peace”
22nd January 2020

Robert James Rule
aged 90 of Top Street

Communicants for the month……...…176
Attendance for the month……….........193
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
While Messy Church is unable to meet, Activity Packs will be available
each month for families to enjoy at home.
Our first pack is on the theme “All at Sea!”, and will be available by 29th
4

Lille was then occupied by the Germans from 13th October 1913 after a 10
day siege which saw the destruction of 1,500 homes and nearly 900 office
blocks/apartments; it was liberated by the Allies on 17th October 1918. In
July 1921 at the Pasteur Institute the first anti-tuberculosis vaccine was
discovered; 10 years later the city was feeling the repercussions of America’s
Great Depression and by 1935 a third of the city’s population lived in
poverty. Lille fell to the German forces for a second time in 1940 and was
part of the zone under the control of the German commander in Brussels. On
3rd September 1944 German troops began to leave Lille, fearing the British,
who were on their way having liberated Brussels. The high-speed TGV train
line was opened in 1993, connecting Paris with Lille in one hour and the
opening of the Channel Tunnel in 1994 saw the arrival of the Eurostar train;
the city was now at the centre of a triangle connecting Paris, London and
Brussels. This year Lille is the World Design Capital and design agencies
and other creative enterprises will open their doors to the public with
exhibitions and festivities going on throughout the year.
Most of central Lille is pedestrianised
and is easy to walk through with a good
map. It does also have 2 metro lines and
2 tramlines plus multiple buses; cycling
is another option.
Surrounding the Grand Place you will
find some beautiful architectural buildings dating back several centuries,
including the 17th century Vielle Bourse, the old Stock Exchange building. In
its inner courtyard collectors markets are held, so a good place for a
rummage. Nearby is another beautiful building, the Hospice Comtesse
Museum which operated as a hospital from its founding in 1237 until 1939.
Now an art museum, the building retains many of its architectural features
since it was occupied by a community of Augustine nuns such as barrelvaulted ceilings. You can visit the old kitchens, laundry, pharmacy, refectory
and Prioresses’ apartment as well as the old chapel. The art on display
includes paintings, tapestries, sculptors and porcelain from the region and
most of the furnishings date back to the 17th century. Outside is a delightful
medicinal garden. (The only thing it can be difficult to find is the
conveniences – they are off the kitchen).
Lille has some great museums such as the Palais des Beaux-Arts which
33

TRAVELLER’S TALES
LILLE
This city has been invaded by so many different armies that it can be
difficult sometimes to know whether it is French or Flemish. It has been part
of France now for over 350 years but still retains the ambience of the
medieval textile town of Flanders, being close to the border with Belgium.
The historic core of Vieux Lille is filled with grand architecture and cobblestoned streets and squares, with a ‘Grand Place’ reminiscent of both Brussels
and Amsterdam.
Archaeological excavations suggest that there was a settlement here as early
as 2,000 B.C., but over the centuries it has suffered much from various
attempts at invasion; the Gauls, Saxons, Frisians, Franks and Vikings were
all here before it was overrun by the Normans and the Magyar. By the time
of the Middle Ages Flanders was ruled by a series of local counts and by the
12th century the fame of the Lille cloth fair had begun to grow and was
expanded enormously during the 16th/17th centuries. Lille first fell under the
rule of France in the early part of the 14th century, but just for 65 years. In
1667 Louis XIV of France (the Sun King) successfully laid siege to the city,
resulting in it becoming French in 1668. Forty years later it was under the
rule of the Dutch for 5 years, during the War of Spanish Succession.
Following the French Revolution, in which it took little part, the Austrians
laid siege to the city, destroying many of the beautiful houses and the main
church; but the city did not surrender and the invaders left after just eight
days. It is still possible to see black dots on some of the impressive buildings
in the city centre which are Austrian cannonballs lodged in their facades.
In 1846 the rail link between Paris and Lille was built; and in the early part
of the 18th century Napoleon’s continental blockade against England led to
the further development of the city’s cotton textile industry, while the nearly
towns of Roubaix and Tourcoing worked wool. By the middle of the century
the city had 1,300 taverns, one for every 3 houses; 63 drinking and singing
clubs, 37 clubs for card players, 23 for bowling, 13 for skittles and 18 for
archery. In the early years of the 20th century the city prospered further via
coal and the steam engine making the entire region wealthy thanks to its
mines and textile industry.
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March. The April pack will have an Easter theme.
Please email us at whittingtonmessychurch@gmail.com if you would like
a pack.
The Messy Church Team
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ACKNOWLEGEMENTS
The Rector and Trustees of the Friends of St John the Baptist acknowledge
the following donation:
A donation of £112.50
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
FRIENDS OF WHITTINGTON CEMETERY

Anon

We warmly invite volunteers to the next working party to be held at
Whittington Cemetery on Saturday 4th April 2020 meeting at 9:30am
Tasks on this occasion will include a general tidy up of the cemetery removing saplings from amongst the graves, pruning boundary shrubs/trees
and possibly resurfacing the gravel paths. Painting of the railings is an
ongoing project as well
For more information or to offer help please contact Sally Leppanen 01691
658163
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

FOLKLASSICAL CANCELED
Whittington’s eighth music festival in May has sadly had to be cancelled
because of the Coronavirus pandemic. Many of the musicians were from
abroad and had to take note of advice in their various home countries before
they even reached our own complicated situation. It was also unclear how
many of the festival’s audience might rather stay at home by the time May
5

came round. If you have bought tickets or a Pass, details on how to obtain a
full refund are on the website: www.whittingtonmusicfestival.org.uk
Lawrence Mortimer 01691 657986
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Bingo held at the White Lion in February raised £130 and was donated
to Oswestry Adult Carers
Brian Williams
WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers
It is with regret, that due to the current coronavirus situation we have had to
cancel our regular meetings of the club; the Monday Afternoon Whist
sessions; Thursday morning coffee get-together; the Easter Tea; the Annual
General Meeting and the monthly lunch at the White Lion.
The Whittington Bridge, Line Dancing and the children’s ballet classes have
all been cancelled as well until further notice.
These measures have all been taken for our own safety, we are all at risk
from this virus and we hope you will all return to support these various
events once this epidemic is behind us. If at any time you wish an update on
the situation please ring one of the committee members.
Gillian Roberts
Secretary
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Lord is my Shepherd – A Sunday school teacher decided to have her
young class memorise one of the most quoted passages in the Bible, Psalm
23. She gave the youngsters a month to learn the Psalm, but little Charles did
not find it easy to memorise much of anything.
On the day that the children were scheduled to recite Psalm 23 in front of the
congregation, Charles stepped up to the microphone and began proudly,
“The Lord is my Shepherd….” He knew that much, but the rest of the Psalm
suddenly deserted him. So he concluded bravely: “… and that’s all I need to
know.”
6

remaining 21 lights on grade 5 columns and brackets) will be repaired as
normal, as conversion of these will not take place until late Spring/Summer.
It was also NOTED that there are 3 lights off on Inglis Road – Scottish
Power Fault – Highline are dealing with it direct with Scottish Power.
Grant/Donation Requests: Consider the application received from the
Movement Centre. It was RESOLVED to make a donation of £100.
Future Meeting Dates: Tuesday 28th April; Tuesday 26th May to be held at
7:30pm in the Senior Citizens’ Hall.
Annual Parish Meeting Tuesday 19th May at 6:30pm in the Senior Citizens’
Hall.
The Agendas for forthcoming meetings are available 3 clear days before the
meeting, either on the Parish Council Website or the two Parish Noticeboards, one in Park Hall and one outside the School. The full minutes (in
draft form) can be read on line two days after each meeting, https://whittingtonpc. com, or via a copy from the Clerk Amy Jones. Tel: 01691 829571.
Email: clerk@whittingtonpc.com
The Parish Council are happy to announce the Birth of a baby boy (Spencer)
to the Clerk, Amy Jones and her husband Bryn, on Wed 26th February.
Mother and baby are doing well, and Amy is now back at the helm.
Jill Whitby
Parish Council Chair
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Pastoral care – The young clergyman was walking through the village when
he met one of his elderly parishioners. “How’s your cold?” he asked.
“Verra obstinate,” came the bleak reply.
“I’m sorry.” The clergyman decided to try again. “Well, how is your
arthritis?”
“Verra obstinate,” came the reply.
“Oh dear, I am sorry,” soothed the clergyman. He
tried a third time: “And how is your wife?”
“About the same.”

Friendship doubles our joy and divides our grief
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these need to be made a priority. Any lights not on the conversion list (the
accommodation; to include amenity land following demolition of former
bakery building Decision: Grant Permission RESOLVED to note.
b) Planning applications for consideration: I. Reference: 20/00384/TCA
(validated 29/01/2020) Plas Cerrig, Station Road, Whittington Proposal:
Fell 2no Yew within Whittington Conservation Area. It was RESOLVED to
SUPPORT with the following comments: The parish council support the
application but would like the following observation considered: the
drawings are not very clear, and there are concerns that if trees are too close
to the boundary this might cause issues for neighbouring properties.
II. Reference: 20/00267/FUL (validated 27/01/2020) The Courtyard,
Hindford Proposal: Erection of a garden machine store to an existing garage
block. It was RESOLVED to MAKE A REPRESENTATION stating that the
parish council have no comments to make on this application.
III. Reference: 20/00168/FUL (validated 16/01/2020) Proposed Residential
Development West Of, Artillery Road, Park Hall Proposal: Substitution of
two dwellings (plots 14, 21) with six dwellings; formation of parking areas;
creation of additional public open spaces. It was RESOLVED to MAKE A
REPRESENTATION stating that the parish council have no comments to
make on this application.
Key Items Discussed: Community Led Housing – Proposed Site and
Application. Consider setting up a Steering Group (Councillors and
Community Members) to meet with Shropshire Council and appoint a point
of contact for the group. It was noted that a site has come forward for
affordable housing and Star Housing have put an application in as they
consider it to be a suitable site. The site is at the back of Pen-Y-Bryn. It was
RESOLVED to set up a Steering Group with the following members:
Councillors Jill Whitby, Lucy Beaumont, Rupert Harvey, Ian Johnson and
Steve Charmley. Ian Johnson was nominated as the group lead. Councillors
will speak to members of the community to see if there is any interest to also
get involved.
Street Lighting: Receive an update on the conversion and agree a final date
for lantern repairs/bulb changes before the conversions take place in March.
It was reported that the LED order will be received by Highline on 27th
February and installation will begin shortly after. It was RESOLVED to
agree a cut off point of 18th February 2020 for repairs, and only lights on the
level crossing, and main junction at Three Trees to be repaired if faulty as
30

WHITTINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
The meeting began with members wishing Susan Barclay a belated ‘Happy
Birthday’; the President, Marian Young, then invited everyone to sing
Jerusalem.
The meeting was focussed on the contents of the Shropshire WI County
News and opportunities to engage in a wide variety of activities and events.
The Claremount Club has resumed and members were asked if they wanted
to participate and if so confirm with the secretary, Sandy Forde. National
raffle tickets are on sale with some incredible prizes. It was also arranged
that members would undertake a ‘Litter Pick’ on 21st March, starting at
2:00pm.
The President then explained that as the evening was devoted to the Spring
Show everyone could peruse all the entries; there were more than 87 entries
by 16 entrants, an amazing achievement for such a small WI; but first she
wanted to thank the WI committee for all their support and acknowledged
their assistance with refreshments for the evening as well.
Details of trophies awarded to members:
Bulbs and Plants: 1st Susan Barclay, 2nd Kath Griffiths/Marian Young/
Barbara Molesworth.
Floral Art: 1st Julie Sheffield, 2nd Margaret Nicholas/Barbara Molesworth
Flowers and Foliage in a piece of footwear: (Class for the WI Bowl) 1st
Margaret Nicholas, 2nd Julie Sheffield
Sweet Cookery: 1st Julie Sheffield, 2nd Margaret Nicholas/Sandy Forde
Savoury Cookery: 1st Margaret Nicholas, 2nd Marian Young, 3rd Ruth Haile
Special Cookery: (Swiss Roll) 1st Ruth Haile, 2nd Sandy Forde
Preserves: 1st Kath Griffiths/Ruth Haile/Susan Barclay
Arts and Crafts: 1st Margaret Nicholas 2nd Joyce Howard,3rd Margaret
Hulson
Photography: 1st Margaret Hulson 2nd Heather Evans, 3rd Julie Sheffield
Special Category: A leek in any medium (Class for the Goff Plate) 1st Julie
Sheffield 2nd Joyce Howard 3rd Barbara Moleswoth
Meetings have now been suspended on health grounds.
Jo Thomasson
7

William Wordsworth – the ‘Church of England pantheist’

Whittington Parish Council News,
Meeting held on 18th February 2020

The first question could easily be: What is a pantheist?
Pantheism is a religious belief that includes the entire universe in its idea of
God. A person who follows the religious doctrine of pantheism believes that
God is all around us, throughout the whole universe. An example of
pantheism is rejecting the idea that God has an individual personality. Going
back in time philosophers Frederick Nietzsche, Carl Jung and Giodarno
Bruno were all pantheists; as were writers William Wordsworth, David
Henry Thoreau, and Voltaire.
William Wordsworth, the Romantic poet always associated with the Lake
District, was born 250 years ago, on 7th April 1770. He was Poet Laureate
from 1843 to 1850, though he produced no new poetry during that period.
In his youth Wordsworth travelled in France and came to share the radical
politics of the French Revolution. He also fell in love with Annette Vallon,
by whom he had a daughter in 1792. They were kept apart by the difficult
relationship between England and France, but eventually met again, and the
poet supported his daughter, though he married Mary Hutchinson, a friend of
his beloved sister and muse, Dorothy. He had five children with Mary, three
of whom predeceased them.
Wordsworth’s political views soon softened, and he never rejected
Christianity. He has been described as a “Church of England pantheist” and
saw himself as a people’s poet. He produced Lyrical Ballads in 1798 with
his friend Samuel Taylor Coleridge, who inspired his last great poem, The
Prelude.
Many Christians, especially those in the Anglo-Catholic movement, deeply
admired Wordsworth. During his later years and in the next generation, he
was regarded as a defender of the Faith. He himself seemed content that
many found his poetry helpful in trying times.

8

I wandered lonely as a cloud
That floats on high o’er vales and hills,
When all at once I saw a crowd,
A host, of golden daffodils;
Beside the lake, beneath the trees,
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze.

Eight Councillors were present at the meeting; apologies were received from
Councillors Johnson, Pugh and Charmley; also in attendance was Miss L
Bardsley (Locum Clerk). The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on
21st January 2020 were agreed and duly signed as a true record. There were
no members of the public present, nor was there a police presence.
Your Local Police Officer and Community Support Officers Contact
Numbers: Local Police Officer: - PC 3718 Kate Le’Clere – 07870219518
Police Community Support Officers: - PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes – O78702
19190; and PCSO 40279 Pete Roberts – O7870219019
About your Team: Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and
partners to identify, tackle and solve issues that matter to the community
where you live. Making neighbourhoods safer by cutting day to day crime
and anti-social behaviour is at the heart of keeping people in West Mercia
safe. Thanks to an investment in mobile tablet style computers, these will
enable officers to spend more time on patrol on the street and in
neighbourhoods. Officers will continue to come to people when they need
them and provide a high quality service however you contact us - in person
(on the street, at community bases and at partners and communities together
[PACT] meetings), on the phone or online.
Get in touch - 101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime
 oswestryrn.snt @westmercia.pnn.police.uk
 www.westmercia.police.uk
/
@Oscops - Only call 999 in an emergency, when a crime is in
progress or life is in danger.
In the event of a Police emergency call 999 for urgent attention; or ring 101
for non-emergency calls. The Police mobile numbers above will only be
answered if the Officer is on duty. If your call is not answered please leave
your name, number and a brief message. The Officer will respond at their
earliest convenience when they are next on duty.
Planning: a) To note any planning decisions: I. Reference: 19/03145/FUL
(validated 12/07/2019) Dwelling at Former Hairdressing Salon, Station
Road, Whittington Proposal: Erection of a two-storey dwelling with attic
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1st April – Fooling Around
In years gone by, the rules surrounding April Fool were this: between
midnight and noon on 1st April, everyone is ‘fair game’ to be made a fool of.
It is the morning of the practical joke. But the aim is not just to discomfort
the victim: he must be tricked into taking action himself, sent on a ‘fool’s
errand’.
I was about six when I began to enjoy April Fool’s Day. My older brother
was very clever at appropriate hoaxes, not only deceiving me but also mum
and dad. On the whole my childish efforts were encouraged. The day was
full of laughs, even at school, where the teachers would try to trick us and all
day long no one quite believed anything they were told. So it went on, year
after year, though I think it all seems as a bit unsophisticated for the modern
generation.
You couldn’t say that, though,
about probably the most famous
April Fool’s effort of all time. In
the 1960’s BBC TV broadcast a
feature on the spaghetti farms of
Italy. Even those of us who
bought our spaghetti in the supermarket from the pasta shelves
began to wonder if we’d been
wrong. Italian farmers explained
their work and the progress of the spaghetti plants was carefully filmed, from
planting to reaping. And all in the BBC’s most serious documentary
manner. It took a while to appreciate that this was Aunty playing games.
Whatever next!
The odd thing is that no one is quite sure of the origin of this very British
tradition. Most attribute it to changes in Britain’s calendar in the 1700s,
when New Year’s Day moved from March 25th to January 1st. Not
surprisingly, the change caused a lot of confusion and mistakes around the
start of April. Others look further back, to the ancient Roman feast of
Hilaria, when the goddess Cybele was celebrated with pranks and jokes
around the spring equinox, March 25th. Either way a touch of hilarity at the
end of Lent does not seem amiss. Go to Greece, where the resurrection of
Jesus is celebrated with fireworks and parties to see how it might work.
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Canon David Winter

Continuous as the stars that shine
And twinkle on the milky way,
They stretched in never-ending line
Along the margin of a bay:
Ten thousand saw I at a glance,
Tossing their heads in sprightly dance.
The waves beside them danced; but they
Out-did the sparkling waves in glee:
A poet could not but be gay,
In such a jocund company:
I gazed—and gazed—but little thought
What wealth the show to me had brought:
For oft, when on my couch I lie
In vacant or in pensive mood,
They flash upon that inward eye
Which is the bliss of solitude;
And then my heart with pleasure fills,
And dances with the daffodils.
William Wordsworth
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
CALL FOR A CAMPANOLOGIST
Only a few of the Sunday morning church
congregation would have met John James,
of the Fields, Babbinswood; generally they
would be the latecomers who passed him in
the porch as he chimed the five minute
Treble Bell. Originally John joined the bellringing-group as a learner, meeting on a
Thursday evening for practice. This would
then be followed by ringing for Matins, on a
Sunday morning and for Evensong later in
the day; there were also special events such
as weddings and the marking of national
events. Over the years the number of bell
ringers, campanologists, dwindled, and so when bells were requested for a
wedding we had to rely on a team led from St Oswald’s, Oswestry and made
up of ringers from St Martins, Ellesmere and other belfries.
9

It was then that John volunteered to keep the bells ringing on a Sunday
morning by using a carillon mechanism, called an Ellacombe, in the ringing
chamber where the bells are attached to thin ropes and pulled by two hands.
He continued using this method for many years before ill-health prevented
this service to our church, and now sadly John has passed away.
The Parochial Church Council have discussed the possibility that a
parishioner, male or female, might have an interest in “learning the ropes” of
the carillon, and sending the bells echoing across the village between 10:00
and 10:30am on a Sunday morning. Would you? Then contact our Rector,
Suzan, or Gillian or Mike, our Churchwardens.
P.J.M.
Footnote: In 1746 the old wooden tower was demolished and the present
brick tower built at a cost of £1,062. In 1911 two new bells were hung along
with a new Tenor bell in commemoration of the coronation of King George
V, and three old bells were restored and re-hung. Parish records detail that in
Victorian times the Verger/Sexton used the bells to give the parish early
news of a death; 12 tolls for a man, 10 for a woman, 6 for a boy and 5 tolls
for a girl.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Palm waving - It was Palm Sunday, but five-year-old
Jamie stayed at home with mum because of a bad cold.
When his father and sisters returned, they were carrying
several palm fronds. His sister explained: “People held
them over Jesus’ head as He walked by.”
“That’s not fair!” Jamie protested. “The one Sunday I
don’t go, and He shows up!”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
On the hop
Q: What do you get when you cross the Easter Bunny with an over-stressed
minister during Holy Week?
A: An Easter Basket Case
Hot
Q: What do you call a chocolate bunny that was out in the sun too long?
A: A runny bunny.

10

Jesus can be contacted 24 hours a day: just
go on on-line via your knee-mail. Anon

Through the Lychgate
The Lady Chapel
“And in the sixth month the Angel Gabriel was sent
from God into a city of Galilee, named Nazareth. To a
virgin espoused to a man called Joseph, of the house of David, and the
virgin’s name was Mary” Luke Chapter 1, verses 26 – 27
Singing as a boy chorister for Matins and Evensong each Sunday in
Leominster Priory Church, I was well aware of the festivals of saints, and
major celebrations as we prepared anthems for Christmas, Easter and
Whitsun. Two of the Quarter Days were of special note as they were
associated with the financial year as well as the scriptures. First Lady Day, as
the opening text describes, the Festival of the Annunciation, on 25th March in
our calendar. And secondly Michaelmas, celebrated on 29th September.
These were the two dates when rents were due to be paid by tenants to their
landlords. I remember my father checking his bank balance just before as he
paid his half-yearly rent for our 120 acre farm; he would often remark “most
of my bank balance is walking around on four legs in the fields.”
Our Lady Chapel, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, dates back to when William
Walsham How was Rector. He removed some of the front pews on the north
side, having described them as ‘monstrous evil’ in appearance, and installed
some seats to the front for the use of poorer parishioners, remember that
most pews were rented out in those days. In 1861 he commissioned a new
Chancel to be built and when he died in 1897 his seating area for the poor
had a screen added in his memory, thus enabling the area to become what is
now the Lady Chapel. The screen was a gift of clergy from throughout the
world in memory of Bishop Walsham How and gratitude for use of his book
‘Pastor in Parochial’. On the chapel walls are various memorial tablets
including one referencing Rosehill School, the large house next to the
railway crossing, whose pupils in part provided the black and white floor
tiles lying beneath the current carpet; the windows also have dedications.
For those not familiar with the chapel, it is used each Thursday morning, it is
available for individual private prayer whenever the church is open.
Morhys of Rosehill
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH
Share this Easter cake with your neighbours if you are not able to share it
with your family.
CHOCOLATE AND PEANUT BUTTER EASTER CAKE (8-10)
For the cake:
200g (7 oz) butter
300g (10½ oz) caster sugar
50g (1¾ oz) cocoa powder
50g (1¾ oz) smooth peanut butter
4 medium eggs
2 egg yolks
350g (12 oz) self-raising flour
1 tsp baking powder

For the glaze and filling:
70g (2½ oz) 70% cocoa dark
chocolate
200ml (7 fl oz) double cream
A pinch of salt
2 tsp peanut oil (from supermarkets)
To decorate:
75g (2¾ oz) roasted peanuts,
chopped

Oven: 190°C/ fan 170°/ gas 5
Line the base and sides of a 20cm – 22cm (8in – 8½ in) round, loosebottomed cake tin with baking parchment.
Place the butter and sugar into the bowl of a food mixer and mix until light
and fluffy. Add the cocoa powder and peanut butter and mix until well
combined.
Add one egg at a time, making sure you incorporate each into the butter
mixture before you add another.
Next sieve the flour and baking powder into the cake mix and beat until
thoroughly combined. Spoon into the cake tin and bake for 35 – 40 minutes
or until the sponge springs back and a skewer inserted into the centre of the
cake comes out clean.
Remove from the oven and leave to cool on a wire rack. Cut the cake in half
horizontally and place the bottom half onto a board, plate or cake stand.
To make the glaze and filling, place the chocolate, cream, salt and peanut oil
into a bowl and set over a pan of simmering water (do not let the bowl touch
the water) until the chocolate has melted and the mixture has a smooth and
glossy, custard-like consistency.
Pour half onto the bottom half of the cake and spread just to the edges.
Sprinkle with a third of the nuts, then place the other half of the cake on top.
Pour the rest of the glaze over the top and spread all over.
Allow to set before scattering with the remaining nuts.
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Orchards – easier than you might think!
There has been much talk recently about planting trees. Planting new trees
has always been a good idea, but now more than ever this could be a very
important thing to do. Way back when we were about to have a General
Election, each political party was offering to plant millions of trees in
exchange for our votes. The Tory Party was actually being quite
conservative with its promise, which should mean us seeing over 80,000,
give or take the odd sapling, being planted every day.
Let’s leave the mega planting plans to the powers that be and think what we,
in our parish could do – with limited resources of all kinds. Remember
orchards? Did you know that it only takes five trees to make an orchard?
That’s a fact I’ve only just discovered and so here’s an opportunity for nearly
every church to do its bit in the great tree planting scheme of things.
And what better than a fruit tree to remind Christians of the Church year?
After the winter months of it resting
Through frosts and storms come the buds
heralding a new spring and new life. Then
the blossom to gladden our hearts and
next the arrival of fruit and the harvest.
What young people’s group needs a wildlife video when it has a fruit tree?
And what joy for members of the
congregation to collect the fruit for jam
making. Already I can see treasurers getting interested at the thought of that
potential income towards the latest energy bills.
Think about it – could you help create an orchard? Plantings could be
memorials to the recently departed and what a brilliant way to go! – being
remembered in a memorial orchard and be part of new life every year.
Remember there are permissions and faculties covering church land and
orchard trees need looking after rather more than other types of tree, but they
can also be planted in tubs where there is no land. If you think your church
could grow an orchard of at least five fruit trees do let me know – I will be
delighted to hear from you. david.shreeve@churchofengland.org.uk
David Shreeve, Conservation Foundation 11

The great Raphael

GARDENING!!

Five hundred years ago, on 6th April 1520, Italian Renaissance artist and
architect Raphael died in Rome of an unknown illness. He was 37.
Born Raffaello Sanzio at Urbino, he was orphaned at the age of 11 and led
something of a nomadic life. He was immersed in neoplatonic philosophy, as
was the pre-Reformation Church of his time, which combined wealth,
intrigue and political power, often to the detriment of spiritual coherence.
Raphael’s work, however, was of the highest quality.
Best known for his Madonnas’ and for his large figure
compositions in the Vatican, he achieved tremendous
clarity and lucidity, trying to develop a calmer, more
accessible style than Leonardo da Vinci and
Michelangelo.
He spent his early years in various North Italian
centres, absorbing a great deal from the artistic hub of Florence before
spending a celebrity-style last 12 years in Rome, working for two Popes. He
eventually put together an impressive – possibly uniquely large – workshop
of 50 pupils and assistants.
He never married, but was deeply attached to ‘La Fornarina’ – Margherita
Luti, the daughter of a baker from Siena. His grand funeral was attended by
large crowds: four cardinals in purple carried his body, and he was buried at
the Pantheon, at his own request.
Tim Lenton
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
On how to run your notice board
The Rectory
St. James the Least of All

Now recommended as a reason to get out and inhale some much needed
fresh air – a few thoughts:
TERMS OF GARDENING
GARDENING: You have got to love your garden whether you like it or not.
You are then called a garden lover.
HUMUS:

All good gardeners possess a keen sense of humus.

BEDDING OUT: Does not mean what it says and tends to leave your
partner furious.
PEST CONTROL HINTS: Cuckoo-Spit – Erect large notice with heavy
fine.
Weevils – Heed this warning: Hear no
weevil. See no weevil. Speak no weevil.
Onion Fly – A species of fly which being
devoid of original ideas attacks onions.
With-out onion fly dies.
Green Fly – The finger and thumb method
will be sufficient, this also enables you to
become green-fingered quickly.
FORKING: Starts the moment you have a
garden, you are either forking in mulch or
forking out money.
POTTING: Training from an early age is
an advantage.
WEEDS: Easy to spot – they’re the healthy plants.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Old as taxes

My dear Nephew Darren
Your decision to place a notice board outside your
church seems a good one – and its design in blue
plastic with luminous red detachable letters seems entirely in keeping with
the aesthetics of your building. Make sure that it is lockable, however, as an
12

As a new tax year gets underway, did you know that the men who collect our
taxes are working in one of the oldest professions known? Archaeological
evidence dating from 1900 BC includes a clay tablet recording a tax for
public works and a papyrus scroll which reveals that even 4,000 years ago,
tax-payers had some complaints. No surprise there! (From Optimist
magazine.)
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CHILDREN’S PAGE

innocent notice saying ‘all are welcome’ may be modified by a devotee of
anagrams to say something far less polite by the following day.
We recently replaced ours, which had disappeared shortly before last bonfire
night. That the Scouts’ bonfire had a board which closely resembled our old
one in its centre was, I am sure, a complete coincidence. The Venture
Scouts’ collective smirk during the following week’s Parade Service did give
one pause for thought, and the Cubs’ collapse into helpless laughter at the
chorus ‘So light up the fire and let the flames burn’ only increased suspicion.
On reflection, you may not have been wise to use your notice board to tell
everyone your holiday dates. Certainly, various local burglars were tripping
over each other inside the vicarage while you were away. However, the note
the last one left you, saying that next time he broke in, he would bring you
something, since you had so little left, was quite touching.
Inevitably, now that your church has a notice board, there will be open
warfare over who is allowed to display notices on it. Will the Slimmers Club
be seen as biblical? Why is the Ladies Guild notice twice as large as all the
others? And do remember that while everyone will want space to display
their notices, no one will ever remove them once the event is over. Plaintive
announcements of Christmas parties in April or of Summer Fetes in
November only serve to take people down memory lane.
Here’s the best way to manage a notice board: create that panacea for all
problems: a sub-committee. These poor people only ever exist in order to get
the clergy out of tight corners and to make sure that matters are discussed at
such inordinate length that every issue eventually dies a natural death. And if
even that fails, you could have a quiet word with our Scouts before next
year’s bonfire night.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
What God looks like – An infants’ teacher was observing her classroom of
children while they drew. One little girl was working away furiously, and so
she asked her what the drawing was. The girl replied, “I’m drawing God.”
The teacher paused and said, “But no one knows what God looks like.”
Without missing a beat, the little girl replied, “They will in a minute.”
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You should not confuse your career with your life

13

Whittington Village Fete 2020 – Monday 31st August

16
18
20

‘O Lord, while precious children starve, the tools of war increase;
their bread is — ’ (Graham Kendrick) (6)
‘We played the flute for you, and you did not — ’ (Matthew 11:17)
Bared (anag.) (5)
(5)

Whittington Together is gearing up for our fifth Village Fete which will take
place on August Bank Holiday Monday 31st August in the grounds of
Whittington Castle – circumstances permitting.
Like previous fetes, admission will be free but we will be asking for
donations for car parking at our designated car parks. What happens on the
day will be confirmed over the next few weeks with some exciting ideas
being considered.
We cordially invite the people of Whittington and beyond to join us for what
has proved to be an enjoyable old-fashioned family day out. More
information about the event will be posted on our Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/Whittingtontogether - in due course. You can also
follow what is going on in Whittington in the Ripple.
If you require further information, please feel free to contact me. My details
are below and we look forward to seeing you at the fete.
Ian Johnson - 07917025003
Chairman Whittington Together
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Due to current circumstances the
official opening of the bowling green
has been postponed, along with the
presentation evening, all matches and
car boot sales.
Merfyn Davies
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Whittington Castle Reading Group
As with all other public gatherings this lively get-together is currently
suspended.
Sandy Forde
A reader lives a thousand lives before he dies
14

ANSWERS TO MARCH’S CROSSWORD
ACROSS: 1, Planet. 4, Rugged. 7, True. 8, Augustus. 9, Attitude. 13, Bed.
16, Participation. 17, War. 19, Hillside. 24, Baldhead. 25, Bede. 26, Census.
27, Arisen.
DOWN: 1, Path. 2, Adulterer. 3, Tract. 4, Rigid. 5, Gust. 6, Exude. 10, Irish.
11, Uriel. 12, Esau’s. 13, Blindness. 14, Deny. 15, Spew. 18, Awake.
20, Ideas. 21, Lydia. 22, Odes. 23, Lean.
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APRIL at Whittington Castle
Sadly, as with the rest of the rest of the country we have
had to cancel all our planned events for April.
Across:
1
Relating to the whole universe (6)
4
The disciple who made the remark in 8 Across (John 20:24) (6)
8
‘Unless I see the nail marks — — hands, I will not believe it’ (John
20:25) (2,3)
9
He urged King Jehoiakim not to burn the scroll containing
Jeremiah’s message (Jeremiah 36:25) (7)
10
Baptist minister and controversial founder of America’s Moral
Majority, Jerry — (7)
11
‘Look, here is — . Why shouldn’t I be baptized?’ (Acts 8:36) (5)
12
Repossessed (Genesis 14:16) (9)
17
Port from which Paul sailed on his last journey to Rome (Acts 27:3–
4) (5)
19
‘Moses was not aware that his face was — because he had spoken
with the Lord’ (Exodus 34:29) (7)
21
Roonwit, C.S. Lewis’s half-man, half-horse (7)
22
Grill (Luke 24:42) (5)
23
‘The lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the — apostles’ (Acts
1:26) (6)
24
‘I was sick and you looked after me, I was in — and you came to
visit me’ (Matthew 25:36) (6)
Down:
1
Coastal rockfaces (Psalm 141:6) (6)
2
Academic (1 Corinthians 1:20) (7)
3
Publish (Daniel 6:26) (5)
5
For example, the Crusades (4,3)
6
11 Across is certainly this (5)
7
He reps (anag.) (6)
9
Liberator (Psalm 18:2) (9)
13
Man who asked the question in 11 Across was in charge of all her
treasury (Acts 8:27) (7)
14
They must be ‘worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much
wine’ (1 Timothy 3:8) (7)
15
The human mind or soul (6)
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You can still access the Castle grounds to have a walk,
However we would be very grateful if everyone leaves
Bea and Ben, our swans, undisturbed. You will see that
we have erected a small fence around their nesting area and ask that they be
left to get on with their nesting.
In the meantime we would be very pleased if you would like to continue
feeding the other wildlife.
Sue Ellis, Castle Manager – Telephone 01691 662500
E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk -Website: ww.whittingtoncastle.co.uk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Oswestry Show: Saturday August 1st 2020
Our Parish Church is once again taking a bottle stand at the Oswestry Show
after the success of the stall we had in 2018; this will be a general fundraiser.
However, we do need two areas of help please as follows:
1. Bottles to go on the stand. These can be soft
drinks, shampoo, perfumeries and even alcohol.
In 2018 we raised 200 bottles and would like to
aim for 250 this time so could you please save
as many as you can.
2. Volunteers to help on the stand on 1st August: The stand will need 2
people on it from 9:00am until either 4:00 or 5:00 pm (depending on how
efficiently the bottle tickets are sold!). Thus we would like volunteers to help
for an hour (or 2 if you want) each during the day. A rota has been placed in
the church if you could please fill in the time when you would like to help. If
we do not get enough volunteers we shall have to give up the stand.
Thank you in anticipation of your help. If you have any questions please
contact Lindsay on 07976-700709 or wlr2447@gmail.com
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Wenlock Priory or St Milburga’s Priory

The Hubble Space Telescope

This month’s front cover photograph shows the ruins of the 12th century
monastery located in Much Wenlock; an earlier monastery had been built on
the site in the 7th century by Roger Montgomery. The new monastery was
built on the site, work started around 1079 – 1082 on behalf of the Cluniac
Order. This order was centred at the Abbey of Cluny in France, having been
founded in 910 A.D.; its abbot became second only to the papacy as the chief
religious force in Europe. The order had nearly 1,000 houses located
throughout Europe, including 35 in England, but what was left of the order
was destroyed by the French Revolution.

The Hubble Space Telescope was launched 30 years ago, on 24th April 1990.
It was named after Edwin Hubble, an outstanding expert on extragalactic
astronomy in the 1920s and 1930s.

The original 7th century Anglo-Saxon monastery was founded by Merewalh,
King of Magonsaete, whose daughter, Milburga, became its abbess; she died
around 727, was later canonised, and her bones were reputably discovered
during work in 1101. In the town is the well of St Milburga which was said
to have cured sight impairments.
The priory was visited occasionally by
King Henry III, 1207-1272, whose
imported wines were stored there, and
his grants enabled the building of a
newer, larger 350 – foot – long church;
and it is the remains of this church,
including its north and south transept
and nave that are currently visible.
Following the dissolution of the
monastery by Henry VIII in 1540
several buildings, including the late
15thcentury Prior’s House and possibly the monastic infirmary were
converted into a private residence which became known as Wenlock Abbey.
The remaining priory ruins, which are grade 1 listed and in the care of
English Heritage, are separated from the Abbey by a tall stone wall. Still
standing to full height are parts of the transepts of the priory church. The
cloister lies to the south of the nave and within it are the remains of a
lavatorium, the communal washing area in a monastery; it is an unusual
octagonal shape and is embellished with carvings of Christ and the apostles.
There is also the Chapter House where the monks and the prior met each
16

The launch, originally scheduled for 1983, had been delayed by technical
and budget problems and by the Challenger disaster. Ironically the NASA
error that caused the Challenger tragedy was similar to the one that led to the
Hubble telescope being launched with a defective mirror – unwillingness to
accept technical warnings when there was great pressure from above to go
ahead.
In the case of the Hubble
telescope, also built by
NASA with help from the
European Space Agency, a
more basic machine revealed
the problem with the mirror,
but those in charge did not
believe it because a newer,
more complex machine had given the go-ahead.
The problem was put right by astronauts in 1993 – the telescope was always
designed to be serviced in orbit – and since then its position outside the
Earth’s atmosphere has enabled it to record many detailed visible light
images that have enabled scientists a deep view into space, leading to new
theories in astrophysics.
The telescope is estimated to remain in working order until 2030-2040.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Don’t break’em – There was a very gracious lady who was mailing an old
family Bible to her brother in another part of the country. “Is there anything
breakable in here?” asked the postal clerk.
The lady paused for a moment. “Only the Ten Commandments,” she said
politely.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Packet? – A small boy was asking his mother where he came from and
when he heard his mother’s explanation, he replied: ‘Mummy, when God
planted the seed in your tummy, was there a photo of me on the packet?’
21

QUIZ – WHO’S Who in the Movies
1. Which actress married André Agassi in 1997?
2. Which Jenny played Roberta in “The Railway Children”?
3. In which country was Arnold Schwarzenegger born?
4. Which Sharon played opposite Michael Douglas in “Basic Instinct”?
5. What did Susan Weaver change her first name to?
6. Which Leslie stars in “The Naked Gun” series of films?
7. Who divorced Brad Pitt in 2005?
8. In which country was Gerald Dépardieu born?
9. Who is Donald Sutherland’s actor son?
10. Who played Elizabeth Bennett in the 2005 film version of “Pride and
Prejudice”?
11. Who direct “Psycho” and “The Birds”?
12. What was the first name of Michael Douglas’s father?
13. What is the first name of Ms Arquette, star of “Desperately Seeking
Susan”?
14. Which Drew was in “E.T.” and “Batman for Ever”?
15. Which chart-topper was in “Silkwood and “Moonstruck”?
16. In which film did Val Kilmer play the rock star Jim Morrison?
17. Which star of “Evita” was the first wife of the actor Sean Penn?
18. Which King did Peter Jackson direct in 2005?
19. How is Mary Elizabeth Spacek better known?
20. Which Tony is the father of Jamie Lee?
21. Who won an Oscar for her role in “Walk the Line”?
22. What is the surname of the father and son actors Lloyd and, Jeff and
Beau?
23. Which character did Liam Neeson play in “Schindler’s List”?
24. Who is the Oscar-winning daughter of Ryan O’Neal?
25. Which actor Reeves starred in “Bram Stoker’s Dracular”?
26. Which Kim was the Bond girl in “Never Say Never Again”?
27. Who is Bridget Fonda’s actress/fitness fanatic aunt?
28. Which talented bridge player played the title role in “Dr Zhivago”?
29. Which Lauren was married to Humphrey Bogart?
30. Which Richard starred opposite Julia Roberts in “Pretty Woman”?
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Smart money – “Dad,” said the son, “what is a financial genius?” “A
financial genius,” said his harassed father, “is a man who can earn money
faster than his family can spend it.”
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morning to discuss affairs, and administer punishments for disobedience. In
the Priory’s library you can see locally-made medieval floor tiles, which
have been re-laid to give an impression of what they would have originally
looked like. Notice the difference in the three doorways of the library, the
central archway was the original entrance; the other two were added after the
dissolution of the monasteries, when the priory was used as a farm.
You can still visit the 164
foot-long, topiary-filled,
cloister garden, featuring
various animals; and a
gazebo, an octagonal, red
sandstone summerhouse,
of 1900. There is a charge
to visit the Priory and you
should check it is open
before visiting as it is not
open every day.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Passionflower
Why is the passionflower called the
passionflower? This beautiful climbing
plant that grows in many of our gardens
was discovered in South America by
Spanish missionaries centuries ago.
Drawings were sent back to Europe and
in 1609 an Italian priest interpreted the
flower to represent the crucifixion, otherwise known as the Passion.
The five petals and five sepals represent the 10 disciples who remained
steadfast (Judas and Peter both abandoned Jesus). The corona is the crown of
thorns. The stigma is the cross or nails, and the five stamens are the number
of wounds Jesus received.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Leak – Members of a local church discovered that the roof was leaking. The
following Sunday morning the churchwarden stood up: “First of all, I want
to apologise for the big drip in our pulpit this morning.”
17

DURING THIS DIFFICULT TIME
As we are all are very aware we are going through unprecedented difficult
times, the end of which we do not have an end date for.
If you are feeling isolated and would like to have a chat with someone or if
you are in need of help with shopping, collecting medicines etc then please
do call our Rector, Suzan, who will make arrangements for assistance. Her
contact details are on page 1 of this magazine.
Please be aware that the church building will be opened as usual during the
day and anyone wishing to go for a time of prayer, or just to visit, is very
welcome. There will of course be no formal services taking place.
Whether you visit the church, or wish to pray about the current situation at
home, you may find the following prayers of assistance:
Prayer about the outbreak
Keep us, good Lord,
under the shadow of your mercy
in this time of uncertainty and distress.
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful,
and lift up all who are brought low;
that we may rejoice in your comfort
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

in their darkness, be their light;
through him who suffered alone on the cross,
but reigns with you in glory,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
For those who are ill
Merciful God,
we entrust to your tender care
those who are ill or in pain,
knowing that whenever danger threatens
your everlasting arms are there to hold them safe.
Comfort and heal them,
and restore them to health and strength;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
For hospital staff and medical researchers
Gracious God,
give skill, sympathy and resilience
to all who are caring for the sick,
and your wisdom to those searching for a cure.
Strengthen them with your Spirit,
that through their work many will be restored to health;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
For the Christian community

Lord Jesus Christ,
you taught us to love our neighbour,
and to care for those in need
as if we were caring for you.
In this time of anxiety, give us strength
to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick,
and to assure the isolated
of our love, and your love,
for your name’s sake. Amen.
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God of compassion,
be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation.
In their anxiety, be their hope;

We are not people of fear;
we are people of courage.
We are not people who protect our own safety;
we are people who protect our neighbours’ safety.
We are not people of greed:
we are people of generosity.
We are your people God,
giving and loving,
wherever we are,
whatever it costs
For as long as it takes
wherever you call us. Amen.
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