WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

PARISH SERVICES

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre
Secretary: Mrs Joyce Howard

Tel:656389

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:

Chairman: Jonjo Evans
Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis

Tel:671300
Tel:662500

BELL RINGING:

Details from Brian Rothera

Tel:657778

BROWNIES, GUIDES:

6:00-7:15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre
Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere
Tel:624390
BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen)
2 Heather Bank, Gobowen
Tel:658016
e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com
WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions
Leaders: Dawn and Mandy
Meet in the Community Centre 9:00am – 3:00pm

6:30pm Holy Communion according to the Book of
Common Prayer on 1st Sunday
6:30pm Evensong on the 3rd Sunday
4:00pm Messy Church (Meets monthly except July and
August)
WEEKDAYS: 9:30am Holy Communion - Thursday
5:30pm Choir Practice
- Alternate Thursdays
RECTOR:
VACANT
Tel:238658
Listen to the recorded message which tells you who to contact; but do not
leave a message, as it will not be picked-up
Curate:
Reverend Jassica Castillo-Burley
e.mail: Jassica Castillo-Burley [wwfcurate@gmail.com]

Tel:670127

Tel:662236

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE:

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White
Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm. This will now be the
only stop in the village.

Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington

Tel:670940

Mrs G Roberts, 4 Western Avenue, Whittington, SY11 4BP
e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com

Tel:662236

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington
Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington

Tel:656389
Tel:659562

ORGANIST: Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall

Tel:662116

CHURCH WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk

MAGAZINE:
Editor:
Miss A Ward, Manor Garden, 5 Boot Street,
Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com
Distribution: Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road

SCHOOL WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonschool.co.uk

WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL:

36

Tel:611749

CHURCHWARDENS:

SENIOR CITIZENS:

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning
All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall
Secretary: Mrs Gillian Roberts, 4 Western Avenue

SUNDAY SERVICES:
8:00am Holy Communion on 2nd and 4th Sundays
10:30am Holy Communion weekly

Headteacher: Mr Carl Rogers
e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk

Tel:672838
Tel:659385
Tel:662269
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WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

“THE RIPPLE”
(Whittington Parish Church Magazine)
Vol 32 No 4

CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY:

August 2019
The Transfiguration – seeing Jesus as He is
The title of Bob Geldof’s autobiography, ‘Is That It?’ will resonate with us,
when we’re looking for more in life. On a deeper level, we want to see and
hear more clearly what God is doing in our circumstances. Jesus’
transfiguration, which we remember this month, helps us to consider this
(Luke 9:28-36).
Jesus was transfigured alongside Moses and Elijah, ‘As He was praying, the
appearance of His face changed, and His clothes became as bright as a flash
of lightning.’ (v29). To understand our circumstances, firstly we need to see
Jesus as God wants us to see Him. The disciples’ eyes were opened to see
Jesus’ divinity. The presence of Moses and Elijah confirmed Him as God’s
promised Messiah. By foreshadowing the resurrection, this event powerfully
calls us to entrust our lives into Jesus’ hands to experience His presence and
power.

Mr Andy Cawthray - email: WhitCBC@gmail.com

Tel:657178
07581 710523

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:

Richard Beaman

Tel:659166

CRICKET SECRETARY:

Trina Lewis – email: lewisbtkr@aol.com

Tel:774406
07968 844341

BOWLING SECRETARY:

Eileen Sinker

Tel:770212

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY:

Mrs Kath Griffiths

Tel:662116

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON
AND WEST FELTON:

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG
e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk
Tel:650488
WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL:

Secondly, if we are to make sense of our circumstances, we need to hear
what God says about His Son. A cloud covered them and ‘a voice came from
the cloud, saying, ‘This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to Him.”
(v35). God affirmed His love and call on Jesus as His beloved and chosen
Son. Do we hear God speaking these same words to us? When we know that
we too are loved and accepted by God, this transforms our understanding of
our lives.
Whatever our circumstances, they can be transformed by what we see and
hear. Open your eyes to see a transfigured world. Open your ears to hear a
transfiguring voice. Open your heart to become a transfigured life.
‘Christians should see more clearly, because we have seen Jesus. We are
people whose vision has been challenged and corrected, so that we can see
the world as it properly is.’ (Justin Welby).
Rev Paul Hardingham
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Amy Jones (Clerk to the Council)
Held the fourth Tuesday in the month
clerk@whittingtonpc.com
http://www.whittingtonpc.com

Tel: 829571

SHROPSHIRE YOUTH SERVICE:

Rural Mobile visits the village on Tuesday 6:15pm – 8:00pm
bus parks opposite the “Premier” Shop, Whittington.
Open to young people between the ages of 13 – 20 yrs.
Contact: Wendy Stockton, Shropshire Council Youth Worker.

Tel:654175

BAPTISM SECRETARY:

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk

Tel:681036

WEDDING: Please contact the Rector

Tel:238658
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The city of Dunedin is built as an octagon round the town centre and this old
part houses most of the history including St Paul’s Cathedral. This was
begun by its first priest as an Anglican church in 1852 and became a
Cathedral in 1894. There was a bequest and collection in 1904 for a new
building, the main part of which was dedicated in 1919, but the ‘temporary’
chancel was not replaced until 1971. It is built west to east, not the normal
east to west because of the hill it stands on; it has a flight of 38 steps up to
the main door. The roof is 20 metres high and this is one of only two stone
vaulted ceilings in the Antipodes, (the other is in Brisbane); this is because
the workers had to be brought from Europe to build these ceilings and it was
very expensive. The Chancel, when built, was of concrete and faced with
local stone, obviously without a vaulted ceiling. Some of the stained glass
windows from the original 2 churches were preserved and are built into this
new cathedral along with new windows. The original organ was built in
London and transferred and rebuilt in the new Chancel in 1972; it is credited
with being one of the finest in the southern hemisphere. The lectern is quite
novel, as it revolves and has two bookstands, one each for the Old and New
Testaments. One of the loveliest features is in the Under-croft, which
includes a part of the wall of the original St Paul’s Church. It houses a
wonderful collection of photographs of previous bishops, deans, choirs etc,
including those of all the Archbishops of Canterbury who have visited. Also
a series of paintings, plans and pictures of the various church buildings to
have been on the site; one, shows the drawings for the cathedral with a
magnificent tower which was never built.

DIARY
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8:30am onwards Oswestry and District Agricultural Society 134th
Annual Show at the Show Ground, Park Hall;
further details page 10
8:30am

4

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
10:30am
6:30pm

Holy Communion
Holy Communion According to the Book of Common
Prayer

7

7:30pm

Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens’ Hall; £2.00
including refreshments

8

9:30am

Holy Communion

11

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8:00am
10:30am

34

The August Prayer Breakfast to support the Schools
Christian Project Worker will be at Whittington
Senior Citizens’ Hall; if you would like to attend
please call Julie Drowley on 671994 by Wednesday
31st July

Holy Communion
Parish Communion

12

LAST DAY for magazine material for the September edition of the
“Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, Manor Garden,
5 Boot Street, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com

13

12:00noon

Whittington Senior Citizens have a ‘Ploughman’s
Lunch’ in the Senior Citizens’ Hall – Please note
change of date; further details page 13
3

15

THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
9:30am

18

Holy Communion

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
10:30am
6:30pm

Parish Communion
Evensong

22

9:30am
Holy Communion
10:00am-12:00noon Coffee Morning in church; further details page 25

25

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8:00am
10:30am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion

26

12:00 – 4:00pm Whittington Together Summer Fete at Whittington
Castle; further details pages 8, 11-12

27

12:00 noon

Whittington Senior Citizens monthly lunch at the
White Lion; further details page 13

29

9:30am

Holy Communion
ADVANCE NOTICE

SEPTEMBER
14

7:30pm

A Concert by the Rhos Orpheus Male Voice Choir
in Whittington Parish Church in Aid of Church
Funds; Tickets £10; further details page 16
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Old Benedictine Habit – A Benedictine monk was returning from a
conference abroad and, as is customary, packed his monk’s habit in a small
case. Arriving at customs the officer asked: ‘Anything to declare?’ The
monk replied: “Only an old Benedictine habit.”
“Okay,” said the officer, “how many bottles?”
Airport – If flying is so safe, why do they call the airport the terminal?
4

Two much older sights are: Larnach Castle, (not as old as ours!!), built by a
wealthy financier and merchant, and later member of the New Zealand
Parliament, William Larnach in 1871. A fine example of Victorian Castles it
stands on a hill overlooking the great inlet harbour of Dunedin. Not a penny
was spared on importing the best from around the world to build and furnish
the house and the great ballroom. He was married three times but did not
find happiness and finally committed suicide in the Parliament building. The
house fell into disrepair, and was rescued in an almost derelict state in 1967,
by a young couple, who bought it, restored to its former glory, and now open
it to the public together with the beautiful restored gardens.
The other old house is the
Olveston historic home built in
1905, a very richly furnished
family home where little has
been changed. When the family
of the businessman David
Theomin died out, the last
owner gave it in trust to the city
of Dunedin in 1966 complete
with all of the contents. It has
silk wallpaper rich timber
panelling and is complete with music room and snooker room. The kitchens
are still as last used and house all of the ‘latest’ in fridges, washers and every
modern convenience of the immediate post war era. The Australians on our
tour were very impressed by the age of some of these buildings but it was
slightly lost on people from Worcester and Whittington!!
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TRAVELLER’S TALES

Extracts from the Parish Registers
for the months of May/June 2019

DUNEDIN – but not the South African or the American one
HOLY BAPTISM
Sitting on the East Coast of South Island, New Zealand is the town of
Dunedin, (apparently the ancient name for Edinburgh), which was settled
first in 1848 by Scottish settlers. It was begun at the head of the large fiordlike inlet of Otago Harbour. Shortly after gold was discovered inland from
the settlement and it rapidly became the largest, richest and most influential
city, being the site of the country’s first university, in New Zealand due to
the gold rush. (It is now just the second largest city of South Island).
There is a very fine railway station decorated with Doulton tiles showing
pictures of the early engines and rolling stock. It has historic engines and
trips run around the bay, where you can see the lovely beaches and the
docks, now with cruise ships tied up. There are several other places to visit,
not least Speight’s Brewery one of the major South Island brewers.
Unfortunately the Cadbury factory was closed down along with the ones in
Bristol, Dublin, Montreal, Chicago and Philadelphia - so take your own
chocs. One of the best museums is next to the station and is dedicated to the
history of the original settlers, including the Scots, Chinese and others. It has
rooms dedicated to photographs of the original ship load of settlers and then
deals with the developing art, fashion, transport and technology - to some of
us it isn’t exactly history!! There was a wonderful exhibition of the Mount
Felix tapestry depicting episodes on the New Zealand troops injured in the
First World War at Gallipoli who were treated at Mount Felix, Walton on
Thames. Try to find it in England through the Riverhouse Barn Arts Centre,
Walton.
Also in the station area is one of the newest attractions of the city - the
Chinese Garden - built jointly by Dunedin City and Shanghai as an authentic
Chinese Garden complete with plants, statuary and buildings; including a
Chinese tearoom and a beautiful lake which mirrors the buildings around.
The whole is remarkably quiet, peaceful and overall beautiful. There is a
rockery climbing up one side with an ascending path and corridor overlooking the whole garden. There are corners, shelters and seats so that you
can stop and just enjoy it all. In 1500 Wen Zhengming wrote ‘Most
cherished in this mundane world is a place without traffic; truly in the midst
of a city there can be mountain and forest.’
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“We welcome you into the Lord’s Family”
2nd June 2019

Katie Melissa Woodward
of Penrhos Court

2nd June 2019

Sophie Elizabeth Anne Goodes
and Matthew Robert Goodes
of Top Street

2nd June 2019

Isabella Louise Delcassa
of Cae Onan, Morda

23rd June 2019

Medi Rose Catherine Jones
of Acorn Close

23rd June 2019

Hunter Jordan Wood-Bate
of Judge Meadow, Oswestry

CONFIRMATION
“Made a full member of Lord’s Family”
2nd June 2019

Katie Melissa Woodward
of Penrhos Court

2nd June 2019

Sophie Elizabeth Anne Goodes
and Matthew Robert Goodes
of Top Street

2nd June 2019

Isabella Louise Delcassa
of Cae Onan, Morda

2nd June 2019

Elaine Mary Richardson
of Wingate Way, Park Hall
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HOLY MATRIMONY
We sent our Best Wishes to:29th June 2019

Christopher Ian Webb
and Elizabeth Tara Lumby
both of Stanwardine Lane, Cockshutt

REQUIESCAT IN PACE
“May the Souls of the Faithful Departed Rest in Peace”
16th May 2019

Geoffrey James Goode
aged 86formerly of Yew Tree Avenue
Internment of Ashes 31st May 2019
Communicants for the month……...…231
Attendance for the month……….........282
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The Trustees of the Friends of St John the Baptist acknowledge the following
donation:A donation of £50 following the sale of further booklets on the Wildflowers of
Whittington whilst Walsham How was Rector
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Thank you from Sarah and Richard
Thank you very much to the people of Whittington and
West Felton for the very generous leaving gift we
received. We plan to put the money towards developing
our new garden. We have a lovely house but the garden is
completely empty, just an area of grass surrounded by
brick walls – with no birds visiting!! So we are looking
forwards to planting up the garden to make it more friendly for wildlife –
and humans! Richard and I are settling in to our new home in Llansantffraid
and have received a warm welcome from the churches of the Vyrnwy
Valley.
6

II. Reference: 19/02400/VAR (validated 04/06/2019) 3 Hindford,
Whittington Proposal: Variation of condition no. 2 attached to planning
permission reference 14/04965/FUL dated 16/12/2015 to allow amendments
to approved plans
lll. Reference: 19/02408/FUL (validated 30/05/2019) 18 Penybryn Avenue,
Proposal: Erection of a single storey extension to rear
Finance and Executive Committee: Received a verbal report from the
Finance and Executive Committee by Councillor Greg Hickman who was reelected as Chair of the Committee
Whittington Parish Trees: An inspection carried out by Shropshire Council
reported that overall they are in good health with little or no defects which
warrant intervention. It was suggested that an assessment of the trees should
be made every two years
Grants awarded by the Parish Council: The TNS Football Club
Foundation, the Castle and the Friends of Whittington Cemetery have all
passed on their thanks for the respective grants that they each received
Other Issues: Flooding on North Drive – This was passed onto
Environmental Maintenance , Oswestry who have responded by saying that
works have been issued to their contractors to clean-out all the drainage
(including pipe-work and soak-away chambers) in the vicinity
It was noted that cement mixers and haulage lorries are quite frequently
entering and exiting Artillery Road, which is almost a single-track road, to
deliver building materials
Date and time of the next meeting: The next Parish Council Meeting will
be at 7:30pm on Tuesday 16th July 2019 in the Castle Tea Room
Paul Thompson-Lawrence
(This article is a brief outline of the main discussion points for the
Whittington Parish Council meeting and does not represent a formal record.
For an official copy of the minutes please contact the Parish Clerk or look on
the Parish Website - http://www.whittingtonpc.com)
What is hard by the yard is a cinch by the inch
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Two members of the public mentioned the speed of vehicles in Babbinswood
and Berghill Lane and the Council will be writing to PC Katie Le Clare for
advice on the problem.
The Council are also currently registering people’s interest in becoming a
volunteer for the Community Speed Watch Scheme; there is currently only
one volunteer on the list.
Footway Lighting: There will be a meeting of the Parish Council Lighting
Committee on 8th July to discuss a way forward; the street lighting has still
not been completed
st

Ground Maintenance: The new contractors started on the 1 April.
Whittington Play Area: Weekly visual checks are being carried out by
Councillors Davis and Jones with record sheets being passed to the Clerk.
The issues identified are awaiting quotes. The annual Royal Society for the
Protection of Accidents inspection will be carried out in July/August.
Whittington Cemetery and Garden of Remembrance: The new gates for
the Cemetery have arrived; oak and steel posts will be installed, and the
gates fitted and/or painted
Shropshire Councillor, Steve Charmley: The Community Infrastructure
Levy money for work in Top Street has been refused by Shropshire Council;
an appeal process will follow and the situation reviewed
Whittington Castle: The Annual General Meeting was held on 13th June; it
was thought that a nature reserve might possibly be created.
Planning: a) To note any planning decisions:
l. Reference: 18/01990/FUL (validated: 02/05/2019) Development Land
South-East of Whittington Primary School Proposal: Erection of 34 No.
dwellings, formation of access onto the B5009; open space area and
community parking area (Phase 1 of area approved under 14/03027/OUT)
Decision: Grant Permission
b) Planning Applications for Consideration:
l. Reference: 19/01831/FUL (validated 22/05/2019) Bryn –Y-Plentyn Farm,
Middleton Proposal: Installation of renewable heatpump and all associated
works
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CLOSURE OF THE A495 – STATION ROAD
From 10:30pm on Friday 30th August until 07:30am on Monday 9th
September Network Rail will be undertaking major works at Whittington
Level Crossing. Access will be maintained for pedestrians through the
crossing during the week, but it will be fully closed to all at weekends.
There will be a drop-in event on Tuesday 30th July between 3:00 – 7:00pm
in the Senior Citizens’ Hall when members of the public can discuss what
is happening with members of the project team.
Preparation work will take place overnight on Wednesday 28th, Thursday
29th and Friday 30th August. The core work will take place from 10:55pm on
Saturday 31st August until 05:15am on Monday 2nd September; each night
from Monday 2nd until Friday 6th September inclusive; and from 11:55pm on
Saturday 7th September until 05:15am on Monday 9th September. Pedestrian
access will be maintained across the level crossing when work is not actively
taking place.
Diversions will be signposted to direct traffic via the B5009 southwards from
Whittington to the Queens Head junction. There will also be “Businesses
Open As Usual” signage at strategic points, as well as signs stating ‘A495
Closed at Whittington Level Crossing’ on approaches to the A495 from both
the A5 and the B5009.
If you are planning to travel by train on Sunday 1st or 8th September – trains
will not be operating between Shrewsbury and Wrexham on these days and
there will be a rail replacement bus service between these two stations
instead. Staff working on the project will be based on a small site, off Station
Road and Station Road itself will have temporary two-way traffic lights in
operation throughout the work.
The work is to renew the level crossing surfaces at various locations and
require the following work to be undertaken:






Remove existing crossing surface panels and cill beams.
Installation of new cill beams
Installation of new crossing panels.
Resurface of road to stop lines on both approaches
Reinstatement of road markings throughout the whole crossing –
all lines to be of highways standard
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OSWESTRY SHOW SATURDAY 3rd AUGUST
Owing to unforeseen circumstances the proposed fundraising Tombola
Bottle Stall for Whittington Parish Church has had to be cancelled. Thankyou to everyone who had promised bottles, and time on the rota as stewards.
Instead why not visit the Oswestry and District Churches Together stand and
enjoy a welcome cup of tea or coffee, with a seat to have a chat with other
parishioners from the Oswestry Deanery.
P.J.M.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Whittington Village Fete 2019
Whittington Together is gearing up for our fourth Village Fete which takes
place on August Bank Holiday Monday 26th August in the grounds of
Whittington Castle. The Fete traditionally starts with the Crowning of the
Fete Queen at 12:00 noon and we intend to finish about 4:00pm.
As part of our fund raising activities we shall be holding our traditional
Bottle Tombola. If you have any bottles that you would like to donate please
give me a call but please no cleaning fluids. Details are below.
In addition to fairground attractions we have a wide range of stalls selling
exciting products and services. Run by the Community Centre team we shall
have the annual Craft and Produce Show, with prizes for the winners. In the
arena we have a variety of activities for all ages. We shall have
demonstrations from our local clubs, and to finish the very popular ‘Family
Tug of War.’

Whittington Parish Council News,
Meeting held on 25th June 2019
There were ten Parish Councillors, the Clerk, one Police Community
Support Officer and two members of the public at the meeting.
Your Local Police Officer and Community Support Officers Contact
Numbers: Local Police Officer: - PC 3718 Kate Le’Clere – 07870219518
Police Community Support Officers: - PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes – O78702
19190; and PCSO 40279 Pete Roberts – O7870219019
About your Team: Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and
partners to identify, tackle and solve issues that matter to the community
where you live. Making neighbourhoods safer by cutting day to day crime
and anti-social behaviour is at the heart of keeping people in West Mercia
safe. Thanks to an investment in mobile tablet style computers, these will
enable officers to spend more time on patrol on the street and in
neighbourhoods. Officers will continue to come to people when they need
them and provide a high quality service however you contact us - in person
(on the street, at community bases and at partners and communities together
[PACT] meetings), on the phone or online.
Get in touch - 101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime
 oswestryrn.snt @westmercia.pnn.police.uk
 www.westmercia.police.uk
/
@Oscops - Only call 999 in an emergency, when a crime is in
progress or life is in danger.

We cordially invite the people of Whittington and beyond to join us for what
has proved to be an enjoyable old fashioned family day out. It is free
admission to the fete but we will be asking for donations for car parking at
our designated car parks; we do expect the traffic to be very busy. We ask
visitors to follow the road signs to the designated parking areas.

In the event of a Police emergency call 999 for urgent attention; or ring 101
for non-emergency calls. The Police mobile numbers above will only be
answered if the Officer is on duty. If your call is not answered please leave
your name, number and a brief message. The Officer will respond at their
earliest convenience when they are next on duty.

A full programme of activities can be viewed on our Face-book Page:
www.facebook.com/Whittingtontogether
Ian Johnson 07917025003
Chairman, Whittington Together
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The Crime Report for May was presented by the PCSO present; thirty eight
incidents had been reported, including eleven actual crimes:- Assaults (1);
Burglary, Business and Community (1); Theft other (3); Criminal Damage
(1); Public Order Offence (1); Concern for Safety (3) and Personal (1).
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DO YOU STILL WAIT TILL MONDAY?
Sunday trading was legalised in England and Wales twenty five years ago
this month on 28th August 1994.
This is how the BBC reported the legalization of trading on a Sunday:
“Thousands of shops throughout England and Wales have opened legally
today for the first time following a change in the Sunday trading laws. The
new law is not expected to herald a large increase in the number of stores
open on a Sunday as many had broken the old law for years. Action which
was due to be taken against some under the 1950 Shops Act is now likely to
be abandoned.
Only three major chains will today open branches for the first time ever department stores Marks and Spencer and House of Fraser and supermarket
Waitrose. Both Marks and Spencer and Waitrose had opposed Sunday
opening. Under the new Sunday Trading Act, all stores in England and
Wales are free to trade in all goods on Sundays. Small shops - those under
280 square metres - can open all day. Bigger shops are restricted to six hours
of business between the hours of 1000 to 1800. And, under a concession
granted to appease anti-Sunday opening groups, they will not be allowed to
trade on Easter Sunday or Christmas Day when that falls on a Sunday.
But some large businesses such as pharmacies and motorway service areas
will be exempted from the restrictions as are restaurants, hairdressers and
other premises providing services. Shops breaking the new law face a fine of
up to £50,000. The Act also provides protection from dismissal for
employees who do not want to work on Sundays. The shop workers’ union,
Usdaw, has said, if necessary, it will vigorously defend its members’ rights
at industrial tribunals. The Keep Sunday Special Campaign remains as
opposed as ever to the new law. A spokesman said Sunday trading would
lead to an “erosion of family life””.
Then in 2015 there was an attempt, in the Budget, to relax Sunday trading
laws further, but this was defeated in the Commons. Shops in Scotland,
where Sunday trading had been unregulated, retained the right to open at any
time. Many Christians have supported organisations such as Day One
Christian Ministries – formerly the Lord’s Day Observance Society – and
groups such as Keep Sunday Special, who campaigned for Sunday closure to
stop secularisation and protect the spiritual nature of Sundays.
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WHITTINGTON VILLAGE FETE – MONDAY 26th AUGUST
The Church this year will be organising a FairTrade stall at the Whittington Village Fete. There
are several ways in which you can join in:
1. Volunteer to staff the Stall for an hour
2. Help to set up the Stall on Monday morning –
or help clear up at the end of the afternoon
3. Assist with a Children’s FairTrade activity
4. Bake a cake or biscuits from FairTrade ingredients to be ‘sampled’ on the
Stall
But most valuable of all please visit the Stall, learn more about the
importance of FairTrade, and maybe buy a FairTrade gift or food item.
For more information please speak with Margery Mellor, Alison Gidney or
Margaret Funnell (624249)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Your child’s sunglasses
Our eyes are ten times more sensitive to UV light than our skin, and eye
damage from UV light builds up and can lead to cataracts and age-related
macular degeneration – the UK’s biggest cause of blindness.
No wonder, then, that the Eyecare Trust has urged parents
to take care. Children’s eyes have bigger pupils and
clearer lenses, and so allow up to 70% more UV light to
reach the retina than adult eyes. “Our message is: ‘protect
your children’s sight now, or they could lose it later.’”
It is important to buy good quality sunglasses for your
children that show either the European Standard
(EN 1836:2005) or the British Standard (BS EN 1836:2005). All British
Standard will carry the CE mark.
Never buy your children sunglasses in toy stores or street markets – you have
no proof that they are of the correct standard. More info at:
https://www.eyecaretrust.org.uk/
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Definition of a committee – A committee is a dark avenue down which
good ideas are lured and then quietly strangled.
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OSWESTRY SHOW
PARK HALL, OSWESTRY
rd

SATURDAY 3 AUGUST 2019
THE STANNAGE INTERNATIONAL STUNT TEAM
(SPONSORED BY COFCO
INTERNATIONAL)
GRAIN SEED FERTILISER

KIPPERIDGE GUNDOG TRAINING
DISPLAY OF VINTAGE TRACTORS AND
STATIONARY ENGINES
(by Montgomeryshire Vintage Machinery Society Ltd
sponsored by SCOTTISH POWER)

VINTAGE CARS AND MOTORCYCLES
MODEL STEAM RAILWAY TRACK
FUN FAIR
RARE BREEDS SHOW, GOATS,
SHEEP SHEARING
Poultry, Pigeon, Rabbit & Cavy Show
VILLAGE GREEN ENTERTAINMENT
FLORAL ART, FLOWERS &
VEGETABLE SHOW
WOMEN’S INSTITUTE & YOUNG FARMERS
COMPETITIONS

“Heart of England – Food Hall”,
Business, Shopping & Craft Marquees
10

Beer of ‘biblical proportions’
What kind of beer did people drink in biblical
times, and what did it taste like? Such questions
will brew in the minds of real ale lovers, as they
lovingly savour their favourite real ale each
weekend. And now help is at last at hand.
Scientists in Israel have managed to brew beer using extracts of ancient
yeast. Microbiologists in Israel, along with scholars from the Israel
Antiquities Authority and Hebrew University, extracted microscopic
specimens from several ancient beer jugs that dated as far back as 3000BC.
They then cleaned and sequenced the full genome of every specimen.
Finally, the result was handed to brewers as well as to a local beer expert to
produce the drink.
And the result? The Associated Press said the beer was “champagne bubbly
and dry, with a hint of green apple.” Sort of a honey wine mixed with
modern ale. Dr Ronen Hazan, from the Hebrew University-Hadassh School
of Dental Medicine, added, ‘By the way, the beer isn’t bad.’
Beer was an important part of people’s daily lives in antiquity. The more
things change…?
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Our favourite (and least favourite) traditional foods
Britain’s favourite traditional foods, according to a recent YouGov survey,
are Yorkshire pudding, Sunday roast, fish and chips, crumpets, a full English
breakfast and bacon sandwiches.
Our least favourite are jellied eels, haggis
and laverbread (a Welsh dish of seaweed).
The results provoked some outcry.
Several Scottish people were upset at the
low ranking given to black pudding and
haggis. One tweeted: “The strongest
argument I’ve ever seen for Scottish
Independence.”
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AUGUST at Whittington Castle
Car Boot Sale – £5 per car – from
8:30am – open 9:00ish. Sorry NO trade
stands – No need to book, just turn up
th
th
17 /18 August WYTHE RETINUE –Tudor Living
History Weekend – Open 10:00am4:00pm each day – £1 per car to park –
Living History display including a Tudor Household and
Archery displays. Domestic activities include cooking,
spinning, medicine, monastic, archery, gunnery. Tudor
surveyors for the King detailing the castle for the King.
th
25 August
Car Boot Sale – £5 per car – from 8:30am – open 9:00ish.
Sorry NO trade stands – No need to book, just turn up
26th August
WHITTINGTON TOGETHER SUMMER FETE – Free
Entrance 12:00noon – 4:00pm – Stalls – Fairground - Food
stalls – Fun for all the Family
31st Aug/1st Sept BEAUFORT COMPANYE – WAR OF THE ROSES
Living History Weekend – Open 10:00am – 4:00pm each
day – £1 per person – Armour, weapons, archers, men at
arms, arming of the Knight, living history & military
encampment.
Sue Ellis, Castle Manager – Telephone 01691 662500
E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk
Website: ww.whittingtoncastle.co.uk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Crossword Answers for July Quiz

Whittington Together Summer Fete

4th August

ACROSS: 1, Riches. 4, Abner’s. 7, Soul. 8, Damascus. 9, Statutes. 13, Add.
16, Craftsmanship. 17, Old. 19, Redeemer. 24, Walls are. 25, Wise.
26, Target. 27, Thieve.
DOWN: 1, Rest. 2, Courtyard. 3, Sadhu. 4, Arm he. 5, Nose. 6, Round.
10, Tutor. 11, Timid. 12, Sense. 13, Ashbelite. 14, Dips. 15, Echo. 18, Lhasa.
20, Exact. 21, Erect. 22, Flog. 23, Mede.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
God’s home – A family on holiday was visiting a rather dark, very ancient
church in rural France. One of the youngsters whispered: “Does God live in
here?” “Yes, dear,” said her mother. The youngster looked rather fearfully
around. “Well – why doesn’t He move?”
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Monday 26th August 2019
12:00 noon – 4:00pm
At Whittington Castle

Crowning of the Fete Queen at 12:00 noon
Fairground attractions –
Local Organisations –
Annual Craft and Produce
Competitions –
Local Club Demonstrations –
Stalls –
Refreshments Bar –
Bouncy Castle –
Bottle Tombola –
Games and much more –
Family Tug of War –

FREE ENTRY – PARKING BY DONATION
11

WHITTINGTON TOGETHER CRAFT AND PRODUCE SHOW
MONDAY 26th AUGUST 2019
SCHEDULE
FLOWERS
1
3 Dahlias
2
3 Roses
3
Mixed cut perennials in a vase

FRUIT
8
3 Eating apples
9
Dish of Blackcurrants
10
Dish of Raspberries

VEGETABLES
4 4 Potatoes
5 4 Runner Beans
6 4 Onions
7 Cut herbs in a jar

HOMECRAFT
11
Jar of marmalade
12
A holiday photograph
13
An arrangement in a cup
and saucer
14
A jar of chutney
15
A crochet item

THE SUMMERHOUSE
BED & BREAKFAST

SELF CONTAINED LOG CABIN
(CLOSE TO OSWESTRY TOWN CENTRE)

CHILDREN’S SECTION:

TEL: 01691 657329 M; 07815 184 257
Email: cburke22@btinternet.com

Age groups: 3 years and under; 4 & 5 years; 6 – 8 years; 9 – 11 years.

CONTACT: CAROL OR TED BURKE

st

nd

rd

There will be a small prize awarded for 1 , 2 and 3 for each item in all
sections and a cup for the winner in each age group.
3 years and under – 1 A picture made with pasta shapes (A4 maximum
size)
4 & 5 years

– 1 A vegetable animal
2 A hand print on paper

6 – 8 years

– 1 A garden on a plate
2 2 fairy cakes on a plate

9 – 11 years

– 1 A Lego item
2 A greetings card (any medium)

ALL ENTRIES TO BE STAGED 9:30-10:30am
ON THE DAY AT THE WHITTINGTON TOGETHER FETE AT
WHITTINGTON CASTLE
SHOW-CO-ORDINATORS – Libby Morris
12
& Kath Griffiths

01691 659566
01691 662116

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Coffee & Company
Come and Enjoy
a
Cup of Coffee or Tea
and a chat
in
Whittington Church - Thursday 22nd August
10:00am – 12:00noon

All are very welcome
Entrance is free
Voluntary Donations to the Church
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In the early hours, I heard steps on the same stairs and in their torch-light,
saw it was someone who must have heard the rumours of treasure and
decided to liberate some of it. He, too, tripped, fell and lost his torch and in
the total darkness I heard him fumbling about at the other end of the crypt
among the coffins.
Intending to be helpful, I called to him softly, saying that I’d been trying to
get out of here myself for a long time and had never made it, so he may as
well give up. But do you know, he found his way out in no time.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
NATIONAL LOTTERY FUNDING
FOR CHURCHES
Churches and cathedrals will be able to bid
for a share of a £100-million pot of
National Lottery funding for large-scale heritage projects over the next three
years. And the grants are not just aimed at restoration schemes, but also
ideas that benefit communities.
The bids will need to demonstrate ‘real ambition to deliver positive change
within the communities they serve and put diversity and inclusion at the
centre of their plans.”
More info at: www.heritagefund.org.uk/funding/heritage-horizon-awards.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Washed away – A grandmother took her little grandson to the beach. They
were having a good time until a huge wave came in and swept the boy out to
sea! The grandmother fell on her knees and cried to the
heavens: “Please, Lord, return my grandson! Please!
PLEASE!”
Lo and behold, a wave swelled from the ocean and
deposited the drenched child at her feet. She checked
him over head to toe. He was fine! But the
grandmother looked up to the heavens again and
frowned: “He had a hat.”
24

WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers
The monthly lunch at The White Lion is held on the fourth Tuesday of each
month; the next being on the 27th August, the day after the August Bank
Holiday. Please get in touch with Val Hayward if you wish to join us for the
two-course roast lunch, the cost of which is now £8.50 (still good value as a
cup of tea or coffee is included in the price) – Val’s number is 662434.
Could you please try and let Val know if you are unable to attend, by the
Friday prior to the lunch, as she needs to book the meals – thank you.
The following events take place regularly and we anticipate them continuing
during the summer holiday period, that is apart from the ballet classes.
Monday 2:00pm – whist sessions – open to everyone, beginners or
experienced. Come along and someone will welcome you and show you the
ropes.
Wednesday 1:30 pm – Gentle Exercise Class at a cost of £4
Thursday 10:00am there is a coffee morning – all are welcome; come and
chat and enjoy coffee and biscuits (or tea if preferred).
Thursday 1:30-3:15pm – We enjoy a line dance class led by Steve Mason,
our teacher, the cost is £5. You can leave when you want to. Come and have a
go.
There are also ballet classes held weekly by Eleanor Moss for juniors –
details on the notice board at the hall.
In July many of us, thirty four people, enjoyed a visit to an Ice Cream Farm.
In addition Veronica Hargraves and I were invited to join a school trip to
Harrison Drive Beach, details of which will be in the next issue of the
Ripple. On Tuesday 9th July thirty one Year 6 school leavers came to the
Senior Citizens’ Hall, (accompanied by several members of Staff and the
Head Teacher, Mr Rogers), to be served a sandwich and cake lunch. Also
present was Alison Gidney, one of the School Govenors, together with our
Curate, Rev Jassica. Each year the club awards a shield to the pupil the
school thinks is a “Good Citizen”, and this year the recipient was Isla Perry.
Isla was presented with the shield, along with a replica to keep, by our
President, Val Hayward. Each of the school leavers was also presented with
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a book-marker, with their name on, which were made by Sue Dyke, one of
our Committee members.
It is still possible to become a member of the club – new members are
always welcome. The subscription remains at £6 for this coming year
and will then increase to £7 in 2020.

On the discovery of a long-lost crypt
The Rectory
St. James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
Once again there is a change of date: The Ploughman’s Lunch will now
take place on Tuesday 13th August – this proved very popular last year and
will be at 12:00noon in the Hall. We have numerous birthdays to celebrate
one way or another.

Since your church is a former cinema, I suspect that
were the floor to be removed, cigarette ash, sweet
wrappings and tickets for the last Charlie Chaplin film would be revealed.
Our marble flooring in the chancel was raised last week to try and find the
rat that had died on an under-floor heating pipe. It made its presence so unignorable last Winter that it gave me the excuse to use incense.

Tuesday 10th September – one of our Committee members is celebrating a
birthday with an “0” in it and we plan to hold an Afternoon Tea.
Tuesday 1st October – Harvest Lunch
Saturday 30th November – Coffee and Mince Pie Morning
Tuesday 3rd December – Christmas Tea
Tuesday 10th December – Christmas Lunch at the Sweeney Hotel
Gillian Roberts (Secretary) 01691 662236

But we have made an exciting discovery: the long-lost crypt containing the
tombs of the Lords Staveley. He flourished in this area, until a little domestic
disagreement with Henry II made the family realise that life in Italy might be
pleasanter if they wished to retain their heads. The stone from their manor
house soon became our lady chapel; an example of re-cycling as a
euphemism for theft.

WHITTINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
The business side of the meeting was conducted very swiftly with
information shared about different initiatives including celebrating Marian
Young’s Mocktail recipe being printed in the Shropshire Centenary Cook
Book. Members had contributed to a stall at the Derwen Fete which raised
over £200, another successful years’ outcome. Criftin’s WI had held an Open
Evening with a talk on Borneo; members who attended said it was an
excellent evening with the refreshments being a delicious range of puddings.
Marian Young presented a very succinct and interesting report from the WI
Annual General Meeting, held in Bournemouth, and encouraged other
members to attend in the future perhaps as observers. Next year’s AGM will
be in the prestigious Albert Hall; on Monday 25th November there will be a
meeting to consider Shropshire’s resolutions for the 2020 AGM.
There was a brief discussion regarding the Green Heart Campaign and how
14

Inevitably, as soon as we had made the discovery, rumours of vast treasure
flew round the parish. Long before anyone had descended into it, the
treasurer had the fortune earmarked for re-wiring the church, the organist
decided it should be spent on enlarging the organ, and Mrs Millington had
decided it should keep the flower arrangers in chicken wire until the next
millennium-but-one. I confess that even I toyed with the idea of a
conservatory with discreet drinks cabinet at the rectory.
Sadly, it was not to be. Our ‘treasure’ consisted of rows of coffins in various
stages of decay, enough bat droppings to keep our Verger’s vegetable patch
enriched for the coming year and long-lost peppermints dropped by
generations of choristers sitting above, as they munched their way through
the sermons.
Later that evening, when the workmen had left, I decided to have one last
look. Taking a torch, I descended the stone steps, but lost my footing. The
now-broken torch went one way and I another. After floundering round in
total darkness and unable to find the stairs to get out, I resigned myself to an
uncomfortable night in the crypt until daybreak.
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CHILDREN’S PAGE

to make it environmentally friendly. A future trip to Ironbridge is planned by
the Shropshire Federation and more details will follow.
Kath Griffiths and Libby Morris would like members to ensure they enter the
Community Competitions at the Whittington Together Summer Fete on
Monday 26th August and details were provided. Stewards are needed for the
Oswestry Show on Saturday 3rd August and also for the Whittington
Together Summer Fete at the Castle at the end of the month; members were
asked to sign-up for rota duties at both events.
Dates for members’ diaries include Wednesday 14th August when Kinoculture in Oswestry will be showing “The Queen’s Corgis” at 1:30pm. On
Friday 20th September there will be a special evening for the Oswestry North
Group as The Very Nice Theatre Group put on a production at the Marches
School; tickets are £12.00 and include a drink. The charities that will benefit
from the evening include Water Aid and Shrewsbury’s Women’s Refuge.
The evening’s entertainment was provided by the Shrewsbury Morris
Dancers; they were quite amazing. They were accompanied by wonderful
musicians who played some real heel tapping tunes on a considerable array
of traditional instruments. The dancers had the most beautiful and colourful
costumes and performed many different styles of Morris dancing as well as
clog dancing too. Many of the extremely complicated movements were
carried out seamlessly. Watching the dancing was mesmerising; the speed,
the rhythm, the co-ordination and synchronisation was astonishing. The
equipment used in some dances was quite unusual; trowels and sticks were
used to emphasise in one dance the tragedy of the past with unemployment
and poverty being symbolised by the tools.
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A competition by the dancers enabled Ruth Haile to win a music CD that the
musicians had produced. Two very game members of the branch entered into
the spirit of the dances and joined in; they were Libby Morris and Barbara
Molesworth who both thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity. The evenings’
competition winners were 1st Glenys Brind; 2nd Libby Morris and 3rd Kath
Griffiths.
Jo Thomasson
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Economic situation – If I understand what the economists are saying, it
seems that the situation is hopeless, but gradually improving.
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RHOS ORPHEUS MALE VOICE CHOIR
CONCERT

RECIPE OF THE MONTH
Use chocolate with no more than 40-50% cocoa solids as richer types of
chocolate can make it too bitter

CAKE

at

Whittington Parish Church
on

SATURDAY 14th SEPTEMBER
7:30pm
with

TOM BENNING-ROBERTS (Tenor)

Admission £10 – Tickets from:
Gill Roberts
01691 662236
Mike Phipps
01691 670940
Richard Huxley
01244 570201
Or Pay at the Door
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IN AID OF CHURCH FUNDS

CHOCOLATE MOUSSE CAKE Serves 8-10
MOUSSE

25g (1oz) cocoa powder + extra
for dusting
3 tbsp boiling water
100g (4oz) caster sugar
100g (4oz) self-raising flour
1 tsp baking powder
100g (4oz) baking spread + extra
for greasing
2 large eggs
2 tbsp brandy
225g (8oz) fresh raspberries and
blueberries, to finish
pouring cream, to serve

300g (11oz) dark
chocolate (no more than
40-50% cocoa solids)
broken into square
450ml (15 fl oz) whipping
cream
Oven: 180°C/160°F/Gas 4
20cm (8 inch) spring-form
tin greased with baking
spread; then line base and
sides with baking paper

Put the cocoa powder into a large bowl; pour over the boiling water and mix
with a spatula to make a paste. Add the sugar, flour, baking powder, baking
spread and eggs, and beat until smooth; spoon into the prepared spring-form
tin and level the top. Cut a piece of baking paper the size of the tin, grease,
and place lightly on top of the cake before baking in the oven for 20-25
minutes; or until the cake is springy to the touch and a skewer inserted in the
middle of the cake comes out clean. Brush the brandy over the top of the
cake then leave to cool in the tin. (if the cake is left to cool first it will be
necessary to make some holes with a skewer before brushing the brandy over
the top.) For the mousse, place the chocolate in a bowl over a pan of gently
simmering water, stirring until melted and smooth – take care not to let the
chocolate get too hot. Set aside to cool a little. Whip the cream until just
forming soft peaks, fold in the melted chocolate and carefully mix until
smooth and not streaky. Spoon over the cold cake, still in its tin, and level
the top with a palette knife. Cover with cling-film and chill in the fridge for
at least 4 hours, or overnight, until the mousse is firm. To serve, carefully
remove from the tin and set on a flat plate. Dust the top with cocoa powder
and pile raspberries and blueberries into the centre.
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AUGUST QUIZ – AROUND EUROPE
1. Which country’s capital is Tirana?
2. Where is a passion play staged every ten years?
3. Which state was Macedonia part of from 1945 to 1991?
4. Which island holds the George Cross?
5. Which country’s highest mountain is the Grossglockner?
6. Which countries are on the Iberian Peninsula?
7. Where is the Netherlands’ seat of government and administration?
8. What are the Dardanelles and where are they?
9. Which southern German city is famous for its October beer festival?
10. Which country is called Elleniki Dimokratia or Hellenic Republic?
11. Which country’s chief river is the Po?
12. Which country, whose capital is Vaduz, has no armed forces?
13. Which sea lies to the north of Poland?
14. In which four countries are the Alps?
15. Which country covers 10% of the globe’s land surface?
16. By what English name is Köln known?
17. Which country’s landscape is made up of volcanoes and geysers?
18. Between which countries does the Skagerrak lie?
19. What are Bessarabia, Moldavia and a former part of the USSR now
known as?
20. Which country has had a prime minister called Wim Kok?
21. Albert II became king of which country in 1993?
22. A region of Eastern France has a girl’s name with another girl’s name as
its capital. What are they?
23. Which country do Greenland and the Faroe Islands belong to?
24. Which is France’s highest point?
25. Which upper house of Parliament is called the Bundesrat?
26. Which country’s currency is the lev?
27. What are the two official languages of Finland?
28. Which aid organization’s emblem is the Swiss flag with its colours
reversed?
29. Which Portuguese province borders Spain and the Atlantic Ocean?
30. Which is Europe’s largest country after Russia?
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Seekers – A bookseller emailed a Manchester firm for a dozen copies of
Dean Farrar’s ‘Seekers after God’. He received a reply: ‘No seekers after
God in Manchester. Try Liverpool.’
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The Oswestry bowling league
season is quickly coming to a
conclusion; although the Wem and
Shrewsbury leagues will continue
until the end of September. Hopefully some of the teams can climb
their leagues and push on for promotion. Home fixtures for August are:
Oswestry League: A Team Tues 6th Aug Church A; 20th Aug Chirk A and
3rd Sept Llangollen A
B Team Tues 13th Aug Llangynog and 27th Aug Weston Rhyn A
E Team Wed 31st July Overton A; 14th Aug Cynwyd B and 28th Aug
Llanrhaeadr C
C Team Thurs 1st Aug Johnstown E and 15th Aug Ye Old Croft B
D Team Thurs 8th Aug Ruabon B; 22nd Aug Ponciau Park B and 29th Aug
Criftins D
Wem League: A Team Mon 5th Aug Bayston Hill A and 19th Aug Unison.
B Team Mon 12th Aug Worthen and Brockton and 2nd Sept
Bagley A
Shrewsbury League: Fri 2nd Aug Prince Hotel A; 16th Aug Castlefields A
and 30th Aug Ludlow Castle
Everyone is welcome to attend any of the above home games.
Cricket Reunion: Unfortunately the Cricket Reunion has had to be
rescheduled for Sunday 8th September at 4:00pm. If any past players would
like to attend please contact Mike Brunt on 661874 or 07855772527 or Nick
Austin on 07710644355.
Car Boot Sales: During August these will be on Friday 2nd and 16th; and
Mon 26th. Gates open at 8:30am and Sales from 9:00am – 1:00pm;
Refreshments are available. Cost £6 per car.
Mike Brunt
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Superior – Many years ago, Pope John XXIII visited the hospital of the
Holy Spirit in Rome, which is administered by a religious sisterhood. The
Mother Superior nervously introduced herself: “Most holy Father, I am the
Superior of the Holy Spirit.” The Pope smiled and replied: “Well, you are
very blessed! I am only the Vicar of Christ.”
Unique – Always remember you’re unique. Just like everyone else.
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THE EINSTEIN-SZILÁRD LETTER
Albert Einstein, the world’s most renowned
physicist and Nobel Prize winner had fled Germany
in the 1930s and settled in the United States. Hungarian refugees Leo
Szilárd, Eugene Wigner and Edward Teller composed a letter to the US
President, Franklin D Roosevelt, which Szilárd persuaded Einstein to sign on
the 2nd August 1939. The letter explained to the President the possibility of
Germany developing an atomic bomb before the USA, and urged FDR to
consider the creation of an atomic weapons research programme.
Roosevelt decided that the letter required action, and authorized the creation
of the Advisory Committee on Uranium, which eventually resulted in the
‘Manhattan Project’ and the development of the first atomic bombs.
The Committee was chaired by Lyman Briggs, Director of the Bureau of
Standards, from the Army Lieutenant Colonel Adamson and Navy
Commander Gilbert Hoover, met for the first time on 21st October and was
attended by the three Hungarian scientists. Adamson was sceptical about the
project but was willing to authorize $6,000 ($100,000 in current USD) for
the purchase of uranium and graphite to Szilárd and Fermi’s research at the
University of Chicago. It was not until January 1942 that Roosevelt
authorized a full-scale development effort, and on 28th December the
President authorized the formation of the Manhattan Project when the work
of fission research was taken over by the US Army Corps of Engineers
Manhattan District. This was to combine the various international research
efforts and facilities were set up in remote locations in the states of New
Mexico, Tennessee and Washington.
Scientists working under Julius Oppenheimer, who headed the Los Alamos
Laboratory, developed two distinct types of bombs: a uranium-based design
called “the little boy” and a plutonium-based weapon called “the Fat Man.”
After the Second World War ended Oppenheimer would lobby for
international control of nuclear power to avert nuclear proliferation and a
nuclear arms race.
On 16th July 1945 near Alamogordo, New
Mexico, the first atomic bomb was successfully
detonated; it was named the ‘Trinity Test’ and
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created an enormous mushroom cloud about 40,000 feet high.
The military leaders of the Manhattan project identified Hiroshima, Japan, as
an ideal target, giv n its size and the fact that there were no American
prisoners of war in the area; a forceful demonstration of the technology
developed in New Mexico was deemed necessary to encourage Japan to
surrender.
With no surrender agreement in place, on 6th August 1945, the Enola Gay
bomber plane dropped the as-yet untested “Little Boy” bomb some 1,900
feet above Hiroshima, causing unprecedented destruction and death over an
area of five square miles. Three days later, with still no surrender declared,
on 9th August, the “Fat Boy” bomb was dropped over Nagasaki, site of a
torpedo-building plant, destroying more than three square miles of the city.
The two bombs combined killed more than 100,000 people and levelled the
two Japanese cities to the ground. Japan informed US President, Harry
Trueman, of their intention to surrender on 10th August, and formally
surrendered on 14th August 1945.
This was not the end of the Manhattan project however; it was ultimately in
1964 that then-President, Lyndon B Johnson put an end to the US
government’s effective monopoly over nuclear energy by allowing for
private ownership over nuclear materials. The nuclear fisson technology
perfected by the Manhattan Project engineers has since
become the basis for the development of nuclear reactors,
for power generators, as well as other innovations,
including medical imaging systems, such as MRI
machines, and radiation therapies for various forms of
cancer.
Einstein himself did not work on the Manhattan Project; the Army denying
him the necessary work clearance in July 1940, saying his pacifist leanings
and celebrity status made him a security risk. He knew nothing of the atomic
bombs’ development and no influence on the decision for the bomb to be
dropped. In 1947 Einstein told Newsweek magazine that “had I known that
the Germans would not succeed in developing an atomic bomb, I would have
done nothing.”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Also 80 years ago, on 31st August 1939 Adolf Hitler signed an order to
attack Poland; German troops invaded following day, and WW2 began.
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