WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

PARISH SERVICES

WOMENS INSTITUTE:

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre
Secretary: Mrs Joyce Howard

Tel:656389

SUNDAY SERVICES:
8:00am Holy Communion on 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays
11.00am Parish Communion weekly
6:30pm Holy Communion According to the Book of
Common Prayer on 1st Sunday
6:30pm Evensong on the 3rd Sunday

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:

Joint - Chairman: Paul Jones
Andy Cawthray
Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis

Tel:679542
Tel:657178
Tel:662500

4:00pm Messy Church on the 2nd Sunday
(No Service in August)

BELL RINGING:

Details from Brian Rothera

Tel:657778

BROWNIES, GUIDES:

WEEKDAYS: 9:30am Holy Communion - Thursday
5:30pm Choir Practice
- Friday

6pm- 7.15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre.
Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere
Tel:624390

RECTOR:

Reverend Sarah Burton
e.mail: sarahburton7@gmail.com

BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:

Tel:238658

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen)
The Manse, St Martins Road, Gobowen
Tel:658016
e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com

CHURCHWARDENS:

Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington

Tel:670940

WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:

Mrs G Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com

Tel:662236

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington
Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington

Tel:656389
Tel:659562

ORGANIST: Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall

Tel:662116

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions
Leaders: Dawn and Mandy
Meet in the Community Centre 9am – 3pm

Tel:670127

SENIOR CITIZENS:

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning
All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall
Secretary: Mrs Gillian Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington

Tel:662236

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE:

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White
Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm. This will now be the
only stop in the village.

MAGAZINE:
Editor:
Miss A Ward, 4 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington Tel:672838
eaw4@btinternet.com
Distribution:

Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road

Tel:659385

WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL

CHURCH WEBSITE ADDRESS:
www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk
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Headteacher:

Mr Sean Sibley
e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk

Tel:662269
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WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY:

December 2015
‘Show someone they’re loved this Christmas’

Mr Andy Cawthray, e.mail: andy_ian@hotmail.com
CRICKET SECRETARY/BOOKING SECRETARY:

Several weeks have passed since this year’s first Christmas
adverts appeared on our television screens. It’s not
surprising that a festival involving gift-giving and special
foods results in a flurry of advertising, as businesses
compete for our cash - there is a lot of money involved.
Last year the UK saw a 2.2% increase in Christmas sales and this increase
alone amounted to £1.6 billion. It is good to celebrate with family and friends
and giving gifts and sharing meals are an important part of this but the
bombardment of advertising can make it difficult to maintain a sense of
perspective and focus on what is really important at Christmas. The pressure
to give the right gifts and provide the best food can be stressful and can draw
us into spending more than we can afford.

Mr Brian Whitley, email: brianwhitley2005@yahoo.co.uk

Recently I’ve been noticing the values reflected in Christmas adverts. Some
are blatant consumerism: our lives will be better if we purchase particular
clothes, perfumes or technology or indulge in the finest food and drink.
Others, however, draw on values that have always been an important part of
the Christmas message: family, friendship, sharing, generosity, compassion.
They’re still designed to encourage us to spend in particular stores – that is,
after all, their job – but at least they offer us something more than selfindulgence. One store in particular prides itself on including a Christmas
message in its advertising. This year they tell the story of a girl looking
through her telescope and seeing ‘the man in the moon’ all alone. We follow
her efforts as she tries to make contact with him. Eventually she manages to
send him a telescope, which allows him to see the Christmas celebrations
below him on Earth and most importantly to see the girl as she waves to him.
I have to say I felt a little sorry for the ‘man in the moon’ who is now able to
see all the fun others are having while remaining isolated on the moon! however the intended message of the advert certainly gets to the heart of
Christmas: ‘Show someone they’re loved this Christmas’.

WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

THE BOWLING SECRETARY:

Mrs Jacqui Whitley
e.mail: jacquiwhitley@yahoo.com

Tel:830901

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY:

Mrs Kath Griffiths

Tel:662116

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON
AND WEST FELTON

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG
e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk
Tel:650488
Mrs A. S. Cowley, “Pear Tree” Cottage, Treflach Oswestry
(Clerk to the Council) – Held the fourth Tuesday in the month
ascowley.whitpc@sky.com
http://www.2shrop.net/whitpc

Tel:659496

SHROPSHIRE YOUTH SERVICE

Rural Mobile visits the village on Tuesday 6:15pm – 8:00pm
Bus parks opposite the “Premier” Shop, Whittington.
Open to young people between the ages of 13 – 20 yrs.
Contact: Wendy Stockton, Shropshire Council Youth Worker.

Tel:654175

BAPTISM SECRETARY

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk

Tel:681036

WEDDING SECRETARY

Mrs Ann Jones, Springfield, Station Road, Whittington
2

Tel:657178

Tel:662356
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haven. Puerto Limon is a bit rundown, but it receives regular cruise
passengers and acts as a doorway into the stunning coastal areas and pristine
rainforests of the area; Puerto Viejo de
Talamanca is a more popular tourist
destination. The Cahuita National Park
protects the sole coral reef found on this
coastline and has over 500 species of
fish and is a treat for divers and
snokelers alike. In addition there are
two sunken ships to explore. While the
land area of Cahuita National Park is
small, it has stunning beaches and is
good for both land and water activities making it one of the most visited
parks on the Caribbean coast. A well-defined trail runs through the coastal
rainforest and howler monkeys and sloths are among the wildlife attractions.
The area is also great for bird watching and if you are lucky you may see the
electric blue butterflies found in the jungle. The hike to the beach is flat and
the path is easy to follow and winds through wonderful jungle scenery. Be
sure to take some water and snacks for the walk and try to set out fairly early
because it becomes more difficult to see animals later in the day. There have
been some reports of robbery in the park so be aware and try to stay in
groups.

On the first Christmas, God demonstrated his overwhelming love for all
people by coming amongst us as a tiny and vulnerable baby. In Jesus, God
gives himself to us. He enters into our everyday lives and shares in all the
joys and struggles that human life can bring. Christmas is an invitation to us
to discover this generous love for ourselves and to share it with others. I hope
that your Christmas will be filled with love: the love of family and friends
and the love of God, made known in Jesus Christ.

Love from

Sarah

WE WISH ALL OUR READERS OF
“THE RIPPLE”
A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS
AND
A HEALTHY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR
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DIARY
1

9:30am

Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

3:00pm

Whittington Senior Citizens’ Christmas Tea in the
Senior Citizens’ Hall; further details on pages 10-12

2

7:30pm

Christmas Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens’ Hall
with refreshments - £1.50

3

9:30am

Holy Communion

10:00-11:15am Coffee and Bible Study; further details on page 10
5

6

7
4

8:00am

The December Prayer Breakfast to support Ben Mayho,
the Schools Christian Project Worker, will be held at
Hope Church, Cabin Lane, Oswestry; if you would like
to attend please telephone Lynn on 01691 659385 by
Wednesday 2nd December

7:00pm

Rhos Orpheus Male Voice Choir sing “Christmas
Music,” also featuring Whittington School Choir in
the Parish Church; further details on page 9

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
11:00am

Parish Communion

6:30pm

Holy Communion according to the Book of Common
Prayer
Women Institutes’ Group Carol Service at
Whittington Parish Church

7:00pm

Monteverde’s cloud forest is one of the most famous ecotourism areas in
Central America. It is called a cloud forest rather than a rain forest because
of the altitude. At an elevation of between 3,840 – 5,120feet the clouds go
through the forest creating a misty and often dripping, mystical habitat
supporting a rich biodiversity of flora and fauna. It has been acclaimed as
one of the most outstanding wildlife refuges in the New World Tropics.
Because of the fragile environment there are restrictions on the number of
visitors allowed into the reserve at any one time. The canopy is alive with
over 400 species of birds, including the resplendent quetzal most easily seen
during the March/April nesting season, as well as thousands of insect species
and plants. In the shadows below are over 100 species of mammals,
including five species of cats, although a glimpse of a jaguar is a very rare
thing. The Sky Walk is a well-thought-out combination of suspension
bridges and walking trails
through the Monteverde rainforest. These bridges span
canyons and drainages, and
bring visitors face to face with
the upper level of the forest
canopy. Various companies
also offer visitors a unique
and exhilarating way of
viewing the cloud forest - a
canopy adventure with a system of platforms connected by zip lines and
suspension bridges criss-crossing the top of the forest, providing a vantage
point from in and above the canopy. There is also the more sedate option of a
ski lift traversing the treetops.
The Pacific coast is well developed for
tourism and is scattered with picturesque
villages and great beaches. Jacó is a beach
resort town perfect for surfing, sunning
and partying in the midst of this
wonderful coastline. Puntarenas, the
largest town in the region, a popular stop for cruises and is also a good base
for exploring the area.
The Caribbean coast of Costa Rica is becoming increasingly popular; it has a
more relaxed atmosphere and is less developed for tourism, but it is a beach
37

TRAVELLER’S TALES

7

LAST DAY for magazine material for the January edition of the
“Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, 4 Rosehill
Avenue, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com
Contributors please note that as always the
January edition deadline is earlier than the norm

8

9:30am

Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

9

12:00noon

Whittington Senior Citizens’ Christmas Lunch at
Henlle Golf Club; further details on pages 10-12

10

9:30am

Holy Communion

COSTA RICA
When it comes to natural wonders there is very little that Costa Rica doesn’t
offer visitors. The country is considered to possess the highest density of
biodiversity of any country worldwide and its wildlife is a big draw for
visitors. Twenty-five percent of the country is taken up by seventy-five
national parks and these along with numerous
animal refuges allow tourists to witness
creatures like sloths and various monkeys in
their natural habitat, as well as marvel over
the brightly coloured frogs, snakes and butterflies of the country. Thousands of people
flock to Tortuguero National Park on
the Caribbean coastline every year to
watch green sea turtles hatch and set
out for the ocean. In fact the natural
splendours on offer eclipse those
found in the architecturally beautiful
colonial areas of the capital San Jose
or the picturesque villages and lively
coastal towns.
Costa Rica has a tropical climate which means that its seasons are not
distinct and there is little variation in temperature throughout the year; the
peak tourist season is between November and April, but it is a popular yearround destination.
The northwest region of Costa Rica is famous for two particularly
spectacular national parks; the Arenal Volcano National Park is situated in
wat is known as “the Energetic Heart of Costa Rica”, and at its centre is the
5,356 foot Volcán Arenal, a typically cone-shaped volcano which is highly
active with some huge eruptions, the degree of activity is unpredictable
ranging from rumbling and ground shaking to a smouldering hot glow best
visible at night. It is not possible to stay in the park overnight but Fortuna,
nearby, offers a comfortable tourist base. You don't need a guide to enter the
park and hike in the area but you must have a guide to visit at night. And
secondly the world renowned Monteverde Cloud Forest Biological Reserve’s
36

10:00-11:15am Coffee and Bible Study; further details on page 10

11

1:30pm

Whittington Church of England School – Reception
and Years 1 – 3 perform Christmas Sketches in
church; all are welcome

7:00pm

Whittington Women’s Institute meets in the
Community Centre; Speaker: Jenny O’Leary,
Topic: Tie Dye Hankies

1:30pm

Whittington Church of England School Years 4 – 6
perform Christmas Sketches in church; other years
watching; all are welcome

5:00pm onwards The Friends of Whittington Church of England
School hold their “Christmas Cracker” event in the
school – everyone is welcome to come along
12

10:30am

13

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8:00am
11:00am

Rehearsal for Christmas Nativity service in church

Holy Communion
A special service including children’s Nativity Play
– the service will last no more than 40 minutes – a
warm welcome is extended to all
5

15

9:30am

Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

16

5:30pm for 6:00pm start – Annual Community Carol Service at Ye Olde
Boot Inn; further details on page 12

17

9:30pm

Holy Communion

10:00am-12:00noon Coffee Morning in church; further details on page 26
18

3:00pm

Whittington Senior Citizens’ Afternoon Tea at the
Castle; further details on pages 10-12

10:00am-6:00pm “Christmas Jumper Day” in aid of Save the Children at
the home of Barbara Molesworth, Garden Croft, Daisy
Lane; further details on page 14
Whittington Church of England School breaks for the
Christmas holiday
20

22

24

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
11:00am
6:30pm

Parish Communion
Carol Service with Readings and Carols

9:30am

Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel

7:30pm

Parish Council meets in the Senior Citizens’ Hall

CHRISTMAS EVE
4:00pm

11:30pm

6

The Christingle Service – a great start to the family
Celebrations
A Celebration of the Birth of Christ, the first
Communion of Christmas

Footway Lighting: To receive details of any lights out of order and action
taken on faults located on a recent night patrol undertaken by our contractor.
Due to the number of phone calls received by the Clerk of the Council the
contractor had been approached regarding street light outages and asked that
a night patrol be undertaken to gauge the problems. This was undertaken
and eleven lights were found not to be working. These were all sorted out the
following day except light No. 110 in Station Road as they could not get to it
with the Cherry Picker due to a car being parked there all day; this would be
repaired as soon as possible. The Clerk advised that when the report of the
lights repaired arrives they will be checked with the list of lights not working
that have been received. The Council were advised that there was an ongoing
issue with a light in Weston Avenue.
Whittington Cemetery: There are plans to extend the footpath into the new
piece of land available for burials.
Garden of Remembrance: It was commented that the contractors P&W had
done a really good job in the Garden.
Areas of concern: It was commented that Shropnet is being discontinued;
this is the server the Council uses.
Date and time of the next meeting: The next Parish Council meeting is on
Tuesday 24th November 2015, commencing at 7:30pm, in the Senior
Citizens’ Hall.
Paul Thompson-Lawrence
(This article is a brief outline of the main discussion points for the WPC
meeting and does not represent a formal record. For an official copy of the
minutes please contact the Parish Clerk or look on the Parish Website
www.shrop.net/WhitPC)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Rudolph the Red
There was once a great Czar in Russia named Rudolph the Red. He stood
looking out the windows of his palace one day while his wife, the Czarina
Katerina, sat nearby knitting. He turned to her and said, "Look my dear, it
has begun to rain!" Without even looking up from her knitting she replied,
"It's too cold to rain. It must be sleeting." The Czar shook his head and said,
"I am the Czar of all the Russias, and Rudolph the Red knows rain, dear!”
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Christmas Carol Service: This was discussed and the Carol Service is to be
held in the car park of the Boote Inn on the 16th December commencing at
6:00pm, depending on the weather.
Whittington Parish Plan Steering Group: The latest meeting was held on
20th October when a report was given on the Volunteer Day held on 10th
October; the details are as follows:Whilst the event was supported very well by the parish organisations the
attendance of potential volunteers was disappointingly poor. This may have
been caused by the event being on a Saturday morning but this was not given
as a reason by the volunteers in their apologies. The event was, however,
successful in that it brought many of the parish organisations together; with
discussions on how the organisations could work better together proving
very productive. Ideas of a community notice board, both physical and web
based, were offered as suggestions of how communications could be
improved and the profile of activities being offered by the organisations
could be raised. The creation of a joint community organisation “Whittington
Together” was suggested, whose initial aim will be to work together from
January to organise a community event in summer. The next steps are:
1) To communicate with the potential volunteers and to provide them with a
list of contacts and known volunteer opportunities.
2) Work with Andy Cawthray and the organisations to establish a community
website linked to the Parish Council web site.
The Committee looked at copies of other Parish Plans with regard to the
layout and possible content of our own; and update was given from Corrie
Davies (Shropshire Council) on the next steps towards issuing the plan.
The next meeting will be on the 17th November
IT equipment for Council use: To receive a quotation from Micro Plus for
a lap top for future use, with an image projection system (part funded by the
Local Joint Committee Grant awarded Min 82/14 refers). The Council
discussed the needs of the Clerk and decided that a new laptop should be
purchased in preparation of the phasing out of planning details being
received on paper.
Shropshire Association of Local Councils AGM: To confirm attendance at
the AGM on Saturday 31st October 2015 at Shirehall, Shrewsbury
34
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CHRISTMAS DAY
8:00am
10:00am

27

Holy Communion
Parish Communion with Carols

NAMING AND CIRCUMCISION OF CHRIST
11:00am

Parish Communion
ADVANCE NOTICE

JANUARY 2016
17

4:30pm

Plough Sunday Service with the Blessing of the
Plough; Preacher: The Right Reverend Mark
Rylands, Bishop of Shrewsbury

6:00pm

Plough Sunday Supper at the Rugby Club; further
details on page 29
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Extracts from the Parish Registers for
the month of October 2015
HOLY MATRIMONY
We send our Best Wishes to:10th October 2015

Marc Anthony Derbyshire
and Hayley Jane Bladen
both of Babbinswood

Communicants for the month……..175
Attendance for the month………….262
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD - SHOEBOX APPEAL
Thank you to everyone who contributed a shoe box
or a donation to this year’s appeal. In all, twenty
eight boxes have been sent off for distribution to
needy children. Thanks for helping to give them a
happy Christmas!
Kath Griffiths
7

THANK YOU
Our sincere thanks to Ruth Haile for taking on
the unwanted task of organising the Harvest Lunch;
she did an admirable job thanks to the help of
Rachel Wigley (a hard act to follow); also our
sincere thanks also to all the ladies who provided the usual mouth-watering
salads and sweets. £507 was raised for church funds and a further £140 from
the raffle will find its way to the Air Ambulance Appeal. A wonderful meal
enjoyed by all.
We would also like to thank Steve Pickles for laying the
wreath on behalf of all the residents of the village at the
Remembrance Sunday service.
The Churchwardens

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
From Sunday 29th November a basket will
be seen at the rear of the church for
donations towards flowers for decorating
the church during the Christmas Season.
Please give generously in order for us to have a colourful display which
needs to last at least four weekends. Perhaps you would like to give in
memory of a loved one, or to mark a special anniversary.
Sarah
Santa’s sleigh
I remember when Father Christmas nervously went for his sleigh-driving test.
He came rushing back in a thunder of reindeer, and pulled up in front of the toy
factory. 'Have you passed?' I asked.
Father Christmas pointed to the front of the sleigh. 'See for yourself!' he called
proudly. 'No-el plates!'

8

Theft: 1 incident of the theft of a marquee in Park Hall
One Councillor had knowledge that the Community Support Officers were
receiving Training on Radar Guns which will be used on the three roads into
Whittington as a preventative strategy.
Your team & Contact numbers:
Local Police Officer – PC 3718 Kate Le’Clere – 07792 774 024
Police community Support Officers:
PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes - 07792 774 047; PCSO 60218 Cara Fairly
Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and partners to identify,
tackle and solve issues that matter to the community where you live. Thanks
to an investment in mobile tablet style computers, these will enable officers
to spend more time on patrol, on the street and in neighbourhoods. Officers
will continue to come to people when they need them and provide a high
quality service however you can contact us - in person (on the street, at
community bases and at partners and communities together [PACT]
meetings), on the phone or online.
PLANNING: 15/03730/REM - Approval of reserved matters pursuant to
13/04606/OUT – erection of one dormer bungalow with linked garage;
vehicular access, parking and turning areas – Proposed dwelling adjacent to
the Cemetery in Daisy Lane. This application was presented to the Council
by the Proposer and received positive feedback from Councillors present.
15/03904PRCPA- Peverall Cottage, Castle Street – Change of Use from
Shop(A1) to Café (A2) (this has now been withdrawn)
15/03975/FUL – Construction of a solar farm to include solar panel arrays,
substation inverters, a primary substation and perimeter stock fencing –
Proposed Solar Farm at Rhosygadfa, Gobowen
15/04079/COU – Change of use from A1 (Retail) to Sui Generis (Dog
Grooming) – Peveril Cottage, Castle Street.
15/04115/OUT –Outline application for the erection of two dwellings –
Proposed residential development, Brookside, Babbinswood
Notification of an appeal lodged: 14//03509/OUT – Proposed residential
development – Glebe Meadows – Whittington
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Whittington Parish Council News,
Meeting held on 27th October 2015

There were eight Parish Councillors, the Clerk and six members of the public
at the meeting.
Public Participation: A planning proposal was presented to the Councillors
by two representatives involved in this application. 15/04115/OUT
(validated: 22/09/2015) Address: Proposed Residential Development,
Brookside, Babbinswood, Whittington, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY11 4PQ
Proposal: Outline application (all matters reserved) for the erection of two
dwellings.

THE RHOS ORPHEUS MALE
VOICE CHOIR PERFORM
“CHRISTMAS MUSIC”
on

SATURDAY 5th
DECEMBER
Prayer breakfast
at Hope Church, Oswestry
at

The Councillors responded with their observations.
Matters Arising from the Minutes: In relation to the LOCALISM ACT
2011 AND ASSET OF COMMUNITY VALUE REGULATIONS
[ENGLAND] 2012: The Council had previously discussed the nomination of
The White Lion, Whittington, for status as an asset of Community Value.
The Clerk informed the Councillors that this had now been agreed.
Community Police Incident report for September 2015: No Police Officer
was available but the report was forwarded for discussion. The items relevant
to Whittington were as follows:
Burglary (Non Dwelling): 1 incident of a farm out-building being broken
into near to a farm in Hindford.
Assault: 1 incident in Park Hall
Burglary (Dwelling):1incident in Top Street of person/s having gained entry
through an insecure rear door and taken a wallet
Criminal Damage: 2 incidents – Damage to a motor vehicle in Park Hall;
and damage to a care home in Station Road by residents
Vehicle Crime (Theft of/from vehicle): 1incident of attempted theft of
tractor and trailer in Whittington
32

7:00pm
in

WHITTINGTON
PARISH CHURCH
TOGETHER WITH

WHITTINGTON SCHOOL CHOIR
Tickets: Adults £8; Children £5
Special Family Ticket £20
(For 2 Adults and up to 3 Children)
Available from: Gill Roberts – 01691 662236
Refreshments follow the concert

Concert in aid of Church Funds
9

Thursday Mornings in Whittington Church
Worship, Friendship, Learning
9:30am Holy Communion,
10:00-11:15am Coffee and Bible Study
Prayer, Bible study and Christian fellowship are all helpful ways of learning
more about the Christian faith. You are welcome to join in with any of the
different Thursday morning activities.
In December we continue the Bible study looking at
Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians:
3 December- 2 Corinthians 8:1-9:15 God Loves a Cheerful
Giver
10 December-2 Corinthians 10: Boasting in the Lord
17 December Coffee Morning
WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers
The last entry for 2015 – where has this year gone?; The committee wish all
our members and “Ripple” readers a very happy and peaceful Christmas and
hope everyone has a healthy New Year.
We do not hold a lunch at The White Lion in December as the fourth
Tuesday falls close to Christmas Day. The next one will be Tuesday 26 th
January 2016. I need to inform people who attend these lunches that the cost
of the meal is now £7.50. We were informed at the October lunch that due to
the “Working Wage” being increased it was necessary to increase the cost of
the meal, but did not have this information for last month’s magazine. We
do hope that this increase will not prevent any of you continuing enjoying a
very tasty meal and a very sociable gathering. Please let Val Hayward know
if you do not wish to be included in this event, her number is 01691 662434.
The Christmas raffle will be drawn at the tea on December 1st and the
winners’ names will be included in the January issue; we just wish to thank
everyone that donated items for the raffle.
On November 10th sixteen club members enjoyed a lovely roast beef lunch
10

Answers to November’s Quiz
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.

Beatrice and Evangeline
Rome
Bellamy family
Annette Crosby
Ross Poldark
The Pallisers
Onedine Line
Lillie Langtry
Claudius
Forsyte Saga
India
English Civil War
A teddy
Doctor
Glenda Jackson
North and South
Cook
Timothy Dalton
Julia Sawalha
Angus
Charles, Diana and Camilla
Joely Richardson
Felicity Kendal
Mr Darcy
Upstairs, Downstairs
The suffragettes
The Borgias

Christmas - The story of mince pies
Did you know that mince pies have
been traditional English Christmas fare
since the Middle Ages, when meat was
a key ingredient? The addition of
spices, suet and alcohol to meat came
about because it was an alternative to
salting and smoking in order to
preserve the food. Mince pies used to
be a different shape - cradle-shaped
with a pastry baby Jesus on top.

Christmas - Mistletoe’s smelly
history
Did you know that the word ‘mistletoe’
means dung on a tree? The Anglosaxons thought that mistletoe grew in
trees where birds had left their
droppings. Mistel means dung, and tan
means twig.

WHITTINGTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
VACANCY FOR
CARETAKER/CLEANER
FLEXIBLE HOURS
CONTACT 662417 or 662116
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December’s Quiz – Celebs: Jet Setters
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30

Which Oscar-winning actress adopted children Maddox and Zahara?
Which Welsh singer’s name was linked with rugby’s Gavin Henson?
Which rock star became dad to Alistair at the age of 60 in 2005?
Which French actor announced his retirement in 2005?
What is the first name of the crown prince of Spain?
Before their resignations in 1996 who did Patrick Jephson and Steve
Davies work for?
What were George Best’s two wives called?
Which “Baywatch” star married Tommy Lee?
What were the two married names of the late Jacqueline Bouvier?
Whom did actress Jennifer Garner marry in 2005?
At the start of his career, which footballer’s name was linked to
Coleen McLoughlin?
What nickname was given to the group of artists which included
Dean Martin, Frank Sinatra and Peter Lawford?
Which superstar and former playboy is Annette Bening married to?
Which one-time Hollywood pair have a daughter called Dakota?
Which actress is the wife of Simon MacCorkindale?
Which heiress to a hotel chain appeared in the TV series “The
Simple Life”?
Who got engaged to Jude Law on Christmas Day 2004?
Who was Athina Roussel’s multi-millionairess mother?
What is the first name of Michael Caine’s wife?
From which US state does Jerry Hall come?
Who was Mrs Larry Fortensky until early 1996?
Who is Lady Helen Taylor’s mother?
Who was widowed in 1990 when her husband’s boat went out of
control?
Who was married to and also separated from country singer Kenny
Chesney in 2005?
Which southern French resort holds a yearly film festival?
Which film star is Mrs Carlo Ponti?
Which singer made a documentary called “I Want to Tell You a
Secret”?
Which supermodel married British film producer Matthew Vaughn?
Which husband of Sarah Jessica Parker appeared in the 2005 movie
version of “The Producers”?

accompanied by cauliflower, broccoli, carrots, and both roast and mashed
potato along with Yorkshire puddings. This was followed by fruit crumble
and custard; many thanks to Mrs Jones, the cook at the school, and Mr Sibley
the delivery boy. Unfortunately, several of the regulars were not able to join
us due to health problems; but it was a lovely surprise when Mr Philip
Morris was able to join us; our thanks to Rita for picking him up and
bringing him along. Philip has been in hospital for several weeks and been
out of circulation – he had a lot of catching up to do!! Great to see you back
with us Phil.
The Coffee Morning was held on Friday 27th November – there seem to be a
great number of coffee mornings organised around this time! The Christmas
Lunch is on WEDNESDAY 9th December at Henlle Golf Club, Gobowen;
please contact Val Hayward as soon as possible if you wish to come as
numbers are required. The cost of the lunch is £15 for members and £22.50
for non-members; and once again, Mike Owen of Owens’ Travelmaster is
donating the use of one of his coaches. The coach will start picking up at
Rosehill at 11:30am and then call at the Hall and the Three Trees – (perhaps
I can be picked up by the church if anyone else would care to join me); lunch
is booked for 12:30pm
.
On Thursday 17th December we will be holding the annual Christmas Coffee
Morning for members; this will start at 10:30am and mince pies will be
served along with the coffee.
On Friday 18th December we are holding a Christmas Tea at the Castle.
Please contact me on 662236 if you would like to join us; the cost will be
£5.50 per person and tea will start at 3:00pm; I do require numbers please.
During the months from November to March there will no Thursday
morning coffee sessions; they will re-start when British Summer Time
commences - let’s hope we have a summer in 2016.
Dates for your Diary:
Tuesday 1st December
Wednesday 2nd

3:00pm Christmas Tea - £5, the
Orthopaedic Choir will sing some carols
for us.
7:30pm Christmas Whist – £1.50 with
light refreshments
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Wednesday 9th
Friday 18th

Christmas Lunch at Henlle Golf Club
3:00pm Afternoon Tea at the Castle

- to increase awareness of the widespread and evil use of torture
- to campaign for its total abolition
- to be a powerhouse of Prayer

Weekly:
Every Monday
Every Thursday

2:00pm Afternoon Whist session – all welcome
1:30 – 3:15pm Line dancing - £3.50

Our Work
- to obtain information on specific examples of torture world wide
- to write letters to governments in countries where torture is practised
calling for its abolition
- to support the victims of torture and ill treatment
- to pray for the tortured and the torturers
- to keep abreast of legislation relating to torture

Please note that there will not be a Monthly Whist Drive in January
Gillian Roberts
01691 662236

ANNUAL COMMUNITY CAROL SERVICE
WED 16th DECEMBER

at Ye Olde Boot Inn

We are a small group in Oswestry, meeting in alternate months at the
Friends’ Meeting House in Oak Street. If you wish to help the helpless, join
us! – email: uk.acat@gmail or call me on 01691 239619.
Janet Norwood

PLOUGH SUNDAY SUPPER

Gathering from 5:30pm
for a complimentary hot drink and mince pie
Carol Singing will commence at 6:00pm accompanied
by music and the School Choir
For the youngsters a “Special Visitor”
Additional car parking
available at the Castle
All are welcome, bring your best singing voices and a
torch and join in the fun of the Christmas Celebration
Dad at Christmas
Steve: What's your father getting for Christmas?
Dave: Overweight...
12

SUNDAY 17th JANUARY
6:00pm
THE RUGBY CLUB, PARK HALL
ADULTS £12.50, CHILDREN £5
TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM
MARK JONES – 01691 657547
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The carol tells the poignant story of a young king and his page braving harsh
winter weather in order to bring food, wine and fuel to a poor peasant on the
Feast of St Stephen (26th December). The journey is terrible, and the page
only gets through by following in the king’s footprints, step by step, through
deep snow. There are themes here of following Christ, through suffering, to
do good to the poor. If the story is ancient, so is the melody that Neale chose
for his carol – it goes back to Finland in 1582.
Good King Wenceslas… today, a millennium after his brutal murder, he is
still remembered in Prague, where a statue of him stands tall in the middle of
Wenceslas Square. His goodness is not forgotten.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Let’s play Four-year-old to her two-year-old sister: “Let’s play Christmas. I’ll be Santa
Claus and you can be a present and I’ll give you away.”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
acat (uk)
What is acat? – not a soft furry thing!!

ACTION BY CHRISTIANS AGAINST TORTURE

A CHRISTMAS POEM
I have a list of folks I know, all written in a book,
And every year at Christmas time I go and take a look.
And that is when I realise that these names are a part,
Not of the book they’re written in but of my very heart.
For each name stands for someone who’s path touched mine and then,
Left such a print of friendship that I want to touch again.
And while it sounds fantastic for me to make this claim,
I really feel I am composed of each remembered name.
So never think my Christmas cards are just mere routine.
Of names upon a Christmas list, forgotten in-between.
For when I send a Christmas card that is addressed to you,
It’s because you’re on that list of folks I’m indebted to.
And every year when Christmas comes I realize anew,
The biggest gift that life can give is meeting folks like YOU.
And may the spirit of Christmas that forever and ever endures,
Leaves its richest blessings in the hearts of you and yours.
sent by DOUG PEARSON
(whom some may remember)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Schools Christian Workers Project November Update

acat (uk) was formed in 1984 by the then British Council of
Churches, with the active support of Amnesty International and
Society of Friends. acat (uk) is affiliated to the International Federation of
Action by Christians for the Abolition of Torture (FICAT) in Paris, and is a
Body in Association with Churches Together in Britain and Ireland (CTBI).
acat (uk)’s aim is to work, as Christians, for the abolition of torture
worldwide. We seek to increase awareness in the Churches and among
Christians of the widespread and evil use of torture and the need, for reasons
of Christian faith, to campaign for its abolition.

We have had a great first half term, where Jonny was able to learn the ropes
and build relationships with many schools to the point where he is now
working solo. This has freed Ben up to take on new opportunities, and we're
grateful for openings like the bushcraft sessions in Selattyn Church of
England School, as well as bookings for the same in St Martins and the
Marches Schools.

Torture is totally banned in international law under ALL circumstances,
including war, civil war, internal conflict and terrorist attack (Article 2 of the
UN Convention Against Torture). There is no opt out but people still think
that torture can be used in special circumstances - witness what happened
after 9/11 when some argued that its use could be justified then.

It has also allowed time for more mentoring work and, this last week Ben has
started some group work in St Martins School and, for the first time, in
Lakelands Academy. It has also led to an agreement for more pastoral work
in the Marches on a Thursday morning, which is already proving to be a
benefit to the school and a bit of a lifeline to students.

Our Aims
- to work as Christians, for the abolition of torture worldwide
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Please pray that we will be able to dovetail well with all the bookings, and
that we will be able to present a 'united front' as opposed to being two
13

separate Schools Christian Workers. Please pray for meetings this week with
Criftins Church of England School, where we are looking to help plan some
'journey days' in which they will be learning about the Christian faith, and for
a ‘Worship Workshop’ with Whittington Church of England School.
Thank you so much for prayerfully partnering with us in this work.
God bless, Jonny and Ben

SAVE THE CHILDREN
CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY
You are warmly invited to a

‘Please Wear a Jumper’ Day
at Garden Croft, Daisy Lane,
Whittington

FRIDAY 18th DECEMBER
10:00am – 6:00pm
Bring and Buy; Raffle
Refreshments – Christmas Biscuits and
Tea or Coffee
Donations and all proceeds to the work of:

SAVE THE CHIDLREN
Contact: B. Molesworth – 01691 650711
14

The story behind the hymn: Good King Wencelas
Each year at Christmas we sing about good King Wenceslas looking on the
Feast of Stephen… but who was he? Here are three of the five verses…
Good King Wenceslas looked on the Feast of Stephen
When the snow lay round about, deep and crisp and even.
Brightly shone the moon that night, tho’ the frost was cruel
When the poor man came sight, gathering winter fuel…
Bring me flesh and bring me wine; bring me pine logs hither;
Thou and I will see him dine when we bear them thither.
Page and monarch forth they went, forth they went together,
Through the rude winds’ wild lament, and the bitter weather…
In his master’s step he trod where the snow lay dinted;
Heat was in the very sod which the saint had printed.
Therefore Christian men, be sure wealth of rank possessing,
Ye who now will bless the poor, shall yourself find blessing.
This carol was 900 years in the making… and started with a brutal murder in
Bohemia. Wenceslas was a real person, the Duke of Bohemia, who lived in
the early tenth century; and he seems to have been a rare ruler, in that he was
just and had compassion for the poor. His goodness made him enemies, and
when he was only twenty-two he was assassinated on the steps of a church in
Prague in 935. But that was not the end of Wenceslas; deeply mourned by
the common people he was soon considered a martyr and a saint. A cult of
Wenceslas grew up in Bohemia, influencing the High Middle Ages idea of
the rex Justus – or ‘righteous king’ - that is, a monarch whose power stems
mainly from his great piety.
The story of Wenceslas came to England sometime before 1853, when
Queen Victoria’s envoy to Stockholm sent some rare books to a friend, John
Mason Neale, Warden of Sackville College, East Grinstead. Here Neale
found the story of Wenceslas in an ancient poem by Czech poet Václav Alois
Svoboda. Neale published his translation as a carol in 1853. He made the
‘Duke’ into a ‘King’, as a later Pope had conferred the regal title on
Wenceslas.
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CHILDREN’S PAGE

COFFEE & ComPany

HOLLY

Come & Enjoy
a
Cup of Tea or Coffee
and a chat for an
hour or so
in

Whittington Church
Thursday 17th December
10:00am – 12:00 noon

All are very welcome
Entrance is free
Voluntary Donations to Church
Safe driving this winter
The temperatures are dropping now, and it is a good idea to nurture your car
battery. Cold, damp weather can cause problems for it. The RAC
recommends the following to take best care of your battery:
- Before you switch off your engine at the end of a journey, turn off the
lights, wipers and heaters. This prevents any unnecessary drain on the battery
next time you start the car.
- Check that everything is switched off before your turn on the ignition.
- Avoid using the heater longer than necessary, as it puts high demands on
the vehicle’s battery.
- Check that you don’t leave interior lights, satnavs or phone chargers
connected.
- If possible park in a garage.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The only way to entertain some folks is to listen to them. - Kin Hubbard
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We sing about the “Holly and the Ivy”
and prickly green leaves and red berries
are everywhere in Christmas decorations.
In Scandinavian countries the holly is even known as the
“Christ-thorn” and it seems that the name of the holly
actually came from the word “holy”.
The holly reminds us of the death of Jesus – the sharp
prickles on the leaves are like the crown of thorns that
Jesus was forced to wear on the cross. The red berries
remind us of the drops of blood that came where the
thorns hurt his head.
Holly is an evergreen, which means that it does not lose
its leaves in the autumn, but keeps them all year round.
And because its leaves are always green it is a symbol of
eternal life.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Answers to last month’s quiz
1 St Peter’s
5 Jerusalem
8 Greek

2 Celtic
3 Papal
6 Russian Orthodox

4 St Andrew’s
7 St Anthony’s

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

What did the werewolf write on his Christmas card? –
“Best vicious of the season”
15

Vertigo!
“Glory to God in the Highest!”
Sang all the angels of light
Save only one, and that was me
The one that’s frightened of height!
“Unto you is born a baby
“Born in David’s Town this day!”
I think they’ve heard – can we go home?
The ground is a long way away!
“You’ll find him in a manger there
“To Beth’lem men! And be quick!”
OK Gabe, we’ve done our bit
I’m feeling rather sick!
They plucked their harps and sang their songs
Their haloes were aglow!
To be an angel’s not much fun
When you have vertigo!
Nigel Beeton
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Painting lesson
There was a painter called Jock, who used to cheat by thinning paint to make
it go further. For some time he got away with this; then came the day that the
local church needed painting. Jock put in a bid, and because his price was so
low, he got the job. So he set up his scaffolding, bought the paint – and
thinned it down.
A week later, as Jock was nearly finished painting the church, there was a
horrendous clap of thunder. The sky opened, the rain poured down, and the
thinned paint ran everywhere down the walls into the churchyard. Jock was
no fool. He knew this was a judgment from the Almighty, so he got on his
knees and cried: “Oh, God! Forgive me! What should I do?”
And from the thunder, a mighty voice spoke... “Repaint! Repaint! and thin
no more!”
16

WHAT COMES FIRST?
There is a nice little story of a philosophy professor. One day, in front of his
class, without a word he produced an empty glass jar. He filled the jar with
rocks, right to the top. “Is the jar full?” he asked the class, and they agreed
that it was. Next he took a pile of small pebbles and poured some of them
into the jar. He shook the jar lightly and carefully, and the pebbles sank into
the small spaces between the rocks. The students now agreed that, no, the jar
had not been full, but it was now. At this the professor produced a bag of
sand and poured it into the jar. He shook the jar until the sand settled in the
tiny crevices, and then he added some more sand. Again he asked whether
the jar was full, and the students hesitated –they had been wrong twice and
did not want to make the same mistake again. “Don’t worry,” said the
professor, “it really is full now – every tiny little space has been occupied by
the sand.”
The students wanted to know the point of the demonstration. “Simple,” said
the professor. “The contents of the jar are your life. The rocks are the
important things: family, health, anything that would be a tragedy for you if
you lost it. The pebbles are other things that matter, but on a lesser scale –
house, car, even job. The sand is everything else that fills your life, the small
stuff. If you put the sand and pebbles into the jar first there would be no
room for the rocks. If you pack your lives with the small stuff, where is the
room for the things that matter much more? The lesson is: pay attention to
the critical things. Don’t crowd them out with purely material concerns. Do
what you can to preserve your health and to protect your family. Give your
family your time, the most precious commodity we all have. There will
always be enough time left over for the smaller things, but get your priorities
sorted out. The rest is just pebbles and sand.”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Whittington DVDs Christmas present
An ideal Christmas present is the brand-new DVD of
May’s Whittington Music Festival “Mendelssohn
Highlights 2015”. Superbly recorded in Whittington
church, with multi-camera filming, the disc includes
the brilliant Octet and extracts from a variety of other ensemble
performances during the week. Priced at £10, it is available from Lawrence
and Rosie at 3 Top Street (01691 657986), and while stocks last, comes
bundled with 2014’s Schubert Highlights for a total of just £13.
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Our healthcare provision and livelihoods training have improved the quality
of life in the communities, and we are continually expanding our Nepalese
health staff’s skills and knowledge – including offering training in the
screening and prevention of cervical cancer. Our education programmes are
benefitting both children and adults by enabling them to learn essential
literacy and numeracy skills. The communities we work in do not speak
Nepal’s official language which causes many barriers, so the schooling
PHASE provides also offers them the opportunity to learn Nepali.
Following the major earthquakes in Nepal in April and May, PHASE became
a provider of emergency relief. Two of the districts we work in –
Sindhupalchowk and Gorkha – were amongst the most badly affected areas.
Two PHASE Worldwide Trustees, Margaret Lally and Dr Dilys Noble,
recently visited Nepal. They witnessed first-hand the resilience and courage
of the isolated Nepalese communities we have worked closely with over the
last 10 years as they rebuild their lives, as well as the strength of PHASE and
our Nepalese staff who work on the ground in the Himalayas. We will be
remaining in the devastated communities in Sindhupalchowk and Gorkha for
the long-term.
There is still the vital need for our provision of health, education and
livelihood opportunities to empower the communities to break the cycle of
poverty. Humla, in the far west of Nepal, was fortunately unaffected by the
earthquakes. However, it is the least developed district that PHASE works in
– there is not a single road in to the region and there are particular issues
with food security which cause numerous health problems.
Many ask what else they can do to support PHASE. Please consider telling
your friends and family about us – share our posts on your blogs or social
networks, or just bring us up in conversation. If you have any contacts who
are interested, then please put us in touch with them.
Thank you again for your kind donation and please contact us again if you
require further information or have any questions.
Best wishes
Sarah and the PHASE team
Sarah Galvin – Director – PHASE Worldwide
Pete Nicholas
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WHITTINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
Glenys Brind welcomed members to the Annual General Meeting; Jerusalem
was sung before the minutes of the last meeting were read, approved and
signed. There is a National Campaign being supported by the movement
maintaining that those with mental health problems require more care and
support in the community rather than a custodial sentence and in support a
letter had been sent by the Institute to our local M.P.; amongst the
correspondence read out was a reply from Owen Patterson giving us
government policy on the matter. We also received advice from County
office about best practice when labelling food for food allegens.
The Group Carol Service this year will be held in Whittington Parish Church
on Monday 7th December, the service commencing at 7:00pm.
Kath Griffiths accepted boxes filled by members for Operation Christmas
Child.
AGM report: In her address Glenys expressed her thanks to both committee
members and all members for their support during what has been a
particularly busy year which has included the Centenary celebrations of the
Women’s Institute movement. The Treasurer was pleased to report that we
ended the year with a healthy balance.
Following a vote the President, Secretary and Treasurer were re-elected into
their offices. Julie Sheffield will be replaced as Press Secretary by Jo
Goodall; Julie was thanked for her past work and Jo was welcomed into the
position.
The Competition Shield for the year was won by Julie Sheffield. 2nd was
Susan Barclay and 3rd Glenys Brind. The Crystal Vase for the most entries
for competitions over the past year was a four-way tie - Susan Barclay,
Glenys Brind, Joyce Howard and Julie Sheffield.
The monthly competition for any WI photo also produced joint winners Julie
Sheffield and Kath Griffiths; tied in 3rd place were Susan Barclay and
Margaret Nicholas.
At the December meeting we welcome Jenny O’Leary who will speak on
making ‘Tie-dye Hankies’. A warm welcome is extended to all of you.
Julie Sheffield
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OLD GARDENER – DECEMBER TIPS

Shine a light in the
darkness for children this Christingle
On:

Monday 24th December

At:

4:00 pm
WHITTINGTON CHURCH

We will be holding a
Special Christingle
Celebration of light,
In aid of The
Children’s Society
And its work for
Disadvantaged
Children. We hope
You will join us for
This joyful and moving
Service.

Christmas is just around the corner and sometimes
it is just at this time of year that our gardens get
forgotten and yet there is nothing better on a clear
day, than a few hours catching up with jobs ready
for spring.
There is still time to dig well rotted manure into beds if you didn’t get time
in the Autumn. If you are only able to get fresh manure then you can stack it
on one side to rot down or add it gradually to other composting material to
make a wonderful mix for digging into the soil.
This is an ideal time to check over your gardening tools. Sharpening, oiling
and repairing will definitely increase their life. If they are beyond repair then
hinting for Christmas presents is a good idea! Don’t forget the lawn mower
service, there’s nothing worse than a dodgy start to the cutting year.
Keep birdfeeders stocked up and water available when the hard frosts hit. A
heap of leaves to one side can be a great place for hedgehogs to hibernate
and a stack of logs makes a great home for garden friendly insects, such as
ladybirds, over winter.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PHASE WORLDWIDE
Dear Readers - In October, to raise funds for Whittington Senior Citizens’
Club, I gave a talk about a trek I made to Everest Base Camp. The money
raised from a raffle, amounting to £50, was sent to “PHASE Worldwide” as
they are involved arranging rehabilitation for the Nepalese people as a result
of the terrible earthquakes last Spring; the following is the response I
received – many thanks for your support –
Dear Peter,

A Voluntary Society of
the Church of England
All proceeds go to The Children’s Society.
www.childrenssociety.org.uk
Charity Registration No: 221124
Christingle originated in the Monravian Church in 1747
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On behalf of PHASE Worldwide, I would like to thank you for your
donation of £50, which you raised through your talk at the Whittington
Senior Citizens’ Group. Your generous donation will enable us to continue to
provide essential healthcare and education services, as well as livelihoods
training to remote communities in the Himalayas – which are up to eight
days’ walk from the nearest road!
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care in heavy traffic” by Luke Wright appears in the same week as “ Car
problems” by Ira Ford. The “Death of culture” is a serious study of the
modern world. Its author is of course Phyllis Tine. Coastal holidays are
brought to life in “Keeping the kids amused” from the biro of Sandy Beech.
Finally, who locally could not be interested in the “Farming problems of
Snowdonia” by Baron Fields of Gwynedd? Happy reading!!
RECIPE OF THE MONTH
APPLE AND HAZELNUT LAYER
75g (3 oz) hazelnuts, shelled
75 g (3 oz) butter
45 ml (3 tbsp) caster sugar
115 g (4½ oz) plain flour
pinch of salt
450 g (1 lb) Cox’s apples, peeled and sliced
15 ml (1 tbsp) apricot jam or marmalade
grated rind of 1 lemon
15 ml (1 tbsp) candied peel, chopped
30 ml (2 tbsp) of both currants and sultanas
Icing sugar, whipped cream and hazelnuts, to decorate
Cut out two 20.5 cm (8 inch) circles of greaseproof paper.
Reserve 8 nuts and finely chop the remainder.
Cream the butter and sugar until pale and fluffy. Stir in the flour, salt,
chopped nuts, then form into a ball and chill for 30 minutes.
Put the apple in a saucepan with the jam and lemon rind and cook over a low
heat for 5 minutes, until soft. Add the candied peel and dried fruit and
simmer for 5 minutes.
Divide the pastry into half, place on the sheets of greaseproof paper and roll
out into two circles. Transfer to greased baking sheets.
Bake at 190°C (375°F) mark 5 for 7-10 minutes, until lightly brown.
Cut one circle into 8 triangles while warm. Leave to cool.
Just before serving, place the complete circle on a serving plate and cover
with the apple mixture.
Arrange the triangles on top. Dust with icing sugar, pipe a circle of cream on
top of each segment and decorate with the reserved hazelnuts.
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Why is there always one? – An Ode to a Fly
When you sit down to dine
With your friends and some wine,
Then he arrives at your table
Fred the fly, irritable.
For he’s always around
Flying down without sound.
He discovers knives and forks
And the wine bottle corks.
Fred’s in your personal care
As your now well aware.
For wherever you go
That’s a place he will know.
Now there’s food on your plate
It’s so sad to relate,
For Fred makes a call
To walk over it all.
With a napkin you flap
To kill Fred in a trap,
But he’s one move ahead
Much too young to be dead.
A year has gone by since I last saw my fly,
But no notice I’ve read of a Fred that is dead.
Then I had a bad fall,
So, the ambulance did call.
In my hospital bed, it was then I saw Fred.
Outside in the rain, he looked in thro’ the pane,
So I lifted the sash and Fred’s in, in a flash.
As he lay in a bed there were pains in his head,
Nurses gave him those things to improve worn wings.
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Round bay two he’ll soon fly,
Patients now wish he’d now die,
As he tickles their nose,
When they lie in repose.
I return home at last,
Is Fred now in my past?
For I still have a fear,
One day he’ll appear.
Morhys of Rosehill
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Seasonal Tips to Take Care of Your Dog
Heat: The temperature outside may be getting cooler, but temperatures can
still climb quickly in a parked car. Do not leave your dog unattended in a car.
Heat sources like fireplaces and bonfires pose burn threats.
Food: You may need to increase the amount of food your dog receives. If
they are a high energy or working dog, they will need the extra nibble to be
able to generate additional body heat.
Scraps: Turkey skins and fat should never be fed to dogs, along with onions
or garlic. Bones can get stuck or pierce holes in a dog’s throat or intestines.
While apples are a great snack for dogs, their stems, leaves and seeds can be
detrimental if ingested. Fatty foods can cause pancreatitis.
Foliage: Some seasonal foliage like holly and mushrooms can be dangerous
for dogs; toxic mushrooms can cause problems ranging from an upset
stomach to death.
Bedding: As temperatures drop, hard flooring like wood and tile will get
colder. You will want to put out extra bedding or blankets to keep your dog
warm during these cooler months.
Grooming: In Autumn dogs shed their summer coat in preparation for their
winter ones; it is important to brush their hair at least once a week to keep
their hair from matting. If you trim your dog’s hair shorter for summer you
will want to start letting it grow out and if they do not have any hair then you
will want to get them a sweater for those cooler days.
Chemicals: Anti-freeze is big this time of year; when you are topping off
your car’s coolants try to use one with propylene glycol. These are less toxic
to dogs than the ethylene glycol ones. If your dog walks through a puddle
and then cleans its feet it will be ingesting the chemicals. If you think your
dog may have ingested anything toxic contact your vet immediately.
20

LAST RECOMMENDED POSTING DAYS FOR CHRISTMAS
International Standard (formerly Airmail), International Tracking and
Signature Services
Operational BFPOs – 27th November
Africa, Middle East – 4th December
Asia, Cyprus, Far East (including Japan) – 7th December
Caribbean, Central and South America - 8th December
Australia, Greece, New Zealand – 10th December
Static BFPOs – 11th Decmber
Czech Republic, Germany Italy, Poland – 14th December
Canada, Finland, Sweden, USA – 15th December
Austria, Iceland, Ireland, Portugal, Spain – 16th December
France - 17th December
Belgium, Denmark, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Slovakia,
Switzerland – 18th December
UK internal –
2nd Class and Royal Mail Signed For – 19th December
1st Class and Royal Mail Signed For – 21st December
Royal Mail Special Delivery Guaranteed – 23rd December
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
News from “Bookworms” Corner
The book list for the month has some interesting
arrivals, none better than “The Spinster’s Life”, by
Honor Todd. There is such a variety: “Monday’s main
meals” by Rose Tremaynes is an expert’s view of what
to do with what is left over from Sunday. Chew Magna
Chronicle film-reviewer Mandy Bull has produced
“Jaws Revisited – a study”, and Andy Mann’s “DIY compendium” has been
published at the same time as “Plumbing Made Easy,” by Lee King. But on a
darker note comes “Coffin Fits” by Paul Bearer. His difficulties are as
nothing compared to those recounted in “Try stopping me!’’ by Helen
Highwater. “Living in Squalor” is a fascinating offering from the Serbian
pen of Novak Orpόlic, and there is a new translation of “Interior Decor” by
Welsh expert Tessa Leyshon. On the Religion and Philosophy shelf there is
a new academic study: “Noli me tangere” (Do not touch me): eine
philosophische Diskussion vom Biblischen Latein”, by Hans Zoff. “Taking
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