WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

PARISH SERVICES

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre
Secretary: Mrs Joyce Howard

Tel:656389

SUNDAY SERVICES:
8:00am Holy Communion on 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays
10:30am Holy Communion weekly
6:30pm Holy Communion according to the Book of
Common Prayer on 1st Sunday
6:30pm Evensong on the 3rd Sunday

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:

Chairman: Jonjo Evans
Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis

Tel:671300
Tel:662500

4:00pm Messy Church on the 4th Sunday
(No Service in July or August)

BELL RINGING:

Details from Brian Rothera

Tel:657778

BROWNIES, GUIDES:

6:00-7:15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre
Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere
Tel:624390
BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen)
2 Heather Bank, Gobowen
Tel:658016
e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com

WEEKDAYS: 9:30am Holy Communion - Thursday
5:30pm Choir Practice
- Alternate Thursdays
RECTOR:
Reverend Sarah Burton
Tel:238658
Assoc. Minister: Reverend Richard Burton email:wwfchurch@gmail.com
The Rectory, Castle Street, Whittington SY11 4DF
Curate:

Reverend Jassica Castillo-Burley

Tel:611749

WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:

CHURCHWARDENS:

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions
Leaders: Dawn and Mandy
Meet in the Community Centre 9:00am – 3:00pm

Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington

Tel:670940

Mrs G Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com

Tel:662236

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington
Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington

Tel:656389
Tel:659562

ORGANIST: Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall

Tel:662116

Tel:670127

SENIOR CITIZENS:

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning
All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall
Secretary: Mrs Gillian Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington

Tel:662236

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE:

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White
Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm. This will now be the
only stop in the village.

MAGAZINE:
Editor:
Miss A Ward, 4 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington Tel:672838
eaw4@btinternet.com

CHURCH WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk

Distribution:

SCHOOL WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonschool.co.uk

WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL:
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Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road

Headteacher: Mr Carl Rogers
e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk

Tel:659385
Tel:662269
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CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY:

December 2017

Mr Andy Cawthray - email: WhitCBC@gmail.com

Tel:657178
07581 710523

Christmas for You

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:

Richard Beaman

Chestnuts roasting on an open fire…
Jack frost nipping at your nose…
In the bleak mid-winter…
White Christmas…

Tel:659166

CRICKET SECRETARY:

Trina Lewis – email: lewisbtkr@aol.com

Tel:774406
07968 844341

Do any of these sound like a Christmas you have celebrated? I can’t say that
they describe any of my Christmases, but does that mean they weren’t
Christmas?

BOWLING SECRETARY:

Eileen Sinker
COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY:

Mrs Kath Griffiths
Over 2,000 years ago a little baby was born in a stable and placed in a
manger (a feeding trough for animals, used as his cot). The bible tells us that
Mary gave birth to a son and gave him the name Jesus (meaning Messiah,
the promised Saviour), because she said “he will save his people from their
sins.” It also gives an account of the angels visiting the shepherds informing
them of this birth and singing “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on
earth peace among those whom he favours!” The bible continues to tell us
that wise men came to visit this seemingly insignificant family bringing gold
frankincense and myrrh.
Hark the herald angels sing ‘glory to the new born king’….
We three kings of orient are…
Away in a manger…
While shepherds watched their flocks…
Do these sound like a Christmas you have celebrated? Maybe not, but it
could be.
You too could be singing joy to the world and good Christian men rejoice. If
you’ve never experienced Christmas that way, perhaps you can this year. It
may be time to do something different

Tel:770212
Tel:662116

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON
AND WEST FELTON:

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG
e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk
Tel:650488
WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL:

Mrs A. S. Cowley, “Pear Tree” Cottage, Treflach, Oswestry
(Clerk to the Council) – Held the fourth Tuesday in the month
ascowley.whitpc@sky.com
www.whittingtonpc.wordpress.com

Tel:659496

SHROPSHIRE YOUTH SERVICE:

Rural Mobile visits the village on Tuesday 6:15pm – 8:00pm
bus parks opposite the “Premier” Shop, Whittington.
Open to young people between the ages of 13 – 20 yrs.
Contact: Wendy Stockton, Shropshire Council Youth Worker.

Tel:654175

BAPTISM SECRETARY:

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk

Tel:681036

WEDDING SECRETARY:

Sarah, Richard and I wish you a merry Christmas.
2

Tel:
Jassica
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The Lyab-i-Hauz is a tree-shaded area surrounding the last-surviving hauz
(public pond) in downtown Bukhara. Although public ponds were once
widespread in Bukhara, many of them were filled in during the 1920s and
30s; however, the Lyab-i-Hauz was left to stand - principally because it is
located in the middle of a spectacular architectural ensemble, that includes
the Kukeldash madrasah (a magnificent school building adorned with
heraldic ornamentation), and a khanqah (an inn, used by members of the Sufi
brotherhood, a Muslim organisation). The area surrounding Lyab-i-Hauz is
lined with restaurants and cafés, old men play chess at stone tables and the
strains of live music fill the air every evening.
In recent years, Uzbekistan has cooled its relations with the West, having
closed the US airbase that was used for operations in Afghanistan after 9/11,
and favouring closer relations with China, India and Russia following
Western calls for investigation into the bloody massacre at Andijan in 2005.
Uzbek hospitality is nevertheless unequivocal, and visitors to the country
will be overwhelmed with offers of tea or vodka, and treated to a feast of
architectural splendour in this most historically intriguing of the Central
Asian republics.

10:30am Sunday 10 December, Whittington Church

Messy Church Nativity
Service

A fun and lively telling of the Christmas story for all ages
Come dressed up to join in or just come as you are
We will also have a few costumes available on the morning so if you’d
like to use one of these, please come at 10:00am
Followed by Christmas refreshments

Everyone welcome
Confirmation 2018 – Come and Learn about Christian Faith
There will be a Confirmation Service for Whittington and West Felton
in St. Michael’s, West Felton on 18th March next year.
We will be arranging preparation in Whittington School, on
Wednesdays during the lunch break, for any Year 6 pupils who would
be interested in this. There will also be evening groups for young
people at secondary school and adults. These groups are an
opportunity to learn more about the Christian faith in the company of
others and you are welcome to join them even if you are not sure
about being confirmed.
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Preparation will begin in the New Year. Please get in touch if you
would be interested in joining one of these groups.
Sarah, Richard and Jassica
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DIARY
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8:30am

The December Prayer Breakfast to support the
Schools Christian Project Worker will be held at
Cellar Church, Ellesmere; if you would like to attend
please telephone Lynn Carroll on 01691 -659385 by
Wednesday 29th November

10:00am-12:00noon Coffee Morning at Whittington Rectory – a fundRaising event for West Felton and Haughton churches
3

ADVENT SUNDAY
10:30am
6:30pm

Parish Communion
Holy Communion according to the Book of Common
Prayer

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

3:00pm

Whittington Senior Citizens Christmas Tea in the
Senior Citizens’ Hall – cost £5
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7:30pm

Monthly Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens’ Hall,
£1.50 including refreshments
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9:30am

Holy Communion
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5:00-7:00pm

Friends of Whittington School Christmas Cracker
fundraising event in the school; ALL WELCOME
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

5

8:00am
10:30am
4:00pm
4

Holy Communion
Messy Church Nativity
Christmas Carol Service at St Michael’s, West Felton,
with the choir of Packwood Haugh School

an archaeological marvel and no visitor to Samarkand should leave without
visiting the museum at Afrasiab, which is full of fascinating artefacts,
including ornamental earthenware crockery, tools, coins, terracotta statuettes
- and most spectacular of all, enormous mural paintings rescued from the
palace of a Sogdian ruler in the seventh century, depicting sieges and
caravan troupes. By all accounts, a visit to Afrasiab is a truly humbling
experience, where ancient history feels tangible, and one is able to reflect on
the long and incredible passage of human civilisation.
Also in Samarkand is the Bibi Khanum Mosque which towers above the city
as a giant silhouette. The distinctive blue dome is designed to emulate the
sky while the building features sparkling walls, tall minarets, and wide
portals of white marble. Construction dates from 1399, under legendary ruler
Amir Temur. Your visit
should also include the Gur
Emir Mausoleum built in
1404 which looks like a blue
tulip, with tightly folded
turquoise petals. Amir Temur
died whilst fighting the
Chinese and was buried in the
Mausoleum which had been
built for his grandson,
Muhammad-Sultan (13761403), who had been expected to be his successor, but had died too early.
Several other offspring are also interred here. The richly decorated
gravestones are made of onyx and have fine carvings and dedicatory
inscriptions. Also don’t miss the unusual wall-paintings, cupola, and lower
crypt where you can see the ancient graves (provided you tip the guide.)
Bukhara, another city on the Silk Route, is more than two thousand years old
and is the most complete example of a medieval Central Asian city. One of
its oldest monuments is the Ismail Samani mausoleum, a masterpiece of
tenth century Muslim architecture. It looks rather like a brick cube covered
with a hemisphere-shaped cupola. The cube symbolizes the earth, its dome is
a symbol of the heavens, and their harmonic unity represents the universe.
The mausoleum was the first building, in Central Asian architecture, built of
fired bricks. The brick is used both for construction and as a decorative
element; during the day shifting daylight changes the pattern of decoration.
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TRAVELLER’S TALES
UZBEKISTAN
Uzbekistan is central Asia’s most populous country and besides
Liechtenstein, is the only country in the world surrounded entirely by other
landlocked states. It is bordered by the ‘-stans’ - Afghanistan, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan; it also borders the Aral Sea, which
it shares with Kazakhstan. Uzbekistan declared its independence from the
Soviet Union in 1991 and has sought to increase awareness of its tourism
potential, boasting historical, archaeological, architectural and natural
treasures. Tourist activities range from outdoor pursuits in the beautiful
mountainous regions to exploring its rich centuries-old history. Oasis towns
like Samarkand, Bukhara and Khiva were once main points of trade on the
Silk Road linking Eastern and Western civilisations and are among the oldest
towns in the world with ancient mosques, grandiose madrasas (Islamic
clergy academies), palaces, citadels, minarets, colourful bazaars, highlyadorned mausoleums and age-old traditions. Tashkent is the capital city and
although also formerly part of the Silk Road, it is usually overlooked as a site
of interest in favour of historically richer tourism centres such as Samarkand.
Samarkand, the fifth century BC World Heritage city, was the greatest in
Central Asia in its time, and boasts one of the most impressive and popular
sights in the region, Registan Square. Legend has it that the square was a
place of public executions from the fifteenth to the early part of the twentieth
century. It was strewn with sand to absorb the blood shed there and was
named Registan: reg (‘sand’) and stan (‘place’) - ‘a sand place’. It was also a
place where people, summoned with trumpets, gathered to listen to
government decrees announced. Its substantial portals, domes and minarets
are visible from just about everywhere in the city. Of the three madrassahs
(religious schools) in Registan Square, Ulugbek Madrassah is the oldest,
dating from 1417. The main façade is covered with splendid mosaic floral
patterns made in islimi style, and it has a tall portal decorated with astral
patterns. The square also houses the mausoleum of the Shaybanids, which
dates back to the sixteenth century, as well as an ancient trading dome.
In northern Samarkand the ancient fort-city of Afrasiab - thought to have
been occupied between 500 BC and 1220 AD - was an important stop along
the Silk Road, and the centre of the Sogdian Empire. These days, the site is
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2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

13

12:00noon

Coach departs to take Whittington Senior Citizens
for their Christmas Lunch at Oswestry Golf Club;
further details on page 9-11

5:30pm

Whittington Community Carol Service at Ye Olde
Boote Inn

14

9:30am
Holy Communion
10:00am-12:00noon Coffee Morning in church; further details on
page 11
7:00pm

Whittington WI meets in the Community Centre
for their monthly meeting and Christmas Get-together

15

10:30am-4:00pm Christmas Jumper Day at Garden Croft, Daisy
Lane in aid of Save the Children; further details on
page 8
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
10:30am
6:30pm

Holy Communion
Carol Service with Readings and Carols

19

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play Christmas Party in church

20

2:00pm

Whittington School Key Stage 1 Christmas
Performances in church – ALL WELCOME

21

9:30am

Holy Communion

10:30am

Whittington Senior Citizens Seasonal Coffee
Morning

2:00pm

Whittington School Key Stage 2 Christmas
Performances in church – ALL WELCOME

22

Whittington Church of England School breaks for
the Christmas Holiday
5

24

25

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
10:30am
4:00pm

Parish Communion
Christingle Service – a great start to the family
celebrations; further details on page 15

11:30pm

A Celebration of the Birth of Christ, the First
Communion of Christmas

CHRISTMAS DAY
8:00am
10:00am

28

HOLY INNOCENTS
9:30am

31

Holy Communion
Parish Communion with Carols

Holy Communion

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
8:00am
10:30am
4:00pm

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Carol Service at St Chad’s, Haughton followed by
refreshments
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Whittington Parochial Church Council

With effect from 1st January 2018 Graham Roberts will take over as
Treasurer from Lindsay Rutherford. Graham lives in the village and his
email address is robertsuk@outlook.com. We wish Graham all our best
wishes in his new role.
We also thank Lindsay Rutherford most sincerely for the way he has
managed the church accounts during his term of office. Lindsay has played
an important role in the stewardship initiative, which has enabled us to pay
off our debts with the Diocese this year. He has also contributed greatly to
fundraising activities. We wish him all the very best in his future
endeavours.
Whittington Parochial Church Council
6

Shropshire Place Plans: This document includes things of critical priority
such as Street Lighting, Parking, Speeding (looking to reduce the speeds of
vehicles in the village) and providing additional parking for drop and pick up
at school times. It could also include improving the play area and provide
projects for children. This will be a focal point for the Councillors.
Whittington Cemetery: The grass had been cut recently.
Garden of Remembrance: The area needs looking at and our contractors
will be contacted to discuss what needs to be done.
Whittington Castle: It was noted that the bollards had been pulled up.
Informal Meeting with West Felton Parish Council: Both Councils met in
Whittington to share views and ideas. One item they discussed was street
lighting, and there was some common ground, and both may have some
ways to improve.
Communication: This was to discuss options to communicate Parish issues
to a wider group within Whittington. One suggestion was to look at setting
up a dummy Facebook account. One of the Councillors will progress this for
the Council.
Senior Citizens Hall: The hall needs blinds for the windows and Councillors
agreed to donate £200.00.
Christmas 2017 Carol Service-Ye Old Boote Inn: The date for this is
confirmed as Wednesday 13th December 2017; congregate at 5:30pm and
Carols will start at 6:00pm.
Date and time of the next meeting: The next Parish Council Meeting will
be at 7:30pm on Tuesday 28th November 2017 in the Senior Citizens’ Hall.
Paul Thompson-Lawrence
(This article is a brief outline of the main discussion points for the
Whittington Parish Council meeting and does not represent a formal record.
For an official copy of the minutes please contact the Parish Clerk or look on
the Parish Website - www.whittingtonpc.wordpress.com)
Santa’s helpers are subordinate clauses
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answered if the Officer is on duty. If your call is not answered please leave
your name, number and a brief message. The Officer will respond at their
earliest convenience when they are next on duty.

Extracts from the Parish Registers
for the months of September and
October 2017

Public Participation: There was a presentation and a lengthy discussion
regarding the proposed plans relating to the Housing Development adjacent
to Park Crescent and Artillery Road.

HOLY BAPTISM

Planning:
(i) 17/03677/78/79/80/90REM – Land West of Artillery Road, Park Hall,
Oswestry, Shropshire – Amended and additional drawings for the
proposals
17/04604/FUL – 35, Artillery Road, Park Hill, Oswestry – Erection of
first floor extension and associated alterations (revised scheme) e-mailed
10/10/17
17/04767/FUL – Proposed dwelling SE of The Orchard, Babbinswood,
Whittington – Erection of a dwelling and detached garage (Application
17/03519 withdrawn)

15th October 2017

“We welcome you into the Lord’s Family”
Ava-Grace Tinsley of Berllan Close, Weston Rhyn

HOLY MATRIMONY
We send our Best Wishes to:7th October 2017

Aled Rhys Davies
and Katie Elizabeth Humphries
both of Balmoral Crescent, Oswestry

REQUIESCAT IN PACE
(ii)To acknowledge receipt of letter from resident relating to Planning
Application 17/04298/REM
Planning Permission granted: 17/04109/VAR – Variation of Condition
No. 3 attached to planning permission 16/03607 Ful
Planning Permission refused: 17/04031 – Land at Hindford, Whittington
– Erection of 2 dwellings etc.
Footway Lighting: 1. Councillors considered the recent quotation for
upgrading the Christmas tree lights and after discussion it was agreed to
proceed with an upgrade.
2. The decision to upgrade the footway lighting and the move to part night
lighting will reduce the present costs by approximately £500 per month.
Neighbourhood Planning: Councillor Ian Johnson recently attended a
course on this subject. He fed back information and will be attending a
further meeting in January or February.
30

“May the Souls of the Faithful Departed Rest in Peace”
30th September 2017

Kathleen (Kay) Anne Parker
aged 87 of the Old Vicarage
Nursing Home, Gobowen (formerly of Middleton)

Communicants for the month……...…232
Attendance for the month……….........294
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The Rector and Trustees of the Friends of St John the Baptist acknowledge
the following donation:Donation of £102.67
Anon
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Christmas presents – Catching her in the act, I confronted our three-yearold granddaughter. ‘Are you opening your little sister’s presents?’ I
demanded. ‘No,’ she innocently replied, ‘I'm just helping her learn to share.’
7

YOU ARE
WARMLY
INVITED TO A

Whittington Parish Council News,
Meeting held on 24th October 2017
There were seven Parish Councillors, the Clerk, Shropshire Councillor
Charmley and two members of the public at the meeting.
Unfortunately there was no police presence at the meeting but the crime
report for September had been forwarded to the Clerk.
Crimes reported in September: Thirty-three incidents were reported but
only ten were classed as crimes: Deception – Forgery (1); Theft-other (1);
Criminal Damage (2); Criminal Assault (2); Concern for Safety (4).
Your Team & Contact numbers:
Local Police Officer: - PC 3718 Kate Le’Clere – 07792 774 024

at Garden Croft, Daisy Lane,
Whittington, SY11 4EA

FRIDAY 15th DECEMBER
10:30am – 4:00pm
Tea, Coffee and Christmas Cookies
and Bring and Buy
Donations to Save the Children

For more information contact 650711

Police Community Support Officers: - PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes - 07816
172 510; and PCSO 40279 Pete Roberts- 07792774047
About your Team: Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and
partners to identify, tackle and solve issues that matter to the community
where you live. Making neighbourhoods safer by cutting day to day crime
and anti-social behaviour is at the heart of keeping people in West Mercia
safe. Thanks to an investment in mobile tablet style computers, these will
enable officers to spend more time on patrol on the street and in
neighbourhoods. Officers will continue to come to people when they need
them and provide a high quality service however you contact us - in person
(on the street, at community bases and at partners and communities together
[PACT] meetings), on the phone or online.
Get in touch - 101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime
 oswestryrn.snt @westmercia.pnn.police.uk
 www.westmercia.police.uk

We would be so pleasedto see you – any jumper will do –
Everyone Welcome

/
@Oscops - Only call 999 in an emergency, when a crime is in
progress or life is in danger.

Barbara Molesworth, Ruth Haile and Philip Crowe

In the event of a Police emergency call 999 for urgent attention; or ring 101
for non-emergency calls. The Police mobile numbers above will only be
29
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Project at Cardiff University. This is a network of telescopes across the
globe, research grade telescopes 2.5metres in diameter and 8 metres in
length, costing several million pounds. The telescopes can be controlled
remotely from the classroom of schools, colleges and universities, under
professional supervision. I teach students how to use the telescopes and take
professional photographs of objects such as galaxies and nebulae.
Linking astronomy and music together, I decided to start an internet based
radio station in Whittington, by the name of Astro Radio. The ethos is to
feature astronomy, astronomical news and music. I designed the station
myself having a good knowledge of IT, communications and radio; we now
reach 300,000 listeners worldwide. The station hosts outside broadcasts,
including the Whittington International Chamber Music Festival, Skellig Star
Party, Kerry, in Ireland and others. We are about to install sub studios in
Cardiff University and other locations around the UK. We have twelve
volunteer presenters based around the UK plus roving reporters; and we also
host an educational Astronomy & Music Festival called Solarsphere once a
year in Builth Wells, which is supported by BBC Wales, BBC Sky at Night
and many professional astronomical personnel. This brings me to my last
record which is STARPEOPLE by Devonbird, written by them for the
Solarsphere Festival.
Apart from my essential telescope my choice of book would be The
Observers Book of Astronomy, the first astronomy book I owned and the
record I would save would be the Hawkwind. Mind you I could not leave
for the dessert island without my wife Syb, Daughter Sarah and Grandson
Sam. Life would just not be idyllic without them; besides, who would cook
my dinner? – (Sorry no can do! – Editor)
Peter J Williamson FRAS – Professional Astronomer
www.astroradio.earth
www.peterwilliamson.co.uk
I would like to thank very much the twelve “volunteers” who have shared
their musical choices with us in the magazine this past year. I am sure it has
been very hard work for them and am very grateful that none of them
suggested I have ‘a go’ myself. I do also hope that you, our readers, have
enjoyed the experience as well.
Anne
Christmas is a race to which gives out first - your money or your feet. - Anon
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The Children’s Society
Time to open the boxes! This reminder comes a
little earlier than usual due to the possibility that
some of your boxes may include old £ coins and
these need to be banked as soon as possible as they
are no longer a legal currency.
Kindly bring your boxes to church before the end of 2017, or ring me to
make alternative arrangements if necessary please.
We can then get the boxes opened, and the contents to the Society’s Head
Office quickly. Once again thank you for your support in helping the young
people in the Children’s Society care.
Mike Phipps - 01691 670940
Parish Secretary to the Children’s Society

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
From Sunday 26th November a basket will
be seen at the rear of the church for
donations towards flowers for decorating
the church during the Christmas Season.
Please give generously in order for us to have a colourful display which
needs to last at least four weekends. Perhaps you would like to give in
memory of a loved one, or to mark a special anniversary.
Sarah

WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers
There is NO lunch at The White Lion in December as the
fourth Tuesday falls on Boxing Day. The next lunch will be
on Tuesday 23rd January. Val Hayward is still responsible
for looking after bookings for the lunch at the White Lion,
9

so if you are not a regular attendee and wish to come along, now is the
chance to make a New Year’s resolution and join us. Please contact Val on
01691 662434, and also if you are a regular attendee please let Val know if
you are unable to make it. The cost of the two course roast lunch is currently
£7.50 which includes tea or coffee.
Our Christmas lunch will be at Oswestry Golf Club on Wednesday 13 th
December and there is a menu and attendance list in circulation, once again
please contact VAL. A coach will be provided courtesy of Mike Owen of
Owen’s Travelmaster and will commence picking up at Rosehill at 12:00
noon, then onto the Hall and the Three Trees; many thanks to Mike and his
staff.
To all you Whist Players out there why not join Jan and Rita at the weekly
Monday whist sessions? These start at 2:00 pm and are held in the small
room. Follow this with attending the monthly sessions held on the first
Wednesday each month. The cost at the monthly session is £1.50 to include
a cup of tea or coffee and biscuits and a raffle is held during the tea break.
The Thursday morning coffee gatherings are well attended, when we enjoy
getting together and having a chat over coffee and biscuits. Everyone is
welcome, so please join us when you can. If you have any spare garden
produce please bring it along as it will be very welcome. We do splash out
and have cake if some-one admits to having a birthday or anniversary!
LINE DANCING: These Thursday afternoon classes start at 1:30pm and
end at approximately 3:00pm as Steve now collects his little boy from
school. The cost is £4 per session and a small raffle is held, with the receipts
going to club funds, a registered charity. Please come along and give it a go,
all ages are welcome. In order to keep the class going we need more people
to come along and join the regular dancers.
Early in November eighteen of us ventured out on a very wet Tuesday
morning and visited “The Cafe on The Hill” at Welsh Frankton, where we
enjoyed various items off the menu. Some of us had teacakes, some sausage
or bacon sandwiches, some had paté and some had a full breakfast. The
premises used to be the local garage and car salesroom, but make a very
attractive tea room.
The windows at the hall have now been completely replaced and new blinds
10

Four; then there were only two astronomical Bulletin Boards in the UK. The
board operated out of Whittington where we had moved to the previous year
in 1989. I remember the BT engineer being intrigued as to what we were
doing from a house due to the amount of lines he had to install. We had users
from all over the globe connecting to Starbase Four; this was before the
internet so it was quite a task to get the word out there. One of our first users
was a Dr Brian May, Queen’s Guitarist. I met up with him recently and he
remembered those days quite vividly. This brings me to my next record,
SEVEN SEAS OF RYE by Queen. It was that same year that I married my
wife Sybil, so it is only fitting that the next track should be our record,
MORE THAN A FEELING by Boston. Because of Starbase Four I left
music behind and persued a career in IT. I trained to be a Data Network
Engineer (Certified Microsoft Network Instructor / Engineer).
Moving to Shropshire rekindled my passion for astronomy. Whittington had
dark skies, which was great for telescopes but sadly, with the amount of
people erecting security lights and very badly shielded street lighting, serious
astronomy is no longer possible here. It was around 1989, with the assistance
of Sir Patrick Moore, I formed the Whittington Astronomical Society; two
years later it was renamed, The Shropshire Astronomical Society and is still
going today. I had also started to listen to more heavy rock music. The next
track was one of my favourites around that time SNOWBLIND by Black
Sabbath.
In 1994 I was elected as a Fellow of The Royal Astronomical Society, one of
the first amateur astronomers in Shropshire to gain this award. Drifting back
into music a few years later I toured with Budgie, a Welsh rock band, as their
Public Relations Manager. Leading on from that, my daughter Sarah and I
formed a band called Anubis which had some chart success in Australia and
the USA. Sadly, I sustained an injury to my arm which halted my
performances for over twelve months. Music had to again take a back seat. I
could not leave for the paradise of this island without taking one of our own
records, LOCKED IN by Anubis.
Continuing with my astronomical education I completed an astronomy
certificate from the University of Central Lancashire and a certificate in
Planetary Geology from John Moores University, Liverpool. Today I have
fallen fortuitously onto my passion of astronomy and work with the BBC at
BBC Radio Shropshire as their astronomer, and with the Faulkes Telescope
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DESERT ISLAND DISCS - 12
If I was to be exiled to a desert island I would hope
that it would be in the Southern Hemisphere. Being
an astronomer, the stars and objects visible there are
far more interesting than we can observe here in the Northern Hemisphere. It
would be essential that I took a telescope as well as my musical choices.
I grew up in ‘The Black Country’. My early years were privileged and spent
with my grandparents, who were quite affluent. I was educated at a private
school and met some very interesting characters at that time; Tom Brown’s
School Days springs to mind. My teenage years were spent with my parents;
good people, but they had very little and times were often hard. This
upbringing, I think, gave me a very balanced view of life and how to get by
in a very competitive world. The funny part was that my grandparents sent
me for elocution lessons at the Institute of Speech and Drama and I left there
with a beautiful certificate for Speech and Drama and spoke very eloquently
with a Black Country accent and dialect. As one says, ‘Yow con tek the lad
out the Black Country, but yow cor tek the Black Country out the lad’!
Spanning across my younger years was a passion, that after all these years,
has become my profession, astronomy. My first record, in fact the first
record I ever owned, is TELSTAR by the Tornadoes. While at secondary
school, Hagley Roman Catholic in the West Midlands, I had my first real
chance to see the planets through a large telescope. My other interest for
many years has been music, rock music in particular. I have been involved
with this in many forms, from management, artist and radio presenter. The
first record I heard on the pirate radio station Radio Caroline was PLEASE
PLEASE ME by the Beatles, whilst sitting on a beach at Ramsgate in Kent.
This is when I decided I wanted to be a musician. I now work with a Radio
Caroline presenter on my own radio station, Astro Radio, based here in
Whittington Shropshire. On leaving school I joined a band, a hippy band
called Noggin and our biggest influence was Hawkwind, which brings me to
my next record, ORGONE ACCUMULATOR by Hawkwind.
I completed an engineering apprenticeship and an HND in electronics and
robotics at Oldbury College and after many years alternating between
engineering and the music business I started to see the benefits of IT
communications and started the Astronomical Bulletin Board called Starbase
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put on those in the small meeting room. The committee would like to thank
the members who kindly made contributions to the cost of these blinds and
grateful thanks to Val and her husband Phil who took the blinds and curtains
down, then gave up a couple of weekends to replace the existing blinds in the
big room and the new ones in the small room. I think we all agree that the
replacement of the windows has made a great difference to the appearance of
the hall.
The members of the committee would like to take this
opportunity to wish all our members, and readers of the
Ripple, a very happy Christmas and we look forward to
seeing you in the New Year.
Christmas Events:
Tuesday 5th December
Wednesday 13th December
Thursday 21st December

3:00pm Christmas Tea –cost £5
Christmas Lunch at Oswestry Golf Club,
Val will provide a list of food available
Seasonal Coffee Morning

Gill Roberts - 01691 662236
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Coffee & Company
Come and Enjoy
a
Cup of Coffee or Tea
and a chat
in
Whittington Church - Thursday 14th December
10:00am – 12:00noon

All are very welcome - Entrance is free
Voluntary Donations to the Church
History repeats itself, that’s one of the things that’s wrong
with history. - Clarence Darrow

11

CHILDREN’S PAGE

Parish Council
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The final Parish Council meeting of 2017 will be on Tuesday 19 December,
a week earlier than usual, due to Christmas. It has been a busy start for the
new Council after the May elections, with planning and street lighting high
on the agenda.
2018 will see a ramping up of the street light change out, following an EU
directive that the Sox (yellow) lamps will be obsolete from 2020.
Planning will again be high on the agenda, and although the Parish Council
do not have the final say on applications, our comments/observations are
taken into account by Shropshire Council before any decision is made.
The Parish Carol service will take place at Ye Old Boote Inn at 6:00pm on
Wednesday 13th December, with a surprise visitor for the children. The
Parish Council have arranged for extra lights on the tree at the Three Trees
and for the floodlights to be lit at the Castle over the festive period. The first
Parish Council meeting of 2018 will be on Tuesday 23rd January at 7:30pm
in the Senior Citizens’ Hall and all are welcome. The Council wish you all a
“Merry Christmas”.
Jill Whitby - Parish Council Chair
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
LAST RECOMMENDED POSTING DAYS FOR CHRISTMAS
International Standard (formerly Airmail), International Tracking and
Signature Services
Operational BFPOs – 27th November
Africa, Middle East – 2nd December
Asia, Cyprus, Far East, Eastern Europe
(except Poland, Czech Republic, Poland and Slovakia),
Malta –6th December
Caribbean, Central and South America - 7th December
Australia, Greece, New Zealand, Turkey – 9th December
Static BFPOs – 11th December
Czech Republic, Germany Italy, Poland – 13th December
Canada, Finland, Sweden, USA – 14th December
Norway, Portugal, Slovakia, Spain and Switzerland – 15th December
Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France, Iceland, Ireland, Luxembourg,
Netherlands – 16th December
12
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH
Need a little more indulgence at Christmas, or an alternative to the traditional
pudding, then try this!
CHOCOLATE CHESTNUT ROULADE

UK internal –
2nd Class and Royal Mail Signed For – 20th December
1st Class and Royal Mail Signed For – 21st December
Royal Mail Special Delivery Guaranteed – 21st December
Special Delivery Saturday Guaranteed – 22nd December
WHITTINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

Serves: 6
6 large eggs, separated
150 g (5½ oz) caster sugar
½ tsp vanilla or chocolate extract
50 g (1¾ oz) cocoa powder
icing sugar, for dusting
250 ml (9 fl oz) double cream
250 g (9 oz) unsweetened chestnut purée
2 tbsp brandy
70 g (2½ oz) cooked peeled chestnuts, chopped
Oven: 180°C/350°F/Gas mark 4. Line a 23 x 45 cm (9 x 17¾- inch) Swiss
roll tin with baking paper.
Using an electric whisk, beat the egg yolks, caster sugar and vanilla extract
together in a bowl for 10 minutes, or until doubled in volume and pale and
fluffy.
In a separate bowl whisk the egg whites until they form soft peaks.
Fold a tablespoon of egg whites into the egg yolk mixture, then gently fold in
the remaining egg whites and the cocoa powder.
Spoon the cake mixture into the prepared tin and smooth the surface with a
palette knife. Bake in the preheated oven for 20 minutes until risen.
Leave to cool in the tin.
Put a large piece of baking paper over a clean tea towel and dust with icing
sugar; then invert the sponge on to the baking paper and carefully peel away
the lining paper.
In a clean bowl whisk the cream until stiff, then stir in the chestnut purée and
the brandy.
Spread over the sponge, leaving a 2.5cm (1 inch) margin around the edges,
and scatter over the chestnuts.
Using one end of the tea towel, carefully roll up the roulade.
Dust with more icing sugar.
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There are only two families in the world, the Haves
and the Have-nots. - Cervantes

Sandy Wilson welcomed members to the meeting and the traditional singing
of Jerusalem was followed by the written report of last month’s minutes.
Matters arising included arrangements for the Institute’s birthday meal at the
Wynnstay Hotel, information regarding the category that Whittington WI has
been nominated to undertake for the Shropshire Centenary Book (Preserves,
drinks and confectionary) and ideas needed for a new emblem/badge for the
Centenary Year. Resolutions that had been received for the Annual General
Meeting (AGM) to be held in June 2018 were considered and will be debated
in future WI meetings.
Any Other Business raised various issues especially the future cost of
Christmas gifts with a decision that each gift should cost no more than £5.00.
Arrangements were confirmed to see the pantomime at Theatre Severn.
The WI Group Carol Service is to be held at St Martin’s Parish Church on
11th December at 7:00pm.The collection will be in aid of CRY( Cardiac Risk
in the Young).
An application form will be requested from Whittington Together to support
community purchases of a projection screen and flexible/portable display
boards. These pieces of equipment would be of benefit to the WI but also for
use by other groups within Whittington.
The National Federation has requested all WIs to ask members if they are
aware of any family members or women involved historically in their
locality regarding the Suffragette Movement. Any information is to be
compiled into a booklet, 100 Years On!!
Whittington WI has to consider ways during 2018 to maintain and raise
funds to remain solvent.
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Barbara Molesworth distributed posters to encourage members to support a
very worthwhile Save the Children Christmas Jumper event on 15th
December at Garden Croft 10:30am-4:00pm. Christmas jumpers not
obligatory!!
The meeting then commenced the formal focus on the Institute’s AGM.
The Minutes of last year’s AGM were agreed. The Treasurer presented the
financial statement which was accepted. The annual report was read out to
members by the Secretary. The President provided an account of her year
and thanked everyone for their support. All the reports were adopted and
approved plus thanks from all the members were expressed to the officers
and committee. The officers and committee were elected to serve another
year with Vanessa Bromley also becoming a committee member. Future
committee meetings are to be held at Marian Young’s house and grateful
thanks were expressed to Margaret Nicholas who had kindly hosted meetings
for many years.
Heather Game was the guest speaker for the evening providing a sitting tour
“Ghosts of Shrewsbury.” The talk was very entertaining, and spine chilling
at times, as Heather told terrifying stories of ghouls and ghosts and mysteries
of the past were described. Happenings in haunted old timber framed
buildings, churchyards and dark gloomy passages that were full of intrigue.
There were spirits moving objects, showing displeasure, stomping and
banging in cellars and attic rooms with faces at windows, disappearing
bodies through walls and buried bodies coming alive. Many folk in
Shrewsbury hear soldiers from the Civil War parading with muffled sounds
of clanking chains and blood curdling screams. The vote of thanks was
spookily spoken by Glenys Brind!
Refreshments were provided by Marian Young and Jo Goodall and greatly
appreciated by members. The competition “A poppy in any medium” was
won by Julie Sheffield, 2nd was Kath Griffiths and 3rd Libby Morris.
Next month’s meeting on 14th December will be a Christmas Get Together
and the competition will be ‘The best wrapped parcel.’ Refreshments will be
prepared by the committee. New members are very welcome to join in the
festivities at the Community Centre from 7:00pm. Please do contact the
secretary Joyce Howard for more information on 01691 656389.
Jo Goodall
14

Where’s the baby?
For weeks, as Christmas approached, a six-year old lad kept telling his
nursery teacher about the baby brother that was also soon expected at his
house. One day the mother allowed the boy to feel the movements of the
unborn child. The six-year old was obviously impressed, but made no
comment. Furthermore, he immediately stopped telling his teacher about the
impending event.
As the school was about to close for Christmas, the teacher finally sat the
boy down and gently asked, ‘Whatever has become of that baby brother you
were expecting at home?’ The child burst into tears and confessed, ‘I think
Mummy ate it!’
Every calendar’s days are numbered
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Shine a light in the
darkness for children this Christingle
ACROSS:
1 Provisional meeting place of God and the Jews (Exodus 25:9) (10)
7 David’s third son, killed when his head got caught in a tree during
a battle with his father (2 Samuel 18:14,15) (7)
8 They ruled much of the west coast of South America in the 15th
and early 16th centuries (5)
10 Small deer of European and Asian extraction (4)
11 Seized control of (Numbers 21:25) (8)
13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6)
15 First World War heroine shot by the Germans in Brussels, Nurse
Edith …. (6)
17 Stormy (8)
18 A bitter variety of this, together with lamb and unleavened bread,
was the Passover menu for anyone unclean (Numbers 9:11) (4)
21 Arson (anag.) (5)
22 How John Newton described God’s grace in his well-known hymn
23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10)
(7)
DOWN:
1 …. and see that the Lord is good (Psalm 34:8) (5)
2 The wicked man flees though no one pursues, but the righteous
are as … as a lion (Proverbs 28:1) (4)
3 One of the exiles, a descendant of Parosh, who married a foreign
woman (Ezra 10:25) (6)
4 He escaped from Nob when Saul killed the rest of his family and
joined David (1 Samuel 22:19,20) (8)
5 City and lake in Central Switzerland (7)
6 Offer your bodies as living …. , holy and pleasing to God (Romans 12:1)
9 Pouches carried by horses (Genesis 49:14) (10)
(10)
12 One who accepts government by God (8)
14 Aromatic substance commonly used in Jewish ritual (Exodus 30:1) (7)
16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is truth?’ (John 18:38) (6)
19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5)
20 You are to give him the name Jesus, because he will … his people
from their sins (Matthew 1:21) (4)
22

On:

Sunday 24th December

At:

4:00 pm
WHITTINGTON CHURCH

We will be holding a
Special Christingle
Celebration of light,
In aid of The
Children’s Society
And its work for
Disadvantaged
Children. We hope
You will join us for
This joyful and moving
Service.
A Voluntary Society of
the Church of England
All proceeds go to The Children’s Society.
www.childrenssociety.org.uk
Charity Registration No: 221124
Christingle originated in the Monravian Church in 1747
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DECEMBER at Whittington Castle
10th &17th December 12:00noon-4:00pm Father
Christmas Grotto. £4 per child
Adults FREE – Come and visit Father Christmas at
the Castle Grotto. Each child receives a gift plus a
certificate.
28th/29th/30th December Mince Pie Guided Tour of the Castle and grounds.
Tours cost £5 per person and start at 12:00noon
each day and lasting approximately 40-50 minutes. Tour costs include a hot
drink and mince pie at the end.
The Castle tearoom and Gift shop are now open winter hours, which means
Thursday – Sunday 10:00am-4:00pm; the Gift shop has Christmas gift ideas.
Christmas Opening Times: Wed 20th – Sat 23rd Dec 10:00am – 4:00pm
Sun 24th Dec – 10:00am-2:00pm
Thurs 28th – Sun 31st Dec – 10:00am-4:00pm
Wishing you all a Very Merry Christmas
Sue Ellis, Castle Manager – Telephone 01691 662500
E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk
Website: ww.whittingtoncastle.co.uk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
In praise of The Nutcracker – a Christmas favourite
Tchaikovsky’s ballet The Nutcracker was performed for the first time one
hundred and twenty-five years ago, on 18th December 1892, at the Mariinsky
Theatre in St Petersburg,
Russia.
It was not well received. The
choreography was dismissed
as ‘confusing’ in some scenes,
and the libretto was described
as ‘lopsided’. But today it is
extraordinarily popular –
perhaps partly because Walt
16

Should any of our congregation be tempted to pay a visit to your own
church, I will tell them to dress for a Mediterranean August – although the
men will certainly wear a tie. One does have standards to maintain.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
November Crossword Answers
ACROSS: 1, Jehoiachin. 7, Endured. 8, Eased. 10, Rash. 11, Startled.
13, Easier. 15, Rubric. 17, Impurity. 18, Feet. 21, Eye at. 22, Ready to.
23, Holy Spirit.
DOWN: 1, Judas. 2, Harm. 3, Is duty. 4, Cheerful. 5, Insular. 6, Jezreelite.
9, Dedication. 12, Secretly. 14, Supremo. 16, Stir up. 19. Egypt. 20, Hair.

WE WISH ALL OUR READERS OF
“THE RIPPLE”
A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS
AND
A HEALTHY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR
ANNIVERSARIES
Two hundred years ago on 7th December 1817 William Bligh, a British
Royal Naval Officer and colonial administrator, died. He was best known as
the captain of HMS Bounty when a historic mutiny (the mutiny on the
Bounty) took place in 1789. He was set adrift in a small boat with some of
his loyal crew, but managed to travel over four thousand miles without any
navigational aids to Timor, which lies off the North Australian coastline, and
from where he returned to England. It makes our modern need of a Satnav to
go even twenty miles seem a bit pathetic I think.
Fifty years ago on 3rd December 1967 a team led by Dr Christian Barnard
performed the first successful Heart transplant operation in Cape Town,
South Africa. Louis Washkansky survived for eighteen days before dying
from pneumonia due to a weakened immune system.
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On keeping warm in church
The Rectory
St James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren
It was delightful to have a family from your church
visiting ours last week, but perhaps if it happens
again, you may suggest a certain dress code to them. That the man arrived
without wearing a tie was probably forgivable, but I do think you should
have warned them about the temperature. Your church building may be
warmer than a nursing home, but the only time that hot air is blown over the
heads of our congregation, is when the archdeacon preaches.
Thus, by early December, our congregation knows to come to church
equipped with overcoats, scarves, gloves and thermal socks. And the
Verger’s regular disappearance into the side chapel during Services isn’t on
urgent ecclesiastical business, but to warm himself up with copious swigs
from his hip flask.
So, your poor visitors suffered from the cold. In fact, by the time of the
sermon, were they to have been laid horizontally, they would have been
indistinguishable from the marble effigies of the Earls of Stowe lying in state
in the north aisle. As they limped out at the end of the Service, totally numb,
my offer of a sherry at the Rectory was more medicinal than social.
December is almost always the month when I gracefully concede defeat
regarding the church boiler. True, the congregation has been dropping hints
to me since Harvest about the autumnal nip in the air, or of the flowers
keeping well in church because it is cool there, or even the slightly more
pointed remark that it will soon be time for the heating to be turned on. But
all are studiously ignored. I live in an arctic seventeenth century Rectory,
and am hardened to it.
But when members of the congregation start arriving bearing travelling rugs
and flasks of hot tea, I begin to realise that the time approaches to fire the
boilers up. Then on the Sunday when Colonel Richards lights up his primus
stove next to him on the pew, I know it is appropriate to announce that next
Sunday the church will be heated – although ‘heated’ is rather more an
aspiration than a reality.
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Disney used Tchaikovsky’s entire score in Fantasia in 1940, making the
music instantly recognisable.
But it is also popular as a ballet because it portrays children, is for children
and makes use of children, providing the ideal showcase for ballet schools.
Today more people have seen it, and more companies have performed it,
than any other ballet. It has the unusual distinction of being classical
Christmas music that has nothing to do with Christianity.
The ballet is based on The Nutcracker and the King of Mice, written by E T
A Hoffman and revised by Alexander Dumas. The story is of a young
German girl who dreams of a Nutcracker Prince and a fierce battle against a
Mouse King with seven heads.
The first complete performance outside Russia took place in London on 30th
January 1934, at the Sadler’s Wells Theatre.
Tim Lenton

PLOUGH SUNDAY SUPPER

SUNDAY 28th JANUARY 2018
6:00pm
THE RUGBY CLUB, PARK HALL
ADULTS £12.50, CHILDREN £5
TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM
MARK JONES – 01691 657547
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PARISH HOLIDAY 2018
Several people have enquired whether there will be a Parish holiday in 2018.
The following five day trip has been put together with Owen’s Travelmaster
and is open to anyone wishing to come along. Please note that there is a
minimum number of participants required to make it viable.
DOWN ON THE DOCKS – Monday 7th – Friday 11th May

museums; HMS Warrior 1860,
‘Action Stations’ Exhibition and
Mary Rose Museum and a 45 minute
Harbour Cruise which departs hourly.
Before returning to the hotel there will
be an opportunity to visit the Spinnaker
Tower and enjoy stunning views
through the floor to ceiling glass
windows, looking out 105 metres above the harbour, the Solent and beyond.

Chichester Park Hotel *** Nr Chichester
On the outskirts of historic Chichester, the Chichester Park Hotel features a
modern health club and stylish bistro. The traditional bedrooms have Wi-Fi
access and tea/coffee facilities. All rooms feature a work desk, a private
modern bathroom with hairdryer, and a TV with satellite channels. Leisure
facilities include a sauna, spa pool, steam room and indoor swimming pool.
The hotel does not have a lift but ground floor rooms will be available if
required.

Thurs 10th – Today we visit Beaulieu,
which offers a stately home, a world
famous motor museum and a 13th
century
abbey
surrounded
by
picturesque gardens. There are over
800 years of heritage to be seen at this
well established and group friendly
venue. The return journey to our hotel will be through the New Forest via
Lymington, Brockenhurst and Lyndhurst.

Mon 7th – We leave during the morning and travel south to our hotel.
Tues 8 – This morning we visit
Worthing, the largest all-year-round
sea-side resort in West Sussex; a
delightful destination between five
miles of coastline and the beautiful
South Downs National Park. In the
afternoon there will be free time given
to explore the charming city of
Chichester; from the Tudor Market Cross to the dominant Norman
Cathedral, which dates back to 1080.
th

Wed 9th – After breakfast we travel the short distance to Portsmouth,
England’s only island city. This is a fascinating centre for maritime history
and Portsmouth Dockyard is a great place to experience 800 years of Royal
Naval history. You may use your all-day ticket to visit the following
attractions: HMS Victory – The Royal Navy’s most famous warship and a
proud memorial to Vice Admiral Lord Horatio Nelson; The National
Museum of the Royal Navy – one of the country’s leading maritime
18

Fri 11th – We return home after breakfast via Winchester, boasting one of
the most impressive cathedrals in England, along with other historic
attractions.
INCLUDED:
 All travel by Executive Coach
 Four Nights Dinner, Bed and Breakfast
 Excursions as detailed
 Admission to Portsmouth Dockyard
 Spinnaker Tower
 Admission to Beaulieu
5 DAYS 7th – 11th MAY 2018
Single Room Supplement
Insurance

£351.00
£ 72.00
£ 20.00

DEPOSIT £40

If you are interested in joining this trip then please get in touch with Anne
Ward – eaw4@btinternet.com or 01691 672838. Further copies of the trip
are available if a friend wishes to join you.
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