
  
 

 
 

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:   

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre 

Secretary:   Mrs Joyce Howard                                                       Tel:656389 
 

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:  

Chairman: Jonjo Evans       Tel:671300 

Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis            Tel:662500 
 

BELL RINGING:  

Details from Brian Rothera            Tel:657778 

                                                                                 
BROWNIES,  GUIDES:   

6:00-7:15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre  

Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere              Tel:624390                                                                        
 

BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:  

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen) 

2 Heather Bank, Gobowen          Tel:658016 

e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com 
 

WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:  

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions 

Leaders:  Dawn and Mandy                                                      Tel:670127 

Meet in the Community Centre 9:00am – 3:00pm 

 

SENIOR CITIZENS: 

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning  

All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall 

Secretary:  Mrs Gillian Roberts, 4 Western Avenue   Tel:662236  
 

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE: 

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White 

Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm. This will now be the 

only stop in the village. 
 

 

 CHURCH WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk 
 

SCHOOL WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonschool.co.uk  
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SUNDAY SERVICES:  

  8:00am    Holy Communion on 2
nd

, 4
th
 and 5

th
 Sundays 

                          10:30am  Holy Communion weekly    
 

6:30pm    Holy Communion according to the Book of  

       Common Prayer on 1
st
 Sunday 

  6:30pm    Evensong on the 3
rd

 Sunday 
 

  4:00pm    Messy Church (Meets monthly as advertised) 

            (No Service in July or August) 
 

WEEKDAYS: 9:30am     Holy Communion - Thursday  

                           5:30pm    Choir Practice       - Alternate Thursdays     

 
RECTOR:    Reverend Sarah Burton             Tel:238658 

Assoc. Minister: Reverend Richard Burton email:wwfchurch@gmail.com 

The Rectory, Castle Street, Whittington SY11 4DF  
 

Curate:     Reverend Jassica Castillo-Burley  Tel:611749 
 

CHURCHWARDENS:   
Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington Tel:670940 
 

Mrs G Roberts, 4 Western Avenue, Whittington, SY11 4BP  Tel:662236 

e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com    
 

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington     Tel:656389 

Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington               Tel:659562                                                                     

 
ORGANIST:   Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall   Tel:662116 
 

MAGAZINE:        

Editor:               Miss A Ward, Manor Garden, 5 Boot Street,  Tel:672838 

  Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com 
 

Distribution:      Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road        Tel:659385 
 

WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL:   

Headteacher: Mr Carl Rogers      Tel:662269 

e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk                         1 

PARISH SERVICES WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS 

tel:657778
http://www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk/
tel:238658
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December 2018 

Good News 
 
‘How beautiful on the mountains 
are the feet of those who bring good news’ 
                                                (Isaiah 52:7) 
 

Some days I find it difficult to read the papers as 
there seems to be so much bad news. There certainly is much that is 
wrong with our world - but on top of this, newspaper and TV reports 
often seem to focus on all the things that are going wrong. However, 
we shouldn’t be too quick to judge the media as it turns out that they 
are tapping into a deeply rooted human instinct, which scientists call 
‘negativity bias’. Research has shown that we respond more quickly 
and with greater attention to things that threaten us or make us feel 
insecure. This is thought to be a survival instinct. Thousands of years 
ago humans learned to tune quickly into danger so they could 
escape. It is this instinct that shapes the news we read. The trouble is 
we now receive news from around the world and so we are constantly 
bombarded by stories that make us feel anxious and threatened.  
 
So what is the answer? Should we give up watching the news? I don’t 
think so. It is important to know what is happening in our world; but for 
our peace of mind we need to see the good news as well as the bad. 
In fact scientists also tell us that for every negative experience we 
have we need five positive ones. These don’t have to be amazing 
experiences just small everyday things: kind words; thoughtful acts; a 
moment to enjoy and be thankful for the many good things in our 
lives. 
 
One of the joys of Christmas is that it is a time when we pay more 
attention to good news. We take time to think about our families and 
friends: the gifts we will give them and the time we will share with 
them. We also think about ways in which we can make a difference 
for others such as filling shoeboxes with gifts for children overseas or 
2 

 

 

 
CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY: 

Mr Andy Cawthray - email: WhitCBC@gmail.com               Tel:657178 
  07581 710523              

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: 

Richard Beaman      Tel:659166 
 
CRICKET SECRETARY: 

Trina Lewis – email: lewisbtkr@aol.com     Tel:774406 
07968 844341 

BOWLING SECRETARY: 

Eileen Sinker       Tel:770212 
 

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY: 

Mrs Kath Griffiths        Tel:662116   
                                                                                
SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON 
AND WEST FELTON: 

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG             

e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk     

Tel:650488                                         
WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL: 

Amy Jones (Clerk to the Council)                Tel: 829571 

Held the fourth Tuesday in the month        

clerk@whittingtonpc.com 

http://www.whittingtonpc.com  
 

SHROPSHIRE YOUTH SERVICE: 

Rural Mobile visits the village on Tuesday 6:15pm – 8:00pm 

bus parks opposite the “Premier” Shop, Whittington. 

Open to young people between the ages of 13 – 20 yrs. 

Contact: Wendy Stockton, Shropshire Council Youth Worker.     Tel:654175     
 

BAPTISM SECRETARY: 

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington  Tel:681036  

e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk 
 

WEDDING: Please contact the Rector 

             Tel:238658 
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Before Easter the guide said he would get the meat for the Easter meal and 

we travelled home with two goats, yes they were alive!! The lake had a very 

slow way of life; the people were very friendly and all hard working and the 

temperature was much cooler due to the water. Haile Selassie had a country 

palace here and this could only be seen from a hill just outside. Around the 

lake are villages and one is the centre for boat building; all timber, and 

handmade of papyrus; they look singularly flimsy but they take very heavy 

weights and carry loads of timber, animals, people and anything else around, 

and across, the lake; scared tourists can take the ferry!! 

 

On the route back to Addis is the monastery of Debre Libanos, founded in 

the thirteenth century, set in a seven hundred metre deep canyon. This great 

foundation, originally the centre of the Ethiopian church, was razed to the 

ground and all of the monks, deacons and laypeople were massacred by the 

Italian army in 1937.  Haile Selassie built a new church in 1951 in a lovely 

wooded glade, with sparkling waterfalls and glorious stained glass windows 

but the great Christian centre has never returned there. So goodbye to 

Ethiopia, a country like no other. 

Marion Lycett 
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contributing to the Oswestry Open House Community Christmas. 
Good news is at the heart of the Christmas message. The birth of 
Jesus in Bethlehem was the fulfilment of God’s promise to be with us 
in the midst of our daily lives – in the good and the bad. 2000 years 
on, the Christian faith continues to bring joy and hope across the 
world to all kinds of people in all kinds of situations. 
 
Wishing you a joyful Christmas and a peaceful New Year. 
 

Sarah 
 

Whittington Cemetery and Garden of Remembrance 
A big thank you 

 
If you have walked around the village recently you may have noticed 
a remarkable transformation to both the cemetery and the Garden of 
Remembrance. This transformation is due to the amazing work of two 
groups of volunteers. The Friends of Whittington Cemetery have been 
working very hard for some time now to cut back bushes, remove 
nettles and clear brambles. They have also improved the footpaths 
and made access to all areas much easier. In recent weeks a 
committed group of people have made vast improvements to the 
Garden of Remembrance. Some work still needs to be done in the 
Gardens; a couple of unsafe trees have to be removed and some of 
the beds will be replanted. We must give a big thank you to both 
groups of volunteers – all their work has improved the village for 
everyone. 
 
The Friends of Whittington Cemetery have more work to do and if you 
would like to join them on one of their working parties (no, not a 
working party, let’s call it a green gym instead – it’s cheaper and more 
fun than any gym I’ve been to) then contact the Rectory. The Friends 
have only a limited income and they need to buy more equipment and 
gardening basics, so donations to their work would be appreciated. 
Make cheques out to “Friends of Whittington Cemetery” and post it to 
Sally Leppanen, Three Chimneys, Station Road, Whittington SY11 
4BS. Or push an envelope through the Rectory letter box and I will 
pass your donation to the right person. 

Richard, Whittington Rectory 
3  



 
DIARY 

 

1 8:30am  The December Prayer Breakfast to support the  

   Schools Christian Project Worker will be at Cellar  

Church, Ellesmere; if you would like to attend  

   please call Lynn Carroll on 659385 by Wednesday  

   28
th
 November  

 

2 ADVENT SUNDAY 
 

 10:30am Parish Communion 

 6:30pm  Holy Communion according to the Book of Common 

   Prayer 
 

4 2:00-3:00pm Praise and Play in church 
 

5 12:00noon Coach departs to take Whittington Senior Citizens  

   for their Christmas Lunch at Oswestry Golf Club;  

further details page 9  
 

 7:30pm  Monthly Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens’ Hall,

   £1.50 including refreshments 
 

6 9:30am  Holy Communion 
 

9 SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

 8:00am  Holy Communion 

 10:30am Parish Communion 
 

10 LAST DAY for magazine material for the January edition of the 

   “Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, Manor Garden,  

   5 Boot Street, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com  
 

11 2:00-3:00pm Praise and Play in church 
 

 3:00pm  Whittington Senior Citizens’ Christmas Tea in the   

 4   Senior Citizens’ Hall, cost £7; further details page 9 

saved by swarms of bees attacking the Mahdis troops before they ran away!!   

This church has been restored following a fire in  

1707, and the whole of the interior is painted with  

murals. These are singularly Ethiopian, with no  

match in any other country I have been to. They 

are brightly coloured, somewhat naive, and are full 

of fun and although they are supposed to be by 

Haile Meskel, famous for church paintings in the  

seventeenth century, because of the rebuilding,  

probably date from around 1810. There is a wall  

devoted to the life of Christ, another to the saints; 

one of Mohammed on a camel led by the devil, and  

one picture is a fearsome devil standing in flames.  

The magnificent ceiling is covered in eighty Ethiopian cherubs, each with a 

different expression. 

 

A new view - water - the beautiful Lake Tana - and the town of Bahar Dar; 

an inland equivalent of the seaside.  Lake Tana has several monasteries, 

some on islands in the lake; however most are not open to women. Females 

are not even allowed to land on one of these islands. Most house beautiful 

paintings and many ancient manuscripts, which seem to be nonchalantly 

stuffed in cupboards and no one puts on gloves to handle them (the British 

Library Staff would have a heart attack). Another church has an effigy of 

James Bruce on the outside; he claimed to have found the source of the Nile 

here, possibly one hundred and fifty years after Pero Pas, a Spanish Jesuit. 

Further it was only the source of the Blue Nile, where it empties over  

magnificent falls into Lake 

Tana. We discovered the 

falls some two hundred and 

thirty years later and they 

are magnificent; four 

hundred metres wide and 

forty five metres high. 

Further up the river we saw 

hippos, so no paddling.  

The falls can be seen from 

above and, following a 

walk, from below – strictly  

no car park nearby.  But nearby was the inevitable market and as it was just  
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Ethiopia (Part 2) - More about Axum and other places 

 

Continuing on from last month, the other great attraction of Axum are the 

fields of Stelae, which are huge granite standing stones, the heaviest 

calculated as being five hundred and seventeen tons, and over thirty metres 

high; they date back at least two thousand years and many are covered in 

inscriptions detailing the authority, power and deeds of the rulers.  Some 

stand over tombs, whilst others are carved with house features - windows 

and doors - and were believed to have been surmounted by crescent moons 

and discs with an altar at the base. They were erected, like the Lalibella 

Churches, by the forces of the heavens and the Ark of the Covenant; or by 

elephants, rollers and winches.  

 

One of these Stelae was taken to Rome by Mussolini in 1938; to move it he 

had it sliced into four parts. When we were at Axum airport waiting to leave, 

a huge Russian transport plane was bringing a section of it back. The rear 

door dropped and it was rolled out to be met by a massive procession of 

priests, monks and bands; not to mention onlookers and odd tourists!! The 

noise was overwhelming and the sheer joy of the people had to be seen to be 

believed; forget that there about another seventy five still in the Stelae field. 

 

Next it was on to Gondar, yet another ex-capital and one of the largest cities, 

but only founded in 1635, so relatively modern, and until recently, the largest 

city in Ethiopia. It is set on a hill and therefore has marvellous views. There 

is a huge Royal enclosure housing several castles, the library and archives, 

and the remains of a magnificent banqueting hall destroyed in WW2 by 

either Italian or British bombers, depending on who tells the tale.  

 

Outside the city are two great monuments, the first is the bathing pool of 

Emperor Fasilidas which measures two thousand, eight hundred square 

metres. Once a year it is filled with water, for the Epiphany ceremony; the 

priests bless the white robed crowds, sprinkling them with the water before 

they all jump in. It is a renewal of faith and linked to Christ’s baptism in the 

River Jordan.   The second is the Church Debre Birhan Selassie - Trinity of 

the Place of Light - one of a very few of Gondor’s forty four churches not 

destroyed by the Mahdis of the Sudan in 1888, (shades of Khartoum, 

General Gordon and Lance-Corporal Jones!)  It was reported to have been  
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12 5:30pm  Whittington Community Carol Service at Ye Olde  

   Boote Inn; further details page 16 

 

13 9:30am  Holy Communion 
  

7:00pm  Whittington WI meets in the Community Centre;  

   Speaker: Jill Roberts Topic: Handbells Ringing 

   Out for Christmas 

 

14 10:30am-4:00pm “Christmas Jumper Day” in Aid of Save the 

   Children at Garden Croft, Daisy Lane; further 

   details page 11 
 

 10:30am Whittington Castle Reading Group Meets in the  

   Castle Tearoom; further details page 22 
 

 4:30-6:30pm Friends of Whittington School Christmas Cracker  

   fundraising event in the school; ALL WELCOME 
 

 7:30pm  Cash Bingo in aid of the Oswestry Epilepsy Group  

   in the Senior Citizens’ Hall 

 

16 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

 10:30am Messy Nativity 

 6:30pm  NO Evensong 
 

20 9:30am  Holy Communion 

 10:00am-12:00noon Coffee Morning in church; further details page 27 
 

1:30pm  Whittington School Key Stage 2 Christmas  

   Performances in church – ALL WELCOME 
 

21   Whittington Church of England School breaks for 

   the Christmas Holiday 
 

23 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

 8:00am  Holy Communion 

 10:30am Parish Communion 

 6:30pm  Carol Service with Readings and Carols                     

5 

TRAVELLER’S TALES 



24 4:00pm  Christingle Service – a great start to the family  

   celebrations; further details page 23 
 

 11:30pm A Celebration of the Birth of Christ, the First  

   Communion of Christmas 
 

25 CHRISTMAS DAY 

 

 8:00am  Holy Communion 

 10:00am Parish Communion with Carols 

 

27 ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST 

 

 9:30am  Holy Communion 

 

31 FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 

 

 8:00am  Holy Communion 

 10:30am Parish Communion 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Extracts from the Parish Registers 

for the month of September 2018   

 

HOLY BAPTISM 
 

“We welcome you into the Lord’s Family” 
 

28
th
 October 2018   Ajay Colin Chetwood 

   of Longueville Drive, Oswestry 

 

REQUIESCAT IN PACE 

 

“May the Souls of the Faithful Departed Rest in Peace” 

 

5
th
 October 2018 Burial of Cremated Remains 

   David George James Brunt 

   Aged 95 of Mount Crescent, Oswestry 

 

11
th
 October 2018  Kirsty Louise Roberts 

   Aged 29 of Lime Grove, Oswestry 

6 

Date and time of the next meeting: The next Parish Council Meeting will 

be at 7:30pm on Tuesday 27
th

 November 2018 in the Senior Citizens’ Hall.  

 

Paul Thompson-Lawrence 

(This article is a brief outline of the main discussion points for the 

Whittington Parish Council meeting and does not represent a formal record. 

For an official copy of the minutes please contact the Parish Clerk or look on 

the Parish Website - http://www.whittingtonpc.com  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

How a mouse got into the Nativity 

 

If you are looking for something 

different for your children this 

Christmas, you could try a new film 

from Bible Society called ‘The Mystery 

of the New Noisy Neighbour’.  It 

places a mouse detective at the heart of 

the action – in the stable at Bethlehem, 

where he slowly discovers who Jesus 

really is… Emmanuel, Rescuer and 

King. You can download the full film 

for free at – 

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/christmas/2018/the-mystery-

of-the-new-noisy-neighbour/ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

What she wants for Christmas 

 

A little girl was in the kitchen watching her mother busily  

preparing for the following day’s Christmas dinner.   She  

asked, ‘Mum, can I please have a cat for Christmas?’ Her  

mother replied, ‘No, you’ll have turkey like the rest of us.’ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Christmas present for dad - December is the month when the children 

begin to discuss what to get Dad for Christmas.  Some insist on a shirt; 

others a pair of socks, and the agreement always ends in a tie. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Christmas pudding - BILL: “Can you tell me, what are the best things to 

put into a Christmas pudding?” 

WILL: “Well, I should say your teeth, old chap.”                              
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PLANNING: 

a) To note any planning decisions: 

l. Reference: 18/01678/OUT (validated 20/04/2018) Land Adj. Park House 

Farm, North Drive, Park Hall. Proposal: Outline application for the erection 

of 6 detached dwellings to include scale Decision: Refuse 

ll. Reference: 18/03351/FUL (validated 20/07/2018) Castle Cottage, Castle 

Street, Whittington. Proposal: Erection of two storey extension to rear 

elevation following demolition of existing extensions. Decision: Grant 

Permission 

lll. Reference: 18/03483/FUL (validated 31/07/2018) 15 Cambrian Avenue, 

Whittington. Proposal: Erection of single storey rear extension and first 

floor side extension. Decision: Grant Permission 

lV. Reference: 18/03787/FUL (validated 15/08/2018) Bryn-Y-Plentyn Farm, 

Bryn-Y-Plentyn, Middleton. Proposal: Erection of an 11KV electricity sub-

station and all associated works. Decision: Grant Permission 

b) To consider any planning applications received: 

l. Reference: 18/04341/CPE (validated 20/09/2018) The Annex, Bronte, 

Road to Top Farm, Rhosygadfa, Gobowen. Proposal: Application for a 

Lawful Development Certificate for continued use of annex as an 

independent residential unit 

ll. Reference: 18/04416?FUL (validated 02/10/2018) 4 Glebe Meadows, 

Whittington. Proposal: Erection of single storey link extension to front 

elevation 

lll. Reference: 18/04607/FUL (validated 08/10/2018) Henlle Farm, 

Hindford. Proposal: Erection of an agricultural/livestock building and all 

associated works 

lV. Reference: 18/04510/FUL (validated 16/10/2018) Proposed Standby 

Generator, Oswestry. Proposal: Formation of a gas-powered standby 

generation plant to comprise of: 30 generators, switchgear cabin, substation, 

welfare cabin, 9 security columns, gas governor, 8 transformers, 4m high 

acoustic fencing, 2.5m high security fencing, alteration to existing access 

point (off A5) and formation of on-site roadways; temporary construction 

compound 

V. Reference: 18/04522/FUL (validated 02/10/2018) 6 Peveral Drive, 

Whittington. Proposal: Erection of single storey side extension 

 

The Christmas 2018 Carol Service at YE OLDE BOOTE INN: This will 

be held on Wednesday12
th
 December. Please arrive for 5:30pm; Carols to 

start at 6:00pm. 

30 

Communicants for the month……...…178 

  Attendance for the month……….........234 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

 

The Rector and Trustees of the Friends of St John the Baptist acknowledge 

the following donations: 

 

A donation of £103 in memory of George Brunt              Anon 

A donation of £27 in memory of George Brunt              Anon 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

THANK YOU 

 

A wonderful number of people came to the Coffee and Cake morning at 

Whittington Rectory on 23
rd

 October, and thanks to everyone’s generosity 

£278 was received in donations to the Church Restoration Appeal. Our very 

grateful thanks go to everyone who came and to all who gave so generously. 

Sarah 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

10.30am Sunday 16 December, Whittington Church 

Messy Church Nativity Service 

 
A fun and lively telling of the Christmas story for all ages 

Come dressed up to join in or just come as you are. 
 

We will also have a few costumes available on the morning so if you’d 
like to use one of these, please come at 10.00am. 

 
Followed by Christmas refreshments 

Everyone welcome 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

What do you call a cat in the desert?  Sandy Claws. 

What goes oh oh oh? Santa walking backwards. 

What did the dog get for Christmas?  A mobile bone.                                  7   



From the Chair 

 

The Parish Council reluctantly accepted the resignation of long serving 

Councillor Pat Raine at the October meeting. Pat has been a stalwart of the 

Parish Council over many years, and was also a Councillor on the late 

Oswestry Borough Council. Pat’s knowledge of Planning has been 

invaluable to the Parish Council and we will miss her level headedness 

during our debates. It has been my privilege to serve alongside Pat, and I and 

the Council wish her well for her “Political retirement”.  

 

The Council also sadly noted the death of former Councillor Edward Goff. 

Although Edward’s recent time on the Council was brief, his input was 

always valued. 

Jill Whitby, Parish Council Chair  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Church Floor – Parquet Blocks Competition 

 

“Guessing the number of parquet blocks in church was the most exciting 

competition in the history of England”, I was confidently expecting someone 

to say to me over the last few weeks, but sadly no one ever did. However, I 

can now announce the answer to the competition and the winner. Here is 

how I worked out the number of parquet blocks in church: 

 

1. One of our contractors told us that the total area of parquet blocks in the 

church is 123 square metres. 

2. Each block measures 22x7.5cm 

3. Each block has an area of 165 square centimetres. 

4. Divide the total area of blocks by the area of a single block and you get 

the answer = 7455 blocks 

The winner of the competition was our esteemed churchwarden Gill. When I 

dropped the prize around to her house (Thornton’s chocs) she was not in and 

Brian told me he would eat them all before she returned so whether she got 

to taste any of her winnings we will never know. 

 

Our church renovation appeal is running along very nicely but if you could 

arrange a coffee morning or if you have some other fundraising idea do have 

a word with me or a churchwarden. 

8            Richard, Whittington Rectory 

lengthy discussion, involving all present, around the behaviour of some 

children and youths in the village carrying knives. There had also been a 

spate of graffiti being sprayed near and around the Castle. The police had 

visited some families about the incidents, but they needed evidence to 

proceed further. They said that people could go to the police station in 

Oswestry and speak to Kate to make a statement. 

 

Defibrillator: The defibrillator is now back in the cabinet outside the Senior 

Citizens’ Hall after being vandalised. It cost £100.00 to repair and new pads 

had been purchased; the security for this very expensive device will be 

increased.   A defibrillator charity from Stone, Staffordshire had noted the 

incident and was kindly offering the Parish Council some grant funding to 

replace the unit. They were thanked for their generous and kind offer and 

informed that the unit was now working. 

 

Bus Shelter: The bus shelter had been damaged and sprayed with graffiti 

and would be another unnecessary expense to the Council due to behaviour 

of certain individuals with no respect for the place they live in. 

 

Footway Lighting: The lighting upgrade at Park Hall is still ongoing and the 

Council were advised that it was near completion. There have been 

complaints from residents regarding the delay in connecting the new lights as 

the nights are now darker since the clocks changed at the end of October. 

 
Whittington Cemetery/Garden of Remembrance: The working group met 

on 2
nd

 October and the volunteers were asked to remove two shrubs from the 

lawned area and to plant spring and winter flowers, which is now being 

carried out correctly. There were no objection from the Parish clergy, just 

that they be mindful of bulbs planted.  

 

Whittington Castle: A full Halloween activity evening was discussed. 

 
Whittington Play Area: The Clerk met with Ray Parry regarding the play 

area’s annual inspection. There are a few areas to consider and work required 

on the item identified as Medium Risk, could cost around £1,000.00.  

 

Councillor Steve Charmley: Councillor Charmley advised that there would 

be some new documents relating to changes to CIL (Community 

Infrastructure Levy) money allocation; he is awaiting the report. 
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There were nine Parish Councillors, the Clerk, two PCO’s and forty five 

members of the public at the meeting.  

 

Your Local Police Officer and Community Support Officers Contact 

Numbers: Local Police Officer: - PC 3718 Kate Le’Clere – 07870219518 

Police Community Support Officers: - PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes – O78702 

19190; and PCSO 40279 Pete Roberts – O7870219019 

 

About your Team: Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and 

partners to identify, tackle and solve issues that matter to the community 

where you live. Making neighbourhoods safer by cutting day to day crime 

and anti-social behaviour is at the heart of keeping people in West Mercia  

safe.  Thanks to an investment in mobile tablet style computers, these will 

enable officers to spend more time on patrol on the street and in 

neighbourhoods. Officers will continue to come to people when they need 

them and provide a high quality service however you contact us - in person 

(on the street, at community bases and at partners and communities together 

[PACT] meetings), on the phone or online.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the event of a Police emergency call 999 for urgent attention; or ring 101  

for non-emergency calls. The Police mobile numbers above will only be  

answered if the Officer is on duty. If your call is not answered please leave 

your name, number and a brief message. The Officer will respond at their 

earliest convenience when they are next on duty.   

 

The two Police Constables attending the meeting presented the following 

crime figures for September; there had been thirty six incidents reported, 

including seven actual crimes:- Assaults (1), Theft of Vehicle (1), Theft 

Other (1), Criminal Damage (2) and Concern for Safety (2). There was a  
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The Children’s Society 

 

Time to open the boxes!  Kindly bring your boxes to 

church before Sunday 13
th

 January 2019, or ring 

me to make alternative arrangements if necessary 

please. 

 

We can then get the boxes opened, and the contents  

to the Society’s Head Office quickly. Once again thank you for your support 

in helping the young people in the Children’s Society care. 

Mike Phipps - 01691 670940 

                                                  Parish Secretary to the Children’s Society 

 

 

 

 
On Tuesday, November 6

th
, twenty six members and friends visited 

Broughton Shopping Centre and then went onto the Grosvenor Garden 

Centre.  The majority of us enjoyed a coffee at M&S whilst at Broughton 

and then had lunch at the Garden Centre. The Christmas atmosphere in the 

shops was well and truly in progress and I think we all came away with some 

purchases.  
 

On November 30
th
 we held a Mince Pie and Coffee Morning in aid of club  

9 

Whittington Parish Council News, 

Meeting held on 23
rd

 October 2018  

Get in touch - 101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime   

 oswestryrn.snt @westmercia.pnn.police.uk  

 www.westmercia.police.uk  

  / @Oscops - Only call 999 in an emergency, when a crime is in  

progress or life is in danger. 

 

 CHRISTMAS  FLOWERS 

 
From Sunday 25

th
 November a basket will 

be seen at the rear of the church for  

donations towards flowers for decorating 

the church during the Christmas Season. 

 

Please give generously in order for us to have a colourful display which 

needs to last at least four weekends. Perhaps you would like to give in  

memory of a loved one, or to mark a special anniversary. 

Sarah 

 

WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS 

Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers 

 



Funds; on the subject of coffee mornings, we will have our usual Christmas 

Thursday morning one on 13
th
 December and all are welcome to come along 

and join us. They will then start again on Thursday 10
th

 January – weather 

permitting. 

Our Christmas Lunch this year is once again at Oswestry Golf 

Club on WEDNESDAY 5
th 

December, menus are in 

circulation so please contact Val Hayward, or myself with 

your choices. The cost is £20 for three courses which includes 

tea or coffee; two courses will cost £15 and coffee will be £2 

per cup extra. The main course options are traditional roast  

turkey with trimmings, roast beef or pheasant; there is a vegetarian option 

also available.  The desserts on offer are Christmas pudding, a chocolate 

option, trifle, or cheese and biscuits. We are requesting that a £10 deposit is 

paid when a meal is being booked – many thanks. 

 

The Christmas Tea will be held on Tuesday 11
th

 December and the cost will 

be £7.00 (where else can you obtain an afternoon tea for just £7.00?).  The 

tea will start at 3:00pm – please support these events as the committee put in 

a great deal of time and effort in arranging them.  

 

There is NO lunch at the White Lion this month as the fourth Tuesday 

happens to be Christmas Day; the next one will be on 22
nd

 January 2019.  

 

On behalf of the committee members of the club, I would like to wish all 

readers a lovely, peaceful Christmas and a very happy 2019. I cannot believe 

how fast 2018 has gone. 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:  Nothing is yet planned for January. 

 

Committee Members: President: Val Hayward; Vice President: Veronica 

Hargraves; Secretary: Gill Roberts; Treasurer: Marion Lycett; Committee 

Members: Frances Savage, Sue Dyke, Glenys Shuker, Mary Tomkins 

Gill Roberts – 01691 662236 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Poster found in a church in France (translated) As you visit this church 

this Christmas, it is possible that you may hear the call of God.  However, it 

is unlikely that He will call you on your mobile, so thank you for turning it 

off.  If you want to talk to God, please choose a quiet corner here, and talk to 

Him.  If you want to see Him later, send Him a text while driving. 
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problem every year is getting the wretched thing to stand upright in the 

sanctuary. It takes so long that I sometimes feel it would be quicker to re-

align all the church pillars to the same angle as the tree itself. 

 

Last year’s decision to have tree lights which flashed in succession was not a 

success. Those members who stared at them for too long while singing carols 

tended to fall over – although I suspect that Major Crump’s inability to 

remain upright at the midnight Service was for rather different reasons. Not 

using flashing lights this year, the Major will have to find a different excuse. 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 Coffee & Company 
Come and Enjoy 

a 

Cup of Coffee or Tea 

and a chat 

in 

Whittington Church - Thursday 20th December  

10:00am – 12:00noon 

  

  

  

All are very welcome - Entrance is free 

Voluntary Donations to the Church 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pizza – Good King Wenceslas phoned for a pizza.  The salesgirl asked him, 

‘Do you want your usual? Deep pan, crisp and even?’ 
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WE WISH ALL OUR READERS OF 

“THE RIPPLE” 

A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS 

AND 

A HEALTHY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR 
 



On two wise men, one three-legged sheep and a tipsy tree 

 

        The Rectory 

St. James the Least of All 

My dear Nephew Darren 

 

It really is time to get some new figures for the crib. 

After a series of accidents over the years, we are now 

down to two wise men, two shepherds, and one three- 

legged sheep that only remains upright if it is leaning against a shepherd. 

Joseph, having been obliged to stand outside the shelter of the stable for the 

last four decades, is now comprehensively veneered with bat droppings. In a 

rather desperate effort to enlarge this rather frugal cast, Miss Timmins hit on 

the idea of introducing characters from the children’s Easter garden. This 

would have all been very well if both sets of figures had been to the same 

scale, but we now have the shepherds apparently being threatened by two ten 

feet rabbits. 

 

One of our local farmers – I am sure very kindly meant – donated far more 

straw for the stable than was necessary. Our decorators, refusing to let his 

generosity go to waste, used the lot. The result is that Mary and Joseph stand 

up to their waists, looking as if they are being engulfed by a straw snow 

drift.  The crib, along with baby Jesus, has disappeared entirely. The latter is 

not entirely to be regretted, since no one can now see that Jesus has no nose 

and only one arm, the result of one of our children dropping Him on the floor 

at last year’s Crib Service. 

 

I am sure your ecologically appropriate Christmas tree, made of re-cycled 

dustbin liners will be much appreciated by your congregation, knowing that 

they are saving the planet for future generations. We however remain 

traditional, with a tree always donated by the local squire from his estate, 

even if it is at the cost of adding another degree to global warming. Not only 

does it look more fitting, but it gives our verger something to do on twelfth 

night, as he sweeps up several hundredweight of pine needles. 

 

I sometimes wonder if it is entire coincidence that the tree is always 

delivered by the estate staff on a day when there has been torrential rain in 

the area. Carrying it into church up the aisle makes it look as if the parting of 

the Red Sea has unsuccessfully taken place inside St. James’. The major  
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YOU ARE 

          WARMLY 

      INVITED TO A 

 

 

at Garden Croft, Daisy Lane, Whittington, SY11 4EA 
 

FRIDAY 14
th 

DECEMBER 
 

 10:30am – 4:00pm 
 

Tea, Coffee and Christmas Cookies - Raffle 
 

Donations to Save the Children 
 

For more information contact 01691 650711 
 

We would be so pleased to see you – any jumper will do – 

Everyone Welcome 
 

Barbara Molesworth & Friends 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Don’t miss the Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms! 

(19 October 2018 –19 February 2019) 
 

If you are planning a visit to London as part of your Christmas preparations, 

or celebrations, then you may like to visit the British Library’s landmark 

exhibition on the history, art, literature and culture of Anglo-Saxon England. 

It spans six centuries, from the eclipse of Roman Britain to the Norman  

Conquest and will even feature the Domesday Book, one of the most iconic  
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manuscripts in English history 
 

Overall, highlights from the British Library’s outstanding collection of 

Anglo-Saxon manuscripts will be presented alongside a large number of 

exceptional loans. Some of the manuscripts have not been in the British Isles 

for over 1,000 years, some are of the earliest writing in English, and some 

are recent discoveries such as the Staffordshire Hoard. 
 

Among ‘must-see’ displays are the Codex Amiatinus, one of three giant 

single-volume Bibles made at the monastery at Wearmouth-Jarrow in the 

north-east of England in the early eighth century. It was taken to Italy as a 

gift for the Pope in 716, and is now returning to England for the first time in 

more than 1,300 years (on loan from Biblioteca Medicea Laurenziana in 

Florence). It will be displayed with the St Cuthbert Gospel, also made at 

Wearmouth-Jarrow around the same time, and acquired by the British 

Library in 2012. 
 

The exhibition will also display a number of major objects from the 

Staffordshire Hoard, found in 2009. These include the pectoral cross and the 

inscribed gilded strip, on loan from Birmingham and Stoke-on-Trent City 

Councils. 
 

Bringing together the four principal manuscripts of Old English poetry for 

the first time, the British Library’s unique manuscript of Beowulf will be 

displayed alongside the Vercelli Book on loan from the Biblioteca Capitolare 

in Vercelli, the Exeter Book on loan from Exeter Cathedral Library, and 

the Junius Manuscript on loan from the Bodleian Library. 
 

Dr Claire Breay, curator of Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms, says: 

‘The Anglo-Saxon period saw the formation of the kingdom of England and 

the emergence of the English language and English literature.  Anglo-Saxon 

Kingdoms will be the most spectacular exhibition to date of manuscripts and 

related objects covering the whole Anglo-Saxon period.’ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

LAST RECOMMENDED POSTING DAYS FOR CHRISTMAS 

 

UK internal –  

2
nd

 Class and Royal Mail Signed For – 18
th

 December 

1
st
 Class and Royal Mail Signed For – 20

th
 December 
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CHILDREN’S PAGE 
 



The Manger 

 

A simple trough for feeding stock 

Had stood, for many years, 

As humble as the wint’ring flock – 

Besmirched by filthy smears. 

 

This manger mean inspired no thought 

As day succeeded day, 

Save by the stable lad who sought 

To fill it up with hay. 

 

And yet this old and dirty thing 

That stood unloved, unknown 

Became a bed for God the King 

A trough became a throne! 

 

And men have sung two thousand times 

About that manger, poor 

And poets build their Christmas rhymes 

Upon that stable floor. 

 

For God can use the meanest tools – 

He’ll use your heart, or mine – 

He moves outside our human rules 

To work His plan divine!                                                     

Nigel Beeton 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Plough Sunday Service 4:30pm, 27th January 2019 
 
Our speaker at the service will be Revd Harvey Gibbons, Vicar of St. 

Oswald’s Church, Oswestry. Harvey has a background in agriculture; he 

attended Harper Adams Agricultural College and worked as an agronomist 

in Gloucestershire before working in Saudia Arabia. The service will be 

followed by supper at Oswestry  

Rugby Club at 6:00pm. Tickets should  

be booked with Mark Jones – 01691 

657547 and the cost is £12.50 for  

adults, £5 for children. 
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International Standard (formerly Airmail), International Tracking and 

Signature Services 

Operational BFPOs – 26
th

 November 

Africa, Middle East – 4
th

 December 

Cyprus, Malta, Asia, Far East, Eastern Europe – 7
th

 Dec 

 (except Poland, Czech Republic and Slovakia),  

Caribbean, Central and South America – 8
th

 December 

Australia, Greece, New Zealand, Turkey – 10
th

 December 

Static BFPOs – 14
th

 December 

Canada, Czech Republic, Italy, Poland, USA – 13
th

 December 

Finland, Sweden, – 15
th

 December 

Austria, Denmark, Germany Iceland, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, 

Slovakia, Spain, Switzerland – 17
th

 December 

Belgium, France, Ireland, Luxembourg – 18
th

 December 

 

 

 

 

Whittington WI held its November meeting/ Annual General Meeting on 

November 8th in the Community Centre. It was a busy meeting with lots to 

discuss. Members were reminded of our Birthday Lunch at The Boote, 

Whittington on Thursday 15
th
 November 12:30 for 1:00pm.  

 

A letter of support has been sent for the Church Restoration appeal and Ruth 

Haile will be holding an afternoon tea in March 2019 in support of this; 

further details to follow. 

 

Our group Carol Service will be held at St Martins Parish Church on 

Monday 3
rd

 December at 7:00pm. A Winter afternoon tea at Wilsons was 

discussed and members agreed it would be a pleasant way to ward off those 

winter blues; the provisional date for this is Thursday 17
th
 January.  

 

Our Annual General Meeting was then held; the minutes of last year’s AGM 

were circulated; the Treasurer’s Financial Statement was heard and adopted 

and the Committee’s Annual Report then followed. The President gave a 

short address thanking the committee and members alike for their hard work  

during the year and the Committee Annual Report was then adopted. The 

current committee were re-elected and after a secret ballet Sandy Forde was 

elected as President for a third term. 
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WHITTINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
 

 

 



It has been a very successful year for Whittington WI, we are a small group 

but we achieve big things. This year amongst the many things we have held 

have been a village litter picking, come second in the Oswestry Show inter-

club competition, hosted an afternoon tea for the joint choirs concert  in 

October and raised a very healthy amount at the Whittington Together 

Village Fete. 
 

We are a very friendly group of all ages and would love to see more women 

from the village joining us. We organise trips, outings and lunches from our 

own group as well as the Shropshire Federation. It is a great way to meet 

new friends and such fun. 

Sandy Forde 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

DECEMBER at Whittington Castle 
 

Saturday 8
th

/15
th

 & 22
nd

 12:00noon – 1:00pm  

 Christmas Craft sessions for children; cost £4 

 per child to include making a calendar (or 

 decoration) to take home; a goody bag of treats, 

 and a drink/cake. Booking essential, places  

limited; contact details below. 

Sunday 16
th

/23
rd

 12:00 noon – 4:00pm Visit Father Christmas in his Castle  

 Grotto; cost £4 to include a gift from Father Christmas and a  

 Certificate; no need to book unless you want a specific time (call). 

27
th

/28
th

/29
th

/30
th

 December & 2
nd

 January 12:00 noon Mince Pie Tour of  

 the Castle with our Guide before a warming drink and a mince pie  

 (cake) to finish; cost £5 per person; no need to book. 
 

The Castle is open Wednesday – Sunday 10:00am – 4:00pm ALL YEAR 
 

Christmas & New Year Opening times: 

December 26
th 

– CLOSED 

December 27
th

 – 30
th

 – OPEN 

January 2
nd

 – 6
th

 – OPEN 

 

Whittington Castle would like to thank everyone for their support and wishes 

everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

  Sue Ellis, Castle Manager – Telephone 01691 662500                                                                   

E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk                                                                 

14                                                           Website: ww.whittingtoncastle.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

On:     Monday 24
th

 December 

 

At:           4:00 pm 
 

WHITTINGTON CHURCH 
 

We will be holding a 

Special Christingle 

Celebration of light, 

In aid of The 

Children’s Society 

And its work for 

Disadvantaged 

Children. We hope 

You will join us for 

This joyful and moving 

Service. 
 

 
                                                                               A Voluntary Society of 

            the Church of England 

All proceeds go to The Children’s Society. 

www.childrenssociety.org.uk 

Charity Registration No: 221124                                

Christingle originated in the Monravian Church in 1747 
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Shine  a  light  in the 

darkness for children this Christingle 

 

 

 



NOVEMBER QUIZ ANSWERS 

 

1. U.K. 

2. “Back” 

3. Cagney and Lacey 

4. Ethiopia 

5. Four years 

6. Singapore 

7. George Eliot 

8. Plum 

9. Cul-de-sac 

10. George Best 

11. 4/8 

12. Dunn 

13. 40s 

14. “Finger” 

15. Orange 

16. Morocco 

17. Dire Straits 

18. England 

19. Birds 

20. A 

21. Behind 

22. Thirtieth 

23. Cooper 

24. Dirty Den 

25. Sue Lawley 

26. Ford 

27. A brand of beer 

28. Bottom 

29. Dorchester 

30. Hannibal 

31. Suffolk 
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DECEMBER’S QUIZ 

 

1. Dennis Bergkamp had a phobia about which form of travel? 

2. In 1907 who was the first woman to receive the Order of Merit? 

3. Which country does a car come from if it has the international 

registration letter D? 

4. Which doctor had a pet chimp called Chee Chee? 

5. Who was the youngest British PM of the 20
th
 century? 

6. Which company had Nipper the dog as its trademark? 

7. C is the symbol of which chemical element? 

8. Which cartoon character has Bluto as his arch rival? 

9. Which two colours appear on the flag of Denmark 

10. What is the last month of the year to have exactly 30 days? 

11. The “Living with Michael Jackson” documentary was made by 

which British journalist? 

12. In a Pink Floyd song who had the strange hobby of collecting 

clothes? 

13. If you are playing Southern Cross you are playing a form of which 

game? 

14. Euclid is associated with which branch of mathematics? 

15. Which group had a No. 1 with “Belfast Child”? 

16. How many players are in a Rugby League team? 

17. In the UK what is the maximum number of years between General 

Elections? 

18. What type of dance involves moving under a low horizontal pole? 

19. How many pints in a gallon? 

20. Which brothers, Jacob and Wilhelm, wrote fairy tales? 

21. Johanna Spyri created which little girl? 

22. Which child star Shirley won an Oscar at the age of six? 

23. What name is given to a cow that has not had a calf? 

24. What is the first name of Nat King Cole’s singing daughter? 

25. Which Lady rode naked through the streets of Coventry? 

26. In legend, which king turned everything he touched to gold? 

27. William the Conqueror ordered which Book to be compiled? 

28. Which Hilton heiress is named after a European capital city? 

29. REM stands for rapid movement of what? 

30. Which Richard starred in “Ever Decreasing Circles”? 

31. What accompanied the Bad and the Ugly in the Clint Eastwood 

film? 
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Whittington Castle 

Reading Group 

 

Our new village reading group is 

proving very popular. In November 

we had fourteen members around 

the table discussing our month’s 

book ‘The Borrower’ by Rachael 

Makkai.  

 

Most of us agreed that the book was 

rather uninteresting with rather 

shallow characters and a poor plot 

line. Despite this, it did stimulate 

some interesting discussion, which 

is one of the reasons for having a 

reading group.  

 

Our book for December is ‘The 

Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’ by 

John Boyne. We will be meeting on 

Friday 14th December in the Castle 

Tearoom at 10:30am to discuss it.  

 

New members are always welcome 

and if you would like a copy of 

December’s book  please contact 

Sandy Forde on 01691 654610. 

There is no cost for being part of the 

reading group we just ask that you 

buy a drink from the Castle Tea-

room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

What did Adam say in the 

Garden of Eden on December 

24
th
?  

 

It’s Christmas, Eve. 

 



WHITTINGTON 
COMMUNITY CAROL SERVICE 

at YE OLDE BOOTE INN 

WEDNESDAY 12th DECEMBER 

5:30pm 
 

COME AND MEET SANTA 
16             and the Dray Shire Horse 

 

 
 

MERINGUE MONT BLANC 
 

For 6 people 2 egg whites 

  1 dessertspoon corn oil 

  4oz caster sugar 
   

 Filling: 2oz unsalted butter 

  1 oz caster sugar 

  8oz tin sweetened chestnut purée 

  2-3 dessertspoons dry sherry 

  Lemon juice 

  ½ pint whipped cream 

           Garnish: 1oz pistachio nuts 
 

Oven: 135°C/275°F/ Gas Mark 1 

Line a large baking tray with greaseproof paper, and on it draw two 7 inch 

pencil circles. Brush the paper lightly with oil. 

Whip the egg whites until stiff and dry, add 2 dessertspoons of the sugar and 

whisk again until stiff. Lightly fold in the remaining sifted sugar. 

Pour this meringue mixture into a forcing bag fitted with a large rose nozzle. 

Pipe a ring of meringue inside one of the marked circles, and spread the 

other circle completely with meringue, about ¼ in. thick. Pipe the remaining 

meringue into eight small rosettes. 

Bake the meringue in the centre of the pre-heated oven for about 1 hour or 

until the meringues are crisp, dry and coffee coloured. Lift the rosettes off 

the paper, turn this upside-down and carefully peel it off the meringue ring 

and flat base. Leave on a wire rack to cool. 

For the filling, cream together the butter and sugar; stir the chestnut purée 

until smooth and beat it into the creamed butter and sugar, little by little or it 

will curdle; flavour to taste with sherry and lemon juice. 

To assemble place the meringue base on a flat serving dish. Fit a forcing bag 

with a plain nozzle and pipe a little of the whipped cream round the edge of 

the meringue base; set the ring on top. Fill the centre of the case with the 

chestnut mixture, piling it up into a mound. Pipe a little of the whipped 

cream onto the base of each rosette and arrange them on the top of the 

meringue ring. Pipe the remaining cream over the chestnut mound to 

resemble snow, and scatter the blanched, copped pistachio nuts over the 

purée.         21 

RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
 



border to the river Perry and southward from Oswestry to Kinnerley, 

totalling around 70 square miles: a lot of ground to cover! Our wonderful 

group rose to the challenge, with more than 70 volunteer surveyors jointly 

contributing over 450 hours fieldwork. We also received dozens of casual 

sightings, useful historical records and valuable support from landowners 

and farmers.   
 

Thanks to this mammoth effort, we can estimate that our study area currently 

holds between 11 and 15 breeding pairs of Curlew and 42 to 45 breeding 

pairs of Lapwing.  The numbers may seem low, but we are optimistic on 

several counts.  
 

Firstly, although these birds are distinctive and relatively large, they can be 

elusive; we are hopeful that we will locate more next year. Secondly, this 

part of Shropshire has been a hotspot for Curlew and Lapwing in the past 

and retains areas of suitable habitat. Finally, there is clearly widespread 

appreciation of these once-familiar birds: if we can harness this interest, they 

may yet enjoy a revival.  
 

We will need more helpers next year, so please get involved if you can! The 

survey requires only three short visits between April and July, and you don’t 

need to be an expert birdwatcher or experienced fieldworker to join in. Come 

to our meeting in March to find out more: you can be assured of a warm 

welcome!  In the meantime, contact me if you’d like a copy of our full report 

for 2018. 
 

Next Meeting: 7:30pm Tuesday 5
th
 March 2019 at Morda Village Hall, 

Weston Road, Morda, SY10 9NS (turn opposite the Miners Arms, then 200 

yards on the left).  

Claire Backshall  

Email: c_backshall@hotmail.com Telephone: 01691 830691  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ANNIVERSARIES IN BRIEF 

 

175 years ago on 19
th
 December 1843 Charles Dickens’ novella ‘A 

Christmas Carol’ was first published. 

100 years ago on 14
th
 December 1918 was the first time that women (over 

30) and all men (over 21) were eligible to vote. 

60 years ago on 5
th
 December 1958 Britain’s first motorway, the Preston By-

Pass, opened. 
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“IN ANOTHER LIFE” 

 

Kevin Ward is a member of the Choir at Whittington Parish Church; 

here he speaks to ‘The Ripple’ about Life before Retirement. 

 

Kevin has spent most of his working life in several African countries.  He 

and his family moved to Salisbury in, what was then, Rhodesia when he was 

just eight years old.  He was educated according to the UK curriculum and 

very much enjoyed the sporting opportunities that were available.  Every 

afternoon was spent in sport of one kind or another be it rugby, cricket or 

hockey.  Indeed he played hockey at a senior level as a centre forward.  

Interestingly, in the 1960s, football was not a major sport in the country. 

 

On leaving school he became a student 

at Natal University in Pietermaritzburg,  

South Africa, majoring in Economics  

and Business Administration.  Many of  

the students attending the university  

came from Rhodesia and the majority  

did the 1,600 mile journey by train  

which took 1 day and 2 nights. It is this  

journey which most stays in his  

memory - as you would expect with a  

gang of young men making a train  

journey of such duration.  It was ‘great  

fun’ says Kevin! 

 

Conscription followed University with a year spent in the Signals Corps 

based in such places as Bulawayo, Kariba Dam and the rural districts of 

Centenary and Mount Darwin. 

 

Kevin’s first steps on his accountancy career began at Lever Brothers in 

Salisbury where he met his wife Sandy and then in Johannesburg.  As a 

Systems Accountant working mainly on contract he was able to work with a 

wide range of companies in different countries, including Anglo America in 

Johannesburg, Namingomba Tea Estate in Malawi, and the Botswana Power 

Corporation. 

 

After a short time back in the UK he worked for a period of 4 years in Cairo  
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before taking a job with the Commonwealth Development Corporation 

(CDC).  In this role he worked with failing companies in Commonwealth 

countries supporting them back into profitability. The role with CDC took 

him to working with Chilanga Cement Company in Zambia and East 

Usambara Tea Company in Tanzania.  The contract with CDC ended in 1999  

and now started a 13 year period of working on EU contracts in Liberia, 

Uganda and Malawi including a fascinating time in the ex Russian state of 

Georgia. 
 

Kevin was baptised in his 30s in Botswana and attended churches in many of 

the countries in which he worked.  Worshipping in Anglican, Roman 

Catholic and non-denominational churches, he believed that while the 

worship took different forms, there is One God whom we all worship.   
 

‘Africa gets into your blood’ Kevin said, and he returns to Cape Town for 3 

months each year.  Malawi is known as ‘the Warm Heart of Africa’ and 

Kevin believes has much to teach the West about generosity and hospitality.  

People may have very little but are anxious to share that little with others.  

He is hugely saddened at the failure of agriculture in Zimbabwe - what was 

once known as the ‘Bread Basket’ of Africa.  When asked what his hopes 

were for the Continent of Africa he responded that he longed for countries to 

be able to fulfil their potential and to live without foreign aid.  But, with 

sadness he said that he didn’t believe this would happen in his lifetime. 
 

It’s hard to imagine settling to life in Shropshire after having visited the 

Victoria Falls some eight times, camping in different Game Reserves and 

wilderness areas, making good friends and colleagues across a Continent - 

but Kevin seems a man content with his life, happy with his friends and 

family, and finding in his Church a guide for life. 
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‘Stille Nachte’ (‘Silent Night’) 

 

One of the most popular Christmas carols, ‘Silent Night’, was performed for 

the first time 200 years ago on 24
th
 December 1818 at midnight mass at a 

parish church in Oberndorf, near Salzburg, Austria. 

 

The carol was originally a poem, written in six verses by priest Joseph Mohr 

two years earlier. Because the church organ was broken, he thought it would 

be nice to turn the poem into a simple carol that could be played by a guitar, 

and so he asked church organist Franz Xaver Gruber if he could write a 

suitable tune. Gruber did so in a matter of hours and that night Mohr and 

Gruber sang the new composition, with Mohr playing guitar. 

 

Karl Mauracher, an organ builder working at the Oberndorf church, took the 

carol home with him to the Zillertal, about 100 miles away, where it was 

taken up and popularised by two travelling families of folk singers, the 

Strassers and the Rainers. They eventually sang it in New York, where in 

1859 Episcopal priest John Freeman Young wrote and published the rather 

free English translation that is most frequently sung today, using only three 

verses and changing the rhythm slightly.  

 

One Christmas, during the First World War, British troops heard the sound 

of German soldiers singing ‘Stille Nacht’ and responded with Silent Night, 

and the sacred words echoed across the blood-stained no man’s land. 

 

 

The carol has been translated into about 140 languages. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Curlew and Lapwing Survey Success 

 

The Tanat to Perry Community Wildlife  

Group’s Curlew and Lapwing  

Survey has fledged successfully!  The  

survey was hatched in March as part of  

an initiative led by Shropshire Wildlife Trust and Shropshire Ornithological 

Society. Between 1990 and 2010, Shropshire’s breeding population of 

Curlew plummeted by 77% and that of Lapwing by 73%: our project aims to 

establish where they remain and then work with farmers and landowners to 

try to reverse the decline. Our study area extends eastward from the Welsh  
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CASH BINGO 

 

FRIDAY 14th DECEMBER 

7:30pm 

WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS’ HALL 
 

In Aid of Oswestry Epilepsy Group 

 

 
  


