WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

PARISH SERVICES

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre
Secretary: Mrs Sandy Forde

Tel:65410

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:

Chairman: Jonjo Evans
Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis

Tel:671300
Tel:662500

BELL RINGING:

Details from Brian Rothera

Tel:657778

BROWNIES, GUIDES:

6:00-7:15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre
Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere
Tel:624390
BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen)
2 Heather Bank, Gobowen
Tel:658016
e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com
WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions
Leaders: Dawn and Mandy
Meet in the Community Centre 9:00am – 3:00pm

6:30pm Holy Communion according to the Book of
Common Prayer on 1st Sunday
6:30pm Evensong on the 3rd Sunday
4:00pm Messy Church (Meets monthly except July and
August)
WEEKDAYS: 9:30am Holy Communion - Thursday
5:30pm Choir Practice
- Alternate Thursdays
RECTOR:
VACANT
Tel:238658
Listen to the recorded message which tells you who to contact; but do not
leave a message, as it will not be picked-up
Curate:
Reverend Jassica Castillo-Burley
e.mail: Jassica Castillo-Burley [wwfcurate@gmail.com]

Tel:670127

Tel:662236

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE:

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White
Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm. This will now be the
only stop in the village.

Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington

Tel:670940

Mrs G Roberts, 4 Western Avenue, Whittington, SY11 4BP
e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com

Tel:662236

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington
Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington

Tel:656389
Tel:659562

ORGANIST: Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall

Tel:662116

CHURCH WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk

MAGAZINE:
Editor:
Miss A Ward, Manor Garden, 5 Boot Street,
Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com
Distribution: Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road

SCHOOL WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonschool.co.uk

WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL:

36

Tel:611749

CHURCHWARDENS:

SENIOR CITIZENS:

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning
All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall
Secretary: Mrs Gillian Roberts, 4 Western Avenue

SUNDAY SERVICES:
8:00am Holy Communion on 2nd and 4th Sundays
10:30am Holy Communion weekly

Headteacher: Mr Carl Rogers
e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk

Tel:672838
Tel:659385
Tel:662269
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WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

“THE RIPPLE”
(Whittington Parish Church Magazine)
Vol 32 No 8

CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY:

December 2019

Mr Andy Cawthray - email: WhitCBC@gmail.com

Tel:657178
07581 710523

For to Us a Child is Born
‘For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be
called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace.’ (Isaiah 9:6)

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:

Richard Beaman

Tel:659166

CRICKET SECRETARY:

Trina Lewis – email: lewisbtkr@aol.com

Tel:774406
07968 844341

BOWLING SECRETARY:

Approaching Christmas, we are very aware of the
political and economic uncertainties that face us.
The prophet Isaiah also lived in such uncertain times, as the Assyrians had
just conquered the northern kingdom of Israel (734-732 BC). This fulfilled
Isaiah’s warnings to the people, who had turned their back on God and His
ways. However, Isaiah is able to bring a word of hope, promising a Messiah
who would come like a great light: ‘The people walking in darkness have
seen a great light’ (Isaiah 9:2). These words are fulfilled in the birth of Jesus
700 years later and describe the person of Jesus:

Eileen Sinker

Wonderful Counsellor: He will give us the wisdom we need, especially
when we have difficult decisions to make at work, or home, or in dealing
with our finances or future direction.

WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL:

Mighty God: He will provide the help and strength to face a difficult
diagnosis, family crisis or relationships breakdown, as we trust His plan and
purpose for our lives.
Everlasting Father: He cares for us as a father cares for His children, so that
we can come to Him when we feel alone or we are really struggling,
knowing that He hears and will answer our prayers.

Tel:770212

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY:

Mrs Kath Griffiths

Tel:662116

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON
AND WEST FELTON:

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG
e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk
Tel:650488
Amy Jones (Clerk to the Council)
Held the fourth Tuesday in the month
clerk@whittingtonpc.com
http://www.whittingtonpc.com

Tel: 829571

SHROPSHIRE YOUTH SERVICE:

Rural Mobile visits the village on Tuesday 6:15pm – 8:00pm
bus parks opposite the “Premier” Shop, Whittington.
Open to young people between the ages of 13 – 20 yrs.
Contact: Wendy Stockton, Shropshire Council Youth Worker.

Tel:654175

Prince of Peace: He has secured peace by His cross and resurrection, and so
we can find in Him true acceptance, forgiveness and peace for our lives,
relationships and future.

BAPTISM SECRETARY:

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk

Tel:681036

Christmas is the time to celebrate a God who is faithful to all His promises,
‘the zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this’ (Isaiah 9:7)
2
Rev Paul Hardingham

WEDDING: Please contact the Rector

Tel:238658
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supported on five different types of column. The cathedral is beautiful but
cannot really compete, as it was rebuilt in the 1700s but does still retain bits
of its former Arab mosque heritage. The new style was Neo-Classical and so
is similar to many other churches around the world. Opposite is the third
largest opera house in Europe, from the 19th century.

DIARY
1

Around the city are other landmarks, such as the Botanical Gardens (not
really worth it) except for some palms and euphorbias and a kapok tree; the
Ethnographical Museum (well worth it) which has a display of daily life,
tradition and folk art of Sicily, such as embroidery, glass painting, decorated
carts, costume and rugs; together with a library housing many books in
Sicilian. Monreale Cathedral is decorated all over the inside, in gold, with
mosaics of scenes from the Old Testament; it was built in Arab/Norman style
and has enormous bronze doors from 1179, and a gilded timber ceiling.
There are two hundred and twenty eight white marble columns in the
cloister, each decorated in geometric designs and Old Testament scenes.

ADVENT SUNDAY
10:30am
6:30pm

Parish Communion
Holy Communion According to the Book of
Common Prayer

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

3:00pm

Whittington Senior Citizens Christmas Tea in the
Senior Citizens’ Hall

7:00pm

Friends of St John the Baptist Annual General
Meeting in church

4

7:30pm

Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens’ Hall; £2.00
including refreshments

5

9:30am

Holy Communion

7

8:30am

The December Prayer Breakfast to support the
Schools Christian Project Worker will be at Cellar
Church, Ellesmere; if you would like to attend please
call Lynn Carroll on 659385 by Wednesday 4th
December

8

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

3

8:00am
10:30am
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Holy Communion
Parish Communion

9

LAST DAY for magazine material for the January edition of the
“Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, Manor Garden,
5 Boot Street, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com

10

12:00noon

Coach departs to take Whittington Senior Citizens
for their Christmas Lunch at the Sweeney Hotel;
further details page 8
3

10 cont 2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

12

9:30am

Holy Communion

7:00pm

Whittington WI meets in the Community Centre;
Christmas Meeting with fun and games:

13

10:30am-4:00pm “Christmas Jumper Day” in Aid of Save the
Children at Garden Croft, Daisy Lane; further
details page 7
4:30-6:30pm

15

Friends of Whittington School Christmas Cracker
fundraising event in the school; ALL WELCOME

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
10:30am
6:30pm

Messy Nativity
Evensong

17

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

18

2:00pm

Whittington School Key Stage 1 Christmas
Performance in church – ALL WELCOME

5:30pm

Whittington Community Carol Service at Ye Olde
Boote Inn; further details page 14

9:30am

Holy Communion

19

10:00am-12:00noon Coffee Morning in church; further details page 27
1:30pm
20

Whittington School Key Stage 2 Christmas
Performance in church – ALL WELCOME
Whittington Church of England School breaks for
the Christmas holiday

22

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

4

8:00am
10:30am
6:30pm

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Carol Service with Readings and Carols

magnificent collection of marionettes, shadow puppets and puppets from as
far afield as China. The Sicilian puppets are mainly based on the tales of
Charlemagne’s knights and their exploits which involve rescuing maidens in
distress and killing other knights. They are dressed in full armour with
puppet horses and gloriously bright backdrops from the Opera dei Pupi; there
are still puppet theatres operating in Sicily dating from the 1800s. The
chapel of San Cataldo was built in the 12th century in a cross between Arab
and Norman architecture with three red domes in the roof, pointed windows
and battlements with inscriptions from the Koran; the interior floor is the
only decoration and is a mosaic. This mixture of eras is typical of buildings
all over the island although many are more sumptuously decorated. Another
famous landmark in the eastern half of the city is the Fontana Pretoria (or
fountain of shame) built in 1552 for the gardens of a villa; it is on three
levels and has statues of mythological creatures, monsters and naked sirens,
hence its name.
West Palermo was originally a Phoenician settlement before it became the
centre of Norman administration; it contains much Baroque architecture.
During the 19th and early 20th century right up to and during WW2
demolition and redevelopment took place and hence it is much more modern
and houses all of the upmarket shopping areas. One of the major buildings is
the Palazzo del Normanni, which has always been the administrative centre
of the island; it was developed by the Arabs on the site of the Punic
settlement and became the Roman centre. It was then developed by the
Normans who arrived there in around 1090 before being redeveloped in
16/17th centuries. It still houses the Sicilian Parliament in the old Royal
Apartments, richly decorated in mosaics of Byzantine origin. The most
beautiful part is the Cappella Palatina, a chapel built in 1132 by Roger ll, it is
a typically Norman building, but is decorated with Arab mosaics on the floor
in marble, and every wall, and the cupola of the central apse, is covered in
jewel like glass mosaics, showing the Christ Pantocrator as the centre piece
surrounded by the four evangelists together with scenes from the Bible. The
ceiling of the nave is carved painted wood, built in the Arab style; the reason
for this is that, in general, each wave of conquerors made friends with
existing inhabitants and they stayed there and worked together with new
rulers, in this case the Arabs, with both Byzantine and Middle Eastern skills,
who built churches for the Christians. Another feature both here and in other
churches are the columns which mainly were recycled from Roman, Greek
and Arab remains, all intermixed. Here in this chapel the marble pulpit is
33

TRAVELLER’S TALES

24

SICILY - AN ISLAND IN 3 PARTS
Like the Isle of Man the flag of Sicily has
three legs - in the middle it is embellished by the head of Medusa (or on tshirts for tourists - The Godfather - or anything else you like) the reason is
that the island is 3 cornered; the red represents lava and the yellow wheat
and it has been the flag of the island, mainly in wars, sieges and attacks since
the 1200s and was officially adopted in 2000 to celebrate the millennium.
Most tours follow the coast, popping inland to see various sites. As the
island was variously visited and conquered from 8000 BC to 1860 AD, by
the Phoenicians, Greeks, Carthaginians, Romans, the Vandals and Goths
popped in, Byzantines, Arabs, Normans, Aragonese and Bourbons, all over
the island are ruins and buildings from all of the periods. It then joined the
unified Italy - yes Garibaldi and his biscuits were here as well.
Part 1 – Palermo the Capital
Palermo is the capital and largest city in Sicily; it houses many churches,
villas and a cathedral. The eastern half of the city, Old Palermo, faces
the sea and houses the main port used
for cruise ships, very large yachts and
fishing boats, not to mention a coastal
castle - now the prison. This area was
originally settled by the Arabs but the
Normans fancied the western half
more, and so here the sailors and
fishermen made their homes. It is a
maze of narrow streets, but just inland
is the Piazza Marina, which is set on
top of a silted up part of the harbour,
and houses some magnificent trees,
including the biggest ficus magnolioides in Europe in the Garibaldi garden,
the drop down roots appear to be many trunks, but they grow down, root in
the ground and hold up the tree branches, the long roots along the ground
look suspiciously like large snakes.
Just up the road is the International Puppet Museum, which houses a
32
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CHRISTMAS EVE
4:00pm

Christingle Service – a great start to the family
celebrations; further details page 23

11:30pm

A Celebration of the Birth of Christ, the First
Communion of Christmas

CHRISTMAS DAY
8:00am
10:00am

29

Holy Communion
Parish Communion with Carols

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
10:30am

Parish Communion
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
There are no extracts from the Parish Registers
for the month of October 2019
Communicants for the month……...…198
Attendance for the month……….........221
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
New Beginnings
As we prepare to move to Whittington for my licensing and installation on
Saturday the 1st February at 7:30pm at St John the Baptist Church, my
husband Darren and I are very much looking forward to meeting you all.
However you may need to be a bit patient on the names front, but I assure
you that we will try our best. To tell you a little bit about ourselves we both
were originally born in London and married in August 1991. We have four
children, a son Alex, and three daughters Hannah, Sophie and Hollie. Our
two older children are married and between them have five sons, who we
love spending time with.
As we embark on a new year I wonder if you’ve made any new year’s
resolutions. Pledges to be thinner, lighter, fitter, healthier or even to read
more, join a singing group or take up a hobby? The New Year is an ideal
opportunity for us try something new or take up a new challenge. But I do
5

wonder how many of us by even the middle of the month have kept to what
we pledged?
Four autumns ago I attended a residential conference for those embarking on
their first posts of responsibility. In other words those of us across four
diocese that had completed our curacies and were moving on! As part of that
conference we were encouraged to write a letter to ourselves (Yes that was
an odd thing to do) with words of encouragement and also a challenge to
have committed to do something. Now that challenge needed to be
something for ourselves, something that would bring us joy or enjoyment
and those letters would then be posted to us that following spring. By the
time my letter hit our letterbox I had completely forgotten about it and done
nothing about what I’d pledged to do, which was to join a community choir,
you see I love to sing. My family will tell you I drive them nuts because
someone only has to say something that triggers a memory and off I go!
Anyway receiving the letter was enough to jog my memory and that very
next week I joined the Jade Singers a ladies choir who now meet in St
Peter’s, Priorslee and I have been a member for three years.
It’s so important for us to lead lives that are balanced where we not only look
after ourselves physically but emotionally and spiritually too. If that’s
something you’re interested in doing then please do get in contact after my
licensing as it is something I am very passionate about exploring.
Every Blessing
Suzan

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
From Sunday 24th November a basket will
be seen at the rear of the church for
donations towards flowers for decorating
the church during the Christmas Season.
Please give generously in order for us to have a colourful display which
needs to last at least four weekends. Perhaps you would like to give in
memory of a loved one, or to mark a special anniversary.
The Churchwardens
What is a webmaster’s favourite hymn? Oh, dot com all ye faithful!
6

Carol Service: Wednesday 18th December – 5:30pm at Ye Boote Inn.
Street Lighting: The Council agreed to use their Earmarked Reserves to fund
the Street Lighting Project, subject to a 5 month timescale, to be completed
by 31st March 2020. All lanterns on columns graded 4 or lower be replaced
with LED lanterns. The lanterns on columns graded ‘5’ will be dealt with
under a replacement of columns scheme, in the next financial year. This will
be funded by the energy and maintenance savings of the main change out.
Any columns deemed unsafe will be replaced in accordance with Health and
Safety guidelines.
PART-NIGHT LIGHTING AND DIMMING: It was RESOLVED to
implement the following:
• The 2 Main roads – dimmed by 50% after
Midnight (apart from Main Junctions and Railway Crossing)
• Estates and Footway Lighting – Part Night Lighting (Lights off Midnight –
5:00am)
FUTURE MEETING DATES: To be held at 7:30pm in Whittington Castle
Tea Rooms – 17th December 2019 (3rd Tuesday)
It was agreed that starting in January the meetings for 2020 will move to the
Senior Citizens’ Hall. Dates will be agreed at the November meeting.
Jill Whitby
The Agendas for forthcoming meetings are available 3 clear days before the
meeting, either on the Parish Council Website or the two Parish Noticeboards, one in Park Hall and one outside the School. The full minutes (in
draft form) can be read on line two days after each meeting:
https://whittingtonpc.com, or via a copy from the Clerk Amy Jones
Tel: 01691 829571. Email: clerk@whittingtonpc.com
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Hearing Aid Clinic
OswestryLibrary, Arthur Street
The first Drop-In session for 2020 will be held on
Wednesday 8th January, from 10:00am – 12:00 noon;
this is because of the Bank Holiday.
Is a lame duck a politician whose goose has been cooked?
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/
@Oscops - Only call 999 in an emergency, when
a crime is in progress or life is in danger.

YOU ARE
WARMLY
INVITED TO A

In the event of a Police emergency call 999 for urgent attention; or ring 101
for non-emergency calls. The Police mobile numbers above will only be
answered if the Officer is on duty. If your call is not answered please leave
your name, number and a brief message. The Officer will respond at their
earliest convenience when they are next on duty.
Planning: a) To note any planning decisions:
1. Reference: 19/03301/FUL (validated: 07/08/2019) Normandy House,
Burma Road, Park Hall Proposal: Erection of two storey extensions to front
and side and single storey extension to rear Decision: Grant Permission
2. Reference: 19/03877/FUL (validated 02?09/2019) Artillery Business
Park, Garrison Avenue, Park Hall Proposal: Application under Section 73a
of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 for the installation of ground
source heat pumps and a biomass boiler to serve commercial premises at
Artillery Business Park (Retrospective) Decision: Grant Permission
3. Reference: 19/03785/FUL (validated: 29/08/2019) Bryn-Y-Plentyn Farm,
Bryn-Y-Plentyn, Middleton Proposal: Erection of a 500KW ground
mounted solar development and all associated works Decision: Grant
Permission
b) Planning applications for consideration:
1. Reference: 19/04640/VAR Development proposed: Variation of
condition number 2 (approved plans) and removal of condition number 7
(Acoustic Fencing) attached to planning permission reference 18/04510/FUL
dated 16/07/2019 (see covering letter). Location: Proposed Standby
Generator, Oswestry. It was RESOLVED to MAKE A REPRESENTATION
with the following comments:
 The Parish Council have no comments to make on this application
KEY ITEMS DISCUSSED: The Chair reported that a wreath has been
ordered to lay at the Church on Remembrance Sunday. It was RESOLVED
that Councillor Jill Whitby, as Chair of the Council, lay the wreath.
RELIEF IN NEED CHARITY: To appoint a new council representative to
replace Councillor Pritchard. It was RESOLVED to appoint Councillor
Beaumont.
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at Garden Croft, Daisy Lane, (off Top St.)
Whittington, SY11 4EA

FRIDAY 13th DECEMBER
10:30am – 3:30pm
Tea, Coffee and Mince Pies - Raffle
Donations to Save the Children
(Reg. Charity No:213890)

For more information contact 01691 650711
We would be so pleased to see you – any jumper will do –
Everyone Welcome
WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers
The monthly lunch at The White Lion is held on the fourth Tuesday of each
month; however there will be NO lunch in December as it would fall on
Christmas Eve. The next will be on Tuesday 28th January 2020. Please get
7

in touch with Val Hayward if you wish to join us for the two-course roast
lunch, the cost of which is now £8.50 (still good value as a cup of tea or
coffee is included in the price) – Val’s number is 662434. Could you please
try and let Val know if you are unable to attend, by the Friday prior to the
lunch, as she needs to book the meals – thank you.
Events which take place regularly in our hall:
Monday 2:00pm – whist sessions – open to everyone, beginners or
experienced. Come along and someone will welcome you and show you the
ropes. There is an evening session on the first Wednesday of each month;
however this will not take place in January as it will be New Year’s Day.
Wednesday 1:30 pm – Gentle Exercise Class at a cost of £4
Wednesday 2:00pm – Bridge £2.50 per person including refreshments
Thursday 10:00am there is a coffee morning – all are welcome; come and
chat and enjoy coffee and biscuits (or tea if preferred). We now ask for a
mere £1 for the refreshments. On 19th December there will be a Christmas
coffee morning and the next coffee morning will be on 9th January – weather
permitting
Thursday 1:30-3:15pm – We enjoy a line dance class led by Steve Mason,
our teacher, the cost is £5. You can leave when you want to. Come and have a
go.
There are also ballet classes held weekly by Eleanor Moss for juniors –
These are held after school; details on the notice board at the hall.
It is still possible to become a member of the club – new members are
always welcome. The subscription is currently £6 but will increase to £7
in 2020.
Mr Philip Morris celebrated a 90+ birthday on 23rd November and asked if
we could arrange a fish and chip lunch. This we did on 19th November. Let’s
hope Phil has many more birthdays as everyone enjoys the fish and chip
lunches. On 30th November we held a coffee and mince pie morning as a
fund-raiser for club funds; thank you ladies for making some mince pies.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
Tuesday 3rd December
3:00pm Christmas Tea
Tuesday 10th December
Christmas Lunch at the Sweeney Hotel
A coach has been donated by Mike Owen of Owen’s Travelmaster. It will
8

Whittington Parish Council News,
Meeting held on 22nd October 2019
Seven Councillors were present. The Chair reported that she had accepted
the resignation of Councillor Jenny Pritchard, and thanked her for all her
work on the Council over the years. Apologies were received from
Councillors Lucy Beaumont and Greg Hickson who had conflicting
meetings. The minutes of the full Council meeting held on 24th September
2019 were agreed and duly signed as a true record. There was one member
of the public present.
Chartland Homes presented a revision to their development in Park Hall.
There has been a huge interest in the smaller starter homes and a request for
bungalows. Chartland are looking to revise their site plan. Plot 14 – 1 x 4bed house to be replaced with a terrace of 3 x 2-bedroom houses. Plot 6 – 1 x
4-bed house to be replaced with 2 x 2-bedroom bungalows.
There was no police attendance at the meeting; the police report had been
received and 12 crimes were reported in the Parish during September:
Harassment (1); Make off without paying (1); Criminal Damage (1);
Assaults (3); Theft (other) (2); Theft from vehicle (1) and Missing Person (1)
Your Local Police Officer and Community Support Officers Contact
Numbers: Local Police Officer: - PC 3718 Kate Le’Clere – 07870219518
Police Community Support Officers: - PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes – O78702
19190; and PCSO 40279 Pete Roberts – O7870219019
About your Team: Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and
partners to identify, tackle and solve issues that matter to the community
where you live. Making neighbourhoods safer by cutting day to day crime
and anti-social behaviour is at the heart of keeping people in West Mercia
safe. Thanks to an investment in mobile tablet style computers, these will
enable officers to spend more time on patrol on the street and in
neighbourhoods. Officers will continue to come to people when they need
them and provide a high quality service however you contact us - in person
(on the street, at community bases and at partners and communities together
[PACT] meetings), on the phone or online.
Get in touch - 101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime
 oswestryrn.snt @westmercia.pnn.police.uk
 www.westmercia.police.uk
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CHILDREN’S PAGE
Did you try the no-cook tray bake biscuits which were on
sale at the Whittington Together event at the castle last
August? – well here is the recipe for you to make some for
Christmas. The quantities given will make 18 squares or 36
bite-sized pieces; you might like to wrap a few up and give
them as a present. Ask an adult to help with the measuring.
250grammes (9 ounces) Fairtrade dark chocolate, chopped
125 grammes (4½ ounces) unsalted butter, diced
397 grammes (14 ounces) can condensed milk
360 grammes (12½ ounces) ginger biscuits, crushed
50 grammes (1¾ ounces) Fairtrade raisins
90 grammes (3 ounces or 4 lumps) stem ginger, finely
chopped
3 tablespoons stem ginger syrup
Line a 22 x 30 centimetre (9 x 12 inch) tin with cling film or
baking parchment.
Slowly melt together in a large saucepan the chocolate,
butter and condensed milk on a low heat, mixing well.
Add the other ingredients and combine them altogether
thoroughly.
Pour the mixture into the baking tin and level the mixture
out.
Place in the fridge and leave there until set.
Tip: Best cut into bite-size pieces as this recipe is very rich
and indulgent.
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pick up at Rosehill at 12:00noon, then the hall, the Three Trees bus stop and
finally Babbinswood. Lunch is booked 12:30 for 1:00pm.
At the moment we have nothing planned for January
On behalf of the committee, I would like to wish all the
readers of ‘The Ripple’ a very happy Christmas and hope
Santa brings you all you ask for. I would also like to thank
you all of you who support the club by attending the events
and providing raffle prizes.
Gillian Roberts (Secretary)
01691 662236
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

10:30am Sunday 15 December, Whittington Church

Messy Church Nativity Service

A fun and lively telling of the Christmas story for all ages
Come dressed up to join in or just come as you are.
We will also have a few costumes available on the morning so if you’d
like to use one of these, please come at 10.00am.
Followed by Christmas refreshments

Everyone welcome
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Shaking hands – If you are attending various Christmas social events this
month, consider this: when you shake hands with someone, how long should
you hold on for? It seems that the ideal time is no more than three seconds.
Recent research at the University of Dundee found that shaking someone’s
hand in a ‘prolonged manner’ (longer than three seconds) triggers anxiety in
the other person. Apparently, the U.S. President hangs on to people’s hands
for up to 13 seconds.
9

The Children’s Society
Time to open the boxes! Kindly bring your boxes to
church before Sunday 12th January 2020, or ring
me to make alternative arrangements if necessary
please.
We can then get the boxes opened, and the contents
to the Society’s Head Office quickly. Once again thank you for your support
in helping the young people in the Children’s Society care.
Mike Phipps - 01691 670940
Parish Secretary to the Children’s Society
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
CHRISTMAS FOODBANK DONATIONS
The Parish Church will be a collection point this year for festive donations
for the local Foodbank.
Suggested items include: Along with the usual items - tea, coffee, cereal,
tins and dried goods etc... they are particularly asking for Christmas cakes
and puddings, Stollen cake, tinned ham, tins of biscuits, savoury biscuits and
crackers (to pull!) Anything a bit ‘special’ would be welcome.
The latest date that these Christmas items can be dropped off at the church is
Sunday 15th December 2019 at the 10:30am Messy Nativity Service, so that
John & Lynn can deliver them to the Foodbank on 16th December in good
time for distribution before Christmas.
The Trussell Trust is also campaigning to get the 5 week waiting time for
people going onto Universal Credit reduced to 2 weeks, and you may like to
sign their petition. This can be found by visiting the Trussell Trust website:
www.trusselltrust.org
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Christmas stamps – Maria went to the Post Office
to buy stamps for her Christmas cards.’ What
denomination?’ asked the clerk. ‘Oh! Good
heavens! Have we come to this?’ said Maria, ‘Well
give me 50 Methodist and 50 Church of England
ones please.’
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LAST RECOMMENDED POSTING DAYS FOR CHRISTMAS
UK internal –
2nd Class and Royal Mail Signed For – 18th December
1st Class and Royal Mail Signed For – 20th December
International Standard (formerly Airmail), International Tracking and
Signature Services
Operational BFPOs – 25th November
Africa, Asia, Caribbean, Central and South America, Far and
Middle East – 9th December
Cyprus, Malta – 10th Dec
Eastern Europe (except Czech Republic, Poland
and Slovakia) – 11th December
Australia, Greece, New Zealand, Turkey – 12th December
Static BFPOs – 13th December
Canada, Czech Republic, Finland, Italy, Poland Sweden and
USA – 14th December
Austria, Denmark, Germany Iceland, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal,
Slovakia, Spain, Switzerland – 16th December
Belgium, France, Ireland, Luxembourg – 18th December
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Coffee & Company
Come and Enjoy
a
Cup of Coffee or Tea
and a chat
in
Whittington Church - Thursday 19h December
10:00am – 12:00noon

All are very welcome - Entrance is free
Voluntary Donations to the Church
Worry is the interest you pay on trouble before it comes
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the chancel, may perhaps look better in the sanctuary and I turn all the
heating off throughout the season, explaining that it will help the flowers to
last. All Services will start five minutes early (was my watch rather fast?) so
I can look disapprovingly at those still coming in while we are singing the
first carol and making it clear that I think they had spent too long in the pub
next door.
And so we all reach Christmas morning, with 12 months of planning having
gone yet again slightly awry, with parishioners exhausted and I exhilarated at
the chaos that has been created with such ease. Mr Cromwell, your spirit
lives on.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
November Crossword Answers
ACROSS: 1, Jehoiachin. 7, Endured. 8, Eased. 10, Rash. 11, Startled.
13, Easier. 15, Rubric. 17, Impurity. 18, Feet. 21, Eye at. 22, Ready to.
23, Holy Spirit.
DOWN: 1, Judas. 2, Harm. 3, Is duty. 4, Cheerful. 5, Insular. 6, Jezreelite.
9, Dedication. 12, Secretly. 14, Supremo. 16, Stir up. 19. Egypt. 20, Hair.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Popular toys for Christmas?
According to the toy shop Hamleys, board games are going to be popular
this Christmas – but not as you knew them. Instead, the ‘smart’ version of
Pictionary has been called one of the ‘must-have’ toys this Christmas. It is
just one of many classic board games which have been given a digital
makeover, including Monopoly.
Another toy that is set to be popular is the Scruffa-Luv Rescue Pet. The toy begins its life as a
matted furry ball, and with love and care from the
child, it is slowly revealed to be a pink or blue
dog or cat. The toy features over 35 sounds and
interactions with the child, from shivering and
whimpering to feeding and even the hiccups.
Bakery – Did you hear about the bakery that was burgled at Christmas?
Everything was stollen!
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FIRST FEMALE MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT TAKES HER SEAT
IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
100 years ago, on 1st Dec 1919 Lady Nancy Astor became the first female
Member of Parliament (MP) to take her seat in the House of Commons.
However she was not the first woman MP – that was Constance Markievicz,
an Irish Republican who, although elected in 1918, did not take her seat.
Constance was the eldest daughter of a Baronet, an explorer and adventurer,
an Anglo-Irish landlord of an estate in County Sligo. She decided to train as
an artist and it was whilst living in Paris that she met her husband Casimir
Markievicz, a Pole, known as “Count Markievicz”, though enquiries
revealed he had taken the title “without right”; Constance adopted the title of
Countess, and they settled in Dublin. In 1908 she became actively involved
in Irish politics; joining Sinn Féin and campaigning, with her sister in
Manchester, to oppose Winston Churchill’s (Liberal Party) election to
Parliament; he subsequently lost the seat to a Conservative. Constance was
jailed on several occasions for her support for Irish independence, the first
time in 1911, speaking at an Irish Republican Brotherhood meeting
protesting against King George V’s visit to Ireland. In 1916 she took part in
the Easter Rising, supervising the setting up of the barricades; the British
officer who was to accept their eventual surrender was married to a first
cousin of Constance. At her trial she was sentenced to death, but because of
her sex, was instead commuted to life in prison. In July 1916 she was moved
to a prison in England but was released in 1917 as the government in
London granted a general amnesty for those who had
participated in it. On 28th December 1918 Constance
was elected to Parliament for the constituency of
Dublin St. Patrick’s, making her the first woman elected
to the UK House of Commons; however, in line with
Sinn Féin policy, she did not take her seat.
She did serve as Minister for Labour from April 1919
until January 1922 in the Parliament of the revolutionary Irish Republic,
becoming both the first Irish female cabinet minister, and at the same time,
only the second female government minister in Europe. She was the only
female cabinet minister in Irish history until 1979. Constance died of
complications related to appendicitis on 15th July 1927 at the age of 59. The
act declaring Ireland (Éire) to be a Republic was passed in 1948, but only
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came into force on 18th April 1949 – Easter Monday.
By comparison Nancy Astor, born in Virginia, USA was the eighth of eleven
children, and whose father, a railroad business man, struggled to make ends
meet following the abolition of slavery and the destruction caused by the
American Civil War; but by the time she was a teenager he had made his
fortune in construction, rail and tobacco. At the age of 18 she met and
married her first husband, but it was an unhappy marriage, they eventually
divorced in 1903. In 1905, along with her sister Phyllis, Nancy moved to
England where she met Waldorf Astor, son of Viscount Astor, owner of the
Independent newspaper. They clicked, both being American ex-patriates and
both having been born on 19 May 1879, and were married within 6 months.
The couple moved into Cliveden, a wedding gift from Waldorf’s father.
Encouraged by Nancy, Waldorf developed an interest in politics and was
elected to Parliament, at the second attempt, in December 1910 for the
borough of Plymouth (later to become Plymouth Sutton). Following his
father’s death in October 1919 he succeeded to his father’s peerage,
automatically becoming a member of the House of Lords (making Nancy
‘Viscountess Astor’). The 1918 Parliament (qualification of Women) Act
allowed women to become MPs and Nancy decided to contest her husband’s
now vacant seat. Her natural wit and charm was said to endear her to voters
of all classes, though her opposition to alcohol consumption and ignorance
of current political issues were a drawback, she used women’s meetings to
gain their support and won the election; beating her main
rival Liberal Isaac Foot (father of the late Labour Party
leader Michael Foot). She became the first woman to
take her seat in the House of Commons on 1st December
1919 as a Unionist Member of Parliament, sponsored by
Prime Minister David Lloyd George and Lord President
of the Council and former Prime Minister Arthur Balfour.
Nancy made her maiden speech on 24th February 1920 to an audience of over
500, mostly hostile, male MPs. She strongly advocated women’s rights and
also spoke about the perils of alcohol and its effect on women and children.
She supported the lowering of voting age for women to 21 and the proposed
raising of the age of alcohol consumption to 18 (it was set at 14 in
1901).Nancy was the only woman in the House of Commons for almost 2
years supporting welfare reforms, the development and expansion of nursery
schools, the recruitment of women into the civil service, the police force,
12

On the best ways for a vicar to disrupt Christmas

The Rectory
St. James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
I am sorry I was not alive during that wonderful fouryear period when Oliver Cromwell abolished
Christmas. Just think! No Christmas parties, no carol services, no cards to
send and no frantic last-minute shopping. That man was a hero.
Planning for Christmas at St James’ normally starts on 2nd January. By
Easter, the flowers for church have been colour coordinated, the seating
plans and table decorations for the Christmas party have been allocated (with
nominated reserves in case someone should inconveniently die in the
intervening eight months). Long before Summer is over, the tree lights have
been tested, music for the 9 Lessons and Carols Service has been chosen and
the service sheets printed. Way before the dark nights set in, car parking
attendants will have been found, those who are to light all the candles will
have been rehearsed to perfection and the brass lectern has had its annual
polish.
We do not do spontaneity at St James the Least of All. If ever there was a
service when time for something unexpected was allowed, its place would be
announced in the order of service, how long it would happen unexpectedly
would have been decided by a committee and who was to be spontaneous
would have been allocated on a rota.
The one person none of these well-meaning, efficient, committed organisers
can control is the Rector. You could call it a staff perk.
Carols will (accidentally, of course) be announced in the wrong order; if
verse 3 was to be omitted, I announce it will be verse 4. This keeps the
organist on his toes while the choir hovers on the point of a collective
nervous breakdown. At the Christmas supper, my introductory welcome
speech and extensive grace make those in the kitchen wonder if the
vegetables being boiled should better be served as thick soup.
I offer helpful suggestion that the tree, having been installed and decorated in
25

11 Which British monarch changed the customary Christmas fare of the
goose to the turkey?
a) Queen Victoria
b) King George III
c) King Henry VIII
12 At what time on British television on Christmas Day is the Queen’s
Speech first broadcast?
a) 3:00pm
b) 12:00am
c) 2:00pm
13 In which country on New Year’s Eve do you collect at each party a
“cotillion” – a kind of party bag containing sweets and whistles?
a) Spain
b) France
c) Portugal
14 In which English county did revelers chalk a symbol of a man on a
log in a cheery reference to the human sacrifices that were once
thrown on the bonfire?
a) Cornwall
b) Lincolnshire
c) Dorset
15 In which year was the Queen’s first speech broadcast on television?
a) 1967
b) 1962
c) 1957
16 In which country is your age measured not in years but by how many
Christmases you’ve lived through?
a) The Philippines
b) Papua New Guinea c) Mexico
17 What does the word “hederated” mean?
a) Getting the sack at work just before Christmas
b) Adorned with ivy
c) Beautifully wrapped
18 In which country do some priests advise you to say “Happy
Christmas”, not “Merry Christmas”, because merry has connotations
of getting drunk?
a) Australia
b) Finland
c) Denmark
19 Why was Christmas Day particularly special to Conrad Hilton,
Humphrey Bogart and Sir Isaac Newton?
a) It was the day they died
b) It was the date of their respective weddings
c) It was the day they were born
20 Hanging gifts on trees is supposed to have stemmed from what?
a) Tree worship of the Druids
b) A German custom that started first with baubles
c) The lack of tree decorations for sale during World War I
21 In which country does the “consoada” feast take place at midnight
on Christmas Eve?
a) Portugal
b) Mexico
c) Spain
24

Age doesn’t always bring wisdom. Sometimes age comes alone. Anon

education reform and the treatment of juvenile victims of crime. In the 1930s
both Astors supported Chamberlain’s appeasement policy, being opposed to
engaging in the Second World War, before Nancy became critical of his
leadership, and voted against the Government in May 1940, helping Winston
Churchill to become Prime Minister. In 1937 Nancy was made a Companion
of Honour and in 1939 Waldorf was appointed Lord Mayor of Plymouth,
despite not being a member of the city council – an honour which had been
given only once before to Sir Francis Drake. Representing Plymouth as an
MP and as Lady Mayoress during the Second World War she did, despite her
opposition to the war, run a hospital for Canadian soldiers.
Nancy started to lose popularity and became increasingly erratic often
making long-winded speeches. She was right-wing, pro-colonial and antiCommunist, as well as being anti-Jewish and anti-Catholic, despite having
many Catholic friends; opposing the hiring of Catholics or Jews to work on
her husband’s newspaper, and even stating that alcohol was the reason
England’s national cricket team was defeated by the Australians. Nancy was
MP for Plymouth Sutton for 26 years until the 1945 election which she did
not contest; that year 24 women became MPs. Her marriage to Waldorf
became strained and they lived apart for a number of years before
reconciling shortly before his death in September 1952. In 1959 she was
made an honorary Freeman of the City of Plymouth. The same year
Viscountess Astor performed the launching ceremony for HMS Plymouth,
the first ship for 250 years to bear the name; she died 2nd May 1964.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Bethlehemian Rhapsody
If you enjoy the song Bohemian Rhapsody, and would like the ‘Christmas
version’, complete with singing puppets, take a look at this on You Tube. It
is from last year, but still well worth the visit!
https://youtu.be/IxvMkSKRWOA

WE WISH ALL OUR READERS OF
“THE RIPPLE”
A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS
AND
A HEALTHY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR
13

WHITTINGTON
COMMUNITY CAROL SERVICE
at YE OLDE BOOTE INN

WEDNESDAY

18th DECEMBER

5:30pm

COME AND MEET SANTA
and the Dray Shire Horse
Enjoy a hot chocolate drink and mince
pies – and join in the singing with the
Clef Hangers Choir
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CHRISTMAS QUIZ
1. In which year was the first Christmas card printed in England?
a) 1863
b) 1883
c) 1843
2. Who introduced Christmas carols to formal church services?
b) Queen Victoria
b) The Archbishop of Canterbury
c) St Francis of Assisi
3. Which foreign city gives the City of Westminster a Christmas tree
every year to adorn Trafalgar Square?
a) Stockholm
b) Bergen
c) Oslo
4. Which American President decorated the first White House
Christmas tree?
a) Franklin Pierce
b) Franklin Roosevelt
c) Abraham Lincoln
5. What do red berries represent at Christmas?
a) The brightness of life despite winter’s gloom
b) The fruit of our summer harvest
c) The drops of Christ’s blood
6. What is the biggest selling Christmas single of all time?
a) Band Aid’s “Do They Know It’s Christmas?”
b) Queen’s “Bohemian Rhapsody”
c) Bing Crosby’s “White Christmas”
7. In which country did baubles, the ornamentals balls on a Christmas
tree, originate?
a) Spain
b) Germany c) France
8. Why was Christmas Day particularly special to W.C. Field, Princess
Alexandra and Charlie Chaplin?
a) It was the day they died
b) It was their birthday
c) It was the date of their respective weddings
9. In Scots dialect what is a yule-hole?
a) An outdoor privy where a guest threw up in order to empty his
stomach for more feasting?
b) A man’s mouth that enjoys a wee dram of whiskey as part of the
Hogmanay traditions
c) The last hole to which a man could stretch his belt at a
Christmas feast
10. With the recent addition of Rudolph, how many reindeer does Santa
have?
a) 12
b) 6
c) 9
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RUDOLF THE RED-NOSED REINDEER
Rudolf the Red-Nosed Reindeer first
appeared in a marketing campaign
for retailer Montgomery Ward on 1st
December 1939. It was company
policy to give away colouring books, in
all of its shops, each Christmas to bring
children and their parents in. In 1939
the company decided to produce the
books themselves, in order to save on
cost, and during that Christmas campaign, as “the perfect Christmas crowdbringer”, the company gave away more than 2 million copies of the book in
its first year; rising to 6 million by 1946.
The story of Rudolf was written as a poem by Robert May, an employee of
the company. It was written in the same metre as “’Twas a night before
Christmas” telling the relatable story of a small, shy character who is
ostracized by those around him. In a rare act of corporate generosity, the
retailer handed over the Rudolf rights to its creator in 1947, who was
struggling financially following his wife’s death. Robert May became a
millionaire through licensing the character as Rudolf appeared in cartoons,
songs, comic animations and even a feature-length film.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Spare a Thought this Christmas
Fifteen years ago on 26th December 2004 the Indian Ocean earthquake and
Tsunami (also known as the Boxing Day Tsunami) took place. A massive
undersea earthquake near Sumatra caused a devastating tsunami that
swamped coastal areas in Indonesia, Sri Lanka, India, Thailand and Africa. It
was one of the deadliest natural disasters in recorded history, killing over
230,000 people in 14 countries.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Shopping – The manager of a department store put this notice in the
window: ‘If you need it this Christmas, we have it.’ But in the window of a
rival, a sign appeared, stating: ‘If we don’t have it, you don’t need it.’
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Christmas is weird – What other time of the year do you sit in front of a
dead tree and eat sweets out of your socks?
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IN TIMES OF STRESS
Grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change
The courage to change things I cannot accept
And the wisdom to hide
The bodies of those I had to kill today
Because they got on my nerves.
Also help me to be careful of the toes I step on today
As they may be connected
To the feet I have to kiss tomorrow
Help me always to give 100%...
12% on Monday
23% on Tuesday
40% on Wednesday
20% on Thursday
and
5% on Friday…
That it takes 42 muscles to frown
and
only 28 to smile…
(…but using more muscles burns more calories…)
Anne Tempest
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
It may be Christmas, but does it meet Health and Safety….?!
(Just wait until political correctness gets hold of a well-loved carol…)
While Shepherds Watched
Their flocks by night
All seated on the ground
The angel of the Lord came down
And glory shone around

The Union of Shepherds has
complained that it breaches health and
safety regulations to insist that
shepherds watch their flocks without
appropriate seating arrangements
being provided. Therefore benches,
stools and orthopaedic chairs are now available. Please note, the angel of
the Lord is reminded that before shining his/her glory all around she/he must
ascertain that all shepherds have been issued with glasses capable of
filtering out the harmful effects of UVA, UVB and Glory.
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Shine a light in the
darkness for children this Christingle
On:
At:

Monday 24th December
4:00 pm
WHITTINGTON CHURCH

DECEMBER at Whittington Castle
14th /15th 11:00am – 1:00pm and 2:00 – 4:00pm
Children’s Christmas Party; cost £10 per
child (+ a mince pie and hot drink for 1 adult
per child). To include a Craft session, games,
refreshments, a visit from Father Christmas and
present along with a Good Behaviour Certificate from him. Booking
essential, places limited; contact details below.
27th/28th/29th December & 2nd/3rd January 12:00 noon Join our guide for a
historic walking tour of the Castle grounds and the rooms inside.
Learn about its fascinating history and changes over the years. Then
warm-up with a hot drink and mince pie or cake in the Tearoom.
Cost £5 per person; no need to book.
Whittington Castle will be open Wednesday to Sunday until 22nd December;
open Friday 27th – Sunday 29th December; open 2nd – 5th January 2020 and
then open all year Wednesday to Sunday 10:00-4:00pm. We do not close
over the winter. Whittington Castle would like to thank everyone for their
support and wishes everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

We will be holding a
Special Christingle
Celebration of light,
In aid of The
Children’s Society
And its work for
Disadvantaged
Children. We hope
You will join us for
This joyful and moving
Service.

Sue Ellis, Castle Manager – Telephone 01691 662500
E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk
Website: ww.whittingtoncastle.co.uk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Plough Sunday Service 4:30pm, 27th January 2020

A Voluntary Society of
the Church of England
All proceeds go to The Children’s Society.
www.childrenssociety.org.uk
Charity Registration No: 221124
Christingle originated in the Monravian Church in 1747
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Our preacher at the service will be
the Right Reverend Sarah Bullock,
Bishop of Shrewsbury. The service
will be followed by supper at Oswestry
Rugby Club at 6:00pm. Tickets should
Be booked with Mark Jones – 01691657547 and the cost is £12.50 for
adults, £5 for children.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Biscuit – As we were putting out biscuits for Father Christmas on Christmas
Eve, one fell on the floor. When I picked it up and placed it back on the
plate, my four-year-old was horrified. “You can’t do that!” “Don’t worry,”
I assured him. “Father Christmas will never know.” He shot me a suspicious
look. “So, he knows if I’ve been bad or good, but he doesn’t know the
biscuit fell on the floor?”
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH
For those who do not enjoy mixed fruit, this cake could also be served as a
pudding.
TIRAMISU CAKE
CAKE
FOR THE ICING
Butter for greasing
4 large eggs
100g (4oz) caster sugar
100g (4oz) self-raising flour
1 tbsp instant coffee granules
1 tbsp boiling water
SOAKING LIQUID
50ml (2fl oz) brandy
3 tbsp freshly prepared coffee
3 tbsp boiling water

2 x 250g tubs full-fat
mascarpone cheese
150 ml (5fl oz)
double cream
3 tbsp icing sugar (sifted)
4 tbsp grated plain
chocolate
(at least 50% cocoa solids)
2 x 20cm (8inch) round
sandwich tins, greased
with the butter, and bottoms
lined with baking paper

Oven 180°C/160°fan/gas 4
Combine all the ingredients for the soaking liquid in a bowl and set aside.
Place the eggs and sugar in a large bowl and whisk together until the mixture
is pale and thick and the beaters leave a trail on the surface, (about 5 mins
using a hand-held electric whisk or free-standing food mixer).
Sift over the flour and fold in gently using a metal spoon or spatula, taking
care not to over-mix. Dissolve the coffee in the hot water and stir into mix.
Divide the mixture equally between the 2 prepared tins and bake in the oven
for 20-25 minutes or until risen, golden and springy to the touch.
Turn the cakes out onto a wire rack and remove baking paper.
Brush the soaking liquid over each cake and leave to cool completely.
Meanwhile, place the mascarpone cheese in a large bowl and beat until
smooth using a wooden spoon or electric hand whisk on a low setting.
Gradually beat in the double cream and icing sugar to make a creamy
spreadable icing.
Place one sponge, soaked side up, on a flat serving plate, spoon over half the
mascarpone icing and scatter over half the grated chocolate. Place the second
sponge on top, soaked side down, spread over the remaining icing and dust
with remaining chocolate. (Store in fridge, in container, if made 1 day ahead)
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JOHN FLAMSTEED
I can hear you saying – who is he? Born 19th August 1646 in a Derbyshire
village John Flamsteed founded the Greenwich Observatory, and was the
first astronomer royal. At the age of 14 John developed a chronic rheumatic
condition and his father decided not to send him to university. John however
studied astronomy on his own without the help of teachers for 7 years and
later (1670-74) continued his education at Cambridge University thanks to
his patron Jonas Moore, persuading Charles II to grant a warrant for him to
study at Jesus College.
In 1670 John wrote a report to the Royal Society on the need for a new
observatory which resulted in the founding (1675) of the Royal Greenwich
Observatory, of which he was the first director (and hence Astronomer
Royal).He was charged
by King Charles with
drawing up a map of
the
heavens
with
enough accuracy to be
reliable for navigation,
no less than: “the
rectifying of the tables
of the motions of the
heavens, and the places
of the fixed stars, so as
to find out the so much desired longitude of places for the perfecting of the
art of navigation.” he became a member of the Royal Society in 1677. He
found that he himself had to supply all the instruments at Greenwich, apart
from a few gifts; he was forced to take private pupils to augment his income.
A small inheritance from his father, who died in 1688, provided the means to
construct a mural arc, a wall-mounted instrument for measuring the altitudes
of stars as they passed the meridian.
The latter part of Flamsteed’s life passed in controversy over the publication
of his excellent stellar observations. He struggled to withhold them until
completed, but they were urgently needed by Isaac Newton (he required data
for his understanding of the Moon’s orbit), and Edmond Halley, (best known
for the comet bearing his name), among others. Newton, through the Royal
Society, led the movement for their immediate publication. In 1704 Prince
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George of Denmark undertook the cost of publication, and, despite the
prince’s death in 1708 and Flamsteed’s objections, the incomplete
observations were edited by Halley, and 400 copies were printed in 1712.
Flamsteed later managed to burn 300 of them. His own star catalogue,
Historia Coelestis Britannica (1725), listed more 3,000 stars, gaving their
positions much more accurately than any other previous work. Some stars,
such as 61 Cygni, are still known by their numbers in his system.
Flamsteed was a perfectionist and was not an easy man to get on with; he
was described as “Possessed of an attitude that can only be described as
uncompromising, he was an intemperate man even by the standards of an
intemperate age. The particular and enduring subject of his passion was
Edmond Halley. The last thirty years of Flamsteed's extensive
correspondence is infused with vituperative remarks about the man who
should have been his most natural ally.”
It was ironical that his greatest enemy, Halley, should succeed him as the
second Astronomer Royal. John Flamsteed died on 31st December 1719.
The title Astronomer Royal is an honour awarded to an eminent astronomer
who is expected to advise the monarch on astronomical matters; the
appointment is made with the advice of the Prime Minister of the day. The
position was created by King Charles II at the same time that he set up the
Royal Observatory, thus John Flamsteed was the first Astronomer Royal; the
appointee receives a stipend of £100 a year and is a member of the Royal
Household. While the Observatory was being constructed, John Flamsteed
took up residence in the Tower of London. His astronomical duties were
often disrupted by the ravens at the Tower who would perch on and foul his
telescopes. The King was on the point of giving orders for the ravens to be
disposed of when he was told of the tradition that said when the ravens left
the Tower, the Tower would fall, and probably the throne also. The ravens at
the Tower are still cared for to this day. Because of astronomy’s role in
navigation, their work was often entwined with the stories of Britain’s great
explorers such as Capt. James Cook and of course the story of longitude.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
FREE DRAMA WORKSHOP OPEN
TO ALL IN JANUARY
In what has now become an annual tradition the LADS
drama group is holding a free workshop on the first Sunday in January. A
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fun way to start the new year, try something new, make new friends. We are
a friendly group and we welcome anyone who would like to come along.
You can watch or join in without any pressure.
Pant Memorial hall Sunday January 5th 10am to 4pm but you don’t have to
stay all day. Programme to be confirmed but if you would like more
information call Marg Kynaston on 01691 830558 or email:
markyn@hotmail.com – Refreshments provided, bring a packed lunch.
WHITTINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
The November meeting was our Annual General Meeting. However before
the AGM commenced the business side of affairs were discussed. This
included: distributing copies of our Spring Show to all members and
providing members with information regarding Oswestry Show in 2020.
There were also details of various events that members could participate in
including contributing crafts, marmalades, jams etc to a fund raising event in
the Senior Citizens’ Hall on November 30th between 10:00am – 12.00 noon;
the Oswestry North Carol Service and Shropshire Federation of Women’s
Institutes Centenary carol Service in Shrewsbury; the Origins Lunch in
January 2020; Birmingham Royal Ballet February 2020 and the Shropshire
Federation of Women’s Institutes Annual Meeting in June 2020.
The AGM then took place and Marian Young was elected President; Joyce
Howard stood down as Secretary and Sandy Forde was nominated and
elected Secretary in her place. Joyce was presented with flowers and a gift is
on its way!!! The rest of the committee remains the same as no new
nominees were proposed. The posts of responsibility for individual
committee members was reviewed and endorsed. There was a tie for the
Shield won by Julie Sheffield and Susan Barclay for most points in the
monthly competitions; Julie won the cup for the most entries into
competitions throughout 2019. A raffle was won by Margaret Hulson.
The next meeting will be the Christmas meeting with a short sketch, games,
poems and refreshments made by the committee. A gift costing no more than
£5.00 to be part of a Secret Santa is to be provided by members attending.
Jo Thomasson
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