
   
 
 

 
WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:   
Second Wednesday in the month in the Community Centre 

Secretary: Mrs Sandy Forde                                                            Tel:654610 
 

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:  
Chairman: Jonjo Evans       Tel:671300 

Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis            Tel:662500 
 

BELL RINGING: Details from Brian Rothera   Tel:657778  
                                                                                 
BROWNIES, GUIDES:   
6:00-7:15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre  

Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere              Tel:624390                                                                        
 

BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:  
Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen) 

2 Heather Bank, Gobowen          Tel:658016 

e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com 
 

WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:  
Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions 

Leaders:  Dawn and Mandy                                                      Tel:670127 

Meet in the Community Centre 9:00am – 3:00pm 
 

SENIOR CITIZENS: 
Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning  

All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall 

Secretary:  Mrs Gillian Roberts, 4 Western Avenue   Tel:662236  
 

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE: 
The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White 

Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm.  

 

 CHURCH WEBSITE: www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk  

MESSY CHURCH: https://m.facebook.com/stjohnthebaptistwhittington/ 
 

SCHOOL WEBSITE: www.whittingtonschool.co.uk  
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SUNDAY SERVICES:  

  8:00am    4th Sunday Holy Communion  

                          11:00am   Parish Communion weekly    

 

6:30pm    1st Sunday Holy Communion According to the  

    Book of Common Prayer  

  6:30pm    3rd Sunday Informal worship 

   

4:00pm    2nd Sunday – Explore Together service 

      Messy Church – Currently “At Home” 

 

WEEKDAYS: 9:30am     Holy Communion - Thursday  

                            

RECTOR: Reverend Suzan Williams   Tel:238658 

The Rectory, Whittington SY11 4DF – email: revwilliams1991@icloud.com  

      

CHURCHWARDENS:   
Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington Tel:670940 

 

Mrs G Roberts, 4 Western Avenue, Whittington, SY11 4BP  Tel:662236 

e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com    

 

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington   Tel:656389 
                                                                  
ORGANIST:   Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall   Tel:662116 
 

MAGAZINE:        

Editor:               Miss A Ward, Manor Garden, 5 Boot Street,  Tel:672838 

  Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com 

 

Distribution:      Mrs C Hughes, 9 Rosehill Close, SY11 4DY Tel:662417 

 
WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL:   
Headteacher: Mr Carl Rogers      Tel:662269 

e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk 
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December 2021 

             Season’s Greetings 
 
I’m sat at my desk writing my article for December, and am 

still in a bit of denial that Christmas is a mere seven weeks 

away. I wonder if you’re one of those people who’s superbly 

organised and already have your Christmas cards written, the Christmas 

pudding and cake made, and your presents not only bought, but also 

wrapped. This year there has been talk of shortages and issues in the shops, 

which has led to all sorts of panic buying again, but thankfully not a repeat 

of the loo roll shortages we faced last year. This has got me thinking how 

unfair it is to panic buy. What about those among our communities who 

don’t have the means to stock up on extras, or those who are reliant on our 

local foodbank to make ends meet? Please don’t misunderstand me I’m not 

saying it’s wrong to be organised and start to put things away to prepare. My 

mum had to do that when we were growing up to spread the cost, and lots of 

folk are in that same boat today. But what I am suggesting is let’s think of 

others a bit more and maybe support the work of our local foodbank whose 

volunteers and manager, Liz Jermy, have been working around the clock to 

support the most vulnerable and needy during the last twenty months of the 

Pandemic. Maybe we could consider becoming a volunteer, or supporting 

the project financially, with donations, as I know many of you already do. 

 

As we look towards welcoming Jesus, as a vulnerable baby, once more, as 

we do each year at Christmas, let’s not leave the most important present that 

any of us can ever receive, unopened.  May we appreciate all that has been 

given to us freely and consider what faith might begin to look like for us in 

our situation and circumstance. 

 

If you would like to explore faith further and have questions that are tricky to 

answer, please consider signing up for our Alpha course which will start on 

Wednesday 26th January in the Senior Citizens’ Hall, at 7:30pm. We will  
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CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY:          Tel:830901 
Jacqui Whitley  jacquiwhitley@yahoo.com               
 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: 
Richard Beaman      Tel:659166 
 

BOWLING SECRETARY: 
Hannah Hampson  whittingtonbowlssec@outlook.com    
 

TREASURER: 
Graham Humphreys – grahamhumphreys63@gmail.com Tel:622385 
 

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY: 
Mrs Kath Griffiths       Tel:662116   
 

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON 
AND WEST FELTON: 
Mr Stephen Charmley, The Coppers, Park Street, Oswestry SY11 2HF             

e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk     

Tel: 07870280747  
WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL: 
Amy Jones (Clerk to the Council)                Tel: 829571 

Held the fourth Tuesday in the month        

clerk@whittingtonpc.com 

http://www.whittingtonpc.com  
 

WHITTINGTON YOUTH CLUB: (Facebook page: Whittington 

Youth). Meets every Thursday evening 7:00pm – 8:30pm in the Senior 

Citizens’ Hall; entry fee £2.  A wide range of activities for 10-16 year olds 

supervised by qualified youth workers and activity coaches from The New 

Saints FC Foundation Ltd.  Telephone 01691 889791 or email: 

info@tnsfcfoundation.org.uk for further information 
 

BAPTISM SECRETARY: 
Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington  Tel:681036  

e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk 
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family!). He went to France as a diplomat before WWI and mortgaged parts 

of the estate to purchase paintings, sculptures and other furnishings for the 

house. He and his wife, Teresa moved into Attingham and restored as much 

as they were able on limited means, selling 4,000 of the original 8,000 acres 

to make this possible. When Thomas died in 1947, he left the house to the 

National Trust; they leased it to a college for a few years before making the 

extensive restorations that you can see today. There was a 9th Lord Berwick 

after the house was given to the National Trust. Charles was the son of yet 

another son of the prolific 4th Lord – the clergyman. Sadly, he was another 

childless bachelor. 

 

Attingham Park is now considered to be one of the most complete Georgian 

houses in the country, but visitors will not see any evidence of a nursery. So, 

what happened to Noel’s wife you may ask? Anne was forced to live in Italy 

because she could not afford to maintain a separate household in England. 

Her three daughters moved with her; only the eldest, Henrietta would in 

1793 marry Charles Brudenell-Bruce who was later made 1st Marquess of 

Ailesbury; they had 6 children. 

 

Ironically the Berwick family motto was “He should possess wealth who 

knows how to use it”.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

34 

begin with a simple meal together and then explore topics like: Who is 

Jesus? Why did Jesus die? How do I read the Bible? and other related 

subjects.  

 

Here is a link to the Alpha website below, and please do contact me for any 

more information: https://alpha.org.uk/tryalpha 

 

With Every Blessing to both you and your family  

this Christmastide 

 

Suzan 

 

 
 

 
 

friday 24th December at Whittington 
Castle 

at 4:00pm 
 

Please come along to join us for our annual Christingle service at 

Whittington Castle. Our hope is that this year will be different to last 

year in that you won’t have to be in your cars. Please come dressed as 

your favourite Nativity character and take part in an interactive 

retelling of the purpose of the Christingle with songs, activities and 

more. You will be able to order hot drinks in advance and will need to 

pop in and pay for them in advance. 

 

Contact Suzan for more details:  

revwilliams1991@icloud.com or Tel: 01691 238658 
3  
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DIARY 
 

3-12 9:00am-4:00pm Experience Christmas – an opportunity for everyone  

   to experience the same interactive Christmas  

   Journey in church as our school children will have  

   on 2nd December 
 

5 SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

 11:00am    Parish Communion   

6:30pm     Sunday Holy Communion According to the Book of  

  Common Prayer  
 

7 2:00-3:00pm Praise and Play in church 

 3:00pm  Senior Citizens’ Christmas Tea in their hall; further  

   details on page 13-14 
 

8 LAST DAY for magazine material for the January edition of the   

   “Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, Manor Garden,  

   5 Boot Street, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com 
 

9:30am  Holy Communion 
 

12 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

 11:00am Parish Communion 
 

14 12:15pm  Coach for Senior Citizens’ Christmas Lunch at  

   Henlle Golf Club starts from Rosehill; further  

   details page 13-14 

2:00-3:00pm Praise and Play in church 
 

 15 1:30pm  Whittington Church of England School Key Stage 1  

   Children Christmas service; parents welcome 
 

 7:00pm  Whittington WI meets in the Community Centre 

4 

at just 43. Their children were the only children to live and enjoy Christmas 

celebrations at Attingham. Sadly, many of Noel’s descendants were either 

spendthrifts or lifelong bachelors.  

 

His eldest son, Thomas was just 19 when he inherited the title, 2nd Lord  

Berwick, and he was 41 before he married Sophia, daughter of a Swiss 

clock-maker, a courtesan of just 17. Thomas had extravagant tastes,  

commissioning John Nash, architect of the Brighton Pavilion, to design a 

picture gallery and library with a fabulous, and almost instantly leaky, glass 

roof for Attingham in 1805. Both Thomas and Sophia were spendthrifts and 

2 bankruptcy auctions were needed to pay off their debts, virtually emptying 

the house of its best paintings and furniture. They moved to Italy and 

Thomas died childless. 

 

Noel’s 2nd son, William, now inherited the title and was then ambassador to 

Italy. He had managed to buy back much of the furniture and paintings at the 

auctions and until he inherited, he furnished the house with Italian furniture, 

some of which came from the home of Caroline Murat, Napoleon’s sister 

and the Queen of Naples. William had several children with his Italian 

mistress, but they never married so the children could not inherit. 

 

The estate now passed to the 3rd son, Richard, a clergyman. Whilst not 

expecting to inherit, Richard did enjoy the life of a country gentleman and, 

was apparently, particularly fond of a drop or two, making a large dent in the 

estate cellars; it was said he “swallowed more wine than any man in the 

country”. He was married to Frances, second daughter of William Mostyn 

Owen, M.P. for Montgomeryshire, and fathered many children of which 2 

sons were, in turn, the 5th and 6th Barons.  Richard, the 5th, restored the 

family fortune and created a model farm, establishing a nationally famous 

herd of Hereford cattle. His brother William, yet another bachelor, was a 

serving military man. 

 

When the 6th Baron Berwick died there were no direct offspring left, but the 

4th Lord, the parson, had had another son who had had twins and one of them 

now inherited. Another professional soldier, another spendthrift, who 

married but had no children. 

 

The last of the family to inherit Attingham was Thomas, (as 8th Lord), a 

nephew, through a younger brother, (another from amongst the clergyman’s  
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Citizens’ Hall with limited space for members of the public wishing to 

attend. Future meeting dates agreed and to be published on the Parish 

Council website. 

 

The Agendas for forthcoming meetings are available 3 clear days before the 

meeting, either on the Parish Council Website or the two Parish Notice- 

boards, one in Park Hall and one outside the School. The full minutes (in 

draft form) can be read on line two days after each meeting, https://whitting- 

tonpc.com, or via a copy from the Clerk Amy Jones. Tel: 01691 829571 

email: clerk@whittingtonpc.com                 Jill Whitby 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ATTINGHAM PARK 

 

The house was commissioned in 1772 and was completed in 1785 for Noel 

Hill, who had been created 1st Baron Berwick the previous year by Prime 

Minister William Pitt the Younger, elevating him from the Commons to the 

House of Lords. Noel married for love in 1768, against his parents’ wishes, 

but they relented and gave him an 8,000-acre estate, on part of which the 

house is built, as a wedding present.  

 

The house is only two rooms deep,  

built with eleven bays on either side  

of a huge central portico; everything 

is symmetrical, with matching wings.  

One wing ‘the male’, was designated as being for Lord Berwick; and the 

other ‘female side’ was reserved for his wife Anne. The rooms still contain 

period furniture, artwork and collections of silver. The beautiful parklands 

surrounding the hall were landscaped by Humphry Repton, the last great 

landscape designer of the 18th century, and contain a walled garden, many 

walking routes, a large herd of fallow deer, sections of the Rivers Severn and 

Tern. Attingham and its parkland, have a Grade II* Listed status and are now 

part of the National Trust. 

 

Noel graduated from Cambridge with a Bachelor of Arts in 1763, and a 

Master of Arts in 1766. He studied law before being admitted to the Inner 

Temple in 1765, but did not qualify as a barrister. He was elected as M.P. for 

Shrewsbury between 1768 and 1774, prior to his elevation. As 1st Baron 

Berwick he served as Mayor of Shrewsbury 1778-1789 and of Oswestry 

1779-1780. He and his wife, Anna, had 6 children before his untimely death  
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16 9:30am  Holy Communion 

 1:30pm  Whittington Church of England School Key Stage 2  

   Children Christmas service; parents welcome 
 

 8:00pm  The Phoenix Singers Christmas Concert in church; 

   further details on page 7 
 

17   Whittington Church of England School breaks for  

   the Christmas Holiday 
 

19 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

 11:00am Parish Communion 

 6:30pm  Service of Nine Lessons and Carols  
 

23 9:30am  Holy Communion 
 

24        CHRISTMAS EVE 
 

4:00pm  Christingle Service at the Castle – a great start to the  

  family celebrations; further details page 3 
 

            11:30pm A Celebration of the Birth of Christ, the First  

   Communion of Christmas 
 

25        CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

 8:00am  Holy Communion 

            10:30am Parish Communion with Carols 
 

26        ST STEPHEN 
 

  Special dispensation to hold no services 
 

30        9:30am               Holy Communion 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

STAR – At a rehearsal for a Sunday school Christmas tableau, the teacher 

carefully lined up four little ‘cherubs.’ Each carried a huge cut-out letter. As 

they stood side by side, the letters would spell out “STAR”.  A slight mix-up 

occurred, and those present in the church auditorium nearly fell out of their 

pews as the four little performers took their places – in reverse. 
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Extracts from the Parish Registers 

for the month of October 2021   

 

HOLY BAPTISM 

“We welcome you into the Lord’s Family” 

 

10th October 2021  Sullivan Niall Blackburn 

   of Hammonds Place, Gobowen 

 

17th October 2021 Maisie Jane Tomkins 

   of Langland Road, Oswestry 

 

24th October 2021  Austin James Bagguley 

   of Whittington Road, Oswestry 

 

REQUIESCAT IN PACE 

“May the Souls of the Faithful Departed Rest in Peace” 

 

10th October 2021  Joyce Opie 

   aged 85 of Brook House Residential Home 

                     

25th October 2021  Elizabeth Anne (Libby) Morris 

   aged 74 of Rosehill Close              

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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received and to consider the Parochial Church Council’s request to transfer 

the on-going maintenance of the garden to the Parish Council; the closure 

notice and PCC request were noted. The matter of taking on the maintenance 

was discussed and it was RESOLVED to pass the responsibility onto the 

Local Authority (Shropshire Council). It was FURTHER RESOLVED that 

the Parish Council continue to keep funds in reserve to support Shropshire 

Council to fund future projects in the Garden and support the upkeep; 

however, the responsibility for ongoing maintenance be passed to Shropshire 

Council. 

 

Parish Projects: a) Defibrillators – To consider the Defibrillator 

Maintenance Policy prepared by the Clerk and recruit volunteers to support 

with monthly checks. It was RESOLVED to adopt the Defibrillator 

Maintenance Policy and appoint the following Councillors to carry out the 

monthly checks on them; the Defibrillator on the Senior Citizen’s Hall will 

be checked by the Clerk); Park Hall by Councillor Beaumont; Hinford by 

Councillor Harvey; Babbinswood by Councillor Davis. The Clerk had 

produced packs with all the details needed to conduct the checks and these 

were given to councillors. 

b) Christmas Light Display – Receive an update on the new display in Park 

Hall and approve the application to Shropshire Council to erect lights on the 

streetlight columns along the Highway. The Clerk reported that 4 lights for 

columns in Park Hall have now been reserved with Highline at the same cost 

as the 4 around the Church - £450.00. The Clerk had drafted the application 

form and it was RESOLVED to approve and that the Clerk submit this to 

Shropshire Council to obtain the relevant permissions. 

c) PenyBryn Affordable Housing Development: (1) Councillor Johnson 

provided an update on the development – A Zoom meeting with the builder  

and Star will take place on Tuesday 2nd November when they will discuss 

bricks and the method statement (accessing the site). (2) The application for 

the Community Led Housing Grant was discussed and there is a section for 

the Parish Council to complete relating to the portion of the Community Led 

Housing Grant payable to the Parish Council. Councillor Johnson had 

drafted a response. This was read out and it was RESOLVED to approve the 

form and that it be signed by the Chairman as required. (3) Councillor 

Johnson was thanked for his hard work and dedication to the project. 

 

Next meetings: – This will be face-to-face meetings on Tuesday 23rd 

November and Tuesday 14th December, both at 7:30pm in the Senior  
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 CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 

 
From Sunday 28th November a basket will 

be seen at the rear of the church for  

donations towards flowers for decorating 

the church during the Christmas Season. 

 

Please give generously in order for us to have a colourful display which 

needs to last at least four weekends. Perhaps you would like to give in  

memory of a loved one, or to mark a special anniversary. 

The Churchwardens 

 

Peace rules the day when Christ rules the mind. – Anon 

 



website. 

III. Reference: 21/04934/VAR Address: Land West of Burma Road, Park  

Hall Proposal: Variation of condition no2 attached to planning permission  

16/05110/FUL dated 26/02/2018. The Parish Council have no comments to 

make on this application. 

IV. Reference: 21/04599/FUL Address: Castle Acres, Station Road, SY11  

4BT Proposal: Erection of an open fronted garage building The Parish 

Council have no comments to make on this application.  

 

Highways, Pavements and Footpaths a) Receive an update regarding the 

installation of a pavement between The Venue and Inglis Road. Councillor 

Davies reported that the trees and hedge will be cut back in the next 2-3 

weeks. Once completed, the next stage falls to Shropshire Council to action. 

RESOLVED to note the update. Receive an update regarding the flooding 

of Burma Road (by the traffic calming, near the Venue). An update was 

provided under item a) as the two matters coincide.  

b) Church Street VAS and extension of the 30mph zone – Discuss and 

receive an update from Shropshire Council’s Traffic Engineer. The Clerk 

reported that she had liaised with the Traffic Engineer and as the road is 

currently, they could not approve the installation of a VAS on this stretch of 

road as there is not a suitable site to locate it. The 30mph zone would need to 

be extended and this is something that Shropshire Council have investigated 

and plans have been drawn up. It was RESOLVED to put forward a formal 

request for this extension to be included in the future works programme and 

that the Parish Council will match funding to assist with prioritising the 

works. It was FURTHER RESOLVED that once the extension has been 

completed, the Parish Council can then look to install a VAS.  

c) Feasibility Study – Consider the update from Shropshire Council and  

discuss alternative options as the funding application was not supported.  

Councillors noted the Clerk’s response to Shropshire Council requesting 

details on the options now available. Councillors were very clear that a 

pedestrian crossing at Pen-Y-Bryn is what is required and are keen to 

explore other options. The Clerk reported that she had not received a 

response to her email and questions. It was RESOLVED to follow this up 

and include this as a standing item on future agendas. 

d) Community Car Park – Receive an update on the removal of the section 

of fence restricting access to the footpath. This is now resolved with a 

section of the fence being removed.  

Garden of Remembrance: To note the Closure Notice has now been  
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Christmas Concert 
An evening of Christmas music 

and festive readings 
 

at St John the Baptist Church 
 

on Thursday 16th December  

8.00pm 
Conductor: Richard Walker Organist: Sarah Boutwood 

 

Tickets £10 – (under 18s free) 
(includes mulled wine and mince pies)   

 

Available from the Rector, Suzan Williams 
Telephone: 01691 238658/07921825532 or 

revwilliams1991@icloud.com 

 

Follow us on Facebook (use symbol) @PhoenixShrews or 

Twitter (use symbol) @PhoenixShrews    
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Village Advent windows 
 

Decorate a window in your house or shop 

 

First window to be revealed on 
Wednesday 1st December 

 

Contact Suzan to sign up 01691 238658 
or Email revwilliams1991@icloud.com 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

RESTARTING THE CHURCH CHOIR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As restrictions are eased, and we are able to do more, it is time to consider 

restarting the church choir. We are now back to singing hymns and it would 

be good to have a choir to lead the singing.   

 

If any existing or new choir members would like to join me, please let me 

know on 01691 662116 or email: keith.j.griffiths@btinternet.com. A 
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answered if the Officer is on duty. If your call is not answered please leave  

your name, number and a brief message; officers will respond at their earliest 

convenience when next on duty. 

 

Police Report for September: On the 3rd case of Harassment/Stalking 

which after investigation proved a case of mistaken identity; on the 8th and 

13th cases of Criminal Damage within a home; On the 14th a Sexual Offence 

by a Youth – school related. 

 

Shropshire Council Report: Councillor Charmley reported that: (a) Gigabit 

speed broadband is on its way – fibre to be precise, will be deployed over the 

next 12 months and currently waiting on more details. (2)  A question was 

put to Councillor Charmley about the new recycling containers and when 

they will be supplied; in reply it was reported to be on Full Council for a 

decision in December so will roll out in January. 

 

Planning a) To Consider Planning Applications:(Councillor Manford did 

not take in the discussion or decision on the following Planning Item) 

I. Reference: 21/04576/FUL Address: Land West of Park House Farm, 

North Drive, Park Hall, SY11 4AX Proposal: Erection of 6no dwellings 

with detached garages and associated works. The application was discussed 

and references were made to the 2018 application that was objected due to it 

being outside of the SAMDev Boundary. Concerns regarding the lack of 

infrastructure were reiterated as these points have been made in the Local 

Plan Review. Questions raised as to whether the current sewage system is  

capable/adequate and whether this development is a listed site in the Local  

Plan. As several queries were raised and the information to answer these was  

not available, to hand at the meeting, it was RESOLVED to obtain further 

information and delegate responsibility to the Clerk for submitting an agreed 

response, as the consultation deadline falls before the next meeting. If 

required, an extraordinary meeting will be called to further discuss the 

application.  

II. Reference: 21/04698/VAR Address: Perrymoor Farm, Berghill Lane, 

SY11 4PF. Proposal: Variation of Condition No. 2 attached to planning 

permission 17/05094/FUL dated 28th February 2018. The Parish Council 

have no comments to make on this application. 

b) Consider Planning applications not listed above that are received 

after the issue of this agenda and are included on Shropshire Council’s  
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Cabinet Member for Children’s Services provided an introduction to the 

Representatives from Stepping Stones and Children’s Services who provided 

information on the plans for Gracelands. There are currently five children’s 

homes in the locality and now Gracelands. There are currently a number of 

children from Shropshire that are living outside of the County and the 

objective is to move them back into the county. The plan is to convert the 

building into a 3 bedded children’s home, which will be registered with 

Ofsted, housing 16-18-year-olds (in school and college). Residents will not 

be offenders, difficult or challenging young people; they will be young 

people who want to engage in the community and will have part time jobs 

locally and will also study locally. There will also be a separate transition 

flat, which will provide the young people with the opportunity to practice 

living independently, but with the back-up of having support. The building 

will be staffed 24/7, with at least 2 members of staff on shift at any one time. 

It was confirmed that a public meeting will take place before any building 

work commences and members of the community are welcomed to come 

forward and ask questions.) 

 

Your Local Police Officer and Community Support Officers Contact 

Numbers: Local Police Officer: - PC 3718 Kate Le’Clere – 07870219518 

Police Community Support Officers: - PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes – O78702 

19190; and PCSO 40279 Pete Roberts – O7870219019 

 

About your Team: Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and 

partners to identify, tackle and solve issues that matter to the community  

where you live. An investment in mobile tablet style computers enable 

officers to spend more time on patrol on the street and in neighbour-hoods.  

Officers will continue to come to people when they need them and provide a 

high-quality service however you contact us - in person (on the street, at 

community bases and at partners and communities together [PACT] 

meetings), on the phone or online.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the event of a Police emergency call 999 for urgent attention; or ring 101  

for non-emergency calls. The Police mobile numbers above will only be  

28 

nucleus of half a dozen or so would be a good start – we can discuss which 

day/evening is best for a weekly practice. 

 

It would also be a great help if anyone would consider taking on the running 

of the practices as I have found it very difficult to do so from the organ stool! 

 

I look forward to hearing from you.                                         Keith Griffiths 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A wonderful centenary meeting was held on 10th 

November in the Community Centre. There were 

balloons with 100 on them, beautiful table decorations 

in traditional WI colours of green and white, fabulous 

table crockery, much of it gifted by WI members, and, 

in pride of place, a congratulations card from the 

Shropshire Federation of WI’s. 

 

The evening was opened by the President, Marian Young, who welcomed 

visitors: Glenys Wheeler (Chair of Shropshire Federation), Heather Dulson  
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Get in touch - 101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime   

 oswestryrn.snt @westmercia.pnn.police.uk  

 www.westmercia.police.uk  

Only call 999 in an emergency, when a crime  

is in progress or life is in danger. 

 

 

 

  / @Oscops – 

 

Magazine Subscription 
 

This month there is an envelope stapled to the front  

of your magazine for your “Ripple” £5.50  

subscription money. For those who pay yearly in  

advance this means a free magazine over buying a copy singly each 

month. Subscription is the only way to guarantee your monthly copy 

 

Please return your subscription to your delivery person before the end of 

December to take advantage of the reduction.  In these special times 

returning your envelope to them will make their task a lot easier. Thank 

you. Have you put your name on the envelope? 

 

Everyone involved with the magazine says thank you for your continued 

support and expresses special thanks to all distributors. 

 

 

 

WHITTINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
 

 



(Advisor from Shropshire Federation), Christine Roberts (Former President 

of Whittington WI), Reverand Suzan Williams and Parm from Three Trees 

store (a former member of WI). 

 

Marian recalled the origins of the WI movement and gave a brief, but very 

interesting, talk about the importance and relevance of WI’s throughout the 

years, and how beneficial they were serving local communities through a 

wide variety of activities. 

 

The wonderful buffet meal was enjoyed by everyone, and thanks were given 

to local caterer Louise Cooke and her assistants.  At the end of the meal there 

were various speeches followed by a vote of thanks to the visitors before 

members finally toasted “Whittington WI 100 years old”. 

 

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 15th December at 7:00pm, in the 

Community Centre and visitors are always welcome. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Sourdough and your toaster – If you like sourdough 

bread, you’ll know already that it is not easy to squeeze a 

slice of it into your toaster. Artisan bread is big, and 

sadly, the rise in popularity of these loaves has left the 

standard British toaster struggling to keep up. That leaves 

sourdough toast afficionados with one end of their slice 

jutting out of the toaster. The consumer watchdog 

Which? says: “This isn’t the end of the world, but it 

means you can sometimes end up with a pale white  

border round the edge of your toast.” Solutions?  Which? suggests grilling 

your toast in the oven, cutting the slice in two, or even buying a speciality 

toaster, at more than £100 – (really!)  Meanwhile, the trend towards big 

artisan bread does not appear to be waning.  And as Which? rightly points 

out: “Whether you prefer sourdough or sliced white, there’s nothing quite 

like hot buttered toast.” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Hymns for the road - If you MUST speed on the road during this Christmas 

season, at least sing these hymns loudly as you go: 

at 45 mph….  ‘God Will Take Care of Me’; at 55 mph….  ‘Guide me, O 

Thou Great Jehovah’; at 65 mph….  ‘Nearer My God to Thee’; at 75 

mph….  ‘Nearer Still Nearer’; at 85 mph….  ‘This World is Not My 

Home’; at 95 mph….  ‘Lord, I’m Coming Home’ and at 100 mph….                   

10                                                                                      ‘Precious Memories’ 

a monumental ram. It’s been sung throughout the country, but in the 

Sheffield area the ditty developed into a Christmas tradition where boys 

created a hobby horse and paraded through the streets. Other Christmas 

hobby horses include the wooden horse of east Kent and the macabre Mari 

Lwyd, a horse’s skull bedecked with false eyes and decorated by ribbons that 

is carried around Llangynwyd, Glamorgan, to this day.  
 

If you get too cold taking part in the now 

traditional swim on Christmas or New 

Year’s Day then go to Allendale in 

Northumberland for the Tar Bar’l 

festival. The origins of the festival are 

unclear, but today locals and visitors  

alike (men only, unfortunately) parade through the streets in fancy dress, 

carrying barrels of flaming tar on their heads. After processing round the 

village, they return to the square at midnight and throw their barrels onto the 

waiting bonfire to ignite it, and welcome in the new year in style. 
 

The only real hangover from Twelfth Night is the modern superstition that 

you need to get your Christmas decorations down by 6th January. However, 

for the villagers of Haxey in Lincolnshire the revels still continue in the form 

of the Haxey Hood. The men of the village battle it out with their neighbours 

from Westwoodside to get or sway the hood – a piece of ribbon bound with 

leather – to either a pub in Haxey or Westwoodside. The custom comes from 

a story that 700 years ago a group of labourers competed to return the hood 

of the wife of the local landowner after it had blown from her head and 

begins with the ritual of charity fund-raising in the local pubs.  
 

I’ll save the traditions around carol singing for next year – and the bells! 
 

 

 

 

 

Apologies were received from Councillors Harvey and Hickman; 9 members 

of the public and 3 representatives presenting on item 135 on the agenda 

were also in attendance. 
 

KEY ITEMS:(Public Participation) Children’s Services, on the proposed 

development and plans for Gracelands, Boot Street. Item 135 The Deputy  

27 

Whittington Parish Council News, 

Meeting held on Tuesday 28th October 2021  

 

 



The faggot, a bundle of ash sticks, was bound with 9 green lengths of ash 

bands, preferably all from the same tree, which on Christmas Eve would be 

burnt, lit with the remnants of the previous  

year’s faggot. Any unmarried woman present  

would each choose one of the green bands; the 

woman who selected the first band to ignite  

and break would be the next to get married.  

The use of ash was sanctified to represent the wood Mary used to warm the 

infant Jesus. 
 

Until the 20th century every household would tuck into Twelfth cake, which 

contained a dried pea in one half and a bean in the other. The men of the 

house, both master and servant, were given a slice from the bean half and the 

ladies a slice from the pea side. The man finding the bean was king for the 

night and the girl finding the pea was queen.  
 

Traditions also evolved around what you should be drinking. Jough-y- 

nollick (literally the ‘drink of Christmas’) was a special yuletide tipple on the  

Isle of Man. The drink, a warm spiced ale, would be brewed in a giant kettle 

that would be taken around the entire neighbourhood. Not to be confused 

with eggnog, Devonians at Christmas drink egg-hot; this is a mixture of egg 

yolks, cider and spices. A similar brandy and egg concoction from the 

Shetland Isles is called whipcoll; and Yorkshire lambs’ wool is a heady mix 

of ale, apples, sugar and cream. The Victorians drank smoking bishop, a 

steaming bowl of oranges, cloves, port and red wine that Ebenezer Scrooge 

raised as a toast to Jacob Marley’s new position in the conclusion to 

Dickens’ A Christmas Carol. Wassailing comes from the Anglo-Saxon waes 

haeil, meaning to be whole and healthy. On 12th night farm workers would 

visit the Apple Tree Man, the orchard’s most prolific cropper, and pour cider 

over its roots while singing a toast to the tree. Another wassailing tradition, 

did not involve trees, but saw carol singers take with them a wassail cup, 

which they expected to be filled with drink in return for the song ‘Here we 

come a wassailing, Among the leaves so green.’ 

 

There are many other traditions as well. Since the 1400s, Dewsbury in West 

Yorkshire has rung to the sound of the parish church’s bells tolling once for 

every year since Christ was born, to remind Satan that Christmas symbolises 

the beginning of his end. The only times the knell hasn’t been tolled was  

when the bells were being cast or during WWII. Old Tup is a folk song about 
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Experience Christmas  
 

We would like to give you 

the opportunity to 
experience the same 
interactive Christmas 
Journey as the children 
from our local village 
school will have on 
Thursday 2nd December. 

 

Friday 3rd – Sunday 12th December 
 

The church will be open 9:00am – 4:00pm each day 
for you to pop in and have the space to really 

contemplate the meaning of the Christmas Story. 
 

There will be a donations box and any gifts will go 
towards the Bishop of Lichfield’s Advent appeal, the 

link to which is below: 
 

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/matlosane 
  

Contact Suzan for more details on 
revwilliams1991@icloud.com or Tel: 01681 238658  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

New bank –Mother decided that ten-year old Cathy  

should get something ‘practical’ for Christmas.   

“Suppose we open a savings account for you?” she  

suggested.  Cathy was delighted. “It’s your account,  

darling,” mother said as they arrived at the bank,  

“so you fill out the application.”  Cathy was doing  

fine until she came to the space for ‘Name of your  

former bank.’  After a slight hesitation, she put down  

‘Piggy’.                                                                                                          11 
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ALL ABOUT ROBINS 

 

The robin is surrounded by folklore. In one old country tradition, a robin, a 

little brown bird, arrived in the stable soon after Jesus was born and, while 

Joseph was gathering wood, fanned the dying fire with its wings to keep it 

alight, thus scorching its breast and then the Virgin Mary awarded them their 

fiery breast as a reward.  Another one says its red breast came from the blood 

of Christ as the bird plucked a thorn for Jesus’s head as he was dying on the 

crucifix. In Wales, the robin is known as ‘brou-rhuddyn’ or ‘scotched breast’ 

from when the robin scorched its breast in the  

fires of purgatory delivering water to the tormented 

souls. In Celtic folklore the Holly King of Winter –  

a wren – was killed by the Oak King of Summer –  

a robin – on the winter solstice. On the summer  

solstice the Holly King had his revenge.  

 

Robins have appeared on Christmas cards since the 

1880s, a time when Royal Mail postmen were wearing bright red uniforms; 

and they became known as “robins”.  The well-known phrase, ‘When robins 

appear, loved ones are near’, alludes to the belief that the robin is a 

messenger; some people taking comfort that loved ones are at peace; many 

believing that their loved ones are visiting them. Every robin boasts its very 

own red-breast pattern, so in theory, you can recognise individual birds.  

 

Robins often sing at night, especially in cities, where the street lights trick 

them into thinking it’s sunrise; one setting others off. Margaret Thatcher 

thought she’d heard a nightingale singing outside her bedroom window at 

No. 10 one autumn’s evening. A brave civil servant pointed out that, being 

summer visitors, nightingales would have left for Africa by then, and what 

she’d heard was a robin. 

 

The female builds the dome-shaped nest, usually in holes in tree stumps, 

banks or walls. But she’ll often opt for unusual places such as old teapots, 

kettles and pans inside sheds and garages. She won’t go near any nest-box 

that has a round entry hole but will consider an open-fronted one. She’ll lay 

5 – 7 eggs, whiteish with red-brown spots and the fledglings will not develop 

their red breasts until after their first moult. Robins mainly eat insects and 

earthworms – they do have a sweet tooth so a tea-time treat of a fancy cake 

or pastry would go down well. 
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The more patriotic members of the congregation have suggested they all 

show the Union Jack – presumably so they can be waved at appropriate 

moments in our services; one belligerent individual wants to see depictions 

of St Michael slaughtering the dragon, John the Baptist’s head on a platter  

 

and other such tasteful scenes; on the other hand, dear Miss Timmins wants 

them all to depict doves or small fluffy creatures, which would make the 

church look more like pet’s corner. 

 

Cutting through these vital issues, I have suggested that the entire 

congregation converts to Roman Catholicism.... and then we could stand for 

our prayers and do without kneelers entirely. 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS 

 

It is amazing how many local Christmas traditions are still practised around 

the country. Take the ceremony of the Christmas Cheeses which dates back 

to the opening of the Royal Hospital, Chelsea, in 1692 when a local 

cheesemonger donated cheese to the “Red Breasts of Chelsea”. The event, 

which has for over 50 years been organised by Dairy UK, sees over 60 

varieties of cheese donated by cheesemongers nationwide with the largest 

cheese being ceremonially cut with a sword by a Chelsea Pensioner. Another 

food related tradition is “Stargazy Pie”; in Mousehole, Cornwall, a brave 

fisherman, of the 16th century, by the name of Tom Bawcock, went to sea 

when the storms had prevented anyone going out to risk a catch. With no 

food for Christmas, the villagers cheered when he returned with enough 

fishy fare for everyone. Since the 1950s, the Tom Bawcock Eve festival has 

become an annual event on 23rd December to eat stargazy pie, in which the 

pilchards’ heads poke out of the pastry crust in honour of his bravery. On St 

Thomas’s Day, 21st December, unmarried maids used to peel an onion and 

leave it, wrapped in a cloth, under their pillow. If lucky the divination would 

reveal their future husband in a special Christmas dream. 

 

“Yule log” today more often refers to a chocolate flavoured cake; however, 

the term comes from a tradition originating in Scandinavia, when the family  

would select a ‘yule’ log to burn throughout Christmas Day. In West 

Country pubs this tradition evolved into the “Ashen Faggot” a fertility rite. 
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Silence? – Christmas is the season when your neighbour’s radio keeps you 

awake playing ‘Silent Night’. 

Easy come, easy go – Father Christmas enters through a hole in the chimney 

and leaves through a hole in your pocket. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

On the perils of choosing new kneelers  

        The Rectory 

St. James the Least of All 

My dear Nephew Darren  

 

After all these years, I now understand why the non-

conformist denominations sit down, rather than 

kneel, to say their prayers. That way, no decisions  

have to be taken over the number, size, shape, colour, material and design of 

kneelers in church. 

 

Our present set was donated by a retired Major-General in 1899 to celebrate 

the Relief of Mafeking, and after more than a century of use by the pious and 

not-so-devout has taken its toll. Like certain members of our congregation, 

they now look a little worse for wear. Many have sprung leaks, so that when 

used, a jet of flocking is emitted all over the clothes of their neighbour, who 

then leaves Mattins looking like a Yeti. 

 

Other kneelers have been occupied by grateful mice, who find them most 

congenial for nesting and who leave in high umbrage, creating chaos as Miss 

Mapp chases them down the aisle with her umbrella; that this provides her 

with the perfect excuse to leave before the sermon is, I am sure, entirely 

coincidental. The final straw came when my own, by some quirk in its 

design, now sounds like a whoopee cushion every time I kneel. It may cause 

the choirboys much amusement, but it lends nothing to the dignity of our 

worship. 

 

So, we have decided to have a completely new set – and therein lies the 

problem. Who makes them? What will be the designs? Who co-ordinates the 

whole project? There is enough here to occupy the combined minds of our 

Church Council for the next Millennium and there will be enough scheming, 

manoeuvring, signing of non-aggression pacts and formation of tactical 

truces to make the United Nations look like amateurs. Unfortunately, we do 

not have the ecclesiastical equivalents of the blue berets to enforce peace. 
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The next monthly lunch at the White Lion will be on 

Tuesday 24th January. These are held the fourth Tuesday 

each month and have to be booked in advance. The cost, 

currently £10 per person, includes a two-course meal and a 

cup of tea or coffee.  I emphasise that once a lunch has been 

ordered it must be paid for, as the club will be expected to 

pay for it should you not turn up.   Please contact ME on  

01691 662236 if you wish to join us.  Membership of the club is not a 

necessity for you to join us one month, many people that do attend end up 

becoming a member of the club. 

 

The weekly coffee mornings on Thursdays are still proving very popular, we 

have a good natter and catch up. The same applies here, membership is not a 

requirement, and we currently entertain circa 20 members and friends.   We 

are always open to new members who would like to join us. The club 

membership fee is currently £7 per year, but people have generously been 

giving £10. If you feel apprehensive about joining, why not come along for a 

coffee one Thursday morning after 10:00am and meet one or two of our 

members who will put you at your ease; we finish when the last person 

realises they have a home to go to.  

 

Steve Mason is continuing his line dancing classes in the hall between 7:30 – 

9:00pm on Monday evenings at a cost of £6 per person for upper 

beginners/improvers. You can contact Steve on 07963662426 for further 

details. 

 

On 9th November we held a fish and chip lunch to celebrate the life of dear 

Philip Morris who loved these occasions. We thought it only proper to 

remember him, close to his birthday which was on 23rd November; 47 

members, and friends, enjoyed the meal delivered by the Whittington Fish 

and Chip shop.  We invited Philip’s family to join us and they kindly 

provided a selection of wines so we could toast Philip; Philip always enjoyed 

a glass of wine with his meal. Philip will be greatly missed as he supported 

all our functions and kept an eye on the raised garden at the rear of the hall – 

any offers to take over? 
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WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS 

Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers 

 



Dates for the diary: 

7th December   3:00pm Christmas Tea at the hall 

14th December   12:15pm A coach will begin pick-ups at Rosehill, 

   followed by outside the hall and then the Three 

   Trees, to take members and friends to Henlle Golf 

   Club for those who have booked Christmas Lunch 

 

I would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of my hard-working fellow 

members of the committee, to wish all our members and ‘Ripple’ readers a 

very, very happy Christmas and a pandemic free 2022. 

Gillian Roberts Secretary 01691 662236 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

AN AFTERNOON IN THE DECEMBER GARDEN 

 

1. Rake up fallen leaves and put them in a black bin bag with holes for 

ventilation. Leave the bag outside and the leaves will rot-down to a 

healthy compost. 

2. Cut down dead stems of herbaceous plants. Broken up they give 

good aeration to a compost heap. 

3. It’s not too late to plant tulip bulbs for colour from March to May, 

according to variety. 

 

FLOWER OF THE MONTH: VIOLA HYBRIDUS 

 

In a pot these hardy plants produce an abundance  

of flowers through to Spring. Put a little bone-meal  

and grit in the potting mix and dead-head regularly. 

 

TREE OF THE MONTH   HOLLY – ILEX AQUIFOLIUM 

 

A hardy native tree which grew in ancient forests as natural  

understory of oak trees. Grown as a hedge in farmland it  

provided, in early days, as hedge-hay for livestock grazing on  

young shoots which do not have prickles. The mature trees  

can grow up to 50 feet, and can live for 300 years. The trees  

were seen as a fertility symbol and a charm against witches,  

goblins and the devil; it was thought to be unlucky to cut  

down a holly tree. Holly berries, very much in demand at  

Christmas, are borne on female trees only. Some very  
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Battle of the thermostat 
 

If you and your partner have rows about how hot the house  

should be this Christmas, bear this in mind: women really  

do need the heat turned up more than men do. Recent  

research has found that the difference in the sexes also  

applies to other species, from mammals to birds. 

 

As one scientist at Tel Aviv’s University’s College of  

Zoology said, “among many species of birds and mammals,  

females prefer a warmer environment, and at times these  

preferences cause segregation between the sexes.  …. In the  

human realm, this difference in thermal sensation did not  

come about so that we could argue with our partners over  

the heating, but rather the opposite: it is meant to make the couple take 

distance from each other so that each individual can enjoy some peace and 

quiet.” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Split – A professor was lecturing his physics class.  “If molecules can be 

split into atoms and the atoms split into electrons, can the electrons be 

broken down any further?” 

“I’m not certain,” replied one of his pupils, “But a sure way to find out 

would be to post some of them in a Christmas package marked ‘fragile.’” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Determined to help 
 

It is easy to assume from the newspapers and television broadcasts that only 

young people want to help the environment and to reduce their carbon 

footprint. But in fact, half the people, over the age of 50, in the UK have cut 

down on the amount of meat and dairy products that they eat. A recent 

survey by the charity Rest Less, which offers advice to older people, found 

that many older people “feel a huge sense of responsibility for the health of 

the planet and their role in reducing climate change.” The charity found that 

“the vast majority of mid-lifers are making changes to their own habits, from 

recycling more to consuming less, changing travel habits, and even giving up 

their car.” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Snowmen – Two snowmen were standing next to each other. One said to the 

other: “Can you smell carrots?” 
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Attractive variegated forms, such as Golden Queen,  

provide a welcome splash of colour in the winter  

garden. Holly wood is the whitest of all woods, and  

is heavy, hard and fine-grained. It can be stained and  

polished and is used to make furniture or in engraving 

work. It is commonly used to make walking sticks,  

and also makes good firewood, burning with a strong heat.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

FIRST SURGICAL OPERATION IN EUROPE USING 

ANAESTHESIA 

 

175 years ago, on 21st December 1846 a British surgeon, by the name of 

Robert Liston, performed the first surgical operation in Europe using 

anaesthesia at University College Hospital, London; he amputated a 

servant’s leg. Liston was noted for his speed and skill at a time when speed 

made a difference in terms of pain and survival; he was described by one 

contemporary as “the fastest knife in the West End.” He could amputate a 

leg in 2½ minutes and is reputed to have removed a limb in 28 seconds, 

accidently amputating his assistant surgeon’s fingers, causing the patient and 

assistant to die of sepsis, and a witness reportedly died of shock, making this 

surgery the deadliest in history. 

 

This left a lasting impact on 2 of Liston’s students; James Simpson, who 

would go on to be a pioneer of chloroform’s use as an anaesthetic; and 

Joseph Lister, who pioneered aseptic technique. Liston did invent bulldog 

forceps, a type of locking artery forceps, and a leg splint to stabilise 

dislocations and fractures of the femur. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The great work of St Columba 

 

1,500 years ago, on 7th December 521, St Columba, an  

Irish missionary who spread Christianity in Scotland and  

the North of England, was born in what is now County  

Donegal. Columba – also known as Columcille – was  

one of the Twelve Apostles of Ireland, who studied  

under St Finnian in his monastic school, Clonard Abbey. 

He was also a great-grandson of the Irish King Niall, and he was said to have 

left Ireland primarily because he had caused considerable bloodshed at a 

battle stemming from his illegal copying of the Gospels. 
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But he became a missionary after he landed on Iona – a tiny island off the 

west coast of Scotland – and, with his 12 followers, built a Celtic church and 

established a monastic community. Iona quickly became known throughout 

Europe as a missionary centre and school: it turned into a place of pilgrimage 

for centuries to come – and still is, though none of Columba’s original 

buildings have survived. His cell and outlines of the original monastery were 

uncovered by excavations in 1958 and 1959. 

 

He spent much time in Scotland, but Columba’s final years seem to have 

been spent mainly on Iona, where he was already revered as a saint. He is 

now the patron saint of Derry. He and those associated with him spread the 

gospel more than any other religious pioneers in Britain. In the Irish 

language his name means “dove”, which is the same as Jonah in Hebrew. 

The word ‘columba’ is also Latin for dove. 

Tim Lenton 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

LEARNING SOME NEW FAMILY HISTORY 

 

The idea for this article about Whittington station came from Marion Lycett, 

but it actually helped me to discover some family history. We cross the line, 

without a second thought, if we visit Oswestry and I can only remember 

boarding a train at the low-level station once. It was on a steam train in the 

50s or 60s and the journey ended at Paddington station, London.  

 
Whittington low-level station was opened on 14th October 1848, it closed for 

passenger access on 12th September 1960 and was then closed completely on 

7th October 1963. The main facility, on the right of the photograph, was built 

on the up, Shrewsbury direction, side of the line. It consisted of a two-storey  
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ANSWERS TO NOVEMBER’S CROSSWORD 

 

ACROSS: 1, Charioteers. 9, Immoral. 10, Cairo. 11, SAE. 13, Inns.  

16, Firm. 17, Accuse. 18, East. 20, Ogam. 21, Judith. 22, Seba. 23, Msgr.  

25, Den. 28, Inane. 29, Entreat. 30, Chrysoprase.  
 

DOWN: 2, Human. 3, Rare. 4, Oils. 5, Ecce. 6, Raising. 7, Citizenship.  

8, Commemorate. 12, Assail. 14, Sat. 15, Scouse. 19, Sabbath. 20, Ohm.  

24, Seeds. 25, Deny. 26, Nero. 27, Star. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Camels – In Jane’s Christmas drawing, two of the camels were approaching 

the inn, over which was pictured a large star.  The third camel and its rider 

were going directly away from it. “Why is the third man going in a different 

direction?” her mother asked. Jane replied: “Oh, he’s looking for a place to 

park.”                                                                                                               
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Across: 

1 Provisional meeting place of God and the Jews (Exodus 25:9) (10) 

7  David’s third son, killed when his head got caught in a tree during 

a  battle with his father (2 Samuel 18:14ñ15) (7) 

8  They ruled much of the west coast of South America in the 15th 

   and early 16th centuries (5) 

10 Small deer of European and Asian extraction (4) 

11 Seized control of (Numbers 21:25) (8) 

13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6) 

15 First World War heroine shot by the Germans in Brussels, Nurse 

17 Stormy (8)         Edith ____ (6) 

18 A bitter variety of this, together with lamb and unleavened bread, 

   was the Passover menu for anyone ‘unclean’ (Numbers 9:11) (4) 

21 Arson (anag.) (5) 

22 How John Newton described God’s grace in his well-known hymn 

23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10)       (7) 

 

Down: 

1 ‘_____ and see that the Lord is good’ (Psalm 34:8) (5) 

2  ‘The wicked man flees though no one pursues, but the righteous 

   are as ____ as a lion’ (Proverbs 28:1) (4) 

3  One of the exiles, a descendant of Parosh, who married a foreign 

   woman (Ezra 10:25) (6) 

4  He escaped from Nob when Saul killed the rest of his family and 

   joined David (1 Samuel 22:19ñ20) (8) 

5  City and lake in Central Switzerland (7) 

6  ‘Offer your bodies as living ________, holy and pleasing to God’ 

9  Pouches carried by horses (Genesis 49:14) (10)            (Romans 12:1) (10) 

12 One who accepts government by God (8) 

14 Aromatic substance commonly used in Jewish ritual (Exodus 30:1) (7) 

16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is truth?’ (John 18:38) (6)    

19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5) 

20 ‘You are to give him the name Jesus, because he will ____ his people 

   from their sins’ (Matthew 1:21) (4) 
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rendered “Railway Tudor” cottage orné with steeply pitched, slate roofs. The 

windows were given elaborate tracery, and an oriel window was provided on 

the large gable facing the platform. The overhanging gables were provided 

with deep, elaborately patterned bargeboards and were crowned with spiked 

finials. The booking office, waiting rooms and staff accommodation were all 

within the building, and it is now a private residence. To the south of the 

station building there was a large timber goods shed which was rail 

connected; adjacent to it was a goods yard that had three sidings; Walsham 

Avenue now sits on part of this site. Beyond the level crossing, in the 

photograph, in the distance can be seen a bridge. It carried the Whitchurch – 

Aberystwyth line and to the right out of sight, was the Whittington high-level 

station which opened on 27th July 1864.  

 

The March 1850 timetable showed 6 trains in each direction Mondays -to-

Saturdays and 2 each way on Sunday passed through the low-level station, 

and by the 1890s there were large volumes of both passengers and freight 

traffic on the line; which also included the prestigious London Paddington 

and Birkenhead Woodside express, which ceased service in March 1967. 

Whittington was not the only stop between Gobowen and Shrewsbury, there 

were stations at Rednal/West Felton, Haughton, Stanwardine, Baschurch, 

Oldwoods and Leighton.  

 

I have discovered that when the railway enginer Thomas Savin severed his 

partnership with David Davies, he formed a new partnership with John Ward 

– my 1st cousin, 3 times removed! Another family assumption has always 

been that my grandfather was the first Ward to live in Whittington, when he 

moved to Perry Farm in the 1930s, whereas it seems that my cousin John 

lived at The Donnett. Furthermore, this provides me with a link to the Misses 

Wards who gifted a chest now in the church, and through whom the late Jim 

Rainbow, who many will remember, is connected to our family. Cousin John 

and Thomas Savin were brothers-in-law, each having married 1 of 2 sisters.  

I have learnt that this partnership built many of the buildings on the 

Cambrian line, including Oswestry Station and the railway works. Their 

partnership was still in place in 1863 when the Cambrian Railway was 

building the Whitchurch to Welshpool line, later extended to Aberystwyth, 

when the line reached Ellesmere. It seems likely therefore, though not yet 

confirmed, that my cousin and Savin were responsible for the extension from 

Ellesmere to Oswestry which opened 27th July 1864 and included the stops at 

Frankton, Whittington high-level and Tinkers Green (Park Hall).  

Whittington High Level closed on 4th January 1960.      17 

 



Whittington Low Level eventually became part of British Rail, Western 

Region, on 1st January 1948. Gradually the number of trains calling at the 

station was reduced until the passenger service was withdrawn on 12th 

September 1960; The signal box lasted until 14th March 1992.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

DECEMBER at Whittington Castle 

 

4th/5th Dec 12:00noon – 3:00pm The Yule Log  

and Christmas traditions Fun Children’s 

Trail - £3 per trail with prizes 

9th Dec  12:00noon – 8:00pm Late night  

  shopping at the Castle 

11th/12th Dec 12:00noon – 3:00pm The 12 Days of Christmas Fun  

  Children’s Trail - £3 per trail with prizes 

14th Dec 4:00pm Christingle Service; further details on page 3 

18th/19th Dec  12:00noon – 3:00pm The Lord of Misrule and Christmas  

  Fun Children’s Trail - £3 per trail with prizes 

 

Telephone 01691 662500                                                                    

E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk -Website: ww.whittingtoncastle.co.uk  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

BRIDGE CLASSES FOR BEGINNERS 

 

Oswestry Bridge Club are offering beginners classes 

at Oswestry Senior Citizens’ Club, Lorne Street from 

7:00 – 9:15pm beginning on Tuesday 11th January;  

each lesson costs £5.  For further details please contact John Davies on: 

01691 650414 or johnwdavies@btinternet.com or Linda Davies on: 

07794760287. John is a trained member of the Bridge Teachers Association. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peace – Blessed are the peacemakers; they will never be unemployed. 
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My apologies that this first recipe was not in last month’s magazine, a late 

entry meant there was insufficient space; so, I have instead included it here 

as an option to go with your Christmas lunch.  
 

POTATO AND BEETROOT GRATIN (serves 4) 
 

  1 garlic clove, peeled and halved 

  butter for greasing 

  750g (27 oz) waxy potatoes, peeled – Charlotte or Anya 

  500g (18 oz) cooked beetroot, peeled 

  500ml (18 fl oz) double cream 

Sea salt and fresh ground black pepper 

Oven 180ºC/ gas 4 

Rub the inside of 26cm x 18cm (10½ in x 7 in) baking dish with the cut sides 

of the garlic, then grease it with butter. 

Slice the potatoes very thinly, ideally in a food processor or mandoline. 

Cut the beetroot, because they are already cooked, into slices about 5cm 

thick. 

Heat the cream gently over a medium heat until hot. 

Layer one third of the potatoes into the prepared dish (keeping best looking 

ones for the top). 

Cover with half the beetroot slices and season with salt and pepper.  

Repeat before finishing with a last layer of neatly arranged potatoes and 

season again. 

Pour the hot cream over the dish and bake for 1 hour, or until the potatoes 

are completely tender. 
 

MISTLETOE MULL (8 glasses) 
 

2 cups water   In a large saucepan boil the water, sugar,  

1 cup granulated sugar  cinnamon, and cloves for 5 minutes. 

1 stick cinnamon  Add lemon slices and allow to stand for 

4 cloves   10 minutes. Add the wine (an expensive  

2 lemons thinly sliced  one is not necessary) and heat slowly but do  

1 bottle burgundy wine  not allow to boil. Serve hot. 
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The only way to entertain some folks is to listen to them. – Kin Hubbard 

 

RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
 

 

 

WE WISH ALL OUR READERS OF 

“THE RIPPLE” 

A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS 

AND 

A HEALTHY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR 

 


