WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

PARISH SERVICES

WOMENS INSTITUTE:

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre
Secretary: Mrs Joyce Howard

Tel:656389

SUNDAY SERVICES:
8:00am Holy Communion on 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays
11.00am Parish Communion weekly
6:30pm Holy Communion According to the Book of
Common Prayer on 1st Sunday
6:30pm Evensong on the 3rd Sunday

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:

Chairman: Paul Jones
Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis

Tel:679542
Tel:662500

4:00pm Messy Church on the 2nd Sunday
(No Service in August)

BELL RINGING:

Details from Brian Rothera

Tel:657778

BROWNIES, GUIDES:

6pm- 7.15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre.
Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere
Tel:624390

RECTOR:

BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen)
The Manse, St Martins Road, Gobowen
Tel:658016
e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com
WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions
Leaders: Dawn and Mandy
Meet in the Community Centre 9am – 3pm

Tel:670127

SENIOR CITIZENS:

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning
All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall
Secretary: Mrs Gillian Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington

Tel:662236

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE:

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White
Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm. This will now be the
only stop in the village.
CHURCH WEBSITE ADDRESS:
www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk
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WEEKDAYS: 9:30am Holy Communion - Thursday
5:30pm Choir Practice
- Alternate Thursdays
Reverend Sarah Burton
e.mail: sarahburton7@gmail.com

Tel:238658

CHURCHWARDENS:

Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington

Tel:670940

Mrs G Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com

Tel:662236

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington
Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington

Tel:656389
Tel:659562

ORGANIST: Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall

Tel:662116

MAGAZINE:
Editor:
Miss A Ward, 4 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington Tel:672838
eaw4@btinternet.com
Distribution:

Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road

Tel:659385

WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL

Headteacher:

Mr Sean Sibley
e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk

Tel:662269
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WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY:

February 2016
True Love

Mr Andy Cawthray, e.mail: andy_ian@hotmail.com
CRICKET SECRETARY/BOOKING SECRETARY:

Valentine’s Day began as a celebration of an early Christian
saint named Valentinus but in the Middle Ages it became
associated with romantic love. Later it became the familiar
celebration in which tokens of love such as flowers and
chocolates are sent, as well as Valentine’s cards.

Mr Brian Whitley, email: brianwhitley2005@yahoo.co.uk

It’s great to celebrate romantic love and also love in all its many forms: with
partners and family and friends.

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY:

We all know that it feels good to be loved but it seems that it may also be
good for your health. In January the Guardian reported the findings of a
scientific study that ‘relationships with friends and family reduce the risk of
disease at every stage of life’. Love is a gift of great value.

Tel:657178

THE BOWLING SECRETARY:

Mrs Jacqui Whitley
e.mail: jacquiwhitley@yahoo.com
Mrs Kath Griffiths

Tel:830901
Tel:662116

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON
AND WEST FELTON

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG
e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk
Tel:650488
WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

The Bible contains a letter written by the apostle Paul to the members of the
church in Corinth, encouraging them to love one another. He writes:
‘Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or
rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does
not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.’
This is good advice for any loving relationship, but it isn’t always easy.
Especially when we feel others are lacking in love towards us, we can be
tempted to be less loving in return. The Bible has an idea of covenant love,
which commits to love whatever the cost, trusting that this is the best way for
love to grow. This is the way in which God loves each one of us. The
Christian author Philip Yancey writes of this covenant love: ‘There is
nothing you can do to make God love you more. There is nothing you can do
to make God love you less.’ God chooses to love us. It’s as simple as that.
Nothing we can do will stop him loving us and we don’t need to do anything
to earn this love. When we learn to trust in this generous love, not only do
2

Mrs A. S. Cowley, “Pear Tree” Cottage, Treflach Oswestry
(Clerk to the Council) – Held the fourth Tuesday in the month
ascowley.whitpc@sky.com
http://www.2shrop.net/whitpc

Tel:659496

SHROPSHIRE YOUTH SERVICE

Rural Mobile visits the village on Tuesday 6:15pm – 8:00pm
Bus parks opposite the “Premier” Shop, Whittington.
Open to young people between the ages of 13 – 20 yrs.
Contact: Wendy Stockton, Shropshire Council Youth Worker.

Tel:654175

BAPTISM SECRETARY

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk

Tel:681036

WEDDING SECRETARY

Mrs Ann Jones, Springfield, Station Road, Whittington

Tel:662356
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poems have been written about it. It is thought that it is especially poignant
for couples who are not together because watching the moon separately,
from wherever they are, unites them and makes them feel as though they are
in the same place. Matchmaking dances often take place for those who are
unattached and looking for romance.
Shanghai has an energetic and vibrant nightlife. The Bund has been given
new life as a night time destination with dilapidated buildings demolished to
make way for neon-lit jazz clubs, cocktail lounges, and restaurants. Shanghai
is a major concert destination in Asia, and you will find large international
concerts on the calendar along with a number of local Mando-pop or Cantopop acts. There are a number of good jazz clubs, and you can see acrobatic
performances and touring productions of major Broadway shows.
Huaihai Zhong Street has a great selection of Chinese silk, a popular
souvenir and the Old Town Bazaar has a variety of crafts and antiques,
including popular souvenirs like jade bracelets, cloisonné jewellery and
vases, lacquerware and porcelain items, along with vintage Cultural
Revolution books and posters. Counterfeit souvenirs are common, so buyers
should be wary of paying high prices for easily faked items like jade and
antiques. You can flex your bargaining muscles at street shops and markets,
but the prices in formal stores and hotels are generally fixed. Remember to
keep smiling and draw the shopkeeper away from other customers for the
best deals.

we know ourselves to be truly loved but we can find help to love others
generously too.
February also brings the beginning of Lent, with Ash Wednesday on 10th
February. While we often focus on doing without in Lent, some people find
it a helpful time to set aside time to learn more about the Christian faith. If
you would like to join the Lent course detailed below, you would be very
welcome.
Love from

Sarah
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Lent Study: ‘Learning to Dream Again’
This year during Lent we will be reading
‘Learning to Dream Again’ by Samuel
Wells, vicar of St. Martin in the Fields,
London; using study materials written by
Lichfield Diocese.
Please sign up in church or contact Sarah if you hope to join us and we will
arrange for you to have a copy of the book. The studies will take place on
Thursday mornings at 10:00am and we start the week before Lent (as
outlined below).
Thursday Mornings in Whittington Church
Worship, Sharing, Learning
9:30am Holy Communion, 10:00am Coffee and Bible Study
4th February Lent Study 1: Learning to Love Again
11th February Lent Study 2: Learning to Live Again
18th February Lent Study 3: Learning to Think Again
25th February Coffee Morning 10:00am to 12:00 noon
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eight languages and costs around £4; as the lines can get rather long it is
worth getting there early, and if it is a hot day use the south entrance rather
than the north as it is possible to queue there undercover.

DIARY
2

PRESENTATION OF CHIRST IN THE TEMPLE
(CANDLEMAS)
9:30am

Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel

2-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

4

9:30am
10:30am

Holy Communion
Coffee and Bible Study 1: Learning to Love Again

6

8:00am

The February Prayer Breakfast to support Ben
Mayho, the Schools Christian Project Worker, will
be held at St Oswald’s Parish Centre; if you would
like attend please telephone Lynn Carroll on 01691 659385 by Wednesday 3rd February

7

SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT
11:00am
6:30pm

9

4

Parish Communion
Holy Communion According to the Book of
Common Prayer

9:30am

Whittington Church of England School in Church
for Church Worship

2-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

3:00pm

Whittington Senior Citizens have a talk in the
Senior Citizens’ Hall by Malcolm Lord on being a
Pantomime Dame; cost £5 per person , to include
tea and cake; further details on page 9

Visitors can also see many beautiful temples and pagodas, like the Jade
Buddha Temple, Longhua Temple, and the magnificent Jinshan Donglin
temple. For discounts of up to fifty percent n many tourist attractions in
Shanghai, visit the Woori Bank to sign up for a Shanghai Tourist Card.
The Yuyuan Gardens, Gardens
of Contentment, date back to
1559 during the Ming Dynasty,
and are the best example of
Chinese classical gardens in
Shanghai. Yuyuan is a popular,
peaceful and beautiful
attraction with an inventive
layout and visitors who like Koi fish will be impressed with the collection.
The relatively small gardens are laid out with pavilions, rockeries, ponds,
and a traditional theatre arranged in an ornate maze. The gardens consist of
six sections, the Grand Rockery; Hall of Heralding Spring; Hall of Jade
Magnificence; Ten Thousand Flower Pavilion; Inner Garden and Lotus Pool.
The gardens are on Yuyuan Street in downtown Shanghai and can be
reached via the Town God Temple Market, a warren of shops and stalls that
is becoming increasingly popular as a tourist bazaar. The market boasts both
international staples like Starbucks as well as unique local stalls. It is best to
visit the gardens during the week because they are very busy at weekends.
One of China's most loved cultural celebrations is the Moon Festival held
each year towards the end of September, and marks the end of the harvest
season. There are written records detailing this festival dating back about
3,000 years and it is now a Chinese public holiday. The main symbol of the
festival is the baking and eating of Moon Cakes, round pastries with sweet
fillings; in Shanghai the favourite filling is red bean paste. Houses are
decorated with coloured animal-shaped paper lanterns and altars are piled
with round fruits to symbolise the shape of the moon. The evening is spent
moon-gazing and enjoying the company of family, before a celebratory feast
at midnight. Apart from being a traditional time for family reunions, the
Moon Festival is also a romantic day in the Chinese calendar; many love
29

TRAVELLER’S TALES
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SHANGHAI
China’s largest city is an exciting hub of international activity and was the
first Chinese port open for trade with the west. The best time to visit
Shanghai is in the spring between March and June; Shanghai's climate is
generally humid and subtropical and September to November can also be a
great time to visit however typhoons are a possibility at this time.
Shanghai is a great place to start a trip to China as the blend of western and
eastern culture ensures there’s something for everyone to see and do and no
visit is complete without a stroll along the Bund. This picturesque street,
Shanghai's waterfront promenade, stretches for a mile along the bank of the
Huangpu River, and was once the most famous street in Asia; it is still
renowned for its strip of Art Deco buildings. One of the grandest buildings,
formerly the City Communist Party headquarters, is now the home of the
Shanghai Pudong Development Bank and on the skyline visitors can see the
Jin Mao Tower, the tallest building in China. From the Bund visitors can
take a river trip down the Huangpu to the mouth of the Yangtse; boats leave
regularly from the Shiliupu Pier south of the Bund and the trip takes about
three hours. Those preferring an aerial view with a drink in hand, could visit
the Char Bar in the Indigo Hotel; However it’s done this area promises
incredible photo opportunities and is a good way for visitors to familiarise
themselves with the city.
The new Shanghai Museum is situated
on the People's Square which boasts a
giant musical fountain and several
attractive green recreational areas
where locals dance and fly kites. It is
surrounded by the City Hall, an underground shopping centre, and the
Grand Shanghai Theatre; however the Shanghai Museum, opened in 1996,
draws the most interest. The building is shaped like a giant bronze urn and
contains a collection of over 123,000 cultural artefacts in twenty-one
categories, including Chinese Ancient Bronze; Ancient Ceramics; Paintings;
Caligraphy; Ancient Jade and Ming and Qing Furniture. Non Chinese
speakers should use the museum’s advanced audio tour, which is offered in
28
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ASH WEDNESDAY
7:00pm

Holy Communion

9:30am
10:00am

Holy Communion
Coffee and Bible Study 2: Learning to Love Again

7:00pm

Whittington Women’s Institute meets in the
Community Centre; Speaker: Penny Turner
Topic: “Travels with a Penguin"

12

14

Whittington Church of England School breaks for
Half Term
FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
8:00am
11:00am
4:00pm

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Messy Church

15

LAST DAY for magazine material for the February edition of the
“Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, 4 Rosehill
Avenue, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com

16

9:30am

Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel

7:30pm

The Filling Station; further details on page 22

17

7:00pm

Compline

18

9:30am
Holy Communion
Coffee and Bible Study 3: Learning to Love Again

21

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
11:00am
6:30pm

Parish Communion
Evensong

“Wear it Woolly” appeal for Age UK Shropshire, Telford and
Wrekin; further details on page 14

5
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Whittington Church of England School re-opens
9:30am

Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel

12:00noon

Whittington Senior Citizens Monthly Lunch at the
White Lion; further details on page 9

2-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

7:15pm

Deanery Synod in Whittington Church; the first
part of the evening is a talk by Rev George Fisher,
Diocesan Director of Mission on “Mission in the
Rural Context” to which everyone is welcome

24

7:00pm

Compline

25

9:30am

Holy Communion

10.00am-12:00noon Coffee Morning in church; further details on
page 18
28

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
8:00am
11:00am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Extracts from the Parish Registers
for the month of December 2015
REQUIESCAT IN PACE
“May the Souls of the Faithful Departed Rest in Peace”
6th December 2015

Anthony Roy Horton
aged 56 of Whitefriars, Oswestry

9th December 2015

John Roland Tomlinson
aged 85 of Walsham Avenue

6

tidying up and made smooth; Council members will pursue this action in the
New Year.
Areas of Concern: Fly Tipping - One Councillor raised concern in relation
to the Fly Tipping that was being carried out in Berghill Lane; apparently all
manner of refuse is being left there.
Whittington Castle: The Castle lights were on over the Christmas period
and a local photographic club visited recently and took some really nice
pictures.
Funding ‘A reminder to local organisations’: The Council annually have
funds to aid projects and organisations within the village. They will soon be
considering written applications for funding in early 2016. Any organisation
wishing to apply should write to the Clerk to the Council.
Date and time of the next meeting: The next Parish Council meeting is on
Tuesday 26thth January 2016 commencing at 7:30pm, in the Senior Citizens’
Hall.
Paul Thompson-Lawrence
(This article is a brief outline of the main discussion points for the WPC
meeting and does not represent a formal record. For an official copy of the
minutes please contact the Parish Clerk or look on the Parish Website
www.shrop.net/WhitPC)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Leap Year in History
Explorer Christopher Columbus used the
lunar eclipse of 29th February 1504 to his
advantage during his final trip to the
West Indies. After several months of
being stranded with his crew on Jamaica,
relations with the indigenous population
broke down and they refused to continue helping with food and provisions.
Columbus, knowing a lunar eclipse was due, consulted his almanac and then
gathered the native chiefs on 29th February; he said that God was to punish
them by painting the Moon red. During the eclipse, he said that God would
withdraw the punishment if they starting co-operating again. The panicked
chiefs agreed and the Moon began emerging from its shadow.
27

Planning: 15/05106/Ful – Erection of conservatory to side elevation – 36
Penybryn Avenue, Whittington Shropshire
Notification of an appeal: 14/04038/FUL – Barn at Hen-Hafod – Refer to
application observation dated 7th October 2014 – Minute 187/14 refers
Planning permission granted: 15/04494/FUL – Rose Croft, Lower
Frankton – Replace and erect a single storey extension and demolition of
stable.
Whittington Parish Carol Service: The Carol Service went very well
again; this was the third year and there were over three hundred people who
attended. They enjoyed the carols, the really good music accompaniment, the
Castle illuminations and a visit from Santa.
Whittington Parish Plan Steering Group: The Parish Plan document has
been looked at and is going to a committee member to read over the
holidays. It will be proof read in the New Year and discussed at the next
committee meeting on the 19th January.
Footway Lighting: The Councillors discussed the current situation
regarding the lighting in the Parish. A number of the lights are old but they
all need looking at properly in the New Year. The subcommittee are to meet
with Highline and Shropshire County Council and look at the options and
present the results to the Parish Council. They will form a committee in
February 2016 to take things forward. As usual, if there are any other issues
relating to street lighting, they should be reported to the Clerk to the Council.
Whittington Play Area: – Continuation from last month - there were still
questions regarding the ownership of the grassed area adjacent to the Play
Area. The Council is to look at the land boundary for the play area to decide
who owns the land and access to it.
Whittington Cemetery: Councillor Davis advised that there will be another
meeting of volunteers in January to tidy up the leaves and pathways etc. in
the cemetery. There is always something to do and they are always open to
offers of help should anyone wish to join in.
Garden of Remembrance: It was noted that the pathway is now in need of
26

26th December 2015

Mary Evans
aged 82 of The Terraces, Morda

Communicants for the month………146
Attendance for the month…………..462
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The Rector and Trustees of The Friends of St John the Baptist acknowledge
the following donations:A donation of £182

Anon

A donation of £602.50 in memory of John David Ward
from his Family and Friends
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
THANK YOU
On behalf of myself and all my family I would like to take this opportunity
to thank all the many friends and neighbours who sent cards and letters to us
following David’s death at the end of November. May I also thank the very
many people who came to support the family on the occasion of his funeral;
your kind words, prayers and support have been an enormous comfort to us
all. In total more than £1,100 was donated in David’s memory, thank you for
your generosity; and by the time you read this it will have found its way to
the Severn Hospice, the Friends of St John the Baptist and the Parish
Church.
Agnes Ward
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Christmas Flowers in Church
Thank you to everyone who gave so generously so that our
church could be decorated with flowers to celebrate the
birth of our Lord; Donations totalled £55.00.
Thank you to all the ladies who gave their time and used
their talent to decorate the church. Once again your skills
have brought great pleasure to our congregation and our
many visitors.
Barbara Phipps
7

CHANGE OF DAY FOR CHOIR PRACTISE
We have recently changed the day on which
the choir meets for practice and we now
meet every other Thursday at 5:30pm in
Church. The current scheduled dates are:
4th Feb; 18th Feb; 3rd Mar and 17th Mar.
New choir members are always welcome and
although the ability to read music is an advantage, it is far from necessary. If
anyone is interested in joining us at practice and for services, please give
Keith Griffiths a ring on 01691 662116 or email him at
keith.j.griffiths@btinternet.com
Keith Griffiths
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Leap Year – 29th February
2016 brings us a Leap Year; we need to add this
extra day every four years in order to keep our
calendar in alignment with the Earth’s revolutions
around the Sun. The problem is very simple: our
calendar has 365 days, but it actually takes
365.242199 days (a tropical year) to circle once
around the Sun. That means we are ‘out’ by nearly
six hours a year. Four times six hours is 24 hours hence an extra day every four years. Adding the
extra day in February goes back to Julius Caesar in
45 BC. In his Julian Calendar, February was the last
month of the year, and 24th February was Leap Year
Day.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
How to avoid a hangover - Scientists have solved one of the great mysteries
of life; the only way to avoid a hangover is to drink less; all those famous
cures don’t work. You can try Sprite; bouillon soup; RU-21 (created by the
KGB for Soviet spies); the Corpse Reviver Cocktail (from The Savoy circa
1930); putting pins in a cork (a cure from Haiti); or drinking water directly
before or directly after too much alcohol; it really doesn’t matter. Dr Joris
Verster of Utrecht University points out: “The only practical way to avoid a
hangover is to drink less alcohol.” The research was presented to the
European College of Neuropsychopharmacology in Amsterdam.
8

Whittington Parish Council News,
Meeting held on 22nd December 2015
There were nine Parish Councillors, the Clerk and two members of the
Public at the meeting.
Community Police Incident report for November 2015:
The items relevant to Whittington were as follows
Anti-Social and Nuisance: 1 incident, a Neighbour Dispute in Park Hall
Burglary at a Dwelling: 1 incident in Park Crescent, Park Hall
Vehicle Crime, Theft from a Vehicle: 1 incident in Whittington- person/s
have attempted to remove items from a motor vehicle
Theft: 1 incident of theft from a Building Site in Park Hall
With the lights drawing in, please take the time to protect your house from
being targeted by potential burglars. Police recommend using timer switches
on lights in the house, if you’re not home these lights make your house look
lived in and could be enough to stop your house being the next target.
Your team & Contact numbers:
Local Police Officer – PC 3718 Kate Le’Clere – 07792 774 024
Police community Support Officers:
PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes - 07792 774 047; PCSO 60218 Cara Fairly
Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and partners to identify,
tackle and solve issues that matter to the community where you live. Thanks
to an investment in mobile tablet style computers, officers will be asked to
spend more time on patrol, on the street and in neighbourhoods. Officers will
continue to come to people when they need them and provide a high quality
service. However you can contact us - in person (on the street, at community
bases and at partners and communities together [PACT] meetings), on the
phone or online.
25

Leap Day Babies World Record
All the people born on 29th February are invited to join The Honour Society
of Leap Year Day Babies, membership is free and over ten thousand people
have joined since the website was launched in 1997.
According to the Guinness Book of Records there are Leap Day World
Record Holders both of a family producing three consecutive generations
born on 29th February and of the number of children born on 29th February
iin the same family. According to the Guinness Book of Records, the only
verified example of a family producing three consecutive generations born
on this date is that of the Keogh family. Peter Anthony was born on a Leap
Day in 1940, while his son, Peter Eric, was born on 29th February, 1964.
Peter Eric's daughter, Bethany Wealth, was also a Leap Day baby, born on
February 29, 1996.
The Henriksen family from Andenes, Norway,
currently holds the official record for the
most number of children born in a family on
Leap Day. Karin Henriksen gave birth to three
children on 29th February; her daughter Heidi
in 1960 and her sons Olav and Leif-Martin in 1964 and 1968.
Celebrity Leap Day Birthdays
1468 – Pope Paul III (d. 1549)
1792 – Gioacchino Rossini, Italian composer (William Tell, The Barber of
Seville) (d. 1868)
1896 – Morarji Desai, former Indian prime minister (d. 1995)
1968 – Wendi Louise Peters, English television and theatre character actress
1916 – Dinah Shore, American singer (d. 1994)
1924 – Al Rosen, American baseball player
1924 – Carlos Humberto Romero, former president of El Salvador
1972 – Saul Stacey Williams, American singer, musician, poet, writer, and
actor
1976 – Ja Rule (real name Jeffrey Atkins), American rapper and actor
1980 – Chris Conley, American musician and songwriter/composer
It is only imperfection that complains of what is imperfect. The more perfect
we are, the more gentle and quiet we become toward the defects of others.
24

MUSIC FESTIVAL TO FEATURE MOZART
This year’s Whittington Music Festival will celebrate
the 260th birthday of the great Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart with 6 marvellous concerts of his music from
17th-22nd May. His enduring popularity will probably
ensure Whittington Church is full every night! –
and there’s a special lunchtime concert for local
schools as well. The full programme is posted on the
website, along with details of our international artists from across the globe
and advice on how to get tickets. Tickets are anyway always available from
Lawrence and Rosie at 3 Top Street, Whittington. If you’re planning to come
every night, make sure you get a Whole-Festival Pass while they are still
available at the special offer price!
www.whittingtonmusicfestival.org.uk

WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers
Not a great deal to report this month; I just hope that no-one has developed
webbed feet with all this rain we have been experiencing; we have been very
lucky compared to places further north. We do have a small leak in the
Senior Citizens’ Hall roof which hopefully will be sorted as soon as we have
a few dry days. The Christmas decorations have been put away for another
year; our thanks again to Val’s husband, Phil, who removed those in high
places and packed them away.
On Tuesday 9th February Malcolm Lord, the actor- cum –entertainer, is
9

coming along to talk on his experiences as a pantomime dame. This will
commence at 3:00pm and there will be a charge of £5 per person and will
include tea and cake. Please try and support this event.
The lunch at The White Lion this month will be on Tuesday 23rd February;
as always please let Val Hayward know if you do NOT wish to be included
in this event, her number is 01691 662434. In addition please give Val a ring
if you would like to join this sociable occasion; the cost is £7.50per person.
The line dancing class re-started on 7th January after a two week break. It is
still not too late to come along and partake of some light exercise and plenty
of fun. The class starts at 1:30pm and ends at 3:15pm, with a short break
after an hour. The cost is £3.50 and a raffle takes place.
Monthly Whist Drives will start again on Wednesday 3rd February; our
grateful thanks as always to Jan, Rita and Margaret and their helpers who
organize these whist drives each month. They also run sessions on Monday
afternoons in the small meeting room; everyone is welcome, beginners and
experienced players.
During the months of November through to March there are no Thursday
Morning coffee sessions; these will re-start when British Summer Time
commences.
IT classes are still being held on Tuesday mornings from 9:30-11:30 and are
organised by North Shropshire College.
The hall is available for hire for parties, meetings etc and the charge is £10
per hour.
We are looking for ideas for events we can arrange during the year. If someone has any suggestions please contact a member of the Committee, they
are: Val on 662434; Sue on 650381; Frances on 662366 and Veronica on
680980.
Dates for your Diary:
Tuesday 9th February
Tuesday 23rd February
10

3:00pm Malcolm Lord gives a talk on
being a Pantomime Dame, including tea
and cake - £5 per person
12:00 Monthly lunch at the White Lion

WHITTINGTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
At this time of year there would normally be frantic activity, planning the
Village Fair. The event has been held on the 2nd Saturday in July for the past
41 years. Originally held at the castle, and more recently in and around the
Community Centre, the event provided, from the start, a focus for a free
village get-together and part of the means of first buying the Centre and
subsequently maintaining it for the benefit of organisations and individuals
in Whittington. The Centre is now in good order and appreciated by all who
use it.
The small dedicated management committee have decided that they can no
longer organise such a complex and costly event. There are now so many
organisations, both in Whittington and in the wider area who stage similar
events to raise money for all sorts of good causes – and we too support these
groups.
The Centre management committee will continue fundraising with other
events and would like to thank everyone who has helped in any way over the
41 years – and ask that you continue to support our events in the future.
Kath Griffiths,
Secretary
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
OLD GARDENER – FEBRUARY TIPS
Early potatoes can be chitted now by placing seed
potatoes, shoot upwards, in egg trays in as cool light
place to encourage growth; plant them out in February
when the soil is not frozen. If space is limited you can
grow potatoes in purpose designed sacks, old compost
bags or rubble sacks in general multi-purpose compost.
Purchase onion sets and garlic for Spring planting. Sow broad beans outside
this month for an early harvest, protesting the seedlings by placing a cloche;
a double layer of fleece or black polythene sheeting over the top. Now is the
time to prune Autumn raspberries to the ground so the plant can produce new
stems for this year’s crop. If you have undercover facilities then you can start
to sow onions, early leeks, cabbage, peas and lettuce.
My mouth doesn't seem to have a backspace key

23

Praise God for all the
Christmas bookings we had
in the run-up to the holidays
and for the iBreakout/
bushcraft work Ben has been
doing which is receiving positive feedback from the schools. Please pray for
the bushcraft work Ben is starting in The Marches School next week. Praise
God also for the mentoring work Ben was able to do last term and for the
mentoring bookings he has already for this term. Praise God that both of our
diaries are already getting full for this term with schools work!
JANUARY UPDATE

Do pray for all the assemblies we have this term about ‘being clean on the
inside’ and ‘new beginnings’, that the children would think carefully about
what is being said and how it relates to them. Please also pray for the
sessions Jonny is facilitating on the Gospel of Luke with Lakelands Faith
Group. Please pray that we would be wise and above reproach in every
aspect of our role, that we might display Jesus in the way we act as well as in
what we say.

Weekly:
Monday
Thursday

2:00pm Afternoon Whist Session - £1
1:30pm-3:15pm Line Dancing - £3.50
Gillian Roberts
01691 662236
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

4:00pm 14 February, Whittington Church

Messy Church

‘Love Rules’
We begin with crafts and activities
at 4:00pm

Thank you so much for prayerfully partnering with us in this work.
God bless, Jonny & Ben
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
IN NEED OF FUEL?
A reminder that a new informal way of expressing Christian
faith has its next meeting on 16th February at 7:30pm in
Knockin Assembly Rooms. The Speaker will be the Rev
Richard Hill, Rector, St Laurence’s, Church Stretton. .
This is not a new church denomination, rather a group of
Christians who are celebrating their faith in God in an
informal and authentic fashion. Come and see for
yourselves.
Join us for coffee, cake, worship, prayer and a good speaker
TOP UP SPIRITUALLY AT A FILLING STATION NEAR YOU
Adversity makes a man wise, not rich. – Anon
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At 4:30pm we gather for a short act of worship
with songs and a story.
We end with sandwiches, cakes and drinks for all to
share.

All ages welcome
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Leap Year in History
The tradition of a woman proposing on a leap year has been attributed to
various historical figures. One, although much disputed, was St Bridget in
the fifth Century. She is said to have complained to St Patrick that women
had to wait too long for their suitors to propose. St Patrick then supposedly
gave women a single day in a leap year to pop the question - the last day of
the shortest month. Another popular story is that Queen Margaret of
11

Scotland brought in a law setting fines for men who turned down marriage
proposals put by women on a leap year. Sceptics have pointed out that
Margaret was five years old at the time and living far away in Norway. The
tradition is not thought to have become commonplace until the nineteenth
century. It is believed that the tradition of women proposing on this day goes
back to the times when the leap year day was not recognised by English law.
Under this theory, if the day had no legal status, it was acceptable to break
with the convention of a man proposing.

The practice of women proposing in a leap year is different around the
world. In Denmark, it is not supposed to be 29th but 24th February, which
hails back to the time of Julius Caesar. A refusal to marry by Danish men
means they must give the woman twelve pairs of gloves. In Finland, it is not
gloves but fabric for a skirt and in Greece marriage in a leap year is
considered unlucky, leading many couples to avoid it.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
LENT SOUP LUNCHES
As we approach the season of Lent and the Church is
looking for volunteers to host a Soup Lunch. It doesn’t
matter if you can only accommodate three or four
people, everyone enjoys these social occasions. Would
you be willing to open up your home this year? If so then please contact one
of the Churchwardens and if not then why not come along to someone else’s
by signing up on the list at the back of church; all are welcome.
12

Answers to January’s Quiz
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

Baptism
Human Head
Newport
A couple took their five year-old
1973
The King of the Mountains young daughter to church. During
the service, the minister conducted
Eggs Benedict
the baptism of a tiny infant. The
Nathan Lane
little girl watched in wonder as he
Venice
held the baby, said solemn words,
Seven
then poured water
Red
over its head,
The Cotswolds
and then carefully
P. D. James
wiped it dry.
Nepotism
Finally she turned to her father.
The sun
“Daddy, why is
th
12 Century
he brainwashing
T
that baby?”
Tiger Woods
Savile Row
208
When technology goes wrong
Mastermind Chair
Violet Elizabeth Bott The father of a family - who was a
big-time techie - got his oldest
Francisco
daughter an iPhone for her birthday.
Snake
He also got an iPad for his son. Later
Squadron Leader
he bought an iPod for the youngest
The Calypso
daughter. Then,
Manchester
when his wedding
Twelve
anniversary rolled
Lambeth Palace
around, he got his
Trafalgar Square
wife an iRon.
30s
Garlic
That's when the
Piebald
fight began.
Stoat
Testator
Black

Leap Year in History – On 29th February 1692 the first warrants
were issued in the Salem witchcraft trials in Massachusetts.
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CHILDREN’S PAGE

WHITTINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

When you come to church you hear hymns which are songs
of praise to God. Some are very old, and some, like the ones
you sing at school, are new.

Margaret Nicholas welcomed members to the first meeting of 2016 and after
the minutes of the December meeting were read, confirmed and signed and
Jerusalem was sung. Apologies were received from our President, Glenys
Brind, and Ruth Haile.

Have you ever wondered who wrote the hymns we sing? For
example one hymn writer was Mrs Cecil Frances Alexander,
the wife of the Bishop of Londonderry. She wrote a book
called “Hymns for Little Children” which was dedicated to
her godchildren. The book was published in 1848 and
contained hymns we know well today; “All Things Bright and
Beautiful”; “Once in Royal David’s City” and “There is a
Green Hill Far Away.”

Matters Arising included members’ appreciation for the beautiful floral
display produced by Libby Morris for the Group Carol Service, and the
excellent refreshments provided by Ruth Haile. The service raised £105 for
The Bone Cancer Appeal at the Orthopaedic Hospital.

It is said she wrote the last one because of the view from
the Bishop’s palace. The house looked out over the city walls
to the green hills in the distance.

Twiddlemuffs were discussed and members were requested to make them for
patients with dementia. Twiddlemuffs are knitted woollen muffs with items
such as ribbons, large buttons or textured fabrics attached that patients with
dementia can twiddle in their hands. People with dementia often have
restless hands and like something to keep them occupied. The Twiddlemuffs
provide a source of visual, tactile and sensory stimulation at the same time as
keeping hands snug and warm.

“For all the Saints” was one of the hymns written by a
previous Rector of Whittington whilst he lived here, and the
church congregation were the first to sing his creations.
Can you find out his name; when he was Rector here and
where in the village he is buried?
You may be surprised to learn that there are places in the
village named after him – do you know someone living there?
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A poster promoting the WI movement has been displayed in the local shop.
The Institute celebrated its 94th birthday with a meal at the Poacher’s Pocket,
Gledrid, which was enjoyed by all. Information was shared regarding
submissions for the “Historic Shropshire” WI calendar for 2017. County
Office have arranged a meeting for prospective ‘Speakers’ to be held on 1 st
March and five members from the Institute can attend.

The Shropshire WI Newsletter was considered; information was reviewed
and opportunities for members to join in a range of activities, events and
competitions discussed. Ideas were requested to support fund raising;
suggestions included a trip on Jones the Boats, a walk followed by a BBQ, a
coffee morning with raffle and bring and buy. The Shrewsbury Flower Show
and the various categories for competitors discussed.
The speaker for the evening was Rachel Harding from Chirk Castle
(National Trust). Rachel provided a valuable insight into the history of the
castle and was able to explain who had owned the castle, their fortunes, their
executions and the renovations they undertook to the castle. Educational
13

opportunities at Chirk Castle are a strong focus for the National Trust with a
range of activities, learning sessions, enabling history to come alive for
primary aged children. Rachel brought with her an excellent range of visual
and sensory props, including photographs; and Institute members were asked
to consider volunteering at the Castle.
Barbara Roberts thanked Rachel and congratulated her on her wonderful
presentation. The competition winners (the number of three-letter words
formed from “The National Trust”), were 1st Joyce Howard (332 words); 2nd
Kath Griffiths (254 words) and 3rd Julie Sheffield (250 words).
Next month the speaker at the meeting will be Penny Turner describing
“Travels with a Penguin” and the competition will be for a soft toy.
Jo Goodall
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
On 21st February in Whittington Church we
are inviting people to wear something woolly to
church and to donate £1 to support the work of
Age UK Shropshire Telford & Wrekin.
“The winter months can have a devastating
impact on the health of many older people. Twenty-four thousand older
people in the UK are expected to die prematurely from the cold this winter,
approximately three hundred of those in Shropshire. One in three people
couldn’t afford to heat their homes properly last year and with continuing
high fuel costs, that figure could be even higher this year.”
Age UK Shropshire Telford & Wrekin aim to help hundreds of local people
through the winter months with “Surviving Winter Grants” (providing
practical financial assistance) and through the warmth of friendship, with a
Befriending service, Day Centres and Living Well activities.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Sick - During a church service my young niece had to go
outside, as she did not feel well. She returned a few minutes
later and admitted: ‘I have been a little sick. But it doesn’t
matter, there’s a box at the door marked ‘for the sick’.
Advert for a new minister: “Wages not high, but
retirement benefits out of this world.”
14

RECIPE OF THE MONTH

ZESTY GRAPE AND ALMOND CAKE
Serve this as a pudding with crème fraîche, or as a cake. It keeps well – for
four or five days, like a polenta cake, but lighter and moister.
Serves 10-12 as a pudding
8 oz (225g) soft butter
4½ oz (130g) caster sugar
3½ oz (100g) lift soft brown sugar
4 large eggs
5¼ oz (150g) plain flour
5¼ oz (150g) ground almonds
10½ oz (300g) muscat grapes (halved and deseeded)
Zest of 1 lemon, 1 lime and 1 orange
2 tsp baking powder
1 tbsp demerara sugar
1 heaped tbsp flaked almonds
Oven:
175°C/ 337°F/ Gas 3½ (add 10°C/ 25°F if non-fan oven)
Cream together the butter and caster and light soft brown sugars until pale
and fluffy.
Add the eggs one at a time, beating well and scraping the sides of the bowl
after each one.
Mix in the citrus zests.
Sift flour, ground almonds and baking powder together and then fold into the
mixture.
Spoon the mixture into a loose-bottomed cake tin (9 inch) lined with baking
parchment and scatter the grapes evenly on top.
Sprinkle on the Demerara sugar and flaked almonds and bake for about 50
minutes.
The old forget, the young don’t know. – German proverb
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February at Whittington Castle
The Tearoom – Gift shop and Bookshop are open
Thursday to Sunday 10:00am-4:00pm, and also on
Wednesday during Half Term. It is doing Bacon Roll
specials during the week as a new venture; and also
Afternoon Teas served on cake stands with china cups
for individuals who fancy something special as a treat, or if you belong to a
group it makes a good trip out. Ring Sue Evans, Castle Tearoom Manager,
to chat though the cost and content.
March will see the Car Boots starting at the Castle and on 26th-27th March
(Easter Saturday and Sunday) there will be the first Re-enactment of the year
– with over sixty Napoleonic soldiers setting up camp. The Castle Easter
Egg Trail will also take place Easter Sunday and Monday.
Sue Ellis, Castle Manager - Telephone 01691 662500
E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk
Website
www.whittingtoncastle.co.uk
Worship . Friendship . Learning . Worship
. Friendship . Learning

COFFEE & ComPany
Come & Enjoy a
Cup of Tea or Coffee and
a chat for an hour or so

Come along to
Whittington Senior Citizens Hall
to meet

MALCOLM LORD – PANTO DAME
Tuesday 9th February at 3:00pm

in

Whittington Church
Thursday 25th February

An afternoon of fun with refreshments provided
£5.00

10:00am – 12:00 noon

All are very welcome
Entrance is free
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Voluntary Donations to Church
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Across:
1 Success or wealth (Deuteronomy 28:11) (10)
7 Forbidden fruit for Nazirites (Numbers 6:3) (7)
8 Concede (Job 27:5) (5)
10 Look at (Psalm 48:13) (4)
11 Much in evidence after weddings (8)
13 Condense (Job 36:27) (6)
15 Breakwater (6)
17 Give a tan (anag.) (8)
18 More usually now called Pentecost, — Sunday (4)
21 After living for 365 years, it was said of him that ‘he walked with God’
(Genesis 5:23–24) (5)
22 Trampled (Judges 9:27) (7)
23 For example, Miriam, Deborah (Exodus 15:20; Judges 4:4) (10)
Down:
1 Arrogance (Proverbs 8:13) (5)
2 Roman poet from first century BC (4)
3 So rapt (anag.) (6)
4 Declare again (2 Corinthians 2:8) (8)
5 Paul’s ‘fellow worker’, to whom he sent two epistles (Romans 16:21) (7)
6 God’s foreseeing care and protection (Job 10:12) (10)
9 Traditional form of Roman Catholic Mass (10)
12 ‘The Lord... has given the — of Israel to David and his descendants for
ever’ (2 Chronicles 13:5) (8)
14 ‘My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my — ’
(Luke 1:46–47) (7)
16 The central element in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, identified and
interpreted by Daniel (Daniel 2:31) (6)
19 ‘On this rock I will build my church, and the gates of — will not
overcome it’ (Matthew 16:18) (5)
20 City where Paul was under house arrest for two years (Acts 28:16) (4)
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DO YOUR HEARING AIDS NEED RETUBING OR A SIMPLE
REPAIR?
Shropshire Rural Community Council are delighted to
announce a new drop-in repair clinic in Oswestry for
information, help and advice to all NHS hearing aid
users. It offers simple hearing aid repairs, retubing
and maintenance for wearers of NHS hearing aids supplied by Shrewsbury or
Telford Hospital Audiology department. The Drop-In takes place every 1st
Wednesday of the month from 10:00am – 12:00 noon at Oswestry
Library, Arthur Street, Oswestry, SY11 1JN.
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