WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS
WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre
Secretary: Mrs Joyce Howard
WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:

Chairman: Jonjo Evans
Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis
BELL RINGING:

Details from Brian Rothera
BROWNIES, GUIDES:

Tel:656389
Tel:671300
Tel:662500
Tel:657778

6:00-7:15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre
Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere
Tel:624390
BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen)
2 Heather Bank, Gobowen
Tel:658016
e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com

PARISH SERVICES

SUNDAY SERVICES:
8:00am Holy Communion on 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays
10:30am Holy Communion weekly

6:30pm Holy Communion according to the Book of
Common Prayer on 1st Sunday
6:30pm Evensong on the 3rd Sunday

4:00pm Messy Church on the 4th Sunday
(No Service in July or August)

WEEKDAYS: 9:30am Holy Communion - Thursday
5:30pm Choir Practice
- Alternate Thursdays

Reverend Jassica Castillo-Burley

Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington

Tel:662236

Tel:670940

Tel:611749

RECTOR:
Reverend Sarah Burton
Tel:238658
Assoc. Minister: Reverend Richard Burton email:wwfchurch@gmail.com
The Rectory, Castle Street, Whittington SY11 4DF
Curate:

Mrs G Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com

Tel:656389
Tel:659562

CHURCHWARDENS:

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington
Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington

Tel:662116

WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:

ORGANIST: Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall

Tel:672838

Tel:670127

MAGAZINE:
Editor:
Miss A Ward, Manor Garden, 5 Boot Street,
Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com

Tel:659385

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE:

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning
All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall
Secretary: Mrs Gillian Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington

SENIOR CITIZENS:

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions
Leaders: Dawn and Mandy
Meet in the Community Centre 9:00am – 3:00pm

Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road

Tel:662236

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White
Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm. This will now be the
only stop in the village.

Distribution:

WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL:

Headteacher: Mr Carl Rogers
e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk

Tel:662269
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CHURCH WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk
SCHOOL WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonschool.co.uk
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“THE RIPPLE”
(Whittington Parish Church Magazine)
Vol 30 No 10
February 2018
When my children were small, I tried to find
imaginative ways to make Christian faith part of
everyday life. Someone loaned me a book of ideas
for this. One idea was to tuck a message of love
into your child’s lunch box on Valentine’s Day. This seemed a lovely idea so
on Valentine’s Day I made a card and I slipped it into my small daughter’s
lunchbox. Unfortunately, it did not have the desired effect. My daughter
came home mortified: no one else’s parents had done such a weird thing!
Perhaps I should have exercised more caution in taking ideas developed in
America and employing them in the East Riding of Yorkshire in the 1980’s.
I might have got away with it today as Valentine’s Day has become (in the
words of Wikipedia) ‘a significant cultural and commercial celebration.’ The
shops are now filled with a wide variety of Valentine’s gifts and the media
full of suggestions for celebrating the day in all kinds of ways.
Valentine’s Day has come a long way since it was first celebrated around
1500 as a day commemorating St. Valentine of Rome, martyred in 269. Later
two others named Valentine became connected to the day. It is not entirely
clear how this festival developed into a celebration of romantic love,
although a number of legends has grown up around this. The one thing we
can be sure of concerning the Valentines of early Christianity is that these
men lived lives inspired by the love of Jesus Christ. I cannot guess what they
might have made of modern Valentine celebrations, but I am sure they would
have been much more at home with another special day in the church’s
calendar which also falls on 14 February this year - Ash Wednesday, the first
day of Lent. This marks the beginning of a period of preparation for Easter traditionally a time of prayer and fasting, which has resulted in an emphasis
on giving something up. In our modern consumer world, going without
something for a while can be a very valuable experience. Yet Lent and
Valentine’s Day have more in common than you might think. At heart both
are about love. On Valentine’s Day we celebrate human love. In Lent we
remind ourselves of the love of God, shown to us most fully in the life, death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
2

WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY:

Mr Andy Cawthray - email: WhitCBC@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:

Richard Beaman
CRICKET SECRETARY:

Trina Lewis – email: lewisbtkr@aol.com
BOWLING SECRETARY:

Eileen Sinker

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY:

Mrs Kath Griffiths

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON
AND WEST FELTON:

Tel:657178

07581 710523

Tel:659166

Tel:774406

07968 844341

Tel:770212

Tel:662116

Tel:681036

Tel:654175

Tel:659496

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG
e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk
Tel:650488

WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL:

Mrs A. S. Cowley, “Pear Tree” Cottage, Treflach, Oswestry
(Clerk to the Council) – Held the fourth Tuesday in the month
ascowley.whitpc@sky.com
www.whittingtonpc.wordpress.com

SHROPSHIRE YOUTH SERVICE:

Rural Mobile visits the village on Tuesday 6:15pm – 8:00pm
bus parks opposite the “Premier” Shop, Whittington.
Open to young people between the ages of 13 – 20 yrs.
Contact: Wendy Stockton, Shropshire Council Youth Worker.
BAPTISM SECRETARY:

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk

WEDDING: Please contact the Rector

Tel:238658
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impressive Pont de Pierre, which was
built during Napoleon’s Spanish
campaigns; it has 17 arches in honour
of his victories. The views of the river
and quays from here are memorable,
particularly when floodlit at night.
Of course, for many the main attraction
of Bordeaux is the wine and there are
numerous vineyards and cellars to be explored. The area surrounding
Bordeaux produces more than 70 million gallons of wine each year,
including some of the world’s best red wine. Many vineyards are small
family-run businesses without staff to cater for tourists, but the larger, more
famous wineries organise tastings and tours at the cellars and vineyards.
Château Mouton-Rothschild is located just north of Pauillac. It is still run by
the Rothschilds and attracts thousands of visitors each year, who come as
much for the impressive collection of art and the picturesque estate as for the
wine. Château Lafite-Rothschild is nearby and was purchased by the
Rothschilds in 1868. The vinothèque contains many vintage bottles, several
dating from 1797. Château Margaux is an imposing 19th-century château
south of Pauillac; the estate produces three wines from its 650 acres. To see
the vat rooms and wine cellars, make an appointment by email or phone.
These are just some examples of famous wineries in the region - visitors
could easily spend several wine-drenched days exploring this beautiful area.
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So on Valentine’s Day this year we can celebrate both the love of people
close to us and God’s great love for us all – though maybe not with lunch
box messages.
Blessings,

Sarah
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Bible Reading – What about Revelation

3

I attended one of our excellent home groups in the autumn – both groups
were studying the Sermon on the Mount at the time – and we all agreed that
some parts of the Bible are not easy to understand. This is not surprising as
the Bible is at least 2,000 years old and some parts of it date back to the
Bronze Age. Another problem is that the Bible contains a variety of genres:
letters, poetry, history, biography. The group all agreed that the most
difficult book to read is the last one – the Book of Revelation. What is it all
about? But help is at hand – research in the last century has transformed our
understanding of Revelation. To get to grips with the book we have asked
Philip Crowe to preach two sermons at the main Sunday 10:30am Holy
Communion service in Whittington on the 4th and 11th February. He will
help us to see what the book meant to its readers in the first century AD and
what it means for us today. I think you will be surprised and fascinated and
see how the Book of Revelation is the most explosive text for us today.
Richard

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

‘Noah and his Ark’

4:00pm Sunday 25 February,
Whittington Church

Messy Church

We begin with crafts and activities at
4:00pm

At 4:30pm we gather for a short act
of worship with songs and a story

We end with sandwiches, cakes
and drinks for all to share

Everyone welcome

1
8:30am

9:30am

Holy Communion

DIARY

3

The February Prayer Breakfast to support the Schools
Christian Project Worker will be in the Senior
Citizens’ Hall. If you would like to attend please call
Lynn Carroll on 659385 by Wednesday 31st January

2:00-3:00pm

10:30am
6:30pm

Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens’ Hall; £1.50
including refreshments

Praise and Play in church

Parish Communion
Holy Communion according to the Book of
Common Prayer

SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT

6
7:30pm
Holy Communion

4

7
9:30am

8
7:00pm

Holy Communion
Parish Communion

LAST DAY for magazine material for the February edition of the
“Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, Manor Garden,
5 Boot Street, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com

8:00am
10:30am

SUNDAY NEXT BEOFRE LENT

Whittington Women’s Institute meets in the
Community Centre; Speaker: Jack Dent, a
professional magician

11

12
4

portico topped by twelve Muses and Graces. It served as the National
Assembly for the French Parliament briefly in 1781 and was the scene of the
premiere of the ballet La Fille Mal Gardée (The Wayward Daughter) in
1789. This theatre is the oldest in Europe not to have been burnt down or
needed rebuilding since its erection, and is now home to both the Opéra
National de Bordeaux and the Ballet National de Bordeaux. The interiors are
as impressive as the architecture and taking in a performance should not be
missed by opera or ballet lovers. Although many people still choose to dress
up formally for performances visitors can wear whatever they please and not
feel uncomfortable. Guided tours of the theatre are available.

The Basilique St-Michel is a magnificent Gothic cathedral and is a feature on
the pilgrimage of those going to Santiago de Compostello in Spain. It was
built in stages between the 14th – 16th centuries and the main distinguishing
feature is the tower and spire, which rises to a height of 374 feet; the highest
in the south of France. At the base of the tower lies an ossuary where an
exhibition of the mummies excavated during the 19th century can be seen.
Most of the original stained glass was destroyed in World War II, and has
since been replaced by new windows by modernist artist Max Ingrand.
Another feature of the church is the pulpit, which features Saint Michael, the
warrior saint, slaying the dragon. During July and August (afternoons only)
visitors can climb the 228 steps for wonderful views over the river. To the
west is the 13th-century Cathédrale St-André, the most impressive and
ostentatious church in Bordeaux (look out for the wonderful sculptures in the
doors).

The city’s museums are gathered around the cathedral, the best being the
Musée des Beaux-Arts, established in 1801 and which has a fine collection
of European art including works by Reynolds, Titian, Rubens, Matisse and
Marquet, a resident of the city. The museum is best known for its outstanding collection of French and Dutch paintings and there are also valuable
drawings and sculptures on show.

Two venerable old squares to visit are the Esplanade des Quinconces, which
was laid out between 1818 and 1828 and covers nearly 30 acres, making it
the largest square of its kind in Europe; and the smaller, but more beautiful,
square is the earlier Place de la Bourse. Its centre-piece is a fountain of the
Three Graces and is bordered by quays opening onto the river and flanked by
the Custom House and the Stock Exchange. Crossing the river is the
33

TRAVELLER’S TALES
BORDEAUX
Bordeaux is situated on the Garonne River, 20 miles inland from the Atlantic
Ocean; in days of yore it started out as a Roman trading post, and passed into
the hands of the English who owned it for some three hundred years,
imparting a British influence on the French flair of the city and surrounds.
Many of the grand chateaux in and around the city are still in English hands
and are open to tourists. The main attraction though is wine and connoisseurs
looking to take home some of their favourites will do best to buy directly
from the wine farms, but shops such as La Vinothèque on Cours du XXX
Juillet, or L'Intendant and Badie on allées de Tourny are also good bets.
There are other things to see and do in Bordeaux besides tasting and buying
wine, however. The city centre has undergone a remarkable upgrade in
recent years, restoring many of its centuries-old buildings. You won’t want
to miss the view from Les Quais, and the Aquitaine Bridge; the historical
monuments and lively student bars of La Victoire; and the lush and peaceful
Botanic Gardens. Bordeaux also has several interesting museums, including
the Museum of Contemporary Art, and the Musee D'Aquitaine, which
exhibits Gallo-Roman statues and relics dating back 25,000 years.
Vieux Bordeaux, (old town), is filled with narrow streets and is a treasure
trove of old churches and grand mansions adorned by wrought-iron
balconies and arcading. There has been a lot of restoration over the last few
years and whilst some streets remain a bit seedy - in a way, this ramshackle
look adds to the atmosphere; two-hour walking tours can be arranged
through the local tourist office and boat rides are also a popular and fun way
to see the old town. There are a number of must-see attractions in Vieux
Bordeaux: the Grand
Theatre de Bordeaux,
considered one of the
grandest 18th century
theatres in the world, was
built between 1773- 1780
on the site of a Roman
temple and is faced with
an enormous colonnaded
32
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Praise and Play in church

SHROVE TUESDAY
2:00-3:00pm

9:30am

9:30am
7:00pm

Holy Communion

Ash Wednesday School Service – All welcome
Ash Wednesday Holy Communion

ASH WEDNESDAY

15

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

14

18

9:30am
Holy Communion
10:00am-12:00noon Coffee Morning in church; further details page 15

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Evensong
22

9:30am

8:00am
10:30am
6:30pm

24

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

12:00noon

8:00am
10:30am
4:00pm

Senior Citizens Monthly Lunch at the White Lion;
£7.50, further details page 8

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Messy Church

Friends of Whittington Cemetery working party;
further details page 6
25

27

12:00noon
Whittington Senior Citizens go into school for
lunch; further details on page 8
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ADVANCE NOTICE FOR MARCH

Praise and Play in church
28

2:00pm

2:00-3:00pm

2

Women’s World Day of Prayer service at the Whole
Life Centre, Cabin Lane, Oswestry; arranged by the
women of Suriname “All God’s Creation is Very
Good”
5

Extracts from the Parish Registers
for the month of December 2017

Councillor Johnson mentioned the Parish paths partnership, as a point of
information relating to a stile replacement.

A Defibrillator is to be provided by the Parish Council, but further
clarification from the Ambulance Service is required in the New Year.

4th December 2017
Michael Abercrombie
aged 54 of Penybryn Avenue

Paul Thompson-Lawrence
(This article is a brief outline of the main discussion points for the
Whittington Parish Council meeting and does not represent a formal record.
For an official copy of the minutes please contact the Parish Clerk or look on
the Parish Website - www.whittingtonpc.wordpress.com)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Special needs – After booking my 85-year-old grandmother on a flight from
London to Amsterdam, I called the airline to go over her special needs. The
representative listened patiently as I requested a wheelchair and an attendant
for my mother because of her growing confusion, her
arthritis and impaired vision to the point of near
blindness. My apprehension lightened a bit when the
woman again and again assured me that she
understood and that every-thing would be taken care
of. I thanked her profusely. ‘Oh, you're welcome,’ she
replied. I was about to hang up when she cheerfully
added, ‘And will your grandmother want a rental car?’
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Express - I was in the express lane at the supermarket, quietly fuming.
Completely ignoring the sign, the woman ahead of me had slipped into the
checkout line pushing a cart piled high with groceries. Imagine my delight
when the cashier beckoned the woman to come forward, looked into the cart
and asked sweetly, ‘So which six items would you like to buy?’
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Date and time of the next meeting: The next Parish Council Meeting will
be at 7:30pm on Tuesday 23rd January 2018 in the Senior Citizens’ Hall.

Annual Parish Meeting: The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on
Tuesday 8th May 2018 and all are invited to attend this meeting which will
have various speakers.

Councillor Johnson also mentioned Whittington Together and the grants they
awarded to three groups from the profits raised from the Whittington
Together Fete.

REQUIESCAT IN PACE

15th December 2017
Barbara Jean Barlow
aged 83 of Yew Tree Avenue

“May the Souls of the Faithful Departed Rest in Peace”

16th December 2017
Ernest Hindle
Aged 95 of Babbinswood

Communicants for the month……...…161
Attendance for the month……….........332
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
FRIENDS OF WHITTINGTON CEMETERY
We warmly invite volunteers to the next working party to be held at
Whittington Cemetery on Saturday 24th February at 9.30am.
Tasks on this occasion will be generally tidying up the cemetery and
removing Christmas wreaths. We feel that the Christmas wreaths will be past
their best after two months and the graves will then be clear to commemorate
Mother’s Day and Easter.
For more information or to offer help or to make a donation please contact
me.
Sally Leppanen - 01691 658163
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Curiosity - A teacher was finishing a lesson on the joys of discovery and the
importance of curiosity. ‘After all,’ she declared, ‘where would we be today
if no one had ever been curious?’
One child quietly spoke up from the back of the room, ‘In the garden of
Eden?’
6

Planning: 17/05555/COU – Caravan Storage Land North of – The Elms,
Park Green Close – Change of use from agricultural to storage of forty
caravans and mobile homes – This was discussed, and the Councillors will
be writing to Shropshire Council. Planning Permission granted
17/05034/FUL – Great Fernhills Barns – Erection of extension to existing
garage to provide store
Mr Andrew Jones from Chartland Homes was in attendance to discuss a
potential housing site they are/have putting/put into Shropshire Council
Planning Department. He discussed the scheme which would be as follows,
Phase1, twenty houses and Phases 2-five each providing a further twentyfive houses to a total of one hundred and twenty properties. He addressed the
Parish Council, explaining the development proposals, and he gave the
members an opportunity to comment on the scheme.
Oswestry Area Committee of Parish and Town Councils: Councillor Ian
Johnson attended the meeting on 28th November which included the Local
Plan Review and Preferred Scale and Distribution of Development
Consultation. He mentioned the Local Plan Review, SAMDEV up to 2026
and the Local Plan to 2036 which takes over from SAMDEV. He suggested
the Council needed to know more about the Neighbourhood plan. A meeting
will be arranged for either the 2nd or 3rd Tuesday in February.
Footway Lighting: The Councillors were advised that the first LED lighting
phase would now be installed in the New Year.
2018/19 Financial Budget and Donations: This would be the same as
provided last year.

THANK YOU

On behalf of my family and myself, I would like to thank the very many
people from church who sent their condolences on the death of my dear wife,
Eileen. We have been inundated with telephone calls, cards, e-mails and
postcards, not only from the parish but as far away as the north of Scotland,
and France. We are most grateful for the love you have all shown to us and
the esteem in which Eileen was held, as could be seen by the huge turnout
for her funeral.

Before her illness struck two or three years ago, she was most willing to join
in parish jobs, no matter where we were, Wilmslow, Colemere and
Whittington; even joining in with functions at churches when abroad on
holiday. Indeed there is, in the English Church in Funchal, Madeira, a chair
we bought during their refurbishment with our name on a brass plaque fixed
to it.

Eileen loved her church, and was confirmed at an early age in Stockport, at
the church where Bishop Mark worked much later; and being a Chalice
Assistant was the culmination of her service to the church along with getting
her certificate, signed by Mark in 2016. Eileen now rests at peace with the
Lord she tried to honour and obey all her life.
Michael Thacker

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
SAVE THE CHILDREN

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Christmas Flowers in Church

The Christmas “Wear a Jumper Day” at Garden Croft, Daisy Lane raised a
wonderful £487.19. On behalf of Save the Children I would like to thank all
those who sent donations, all those who came and all those who gave up
their time to help.
Barbara Molesworth

Christmas Carol Service-Ye Old Boote Inn: It was estimated that around
two hundred people attended despite the weather. We are very grateful to the
SPAR for providing the Mince Pies for the event. My sincere apologies to
them as I omitted to mention in last month’s issue that they were kindly
providing them.

Thank you to everyone who gave so generously so that our church could be
decorated with flowers to celebrate the birth of our Lord; donations totalled
£125.00, well up on last year. Thank you to all the ladies who gave their time
and used their talent to decorate the church.

Barbara Phipps
7

Areas of Concern: The issue of cars parking on the pavement and blocking
the way for pedestrians in Boot Street was raised. Pedestrians are being
forced to walk on the road as their way is being blocked; the police have
been advised of this behaviour by drivers.
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WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers
The lunch at The White Lion this month is Tuesday 27th February; please
contact Val Hayward on 01691 662434 if you would like to join us. If you
are a regular at the lunches, please let Val know if you are unable to attend
for one reason or another. The cost of the two course roast lunch is currently
£7.50, and includes tea or coffee. Why not join us and see if you enjoy our
company, you do not have to commit to attending every month.
There is also an opportunity to go into school on Wednesday 28th February to
share a roast lunch with the children before reading with some of them. If
you would like to come along please let me know.
On Wednesday 3rd January, ten of us caught the D70X Arriva service bus to
Shrewsbury to see the pantomime “Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs”. It
was a fantastic show and Brad Fitt who played Nurse Nelly had, according to
her, fourteen changes of costume; some were quite hilarious. The Wicked
Queen was exceptional and had a powerful and clear singing voice. It was a
brilliant Panto and we all look forward to Mother Goose next year.

The Thursday morning coffee gatherings are continuing, weather
permitting, together with the Monday afternoon whist drive that start
at 2:00pm, and line dancing on Thursday afternoons. Please try and
support these sessions, as the saying goes “if you don’t use it, you may
lose it”. The committee work very hard to keep the club going and it
would be a great shame if it had to close due to lack of support.
We are aware that our members are increasing in age. When I was asked to
be secretary approximately fifteen years ago there were a few members in
their eighties, now we have at least eight in their nineties and a further ten
not too far from ninety. The committee are trying to decide on some future
events for the coming year, if anyone has any bright ideas please speak to
one of the committee members.
Committee Members: President: Val Hayward; Vice President: Veronica
Hargraves; Secretary: Gill Roberts; Treasurer: Marion Lycett; Committee
Members: Frances Savage, Sue Dyke, Glenys Shuker, Mary Tomkins
8
Gill Roberts - 01691 662236

Whittington Parish Council News,
Meeting held on 19th December 2017

There were eight Parish Councillors, the Clerk, Shropshire Councillor
Charmley, two members of the public and a Police Community Support
Officer at the meeting.

Your Local Police Officer and Community Support Officers Contact
numbers: Local Police Officer: - PC 3718 Kate Le’Clere – 07792 774 024
Police Community Support Officers: - PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes – O7816
172 510; and PCSO 40279 Pete Roberts – O7792774047

About your Team: Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and
partners to identify, tackle and solve issues that matter to the community
where you live. Making neighbourhoods safer by cutting day to day crime
and anti-social behaviour is at the heart of keeping people in West Mercia
safe. Thanks to an investment in mobile tablet style computers, these will
enable officers to spend more time on patrol on the street and in
neighbourhoods. Officers will continue to come to people when they need
them and provide a high quality service however you contact us - in person
(on the street, at community bases and at partners and communities together
[PACT] meetings), on the phone or online.

Get in touch - 101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime
oswestryrn.snt @westmercia.pnn.police.uk
www.westmercia.police.uk

/
@Oscops - Only call 999 in an emergency, when a crime is in
progress or life is in danger.

In the event of a Police emergency call 999 for urgent attention; or ring 101
for non-emergency calls. The Police mobile numbers above will only be
answered if the Officer is on duty. If your call is not answered please leave
your name, number and a brief message. The Officer will respond at their
earliest convenience when they are next on duty.

Crimes reported in November: There were thirty-eight incidents reported
but only nine of these were classed as crimes. Criminal Damage (3); Concern
for Safety (4); Missing Person (1) and Suspicious Circumstances (1).
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You, Robot! – Happy 80th Birthday

A MUSICAL HISTORY OF THE GENTLEMEN OF
THE CHAPEL ROYAL 1500 – 1700

“MASTERS OF THE KING’S MUSIC”

5th February 1953 (65 years ago) sweet rationing ended in Britain.
6th February 1918 (100 years ago) British women over the age of 30 were
given the right to vote.
15th February 1978 (40 years ago) New Zealand beat England in a cricket
match for the first time.
Genealogy – Where you confuse the dead, and irritate the living
9

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Do you remember when?

For full details of May’s Music Festival “Fantasia on a British Theme”,
collect a colour leaflet from church or the Post Office, or go to
www.whittingtonmusicfestival.org.uk where you can book festival
tickets online.

In aid of Whittington Music Festival and church expenses

From: Lawrence and Rosie Mortimer
3 Top Street, Whittington, SY11 4DR Tel: 01691 657986
Or: The Churchwardens

Tickets £10

WHITTINGTON PARISH CHURCH

7:30pm

SATURDAY 17th MARCH

under the direction of Mike Donkin

By the “Gentlemen and Scholars” of
St Oswald’s Parish Church

On 11th February 1938, the BBC produced the world’s first ever TV science
fiction programme, an adaptation of the play ‘R.U.R.’ by Karel Capek, and it
was that drama which coined the term ‘Robot’. Sometimes we may be
exasperated by the foibles of our colleagues, but just imagine what it would
be like if our only colleagues were robots….
You gaze with an unblinking eye
And, as you gaze, I wonder why
We’ve reached a point where we must settle
For colleagues who are made of metal?
For you, who are completely wired
You are not lazy, don’t get tired.
You don’t drink coffee, or eat cake
You never need a ‘natural break.’

But they had that human ‘thing’
That quality that made me sing,
Compassion of the human heart –
That’s what set my friends apart!
I know you won’t take it amiss
If I sit and reminisce If I could have my selfish way
I’d have them back, this very day!

Nigel Beeton

I know, before you burst my bubble
My human colleagues caused me trouble
I know they used to grouse and groan
Late for work and early home.

What happened to those humans who
Would make me smile when I was blue?
Or, stood around the old decanter
Would cheer me with chat and banter?

You never fail at any task
You do whatever you are asked
You’re never found just sitting snoring
But, for all that, you are so BORING!
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Parish Council Facebook Page
To try and keep up with the changing times, the Parish Council has now set
up a Facebook page to communicate out to a wider audience. Don’t worry
we won’t be trying to emulate Donald Trump! For any avid FB users, or if
you are an occasional internet browser the page is called “Whittington Parish
Council - Shropshire” and can be viewed at:
https://www.facebook.com/whittingtonshropspc/?ref=ts&fref=ts
It’s very much in its infancy at the moment, so please bear with us whilst it
evolves. Please feel free to leave a comment on it, communication is a two
way street.
Jill Whitby, Parish Council Chair
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Diary of a Momentous Year: February 1918:
How long O lord, how long?
Canon David Winter continues to look back on highlights of those critical twelve months, when the very
shape of modern world history was being forged.
If there had been radio or television in 1918 the
British public would have been more aware that events
in northern Europe and the middle East were changing the history of the
modern world. Of course, people knew – it was all over the newspapers –
that Russia, following the Revolution, now had a Bolshevik Government,
and that British forces (including the eventually world-famous ‘Lawrence of
Arabia’), were now deeply involved in a war to free the Arab peoples from
Ottoman rule. But that all seemed far away, and there were more
immediately pressing things to worry about at home.
The first, and for most people the worst, of these was the very effective
German blockade. ‘Britannia rules the waves’ didn’t seem very true when
German submarines, the dreaded U-boats, could operate with impunity
around our shores. During February, a British troopship carrying American
soldiers was sunk off the Irish coast, and even more blatantly a hospital ship
was sunk in the Bristol Channel, both by German submarines. The town of
Dover, in Kent, was shelled by the guns of a U-boat. The whole thing
seemed to be getting out of hand – certainly the toll of freight ships sunk was
drastically affecting food and other supplies in the shops.
10

selflessly eating our way through roast pork, beef Wellington and chicken
cooked in a wide variety of unpronounceable French sauces.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Update for February 2018

Our last update was way back in September 2016
and you might well wonder what has happened
since then by way of a decision on the redetermination of the Mid Wales (Powys) Conjoined
Wind Farms Public Inquiry. Incredibly, and almost
negligently, the answer is that we still await the
final decision, getting on for four years after the Inquiry closed in May 2014.
Just to remind you, four of the five windfarms were turned down in
September 2015 but the largest two, Carnedd Wen and Llanbrynmair,
appealed and the eventual re-determination process for those two was
completed by October 2016. All submissions for that process were
published on the ministry website, towards the bottom under “Public
inquiries for energy infrastructure”: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/consentsand-planning-applications-for-national-energy-infrastructure-projects.The
SNAP submission is REP22.

We were promised a decision in autumn 2017, but shortly before autumn’s
official end on 21 December 2017 it was announced that the decision was
being postponed until the New Year. We are now told that, even so, a
decision is not imminent. It appears that politics has intervened, but it may
yet work in our favour.

National Grid have suspended work on their plans for the giant pylon line
across Montgomeryshire and our part of North Shropshire but they, like all
of us, are waiting for this elusive wind farm inquiry decision, before
deciding whether their scheme is still viable.

In the meantime, campaigners in Powys seem to have prevented the worst
excesses of Powys County Council’s proposed shambolic Renewable Energy
policy, which could also have encouraged further windfarms, and hence the
possible need for the pylon line.

Charles Green
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On the perils of Parish Cook Books
The Rectory
St James the Least

The result of this was that the civilian population, whose war-time fears had
hitherto largely concerned their loved ones at the front line, now felt the
effects of war at close hand. Over the previous two years they had gradually
become aware, largely through the bombing raids by Zeppelins on British
towns and cities, that in modern warfare everyone is vulnerable. By the end
of 1917, the Germans had largely abandoned Zeppelin raids, mainly because
they had already lost the greater part of their fleet, but the threat of raids by
aircraft was very much in people’s minds. The shelling of Dover was a
reminder that modern war knows no borders.

My dear Nephew Darren
Thank you for your contribution to our proposed
parish cook book, “My favourite weekday dinner at
home” – although I have to say that baked beans on a baked potato was a
little unadventurous, even if I suspect, sadly, true.

Not surprisingly, February 1918 saw many tentative attempts to gather
support for a peace-making programme, largely encouraged by US President
Wilson. Politicians were talking peace at last, and there had been cease-fires
agreed in several long-lasting disputes in Eastern Europe, and the Middle
East. But for anxious British people, some resolution of the apparently
endless conflict with Germany was the main topic of their prayers.

WHITTINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

It is remarkable how many of my parishioners, when they know they will
appear in print, apparently dine sumptuously every evening in their own
homes. I could not help but feel that Miss Carruthers’ “weekday” recipe for
“Gratinee de Coquilles Saint Jacques” was taking imagination rather too far,
when everyone knows she lives on scrambled eggs on toast on a tray in front
of the television.
Asking the bishop to write the preface for our cook book has not turned out
entirely successfully, since the greater part of it extolled the virtues of
fasting. I suspect this may have something to do with his attraction to lean,
muscular Christianity and his disapproval of my ample waistline. And when
attending a social occasion at the bishop’s palace, “lean” would definitely be
my description of the size of the sherry he pours.

The minutes were made available to all and comments about the Christmas
meeting brought smiles and laughter as members remembered playing a
hilarious game of Charades. The committee was thanked for all the
sumptuous refreshments and for organising little Christmas novelties for
everyone. Following on from the Christmas meeting, later in the month,
some members went to see Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs at the Theatre
Severn and had a brilliantly funny visit and are eager to go to the next years’
event Mother Goose. Sandy thanked Kath Griffiths for coordinating the WI
membership cards for the 2018/19 programme.

Sandy Wilson, the President, welcomed everyone and gave special mention
to four new potential members, hoping they would enjoy the evening and
like to join the group. Before the minutes of the previous meeting were
considered a minutes silence was held for a dearly loved member of the WI,
Eileen Thacker, who had recently passed away.

The editor returned my own recipe, mentioning that the “two large glasses of
red wine” specified in the list of ingredients was not mentioned in the recipe.
I had thought it was perfectly obvious that they were there to be drunk while
making the meal.

Information from the Shropshire County News was discussed and special
note made about a trip to Windsor, the WI Campaign Tool Kit and local
events. These included Open Evenings at Criftins WI on the 13th February at
11

When you buy a copy of the book – which I am sure you will do as an act of
solidarity – do not attempt to follow Colonel Humphrey’s recipe for a
Madras curry. His father acquired a taste for it when he was serving in India
and, regrettably, he brought the recipe back to England. It is guaranteed to
reduce the bravest of men to tears; the Colonel’s four pink gins before dinner
seem to give him a certain anaesthetic protection.

The project is to raise funds to repair our medieval tower, which our
architect tells us is largely held in place by its own weight. It is rather
comforting to think that we shall preserve it for another generation by
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7.30pm in their village hall,to hear from the Heritage Sewing Circle about a
Victorian Ball, at a cost of £5.00 with cheese and wine; plus the same group
providing a talk on 6th March at St Martins discussing the Victorians, also
costing £5.00. On 26th March there will be a Polish Evening, here in
Whittington, more details to follow.
Subscriptions were given to the treasurer who explained how money was
distributed between National, County and our Local WI. Correspondence
included a card from our WI auditor thanking the group for her book token.
There was much discussion and interest in the information Sandy shared
from the Campaign Tool Kit, 100 years since the first WI resolution was
passed by Epping WI Essex Federation October 1918 regarding the need for
an improved supply of state aided housing offering convenient and sanitary
houses. Also 100 years since The People Act gave some women, those over
30, and all men the opportunity to vote. For women the struggle to have
equal voting rights took an extra 10 years, before both men and women over
the age of 21 could vote. The WI has been a pioneering organisation with
many resolutions passed which directly affect women, their families and
both local, national and world wide issues.
There was some outrage that Whittington WI had already been discussing
and learning about ‘Plastic Soup’ and voting in favour of the resolution
passed about the issue at the last AGM in Liverpool 2017. However it would
appear David Attenborough has no awareness of our crusade!! A letter with
copies of the information to alert him to our campaign will be sent to him.
Our guest speaker for the evening was Mark Hignett from Oswestry
Museum, which he helped to create five years ago. He explained that the
museum was supported by the Town Council but actually dependent upon
volunteers and fund raising to keep going. The museum to date has attracted
over 28,000 visitors. It is designed differently from many other museums
because it focuses upon people and links artefacts to real and past lives. It
was thought initially that there would be a problem finding relics and items
for the museum, but through links with the community and the commitment
and interest of local people so many stories are able to be told. The strategy
of the museum leaders is to present information in a fun and engaging
manner for young children right through to older persons, and to ensure the
museum is current and vibrant. The museum has fascinating information
which is pertinent to Whittington too. William Wallace’s ancestors were
12

If you are one of the many people whose
poor eyesight no longer permits you the
joy of reading, you can now listening to
the Bible. A new audio Bible app from
SPCK, called the NRSV Audio Bible for
Everyone, costs 99p. The basic app
provides the text and audio of the NRSV,
while the option to upgrade offers a
version that includes commentaries and
guides from the For Everyone series by
Tom Wright and John Goldinggay. Visit:
www.SPCKapps.com.

Second highest was Christian Aid, with
£107 million, and in third place came the
Methodist Church’s Independent Schools
Trust (MIST), which had an annual
income of £99,868,000. World Vision
came fourth, with £95,372,000, and
Tearfund came fifth, with £72,162,000.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Don’t read the Bible, listen to it

The Salvation Army Trust is bigger than
you probably think it is: it has the largest
annual income among the biggest
Christian charities in the UK, according to
recent data submitted to the Charity
Commission. The trust’s income for 2016
was £209 million, which includes £126
million in fund-raising, making it also the
highest
fund-raiser
on
the
list.

Have you ever wondered how much
Christian charities receive?

JANUARY’S TIME AND SPACE QUIZ ANSWERS
1. Mercury
2. Big Bang
3. Ursa Major
(The Great Bear)
Sharman
Galaxy
Space Shuttle
Star
Jupiter
Comet
It exploded
Kennedy
The Moon
Gravity
Satellites
Cosmology
Glen
Apollo
Uranus
First man in space
A year
Haley’s comet
USA
The Dog Star
Quasars
Shakespeare
Cheshire
Light years
A dog
The Milky Way
Neptune
Order of discovery
Mars
Mr Spock
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.

Love – Love is when a little old woman and a little old man are still friends,
even after they’ve been married forever.’ Tommy - aged 6
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH
ROASTED SAUSAGE AND POTATO SUPPER
This Mary Berry recipe is so simply that anyone can make it – and it is
cooked all in one dish so saving on the washing up as well. Use either plain
or your favourite flavoured sausage.
Serves 4 – 6

2 tbsp olive oil
2 large onions, sliced lengthways into wedges
2 red peppers, deseeded and cut into large dice
2 garlic cloves, chopped
1 tbsp chopped thyme leaves
500 g (1 lb 2 oz) baby new potatoes, unpeeled and halved
12 sausages, pricked with a fork
200 ml (7 fl oz) white wine (or stock)
Salt and freshly ground black pepper

Oven: 220°C/200°Fan/Gas 7
Place all the ingredients except the wine in a large, re-sealable freezer bag.
Seal the bag shut and shake well to coat everything in the oil. Alternatively,
put everything in a large bowl and turn the ingredients until they are fully
coated in the oil.
Tip into a large roasting tin, spreading the ingredients out into an even layer
and ensuring that the sausages are not covered by any of the vegetables.
Season well with salt and pepper.
Roast for 30-35 minutes until golden, then remove from the oven, turn the
sausages over and toss the vegetables in the cooking juices.
Pour in the wine, or stock, and return to the oven for a further 20 minutes or
until browned and the sausages are cooked and the potatoes tender.
Serve hot with a dollop of mustard on the side.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Windows – She texted her husband from home on a cold winter’s morning:
‘Windows frozen, won’t open.’
He texted back: ‘Gently pour some lukewarm water over it.’
She replied five minutes later: ‘Computer really screwed up now.’
(For those without one – it’s a computer thing – Editor)
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from this village! (Wallace led the Scottish rebellion against Edward I and
inflicted a famous defeat on the English army at Stirling Bridge).
Interestingly most Kings have visited Oswestry; the first Parliament outside
of London was held in Oswestry; King Arthur’s Guinevere was born in
Oswestry and the Letters of Gilbert and Gordon, soldiers who trained at Park
Hall in WWII, are likely to be made into a film. In a leaflet from 1930
Oswestry was called The Gate Way to Powys and focussed on population,
drainage, elevation and climate!!

In addition to the actual museum Mark helped to create WW1 trenches at
Park Hall for children and others to experience, along with underground
rooms. This year the theme for the museum is “Women through history” and
as a WI we are invited to join in with museum activities which are an
exciting prospect.

Kath Griffiths gave a vote of thanks and said how much we had all enjoyed
Mark’s charismatic and highly illuminating presentation. He had set
challenges about our own knowledge regarding the former Oswestry Girls
School and the many famous girls who had achieved a great deal in their
lives. Plus he had brought history alive by bringing an arrow-head more than
3,000 years old and had regaled us brilliantly with so many amazing stories.

Mark judged the photographic entries of old pictures of the area; Glenys
Brind was first, Kath Griffiths second and Margaret Nichols third.

The next meeting will be on 8th February in the Community Centre at
7.00pm. The meeting is called “You Won’t Believe Your Eyes” as Jack
Dent, a professional magician, will entertain everyone. The competition will
be a heart-shaped object. All are very welcome, please do join us.
Jo Goodall
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Know your spouse - While attending a Marriage Seminar dealing with
communication, Tom and his wife Grace were told by the instructor that it
was essential that husbands and wives know the things that are important to
each other. He addressed Tom. ‘For instance, can you name your wife’s
favourite flower?’

Tom leaned over, touched his wife's arm gently and whispered, ‘It’s selfraising, isn’t it?’
The rest of the story gets rather ugly, so I'll stop right here.
13

LENT ACTIVITIES
Ash Wednesday - Ash Wednesday begins Lent with the admission that we
are fallible human beings, made from the same dust of the earth as all other
living creatures. We will all be marked with the sign of the cross using dust
from last year’s Palm Crosses and someone will say, “Remember that you
are dust and to dust you shall return.” All of this reminds us that to live a life
of love, forgiveness and hope we need the help of God. There are two Ash
Wednesday services on 14th February in Whittington Church.
9:30 am Whittington School Service (all welcome)
7:00 pm. Holy Communion with Ashing.
Lent in our Home Groups – Our two home groups are planning special
studies for Lent but they had not decided which of the many Lenten study
courses to follow before the magazine deadline – please see contacts below
for more details:
Tuesday Home Group – 2:00pm at Rhoswen, Station Road– contact Lynn
Carroll on 659385
Thursday Home Group – 7:30 pm at 10 Boot Street – contact Margery
Mellor on 681036
Coffee and Chat at the Castle Tea Rooms – For three Thursdays in March
at 10:00 am we will be discussing a life related topic over tea or coffee in the
Castle Tea Room. You will need to buy a cup of tea or coffee at the counter
and then stay as long as you like. Each discussion topic will be supported by
several open-ended questions or quotes to keep the discussion flowing,
printed on cards placed in the centre of the table. There will be a facilitator
each week whose task will be to turn the cards over when necessary and give
space for everyone to contribute to the morning. We start these chats on
Thursday 1 March. For more information phone Richard at the Rectory –
238658
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Lights - Halfway through a romantic dinner, my husband smiled and said,
‘You look so beautiful under these lights.’ I was falling in love all over again
when he added, ‘We really should get some of these lights.’
Oops! – Memory is what tells a man his wedding anniversary was yesterday.
14

15 The province from which Paul wrote to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians
16:19) (4)
18 ‘He was standing in the gateway with a linen cord and a measuring — —
his hand’ (Ezekiel 40:3) (3,2)
20 ‘Today, if you hear his — , do not harden your hearts as you did in the
rebellion’ (Hebrews 3:15) (5)
21 The Jericho prostitute who hid two Israelite spies on the roof of her house
(Hebrews 11:31) (5)
22 ‘And now these three remain: faith, — and love. But the greatest of these
is love’ (1 Corinthians 13:13) (4)
23 ‘God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end’
(Daniel 5:26) (4)
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ACROSS:
1 ‘If you love those who love you, what — is that to you?’ (Luke 6:32) (6)
4 ‘They threw the ship’s — overboard’ (Acts 27:19) (6)
7 The first murderer (Genesis 4:8) (4)
8 He was the head Levite in charge of the singing when the ark of God was
brought back to Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 15:22) (8)
9 Samson was noted for this (Judges 16:6) (8)
13 Solicit money or food from passers by (Acts 3:2) (3)
16 What William Booth’s Christian Mission became in 1878 (9,4)
17 Alliance of Religions and Conservation (1,1,1)
19 ‘I will praise your name for ever and ever. — — I will praise you’ (Psalm
24 Simon had (anag.) (8)
145:1–2) (5,3)
25 Desperate (Deuteronomy 28:48) (4)
26 Elisha witnessed the boy he was seeking to resuscitate do this seven times
before opening his eyes (2 Kings 4:35) (6)
27 The belly and thighs of the statue in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream were made
of this (Daniel 2:32) (6)
DOWN:
1 ‘Before the — crows, you will disown me three times’ (Matthew 26:75)
(4)
2 Relating to the books of the Bible between Acts and Revelation (9)
3 ‘They have — the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they
have put him!’ (John 20:2) (5)
4 Belief (5)
5 ‘Take the following fine spices: ... 250 shekels of fragrant — ’ (Exodus
30:23) (4)
6 ‘Do not — Jerusalem, but wait for the gift’ (Acts 1:4) (5)
10 A seer (anag.) (5)
11 ‘Even there your hand will — me’ (Psalm 139:10) (5)
12 The wild variety was part of John the Baptist’s diet (Mark 1:6) (5)
13 A non-Greek speaker who was looked down on by civilized people
(Colossians 3:11) (9)
14 Famous 1950s musical whose characters included members of — and
Dolls (4)
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Coffee & Company

Come and Enjoy

a
Cup of Coffee or Tea
and a chat
In
Whittington Church - Thursday 22nd February
10am - 12noon

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

All are very welcome
Entrance is free
Voluntary Donations to the Church

The World’s oldest Bible comes back to the UK

The world’s oldest surviving complete Latin Bible returns to the UK this
autumn. It left these shores for Rome 1,302 years ago, in 716AD, when
monks in the northeast of England sent it as a gift to Pope Gregory II.

The Codex Amiatinus was one of only three produced at the twin
monasteries of Wearmouth and Jarrow. (One has since got lost, and the other
survives in fragments.) It was kept safe for centuries at the Abbey of the
Saviour in Monte Amiata, in Tuscany. Then in the 18th century it was sent to
the Biblioteca Medicea Laurenziana, in Florence.

It is the Laurenziana which has now agreed to send it back to the UK,
alongside the Lindisfarne Gospels, for its exhibition ‘Anglo-Saxon
Kingdoms’, which runs from October 19th – February 2019 at the British
Library in London. The Bible is twelve inches thick, and weighs just over
seventy-seven pounds. It contains both Old and New Testaments, and was
written on one thousand and thirty leaves made from the skins of at least five
hundred and fifteen sheep. It has been called one of the greatest treasures of
Anglo-Saxon times.
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The exhibition will also include the oldest surviving female will. The
document detailed the bequests of a wealthy woman named Wynflaed, who
may have been the grandmother of King Edward the Peaceful. It dates back
to around 1000AD and lists her many possessions: silver and gold, a dress of
badger-skin, wild horses, landed estates and slaves. “This is a fantastic
example of how documents can tell us so much about history,” said Dr
Alison Hudson, project curator. “It also confounds the stereotype that this
was the Dark Ages and it was a miserable time for women. In fact, more
epics from that time have a woman in their title than a man. And here was a
woman of great wealth, able to bequeath property.”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Curlews and Lapwings Need Your Help!
(lapwing)
Curlews and Lapwings are vanishing from our
countryside. In Shropshire, the breeding populations
of these once familiar birds have plummeted by
77% and 73% respectively between 1990 and
2010. What can we do? Firstly, it’s essential to
establish where Curlews and Lapwings remain;
then we can work with landowners and farmers to
attempt to reverse the decline. The ‘Save Our Curlews’ campaign, led by
Shropshire Wildlife Trust and Shropshire Ornithological Society, is setting
up a new community wildlife group to study these birds in our area.
This is where you can help! We need local volunteers to look for Curlews
and Lapwings in the spring. It’s a simple survey and you don’t need to be an
expert birdwatcher to take part. There will be a launch meeting at 7:30pm on
Wednesday 7th March at Morda Social Club, SY10 9NS, where project coordinator Leo Smith will give a presentation, followed by refreshments.
We look forward to seeing you!
Claire Backshall Telephone: 01691 830691
Email: c_backshall@hotmail.com

Nothing else ruins the truth like stretching it.

Directions: at the crossroads in the centre of Morda, turn into Weston Road
opposite the Miners Arms; proceed for 160m and you’ll find the entry to the
Social Club on your left, immediately before the football pitch.
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CHILDREN’S PAGE
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February at Whittington Castle
Whittington Castle summer hours will start in time
for the February Half Term by commencing on 19th
February, which means that the tearoom and Giftshop areas will be open then from Wednesday to
Sunday between 10:00am – 4:00pm. Until then the opening days are
Thursday to Sunday.
Car Boot sales will start again in March; the dates are still to be confirmed.
10th March
7:30 – 11:00pm A Fundraising Ceilidh for the Castle will
be hosted by the Last Inn, Hengoed with the Devil’s Chair
Ceilidh Band providing the music. Tickets are £10 and are
available from the Caste or you can telephone 01691 662500
to reserve.

(Copies of the music will be provided for those
who do not have their own)

Proceeds to the Abbey

£5 to participate (refreshments included)

2:00pm until approximately 5:00pm

IN THE ABBEY, SHREWSBURY

SATURDAY 24th FEBRUARY

COME AND SING HANSEL’S “MESSIAH”

Sue Ellis, Castle Manager - Telephone 01691 662500
E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk
Website www.whittingtoncastle.co.uk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Castle still has dates available for Civil Wedding Ceremonies and also
Knight and Princess Parties; telephone 01601 662500 to find out more.
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PARISH HOLIDAY 2018

A number of people have said that they wish to participate in the proposed
Parish holiday Monday 5th – Friday 11th May. However numbers are not yet
sufficient to make this a viable trip and it has therefore been decided to make
Tuesday 28th February the date when a final decision as to whether it will go
ahead or not be made. Details of the trip are as follows:

£351.00
£ 72.00
£ 20.00

Chichester Park Hotel *** Nr Chichester –The traditional bedrooms have
modern bathrooms with hairdryer, Wi-Fi access, tea/coffee facilities, and a
TV with satellite channels. Leisure facilities include a sauna, spa pool, steam
room and indoor swimming pool. The hotel has no lift but ground floor
rooms will be available if required.
Mon 7th – We leave during the morning and travel south to our hotel.
Tues 8th – This morning we visit Worthing, the largest all-year-round seaside resort in West Sussex. In the afternoon there will be free time given to
explore the charming city of Chichester.
Wed 9th – After breakfast we travel the short distance to Portsmouth Dockyard, a great place to experience 800 years of Royal Naval history. You may
use your all-day ticket to visit the following attractions: HMS Victory – The
Royal Navy’s most famous warship; The National Museum of the Royal
Navy: HMS Warrior 1860, ‘Action Stations’ Exhibition and Mary Rose
Museum and a 45 minute Harbour Cruise which departs hourly. Before
returning to the hotel a visit to the Spinnaker Tower to enjoy stunning views
through the floor to ceiling glass windows, looking out 105 metres above the
harbour to the Solent and beyond.
Thurs 10th – Today we visit Beaulieu, which offers a stately home, a world
famous motor museum and a 13th century abbey surrounded by picturesque
gardens. The return journey to our hotel will be through the New Forest.
Fri 11th – We return home after breakfast via Winchester.

Cost per person sharing a room
Single Room Supplement
Insurance
DEPOSIT £40

Fuller details can be found in the December 2017 and January 2018
magazines. If you are interested in joining this trip then please get in touch
with Anne Ward – eaw4@btinternet.com or 01691 672838 before 28th
February please.
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WOULD YOU HAVE BEEN A SUFFRAGIST
OR SUFFRAGETTE?
Sixty years ago on 13th February 1958, at the age
of 77, Christabel Pankhurst, daughter of Emmeline
and activist and co-founder of the Women’s Social
and Political Union died in California.
In the nineteenth century women had no place in national politics, they could
neither vote for or stand as candidates for Parliament. It was assumed that
women did not need the vote because their husbands would take
responsibility in political matters. A woman’s role was seen to be childrearing and taking care of the home.
Following the industrial revolution organised campaigns for women’s
suffrage began to appear in 1866 and from 1888 women could vote in many
local council elections. When parliamentary reform was being debated in
1867, John Stuart Mill proposed an amendment that would have given the
vote to women on the same terms as men but it was rejected by 194 votes to
73; the campaign gained momentum after this but “The Cause” had no
particular political focus and the movement to gain votes for women
developed with two wings, the suffragists and the suffragettes.
In 1897, various local women's suffrage societies formed the National Union
of Women’s Suffrage Societies, NUWSS, under the leadership of Millicent
Fawcett. These suffragists wanted the vote for middle class property-owning
women, believing they would achieve their end using peaceful tactics - nonviolent demonstrations, petitions and the lobbying of MPs; by 1900 there
was evidence that many MPs had been won over; however, each of several
Bills in favour were out-voted. However some of the more radical members
recognised that the movement needed the support of working class women.
Emmeline Pankhurst, who had been a member of the Manchester suffragist
group, along with her daughter Christabel and others, grew impatient with
the middle class, respectable, gradualist tactics of the NUWSS and in 1903
decided to break with themset up a separate society and thus the suffragette
movement was born out of the suffragist movement. This became known as
the Women’s Social and Political Union, WSPU. Its members believed it
would take an active organisation, with young working class women, to draw
attention to the cause. The motto of the suffragettes was ‘deeds not words’
18

and Christabel was their organising secretary after her move to London in
1906. In 1905 she had been arrested for disrupting a meeting of the Liberal
Party; along with Annie Kenney, she shouted out ‘Votes for Women’ when
speakers were on stage addressing the audience. Christabel was fined for
disturbing the peace but refused to pay and was put in prison. The media
paid a great deal of attention to this whole episode and served to highlight
the Suffragette cause.

In 1907 the Women’s Social and Political Union itself split into two groups
after Emmeline Pankhurst and her daughter Christabel came into conflict
with other members of the WSPU’s executive body. Those who left formed
the Women’s Freedom League.

Meanwhile Christabel was jailed again in 1907 and 1909 and was dubbed the
‘Queen of the Mob’ by the media making her a target for the police and to an
extent she invited their attention. In 1910, the WSPU decided that the only
way they were going to achieve their aims was to become more disruptive.
Demonstrations with placards was replaced with stone throwing, breaking of
shop windows and attacking politicians who were known to be against
women’s suffrage. From 1912 to 1913, Christabel lived in France to escape
imprisonment but on her return in 1913 she was arrested again; serving only
thirty days of a three year sentence. Unlike her sister Sylvia, she supported
the government’s declaration of war against Germany. She supported
conscription and the ‘industrial conscription’ of women, and she also
believed that internment should be used against those who were foreign
nationals but who could not be trusted. The WSPU newspaper was renamed
‘Britannia’ in 1915; its slogan was “For King, For Country, For Freedom”.
Her followers gave out white feathers to any young man they saw in public
who was in civilian dress and by an ironic twist, she gave her support to the
one man who in earlier days she had blamed for the stalling on women’s
suffrage – David Lloyd George.

In 1918, the Representation of the People’s Act introduced women’s suffrage
for those over thirty years of age and in the 1918 General Election Christabel
stood as a Women’s Party candidate in Smethwick, which she narrowly lost
to the Labour Party candidate. In 1921, she moved to America, returning to
England in the early 1930’s. In 1936 Chrsitabel was appointed a Dame
Commander of the British Empire and then she returned to America in 1939.
The voting age for women was reduced to those over twenty-one in 1928.
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