WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

PARISH SERVICES

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre
Secretary: Mrs Joyce Howard

Tel:656389

SUNDAY SERVICES:
8:00am Holy Communion on 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays
10:30am Holy Communion weekly
6:30pm Holy Communion according to the Book of
Common Prayer on 1st Sunday
6:30pm Evensong on the 3rd Sunday

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:

Chairman: Jonjo Evans
Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis

Tel:671300
Tel:662500

4:00pm Messy Church (Meets monthly as advertised)
(No Service in July or August)

BELL RINGING:

Details from Brian Rothera

Tel:657778

BROWNIES, GUIDES:

6:00-7:15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre
Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere
Tel:624390
BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen)
2 Heather Bank, Gobowen
Tel:658016
e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com

WEEKDAYS: 9:30am Holy Communion - Thursday
5:30pm Choir Practice
- Alternate Thursdays
RECTOR:
Reverend Sarah Burton
Tel:238658
Assoc. Minister: Reverend Richard Burton email:wwfchurch@gmail.com
The Rectory, Castle Street, Whittington SY11 4DF
Curate:

Reverend Jassica Castillo-Burley

Tel:611749

WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:

CHURCHWARDENS:

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions
Leaders: Dawn and Mandy
Meet in the Community Centre 9:00am – 3:00pm

Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington

Tel:670940

Mrs G Roberts, 4 Western Avenue, Whittington, SY11 4BP
e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com

Tel:662236

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington
Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington

Tel:656389
Tel:659562

ORGANIST: Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall

Tel:662116

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White
Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm. This will now be the
only stop in the village.

MAGAZINE:
Editor:
Miss A Ward, Manor Garden, 5 Boot Street,
Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com

Tel:672838

CHURCH WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk

Distribution:

Tel:659385

SCHOOL WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonschool.co.uk

WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL:

Tel:670127

SENIOR CITIZENS:

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning
All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall
Secretary: Mrs Gillian Roberts, 4 Western Avenue

Tel:662236

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE:
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Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road

Headteacher: Mr Carl Rogers
e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk

Tel:662269
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CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY:

February 2019

Mr Andy Cawthray - email: WhitCBC@gmail.com

Tel:657178
07581 710523

Missing Friends in the Natural World

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:

Richard Beaman
Recently I was chatting with a retired farmer about the birds he used
to see in the parish but sees no more. He listed; curlew, skylark,
woodcock, lapwing, yellowhammer, cuckoo, and barn owl. This
conversation got me thinking – when did anyone last see these
species in our parish?
Walsham How, one of the Rectors of Whittington from the Victorian
era, wrote a list of all the wild flowers he had seen in the parish and
mapped their location. This bit of research has been published in a
little booklet (available in Whittington church). The sad thing is that
many flowers common then can no longer be found. Is a similar thing
now happening with our birds and can we identify when we last saw
them in our parish?
Wrack your brains and let me know when you last saw or heard birds
once common but no longer seen? Take the cuckoo for example –
when did you last hear a cuckoo in our parish?
Curlew – when did you last hear the
haunting call of this amazing bird
and can anyone remember seeing
breeding pairs? Skylark – people
remember hearing the song of the
skylark on Rednall airfield – but
when was a skylark last heard? Lapwing – peewits can be seen in our fields in winter but when did
anyone last see a nest?
Barn owl – these are getting quite rare. Sarah saw one driving home
late one night about 5 years ago. Has anyone seen one more
recently? Thankfully there are still Tawney owls around – one calls
regularly close to the Rectory.
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Tel:659166

CRICKET SECRETARY:

Trina Lewis – email: lewisbtkr@aol.com

Tel:774406
07968 844341

BOWLING SECRETARY:

Eileen Sinker

Tel:770212

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY:

Mrs Kath Griffiths

Tel:662116

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON
AND WEST FELTON:

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG
e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk
Tel:650488
WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL:

Amy Jones (Clerk to the Council)
Held the fourth Tuesday in the month
clerk@whittingtonpc.com
http://www.whittingtonpc.com

Tel: 829571

SHROPSHIRE YOUTH SERVICE:

Rural Mobile visits the village on Tuesday 6:15pm – 8:00pm
bus parks opposite the “Premier” Shop, Whittington.
Open to young people between the ages of 13 – 20 yrs.
Contact: Wendy Stockton, Shropshire Council Youth Worker.

Tel:654175

BAPTISM SECRETARY:

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk

Tel:681036

WEDDING: Please contact the Rector

Tel:238658
35

facility in 1941, is now the city’s largest employer. 15 Wing is also home to
the internationally renowned Snowbirds, Canada’s military aerobatic
demonstration team.
Maple Creek, by comparison, is much smaller with a population of just over
2,000 people. Settlers explored the area following the establishment of the
aforementioned Fort Walsh, operating small-scale ranches. The Department
of the Interior was operating a First Nations farm on the Maple Creek, a few
miles south from the present town site when in 1882-1883 the First Nations
(mainly Cree, Saulteaux, and Assiniboine) were moved to Qu’Appelle, and
the farm was then operated by Major Shircliff, an ex-Mounted Policeman. In
the winter of 1882, a Canadian Pacific Railway construction crew of 12
decided to winter where the town of Maple Creek now stands and this
established the town. In June 2010, a flood submerged some of the town, the
same flood hitting much of southwest Saskatchewan and southern Alberta
and even destroying a portion of the Trans-Canada Highway. The town has
only 2 properties of note: the 1910 built W.R. Orr building which has housed
various banks and law offices and St Mary’s Anglican Church, built in 1909
and which had an octagonal belfry and steeple added in 1928.
Jassica will be based in the cathedral whilst in Regina and working to
understand the position of the First Nations People, and hopefully meeting
some of them, whilst in Moose Jaw and Maple Creek.

The church heating fund
could only stretch to
buying a copy of “Boiler
Repairs for Dummies.”

A clenched fist produces anger; an open hand produces harmony. - Anon
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The yellowhammer is a very striking bird with a memorable song (a
little bit of bread and no cheeeeese) but has anyone seen them in the
parish lately? I know there are some on the Old Fort in Oswestry and
we saw some a couple of years ago on walk down the canal from
Queens Head but has anyone seen any recently?
Some birds, known to previous generations, have gone from the
parish and from memory; corn buntings and turtle doves for example.
I’m willing to bet that Walsham How heard nightingales in Whittington
all those years ago. With each generation the lack of a species
becomes the new normal, but we can try to record for future
generations when some of these birds were last seen or heard. Let
me know.

Richard,
Whittington Rectory
Confirmation 2019 – Come and Learn about Christian Faith
There will be a confirmation service for
Whittington and West Felton in Whittington
Church on Sunday 2nd June, with The Right
Reverend Dr Michael Ipgrave, Bishop of
Lichfield.
Preparation will begin in March. There will be
lunchtime sessions in Whittington School, for any
Year 6 pupils who would be interested in this.
There will also be evening groups for other young
people and adults. These groups are an opportunity to learn more
about the Christian faith in the company of others and you are
welcome to join them even if you are not sure about being confirmed.
Please get in touch if you would be interested in joining one of these
groups.
Sarah, Richard and Jassica
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DIARY
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PRESENTATION OF CHIRST IN THE TEMPLE
(CANDLEMAS)
8:30am

3

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
10:30am
6:30pm

5

The February Prayer Breakfast to support the
Schools Christian Project Worker will be at Holy
Trinity Church, Oswestry; if you would like to attend
please call Lynn Carroll on 659385 by Wednesday
30th January

Parish Communion
Holy Communion According to the Book of Common
Prayer

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

7:00pm

PCC meets in the Senior Citizens’ Hall

6

7:30pm

Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens’ Hall; £1.50
including refreshments

7

9:30am

Holy Communion

10

FOURTH SUNDAY BEFORE LENT
8:00am
10:30am

11

4

Holy Communion
Parish Communion

LAST DAY for magazine material for the March edition of the
“Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, Manor Garden,
5 Boot Street, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com

and as the settlement
grew
and
became
established, they renamed
it Regina after Queen
Victoria. It became a city
in 1903; two years later
Saskatchewan became a
province
and
chose
Regina as its capital; it is
now home to over 230,000 people and the 16th largest city in the country.
The North West Mounted Police (now the Royal Canadian Mounted Police
or RCMP) were formed in 1873 to police the western territories. In 1882,
they moved their headquarters from Fort Walsh, SK to Regina. In 1920, the
headquarters moved to Ottawa but the RCMP Training Academy remains in
Regina; the ‘noon parade’ – at 12:45pm – is open to the public, presently, on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. The city is also home to the ‘Green Bay
Packers’ football team, one of eight in the Canadian Football League, who
sadly do have something of a lacklustre history.
Moose Jaw is a historic prairie town, given city status in 1903. The name
was possibly first applied by Indigenous people to a local creek that
supposedly resembled the outline of a moose’s jawbone. Both Cree and
Assiniboine had long had seasonal encampments where the Moose Jaw
River meets Thunder Creek. Moose Jaw was founded in 1882 when the
Canadian Pacific Railway chose the site for an important railway depot, with
freight yards and repair facilities. Another railway link was added in 1893
with the completion of the Soo Line from Chicago; these links providing an
outlet for the expansion of cereal farming. During Prohibition in 1920s
America, Moose Jaw was a hub for bootleggers using the rail connection;
you can tour the so-called Tunnels of Moose Jaw (where Al Capone,
supposedly liked to oversee his operation). More beneficial is the Temple
Gardens Hotel & Spa, which uses geothermally heated mineral water from
an underground aquifer. The Moose Jaw Warriors are a major junior league
ice hockey team in the Western Hockey League. The franchise moved to
Moose Jaw from Winnipeg after the 183-84 season. The population of the
city is just under 34,000. South of Moose Jaw is 15 Wing Moose Jaw, home
of 2 Canadian Forces Flying Training School and the principal site of the
NATO Pilot Training Centre. The Wing, first established as a training
33

TRAVELLER’S TALES

12

12:00 noon

Whittington Senior Citizens’ Valentine’s Day
Pancake and sandwich lunch in the Senior Citizens’
Hall, cost £7.00; further details page 9

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

9:30am

Holy Communion

7:00pm

Whittington W.I. Meets in the Community Centre;
Speaker: Tonia Davies Topic: Dame Agnes Hunt

SASKATCHEWAN
As you will have read earlier in this magazine our curate, Jassica is off to
Canada for three weeks in March/April and I thought you might like to know
something of where she is going. She will spend her first week in Regina, the
Provincial Capital of Saskatchewan, before moving 41 miles westward,
along the No. 1 Trans-Canada Highway, to Moose Jaw and finally to Maple
Creek which is 85 miles south-west of Swift Creek and 64 miles south-east
of Medicine Hat, Alberta; about 5 miles south of the Highway.

14

15
17

21

Whittington Church of England School breaks for
Half Term
THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE LENT
10:30am
6:30pm

Parish Communion
Evensong

9:30am

Holy Communion

21/28 7:00pm
The temperature in March/April ranges between highs of 2.7 – 11.8°C and
lows between -7.7 – -1.3°C; an average rainfall of 1.8 – 11.6mm and an
average snowfall of between 19.9 – 12.2cm; there is also a definite windchill factor.
Regina is located on Treaty 4 land and within the traditional territory of the
Metis. The land is flat and seems to stretch out forever, a barren grassland
with no trees and little water; Indigenous, or First Nation, people lived in this
region for thousands of years because it was home to roaming herds of bison
for them to hunt. They began to stack the long bison bones into large piles in
an effort to honour the animals’ spirit as the bison herds were becoming
depleted due to overhunting by non-Indigenous hunters. Indigenous peoples
named the area oskana ka-asastēki, which roughly translates to “bone piles”.
European explorers, fur traders and settlers translated this to “Pile of Bones”.
European settlement began in the early 1880s as an agricultural community
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Whittington Parish Council and the New Saints
Foundation, Whittington Youth Project Taster
Session in the Senior Citizens’ Hall; further details
page 15

22

6:00-8:00pm

24

SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT
8:00am
10:30am
4:00pm

25
26

Food, Fun and Friendship with Oswestry Rural Youth
Church at Oswestry Rugby Club; further details page 16

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Messy Church
Whittington Church of England School reopens

12:00 noon

Whittington Senior Citizens’ Monthly Lunch at the
White Lion; further details on page 9

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

5
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9:30am

Holy Communion

10:00am-12:00noon Coffee Morning in church; further details on
page 26
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ADVANCE NOTICE
1 MARCH – ST DAVID’S DAY
2:00pm
Women’s World Day of Prayer service at Albert
Road Church, Oswestry; “Come Everything is
Ready” prepared by the women of Slovenia
3:00pm
Afternoon Tea in the Senior Citizens’ Hall in Aid of
Church Restoration Fund; further details page 14
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Extracts from the Parish Registers
for the month of December 2018
REQUIESCAT IN PACE
“May the Souls of the Faithful Departed Rest in Peace”
11th December 2018

Karen Denise Abercrombie
Aged 56 of Heather Close, Oswestry

29th December 2018

Horace Reginald (Reg) Hulson
aged 87 of Walsham Avenue

29th December 2018

Gladys Ann Elizabeth Evans
aged 86 of The Woodlands Nursing Home, Morda

Communicants for the month……...…193
Attendance for the month……….........414
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
SAVE THE CHILDREN
The Christmas “Wear a Jumper Day” at Garden Croft, Daisy Lane raised a
wonderful £540.00. On behalf of Save the Children I would like to thank all
those who sent donations, all those who came and all those who gave up
their time to help. It was a lovely day with a steady stream of visitors which
gave us all an ample opportunity to chat.
6
Barbara Molesworth

Hall Proposal: Erection of single storey flat roof extension to rear and side
and alterations to front elevation
Youth Engagement: Council considered the information presented by TNS
FC Foundation and The MyFAM Organisation at the November meeting
discussions are to follow and to consider funding of the project.
Community Speed Watch: Councillors discussed the possibility of
introducing a scheme; this could be provided by training members of the
community to operate the system on a voluntary basis.
Date, Time and Venue for the Next Meeting: From January 2019 all future
Parish Council Meetings will be held in the Tea Room at Whittington Castle.
The next Parish Council Meeting will be at 7:30pm on Tuesday 22nd
January 2019
The meeting dates for the rest of the year are as follows:
26 February; 26 March; 23 April; Annual Parish Meeting to be
confirmed for 7th or 14th of May; 28 May (Annual Meeting of the
Council); 25June; 16 July; 27 August; 24 September; 22 October; 19
November and 17 December
Paul Thompson-Lawrence
(This article is a brief outline of the main discussion points for the
Whittington Parish Council meeting and does not represent a formal record.
For an official copy of the minutes please contact the Parish Clerk or look on
the Parish Website - http://www.whittingtonpc.com
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
RSPB Stamp Collection - Many thanks to everyone who placed used
stamps in the box in church for the RSPB. The box filled very quickly, and
we were just about to take the stamps to one of the reserves when we were
told that the Charity Commission would not allow The RSPB to profit from
donated stamps. We were not clear as to the reason for this ruling but there
was nothing we could do about it.
Richard and Sarah
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Wishful: First friend: Your problem is that you are always wishing for what
you haven’t got.
Second friend: Well, what else can one wish for?
It is astonishing how little one feels poverty when he loves. – Bulwer
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November were as follows: there had been fifty six incidents reported,
including nine actual crimes:- Robbery (1); Theft from vehicle (1); Theft
Other (2); Criminal Damage (1) and Suspicious Circumstances (4).
Footway Lighting: The lighting upgrade at Park Hall is still not finished; a
number of faults on Inglis Road are still not resolved after 25 days. The
lights on Artillery Road are still as of now, lit 24 hours a day. Scottish Power
are supposed to be working on these as soon as possible.
Garden of Remembrance: It was noted that the area is now looking tidy.
Whittington Castle: Councillor Davies has kindly tidied up the area at the
Castle before the events to be held.
Whittington Play Area: The work required to the Toddler Multi-Play and
the bar on the cradle has been ordered and will be completed in January.
Planning:
a) To note any planning decisions:
l. Reference: 18/04607/FUL (validated 08/10/18) Henlle Farm, Hindford
Proposal: Erection of an agricultural/livestock building and all associated
works Decision: Grant Permission
II. Reference: 18/04416/FUL (validated 02/10/2018) 4 Glebe Meadows,
Whittington Proposal: Erection of single link extension to front elevation
Decision: Refuse
b) Planning Committee – Receive a verbal report from the Planning
Committee
c) To consider any planning applications received:
l. Reference: 18/05499/FUL Bryn-Y-Plentyn Farm, Bryn-Y-Plentyn,
Middleton Proposal: Erection of a 500KW ground mounted solar
development and all associated works.
II. Reference: 18/05391/OUT - Proposed Commercial Development Land
to the north of Whittington Road, Park Hall Proposal: Outline application
for the erection of industrial units (B1, B2 and B8) uses to include access.
The Councillors agreed that the above proposal should be rejected as it is too
close to the road and the A5 roundabout.
III. Reference: 18/05611/FUL (validated 06/12/2018) 3 Park Lane, Park
30

Christmas Flowers in Church
Very many thanks to all who gave donations towards the Christmas flowers.
The arrangements were beautiful and really brightened up the church for
Christmas. Again, thank you.
Libby Morris
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
THE ALTERNATIVE STORY OF MARY & JOSEPH
During Advent 2018, two sets of modern day Mary
and Josephs journeyed separately round Whittington
and West Felton, arriving at their respective church
destinations at the Christingle Services. They were
of course crocheted dolls created by local people
and were accompanied by a candle and prayers.
Each pair kept a journal of their travels and the
Following description of the “Whittington” journey is based on that journal.
The Whittington journey started in Park Hall and the couple entered a “Park
Run” on their way to Bethlehem. On Sunday, of course, they went to church
before viewing the Christmas lights in Oswestry. During the following week
they called in at Whittington Under Fives and went to an “after school” club.
Back at church for “Praise & Play”, next day they went to the Whittington
Church of England School, this included the Lego club where they nearly got
lost!
They occasionally split up and went to different places (Mary enjoyed
activities at Brownies), but then they came together for “Oswestry Live”
where they hitched a ride on a fire engine. They visited Whittington Castle
and were a little scared overnight by some ghost hunters – but recovered
their composure in the Tea Room! After that, they went to Winston Farm to
feed the reindeer and help choose a Christmas tree.
Towards the end of their journey they rode on a Lego donkey before
spending the night in a dolls house. Finally, they experienced some Swiss
Christmas traditions before arriving at the Whittington Church Christingle
service on Christmas Eve.
If you want to see some pictures of their journey, why not look on the church
FaceBook page – Whittingtonandwestfeltonchurch
Keith and Kath Griffiths
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21st – 26th May 2019
“CZEK MATES –
DVORAK and the
BOHEMIANS”
Tickets for the seventh Whittington Music Festival, due to take place from
May 21st-26th, are already on sale, with the reserved central seating of OUR
Parish Church already selling fast. The easiest and quickest way of ordering
your tickets is to press the “Buy Tickets” button on the festival website (see
below). You can also buy them over the counter at Rowanthorn in Oswestry,
or by contacting organisers Lawrence and Rosie on 01691 657986.
Eleven international classical musicians will be staying for ten days in the
neighbourhood, offering us six concerts of fabulous music from
Czechoslovakia – music by Dvorak and Smetana and such like. The
programme brochure is available to take away in church and the Three Trees
Shop. All details about the festival, including the musicians, can be found on
the website.
The Whittington festival attracts an audience from across the country: but
first and foremost, it’s Whittington’s!
www.whittingtonmusicfestival.org.uk
Lawrence Mortimer
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Got the Picture?
The picture on the church Christmas service notice sent around the village
last December was kindly drawn for us by Sandy Sergeant. Many people
have said what a great picture it was. Sandy will do another picture for us for
this coming Christmas and would like to draw the church in the snow. Sandy
finds it helpful to draw from photos but I do not have a snowy picture of the
church; I am sure there are many such photos somewhere in the village. If
you have such a photograph, please pass it to the Churchwardens, or one of
the clergy, or email it to wwfchurch@gmail.com. Many thanks. We will
return it.
8
Richard

Whittington Parish Council News,
Meeting held on 18th December 2018
There were seven Parish Councillors, the Clerk, and four members of the
public at the meeting.
Public Participation: Some members of the public raised an issue with
regard to bridle way up to Top Street; there is a lot of dog fouling on the
path, dogs were running loose and not under control.
Your Local Police Officer and Community Support Officers Contact
Numbers: Local Police Officer: - PC 3718 Kate Le’Clere – 07870219518
Police Community Support Officers: - PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes – O78702
19190; and PCSO 40279 Pete Roberts – O7870219019
About your Team: Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and
partners to identify, tackle and solve issues that matter to the community
where you live. Making neighbourhoods safer by cutting day to day crime
and anti-social behaviour is at the heart of keeping people in West Mercia
safe. Thanks to an investment in mobile tablet style computers, these will
enable officers to spend more time on patrol on the street and in
neighbourhoods. Officers will continue to come to people when they need
them and provide a high quality service however you contact us - in person
(on the street, at community bases and at partners and communities together
[PACT] meetings), on the phone or online.
Get in touch - 101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime
 oswestryrn.snt @westmercia.pnn.police.uk
 www.westmercia.police.uk
/
@Oscops - Only call 999 in an emergency, when a crime is in
progress or life is in danger.
In the event of a Police emergency call 999 for urgent attention; or ring 101
for non-emergency calls. The Police mobile numbers above will only be
answered if the Officer is on duty. If your call is not answered please leave
your name, number and a brief message. The Officer will respond at their
earliest convenience when they are next on duty.
No police officer was able to attend the meeting; the crime figures for
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CHILDREN’S PAGE
Here is a simple recipe for you to try – but always ask an
adult to help when using the top of a cooker or an oven.
Sticky Blueberry and Banana Flapjack (makes 12)
60 g (2¼ oz) butter
60 g (2¼ oz) peanut butter
75 g (3 oz) honey + 1 tbsp
150 g (5½ oz) blueberries, crushed roughly
250 g (9 oz) porridge oats
50 g (2 oz) pumpkin seeds
50 g (2 oz) almonds, chopped roughly
50 g (2 oz) walnut pieces
1 ripe banana, peeled and mashed
Pre-heat oven to 180°C/ 350°F/ Gas mark 4 - Line a 20cm (8
inch) square baking tin with parchment or greaseproof paper.
Melt the butter, peanut butter and 75 g (3 oz) of honey in a
large saucepan.
Once melted and beginning to bubble, remove from the heat
and stir in the remaining ingredients (except the extra
honey).
Mix well, spoon into the tin and level the surface. Bake for
35 – 40 minutes until firm and beginning to brown.
Warm the extra honey in a small pan and brush over the
surface of the flapjack. Cool slightly and cut into 12.
Store in an airtight container once cooled completely, for up
to 4 days.
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WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers

The monthly lunch at The White Lion is held on the fourth Tuesday of each
month. The next lunch is on 26th February. Please let Val Hayward know
if you wish to join us for the two-course roast lunch; the cost is now £8.50
(still good value as a cup of tea or coffee is included in the price) – Val’s
number is 662434.
The events that take place regularly in the hall are: Monday afternoons at
2:00pm there is a whist session, cost is £1 (plus a small raffle prize) which is
open to everyone, beginners or experienced. Come along and someone will
be happy to show you the ropes if you have never played before.
Wednesday afternoon at 1:30pm there is a ‘Gentle Exercise’ class at £4.00
each; or at 7:30pm on the first Wednesday of the month there is a Whist
Drive costing just £1.50 per person. Thursday morning at 10:00am a Coffee
Morning to which everyone is welcome, have a chat and a drink and biscuit.
In the afternoon at 1:30pm there is a Line Dancing class led by Steve Mason;
this costs £5 each and it finishes at 3:15pm – you can leave when you want,
come and have a go.
Sadly, during January, Reg Hulson and Elsie Shepherd, both regular
supporters of the club, passed away. Reg attended our Thursday coffee
mornings regularly, and most of the events we held including the monthly
lunch at the White Lion with Margaret, his wife. Elsie had not been attending
lately as firstly she was resident in The Court Nursing Home in West Felton,
then latterly she was at New Fairholme, Oswestry. Both will be sadly missed
by their family and friends. Two other regular members of our club are
currently in residential care, namely Mary King and Margery Morris; both
were keen members of the club. We hope they will be happy in their new
surroundings
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
Tuesday 12th February
12:00 noon Valentine’s Day Pancake and
sandwich lunch will be served. The cost
will be £7 and please wear something red,
there will also be a raffle.
9

Tuesday 12th March

Fish and Chip lunch from our local fish and
chip shop; bread and butter with tea or
coffee will also be provided. Please let Val
or Gill know if you would like to participate
as we will need to order. Deadline is 1st
March and payment will be required by then
also – cost yet to be decided.
Gill Roberts, Secretary - 01691 662236
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The clubhouse refurbishment is now
nearing completion with the Darts
team recommencing their games from
the clubhouse on 4th January.
Members have been very busy
cleaning the Clubhouse ready for
events later this month.

The bowling green is looking in good condition following reseeding last
October and the green keepers will recommence cutting from late March.
The bowling green was originally opened in 1995 with the first competition,
the Midland Bank cup won by the late Reg Hulson and Brenda Davies; Reg
was a founder member of the Bowls ‘A’ Team.
The bowling season commences in April and new members are always
welcome. Further information can be obtained from Julian Turner on
07971679866 or other club officials.
Mervyn Davies
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Councillor’s Corner from Steve Charmley
Dear Resident,
May I start by taking this opportunity to wish you a belated Happy New
Year. I wanted to write an article to update you on some of the new
initiatives coming from Shirehall and give my side of the story behind recent
press coverage. Shropshire Council is always a busy environment, but even
more so at present. The pressures being put onto Council budgets has been
well known for some time. Along with colleagues at Shirehall I have been
wrestling with these to ensure that a legal budget has been set each year, this
has involved some very tough decisions being made. We have worked hard
10

lengths, and then reward yourself with a coffee. Next time do three, and so
on; always end with a reward.
Go at the same time, on the same
day or days: Make it a part of your
week. You will meet the same people,
and it will begin to feel natural. Make
it a habit. Be friendly. A lot of people
are intimidated when they first go to
a gym. So, the first week, smile at
people, the second week try saying
hello, and gradually you will get on
friendly terms with enough of them
so that you feel comfortable.
Keep your mind active: Read books or join an evening class. Do puzzles.
Mental fitness is just as important as physical fitness.
Be creative: Make the space around you more beautiful in some way –
decorate, paint, sew, knit, or even just add a vase of flowers.
Give some things up: As well as putting good things into your life, take
some less-good things OUT of your life. What in your life is draining your
time and energy, and giving little in return? Get rid of it!
Eat your way out of depression: A recent international study has found
evidence that a Mediterranean diet can cut the risk of depression – by
reducing inflammation in the body. The study found that people who ate
plenty of fruit, vegetables, nuts, fish and plant-based foods, had a 33%
smaller chance of getting depression as compared with others who had diets
high in saturated fat, sugar and processed food.
Another recent study, published in the Journal of Nutritional Science, has
found that if you delay breakfast by 90 minutes, and eat supper 90 minutes
earlier, you may well lose weight, even if you do not change what you eat.
Researchers believe the reason may be that moving both meals closer to the
middle of the day may attune your eating times with your circadian rhythms,
meaning that your food metabolises better. Or, it may be the effect of the
longer fast period overnight.
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spiritual vigour of the parish, and also that three days of vegetarian cooking
will mean a long queue at the village butchers tomorrow morning.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Brilliant – First man: Did anyone in your family ever make a brilliant
marriage? Second man: Only my wife.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Coffee & Company
Come and Enjoy
a
Cup of Coffee or Tea
and a chat
In
Whittington Church - Thursday 28th February
10am - 12noon

to improve the efficiency of the Council, streamlining services and in some
cases changing the services being offered as the world evolves around us.
Whilst budgets are still under severe pressure, mainly due to the ever
increasing demands upon the Adult and Children's social care services, the
Council is confident that budgets are finalised for the next 3 years.
This is a huge achievement and it has needed the Council to step into the
commercial world, a new place for Local Authorities. The purchase of
Shrewsbury’s shopping centres may appear an odd decision on the surface,
given the current high street problems. We realise that the high street is
changing; this purchase was made to regenerate parts of Shrewsbury, new
developments will come forward in the coming years, with it will come a
mix of residential, office, leisure and food options.
The Council is also entering the world of property; a Council owned housing
company will be launched in the coming weeks, not aimed at flooding
Shropshire villages with mass housing, but building housing that mass
developers won’t build, residential schemes for the elderly, bungalows for
example. There will be some open market, some private rented housing
created, but it will be based on the principle of working with communities to
get “The right homes in the right place.”

All are very welcome
Entrance is free
Voluntary Donations to the Church

The above are just a couple of commercial schemes coming forward, these
will create a significant annual income for the Council which will in turn
bring much needed revenue to pay for services.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Keep up the good work!

On local matters, the consultation period for the local plan is open; all
comments are welcome via the Shropshire Council website. This part of the
process plan sets out, and seeks feedback on the preferred sites for the period
up to 2036. There is also work underway on LED lighting, subject to a
Government grant application being successful. Both West Felton and
Whittington Parish Councils are working on their own lights, Shropshire
Council will be following on behind to upgrade its lighting stock as well.

Up to a million of us will have joined a gym in January, but as many as
800,000 of us will have given it up by February. But before you return to the
couch, why not consider the following:
Only do exercises that you enjoy: Have fun, and nothing else! Don’t
torture yourself on the cross trainers if you prefer salsa dancing. Your
endorphins will still be released, leaving you stimulated, inspired and
generally better.
Start small: Okay, you like swimming, but why aim for 20 lengths your first
time in the pool? You will never go back. Start instead with just two
26

Now to recent media headlines regarding Veganuary. I think national media
has confused the points which I was commenting on. I was surprised to see a
Veganuary advert on a Shropshire bus. I commented on social media as an
individual on my private twitter account. Then the world erupted! I have
absolutely no problem with anyone being Vegan, Vegetarian or any other
diet they choose. The bus advert itself was cleverly worded to meet
11

advertising regulations, whilst I didn’t like the advert, I accept its place in a
commercial world. What I do object to, is the evangelistic comments that sit
on the various websites behind the advert run by Vegan fraternity, who I
christened Vegangelists.
I am passionate about UK food and agriculture; it is the most highly
regulated and conforms to the highest welfare standards in the world.
Shoppers deserve to know where their food comes from, fully traceable from
the farm to the fork. I believe we should champion local food producers for
providing high quality, high welfare local produce. It is then up to the
shoppers choice if they choose to purchase it or not. Phrases used in the
online media behind the adverts such as “Dairy farming is cruel,” “Cows are
raped and forcibly impregnated,” “Calves are debudded without
anaesthetic,” are not, in my opinion an accurate reflection of life on a
modern farm. Having spent a lifetime in the industry I hope my comments
come from experience. Shropshire is a great County shaped by agriculture, I
certainly want to embrace that, whilst continuing to improve our
environmental challenges. I hope that explains what my stance was really
about, rather than some of the headlines online.
If residents want to discuss anything regarding the Parish, please feel free to
email me at: steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk – I wish you well for 2019.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
A New Challenge
I am delighted that Jassica, with two other curates, has
opted into the three-week cross-cultural placement in
March/April in our Companion Link Diocese of
Qu’Appelle, Canada. This forms an important part of
her second year Curates’ programme and indeed
provides what will be a really significant part of her
formation as a Christian leader. Experiencing Christian ministry in another
part of the world-wide Anglican Communion is both challenging and
enriching and the visit will give opportunities to share in ministry, to gain
insights into the ‘Truth and Reconciliation Process’ set up following the long
history of abuse of the First Nation People through the Anglican Residential
Schools, to experience team ministry and to see ways of establishing
meaningful links. It will be hard work and she will also have to produce a
6,000-word report.
12

On how to survive a parish retreat
The Rectory
St. James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
We have just returned from our annual parish threeday silent retreat at St Epiphanius’ Priory. We had the
usual attendees: those husbands who see it as an opportunity to stop their
wives talking, however briefly; those wives who can keep their husbands
temporarily from the 19th hole at the golf club; and those who want to see if
it might be a suitable home in which to park an inconvenient relative.
It can come as quite a shock for first-timers: the ladies are appalled to
discover that there is neither coffee shop nor hairdressers, and the men that
there is no bar or billiards table. The resident community certainly frowned
on the four men among us who were discovered silently pushing a car down
the drive late one evening before starting it at the main gates as they escaped
to the nearest pub. Those of us who are older hands know to bring our own
supplies – carefully wrapped, so that the clinking of bottles is not too
obvious as one ascends the main staircase. The near universal retreat to
bedrooms before dinner is less an opportunity for quiet reflection and more
one for a restorative sherry.
The more experienced also know that temperatures in the house are Siberian.
All the movement and hand waving during Services is less charismatic
enthusiasm and more an attempt to maintain blood flow to the extremities.
The series of addresses were given by an aged member of the community.
That some of our party fell asleep during the addresses was excusable; that
the person giving them also occasionally did so, was not.
During one stroll round the gardens, I noticed clouds of smoke coming from
behind the hedges near the chapel. My hope that it was parishioners
experimenting with incense to be used in church on our return was soon
crushed when I found it was a group of hardened parishioners topping up
their nicotine levels. Seeing them nervously huddled in the shrubbery made
one think of schools and bike sheds. I now find it difficult not to picture
them all in short trousers and wearing caps.
And so we return, knowing that we have done our bit once again for the
25

RECIPE OF THE MONTH
According to the Oxford Companion to Food this dish takes its name from
the village of Cullen on the north-east coast of Scotland. Skink means shin,
as in shin of beef, often used to make soup – and like a beef shin broth, a
Cullen skink is a hearty main course, rather than a delicate starter. If you
cannot skin the fish, ask your fishmonger to do this for you.
CULLEN SKINK (serves 4-6)
2 smoked haddock fillets (about 1 lb/450g in total), skinned
1 natural haddock fillet (about 8oz/225g), skinned
1 pint/568ml milk
3 medium leeks
3oz/85g butter
9oz/250g potato, peeled and cut into cubes
1 tbsp plain flour
1-2 tsp English mustard powder
1 tsp sugar
4-5 tbsp double cream
2 tbsp chopped parsley
Put the fish in a pan with the milk, bring to simmering point then turn off the
heat.
Chop the leeks, including the bright green parts but not the coarse green
spray.
Melt the butter in a large pan and fry leeks for 5 minutes without browning.
Add the potatoes and a cup of water. Bring to the boil and simmer for 5-8
minutes, until the water has evaporated.
Stir in the flour and cook for a minute.
Drain the fish, reserving the milk. Slowly add the milk to the vegetable pan,
stirring all the time until a soup consistency is reached. Simmer for a few
minutes until the potatoes are cooked but not mushy.
Mix the mustard powder with 1 tbsp water and stir into the soup, to taste.
Flake the fish and remove any bones. Add to the soup along with the sugar.
Add the cream and parsley, season with salt and pepper, then stir and serve.
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We must warn ourselves, over and over, that we
cannot have something for nothing. – R Moley

In order to avoid being a financial drain on our hosts Jassica will be paying
for her daily food and accommodation in addition to covering the flights and
internal travel. She has been asked to raise funds from her local church and
community to enable her to take part in this experience. The good news is
that the Fellowship of the Maple Leaf has agreed the grant we requested.
Can I encourage you to support her and also to pray for her? Please discuss
how to donate with Jassica and pray for her as she makes preparations.
I am very pleased to be accompanying the three curates along with Revd
Romita Shrisunder, Bishop’s Director of Ordinands, and we have no doubt
that any donation would be both a much-appreciated gift but also an
investment in Jassica’s life as she develops skills and grows in depth and
wisdom in Christian leadership.
Rev Philip Swan
Director of World Mission, Lichfield Diocese
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
THE GOLDEN AGE
In our book of memory,
Turning back each page,
We remember all the good times,
When we lived in a golden age.
Our lives seemed full of gladness,
As we wandered through life’s maze.
We hold such tender memories,
Of those far-off halcyon days.
The pace of life seems different now,
Too fast, perhaps, for some,
But there are wonders all around us,
Which we never dreamed would come.
Gerry Boxall
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Hear our prayer? – A five-year-old said grace at family dinner one night.
‘Dear God, thank you for these pancakes…’ When he
concluded, his parents asked him why he thanked God for
pancakes when they were eating chicken. ‘I wanted to see if
He was paying attention tonight.
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TRADITIONAL AFTERNOON TEA
on

FRIDAY 1st MARCH
in the

SENIOR CITIZENS’ HALL
at

3:00pm
Tickets: £10 per person
Available shortly from Churchwardens or Ruth (650993)
COME ALONG & BRING YOUR FRIENDS, FAMILY &
NEIGHBOURS TO AN ENJOYABLE AFTERNOON WITH
SCRUMPTIOUS FOOD

All proceeds to Whittington Church Restoration Appeal
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Help our hedgehogs – or lose them forever
The UK has lost half of its hedgehog population since
the year 2000. The Christian conservation charity,
A Rocha UK, is out to stop the decline. ‘Project Hedgehog’ is a joint initiative between A Rocha UK and the
Lea Brook Valley Project which provides purpose-built,
Cat-proof hedgehog boxes for private gardens. There are also detailed
information leaflets on how to make gardens hedgehog-friendly. ‘We need
to do this, for God, for nature and for people – and we need your help,’ says
Andy Atkins, CEO of A Rocha UK. To help visit: https://arocha.org.uk/
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Be my Valentine – Young man: Do you love me? - Young lady: Yes.
Young man: But can you live on my income? - Young lady: Certainly.
Though - what will you live on?
14

herd of cows, a garden and a henhouse. Occasionally he rode into the
settlement for a sack of flour or sugar, but he or his wife milked the cows,
made their own butter, salting some down for winter along with some bottled
milk. The house might be an hour’s ride or more from the settlement and
horse riding was the only way to get there; no vehicles, no roads.
Owned by F.I. C. Goose Green was by far the biggest settlement with a hall,
store, a large 2 storey bunkhouse and a galley with resident cook. There were
a number of other houses – Manager, Shepherd Boss, Navy Boss, Bookkeeper and others. The shearing shed held 7,000 sheep and was full each
night during the season; its floor had 26 shearing points. There were tables
for classing wool, huge “bins” to hold the classed wool, a large press for
packing it and huge storage areas for the bales awaiting shipment to
Bradford in the U.K. There were 98,000 sheep at Goose Green and the only
time we ever saw any were when they were sheared, dipped, killing etc.
They produced top class wool; anyone killing a lamb was fined heavily, with
the exception of Christmas dinner, which was lamb. The rest of the year we
had beef in winter and mutton in summer. The school was provided with 7
mutton a week; other meat was also freely available – Upland Goose, Brunt
Goose, Teal and Grey Duck, freshly caught Sea Trout, Mullet or Smelt. It
was delicious. I bought a B.S.A. rifle, so had goose as required!
I met the staff and now that I had arrived the school was ready for its pupils,
but looking at the emptiness of the landscape it was impossible to imagine
where they would come from and how they would get here. Our pupils
arrived: on foot daily from Darwin and Goose Green, boarders on horseback,
by boat or plane. They were all eager to learn, extremely hard working and
we soon had a very happy and successful Darwin Boarding School, opened
in June 1956 – sadly destroyed in the Battle for Goose Green during the
conflict of 1982.
Pat Andreasen, Meadowbrook
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Sin – A young minister, serving his first church, noticed that one of his flock
had been absent from services several Sundays in a row, so he decided to see
her and ask the reason. The old woman shook her head and looked at him
pityingly. “Son,” she said, “you can’t help me. You are not old enough to
have sinned enough to have repented enough to be able to preach about it.”
A fine is a tax for doing wrong. A tax is a fine for doing well.
23

was arranged according to the destinations of the passengers. I was the last
one off as we landed on Darwin Harbour next to the Goose Green settlement.
A dinghy came out to collect me
from the float of the plane and at
the jetty I was met by a very
friendly, welcoming Andy – caretaker, stoker, gardener, butcher and
cowman for the school. The grass
in the settlement was cropped short
by the Upland geese which ignored
us completely as did the
cormorants sitting on a fence that ran down into the sea. On the short walk
up to the school along a coastal path I noticed bleached remnants of bones
among the pebbles of the beach by various birds new to me, and going about
their own business; this was their world – the message was clear.
The school was a large two-storey red timber
building with triple glazing along south facing walls.
Three wings led out from a central area, like wheel
spokes and could provide sleeping accommodation
for up to 40 students. It stood near Fish Creek, where
the creek ran into the sea. The footpath continued
past the school, over the bridge at the creek before wandering along the coast
to the settlement at Darwin where the Doctor and the General Manager lived.
The Falklands are about the size of Wales with two large islands – East and
West Falklands plus very many smaller ones. At that time the population was
2,200 – like West Felton in 2011! About 100 lived in Stanley; retirees,
administrative staff, storekeepers and Stanley schoolchildren. The rest were
scattered over Camp, a term referring to everywhere outside of Stanley. Over
half East Falkland and almost half of West was owned and managed by the
Falkland Island Trading Company (F.I.C.) who also owned the “Fitzroy”.
The rest of the land had about 20 large, privately owned, all fenced farms.
Each farm, however small, had a settlement on the coast, a jetty, boat of
some sort, shearing shed and other work related buildings, manager/owner’s
house and a few other houses besides. There were also “outside houses”
where a shepherd lived, with or without a family, out in the Camp, alone.
An outside shepherd was provided with a house, free, a troop of horses, a
22

Whittington Youth Project
w Saints Foundation

invite you to the
Whittington Youth Project taster sessions

Thursday 21st & 28th February at 7:00pm
In the Senior Citizens Hall
The sessions are aimed at youths aged
10+
Come along and see what your Youth Group could
look like

More information from Ian Johnson
07917025003
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
QWERTY Celebrates a Big Birthday
The inventor of the
QWERTY keyboard –
named after the first six
letters – and now almost
15

universally adopted in English-speaking countries – was born 200 years ago,
on 14th February 1819, in Pennsylvania, USA. Christopher Latham Scholes
was an Episcopalian who could trace his ancestry back to two of the original
Mayflower pilgrims, John and Priscilla Alden. Although he did not invent
the typewriter from scratch, Scholes was instrumental in developing a
successful working model.
Vital to this was his changing the keyboard, which was originally in
alphabetical order, but which had a tendency to jam. Scholes rearranged the
levers so that frequently used keys would not interfere with each other.
Scholes had started out as a printer and then, after moving to Wisconsin,
became a newspaper publisher. He served two terms as a Senator for
Wisconsin, one as a Democrat and one as a Republican; he was instrumental
in the successful movement to abolish capital punishment in Wisconsin.
His typewriter was not a commercial success until he joined forces with the
Remington Company, selling them half his rights for $12,000. In 1878 he
added a shift key so that the writer could switch easily between capitals and
lower-case letters. He died in 1890, probably of tuberculosis.
FOOD FUN FRIENDSHIP
Aged between 10½ – 18 years old?
Then come and join us for Food, Games,
Lots of Fun and Conversation

FRIDAY 22nd FEBRUARY
AT: THE RUGBY CLUB
(The Old Officers’ Mess, Park Hall, SY11 4AD)
6:00 – 8:00pm
Cost: None, just come as you are and enjoy
yourselves
With MATT from the
Oswestry Rural Youth Church
To book and for more information contact:
MATT – 07762148085
Email: minister@oryc.co.uk
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IN ANOTHER LIFE – Moving on – Part 2
The journey so far (see January Ripple) had been like those old black and
white films of the cruising experience – now life was very different.
Montevideo, what a change! The hotel was adequate but Spartan; it was midwinter and I was so cold. My Spanish was limited; how much, thank you,
apples and coffee with milk; but sign language obtained four extra blankets
for my bed. Meal times were bizarre; the long menu gave no indications as to
whether the items were solid, liquid, savoury or sweet. I chose from what I
saw the other two diners had selected for themselves; it was excellent.
The “Fitzroy” docked next day with the Falkland Island Bisley Team on
board and mealtimes were vastly improved with four sociable companions
who interpreted the menu. They sailed for England before I left. (Bisley in
Surrey was founded in 1895, and is regarded as our country’s top shooting
school) When I saw the “Fitzroy” I couldn’t believe that I was going to sail
in such a tiny ship for a thousand miles across some of the world’s roughest
seas. I walked down the gangway from the quayside, we sailed, and I was
seasick. The cockroaches on the walls of the dining saloon did not help; my
cabin floor was wet as I insisted on leaving the porthole open to ensure that I
had none there; and fortunately the trip only took four and a half days, as in
rough seas it could take seven.
Through the narrows into the huge Stanley Harbour, I was pleasantly
surprised at the small pretty town on the shallow hillside. All the buildings
were white with red or green rooftops; the green ones it turned out were
Government buildings. I was met and taken to be introduced to a very
pleasant and welcoming Colonial Secretary, then to the house where I would
stay until flying out to Darwin School. I explored. I went to the Governor’s
Birthday Ball, after nipping to the Fitzroy to unearth my evening dress. It
was most enjoyable – excellent food and almost non-stop dancing; my first
dance was memorable as I was whirled into an Eightsome Reel! Two days
later came the May Ball at the Town Hall where everyone I met said “I see
you’re on tomorrow’s flight”. This was news to me but next morning I
walked along to the hangar at the appropriate time and climbed the steps into
the Beaver float-plane; the pilot, Jim, settled us in our seats and then we
were off down the slipway, across the harbor and away.
This Government Air Service worked like a taxi service; each day’s flight
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WHITTINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

National Nest Box Week: 14th – 21st February

Nineteen members attended our January meeting. Subscriptions were due for
2019 and the new programme distributed. There is a varied and interesting
calendar of events throughout the year.

If you like birds, now is the time to help the next generation get started.
And so this month will see thousands of us shakily climbing ladders against
the sides of our houses, garages and trees, to install cosy nest boxes. And
soon our tenants will arrive: blue tits, robins, nuthatches, pied wagtails,
sparrows, starlings, tawny owls and even great spotted woodpeckers.

This year also marks 100 years of the formation of Shropshire Federation of
Women’s Institutes. Whittington WI have arranged to plant over 200 bulbs
in the castle grounds this month to celebrate this and both the centenary of
the end of World War One and the centenary of the first women being able
to vote from last year(2018).
Our speaker this month was Lorraine Jones, who is an Independent Living
Adviser with the British Legion. She gave a fascinating account of her work
and the work of the British Legion in helping servicemen and women,
veterans and their families; access services such as grants for home
improvements, carers breaks, handyman services, counselling services and
benefits advice.
Our next meeting will be held on Thursday 14th February and our speaker
will be Tonia Davies from Derwen College who is going to tell us all about
Dame Agnes Hunt.
Sandy Forde
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
A tanning tip for your summer holiday
January is when many of us begin to daydream of summer holidays in the
sun. So here is some advice, way in advance: when you finally hit the beach
this summer, your tan will be better if you sunbathe only every other day.
Researchers at Tel Aviv University in Israel have found that the
pigmentation process that protects the skin from damaging ultraviolent rays
works on a 48-hour cycle. If you sunbathe each day, the full sequence does
not have time to run, and so a tan takes longer to build.
So – why not just enjoy the sun every other day? That not only halves your
exposure to radiation (which could cause skin cancer) but allows your skin to
complete its defence cycle and repair damage. The research was published
in Molecular Cell.
20

National Nest Box Week was started by the British Trust for Ornithology in
order to encourage the conservation of our breeding birds. Nest boxes are
desperately needed, as natural nest sites for birds such as holes in trees or old
buildings are disappearing fast, as gardens are ‘tidied’ and old houses are
repaired. It really is worth the trouble to put up a nest box. If you hang one
within sight of your kitchen window, you will have hours of fun in observing
the young feathered families.
How to choose a nest box: www.bto.org/about-birds/nnbw/buy-a-box
Where to put it: www.bto.org/about-birds/nnbw/putting-up-a-nest-box
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
QUIZ – POT-LUCK
1. ICBM stands for Inter-Continental what?
2. What was a matchlock?
3. In which TV show did creatures cry “Exterminate!”
4. What is the male equivalent of a ranee?
5. In chemistry, what is a substance which cannot be split into simpler
substances?
6. According to the Germans who were the ‘Ladies from Hell’?
7. Who created ‘Till Death Do Us Part’?
8. In ‘Two Little Boys’, what did each boy have that was wooden?
9. Which American rodent builds dams and fells trees?
10. In which river was Jesus Christ baptized?
11. In which Shakespeare play does a forest apparently move?
12. What do Americans call a pack of cards?
13. Who were the beaten finalists when France first won the World Cup?
14. What was the name of the first nuclear-powered submarine?
15. Who played Tony Blair on the television in “A Very Social Secretary”?
16. Which word can go after funny and before china?
17. If you were driving at 50 miles per hour, at how many kilometres per
hour would you be going? (approximately)
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18. Which English King died at the age of 15?
19. In which sport are stones and a broom used?
20. Which surname links a Spice Girl and the first US Vice President?
21. Of which country was John George Diefenbaker prime minister?
22. In which language did Aristophanes write his plays?
23. Of which country was Archbishop Makarios prime minister?
24. Which member of U2 has the real name of Paul Hewson?
25. Of which US state is Little Rock the capital?
26. Which part of the body is described by the word labial?
27. In which West Country city is the railway station St. David’s?
28. For which country did Denis Law play football?
29. Who created the Rebus novels?
30. Who was the youngest member of England’s Rugby World Cup-winning
squad of 2003?
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
‘The day the music died’
The day the music died – according to Don McLean in
his epic song American Pie – was 60 years ago, on 3rd
February 1959, when rock-and-roll star Buddy Holly
died in a plane crash in Iowa. With him were two
other singers, Ritchie Valens and The Big Bopper.
Charles Hardin (Buddy) Holly, who was 22 when he died, was born in
Lubbock, Texas, at the heart of America’s Bible Belt, and he and his family
were closely associated with the Tabernacle Baptist Church there, though he
himself was seen as something of a rebel.
His style was initially influenced by gospel and country music, and he
formed groups with friends from his high school. After opening for Elvis
Presley in 1955, he shifted to rock and roll. With his new band, The Crickets,
he achieved international success with songs such as ‘That’ll be the Day’.
Immensely talented, he wrote, recorded and produced his own material and
is often thought of as the man who defined the traditional rock-and-roll lineup of two guitars, bass and drums. He was a big influence on such major
artistes as Bob Dylan, the Beatles, the Rolling Stones and Eric Clapton and
was one of the first artistes inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.
Tim Lenton
The road to success is always under construction
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ANSWERS TO JANUARY’S CROSSWORD PUZZLE
ACROSS: 1, Armour. 4, Twelve. 8, Ulric. 9, Imitate. 10, Lectern. 11, Trees.
12, Endurance. 17, Harem. 19, Newborn. 21, Divorce. 22, Erica. 23, Wisest.
24, Stoned.
DOWN: 1, Aquila. 2, Miracle. 3, Uncle. 5, Written. 6, Leave. 7, Ever so. 9,
Ignorance. 13, Damaris. 14, Erosion. 15, Shadow. 16, Onward. 18, Raves.
20, Wheat.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Oswestry Rural Youth Church Update
Since beginning in September 2018, I have been focussed on creating a
strong foundation which we at ORYC can build upon. I have met with and
created a relationship with the clergy representative of every parish/benefice
in the deanery, as well as many other contacts within the deanery. I have
been able to visit eleven different churches, including four
Messy Church events and seven Christmas services.
Thanks to the many relationships I have built, I will now focus on 2019 and
how ORYC will grow into fulfilling its vision of sharing God’s word and
love to the young people of rural Oswestry. The details of our next event are
on page16 when we plan to share with the young people what our plans are
and hear their opinions.
We hope to have regular small groups meeting in two or three locations
across Oswestry when young people can meet together and dig deeper into
biblical as well as cultural topics. Alongside these ORYC hopes to be able to
offer monthly/bimonthly themed social events; these will be more interactive
and although there will be no deep theological discussions there will be
something to challenge the young people, whether this is a biblical passage
or a cultural topic. We hope that these events will provide the perfect
opportunity for the young people to invite friends along.
ORYC started two more new projects in January which are completely
different. The first is supporting and assisting at confirmation classes, as we
are aware of the need to provide a church for those young people who are
confirmed. I joined the Rev Harvey Gibbons at St Oswald’s in January and
will follow this up in Whittington later in the year.
Thank you and God Bless, Matt Barkley, Pioneer Youth Minister
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