WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

PARISH SERVICES

WOMENS INSTITUTE:

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre
Secretary: Mrs Joyce Howard

Tel:656389

SUNDAY SERVICES:
8:00am Holy Communion on 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays
11.00am Parish Communion weekly
6:30pm Holy Communion According to the Book of
Common Prayer on 1st Sunday
6:30pm Evensong on the 3rd Sunday

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:

Chairman: Paul Jones
Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis

Tel:679542
Tel:662500

4:00pm Messy Church on the 2nd Sunday
(No Service in August)

BELL RINGING:

Details from Brian Rothera

Tel:657778

BROWNIES, GUIDES:

6pm- 7.15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre.
Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere
Tel:624390

RECTOR:

BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen)
The Manse, St Martins Road, Gobowen
Tel:658016
e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com
WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions
Leaders: Dawn and Mandy
Meet in the Community Centre 9am – 3pm

Tel:670127

SENIOR CITIZENS:

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning
All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall
Secretary: Mrs Gillian Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington

Tel:662236

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE:

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White
Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm. This will now be the
only stop in the village.
CHURCH WEBSITE ADDRESS:
www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk
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WEEKDAYS: 9:30am Holy Communion - Thursday
5:30pm Choir Practice
- Friday
Reverend Sarah Burton
e.mail: sarahburton7@gmail.com

Tel:238658

CHURCHWARDENS:

Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington

Tel:670940

Mrs G Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com

Tel:662236

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington
Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington

Tel:656389
Tel:659562

ORGANIST: Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall

Tel:662116

MAGAZINE:
Editor:
Miss A Ward, 4 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington Tel:672838
eaw4@btinternet.com
Distribution:

Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road

Tel:659385

WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL

Headteacher:

Mr Sean Sibley
e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk

Tel:662269
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WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY:

January 2016
Emmanuel – God With Us
As the New Year dawns, the days begin to get a little longer and spring
draws a little closer. However January can still be a difficult month with
challenging weather and long dark evenings and all the fun and celebration
of Christmas behind us. It is at times like this when we are struggling with
life’s challenges that the Christmas message can have most meaning for us.
When Jesus came at Christmas he came to be Emmanuel – God with us. We
are never alone and without help when we trust in God, and it is in darkness
that we most appreciate the light he brings to our lives.
We use candles in church to symbolise the light of Christ in our lives and in
January, Whittington and West Felton churches have two special joint
services, both focused round the lighting of candles.
On 10th January at 4:00pm in St John the Baptist Church, Whittington,
we will be celebrating baptism at a special Messy
Church service. This is the date the church celebrates
Christ’s baptism. Everyone is invited to bring along their
baptism candle or to receive a candle at church and we will
light these during our worship as we give thanks together
for the light that Christ brings into our lives. During the
service we will be giving thanks for all the children who
were baptised in the two churches during 2015.
On 31st January at 4:00pm in St. Michael’s Church, West
Felton, there will be a special Candlemas service of
Thanksgiving. This is an opportunity for people who have been
bereaved to come together to remember and give thanks for the
lives of their loved ones. We will be sending invitations to the
relatives of people whose funerals have taken place in
Whittington and West Felton churches over the last two years but
everyone is welcome to take part in this service. We will be reading out the
2

Mr Andy Cawthray, e.mail: andy_ian@hotmail.com

Tel:657178

CRICKET SECRETARY/BOOKING SECRETARY:

Mr Brian Whitley, email: brianwhitley2005@yahoo.co.uk
THE BOWLING SECRETARY:

Mrs Jacqui Whitley
e.mail: jacquiwhitley@yahoo.com

Tel:830901

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY:

Mrs Kath Griffiths

Tel:662116

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON
AND WEST FELTON

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG
e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk
Tel:650488
WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Mrs A. S. Cowley, “Pear Tree” Cottage, Treflach Oswestry
(Clerk to the Council) – Held the fourth Tuesday in the month
ascowley.whitpc@sky.com
http://www.2shrop.net/whitpc

Tel:659496

SHROPSHIRE YOUTH SERVICE

Rural Mobile visits the village on Tuesday 6:15pm – 8:00pm
Bus parks opposite the “Premier” Shop, Whittington.
Open to young people between the ages of 13 – 20 yrs.
Contact: Wendy Stockton, Shropshire Council Youth Worker.

Tel:654175

BAPTISM SECRETARY

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk

Tel:681036

WEDDING SECRETARY

Mrs Ann Jones, Springfield, Station Road, Whittington

Tel:662356
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Bahla has a rich tradition of pottery, and
you can still see potters working at their
kilns - and haggling over their wares!
With a coastline stretching 1,060 miles
along the Arabian Sea, it is unsurprising
that Oman boasts a stunning array of sunny,
swimmer-friendly beaches offering diving,
kite-surfing and jet-skiing. There has also
been a huge increase in the building of
luxury beach resorts up and down the
Omani coastline; including Qurum Beach, which is below the Crowne Plaza
Hotel in Muscat, a beach which is perfectly set up for family holidaymakers
with picnic areas and shady palm trees. Qantab Beach, located a short drive
from central Muscat, has an established local fishing trade, and tourists are
strongly encouraged to take a trip out with one of the local fisherman to
explore some of the area's sheltered coves and sea-caves. Marjan Beach
features small coral reefs ideally suited to novice divers and snorkellers - and
also boasts a lively nightlife, with several restaurants and hotels often
frequented by expatriate workers in Oman. Tourists don't need to worry
unduly about the dress-code for Omani beaches - western swimwear is
perfectly acceptable while you're on the beach, just make sure to cover up
appropriately when you're on your way to and from your hotel or beach
resort.

names of the people we are giving thanks for and there will also be
opportunity to light a candle in their memory. If you would like to have
someone’s name included in the service please contact Sue Dyke, 01691
650831, dykechurch@gmail.com. If you’ve not been to West Felton church
before, you reach it from Whittington by turning left at Queens Head and
going straight on until you see West Felton village shop on your right. Turn
right immediately before the shop and then follow the road round for a little
less than half a mile until you come to the church on your right (Woolston
Road SY11 4LE).
In Whittington Church we have a further opportunity to brighten up a
Sunday evening with a Plough Sunday Service at 4:30pm on 17th
January with Bishop Mark Rylands as guest speaker. A plough will be
brought into church and blessed as a symbol of our prayer for God’s blessing
of the earth and the work of our farming community. This will be followed
by a fundraising Farmers Supper at Oswestry Rugby Club (see details
elsewhere in the “Ripple”).

Wishing you a New Year filled with hope and joy,

Love from

Sarah
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mountain overlooking the harbour gives tourists commanding views of the
city and Arabian Sea below. Opening times can be fickle but many
undeterred tourists enjoy the scenery from outside their walls.

DIARY
1

NEW YEAR’S DAY

2

8:00am

3

EPIPHANY SUNDAY
11:00am
4:00pm
6:30pm

The venue of the January Prayer Breakfast to support
Ben Mayho, the Schools Christian Project Worker, is
unknown at the time of going to print; if you would like
details please telephone Lynn Carroll on 01691 659385
by Wednesday 30th December

Parish Communion
Carol Service at St Chad’s Haughton to be followed by
refreshments
No Service at Whittington Parish Church

4

9:00am

Whittington Church of England School opens for the
Spring Term

5

9:30am

Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel

2-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

7

9:30am

Holy Communion

10

THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST
8:00am
11:00am
4:00pm

4

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Messy Church including Thanksgiving for Baptism

The Sultan Qaboos Grand Mosque is
a new, yet architecturally classic
building completed in 2001, and is the
third largest mosque in the world with
a capacity for 20,000 worshippers.
The interior is also grand, and the
prayer hall is home to a hand-woven
Persian carpet on the prayer floor
weighing over twenty-one tons, and
an exquisite 46-foot chandelier. This is a religious site rather than a tourist
destination so visitors need to be respectful of some rules, although Englishspeaking guides are available to help navigate the visit. Muslims can visit
any time of the day, but tourists of other faiths, while very welcome, should
only come during visiting hours. Visitors are asked to dress modestly, and
women are required to cover their hair. The mosque is open daily from 8:0011:00am, except Fridays and religious holidays.
Somewhere that offers visitors a wonderful taste of local produce is a trip to
the Muttrah fish market. Every day the market turns out a vast selection of
ocean-fresh fish, including squid and crab. Visit the neighbouring vegetable
market for any other fresh produce required to put together a delicious feast!
The Old Mutrah Souk is the most popular traditional bazaar in Muscat. The
market is a small maze of narrow alleyways formed by adjoining stalls.
Tourists can bargain with stall clerks over the prices of gold and silver
jewellery, antiques and other traditional goods. The market has a less
forceful air than others, so tourists are free to wander at their leisure without
overt pressure from touts. Although the Old Muttrah Souk is popular with
tourists, locals shop here as well, giving authenticity to the market and
mixing ornamental souvenirs in between household products and food.
Bahla is an ancient city in the northern part of Oman, not far from Muscat. It
was founded at an oasis for caravans and travellers to stop and rest on their
desert journey, and was the capital of Oman between the twelfth and
seventeenth Centuries. The famous Bahla Fort, a UNESCO World Heritage
Site, dates back to 1,000 BC, and remains the city's most popular attraction.
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TRAVELLER’S TALES

12

MUSCAT

9:30am

Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel

2-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church
Holy Communion

The second largest country in the Middle East, Oman occupies the
southeastern part of the Arabian Peninsula, bordered by Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates. Its topography is varied and dramatic, rocky
mountains, deep water inlets, rolling dunes and salt flats, verdant green hills
and a coastline stretching thousands of miles with magnificent beaches; in
fact the main reason people travel to Oman is the astounding beauty of the
natural landscape. Sultan Qaboos bin Said realised that tourism is an integral
part of his modernisation programme, but thus far it is the wealthy who are
being urged to visit as accommodation offered is in the most part in luxury
resort hotels. Sightseeing and activities are mainly restricted to Muscat and
the southern town of Salalah, famed for its seafood, frankincense trees and
the ruins of the palace of the Queen of Sheba.

14

9:30am

17

SECOND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY
PLOUGH SUNDAY

The capital city, Muscat, was once an important maritime city and was
redeveloped in the 1970s. It is made up of three cities grown together; the
original walled city of Muscat (home to the royal palaces), the former fishing
village of Matrah with its maze-like souq, and the commercial and
diplomatic area of Ruwi. The beauty of the city, especially near the harbour,
is what makes Muscat so alluring. Many new buildings have continued with
classic Arabic architecture, further protecting the city’s legacy from the
ravages of the modern world. Muscat is one of the safest, most cosmpolitan
and open-minded city in the entire Gulf Region, and is fast becoming a
Middle East tourism hotspot.
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LAST DAY for magazine material for the February edition of the
“Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, 4 Rosehill
Avenue, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com
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9:30am

Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel

2-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

7:30pm

The Filling Station; further details on page 21

21

9:30am

Holy Communion

24

THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY

The Al Jalali and Al Mirani Forts
were built during the Portuguese
colonial rule of Oman during the
sixteenth Century and are
situated on either side of the Qasr
Al Alam Royal Palace which was
built in 1972, and which is the working office for Sultan Qaboos. The forts
are examples of traditional architecture and provide a fotified appearence to
Muscat’s harbour. Al Jalali, especially, is bedecked with traditional doors,
rugs and pottery; both Al Jalali and Al Mirani have ancient war memorabilia
such as armour and weapons on display. Their strategic position on a
28
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11:00am
4:30pm

Parish Communion
Plough Sunday with the Blessing of the Plough
Preacher: The Right Reverend Mark Rylands,
Bishop of Shrewsbury

6:00pm

Plough Sunday Supper at the Rugby Club; further
details on page 11

8:00am
11:00am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion

9:30am

Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel

2-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

7:30pm

The Parochial Church Council meets in the Senior
Citizens’ Hall
5

28

9:30am

Holy Communion

Areas of concern: Parking - This item was raised in relation to a car
parking on the pavement at the top of Boot St.

10:00am-12:00noon Coffee Morning in church; further details on page 18
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY
8:00am
11:00am
4:00pm

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Candelmas Service – a Memorial Service for those who
have been bereaved; see Sarah’s letter for more details
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Extracts from the Parish Registers
for the month of November 2015
REQUIESCAT IN PACE
“May the Souls of the Faithful Departed Rest in Peace”
7th November 2015

Mary Joan Kempster
aged 92 of Woodland Residential Care Home, Morda

27th November 2015

John David Ward
aged 92 of Manor Garden (formerly of Perry Farm)

Communicants for the month………279
Attendance for the month…………..363
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The Rector and the Trustees of the Friends of St John the Baptist
acknowledge the following donation:A donation of £100 in memory of Mary Joan Kempster
from her Family and Friends
Someone once said: “If you are going to soar with the eagles
in the morning, you can’t hoot with the owls all night.”
6

Whittington Castle: Shropshire Council has carried out the work needed at
the entrance to the castle to alleviate the problem of blocked access to the
Castle entrance.
Funding: The Council annually have funds to aid projects and organisations
within the village and they will soon be considering written applications for
funding in early 2016. Any organisation wishing to apply should write to the
Clerk to the Council.
Date and time of the next meeting: The next Parish Council meeting is
Tuesday 22ndth December 2015 commencing at 7:30pm in the Senior
Citizens’ Hall.
Paul Thompson-Lawrence
(This article is a brief outline of the main discussion points for the WPC
meeting and does not represent a formal record. For an official copy of the
minutes please contact the Parish Clerk or look on the Parish Website
www.shrop.net/WhitPC)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Men and women
Three men were hiking through a forest when they came upon a large raging
river. Needing to get on the other side, the first man prayed, “God, please
give me the strength to cross the river.” Poof! God gave him big arms and
strong legs and he was able to swim across in about two hours, having
almost drowned twice.
After witnessing that, the second man prayed, “God, please give me strength
and the tools to cross the river.” Poof! God gave him a rowboat and strong
arms and strong legs and he was able to row across in about an hour after
almost capsizing once.
Seeing what happened to the first two men, the third man
prayed, “God, please give me the strength, the tools and
the intelligence to cross the river.” Poof! He was turned
into a woman. She checked the map, went one hundred
yards up stream and walked across the bridge.
27

tackle and solve issues that matter to the community where you live. Thanks
to an investment in mobile tablet style computers, these will enable officers
to spend more time on patrol, on the street and in neighbourhoods. Officers
will continue to come to people when they need them and provide a high
quality service however you can contact us - in person (on the street, at
community bases and at partners and communities together [PACT]
meetings), on the phone or online.
Matters Arising from the Minutes: The Clerk reported that everything was
progressing regarding the Christmas Carol Service being held at The Boot.
PLANNING: 15/04803/TCA – Work to trees within Whittington
Conservation Area – The Chestnuts, Station Road, Whittington.
PLANNING PERMISSION GRANTED: 15/03730/REM – Proposed
dwelling adjacent to the cemetery, Daisy Lane, Whittington.
15/04079/COU – Peveril Cottage, Castle Street, Change of Use to Dog
Grooming.
Whittington Parish Plan Steering Group: The Committee met on 17th
November when they discussed the final preparations for the compilation,
recommendations and distribution of the Plan. Two of the Committee will
compile the plan over the coming month and it will be circulated to the
Committee before the next meeting. If the Committee are happy with it then
it will then be sent off for a sanity check before going to print. The
Committee expects the final document to be available early in the New Year.
The next meeting is on Tuesday 15th December.
Footway Lighting: (i) To receive details of any lights out of order and
action taken on faults located on a recent night patrol undertaken by our
Contractor. It was reported there is a lamp out in Babbinswood by the Old
Rose and Crown. (ii) If there are any other issues relating to street lighting,
they should be reported to the Clerk to the Council
Whittington Cemetery: Councillor Davis advised that six volunteers met on
the 14th November and worked hard to level the rough area; there is always
something to do and they are always open to offers of help should anyone
wish to join in.
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The Children’s Society
Time to open the boxes! January is now with us and
it is time to open the Children’s Society boxes,
which many of you have. Kindly bring your boxes
to church on Sunday 3rd or 10th January or ring me
to make alternative arrangements if necessary
please. We can then get the boxes opened, and the contents to the Society’s
Head Office quickly. Once again thank you for your support in helping the
young people in the Children’s Society care.
Mike Phipps - 01691 670940
Parish Secretary to the Children’s Society
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
THANK YOU
Thank you to everyone who bought a poppy or put
a contribution in the collection box in church to
support the work of the Royal British Legion last
November. We have now been advised that £47.30
was raised to support the work undertaken by the
Royal British Legion in helping ex-service personnel.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Rhos Orpheus and Whittington School Choirs
A big thank you to the Rhos Orpheus and Whittington School choirs for a
wonderful Christmas concert in December. As well as providing an excellent
start to our Christmas celebrations, the concert raised £1025 for Church
funds. Many thanks to all of you who contributed to this very special
evening through your help and support.
Sarah
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Special Sundays for January
We are once again celebrating Plough
Sunday on the 17th this year, but that is not
the only special Sunday this month; on the
17th we also mark Peace Sunday. During the week of the 18th – 25th it is the
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity and on the 24th it is both Education
Sunday and also Homelessness Sunday.
7

WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers
Welcome to the New Year – 2016 – let us hope we at least have some
summer this year; I hope everyone had a lovely Christmas and that 2016 is a
happy and healthy one for you all.
The November lunch at the White Lion was a lovely traditional Christmas
meal with turkey and all the trimmings, followed by Christmas pudding and
tea and coffee; many thanks to the staff at the Lion for looking after us so
well all year. The meal this month is Tuesday 26th January; once again
please let Val Hayward know if you do not wish to be included in this event;
her number is 01691 662434. Also give Val a ring if you would like to join
this sociable occasion the cost of which is £7.50 per person.
We held a Christmas Fair/Coffee Morning on Friday 27th November when
£345 was raised for club funds. The committee would like to thank all those
people who turned out and joined in the festive occasion. Thank you to all
the committee members who gave up a Saturday afternoon to decorate the
hall in time for the Fair, particularly Val’s husband Phil, who scrambled up
and down the ladder for us.
The Christmas tea on 1st December was attended by twenty-nine members
and friends; unfortunately several regulars were missing due to ill-health and
we sincerely hope they are soon feeling better and able to get about again.
We were entertained by members of the Orthopaedic Male Voice Choir who
performed a number of carols and we sang along to some of them after
which the choir joined us for tea. Afterwards the Christmas Raffle was
drawn and the winners were:
1St Christmas Hamper
2nd Christmas Cake
3rd 3 Bottles of Wine
4th Basket of Vegetables

Mr Roy Jones
Mrs Neil Harris
Mrs Janet Vaughan (Ellesmere)
Miss Daisy Jones

Due to the amount of produce donated for the hamper we were able to
make two and the second hamper was won by Mrs Phyllis Hurst.
8

Whittington Parish Council News,
Meeting held on 24th November 2015
There were seven Parish Councillors, the Clerk, one member of the Public
and PCSO Cara Fairley at the meeting.
Item 18 Whittington Play Area - Brought Forward: Item (1) A resident’s
concerns regarding parking on the grassed area adjacent to the Play Area; the
member of the public was trying to establish who owned the grassed land
where cars are parking. This was brought forward and discussed;
unfortunately the Council do not own the land but they gave advice
regarding taking the matter forward.
Community Police Incident Report for October 2015: PCSO Cara Fairley
presented the report; the items relevant to Whittington were as follows.
Anti-Social Behaviour and Nuisance: 1 incident involving a complaint
about noise in Station Road.
Vehicle Crime: 1 incident of theft from a vehicle - person/s have attempted
to remove items from a motor vehicle.
Theft: 2 incidents of theft; 1 in Babbinswood of the theft of bicycle and 1 in
Park Hall of the theft of a mobile phone
With the lights drawing in and during the days leading up to Christmas
please take the time to protect your house from being targeted by potential
burglars. Police recommend using timer switches on lights in the house; if
you’re not home these lights make your house looked lived in and could be
enough to stop your house being the next target.
Your team & Contact numbers:
Local Police Officer – PC 3718 Kate Le’Clere – 07792 774 024
Police community Support Officers:
PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes - 07792 774 047; PCSO 60218 Cara Fairly
Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and partners to identify,
25

After the outbreak of the Second World War in 1939 four large civilian
centres were set up near London and an Army centre near Bristol. While the
war raged there was obviously a greater need for blood so the emergency
medical services and the Army set up eight regional transfusion centres
allowing thousands of civilians to do their bit for the country by donating,
saving the lives of many servicemen and civilians.

The committee wish to thank all of the kind members that donated items
towards the hampers and other raffle prizes.

In 1946 the National Blood Service was launched under the name of the
Blood Transfusion Service. After the establishment of the National Health
Service in England and North Wales in 1948 a strong partnership was
formed between the two.

On Friday 18th December some of us attended a Christmas afternoon tea
produced by the staff at the Castle; it was a pleasant and cosy affair and put
us in the mood for Christmas

In 1975 the National Blood Service replaces the previously used glass bottles
with plastic blood bags, and therefore allowing a much wider use of blood
components. HIV testing was introduced in 1986 and just as importantly,
testing for hepatitis C in 1991 is introduced. This is followed in 1999 by the
introduction of Nucleic acid Amplification Technology (NAT). This detects
viruses in their early stages ensuring blood transfusion is even safer.
In 2005 NHS Blood and Transplant (NHSBT) is established as a Special
Health Authority. NHSBT consists of the National Blood Service, Bio
Products Laboratory, and Organ Donation and Transplantation.
And so a hundred years later the procedure they employed on that New
Year’s Day long ago is still saving countless lives – indeed, most of us have
probably received a blood transfusion at some time in our lives.
“Necessity is the mother of invention”, the old saying goes. It is strange how
many vital developments in medicine – antibiotics, more recently - have
sprung out of the horrors of war.
If you wish to consider becoming a blood donor then call 0300 123 2323 for
more information.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
On 6th Jan 1891 the world’s first penalty kick was
taken by Airdrieonians Football Club in Scotland.
The first penalty kick in the English football league
was taken by Wolverhampton Wanderers later that
same year, in September 1891.
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On 9th December thirty members and friends enjoyed a meal at Henlle Golf
Club, Gobowen; we were transported there courtesy of Mr Mike Owen of
Owens’ Travelmaster to whom we are most grateful.

January is a quiet month as the committee are taking the opportunity to
recharge their batteries for the forthcoming year. In February Malcolm Lord,
the actor cum entertainer, is coming along to talk about his experiences as a
pantomime dame.
The line dancing class will re-start on Thursday 7th January after a two week
break. Why not make a New Year’s resolution to come along and partake of
some light exercise and plenty of fun.
There will be no Monthly Whist in January as the ladies need a rest after the
hectic Christmas Whist Drive that had sixteen tables. Can we please express
many thanks to Jan, Rita and Margaret and all their helpers who organize
this monthly event.

From November to March coffee will not be served on a Thursday
morning; this will re-start when British Summer Time commences.
Weekly:
Every Monday
Every Thursday

2:00pm Afternoon Whist session £1 – all welcome
1:30 – 3:15pm Line dancing - £3.50

Gillian Roberts
01691 662236
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Light – A fellow nurse at my hospital received a call from an anxious
woman. “I’m diabetic and I’m afraid I've had too much sugar today,” she
said. “Are you light-headed?” my colleague asked. “No,” the caller
answered, “I'm a brunette.”
Some minds are like concrete - all mixed up and permanently set
9

Transfusion of Life – 100 years on

Flowers in Church
We are very fortunate to have an excellent team of flower
arrangers in church. They do us proud throughout the year and
particularly at times such as Christmas and Easter and
Harvest. They also provide all the posies for Mothering
Sunday. To help the flower arrangers to continue to provide
such beautiful arrangements we would be grateful for contributions towards
the cost of flowers. If you could help in this way, please contact Barbara
Phipps, 01691 670940.
You might like to mark a special occasion or to remember someone. If you
would like to provide the flowers for a particular date, please sign the list in
the church porch. Any amount from £10 will enable a special arrangement to
mark the day and Barbara would be happy to discuss this with you.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

4:00pm 10 January, Whittington Church

‘When Jesus was Baptized’
Messy Church
with thanksgiving for baptism
We begin with crafts and
activities at 4:00pm
At 4:30pm we gather for a short act
of worship with songs and a story.
We end with sandwiches, cakes
and drinks for all to share.

All ages welcome
10

The history of blood transfusion goes back over four hundred
years and one good thing came out of World War 1 – on the
1st January it is the centenary of the first successful blood
transfusion, as we know it today – by using stored blood that had been
cooled. It was carried out the RAMC, Royal Army Medical Corps.
In 1628 William Harvey, a leading physician of his day, is the first to
demonstrate that blood circulates around the body. Twenty-nine years later,
in 1657, Sir Christopher Wren took time out from designing cathedrals to
inject some fluids into the circulation of animals, using equipment designed
by Harvey. In the same year as the Great Fire of London, 1666, Richard
performed the first successful transfusion, albeit on an animal. The following
year the diarist Samuel Pepys recorded that experiments have been taking
place at the Royal Society, transfusing blood from one dog to another.
Skip forward to 1818 and Dr James Blundell is conducting transfusions in
cases of haemorrhages after childbirth. Then in 1900 Dr Karl Landsteiner,
working in Vienna, discovers that blood comes in four main groups – A, B,
AB and O – and suddenly everybody realises why they’ve been going wrong
for the last two hundred and seventy-two years.

During World War 1 the desperate need to save men who were literally
bleeding to death in the front-line dressing stations from battle-field wounds,
was the great motivation. Minds were focused, experiments tried, first class
brains employed to find an answer and two major advances took place out of
the need to relieve the pressure caused by trying to save lives during the
conflict. The first is the discovery that blood could be prevented from
clotting once it is removed from the body by mixing it with sodium nitrate.
And like most things they also discovered that blood can last a bit longer if it
is put in a fridge.
In 1921 the British Red Cross members all decided to give blood at Kings
College Hospital, London and so the first voluntary blood service was born;
and in 1936 the Americans opened the world’s first blood bank at Cook
County Hospital, Chicago. The first British blood bank was opened in
Ipswich in 1937.
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Answers to December’s Quiz
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.

Angelina Jolie
Charlotte Church
Rod Stewart
Gérard Dépardieu
Felipe
The Princess of Wales
Angie and Alex
Pamela Anderson
Kennedy and Onassis
Ben Affleck
Wayne Rooney
Rat Pack
Warren Beatty
Don Johnson and Melanie Griffith
Susan George
Paris Hilton
Sienna Miller
Christina Onassis
Shakira
Texas
Elizabeth Taylor
The Duchess of Kent
Princess Caroline of Monaco
Renee Zellwegger
Cannes
Sophia Loren
Madonna
Claudia Schiffer
Matthew Broderick
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Up and down – A psychiatrist was training some young clergy who were
interested in doing counselling. They had been discussing various forms of
depression. Deciding to test them, she asked: “How would you diagnose
someone who visits your church, walks back and forth, screaming at the top
of his lungs one minute, and then collapsing in a pew to weep uncontrollably
the next?” A young man at the back of the room raised his hand and
ventured: “a football coach?”
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SUNDAY 17th JANUARY

4:30pm
PLOUGH SUNDAY SERVICE
Whittington Parish Church
followed by SUPPER
at 6:00pm
in The Rugby Club, Park Hall
ADULTS £12.50, CHILDREN £5
TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM
MARK JONES – 01691 657547
A message from the Church Buildings Council on 6th November 2015
With the approval and agreement of the Archbishops of
Canterbury and York, the Church Buildings Council is
Encouraging every parish church in England to organise
a festival on the weekend of 10th – 12th June 21016 to
celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday and her role as head
of the Church of England. This will coincide with
official celebrations taking place in London.
The variety of potential forms for the celebration is huge
Frrom flower festivals to organ recitals, bell-ringing or choir festivals, food
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or even beer festivals! – and it is hoped that, wherever possible, every church
will take part.
In addition, to coincide with the Queen’s birthday we hope that every church
will be able to organise an exhibition of the life of its parish over the
previous 90 years. Such exhibitions should, by charting the changes in the
lives of our communities since 1926, highlight the ways in which parish
churches have been and remain the focus of those communities, and be a
celebration both of our churches and of the people that they serve. We hope
that most parishes will be able to find photographs, artworks and oral history
connected with their church and the local area.

Praise God for the lessons
Jonny has been able to do
with a few schools, thinking
about big religious and
moral questions, and for the
children’s engagement with those questions/issues. Please pray that they
might continue to carefully process them in the coming weeks. Praise God
also for the mentoring work Ben’s been able to do this term and that it has
grown significantly since the beginning of the school year. Praise God for
the bushcraft work Ben has started this year and for the impact it is having
on the students.

Though the onus will be on parishes to arrange their events, the Church
Buildings Council will act as a hub for ideas and as a central co-ordination
point. We will soon be sending out guidance on the organisation of these
events, and all relevant guidance will be available on www.churchcare.co.uk
Details of events will appear on www.churchdays.co.uk

Do pray for all the bookings we have in the run-up to Christmas. Please pray
that the children and young people will grasp the true meaning of Christmas
and delight in that, above everything else. We want to display Jesus to them
in all that we do and be able to communicate why we believe Jesus is the
greatest gift this Christmas!

At the very least, all the members of your church could sign a large birthday
card and send it to Buckingham Palace in June! (Or even on 21st April,
which is her actual 90th birthday.)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Don’t work yourself to death this year

Thank you so much for prayerfully partnering with us in this work.

The saying goes that hard work never killed anyone. Well, it just might, after
all. A recent study suggests that constantly staying late at the office, sitting
for hours and hours on end, could have a deadly impact on your health. It is
thought that the stress of long hours can trigger biological changes in the
body which, over time, can lead to deadly disease. Here’s how the threat
seems to increase:
35 – 40 hours a week: no greater risk of stroke.
421- 48 hours a week: 10 percent increased risk.
49 – 54 hours a week: 27 percent increased risk.
55 + hours a week: 33 percent increased risk of stroke/ 13 percent increased
risk of heart disease.
The study was published in The Lancet journal.
The trouble with referees is that they just don’t care which side wins
12

DECEMBER UPDATE

God bless,
Jonny & Ben
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
IN NEED OF FUEL?
A reminder that a new informal way of expressing Christian
faith has its next meeting on 19th January at 7:30pm in
Knockin Assembly Rooms. The Speaker will be the Tim
Storey, Rector Central Telford Parish.
This is not a new church denomination, rather a group of
Christians who are celebrating their faith in God in an
informal and authentic fashion. Come and see for
yourselves.
Join us for coffee, cake, worship, prayer and a good speaker
TOP UP SPIRITUALLY AT A FILLING STATION NEAR YOU
A bicycle can't stand on its own because it is two tired
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH
TURKEY PARCELS
Are you always looking for new ideas to use the leftovers? This recipe used
chicken as a suggestion for picnic food, but it can just as easily be made with
turkey. The parcels can either be eaten cold in the fingers or served hot with
accompanying vegetables.
Serves 4
Oven 220°C (425°F) mark 7
15 g (½ oz) butter
1 small onion, skinned and chopped
2, medium carrots, diced
15 m (1 tbsp) plain wholemeal flour
5 ml (1 tsp) mild curry powder
300 ml (½ pt) chicken stock – if you have no fresh stock
then dissolve 1½ - 2 cubes in ½ pint of boiling water
5 ml (1 tsp) lemon juice
225 g (8 oz) boneless cooked turkey, chopped
salt and pepper
368 g (13 oz) packet frozen puff pastry, thawed
Beaten egg to glaze
Melt the butter in a large saucepan, add the onions and carrots, cover and
cook for 4-5 minutes, until the onion is transparent.
Stir in the flour and curry powder and cook, stirring, for 1 minute.
Remove from the heat and gradually stir in the stock. Bring to the boil,
stirring continuously, then simmer for 2-3 minutes, until thickened.
Reduce the heat, add the lemon juice and turkey and season to taste. Leave to
cool.
When the turkey mixture is cool, roll out the pastry on a lightly floured
surface to a 35.5 cm (14 inch) square. Using a sharp knife cut into 4 squares.
Place the pastry on dampened baking sheets, then spoon the turkey mixture
on to the pastry, leaving a border around the edges.
Brush the edge of each square lightly with water. Fold each square in half
and seal and crimp the edges to make a parcel.
Make 2 small slashes on the top of each parcel; then brush with the beaten
egg to glaze. Bake for 15-20 minutes or until the pastry is golden brown.
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FRIENDS OF WHITTINGTON CEMETERY
The Friends of Whittington Cemetery are a small
group of enthusiastic volunteers from the village, the
church congregation and the Parish Council who
maintain and look after the village cemetery in Daisy
Lane. It is a place of peace and quiet, surrounded by
stunning views and countryside, it is a perfect space to
contemplate life and remember those that have passed.
The working party in November was held the day after
the Paris terrorist attacks. The peaceful surroundings of the cemetery that
morning were the ideal place to reflect on the safe and beautiful
surroundings of the North Shropshire countryside in which we live.
The Friends have held two working parties this year in March and
November. Work undertaken has included removing shrubbery growing
within gravestones, clearing vegetation along the perimeter fences, trimming
the hedges and in November the unsightly hollow was filled in.
I would like to thank all of the volunteers who have given up their valuable
time to help at the working parties this year. I would particularly like to
thank Frank Davies for donating the cost of hiring the mini digger and
demonstrating his impressive driving skills in using the digger to relocate the
donation of soil we had, to fill in the hollow area. Although at the moment
the area looks a little raw, it is a massive improvement on the unsightly
eyesore it had become.
There is still a great deal of work to do! Nick Richards from David Davies &
Sons Funeral Directors has set and pegged out the layout for the new path in
the cemetery extension. Work will be undertaken in the Spring to lay a
porous paving system using £500 grant money that was obtained from the
Shropshire Community Trust. Work will also be carried out to extend the
concrete turning at the head of the path. It is also hoped that the iron railings
can be reinstated. Following the village volunteers day in October, members
of The Mens’ Shed have shown interest in carrying out remedial work on the
railings as they may be joined by a blacksmith in the Spring. There are also
plans to create a compost area at the far end of the cemetery for grass
cuttings etc.
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All of the plans above incur costs and our funds are limited. If any families,
relatives or companies wish to make a donation to the fund we would be
extremely grateful. Cheques should be made payable to “Whittington PCC
Cemetery” and sent to; Sally Leppanen, Three Chimneys, Station Road,
Whittington, Oswestry SY11 4BS. If anyone would like to join a working
party or get involved in any way, please contact Mike Brunt Tel: 01691
661874.
Sally Leppanen
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
As with gladness...
As with gladness men of old,
Watched their business plans unfold,
Their successors, to this day,
Know how to get folk to pay.
The results are what you see
In the sales of January.
Shoppers queue right out of sight –
Some have been out there all night!
When the doors are opened wide
A stampede to get inside.
One would think the goods are free
In the sales of January!
People fight like dog and cat
For a bit of half-price tat;
Max their credit cards, but feel
That they’ve got a splendid deal.
They enjoy their spending spree
In the sales of January!

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.

So the tills go ‘ring ting ting’,
As the cash comes rolling in,
Even with the goods half price,
Profit margins are still nice.
So shop bosses smile with glee
In the sales of January!
by Nigel Beeton
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January’s Quiz

29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

What would you measure on the cephalic index?
Which name links Gwent, Rhode Island, USA and the Isle of Wight?
When was VAT introduced in Britain?
In the Tour de France, who wears the polka dot jersey?
Which breakfast dish was originally a hangover cure?
Who played Max in the 2005 movie remake of “The Producers”?
Where would you find the Doge’s Palace?
What is the minimum number of points to win on a tennis tie-break?
What colour hair did Churchill have before he went bald?
What is the main range of hills in Gloucestershire?
Who wrote the novel “The Children of Men”?
What is the only English anagram of PIMENTOS?
What is studied by a heliologist?
In which century was Thomas à Becket born?
In Morse code what letter is represented by one dash?
Which golfer first won the US amateur title three years in a row?
Which London street is famous for men’s tailoring?
Which was the frequency of Radio Luxembourg?
Which famous chair was kidnapped by students from the Cranfield
Institute of Technology in 1978?
Which character did Bonnie Langford play in “Just William”?
What was Spain’s General Franco’s first name?
In the Chinese calendar which year follows the year of the dragon?
What is the RAF equivalent of the army rank of Major?
What was Jacques Cousteau’s research ship called?
Which city does the Halle orchestra come from?
How many different venues were selected for the 2006 World Cup in
Germany?
What is the Archbishop of Canterbury’s official residence?
Where in London did the statue Alison Lepper Pregnant appear in
2005?
In which decade of the 20th century was Jack Nicholson born?
What is the main flavour of aioli?
What term describes a black and white horse?
Which animal does ermine come from?
What name is given in law to a person who makes a will?
What colour were the shirts of Mussolini’s Italian Fascists?
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January at Whittington Castle
The Tearoom and Gift Shop and Second hand Bookshop are open throughout January and are open from
Thursday to Sunday from 10:00am until 4:00pm. The
Tearoom will be doing some winter warmer specials
during this time – so pop in to see.
The Castle still has dates available for Civil Wedding Ceremonies and also
Knight and Princess Parties. Please telephone 01601 662500 to find out
more.
Car Boot sales will start again in March.
Sue Ellis, Castle Manager - Telephone 01691 662500
E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk
Website www.whittingtoncastle.co.uk
Worship . Friendship . Learning . Worship . Friendship . Learning

COFFEE & ComPany
Come & Enjoy
a
Cup of Tea or Coffee
and a chat for an
hour or so
in

Whittington Church
Thursday 28th January
10:00am – 12:00 noon

All are very welcome
Entrance is free
Voluntary Donations to Church
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OLD GARDENER – JANUARY TIPS
Check Dahlia and Begonia tubers in storage and remove
any that are showing signs of rotting. Wash the outside
of the glass of your greenhouse and frames and ventilate
your greenhouse on sunny days. Replace, add or mend
stakes, training wires and trellis around the garden. g
Check and repair fencing and wooden structures. Protect hose pipes and taps
from freezing. Remove heavy snow from plants that may be damaged by
weight and keep putting out food and water for hungry birds.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
FEEDING GARDEN BIRDS
Helping garden birds can be as rewarding for you
as it is for them. By using bird tables and hanging
feeders, you can bring wild birds right up to your window!
What should you feed them? – Be careful! Grapes, sultanas, raisins and
some artificial sweeteners are toxic to dogs.
Suitable seeds and grains (like nyjer, millet, oats and sunflower seeds). Only
feed peanuts if they are unsalted, fresh and sold for human consumption or
by a reputable feed shop. To protect chicks from being fed whole nuts and
choking, provide peanuts in good quality mesh feeders. Also suitable are
cooked pasta or rice, boiled potatoes, cheese, uncooked and unsalted bacon
rind, raisins and sultanas. Net-free fat or suet balls attract a wide range of
species and provide a great boost of calories. Apples, pears and soft fruits are
popular and are a great autumn food; insects such as mealworms or
waxworms. Keep water bowls full of clean water and make sure bowls and
feeders are placed far away from bushes and other areas where predators
might hide.
Many garden birds die each year through the transmission of diseases. It is
important to clean all feeders weekly – water containers daily – and dry them
before refilling. Simple tasks like rotating feeding and drinking areas will
help reduce the transmission of disease.
Foods to avoid – White bread, salty or spicy food, loose whole peanuts,
desiccated coconut. Runny fats from cooking, vegetable oils and margarines
can clog feathers and cause birds to lose valuable insulation.
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What, oh what, is that person’s name?!
Do your New Year Resolutions include the forlorn hope
that hope that you will be better at remembering people’s
names in 2016. Many of us – and not only those of the
older generation – have difficulty remembering names.
It’s not just TV personalities and so on, but people we
meet in the street. We know exactly who they are, we
see them every week in church or the supermarket, we
know what job they do and which school their children
go to. But as for their name – it’s a blank.
Help is at hand, however. Not to solve the problem, but at least to name it.
‘Nominal asphasia’ is the clinical name for the inability to remember a name,
even when we can remember everything else about someone. It was a great
relief to me to find it had a name. Up till then I thought it was the first
symptom of dementia, or just plain stupidity. There is also the strange truth
that the cure for asphasia comes spontaneously, often in the middle of the
night, when that elusive identity pops unbidden into our memory. We must
be sure, of course, to put the light on and write it down, because it will be
gone again with the morning light.
Canon David Winter
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Children’s Page
Frankincense and Myrrh are both herbs known through
the story of the Three Wise Men or Magi who delivered
gold, frankincense and myrrh to the baby Jesus. Myrrh
was also used to anoint his body after the crucifixion.
In those ancient times myrrh had been used to sweeten
the smell of the cloths when embalming the bodies of
Egyptian Pharaohs, and frankincense had been used in
India to make incense for worship. They had been
16

traded throughout the Middle East for at least one
thousand five hundred years before Jesus was born.
Both frankincense and
shrubs, today the main
modern day Oman and
Peninsula and in Somalia

myrrh grow as small trees or
area where they are grown is in
Yemen in the southern Arabian
in northeast Africa.

The resin, or sap, is obtained by making a cut about two
inches long into the bark of the tree; the milky liquid
hardens on exposure to the air and forms droplets or
“tears” which are then easily detached by the collector
about two weeks later. New cuts are made at the same
place as old ones after removing the hardened resin from
the previous cut; if the interval is short then a light
scratch is usually enough to make the resin flow again.
The interval between the “tappings”, as they are known,
can vary according to local custom. For example in
Somalia there are usually two periods when tapping is
done, each lasting three-four months and each repeated
tapping is approximately fifteen days apart. These
seasons fall between the long and heavy rainy seasons.
The resin is stored for about twelve weeks to
and the only process undertaken after collection
sorting and grading of the resin globules. This is
done by the local merchant to whom it is sold
than the collector.
Anger is temporary insanity. C H Spurgeon

harden
is the
usually
rather
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