WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

PARISH SERVICES

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre
Secretary: Mrs Joyce Howard

Tel:656389

SUNDAY SERVICES:
8:00am Holy Communion on 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays
10:30am Holy Communion weekly
6:30pm Holy Communion according to the Book of
Common Prayer on 1st Sunday
6:30pm Evensong on the 3rd Sunday

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:

Chairman: Jonjo Evans
Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis

Tel:671300
Tel:662500

4:00pm Messy Church (Meets monthly as advertised)
(No Service in July or August)

BELL RINGING:

Details from Brian Rothera

Tel:657778

BROWNIES, GUIDES:

6:00-7:15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre
Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere
Tel:624390
BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen)
2 Heather Bank, Gobowen
Tel:658016
e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com

WEEKDAYS: 9:30am Holy Communion - Thursday
5:30pm Choir Practice
- Alternate Thursdays
RECTOR:
Reverend Sarah Burton
Tel:238658
Assoc. Minister: Reverend Richard Burton email:wwfchurch@gmail.com
The Rectory, Castle Street, Whittington SY11 4DF
Curate:

Reverend Jassica Castillo-Burley

Tel:611749

WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:

CHURCHWARDENS:

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions
Leaders: Dawn and Mandy
Meet in the Community Centre 9:00am – 3:00pm

Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington

Tel:670940

Mrs G Roberts, 4 Western Avenue, Whittington, SY11 4BP
e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com

Tel:662236

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington
Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington

Tel:656389
Tel:659562

ORGANIST: Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall

Tel:662116

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White
Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm. This will now be the
only stop in the village.

MAGAZINE:
Editor:
Miss A Ward, Manor Garden, 5 Boot Street,
Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com

Tel:672838

CHURCH WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk

Distribution:

Tel:659385

SCHOOL WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonschool.co.uk

WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL:

Tel:670127

SENIOR CITIZENS:

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning
All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall
Secretary: Mrs Gillian Roberts, 4 Western Avenue

Tel:662236

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE:
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Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road

Headteacher: Mr Carl Rogers
e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk

Tel:662269
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WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

“THE RIPPLE”
(Whittington Parish Church Magazine)
Vol 31 No 9

CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY:

January 2019
It’s January!

Mr Andy Cawthray - email: WhitCBC@gmail.com
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:

There are two things on our minds; all the over-eating we just did and then a
New Year Resolution to lose it all again! Only joking, but we’ll come to that
later. Have you ever made a New Year’s resolution? The word resolution
means a decision to do or not to do something, but it also has another
meaning; it means “the action of solving a problem”. All our resolutions,
New Year or otherwise, focus on an external solution to whatever we
perceive our particular problem to be. The trouble is that, the way we were
designed by God is that change (the solution to our issues) starts on the
inside of us, not on the outside.

Richard Beaman

In the book of Proverbs in the Bible it says (in chapter 23 verse 7) that as you
think in your heart, that’s how you are. What that means is that whatever
you think about on the inside of you, the picture you have of yourself, that’s
how you will be. Practically, that means that if you try and make a resolution
without changing that picture on the inside of you, it will only produce a
temporary change, because we will always go back to that blue-print that we
have on the inside of us.

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON
AND WEST FELTON:

What do I mean, well, I’ll use my friend as an example. She always
struggled to exercise. She often resolved to do this program or that program,
but always would end up giving up at some point. Until this year! She
moved house and decided to ‘see’ herself not as a woman who hated
exercise, but as a healthy person with healthy habits. She said she closed her
eyes and imagined herself getting up and running in the mornings. She
thought about doing different races; she saw herself as fit and able. Since the
spring she has run almost every week – 3 times per week for 5k. She didn’t
make any direct resolution or commitment to do that, but focussed on
changing the way she thought about herself and her actions followed.
The Bible speaks a lot about our hearts. The very core of who we are is
formed in that part of us. When people say things about us, it can settle in
our hearts and shape the picture that we have on the inside of us. Think
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Tel:657178
07581 710523

Tel:659166

CRICKET SECRETARY:

Trina Lewis – email: lewisbtkr@aol.com

Tel:774406
07968 844341

BOWLING SECRETARY:

Eileen Sinker

Tel:770212

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY:

Mrs Kath Griffiths

Tel:662116

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG
e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk
Tel:650488
WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL:

Amy Jones (Clerk to the Council)
Held the fourth Tuesday in the month
clerk@whittingtonpc.com
http://www.whittingtonpc.com

Tel: 829571

SHROPSHIRE YOUTH SERVICE:

Rural Mobile visits the village on Tuesday 6:15pm – 8:00pm
bus parks opposite the “Premier” Shop, Whittington.
Open to young people between the ages of 13 – 20 yrs.
Contact: Wendy Stockton, Shropshire Council Youth Worker.

Tel:654175

BAPTISM SECRETARY:

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk

Tel:681036

WEDDING: Please contact the Rector

Tel:238658
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palaces of the elite and connecting the three main site areas, the Pyramid of
the Sun, the Pyramid of the Moon, and the Citadel. The Pyramid of the Sun
is the third largest pyramid in the world, a huge red painted structure built
over a cave, and containing artefacts relating to sun worship. The smaller
Pyramid of the Moon is situated at one end of the Avenue, with an altar in
the plaza believed to have been used for religious dancing; the Citadel at the
other end of the Avenue is a large square complex that was the city rulers
home. Within its walls is Temple of Quetzalcoatl and some striking serpent
carvings. The Tepantitla Palace holds Teotihuacan’s most famous fresco, the
faded ‘Paradise of Tlaloc’.
For a more colonial flavour, visit the nearby town of Guanajuato, discovered
by the Spanish in 1558 for its silver deposits. The struggle for the country’s
independence from Spain’s wealthy silver barons by the Indian miners began
here. Due to the naturally hilly topography brightly painted houses perched
higgledy-piggledy on the slopes, and are reached by narrow crooked
alleyways of cobbled stone, hidden plazas, steep irregular stairways and
under-ground tunnels. The city has several churches and museums, and has
been declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The narrowest, and most
visited, alley is the Callejón del Beso (Alley of the Kiss) where the balconies
of the leaning houses on either side almost touch each other, a feature in the
local romantic legend about furtive lovers exchanging kisses. Every weekend
strolling musicians, or callejoneadas, in traditional dress, lead processions
through the narrow winding alleyways, strumming, singing and telling
stories to the crowds that follow.

about a child who is consistently told he is useless. He grows up with that
feeling and may behave accordingly, despite the fact that statement was
never factually true.
Now, we come back to what we really can think on to start this year.
Christmas is finished, but hopefully, we took time to make a more conscious
effort to think about the baby born to humble parents in a stable. Jesus.
Sometimes we get past December 25th and that’s all the attention we give to
Jesus until Easter. But, his coming changed something very significant. It
gave us the ability to change the very core of who we are. From this new
place, we can begin to see ourselves from His perspective. He took away the
things that hinder us from this change, and made a plan to give us an
opportunity for a fresh start, a clean slate, and a totally new image of who we
are.
This year, I encourage you, after the tinsel is down and the lights are packed
away, to tangle themselves up ready for next year, give a moment to think
about the things you’d like to see changed in your life. Instead of making
resolutions that deal with the external situations, why not consider that
Emmanuel, God with us, can come into your life and help your change from
the inside out, so that 2019 will be a totally different kind of year for you.
Jassica
Confirmation 2018 – Come and Learn about Christian Faith
There will be a confirmation service for Whittington and West Felton
in Whittington Church on Sunday 2nd June, with The Right Reverend
Dr Michael Ipgrave, Bishop of Lichfield.
Preparation will begin in March. There will be lunchtime sessions in
Whittington School, for any Year 6 pupils who would be interested in
this. There will also be evening groups for other young people and
adults. These groups are an opportunity to learn more about the
Christian faith in the company of others and you are welcome to join
them even if you are not sure about being confirmed.
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Please get in touch if you would be interested in joining one of these
groups.
Sarah, Richard and Jassica
3

DIARY
3

9:30am

Holy Communion

5

8:30am

Details of where the January Prayer Breakfast to
support the Schools Christian Project Worker will be
held are available from Lynn Carroll on 01691 –
659385; please call by Wednesday 2nd January

6

EPIPHANY SUNDAY
10:30am
6:30pm

8

10

13

4

Parish Communion
Holy Communion according to the Book of Common
Prayer
Whittington Church of England School reopens for
the Spring Term

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

09:30am

Holy Communion

7:00pm

Whittington WI meets in the Community Centre;
Speaker: Lorraine Jones Topic: The British Legion

SECOND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY
8:00am
10:30am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion

4:00-6:00pm

Bowling, Food and Fun for 10½ (Year 6) to 18 years
old with Matt Barkley (Oswestry Rural Youth
Minister); further details on page 9

It is better to wear out than to rust out – R Cumberland

The Zona Rosa (Pink Zone) is a compact, dense knot of streets crammed
with bars, shops, restaurants and hotels and is the main dining, nightlife and
shopping area; the streets are all named for famous cities such as Londres
and Hamburgo. Whereas the district was once a hub for youth and the upper
classes, it is now also frequented by the city’s gay community and tourists.
The symbol of Mexico City, a gilded statue of Winged Victory which is the
Independence Monument, looms above the district is one of the city’s most
photographic features. Although there is plenty of accommodation available
in the area, be aware that it can be noisy at night and is best suited to those
who will be enjoying the revelry and making the noise. Visitors should
watch out for pickpockets and opportunistic street crimes, as thieves do
target the area; do not walk alone at night or publicly display wealth.
The city’s largest park is the Bosque de Chapultepec, which covers over
1,695 acres and is the green lung of the city, pumping the city full of fresh,
clean air. It is home to museums, boating lakes, monuments, a zoo and in its
centre, standing on a hill, is Chapultepec Castle, with its stained glass
windows, red brick turrets and containing the National History Museum.
Near the city is Templo Mayor (Great
Temple), the principal temple of the Aztecs,
which they believed marked the centre of
the universe. It was in 1978, when an 8 ton
stone-disc carving of an Aztec goddess
was uncovered by electricity workers, that
the decision was taken to demolish the
colonial buildings and excavate the site. At the centre is a platform on which
stands a sacrificial stone in front of the shrine to the tribal god,
Huizilopochtli. Within the site is an excellent museum displaying artefacts
from the original site and providing an overview of Aztec civilization. The
most important display is the first artefact to be discovered the great wheellike stone carving of the Aztec goddess of the moon, Coyilxauhqui.
31miles from the city is the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Teotihuacan,
dating from around 300-600 BC. It is believed that after thriving for about
2,000 years, a great fire caused the city to be abandoned and when the
Aztecs arrived they found an abandoned city. Seeing signs of its previous
magnificence they named it what it is today, Teotihuacan, ‘place of the
gods’. Central is the Avenue of the Dead, a 1.3 mile stretch lined with the
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TRAVELLER’S TALES

14

LAST DAY for magazine material for the February edition of the
“Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, Manor Garden,
5 Boot Street, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com

15

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

17

9:30am

Holy Communion

18

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Begins

20

THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY

MEXICO CITY
Frenzied, colourful, and one of the world’s biggest cities, Mexico City is
reputed to have more museums than any other city in the world, craft
markets, a wild and varied nightlife and inexpensive restaurants; the downside is some may find the pollution a bit overwhelming. The climate is
generally mild year round; the best time to visit is during Spring, April and
May. Winter can be cold and the smog is at its worst; the rainy season runs
from May to October.
The enormous paved Plaza de la Constitucion, or Zócalo, is the second
largest city square in the world and always full of vendors, buskers and
informal traditional Aztec dance performances. It is also the main site for
demonstrations, government rallies and protest marches (which tourists are
advised to avoid). Every evening the presidential guards, in a show of great
ceremony, lower the national flag from the central flagpole. It is dominated
on one side by the Presidential Palace, a magnificent colonial building that
was built on the site of the former Aztec Palace; its remarkable interior
murals narrate Mexico’s history. On an adjacent side of the square is the
Metropolitan Cathedral, displaying a wealth of architectural styles; its chief
treasures are the King’s Chapel and a gilded altar. It is one of the buildings
subsiding into the soft ground on which the city is built and builders are
continuously at work to prevent its uneven descent.
The most picturesque part of the city can be seen by walking the cobbled
streets of San Angel where ancient mansions and colonial houses provide
wonderful photographic opportunities. The Plaza San Jacinto is famed for its
Saturday craft market where art and handicrafts are sold; the area is full of
the city’s best, but expensive, restaurants and cafes. The Studio Museum of
Mexico, boasts exhibits by famous Mexican artists Diego Rivera and Frida
Kahlo and the El Carmen complex is one of the prime attractions of the area,
consisting of a lovely triple-domed church (1626), a former monastery
(1613), school buildings, and a museum. The museum exhibits a collection
of colonial era art, and a crypt area dedicated to mummies which attracts
many curious tourists. San Angel is surrounded by a volcanic rock bed called
the Pedregal, formed in a long-ago volcanic eruption; parts of this unusual
landscape has been declared a protected area and is where visitors can see
the endemic flora and fauna.
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22

10:30am
4:00pm
6:30pm

Parish Communion
Messy Church
Evensong

12:00 noon

Whittington Senior Citizens’ Monthly Lunch at the
White Lion; further details on page 12

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

24

9:30am
Holy Communion
10:00am-12:00noon Coffee Morning in church; further details page 10

26

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Ends

27

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY
8:00am
10:30am
4:30pm

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Plough Sunday with the Blessing of the Plough
Preacher: The Reverend Harvey Gibbons, Vicar
of St Oswald’s Church, Oswestry; further details on
page 11
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2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

31

9:30am

Holy Communion

The biggest room in the world is the room for improvement. – Anon

5

Extracts from the Parish Registers
for the month of November 2018
HOLY BAPTISM
“We welcome you into the Lord’s Family”
th

18 November 2018

Freddie Lawton Lloyd
and Millie Eleanor Lloyd (Twins)
of Rosehill Close

REQUIESCAT IN PACE
“May the Souls of the Faithful Departed Rest in Peace”
13th November 2018

Bernice Veronica Sadler
aged 84 of Castlefields

22nd November 2018

Muriel Barbara Tompson
aged 88 of Yew Tree Avenue

Communicants for the month……...…129
Attendance for the month……….........275
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
“SAVE THE DATE”
FRIDAY 1st MARCH 2019
AFTERNOON TEA IN
THE SENIOR CITIZENS’ HALL
AT 3:00pm
IN AID OF THE CHURCH
RESTORATION FUND
FURTHER DETAILS TO FOLLOW
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Sermon – A boy was watching his father, a minister, write a sermon and
asked how he knew what to say. ‘Why, God tells me,’ replied his father
contentedly. ‘Oh, then why do you keep crossing things out?’
6

l. Reference: 18/04703/FUL (validated: 22/10/2018) Proposal: Residential
Development to The South of Hindford, Whittington Proposal: Erection of
two dwellings, associated garaging, alterations to the private access road and
associated works
ll. Reference: 18/05091/FUL (validated: 05/11/2018) 19 Fitzgwarine Drive
Proposal: Erection of two storey side extension and porch to front
Youth Consultation and Engagement: Two organisations who are
involved in providing facilities for children and teenagers attended the
meeting. The Council was interested in what was available and what could
be introduced for children and teenagers in the village. The New Saints FC
Foundation Oswestry and The MYFAM organisation from Youth clubs in
Telford both made a presentation on what they provided in their respective
areas. The Council thought it was a very positive meeting and thanked them
both for the information they had imparted. The result would be discussed at
another time by the Council who would explore what could be done for the
children and teenagers of the village and the idea of what a Youth Councillor
could do.
The Christmas 2018 Carol Service at Ye Olde Boot Inn: The Council
would provide £100.00 to the Boote Inn towards expenses of the event.
Christmas Lighting: The Council would provide up to £250.00 to the
Whittington Castle Preservation Trust towards additional Christmas lighting
during the festive period.
Date and time of the January meeting: The next Parish Council Meeting
will be at 7:30pm on Tuesday 22nd January 2019 in the Castle Tea Room.
Paul Thompson-Lawrence
(This article is a brief outline of the main discussion points for the
Whittington Parish Council meeting and does not represent a formal record.
For an official copy of the minutes please contact the Parish Clerk or look on
the Parish Website - http://www.whittingtonpc.com
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
New Year Resolution – I always make the same resolution and I have never
once broken it: every year I resolve to give something up for Lent and then
when Lent comes, I give up my New Year’s resolution.
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Unlisted (1). Some members of the public voiced concerns about residents’
safety in Babbinswood at night, due to the limited provision of street
lighting. There is a light in the tree, but more lighting is needed to make the
area safe by the bus stop, along with a camera to capture what is happening.
Footway Lighting: The lighting upgrade at Park Hall is still not finished as
some of the lamps are, either, not working, missing the lamp assembly or
awaiting the installation of the new steel lamp posts. Hopefully there will be
more progress to report after the December meeting.
Whittington Cemetery: The area was looking pretty tidy but the new
footpath is overgrown and needs spraying to kill the growth. It was
mentioned that the gates may be replaced and the entrance widened to allow
better access.
Garden of Remembrance: Councillor Lucy Beaumont and her husband had
moved all the rubbish in the area. An idea was put forward that it might be
possible to enlist the help of the people at Derwen College.
Whittington Play Area: The Clerk spoke to Mr Brewer about the work that
needed doing; this will cost £380.00. Some of the posts around the area need
stabilising and inserting extra posts would be a way of supporting the
boundary fence. There are also some posts that need replacing.
Councillor Steve Charmley: There has been an increase in the speed of
some vehicles going through the village. Councillor Charmley advised that
speed activated LED signs could be sited on the way into the village and will
cost between £2,500 - £3,200.
PLANNING:
a)
To note any planning decisions:
l. Reference: 17/05555/COU (validated: 05/12/2017) Caravan Storage Land
North of The Elms, Park Green Close Proposal: Change of use from
agricultural land to storage of 34 touring caravans and motor homes
Decision: Grant Permission
ll. Reference: 18/04522/FUL (validated: 02/10/2018) 6 Peveral Drive,
Proposal: Erection of single storey side extension Decision: Grant
Permission
b)
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To consider any planning applications received

THANK YOU
On Saturday 24th November a Coffee and Cake event was held at our home
to raise funds for PSP (Progressive Supranuclear Palsy), which is the illness
that Barbara is suffering from.
£747 was raised, which has now been forwarded to the PSP Association.
Very many thanks to everyone who helped and who so generously gave
money, which far exceeded our expectations.
Mike Phipps
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Twenty eight shoe boxes, part of two thousand sent from Shropshire, and
bound for Moldova came from across the parish of Whittington this year.
Many thanks go to those who made up the boxes, and to those who made
items and gave sweets & toys to add to other boxes. They will be greatly
appreciated by the recipients.
Kath Griffiths

Another new year! – and at “The Ripple” we hope you all had a wonderful
Christmas with family and friends. Our thanks go out to all those who
support the magazine by writing regular articles, or suggesting ideas for
content; to those who assist in the editing; to the band of volunteers who
distribute it in all types of weather year-round and finally to our advertisers,
without whom we would not survive.
Once again, as we begin a new year, there have been some changes to our
advertising content, please do take a look – new contact names – new email
addresses – new adverts and new advertisers who have come onboard.
Please, please do tell them, when you use their services, where you saw the
advert – it helps in recruiting their support year on year. Thank you all.
EAW 7

Pioneer Youth Minister, who is he?
Hopefully you are all aware of Oswestry Rural
Youth Church (ORYC) and the journey that Rev
Sarah Burton and the team have been on over
the past three years turning a conversation between two vicars into a feasible
idea, and then into a project that is able to employ someone to bring the
vision to life. Sunday 2nd September 2018 was an exciting day not only for
ORYC but also for myself as I was inducted as the new Pioneer Youth
Minister (PYM) for ORYC. But who is this Pioneer Youth Minister? I hear
you ask. So let me introduce myself.
I’m Matthew Barkley but known mainly by Matt, I am 28 and originally
from Rhuddlan just off the North Wales coast near Rhyl. I say originally
from Rhuddlan as I have spent time at several locations across England and
Wales, including two years at Harper Adams studying Agricultural
Engineering, before realising that I was being called by God into a very
different career. To kick-start my youth work career I spent a gap year at The
Oakes Holiday Centre, Sheffield. The Oakes is a Christian holiday centre for
8-18year olds and aims not only to provide them with a great time, but also
to share the gospel with them. I then went to study Youth Work and Practical
Theology at Oasis College London, during which I had a fulltime placement
at an Anglican church in Isleworth, Middlesex. Unfortunately, due to
funding at my placement church I was forced to switch my studies to the
Bristol campus of Centre for Youth Ministry (CYM), again with a fulltime
placement, this time at a United Reformed Church (URC) in Manselton,
Swansea. I finally graduated in 2014 with a degree in Youth Work and
Practical Theology and moved to Woking, Surrey to begin my career as a
fulltime youth worker at Woking URC. After four years in Woking I felt
God calling me to a new location and challenge. So after a lot of prayer and
conversations with friends and family, I moved to Oswestry to join the
ORYC team as the new PYM.
I have not made this move alone. My wife Stephanie, known mainly as
Steph, has given up her career as a primary school teacher in Reading to
enable us to make the move to Oswestry. Although she intends to go back
into teaching, she is currently focusing on spending time with our son Theo
(born June 2017) and helping him settle into a new location. As a family we
love to spend time together whether it is curled up watching a film or outside
8

Whittington Parish Council News,
Meeting held on 20th November 2018
There were eight Parish Councillors, the Clerk, two people from local
organisations and ten members of the public at the meeting.
Your Local Police Officer and Community Support Officers Contact
Numbers: Local Police Officer: - PC 3718 Kate Le’Clere – 07870219518
Police Community Support Officers: - PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes – O78702
19190; and PCSO 40279 Pete Roberts – O7870219019
About your Team: Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and
partners to identify, tackle and solve issues that matter to the community
where you live. Making neighbourhoods safer by cutting day to day crime
and anti-social behaviour is at the heart of keeping people in West Mercia
safe. Thanks to an investment in mobile tablet style computers, these will
enable officers to spend more time on patrol on the street and in
neighbourhoods. Officers will continue to come to people when they need
them and provide a high quality service however you contact us - in person
(on the street, at community bases and at partners and communities together
[PACT] meetings), on the phone or online.
Get in touch - 101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime
 oswestryrn.snt @westmercia.pnn.police.uk
 www.westmercia.police.uk
/
@Oscops - Only call 999 in an emergency, when a crime is in
progress or life is in danger.
In the event of a Police emergency call 999 for urgent attention; or ring 101
for non-emergency calls. The Police mobile numbers above will only be
answered if the Officer is on duty. If your call is not answered please leave
your name, number and a brief message. The Officer will respond at their
earliest convenience when they are next on duty.
No police officer was able to attend the meeting; the crime figures for
October were as follows: there had been forty three incidents reported,
including twelve actual crimes:- Assaults (3), Business Burglary (1), Theft
Other (1), Criminal Damage (5), Motor Vehicle Interference (1) and Other
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH

enjoying some fresh air, so Oswestry with all its amazing places to explore is
perfect for us.

After all the rich foods of Christmas and New Year celebrations, here is
something a bit simpler; a cheese and ham toastie.

I have now been in post for just four months and have spent that time settling
into the role and making relationships with many people in the deanery. As
Youth Minister my biggest aim is to create a church community for the
young people in the Oswestry Deanery to grow and develop as Christians but
also to reduce the feeling of isolation within the young Christians in our
deanery. I believe that for me to be successful in this I need to not only listen
to God but also to the young people themselves. To be able to do this I plan
to start by speaking to the young people that are already connected to our
churches, whether that is through a Sunday morning or Messy church or
another connection. I hope that through this method of relationship building
we will produce a core group of young people that ORYC will build upon.
If you would like to know more about ORYC and its aims or would like to
know how you can support us in our work (through prayer, financially, or
volunteering) please do not hesitate to get in touch through either email:
minister@oryc.org.uk or mobile: 07762148085. You may also be interested
in our website at www.oryc.org.uk
Matt Barkley – ORYC PYM

CROQUE MONSIEUR
Serves 4

8 thick slices white bread
100g (3½ oz) Cheddar cheese, grated
4 thick slices ham
100g (3½ oz) butter
Sea salt and black pepper

For the béchamel sauce
25g (1oz) butter
25g (1oz) plain flour
300ml (10 fl oz) milk
For the béchamel sauce, melt the butter in a small saucepan over a low heat.
Stir in the flour using a wooden spoon, then cook gently for 1 minutes, still
stirring.
Remove the pan from the heat and gradually whisk in the milk until smooth.
Return the pan to the heat and continue to cook, stirring constantly with the
wooden spoon, until the sauce thickens.
Season with salt and pepper, then remove from the heat and leave until cold.
To make the sandwiches, spread a layer of the béchamel sauce on one side of
four slices of the bread, then top each one with cheese, ham and another slice
of bread.
Melt the butter in a large, non-stick frying pan until foaming and fry the
sandwiches, two at a time, 2-3 minutes each side.
Serve with a sprinkle of sea salt.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Can’t scare me – My wife and I were watching the gorillas at
the zoo when several of them charged at the enclosure fence,
yelling terribly, rolling their eyes around, and clenching their
fists. They looked quite terrifying. The crowd scattered except
for one frail, elderly man, who did not bat an eye. Later, my
wife asked him how he had kept his composure. ‘Oh, easy,’ he
said cheerfully. ‘You see, I used to run the youth group at my church.’
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BOWLING, FOOD AND FUN
SUNDAY 13th JANUARY 2019
AT
THE VENUE, PARK HALL
4:00 – 6:00pm
10½ (Year 6) – 18 years old
Cost £3 per person (plus money
for drinks)- Food Included
With MATT from the
Oswestry Rural Youth Church
To book and for more information contact:
MATT – 07762148085
Email: minister@oryc.co.uk

9

The Children’s Society
Time to open the boxes! Kindly bring your boxes to
church before Sunday 13th January 2019, or ring
me to make alternative arrangements if necessary
please. We can then get the boxes opened, and the
contents to the Society’s Head Office quickly. Once
again thank you for your support in helping the
young people in the Children’s Society care.
Mike Phipps - 01691 670940
Parish Secretary to the Children’s Society
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Coffee & Company
Come and Enjoy
a
Cup of Coffee or Tea
and a chat
in
Whittington Church - Thursday 24th January
10:00am – 12:00noon

All are very welcome - Entrance is free
Voluntary Donations to the Church
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Let Sleeping Dogs Lie – An old, tired-looking dog
dog wandered into my house. Slowly he walked
into the sitting room and fell asleep on the rug for
an hour. The next day he was back for another;
this daily visit and snooze continued for several
weeks. Curious, I finally pinned a note to his
collar: ‘Are you are aware that your sweet dog comes to my house each day
for a nap?” The next day he arrived with a different note pinned to his collar:
“He lives in a home with six children – he’s trying to catch up on his sleep.
Can I come with him tomorrow?”
10

At a Sunday morning service recently Ian Orton read a poem, and it is
reproduced here at the request of several of those present.

Covenant
God knocks at my door seeking a home for his son.
Rent is cheap, I say.
I don’t want to rent. I want to buy, says God.
I’m not sure I want to sell,
but you might come in to look around.
I think I will, says God
I might let you have a room or two.
I like it, says God. I’ll take the two.
You might decide to give me more someday.
I can wait, says God
I’d like to give you more,
but it’s a bit difficult. I need some space for me.
I know, says God, but I’ll wait. I like what I see.
Hm, maybe I can let you have another room.
I really don’t need it that much.
Thanks, says God, I’ll take it. I like what I see.
I’d like to give you the whole house but I’m not sure
Think on it, says God. I wouldn’t put you out.
Your house would be mine and my son would live in it.
You’d have more space than you’d ever had before.
I don’t understand at all.
I know, says God, but I can’t tell you about that.
You’ll have to discover it for yourself.
That can only happen if you let me have the whole house.
A bit risky, I say.
Yes, says God, but try me.
I’m not sure—
I’ll let you know.
I can wait, says God. I like what I see.
Margaret Halaska
https://melousa.wordpress.com/2011/07/22/7938341604/
Peace is not packaged in pills – Vance Havner
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December’s Quiz Answers
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

Flying
Florence Nightingale
Germany
Dr Doolittle
Tony Blair
HMV – His Master’s Voice
Carbon
Popeye
Red and white
November
Martin Bashir
Arnold Layne
Poker
Geometry
Simple Minds
Thirteen
Five
Limbo
Eight
Grimm
Heidi
Temple
Heifer
Natalie
Godiva
Midas
Domesday
Paris
Eye
Briers
The Good

The Moving Finger writes; and,
having writ, moves on. And so I
stare and wonder – where does
the ink come from?
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The Beatles’ last concert

PLOUGH SUNDAY SUPPER

50 years ago, on 30th January 1969,
the Beatles gave their last public
performance – on the roof of Apple
Studios in London.
It was their first truly live show
since their final tour ended on 29th
August 1966, at Candlestick Park in
San Francisco. They had become
less popular in the US after John
Lennon’s controversial remark in an
interview that ‘we’re more popular
than Jesus now’.
In the rooftop concert, which lasted
about 45 minutes, Get Back was the
final song, and in the recorded
version Lennon can be heard saying:
‘I’d like to say thank you … I hope
we passed the audition.’ It was cold
and windy, with a threat of rain.
Lennon borrowed Yoko Ono’s fur
coat, and Ringo wore his wife
Maureen’s red raincoat. The group
also varied their classic stage
placements: Lennon took the middle
spot, with Harrison to his left.
Keyboard player Billy Preston
guested.
The police are widely criticised for
breaking up the session, but in fact
were nearby and could have shut it
down after the first song; instead
they gave the band ten minutes’
warning that they were about to
intervene after complaints from
neighbouring businesses. They
formally broke up in April 1970.

SUNDAY 27th JANUARY 2019
6:00pm

THE RUGBY CLUB, PARK HALL
ADULTS £12.50, CHILDREN £5 (under 16)
TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM
MARK JONES – 07967387199
mark@greenlands.co.uk
Food kindly provided by Steve Jones, Jamie Ward and Alex
Woollam, along with homemade desserts

GIFT AID - ESPECIALLY ON RENOVATION
DONATIONS
Gift Aid is always important, if you give us a pound (£) and pay tax we can
claim back 25p from the Government. All you have to do is fill in a gift aid
form - we DO NOT need to know anything about your money or financial
circumstances. If you wish to do it anonymously, fair enough, but there is
only one person who needs to know about anything you give us so why not
let us have the benefit of Gift Aid and bring the goal nearer.
Just contact me, Marion Lycett, on 662296 or Willow House, Station Road
SY11 4BS; I am the Gift Aid Treasurer, and let me deal with it. I repeat it
need only be between you and me. I can arrange for the gift to be banked
anonymously for the church. Remember a £10 gift will magically be £12.50
and £100 goes up to £125. Thank you all for your generosity. Please note
this does not just apply to the renovation fund.

££££££££££££
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WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers

On November 30th we held a Mince Pie and Coffee Morning which raised
£200 for our club funds. On the subject of coffee mornings, the Thursday
coffee mornings will restart on Thursday 10th January – weather
permitting.
Our Christmas Lunch on Wednesday 5th December was once again held at
Oswestry Golf Club. Forty four members sat down to a lovely festive menu.
Thank you to our curate, Jassica, who started the meal with grace and to Rev
David North who proposed a vote of thanks to the committee for organising
and arranging the occasion, and also the other events that had taken place in
2018. We would all like to thank Mike Owen, who provided us with
transport and to Andy his driver for putting up with some happy re-cycled
teenagers.
On Tuesday 11th December we had our Christmas Tea in the hall and some
very entertaining music was provided by Roy Golden from Park Hall. The
last Thursday morning coffee session was held on the 13th December and
thanks go to committee members for their staunch work throughout 2018.
The monthly lunch at The White Lion is held on the fourth Tuesday of each
month and the first lunch of 2019 will be on Tuesday 22nd January. Please
let Val Hayward know if you wish to join us for the two-course roast lunch
at a cost of £7.50 – Val’s number is 662434.
Exercise sessions are now held each Wednesday afternoon between 1:302:30pm in the hall. The cost is £4 for the hour and consists of gentle
exercises which can either be done standing up or sitting down – why not
give them a go when they restart on the 9th January in the New Year?
At present there are no other planned events taking place in January.
Sadly, at the end of November, Barbara Tompson, a regular supporter of the
12

The Annual General Meeting was
held on Thursday 29th November in
the Senior Citizens’ Hall because the
Clubhouse is still being refurbished.
The meeting was well attended by
members and reports were given. The
Chairman, Julian Turner, thanked the
members for a successful playing season and for coping with the inconvenience of using the porta-cabins.
On the playing side the teams in the Oswestry league finished as follows –
Div. 1 – A Team 3rd ; Div. 3 – B Team 3rd; Div. 4 – E Team relegated, Div. 5
– C Team mid table; Div.6 – D Team – 2nd – promoted. Veteran’s league –
both teams finished mid team in their respected divisions. Wem League –
both teams finished mid table in their respected divisions. Shrewsbury league
– the team managed a very creditable mid table position in a competitive
league for the second consecutive year.
The Treasurer, Graham Humphreys, presented the meeting with the audited
accounts which showed a working profit, which was very commendable
considering the difficulties of the season. Graham thanked all those members
who organised the successful car boot sales and hoped that these will
continue next year.
The Club Officers were voted en-bloc with the exception of Bowling
Secretary Eileen Sinker, who wasn’t standing for re election. The Chairman
thanked Eileen for all her hard work during her tenure, and Lorraine Turner
was elected by the meeting to replace her. A special vote of thanks was given
for the tireless work undertaken by Mel Morris, with the support of Meryn
Davies, to ensure that the bowling green, and the surrounding areas, are kept
in pristine condition for all the games during the season.
The Chairman closed the meeting with the news that the Clubhouse will be
open again in the New Year following the major refurbishment caused by
flood damage in 2018, and will be available for function hire in 2019. New
playing and associate members are always welcome at the club, and if anyone requires further information please contact the Chairman, Julian Turner
– mob no. 07971679866.
Mike Brunt
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Life on board became more varied as we crossed the Southern Atlantic
towards Brazil. One evening the deck lights went out so I went to the stern
rail and spent a long time fascinated by the stunning beauty of the ship’s
wake, teeming with phosphorescent lights from the marine life. The large
ballroom on board, the full width of the ship, was regularly in use, and as a
keen dancer I was delighted that it was the duty of Junior Officers to partner
single lady passengers (no Dance Hosts here). I had 3 regular partners and
learned to do the Samba and the Cha Cha Cha. The more familiar quickstep
took on a new dimension if the ship went into a long roll, and we would take
a most impressive sweep across the floor.
All too soon we reached Salvador Bahia – hot and sticky. I would sit quietly
on deck as we sailed along the coast to Rio; sleep was elusive so I swam
frequently, especially at night. We sailed into Rio at dawn; it was very
beautiful and bathed in glorious colours. On one of the mountain tops Christ
the Redeemer caught the early rays of the sun, visible from far out at sea.
The huge bay and the mountains gained true perspective as we approached
the waterfront; seeing the latter as a towering backdrop to the skyscrapers
now dwarfed to match-sticks. Some of us walked around the bay and through
a cleft by Sugarloaf Mountain; there,
at each side, clinging to the mountain
sides were hundreds of tumbledown
shacks. Through the cleft we came to
luxurious hotels and residences overlooking Copacabana Beach; what a
contrast! Our departure that night
provided another spectacular view; the
last thing we saw was the floodlit Christ
the Redeemer.
Further along the coast was Santos – still hot, sticky and tropical. It was a
quiet ship for the last leg to Montevideo where I disembarked. The voyage
was a wonderful experience before the days of holidays abroad and cruises
for the many, (Oswestry’s first travel agency opened around 1963/4). It
came when food shortages were just ending; luxuries in England were few;
sadly I was not the ideal age to enjoy the experiences. I revelled in the luxury
of that journey – passage paid, half salary, unlimited fruit, thick fluffy
towels, dances, interesting people and places. I loved it all! And more to
come.
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Pat Andreasen – Meadowbrook Resident

club, passed away; Barbara was a lovely lady and will be missed by her
many friends.
On behalf of the Club Committee Members I wish all readers a very happy
and healthy 2019; I cannot believe how fast 2018 has gone.
Committee Members: President: Val Hayward; Vice President: Veronica
Hargraves; Secretary: Gill Roberts; Treasurer: Marion Lycett; Committee
Members: Frances Savage, Sue Dyke, Glenys Shuker, Mary Tomkins
Gill Roberts – 01691 662236
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
JANUARY at Whittington Castle
The Castle Tearoom and shop are now open Wednesday
– Sunday year-round between 10:00am – 4:00pm. We
do open outside these hours for school visits and
functions; please call 01691 662500 for information.
Dates confirmed for 2019:
19th April (Good Friday)
21st/22nd April
26th/27th/28th April
4th/5th May
26th May (evening)
27th/28th July

Plant Hunters Fair
Easter Egg Trail
Napoleonic Living History Weekend
War of the Roses Living History Weekend
Outdoor Shakespeare “Much Ado About
Nothing” with the Festival Players
Multi-Period Living History Weekend

There have been enquiries about the swans and their cygnets; there were two
swans here in mid December but we were unable to get close enough to
know if they were the swans Bea and Ben (Beatrice and Benedict), or the
cygnets; they are not far away. I can confirm that we have not had either pair
removed; they have simply just disappeared of their own volition and
hopefully will be back in the spring.
We are planning some new events for 2019 and details will be available
shortly.
Sue Ellis, Castle Manager – Telephone 01691 662500
E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk
Website: ww.whittingtoncastle.co.uk
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THE MAKING OF CHEESE
Humans discovered the principle of cheese making in
the Middle East 8,000 to 10,000 years ago with the
domestication of milk producing animals. It is believed
that milk, transported in containers made from the dried
stomachs of young goats or sheep, would have curdled
because of the heat of the sun and the natural rennet in
the stomach. Rennet is a natural enzyme found in the
stomach of ruminant animals and it would cause the milk to coagulate,
separating into curds and whey(moisture).
The art of cheese-making is referred to in ancient Greek mythology and
evidence has also been found on Egyptian tomb murals dating back over
4,000 years.
We do know that by the time of the Roman Empire, the practice had become
widespread, and a highly valued process throughout Europe and the Middle
East. By the time of Julius Caesar, literally hundreds of varieties were being
produced and traded across the Empire and beyond. Curd moulds whose
origin goes back 5,000 years were discovered in Switzerland close to
Neufchâtel. Through their conquests, the Romans contributed to spreading
the cheese-making process in both Europe and Britain.
Many of today’s popular cheeses, such as Cheddar, Swiss, Parmesan and
Gouda are relatively new, appearing in the last 5,000 years. The art of
cheese-making was completely unknown in many parts of the world until it
was introduced by European immigrants and is still not part of the staple diet
of most Asian countries; though there is evidence of a cheese called
“rushan” being produced in China in
the Ming Dynasty (1368 – 1644).
Tibetans and Mongolians may have had
a role in developing cheese in this area
as their cheese-making history goes back
much further.
At home the Celts (600BC – 50AD) simply let milk go sour; this would have
happened quickly as there was no refrigeration or efficient cleaning. The
“souring” curdled the milk, so that it could be drained through cloth leaving
14

years before we met again.
R.M.S. Andes bore no resemblance
to the “floating towns” of modern
cruise ships. She had 5 decks, 3
swimming pools (1for the crew) and
steamed at a steady 16 knots. It was
before travel programmes on T.V.
and cruising holidays; luxury liners were the prerogative of the wealthy. It
was 1956 and Britain had just left rationing behind; I now left ‘Austerity
Britain’ behind. No responsibilities, I had my first taste of the leisured luxury
that we now take for granted.
My Cabin Steward woke me with a glass of fresh orange juice at the time of
my choice; he kept the cabin immaculate and replenished the fruit bowl –
fruit – after the war years! The Bath Steward ran my bath – salt or fresh
water; large fluffy towels – I only remembered utilitarian ones. I now had
menus at Breakfast, Luncheon and Dinner printed in Portuguese, English and
Spanish. A ballet enthusiast, I was delighted to see stars from ballet featured
on the covers at Dinner; Luncheon covers displayed views of cities en-route.
At first I was very conservative in my food choices but became more
adventurous as the voyage progressed.
The first stop was Vigo, in northwest Spain, and I took a coach excursion.
There were women dressed in black kneeling on the banks of a stream,
washing their clothes on the rocks; others were carrying loads on their heads,
one even carried a sewing machine! The men were sitting around – watching
the women at work. At Dinner that evening I met 2 new passengers,
Henrietta, who was returning home to Sao Paulo after a year painting in
Spain; and Hans, a Swiss, travelling to Rio to set up a new factory for Nestlé.
Stops in Lisbon and Las Palmas followed.
The weather became much hotter and deck stewards no longer brought us
beef tea for elevenses, instead we were offered ice-cream. All the crew were
now dressed in whites and shorts instead of navy uniforms. I spent the days
playing many different deck games including table tennis, and film shows
were now on deck some evenings as well. I gradually became acquainted
with more of the other passengers and met some most interesting people; it
was all very new to me.
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4:00pm Sunday 20 January, Whittington Church

Messy Church
‘Shine Like a Light’

behind a fresh cheese – cottage cheese, for example, and Scotland’s Caboc
and Crowdie (all now produced in this style in a much more controlled
manner!) Our hard, firm cheeses are a Roman legacy which they brought
with them along with tried-and-tested techniques; including the use of rennet
which they had learnt from the Egyptians. Subsequent invaders and settlers
such as the Vikings, Saxons and the French, with their monastic traditions,
brought their own customs, traditions and cheese-making techniques.

We begin with crafts and activities at 4:00pm
At 4:30pm we gather for a short act of worship
with songs and a story.
We end with sandwiches, cakes and drinks
for all to share.

Everyone welcome
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
“IN ANOTHER LIFE” - Leaving the Pennines –Part 1
I had a wonderful childhood; sun, wind and snow; flowers; skylarks and
pewits; kind and patient people; fun, freedom and adventure; time and joy in
a wonderful world. When I left the Pennines that childhood came with me.
The advice I receive in college, whilst training as a teacher was – stay 3-5
years in your first job, and my life in that first job was happy and fulfilling.
After 5 years the challenge came swiftly – an advert for three teachers to
establish a system of education at newly-built Darwin Boarding School in
the Falklands. I applied – successfully. Crown Agents booked my passage
on R.M.S. Andes; she was 26,689 tonnes and completed in 1939 before
serving as a troopship for 4,000 soldiers during the war, breaking three speed
records for long-distance voyages. Now, newly refurbished, she was a luxury
liner on the South American run, flagship of the Royal Mail Lines fleet.
There was a flurry of preparations – resignation, inoculations, cabin trunks,
publisher’s catalogues, craft and needlework materials and banking
arrangements. My bags were packed, collected by the railway and delivered
to the ship in Southampton. I looked forward eagerly to my journey and as I
waved goodbye to my brother from the deck, I realised that it would be three
22

As in France and Italy different regions have developed their own style of
cheeses according to geography, climate and market factors. As early as
1086 some regional British cheeses were becoming widely popular; the
Domesday Book features “Cheshire Cheese”, though they would have been
different to what which we would recognise today. In Scotland, which had
no Roman influence, softer cheeses were more common and blue cheeses,
such as Stilton and Blue Wensleydale occured naturally. The original
Wensleydale was made from sheep’s milk and was designed to be a blue
cheese, similar to Roquefort, in response to a specific request by William the
Conqueror for just such a cheese. There was also much more ewe’s (sheep’s)
milk cheeses throughout the country, because sheep were a more popular
grazing animal and it is only since the 17th century onwards that we have
favoured cattle dairying and, consequently, cow’s milk cheeses.
Some farmhouse cheese is still made, but this represents a very small amount
of the cheese we consume. Cheeses today have all the flavour produced by
the craftsmen and, in addition, a high standard of hygienic production.
Margaret Nicholas
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
On New Year’s resolutions for 2019
The Rectory
St. James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
Your New Year resolution of getting up at 4am and
devoting the first four hours every day to prayer and
meditation does you credit – although I am not
entirely certain you will get past the first week. I, too, make an annual
resolution; this year it is to become more tolerant of my parishioners.
I intend to become more tolerant of our deputy organist Mrs Ffrench. If we
15

have a four-verse hymn, the dear lady is almost guaranteed either to play
three or five verses. If the former, I always have to be prepared to start
singing the final verse myself, while the congregation tags along several
words behind and our organist gamely, and entirely unsuccessfully, tries to
find out where we are up to; if the latter, then we all meekly sing the final
verse a second time.

14 Or noise (anag.) (7)
15 ‘Even though I walk through the valley of the — of death, I will fear no
evil’ (Psalm 23:4) (6)
16 ‘ — Christian soldiers, marching as to war’ (6)
18 Saver (anag.) (5)
20 ‘Unless a grain of — falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single
seed’ (John 12:24) (5)

I intend to become more tolerant of our team who assemble the parish
magazine. Copies are generally put together with the pages in a random
order, generally with one sheet upside down. One month, we will have 50
copies too few and those who fail to receive one behave as though their lives
will be forever after entirely ruined, and the next month, we will have 50
copies too many, whereupon people complain about the wanton destruction
of the Amazonian rainforest.
I will be more tolerant of Lady Trotter who always arrives for our Sunday
8am Service 10 minutes late. While we are piously at prayer, she slams the
north door, shakes her umbrella over the floor, wishes the sidesman a cheery
“good morning”, drops her Service books, clumps up the aisle in her steel
tipped brogues, removes her mackintosh, fumbles for a kneeler and volubly
asks the entire congregation where we are up to in the Service. She then
gives me a nod to tell me that I may proceed with divine worship.
I intend to be more tolerant of my neighbour, an aggressive atheist who
invariably decides that Mattins is the ideal time to use his chainsaw in the
garden, that the annual garden fete is the right day for a bonfire and who
sends me a monthly rant of several pages, taking issue with my letter in the
magazine.
I intend to … on reflection, perhaps I may decide on an alternative resolution
for the New Year.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Eve and leaves – Adam bit the apple and, feeling great shame, covered
himself with a fig leaf. Eve, too, felt shame and covered herself with a fig
leaf. Then she went behind the bush to try on a maple leaf, a sycamore, and
an oak.
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Nearly omnipotent
The curate was giving his young daughter a cuddle before she went to bed.
As he picked her up and hugged her tight, she said: “Daddy, you’re so
strong! I really think you’ll be God one day!”
21

FROM THE CHAIR
The Parish Council would like to wish everyone a Happy New Year, and
thank you all for your support in what has been a challenging year.
Across
1 Protective covering recommended to the Ephesians (Ephesians 6:11) (6)
4 The number of apostles (Matthew 10:2) (6)
8 Tenth-century Bishop of Augsberg for 48 years, who became the first
saint to be canonized by a pope (5)
9 ‘Do not — what is evil but what is good’ (3 John 11) (7)
10 Reading desk in a church (7)
11 ‘He looked up and said, “I see people; they look like — walking around”’
(Mark 8:24) (5)
12 One of the qualities that Paul exhorted Timothy to pursue (1 Timothy
6:11) (9)
17 One of the meaningless pleasures acquired by the Teacher (Ecclesiastes
2:8) (5)
19 ‘Like — babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up
in your salvation’ (1 Peter 2:2) (7)
21 Jesus said that Moses allowed this only because men’s hearts were hard
(Matthew 19:8) (7)
22 Girl’s name (5)
23 Most sagacious (Judges 5:29) (6)
24 How Stephen, the first Christian martyr, died: after being — (Acts 7:59)
(6)
Down
1 A Jew whom Paul met in Corinth, whose wife was Priscilla (Acts 18:2)
(6)
2 For example, turning water into wine, feeding the five thousand, walking
on water (John 7:21) (7)
3 Abram’s relationship to Lot (Genesis 14:12) (5)
5 ‘Jesus answered, “It is —: ‘Man does not live by bread alone.’” (Matthew
6 ‘Peace I — with you; my peace I give you’ (John 14:27) (5)
4:4) (7)
7 ‘May the Lord deal with me, be it — — severely, if anything but death
separates you and me’ (Ruth 1:17) (4,2)
9 Lack of knowledge (Acts 17:30) (9)
13 This woman ‘followed Paul and believed’ after his words to the
Areopagus in Athens (Acts 17:34) (7)
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The Parish Council will continue to meet on the 4th Tuesday of the month at
7:30pm; but from the 22nd Jan at a new venue, the Castle Tea Rooms. This
arrangement will enable the Parish Council to use the Castle WiFi to assist
with presentations etc at their meetings.
We would like to thank the Senior Citizens for the use of their hall in the
past.
Jill Whitby, Parish Council Chair.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Cathedra Gin - inspired by England’s cathedrals
Gin’s current popularity is being put to good use by Blackburn Cathedral.
It has just launched its own-brand gin, Cathedra, which aims to be a brand
that will sell across the country, and thereby create an income stream for the
Cathedral.
Blackburn Cathedral invested £12,000 in developing the gin, which is
handcrafted at Brindle Distillery in Lancashire; taking its name from the
Cathedra, or Bishop’s Throne which gives a church building its cathedral
status. Cathedra Gin is no ordinary gin, but distilled with fresh spring water
and infused with juniper, orange, elderflower, almond and vanilla to give ‘a
deliciously smooth taste’. It retails for £45 a bottle. Visit:
www.blackburncathedral.com/cathedra-gin/
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
BBC to axe ‘Something Understood’
The Radio 4 programme “Something Understood”, which explores spiritual
and ethical topics through reflection, music and literature, will not be made
after April 2019, despite recent pledges from the BBC that it would protect
its religious broadcasting. The Bishop of Repton, the Rt Reverend Jan
McFarlane, chair of the Sandford St Martin Trust, said: ‘The BBC has
reneged on its professed commitment to religious and ethical broadcasting
less than a year since the publication of its report.’ A BBC spokeswoman
said that the BBC ‘has to save £800 million by 2021, so … has to make
tough choices.’
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CHILDREN’S PAGE

Auld Lang Syne
Should auld acquaintance be forgot,
And never brought to mind?
Should auld acquaintance be forgot,
And auld lang syne!
For auld lang syne, my jo,
For auld lang syne,
We'll tak a cup o’ kindness yet,
For auld lang syne.
And surely ye’ll be your pint stowp!
And surely I’ll be mine!
And we'll take a cup o’ kindness yet,
For auld lang syne.
We twa hae run about the braes,
And pou’d the gowan fine;
But we’ve wander’d mony a weary fitt,
Sin’ auld lang syne.
We twa hae paidl’d in the burn,
Frae morning sun till dine;
But seas between us braid hae roar’d
Sin’ auld lang syne.
And there’s a hand, my trusty fiere!
And gie’s a hand o’ thine!
And we’ll tak a right gude-willie-waught,
For auld lang syne.
For auld lang syne, my jo,
For auld lang syne,
We’ll tak a cup o’ kindness yet,
For auld lang syne.

This is the most universally
Famous song associated
with Robert Burns, the poet.
He first sent ‘Auld Lang
Syne’ to his friend and
Patron, Mrs Frances Dunlop,
in 1788. In the letter he
praised it as an old song.
Likewise in a letter to
George Thomson, dated
September 1793, Burns
claimed he collected the
song by noting it down from
an old man’s singing. It was
eventually published in
James Johnson’s ‘Scots
Musical Museum’ in 1796.
Burns frequently amended
and improved old songs
that he collected prior to
their publication. So it is very
likely that he shaped this
particular version of the song.
It is an extremely nostalgic
And sincere expression of
Friendship. It is for this
reason that people all over
the world sing this song at
Social gatherings and most
famously on Hogmanay
as they reflect on times
past and welcome the
New Year.
Pauline Mackay

History teaches us the mistakes we are going to make this year – Anon
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