
 
 

 
 

WOMENS INSTITUTE:   

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre 

Secretary:   Mrs Joyce Howard                                                       Tel:656389 
 

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:  

Joint - Chairman: Paul Jones       Tel:679542 

      Andy Cawthray    Tel:657178 

Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis            Tel:662500 
 

BELL RINGING:  

Details from Brian Rothera            Tel:657778 
                                                                                                                
BROWNIES,  GUIDES:   

6pm- 7.15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre.  

Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere              Tel:624390                                                                        
 

BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:  

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen) 

The Manse, St Martins Road, Gobowen         Tel:658016 

e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com 
 

WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:  

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions 

Leaders:  Dawn and Mandy                                                      Tel:670127 

Meet in the Community Centre 9am – 3pm    

     
SENIOR CITIZENS: 

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning  

All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall 

Secretary:  Mrs Gillian Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington  Tel:662236  
 

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE: 

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White 

Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm. This will now be the 

only stop in the village. 
 

 

 CHURCH WEB-SITE ADDRESS:  
www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk 
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SUNDAY SERVICES:      8:00am  Holy Communion 

     10:30am Parish Communion 

       (All Age Eucharist as announced) 

                                            6:30pm   Evensong (3
rd

 Sunday of each month)      

 
                                                First Sunday in the Month 

                                            6:30pm Holy Communion According to the 

                                                   Book of Common Prayer  

 

WEEKDAYS:                  Holy Communion - Thursday 9:30am 

                                           Choir Practice -        Friday     5:30pm 

 
RECTOR:      Reverend Sarah Burton                     Tel:238658  

      e.mail: whittington.church@yahoo.com  

 
CHURCHWARDENS:   
Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington Tel:670940 

 

Mrs G Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington   Tel:662236 

e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com    

 

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington     Tel:656389 

Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington               Tel:659562 
                                                                                                                  

ORGANIST:   Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall   Tel:662116 

 

MAGAZINE:        

Editor:               Miss A Ward, 4 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington Tel:672838 

  eaw4@btinternet.com 

 

Distribution:      Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road        Tel:659385 

 
WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL   

Headteacher:     Mr Sean Sibley                                                      Tel:662269 

  e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk  
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July 2015  

Inspiring Journeys  
 

In May, during the Music Festival, 

we had a special service, which 

focused on a journey through 

Scotland made by the composer Felix 

Mendelssohn in 1829. This was a time when it was common for those who 

could afford to do so to make a ‘Grand Tour’ of Europe. Mendelssohn’s 

family decided that the young man, who was just twenty years old, should 

start close to home with a three week trip to the Highlands of Scotland and 

the Hebridean Islands of Mull, Staffa and Iona. The visit had a profound 

effect on the young composer and was the inspiration behind two of his best 

known works: The ‘Hebridean Overture’ (also known as ‘Fingal’s Cave’) 

and the ‘Scottish Symphony’. We were guided through some of the 

highlights of Mendelssohn’s journey by Stephen Carpenter (former CEO of 

‘The Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment’). Stephen showed us sketches 

that the young Mendelssohn had made along the way together with photos of 

the same locations, all to a background of the music they had inspired.* It 

was a very enjoyable service in which we were able to reflect on our own 

spiritual journey through the words, pictures and music.  

 

Richard and I have just returned from our own trip to Scotland. Sadly we 

have not come back with any inspired creations but it was a wonderful time 

for reflection and refreshment. We too travelled through the Highlands and 

visited Mull and Iona. We didn’t visit Staffa on this trip but we did get to 

Harris and Lewis as well. During our travels we saw amazing scenery and 

met some interesting people along the way. On Iona, in particular, we were 

reminded of the long history of Christian pilgrimage. Saint Columba, who 

founded the first monastery on Iona, was one of the early Celtic saints who 

saw pilgrimage as setting out into the unknown so that they could learn to 

trust God more fully. The form of pilgrimage most of us are more familiar 

with is that of travelling to holy sites as a way of drawing closer to God. We 

found many modern-day pilgrims on Iona. 
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CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY: 

Mr Andy Cawthray, e.mail: andy_ian@hotmail.com               Tel:657178 

                
CRICKET SECRETARY/BOOKING SECRETARY: 

Mr Brian Whitley, email: brianwhitley2005@yahoo.co.uk        

 
THE BOWLING SECRETARY: 

Mrs Jacqui Whitley 

e.mail: jacquiwhitley@yahoo.com                                                  Tel:830901 

 
COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY: 

Mrs Kath Griffiths        Tel:662116   
                                                                                
SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON 
AND WEST FELTON 

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG             

e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk     

Tel:650488                                         
WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Mrs A. S. Cowley, “Pear Tree” Cottage, Treflach Oswestry 

(Clerk to the Council) – Held the fourth Tuesday in the month     Tel:659496   

ascowley.whitpc@sky.com 

http://www.2shrop.net/whitpc 

 
SHROPSHIRE YOUTH SERVICE 

Rural Mobile visits the village on Tuesday 6:15pm – 8:00pm 

Bus parks opposite the “Premier” Shop, Whittington. 

Open to the young people between the ages of 13 – 20 yrs. 

Contact: Wendy Stockton, Shropshire Council Youth Worker.     Tel:654175     

 
BAPTISM SECRETARY 

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington  Tel:681036 

e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk 

 
WEDDING SECRETARY 

Mrs Ann Jones, Springfield, Station Road, Whittington       Tel:662356 

 
39 

“THE  RIPPLE” 
(Whittington Parish Church Magazine) 

Vol 28   No 3 
 

WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS 

mailto:andy_ian@hotmail.com
mailto:brianwhitley2005@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.stevecharmley.co.uk/
Tel:659496
mailto:ascowley.whitpc@sky.com
Tel:681036
Tel:662256


visitors for free guided tours, offered in English or French, which highlight 

the historic value of the unique building as well as informing visitors about 

the organisation and proceedings of the Québec National Assembly.  

 

Once the setting for bloody battles between the British and French, the Plains 

of Abraham today serve as Quebec City's primary playground and peaceful 

arboreal retreat, and venue for a variety of festivals, fairs and events. The 

park is to Québec what Central Park is to New York, covering nearly two 

and a half acres and is planted with six thousand trees.  

 

Just to the east of Québec City lies  

the spectacular Montmorency Falls,  

plunging two hundred and seventy  

two feet;  one and a half times higher  

than Niagara Falls and which freezes  

over in the winter. Besides a beautiful 

setting, the park also boasts historic  

buildings; and a cable car runs up to  

the historic Manoir Montmorency  

manor house, dating from 1781. A suspension bridge hangs directly across 

the falls, providing a breathtaking view, and a second bridge gives access to 

the east side of the falls where there are numerous viewpoints and trails. 
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Travelling, whether for pilgrimage or just for leisure, can be a great 

opportunity to take time out and reflect on life. New places and new people 

offer opportunities for us to learn new things about ourselves and about the 

world around us. Richard and I had many such opportunities during our 

travels. One that stood out for both of us was a three night stay in a bed and 

breakfast on Mull. We stayed in a cottage in a beautiful and very empty part 

of the island but it was our hostess Katja who gave us food for thought. 

Together with her husband and two children, she had chosen a lifestyle that 

was very simple and close to nature. Her life revolved around home and 

garden and hospitality to her visitors. As much as possible, everything in the 

home was locally made from natural materials. For breakfast she served 

rhubarb from the garden, home-made yoghurt and bread, and eggs from local 

chickens. I have never felt so guilty discarding plastic bottles from the drinks 

we carried with us!  

 

No doubt many of you will be making journeys over the summer, for 

holidays or days out. I wonder what encounters you will have along the way 

and what you will learn about yourself, about others, and about God. May 

you be blessed in all your travelling. 

 

 

Love from  

 

 

      Sarah  

 

  

 

* If you would like to know more about Mendelssohn’s Scottish journey, 

you can visit Stephen’s website: www.mendelssohninscotland.com . Stephen 

has also arranged an 8-day ‘Mendelssohn in Scotland’ holiday in September 

this year for anyone interested in visiting the places that the composer found 

so inspirational. Details of this are on the website. 
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http://www.mendelssohninscotland.com/


 

 

 

 

 

DIARY 
 

1 7:30pm  Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens’ Hall with light  

   refreshments - £1  
 

2 9:30am  Holy Communion 
 

4 8:00am   The July Prayer Breakfast to support Ben Mayho, 

   The Schools Christian Project Worker, will be held  

at Trefonen Parish Church; if you would like to  

attend please telephone Lynn Carroll-01691 659385 

by Wednesday 1
st
 July 

 

5 FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
 

 8:00am  Holy Communion 

 10:30am Family Communion with Baptism 

 6:30pm  Holy Communion According to the Book of   

   Common Prayer 
 

 11:00am onwards President’s Day at Whittington Cricket and  

   Bowling Club; further details on pages 23-24  
 

7 9:30am  Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel 
 

 2:00-3:00pm Praise and Play in church 
 

9 9:30am  Holy Communion 
 

 1:30pm  School Leavers Service for Year 6 in church 
 

 7:00pm  Whittington Women’s Institute meets in the  

   Community Centre; Speaker: Any Young; Topic:  

   “Pedal Power” 
 

10 3:15pm onwards Whittington Church of England School Summer 

4   Fair; further details on page 25 

Québec City's Lower Town 

(Basse-Ville) is the charming 

‘old quarter’ of the city, full 

of narrow, winding streets, 

historical stone buildings, and 

an overwhelming array of 

trendy cafés, bars, and 

boutique stores. The oldest 

urban district in Canada, 

Lower Town has a distinctly  

European feel, and efforts to gentrify the area have been undertaken with 

appropriate sensitivity and class; resulting in postcard-perfect photo 

opportunities on every street corner.  

 

The site of the historical Place-Royale complex in Lower Town, was used in 

ancient times by the First Nations for trading, until the leader of the first 

Québec French settlement, Samuel de Champlain, constructed a formal 

fortified fur trading post in 1608. The trading post flourished and grew into a 

thriving town, constructed largely of wood, until it was destroyed by fire in 

1682. Reconstruction was in fire-resistant stone, accounting for the buildings 

that still stand today. By 1950 the Place-Royale was a neglected, decaying 

area. The Government then initiated a restoration programme that has turned 

this historic site, known as the ‘birthplace of French America’, into one of 

the city's main attractions, featuring museums and many historic buildings. 

 

The little island in the St Lawrence River, fifteen minutes from downtown 

Québec City, is an historical treasure trove containing six hundred heritage 

buildings. Algonquin natives called the island ‘windigo’, meaning 

‘bewitched corner’, before French colonists arrived in 1535 and named it for 

the Duke of Orleans. The island is the ancestral home of more than three 

hundred Quebecois families and still has more than seven thousand 

inhabitants. A perimeter road called The Royal Way, which extends across 

the Taschereau Bridge to the mainland, connects all the six villages on the 

island.  

 

Just outside the old city walls stands the imposing nineteenth century 

Parliament Building, inspired by the Louvre in Paris and designed by the 

architect, Eugene Etienne Taché. Although it is the working home of the one 

hundred and twenty five strong National Assembly, the buildings are open to  
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QUÉBEC 

 

Small cafés, charming boutiques, elegant squares, theatres, museums, street 

buskers and mime artists all contribute to the charm and ambience of historic 

Québec. Perched on top of Cap Diamant, overlooking the St Lawrence 

River, Québec City was first settled by the French in 1608, and named for a 

native Algonquin word meaning ‘where the river narrows’. The city was 

ceded to the British in 1759, but of the more than half a million residents 

ninety-five per cent are French-speaking; lending a definite ‘joie de vivre’ 

and French elegance to the atmosphere. About four million visitors come to 

this UNESCO World Heritage listed city each year, the only surviving 

fortified city in North America, to savour its unique charm, where winding 

cobbled streets are lined with seventeenth and eighteenth century stone 

houses, churches and numerous monuments.  

 

Many of the tourist attractions in Québec City are located in the compact 

walled Old Town on top of the hill, Cap  

Diamant, including small shops, boutiques 

and attractive historical buildings. There are  

guided walking tours of the three miles of  

city wall that surrounds the old city; built  

between 1608 and 1871, as part of the  

defensive system of the old city; which was the  

region's main colonial stronghold. The  

walls are set with interpretation panels and  

can be explored independently, but a  

guided tour does provide more information.  

 

A panoramic eye view can be had from a  

cabin of the funicular that travels at an  

angle of forty-five degrees from Louis Jolliet House in the heart of the old 

city to Dufferin Terrace. The funicular has been an attraction in the city since 

the original steam driven version was erected in 1879. The claustrophobic 

may not enjoy the trip up in the little cabins, but others will enjoy the views 

and the novel mode of getting around. The walk down from the old town is 

pleasant and easy, but the walk up can be painful; try one of the many horse-

drawn carriages instead. 
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11 1:30pm onwards Whittington Annual Village Fair in and around  

   the Community Centre; further details on pages 8-9

    

12 SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

 

 8:00am  Holy Communion 

 10:30am Parish Communion 

 4:00pm  Messy Church Barbeque at the Rectory; further  

   details on page 10 

 

13 LAST DAY for magazine material for the August edition of the  

   “Ripple”; all material to Anne Ward, 4 Rosehill  

Avenue, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com  

 

14 9:30am  Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel 

 

12:00noon Whittington Senior Citizens have a “School Roast  

   Lunch” in the Senior Citizens’ Hall - £5; further  

details on pages 16 – 17                       

 

2:00-3:00pm Praise and Play in church 

 

16 9:30am  Holy Communion 

 

   Whittington Church of England School breaks up  

   for the Summer holiday (return Tuesday 8
th
  

   September) 

 

 6:00pm  Confirmation Service at St Michael’s Church, West 

   Felton with the Bishop of Shrewsbury, the Revd  

   Mark Rylands 

 

19 SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
 

 8:00am  Holy Communion 

 10:30am Parish Communion 

 6:30pm  Evensong 

 

 

5 

TRAVELLER’S TALES 

 



21  9:30am  Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel 

 

 7:30pm  The Filling Station; further details on page 18 

 

23 9:30am  Holy Communion 

 

10:00-12:00noon Coffee Morning in church; further details on  

   page 24  

 

 7:30pm  Whittington Parish Council meets in the Senior 

   Citizens’ Hall 

 

26 EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

 

 8:00am  Holy Communion 

 10:30am Parish Communion 

 

 2:30-5:00pm Strawberry Tea at Whittington Rectory in aid of  

   church funds: further details on page 15 

 

28 12:00 noon Senior Citizens’ Lunch at the White Lion - £6;  

   further details on pages 16 – 17    

   Ripple” 

 

1:30 for 2:00pm  Whittington Senior Citizens visit The Ironworks,  

  near Oswestry; further details on pages 16 – 17  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Send a Cow: Helping Some of the World’s Hungriest People 

 

Thank you very much for your donation 

to Send a Cow for our Live Below the  

Line Appeal. We made a total of £80.  

It was more challenging than we  

expected but we had lots of interesting  

conversations and support and we learned a lot from the experience. 

 

Sarah and Richard 

 

 

6                           

Five Perry Parishes Local Joint Committee Meeting 8
th

 July 2015: Some 

Councillors will be attending and reporting back at the next meeting.   

 

Footway Lighting: There was a complaint issue regarding Fitzalan Close, 

requesting the Parish Council cut back the trees and replace the orange lamps 

with white ones. It was noted that the trees were owned by Star Housing. 

 

Play area at Fitzgwarine: There were no issues with the Play Equipment.  

The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents report on the equipment 

is awaited. 

 

Oswestry CCTV visit – West Mercia Police: A number of Councillors will 

be visiting the CCTV Control Room at Oswestry Police Station on the 2
nd

 

June at 7:00pm to study the operation and to discover what it provides for 

the neighbouring councils. 

 

Date and time of the next meeting: The next Parish Council meeting is 

Tuesday 23
rd

 June 2015 commencing at 7:30pm in The Senior Citizens’ Hall.  

 

Paul Thompson-Lawrence 

(This article is a brief outline of the main discussion points for the WPC 

meeting and does not represent a formal record. For an official copy of the 

minutes please contact the Parish Clerk or look on the Parish Website 

www.shrop.net/WhitPC)   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Why women bishops have clergy husbands 
 

The first three women bishops to be 

appointed (Libby Lane to Stockport, 

Alison White to Hull and Rachel 

Treweek to Gloucester) all have 

clergy husbands. Why? Prof Linda 

Woodhead has speculated: “The 

most amusing suggestion I’ve heard 

is that the Church is looking for 

women bishops with experience of 

managing male clergy.”  

 

Source: The Tablet, 4
th

 April 2015 
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You can't have everything - where would you put it?  

 



continue to come to people when they need them and provide a high quality 

service however you contact us - in person (on the street, at community 

bases and at partners and communities together [PACT] meetings), on the 

phone or online. 

 

Matters Arising from the Minutes of the previous meeting:  

Public Participation: Following on from the discussion last month 

regarding the traffic problems in the area around the School a meeting is to 

be arranged with members of the Parish Council and Shropshire Council to 

review the area and to look at any possible solutions. 

 

Correspondence: Item 14- Additional information that the Level Crossing 

Road Closure at Whittington – from 9:00pm on 11
th
 July 2015 until 5:00pm 

(not 12.00 noon as previously advised) on 12
th
 July 2015 works to improve 

level crossing – tree removal 

 

Planning: 15/01701/FUL – The Erection of a dwelling and garage/office and 

formation of vehicular access – Proposed dwelling South West of Frankton 

Villa, Lower Frankton - Withdrawn 

 

Permission Granted: 

15/0060/FUL – Perry Farm, Berghill Lane, Whittington – Erection of single 

storey side extension 

14/01837/OUT The Orchard, Babbinswood, Whittington, Oswestry – 

Outline application for residential development   

 

Whittington Parish Plan Steering Group: The Committee have received 

the results of the School Pod Voting session which was held on 5th March. 

This will now be added to the full report expected late June and a copy will 

also be forwarded to the school with an offer to discuss it at a forthcoming 

Governors’ meeting. 

 

There was just under a thirty per cent response to the householders’ 

questionnaire, and the Committee would like to thank all those who 

responded. There was also a good response from those wishing to volunteer 

to help with tasks within the Parish and the Committee will soon be 

contacting all those volunteers with regard to setting wheels in motion. 

The next meeting will be on 21
st
 July at 7:00pm in the Community Centre - 

all are welcome to attend. 
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Extracts from the Parish Registers 

for the month of April 2015   
 

HOLY BAPTISM 
 

“We welcome you into the Lord’s Family” 
 

10
th
 May 2015   Daisy Elizabeth Martin 

   of Whittington Road, Oswestry 

 

24
th
 May 2015   Jaxon Grahame Edwards-Clark 

   Oscar George Edwards-Clark 

   both of Ascot Road, Oswestry 
 

HOLY MATRIMONY  
 

We sent our Best Wishes to:- 
 

9
th
 May 2015    Kieth Robert Oliver-Phillips  

and Hannah Louise Oliver  

both of Bridge Street, Llanfyllin 

 

Communicants for the month……..229 

       Attendance for the month…………...352       

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

All Change in August! 

 

On 16
th
 August, Canon Tony Sparham will finish his 

work in West Felton and Haughton. There will be a 

special service on that day, at 6:00pm in West Felton 

Church to celebrate Tony and Alison’s time with us  

and to say our farewells to them. 

 

The service pattern in Whittington will change on 9
th

 August (as Tony 

was originally leaving on 2
nd

 August and various arrangements were put in 

place around this before the date changed).    

 

From 9 August the main morning service will be at 11:00am.  

The 8:00am communion services will only be held on the 2
nd

, 4
th

 and 5
th

 

Sunday in each month.  

Evening services will continue on the  1
st
 and 3

rd
 Sundays.                       7 

 

 

 

 



WHITTINGTON FAIR at WHITTINGTON COMMUNITY CENTRE  

Saturday 11
th

 July 2015 
 

This year the Whittington Fair is on Saturday 11
th
 July in  

and around the Community Centre. There will be music,  

entertainment and of course stalls and refreshments. 

 

The Brownies have chosen Millie Harrower as the Fair  

Queen with Poppy Denton & Mia Jenkins-Doyle as attendants. Mr Brian 

Davies of Park Hall Working Farm will transport the 1
st
 Whittington 

Brownies to the fair on his dray. 

 

The event opens at 1:30pm with the crowning of the Queen. The indoor craft 

& produce show schedules are available from Whittington school and the 

Post Office. Trophies will be presented for the garden Competition. Some 

stalls are still available for charities and individual groups – please ring 

01691 662116 to book. 

                                                                                    Kath Griffiths       
 

 

WHITTINGTON VILLAGE FAIR 
 
SHOW SCHEDULE 
 

FLOWERS    FRUIT 

1       5 Sweet Peas   16 Dish of Strawberries 

2       5 Pansies or Violas  17 Dish of Gooseberries 

3       3 Roses    18 Dish of Currants 

4       5 Garden Flowers   19 Dish of Raspberries 

5       Flowering Pot Plant    20 Dish of Loganberries 

6       Collection of Foliage (no flowers) 21 Five Sticks of Rhubarb 

 

VEGETABLES   HOMECRAFT 

7       4 Pods Broad Beans  22 An Arrangement in a   

8       4 Potatoes     Basket (no more  

9       4 Pods of Peas    than 12 inches) 

10     4 Radishes   23     An arrangement of 5 Flowers    

11     4  Beetroot    (no more than 12 inches)  
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There were nine Parish Councillors, the Clerk and one representative from 

the local Police at the meeting. 

 

Appointment of Chairman: The current Chairman, Mr. Greg Hickman, was 

re-elected as Chair and Mrs. Jill Whitby was elected as Vice-Chair for the 

next twelve months. 

 

Community Police Incident report for March 2015: Local Police Officer 

Kate Le’Clere attended the meeting. The Council were advised that Speed 

Enforcement was a priority and officers would undergo specific training on 

the use of a Speed-Gun. The Officer presented the report and the items 

relevant to Whittington were as follows: 

Anti-Social Behaviour: 2 incidents 

Burglary (Dwelling): 1 incident 

Vehicle Crime (Theft from Vehicle): 1 incident 

 

The Council were advised of a rise in the number of fraudulent calls to 

people informing them that their bank card had been compromised. These 

are usually to the elderly and vulnerable people who are advised that the 

bank will sort the problem out. They are told a courier will arrive to collect 

the card in question and a receipt will be given once the details have been 

checked. The card is taken away and the bank account is then compromised 

and emptied. 

 

Your Team and Contact numbers: 

Local Police Officer – PC 3718 Kate Le’Clere – 07792 774 024 

 

Police Community Support Officers: 

PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes - 07792 774 047 

PCSO 60218 Cara Fairly 

 

About your Team: Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and 

partners to identify, tackle and solve issues that matter to the community 

where you live. Thanks to an investment in mobile tablet style computers 

officers will be able to spend more time on patrol on the street. Officers will  
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Whittington Parish Council News, 

Meeting held on 26
th

 May 2015  



A SECOND BIRTHDAY? 
 

We’ve celebrated the Feast of Pentecost recently and been reminded that it 

was “the birthday of the Church”. The coming of the Holy Spirit was the 

beginning of things as we know them today -- the Lord Jesus no longer with 

us in a physical sense and we having to be “His hands and His feet”. The 

coming of the Holy Spirit, as a matter of history, may have been two 

thousand years ago, but our situation now is the same as that of the early 

disciples, called to get on with the job in the Spirit's power! 

  
When you think about beginnings, we really do go for Christmas in a big 

way and that's not surprising -- it's at the right time of year, we all love the 

story and it does give us opportunity for a great family celebration. It's 

simply a wonderful beginning to the timeless story of Jesus. By comparison 

how about the coming of the third person of the Holy Trinity, the Holy 

Spirit? 

 

The Lord prepared very carefully for the Spirit's coming – why, He even said 

that it was for the disciples' good that He was leaving so that the Spirit 

should come. He gave us a great deal of information about the Sprit's work 

and how He would inform and enable us in God's service. So, all in all, do 

you think perhaps we really should make a bit more of the feast of 

Pentecost? (Come to think of it we did have a chicken for lunch that day, not  

quite a turkey, it's true, but.......) 

Arthur Drowley 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

When Radio encounters the Bible 
 

A dramatist employed to write stories from the Bible in  

radio form was astonished at the end of a broadcast to  

hear the announcer say, “Will Cain kill Abel? Tune in at  

the same time tomorrow and find out!” Albert R Perkins, 

Vogue Magazine 1943 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

English in Australia 
 

Australian entering hospital: “’Ullow, Steve.” 

“’Ullow, Jim.” 

“Come in to die?” 

“No, yesterday.” 
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12     4 Carrots    24 A Jar of Marmalade 

13     1 Lettuce    25 A Jar of Jam 

14     1 Cucumber   26 A Jar of Pickle or Chutney 

15     Herbs in a Jar   27 A Bottle of Wine 

     28 Shortbread Biscuits 

     29 Any Hand Craft 

     30 A Humorous Photograph  

CHILDREN’S SECTION    

 

Age groups: 3 years and under; 4 years; 5 – 7 years; 8 – 11 years and 12 – 15 

years. There will be a small prize awarded for 1
st
, 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 for each item in 

all Sections and a cup for the overall winner in the younger and junior age 

groups. 

3 years and under, and 4 years 
 

A   Hand Print Picture   B  A Painted Pebble 

 

5 – 7 and 8 – 11 years 
 

A   A Garden in a seed tray   B   Design a Birthday Card 

C   2 Homemade decorated Cup Cakes  D   A Vegetable Cartoon Character 

 

12 – 15 years 
 

A     Flower arrangement for a Table 

B     4 Homemade decorated Cup Cakes 

C     Design a Birthday Card 
 

General Points:- The Fernhill Cup will be presented to the entrant with the 

most points overall. The Gerald Jones Cup will be presented to the entrant 

with the most points for vegetables. (3 points for 1st, 2 points for 2
nd

 and 1 

point for 3
rd

). The Jack Davies Memorial Award will be presented for the 

Best Entry in the Show, as decided by the Judges. 

 

All entries to be the sole work of the entrant. There are no entry fees and no 

more than 2 entries are allowed in each class. ALL ENTRIES TO BE 

STAGED BETWEEN 10:00 - 11:15am ON THE DAY OF THE SHOW. 

Once the Fair has opened the show will be open to view. 

 

SHOW CO-ORDINATOR – Hilary Jones 01691 662233     
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WHITTINGTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 

WHITTINGTON FAIR JULY 11
th

 2015 
 

BEST FRONT GARDEN COMPETITON     
 

From 1
st
 – 10

th
 July a ‘secret judge’ will be combing the parish for the Best 

Front Garden. There are no entry forms – every garden is eligible, regardless 

of size. .  Last year’s winners were Mr and Mrs Knight with their lovely 

corner garden incorporating shrubs, flowers and a wild 

garden. The judge will not go into the garden, only look  

from the road and take in the view admired by passers- 

by. Size does not matter – we are looking for the garden 

with “The X factor”. What does your front garden offer? 

So – get weeding and mowing – the judge is on his –  

or her – way!                                                                        Christine Hughes                                      

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

4:00pm Sunday 12
th

 July 
  

           Messy BBQ 
 

     at Whittington Rectory  
 

This Messy Church event 
is open to everyone 

 

Come and join us for food, fun and friendship 
 

You do not need tickets but please let Sarah and 
Richard know if you hope to come so that we have an 
idea of how many to cater for. Food and soft drinks will 
be provided. You are welcome to bring your own 
alcoholic drinks. 
There is no charge but we will be inviting donations on 
the day, to help us cover costs. 
10 

REMEMBERING WHEN 

 

On Wednesday 17
th
 June Ruth Haile, Peter Nicholas, Mr Manfield and I 

went back to school. We were invited to chat with the children in Year 3 of 

Whittington Primary School about the project they had been working on, 

namely what had happened in the 1950’s,  

60’s, 70’s and 80’s. The children were  

divided by Miss Salmons, their class teacher,  

into four groups and we four visitors were  

given a group to each chat with.  

 

The children had written questions to ask  

about music, employment and fashions in the aforementioned decades. I was 

busy working in those years so I think the children knew more about the  

music then than I did! I was able to 

chat with them about this being a 

rural county; most of the 

employment was to do with farming 

and the Express Dairy which is not 

the site of a housing estate. 

 

I had no questions about the  

fashions in those years, but I’m sure that if time had allowed, we would have 

had some very searching questions asked by the children who had studied 

the subject with Miss Salmons. 

 

It was a pleasure to visit the school where there was a happy atmosphere 

with evidence of hard work on display everywhere. It brought back many 

happy memories for me. 

Margaret Hulson   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

July brings other summer pleasures, like sport, 

 

If there is any game in the world that attracts the 

half-baked theorist more than cricket I have yet to 

hear of it – Fred Trueman 

 

There is a widely held and quite erroneous held  

belief that cricket is just another game – Prince Philip 
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ANSWERS TO JUNE’S QUIZ 
 

1. 50 - The Charter was signed in San Francisco on June 26, 1945 

2. Victoria – she reigned from 1837 until her death in 1901 

3. 1903 

4. Magna Carta 

5. D-Day – it was the start of Operation Overlord, the allied attack on 

German occupied France; it took place in Normandy 

6. Cotton Gin 

7. 1914. WWI started on August 4, 1914. 

8. Ireland 

9. 1935 

10. Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone 

11. 28
th
 June 

12. Batman 

13. Falkland Islands War 

14. Donald Duck 

15. Dr. Martin Luther King Jnr. 

16. Statue of Liberty 

17. Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix 

18. 1906 

19. 1968 

20. The Hovercraft 

21. Anne Frank 

22. Grease 

23. Secretariat 

24. Tiger Woods 

25. Battle of the Little Big Horn 

26. All you need is Love 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Miscellaneous observations on life 
 

The most effective way to remember your wife’s birthday is to forget it once. 

- Nash 
 

I had some words with my wife, and she had some paragraphs with me. - 

Sigmund Freud 
 

I took the wife’s family out for tea and biscuits. They weren’t too happy 

about having to give blood though. Les Dawson 

30 

ISLE OF WIGHT HOLIDAY 

 

It’s a long way to the Isle of Wight, so we made an early start on the Monday 

morning and after two comfort stops, because the weather was wet, we 

pressed on to Southampton to catch the four o’clock ferry to East Cowes on 

the island. Thankfully it stopped raining and we were lucky enough to catch 

the three o’clock ferry and enjoyed a sunny one hour sailing. 

 

My daughter Susan, who lives on the island, arranged to 

greet her father and me with a wave from the shore just 

as we came in to land at Cowes. 

 

Our hotel, the Burlington, situated in Sandown, was 

comfortable and clean; and quite a few of our party 

were situated on the ground floor which was lucky  

as there is no lift in the hotel. Unfortunately we were not able to use the 

swimming pool as the sauna had been damaged and was awaiting repair. 

Entertainment was provided each evening for those who wished to take 

advantage of it. 

 

On Tuesday morning after a hearty breakfast served by pleasant and efficient 

staff, Paul our coach driver took us to Newport, the island’s capital; the 

weather was fine but windy. We were free to spend the day to suit ourselves; 

some chose to visit Godshill, a pretty little 

village of thatched cottages and a model  

village which was well worth their time  

even though the weather was not too kind. 

Then back to our hotel for an evening  

meal after which my daughter and grand- 

daughter, Emily, brought a lovely carrot  

cake as a surprise for my sister-in-law’s  

birthday, and everyone enjoyed a slice after singing “Happy Birthday”. 

 

Three members of our party had taken their mobility scooters and two of 

them were able to enjoy the garden and grounds of Osbourne House which 

we visited on the Wednesday; the third stayed to investigate Sandown. There 

is a lift in Osbourne House so that people with walking difficulties were able 

to visit the Nursery on the top floor, and the living quarters of Queen 

Victoria and her husband, Albert and their nine children. I was struck by the  
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black and white statues and the number of pictures and photographs of the 

family which were everywhere.  

 

Swiss Cottage is about half a mile  

away in the grounds and this is  

where the children were able to  

play and learn to do the ordinary  

things that other children do.  

Prince Albert wanted them to  

experience everything; so they learnt to grow fruit and vegetables in their 

own gardens, then harvest and cook them under supervision. They had their 

own museum containing birds, animals, samples of rock and crafts from 

different countries. Some of the party opted to visit the private beach using 

the free mini-bus service whilst others enjoyed the pleasant walk amongst 

the wild flowers and tree-covered pathways, enjoying the peace and quiet 

broken only by the different birdsongs. On reaching the beach it seems 

almost inevitable that they had an ice-cream! Time sped by and soon we 

were heading back for our evening meal at our hotel. 

 

Thursday was our day to visit Cowes where my daughter lives. She met us 

off the coach and whilst some people went shopping and sightseeing, Sue 

took some of us to her home where her husband and son were busy building 

an extension to their home – but not too busy to join us for a cup of coffee or 

tea and a scone or piece of cake, made that morning by Sue and Emily. We 

walked back through the town to the coach and then Paul took us to see the 

Needles en-route back to our hotel. In the evening we were taken to the 

theatre in Shanklin to enjoy “The Best of the West”, a musical show of 

favourite West End Theatre productions. 

 

We had a very early start on the Friday morning to enable us to catch the 

nine-thirty ferry back to Southampton, and after a very slow journey due to 

heavy traffic in places, we arrived home safely thanks to Paul our very 

competent driver. 

 

We are all very indebted to Gill for once again organising another splendid 

trip for us – not something to undertake lightly, there is an enormous amount 

of work involved. We are all grateful to for the support and help offered by 

Mike Owen and his staff at Owen’s Travelmaster, particularly John who so 

ably once again assisted Gill in the planning. Thank you all. 

12                                                                                          Margaret Hulson 

FOOD & DRINK QUIZ 

 

1.  Which ancestor of Noah is also the name of an oversized Champagne  

     bottle that holds six litres? 

2.  What kind of orange is used to flavour Earl Grey tea? 

3.  Which seed has been used for centuries to colour cheddar cheese? 

4.  The English word for which popular spice takes it name from the Latin  

     and French word for ‘nail’? 

5.  What is green horseradish called in Japan? 

6.  Can you name the various Italian pastas that translate to: a. Little worms;      

     b. Cooking pots; 3. Little tongues; 4. Butterflies; 5. Little pies 

7.  The name of which herb stems from the Latin for ‘dew of the sea’? 

8.  One quarter of all the hops in the world are grown in which country? 

9.  What did the Celts call the drink of the Gods? 

10.What do you get if you replace the whisky in a Rob Roy with Drambuie? 

11.What is the captain’s reply in the song Hotel California to the wine  

      request? 

12. What is 'arachibutyrophobia'? 

13. Which country consumes, per capita, the most doughnuts per year? 

14. What is the chief food for half the people in the world? 

15. By the eighteenth century, what had become so popular a dessert in  

      America that Yale College served it every night at supper, and did so for  

      more than a century? 

16. Which Scottish River supplies over 90% of the water used in Whisky  

       manufacture? 

17. Which months are you told not to eat shellfish in? 

18. Gjetost is the national cheese of which country? 

19. Which food stuff not rationed during World War 2 was rationed after?  

20. What name is given to the fruit of the Blackthorn? 

21. What is the name of the film which forms on the side of good old port? 

22. What is the name of the traditional English dish made from pork  

       trimmings and pigs head? 

23. Lettuce is a member of which flower family?  

24. If you were served ‘aloo’ in an Indian restaurant which vegetable would  

       you be eating? 

25. Aspartame is an alternative to what when added to food? 

26. In which country did the dish Chop Suey originate? 

27. Which powder includes Turmeric, fenugreek, chillies and cumin? 

28. In which month does Beaujolais Nouveau arrive? 
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BROCCOLI & BACON SOUP (Serves 4) 
 

  1 onion chopped 

  4 rashers bacon rind removed and chopped 

  400g potatoes peeled and diced 

  1 litre chicken stock 

  400g broccoli florets chopped 

  2 tbsp chopped mint 

  Sea salt and cracked black pepper 
 

Place onion and bacon in a large saucepan over medium-high heat. 

Cook for 5 minutes or until well browned. 

Remove onion and bacon from the saucepan and set aside. 

Put potatoes and stock in the pan, bring to the boil, add broccoli and cook for 

8-10 minutes or until broccoli and potatoes are soft. 

Place soup in a blender or use a stick mixer to blend until smooth. 

Add onion and bacon, mint, salt and pepper, and stir to combine before 

serving. 

(Can be frozen for up to 3 months in an airtight container) 

 

GOOSEBERRY FOOL 
 

 450g (1 lb) green gooseberries  120g (4 oz) sugar 

 300ml (½ pint) milk   1 egg 

 Few drops vanilla essence  ½ teaspoon cornflower 

 300ml (½ pint) whipping cream  6 gingernut biscuits 

 

Stew the berries in a saucepan with a little water and the sugar until 

everything is soft, broken down, and dissolved. Remove from the heat. 

Slowly whisk in the milk 

Beat the egg separately with the vanilla and cornflour, and add this too.  

Heat slowly beating all the time so that the mixture thickens but does not 

boil.  

Divide between wine goblets or ramekins, and leave in the fridge to cool.   

Crush the biscuits, and add half on top off the fools. 

Whip the cream and divide between each serving before topping off with a 

shower of the remaining crushed biscuits. Chill further until ready to serve. 
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Whittington WI Group decided to celebrate the WI Centenary Year with a 

picnic at the Castle. The weather was kind to us with a gloriously sunny 

evening so we were pleased to be wearing hats for the occasion as requested. 

The members produced a fantastic picnic and our President Glenys Brind, 

proposed a toast to the WI and the next 100 years.  

 

After the minutes were read, approved and signed for the previous meeting it 

was reported that the Car Boot sale in May had raised £48 for the Institutes 

funds. The parcels made up for sale at the Derwen Fete had raised £110, the 

event overall making £8,969.00. 

 Ruth Haile gave her report on her visit to Buckingham Palace on 2
nd

 June 

for a Royal Garden Party to celebrate the centenary. The special garden party 

was hosted by HRH The Duchess of Cornwall, supported by HRH The 

Countess of Wessex, Princess Alexandra and the Duchess of Gloucester.  It 

was a very early start for Ruth and when she arrived at the palace eight 

thousand WI members were being fed through three gates so queues were 

inevitable. The royals came down three aisles and stopped to talk and shake 

hands with the members, and the original calendar girls were presented to the 

Royal party. Ruth arrived home at 11:20pm, tired out but having enjoyed a 

wonderful day. Ruth wore her outfit to the picnic which enabled members to 

see how she looked on that very special day. 

Two days later on 4
th
 June, Sandy Wilson went to the Royal Albert Hall in 

London to attend the Centenary meeting and members were able to watch a 

live link up at the cinema in Oswestry which was organised by Kath 

Griffiths. Members who went had a great time with an excellent view of the 

celebrations. Sandy’s report was fascinating; she told us how seven coaches 

all arrived at once so it was rather hectic and once in the Royal Albert Hall 

she was amongst five thousand, one hundred other members; it was an 

exciting and thrilling experience. The National Federation of Women’s 

Institutes Chair Janice Langley gave an inspirational address, saying that a 

hundred new members join each week. In 1915 the membership fee was five 

shillings, which represented about two per cent of household income. When 

Her Majesty The Queen arrived with HRH The Princess Royal, and HRH 

The Countess of Wessex everyone sang a thunderous rendition of the 

National Anthem and Jerusalem. HM The Queen is President of  

13 

RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
 

WHITTINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
 



Sandringham WI, HRH The Princess Royal is a long-standing NFWI  

Associate, and HRH The Countess of Wessex is a member of Bagshot WI. 

Sandy said it was very emotional to hear so many voices singing in an 

electric atmosphere. 
 

The royal guests presented national competition prizes, received the 

centenary link baton, cut a beautifully presented centenary fruit cake, and 

HM The Queen delivered a moving speech, congratulating the WI on its 

100th anniversary.  There were three truly inspirational speakers: Lucy 

Worsley, English historian, curator and television presenter on history; 

Helena Morrissey, CEO of Newton Investment Management; and Tanni 

Grey-Thompson, British former wheelchair racer, parliamentarian and 

television presenter. In addition Bleadon Belles the winners of the ‘Singing 

for Joy’ competition performed, and the Kingston Project showcased eleven 

stunning garments in a fashion show.  
 

After enjoying our picnic and taking photographs Sue Ellis, Manager of 

Whittington Castle, gave us a talk and later showed us around the castle. We 

all had a thoroughly enjoyable evening out made extra special by the lovely 

weather. 
 

A vote of thanks was proposed by Libby Morris to Kath Griffiths for 

organising the live link for members to enjoy the spectacle at the Royal 

Albert Hall. 
 

Libby proposed a vote of thanks to Kath Griffiths for organising the live link 

up in Oswestry. The competition for the evening of a fresh flower buttonhole 

was won by Sue Goodridge; second was Margaret Nicholas and third Glenys 

Brind. 
 

The next meeting is 9
th
 July. when Marion Young’s husband, Andy Young, 

will be giving us a talk entitled “Pedal to Paris” and the completion will be - 

something French. A warm welcome is extended to all. 

Julie Sheffield 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Press 
 

For the benefit of those who doubt the power of the press, here is a clip from 

a newspaper: ‘Owing to the overcrowded conditions of our columns, a 

number of births and deaths are unavoidably postponed this week.’ 
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       Update for July 2015 
 

As this goes to press we are still waiting, over one 

year on from its end, for the result of the Public 

Inquiry.  You may have seen recent local press 

reports heralding good news, based on the Tories’ 

promise that no subsidies will be paid to operators of 

new onshore wind turbines.  These were based partly 

on a very short exchange at Prime Minister’s question time on 3
rd

 June, 

which was reported in Hansard thus: 
 

Q10. Glyn Davies (Montgomeryshire) (Con): Does the Prime Minister 

agree that any onshore wind farm proposal not already granted planning 

permission should not expect to receive any public subsidy? 

The Prime Minister: I am very glad to see my hon. Friend back in his place. 

He campaigned very hard on this in the last Parliament, and in our manifesto 

we made it very clear that there should be no more subsidies for onshore 

wind farms. It is time to give local people the decisive say. That is what will 

happen in England; in Wales, obviously, the subsidy regime will be changed 

because it is a reserved issue, so I think that his desire has been met. 
 

An announcement on both the Inquiry and the subsidies was expected shortly 

after this but, as is the way in politics, words are not necessarily so easily 

translated into action.  The Scottish Nationalists (who are particularly pro-

wind) have intervened, as has the wind farm industry, reportedly with threats 

of a legal challenge if expected subsidies are withdrawn.  Government 

lawyers are reportedly accepting that what they are about to do will incur a 

cost, but naturally want to minimise that. 
 

The hope is that, even if the rumoured three wind farms have been 

recommended for approval by the Inspector, they may never be built if the 

subsidies for them are cut or withdrawn entirely.  That would clearly then 

affect whether National Grid proceeds with its scheme across North 

Shropshire and Montgomeryshire. By the time you read this we may well 

know which way the wind blows, so to speak. Meanwhile, the saga of the 

Judicial Review of the Clocaenog windfarm case rumbles on.  Leave to 

appeal was denied by the judge on the case, but an appeal is nevertheless 

being mounted directly to the Appeal Court. 
 

If you want more details the campaign do contact charleswgreen@msn.com 

or tinastamps@hotmail.co.uk (or phone 682213 or 682285).                       27   
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Children’s Page - Fun Facts about Dogs 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In total there are said to be around 400 million dogs in 

the world and they are divided into hundreds of 

different breeds.  

The most popular breed in the world by registered 

ownership is the Labrador due to their gently nature, 

obedience, intelligence and near limitless energy. 

Dogs have such a strong bond to humans that they have 

the nickname “man’s best friend”. 

Humans help train various dog breeds to enter in 

competitions such as breed shows, agility and obedience 

contests, racing, sled pulling and sheep gathering. They 

also assist the blind and disabled, and the police.  

Dogs have superior hearing to humans, capable of hearing 

sounds at four times the distance. They also have a 

remarkable sense of smell and are capable of 

differentiating odours in concentrations nearly 100 million 

times lower than humans can. 

The average lifespan for a dog is around 10-14 years. 

Those involved in dog breeding refer to males as ‘dogs’, 

females as ‘bitches’, dogs younger than a year old as 

‘puppies’ and a group of offspring as a ‘litter’.  

Domestic dogs are omnivores, they feed on a variety of 

foods including grains, vegetables and meats. 
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YOU ARE CORDIALLY 
INVITED TO 

A 
 

STRAWBERRY 

TEA 
at 

WHITTINGTON 

RECORY 

on 

SUNDAY 26
th

 

JULY 

 
Between  

2:30-5:00pm 
 

RAFFLE 

BRING & BUY 

DUCK RACING 

 

 

 

BY DONATION – IN AID OF CHURCH FUNDS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The lunch at The White Lion this month is Tuesday 28
th
 July;  I know I keep 

repeating myself but please remember to contact Val Hayward on 01691 

662434 if you regularly attend the monthly meal and are unable to attend. 

Similarly if you would like to join us for lunch then also give Val a ring to 

reserve a space.  I have to emphasise that if a meal is booked and not 

cancelled by the Friday before it MUST be paid for or the club will be 

charged.  

 

On Monday 1
st
 June nineteen of us travelled by car to the Montgomery canal 

at Maesbury. It was a wet, drizzly day but I think we all enjoyed the horse-

drawn boat ride along the canal; the horse’s name is Cracker and he was well 

photographed.  The trip lasted approximately fifty minutes.  Whilst the first 

eight people went on the ride the remainder of us enjoyed a cup of coffee or 

tea, accompanied by a warm, freshly baked scone with butter, cream and 

jam.  When they returned the rest of us boarded the barge and sat back and 

enjoyed the peaceful countryside; a kingfisher was spotted by one member of 

our party and we saw a mother duck enjoying the rain with her eight 

ducklings.  There were also swallows swooping low over the water; we 

could have been in a different world.  I would just like to thank all those 

members that provided lifts for others without transport. 

 

On Tuesday 9
th
 June twenty-five of us enjoyed a visit from Chris of 

“Grandad Chip” who brought his van to the hall, fired up his fryers and 

served us with fish and chips for our lunch; they were very enjoyable and 

went down a treat – thank you Chris. 

 

We are holding a roast lunch on Tuesday 14
th
 July; if anyone is interested in 

partaking of this meal please ring me on 01691 662236 to reserve a meal; 

once again if the meal is booked it has to be paid for.   

 

Also at the beginning of July Year 6 from the school is coming along to the 

hall for a lunch provided by the club.  If there is any member willing to 

donate a cake or a plate of sandwiches for this occasion could they please 

give me a ring on 01691 662236. 
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WHITTINGTON CE (VA) PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

FRIDAY 10
th

 JULY 2015  
 

 3:15 – 5:15pm 
 

In the School & School Grounds 
 

Enjoy – Hook-a-Duck (everyone’s a winner!) 

Cake Stalls, Face Painting & Tattoos,  

Sweet Stall, Football Games, Ice Cream Man, 

Pimms and Barbecue  

Tombolas for both Adults and Children   

Stands with smaller games for children such as “Pull the String”,  

“Lolly Pick”, “Sweet Cups” AND - Throw the poo into the loo!!  

and much more.... 

 

PLUS everyone’s favourite “Throw the Sponge at the Head Teacher!”  

                              

EVERYONE IS INVITED TO COME ALONG AND ENJOY 
 

In Aid of: “The Friends of Whittington School” 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Spelling 

 

Mitchell, who was just starting school, practised spelling with magnetic 

letters on the refrigerator. “Cat,” “dog,” “dad,” and “mum” had been proudly 

displayed for all to see. One morning Mitchell bounded into the room 

holding three magnetic letters: G-O-D. “Look what I spelled, Mum!” Mitch 

exclaimed, a proud smile on his face. 

“That's wonderful!” said his mother. “Now go put them on the fridge so Dad 

can see when he gets home tonight.” That Sunday School is certainly having 

an impact, she thought, happily.  

Just then, a little voice called from the kitchen. “Mum? How do you spell 

’zilla?”                                                                                                    25 

  

WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS 

Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers 



complement the sport so why not pop along as a spectator, “kick back” and  

enjoy an excellent community event on an (all being well) sunny summer 

Sunday. 

 

The Car Boots continue to be well attended and represent an important part 

of fund raising for the club. The following are Car Boot dates for your diary 

- Friday July 3
rd

, 17
th
 and 31

st
 , August 14

th
 and 31

st
 (Bank Holiday Monday), 

and Friday September 11
th
 . 

 

In terms of bowling competitions we have the Bill Jerman and John Taylor 

Cups to be fought for on 26
th
 July along with the well-attended (and equally 

competitive) Family Cup on 9
th
 August. 

 

For further details and to keep up with club news visit:-  

whitcbc.wordpress.com  
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On Tuesday 28
th
 July we have a visit planned to the British Ironworks near 

Oswestry; this has been organised by Peter Nicholas, a new member of the 

committee.  Once again we are reliant on members with transport offering 

those without a lift.  Could you let me know on 01691 662236 if you would 

like to be included in the visit please?  We will be leaving the village at 1:30 

pm from either The White Lion or the Senior Citizens’ Hall for the tour at 

2:00pm 

 

Dates for the Diary: 

1
st
 July  7:30pm  Whist Drive with light refreshments - £1  

14
th

 July 12:00 noon “School Roast Lunch” in the hall - £5 

28
th

 July  12:00 noon Lunch at the White Lion - £6 

   1:30pm departure for 2:00pm tour of the British Ironworks 

 

Weekly: 

Monday 2:00pm Afternoon Whist - £1 All welcome 

Thursday  10:30am Coffee 

  1:30-3:15pm Line Dancing - £3.50 

 

There is some concern regarding the fluctuating numbers attending the line 

dance classes.  We realise that a number of dancers are enjoying longer 

holidays, particularly during the quieter school term times; and that several 

people have experienced health problems, including Val, who has undergone 

surgery and not been able to attend.  We also realise we are an over fifty’s 

group and many of us have been attending since the class started more than 

nine years ago; but we don’t want to lose the services of Steve who teaches 

the class.  He has been with us now for ten months and he makes the class 

enjoyable and great fun so why not come and join us and give it a go. 

 

Gill Roberts  01691 662236 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Daring students 

 

“I’m tired of this routine existence,” said one university student to his friend. 

“Let’s do something extraordinary, startling, magnificent; something that 

will make our brains whirl and our hearts leap.” 

“Okay,” said his friend. And so they studied. 
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A gesticulation is any movement made by a foreigner  

 

Worship . Friendship . Learning . Worship . Friendship . Learning 

COFFEE & ComPany 
Come & Enjoy 

a 

Cup of Tea or Coffee 

and a chat for an hour or so 
 

in 
 

Whittington Church 

Thursday 23
rd

 July   
 

10:00am – 12:00 noon 
 

All are very welcome 

Entrance is free 

Voluntary Donations to Church 
 

I didn’t say it was your fault, I said I was blaming you 

 



July at Whittington Castle 
 

12
th

 July 9:00 – 12:00 noon Car Boot Sale –  

Cars from 8:30am - £5 per car –  

Sorry NO trade stands  
 

25
th 

– 26
th

 July 10:00am – 4:00pm Multi Period 

   Event - £2 per adult, £1 per child. Living History displays  

  from Medieval, Tudor, World War I and the Home  

  Guard from World War II.  Talks and weapon displays,  

  cookery, medicine, archery and historical boating on the  

  moat with stalls and refreshments on site; an ideal family  

  day out. 
 

The Castle Tearoom welcomes a new Manager, Susan Evans from Ruabon 

who joined the Castle on 10
th
 June.  Susan owned and ran a community 

tearoom in Wrexham for a number of years and Whittington Castle 

Preservation Trust welcomes her to our small team.   We are also looking for 

new volunteers to help her in the tearoom – so if you know of someone who 

can spare a few hours a week then please pop in and say hello or phone 

01691 662500. 

 Sue Ellis, Castle Manager -  Telephone 01691 662500 

E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk  

                                                  Website www.whittingtoncastle.co.uk 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

IN NEED OF FUEL? 
 

A reminder that a new informal way of expressing Christian 

faith has its next meeting on 21
st
 July at 7:30pm in Knockin 

Assembly Rooms.  The Speaker will be the Right Reverend 

Mark Rylands, Bishop of Shrewsbury, and his subject is  

yet to be confirmed at the time of going to press.  
 

This is not a new church denomination, rather a group of 

Christians who are celebrating their faith in God in an 

informal and authentic fashion. Come and see for 

yourselves. 
 

Join us for coffee, cake, worship, prayer and a good speaker 
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HERITAGE WEEKEND SEPTEMBER 2015 
 

‘WHAT’S BEHIND THE DOOR? – 

WHITTINGTON CHURCH PAST & PRESENT’ 
 

This is an opportunity for Whittington church to share with the community 

the full story of just how the church serves the community in so many ways 

throughout our lifetimes. 

 

We are planning a display of the role of the church in the life of the local 

community, past and present, including weddings, baptism and bereavement; 

in more recent times we have introduced Messy Church, Praise and Play and 

Coffee Mornings. The church will be open from 10:00am until 4:00pm on 

Friday 11
th
 and Saturday 12

th
 September.  Refreshments will be available. 

 

We are looking for items to include in the display. Do you have photographs 

or small items to make up displays of the various “services” we provide (e.g. 

photos or mementoes from weddings or christenings – perhaps an old 

wedding dress or christening gown - or newspaper cuttings about special 

services)? Please let Sarah know if you have any suitable items you are 

willing to lend. The event will be stewarded so that your items will be safe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The season is rapidly approaching the half way mark (where does the year 

go!) and both the cricket and bowling at the club are going well. There have 

been some new members within the bowling fraternity which is great to see, 

plus the junior coaching after school on Monday afternoons has turned up a 

few players who are showing real potential.  

 

Notable dates coming up are a combined President’s Day cricket competition 

and bowling for the Boote Cup on Sunday 5
th
 July.  The cricket will be an 

all-day event starting at 11:00am with the bowling commencing at 2:00pm.  

 

There will be a Barbecue, refreshments and a bar throughout the day to  
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Through the Lychgate  

 

ALL IN GOOD TIME 

 

In these busy days we rarely have time on our hands,  

and none to spare; we are always short of it and have none to give.  

 

Modern technology has produced a vast number of methods of telling the 

time of day, or night. We rarely see the gold or silver pocket-watches once 

worn by gentlemen, a common sight for our fathers and grandfathers, tucked 

away in an inside coat or waistcoat pocket, secured by a chain. Will we also 

soon see the disappearance of wrist-watches? 

 

Possibly the oldest timepiece in the village is the church clock with its 

mechanism to strike the hours and chime a bell at quarters of the hour. The 

clock was installed in the tower in 1893 by J.B. Joyce and Company, Clock 

Manufacturers of Whitchurch, to coincide with Queen Victoria’s Diamond 

Jubilee. The estimate for the clock is on file and reads “the whole of the 

work including fixing, carriage by rail, and all other expenses, masons and 

carpenters work, and scaffolding for the sum of £123”; the bill for £112 was 

settled in 1898. 

 

The clock dial is nine feet in diameter, the figures and minutes cut in and 

gilded, the hands made of sheet copper, then gilded and counter-poised. The 

metal bob at the end of the pendulum weighs two hundredweight and is 

wound up and provides the power energy to keep the mechanism turning. 

When new it was to be wound to provide eight days’ timekeeping as the 

weight descended. Accuracy was guaranteed not to vary by more than four 

seconds in a week, and the makers provided cubes of small weights, made of 

zinc and iron, to compensate the pendulum by a few seconds of loss or gain.  

 

Until the Joyce family firm closed down they were responsible for the 

clock’s annual inspection and adjustments; eventually another well-known 

firms, Smiths, purchased the business, and the Whitchurch factory closed.  

 

Malcolm Hurst gave many years long service as the voluntary clock-winder; 

today Tudor  Jones climbs the spiral iron staircase to the bell-chamber to 

wind up that weight; parishioners and all those passing by are constantly 

grateful to him that the clock keeps such good time. 
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OLD GARDENER – JULY TIPS 

 

The roses and herbaceous borders are putting on a great 

floral spectacular at the moment. These plants should 

keep going throughout the month and hopefully a bit 

beyond. 

 

Keep a sharp look-out for some troublesome pests.  

Slugs and snails can be controlled by ambushing them at dusk with a torch 

and a large pot of salty water; harsh, but very ‘green’ and deadly effective.  

Feed your tubs and baskets with a supplementary hit of Miracle Grow or 

Phostrogen at least once a fortnight. This will help your displays in tip top 

condition. Lift and divide irises between now and the start of September. 

Discard knobbly, diseased, damaged and old rhizomes and only replant with 

healthy new ones complete with some fresh and shortened leaves. Ensure the 

rhizomes are proud of the soil surface, in a sunny position and pointing due 

south. Do not feed with excessive nitrogen as this encourages rots/winter 

problems. 

 

In the vegetable garden, plant second cropping potatoes for Christmas in pots 

or bags which can be brought under cover before the first frosts. Pepper 

plants will benefit from being potted on into progressively larger pots. Train 

cucumber stems upwards instead of trailing along the ground, to make the 

most of the space available. Tie in their long stems to vertical wires or a 

wigwam of poles. Nip off the growing tips of courgettes to encourage 

branching; pick them while they are young to encourage more fruit. Pinch 

out tomato side shoots each week; cut off any leaves growing below the 

lowest ripening fruit trusses to improve air circulation and prevent diseases. 

Boost your tomato crop by regularly feeding them with dilute tomato 

fertilizer once a week. If the leaves look pale and yellow feed more 

regularly. Apply a high-potash fertilizer once fruit starts to form on peppers, 

cucumber and tomatoes, on sunflowers too. Pick, dry and freeze herbs. 

Resist the temptation to harvest more rhubarb stems as this will allow the 

plant to build up reserves for next year. Pick runner beans regularly to 

prevent them becoming stringy and to make room for developing pods. 

Harvest beetroot, peas, carrots, chard, salad leaves and potatoes. Water your 

fruit and vegetable crops daily in warm weather, try to ensure that they are 

consistently moist; clear away any diseased and spent foliage around 

vegetable plants to keep them healthy. Check for cabbage white butterfly 

under brassica leaves and squash any that you find.                                   19 

 

 



This month marks the 150
th

 anniversary of The Salvation Army 

 

When The Salvation Army’s founder William Booth was told by his son 

about all the homeless people sleeping on the banks of the Thames, his 

response was simple: ‘Go and do something.’ That was in the middle of the 

nineteenth century and today The Salvation Army’s philosophy is exactly the 

same. Ahead of their time, the Booths took an innovative approach by 

demonstrating their faith by offering practical support to people in need out 

on the streets of London and beyond. As social justice reformers, a large part 

of their focus was on caring for people in a practical way, and to reaching 

out to ‘the poor and destitute.’ The Booths abandoned the conventional 

concept of a church and a pulpit, instead taking their message to the people. 

Their fervour led to disagreement with church leaders in London, who 

preferred traditional methods. As a result, they withdrew from the church 

and travelled throughout England, conducting evangelistic meetings. 

Catherine and William walked the streets of London to preach the gospel of 

Jesus Christ to the poor, the homeless, the hungry, and the destitute. 

 

In 1865, William Booth was invited to hold a series  

of evangelistic meetings in the East End of London.  

He set up a tent in a Quaker graveyard on 2
nd

 July  

and his services became an instant success. This is  

seen as the official start of The Salvation Army and  

proved to be the end of Booth’s wanderings as an  

independent travelling speaker. His renown as a  

religious leader spread throughout London. A radical, William Booth 

believed that charity demeaned the individual and people should be offered a 

‘hand up’ and not ‘hand outs’ to get them back on their feet. At a time when 

women’s place was often seen to be in the home, Catherine Booth was a 

strong proponent of equality for women and fought for women to be able to 

preach in church meetings – persuading William to change his own views - 

with this becoming a key part of The Salvation Army’s official beliefs. 

 

In 1884, The Salvation Army opened a women’s rescue home in 

Whitechapel for those fleeing domestic violence and prostitution. Against a 

backdrop of poor and often dangerous working conditions, in 1891, The 

Salvation Army opened its own match factory in Old Ford, East London. 

Only using harmless red phosphorus, the workers were soon producing six 

million boxes a year. A competitor paid its workers just two pennies a gross  
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(144), while The Salvation Army paid their employees twice that amount. 

The Army also began to be involved in relief work, assisting in times of 

emergency, and disaster. This included the effects of war, with The Salvation 

Army Naval and Military League starting in 1894. 

 

The Salvation Army served at the frontlines in World Wars I and II - 

offering comfort and pastoral support to members of the armed forces. 

During major engagements, the girls worked at the field hospitals and set up 

rest centres for soldiers to write home to loved ones. In the Second World 

War, Salvation Army volunteers worked in mobile canteens to support 

troops in the battles zones across Europe. Salvationists worked in hospitals 

and also held services for allied prisoners in internment camps in Europe and 

the Far East. On the home front, families affected by the Blitz or other 

bombings were supported with clothing, blankets and food.  

 

Today The Army’s emergency response teams still assist at disasters across 

the world. Churches across the UK have emergency response vehicles on 

standby so they can provide teas, coffees, and food to the emergency 

services when out on emergencies. During the floods in the UK last winter, 

many churches assisted the emergency response by providing shelter, 

emergency food, blankets and a listening ear to people as well as providing 

assistance to the emergency services. 

 

150 years ago The Salvation Army found through their work that the main 

issues facing people were: a lack of ability to buy food and clothing; the fear 

of losing their homes; a lack of jobs and employment opportunities; and the 

health and social dangers of a heavy drinking culture. These issues have 

remained the same throughout 150 years, and still today, for many of the 

most vulnerable and marginalised in our communities. The Salvation Army 

is still there carrying on the founders’ work offering practical help, 

unconditional assistance and support to transform lives. 

 

Today, The Salvation Army is active in 126 countries. Each location has 

different challenges, but the adaptive, people-led approach is remarkably 

similar to that of early-day pioneers. As a worldwide Christian church, our 

message is based on the Bible; our motivation is the love of God as revealed 

in Jesus Christ. Inspired by our faith, we engage in a programme of practical 

action to serve the community, to help those who are suffering and in need, 

and to fight for social justice. 
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