WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

PARISH SERVICES

WOMENS INSTITUTE:

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre
Secretary: Mrs Joyce Howard

Tel:656389

SUNDAY SERVICES:
8:00am Holy Communion on 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays
11:00am Parish Communion weekly
6:30pm Holy Communion According to the Book of
Common Prayer on 1st Sunday
6:30pm Evensong on the 3rd Sunday

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:

Chairman: Paul Jones
Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis

Tel:679542
Tel:662500

4:00pm Messy Church on the 2nd Sunday
(No Service in August)

BELL RINGING:

Details from Brian Rothera

Tel:657778

BROWNIES, GUIDES:

6:00-7.15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre
Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere
Tel:624390

RECTOR:

BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen)
2 Heather Bank, Gobowen
Tel:658016
e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com
WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions
Leaders: Dawn and Mandy
Meet in the Community Centre 9am – 3pm

Tel:670127

SENIOR CITIZENS:

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning
All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall
Secretary: Mrs Gillian Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington

Reverend Sarah Burton
e.mail: sarahburton7@gmail.com

Tel:238658

CHURCHWARDENS:

Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington

Tel:670940

Mrs G Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com

Tel:662236

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington
Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington

Tel:656389
Tel:659562

ORGANIST: Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall

Tel:662116

Tel:662236

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE:

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White
Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm. This will now be the
only stop in the village.
CHURCH WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk
SCHOOL WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonschool.co.uk
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WEEKDAYS: 9:30am Holy Communion - Thursday
5:30pm Choir Practice
- Alternate Thursdays

MAGAZINE:
Editor:
Miss A Ward, 4 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington Tel:672838
eaw4@btinternet.com
Distribution:

Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road

Tel:659385

WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL

Executive Headteacher: Mandy Jones
e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk

Tel:662269
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CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY:

Mr Andy Cawthray - email: WhitCBC@gmail.com
July 2016
5 Days in Assisi
In May Richard and I spent 5 days in Assisi exploring the stories
of St. Francis in some of the places where they happened. This
was a very special few days for us, St. Francis was a remarkable
and charismatic figure and visiting places where the events of his
life took place really brought them alive. We were even able to
see objects related to his life such as his old tattered robe, and a
horn believed to have been presented to him by the Sultan of
Egypt - Francis had travelled to Egypt hoping to stop the
crusades by converting the Sultan.
The image of St. Francis preaching to the animals is a familiar one but there
was much more to this inspirational man. He was born in 1182, the son of a
wealthy Italian cloth merchant and his French wife. As a young man he
enjoyed a privileged life and had a reputation for knowing how to enjoy himself and aspired to become a knight. However, following his brief encounter
with the horrors of war - he was soon captured and spent a year in prison –
Francis was a changed man. His life became increasingly focused on
Christian faith and he found a new sympathy for the poorest in society. He
committed himself to a radically simple way of life inspired by the gospel.

Tel:657178
07581 710523

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:

Richard Beaman

Tel:659166

CRICKET SECRETARY:

Trina Lewis – email: lewisbtkr@aol.com

Tel:774406
07968 844341

BOWLING SECRETARY:

Eileen Sinker

Tel:770212

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY:

Mrs Kath Griffiths

Tel:662116

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON
AND WEST FELTON

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG
e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk
Tel:650488
WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Mrs A. S. Cowley, “Pear Tree” Cottage, Treflach Oswestry
(Clerk to the Council) – Held the fourth Tuesday in the month
ascowley.whitpc@sky.com
www.whittingtonpc.wordpress.com

All of this was something of a challenge to Francis’ parents. Not only had
their son turned his back on the family business but he was making use of the
family wealth to give generously to the poor and towards renovation of local
churches. This led to a public show down before all the townspeople in the
piazza at the centre of Assisi. Francis’ father demanded repayment of all the
money the young man had donated so freely and Francis responded by
stripping naked, handing his clothes to his father and renouncing his
hereditary rights.

SHROPSHIRE YOUTH SERVICE

Many people thought Francis had gone mad, but some were attracted to the
simplicity and sincerity of his new life and gradually others joined him in his
2

WEDDING SECRETARY

Rural Mobile visits the village on Tuesday 6:15pm – 8:00pm
Bus parks opposite the “Premier” Shop, Whittington.
Open to young people between the ages of 13 – 20 yrs.
Contact: Wendy Stockton, Shropshire Council Youth Worker.

Tel:659496

Tel:654175

BAPTISM SECRETARY

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk
Mrs Gill Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington

Tel:681036

Tel:662236
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resort hotels have been developed on the island, but this has not interfered
with the natural beauty or abundant flora and fauna, or its reputation as being
as close to the Garden of Eden as one can get.

way of life, with many others offering support. This was the beginning of the
worldwide Franciscan movement.

Life on La Digue Island is much slower, La Passe is the only real settlement
on the island and life here clings to Creole traditions more than other islands.
Tourists can buy fresh fish direct from fishermen on the quayside, play dominoes late into the night at local bars, or
accompany residents to church wearing Sunday best; the main
mode of transportation is the slow-moving ox cart. Forty percent of the island is devoted to nature reserves, enjoying the
protection of National Park status. Most of the island’s
population lives on the low eastern plateau, with the rest given
over to local flora and fauna (like the Seychelles Paradise Flycatcher and the Aldabra Giant Tortoise). Visitors can enjoy
climbing Eagle’s Nest Mountain, take a bicycle tour of the jungle, or
horseback riding on the L’Union Estate.

Such was Francis’s impact during his lifetime that efforts to preserve places
and things connected with him began soon after his death, resulting in a
wealth of pilgrim sites. Quite what St. Francis would have made of this is
hard to imagine, but I was very glad to have had the opportunity to join the
stream of pilgrims who have made their way to Assisi over the last eight
hundred years. Recalling the stories of Frances in the places where they
happened, and seeing how his life has inspired so many others in so many
different ways through the ages, gave ample opportunity for personal
reflection on the value of my own faith. As we journeyed we were
accompanied by a very helpful book on the spirituality of St. Francis: ‘Eager
to love – the Alternative Way of Francis of Assisi’ by Richard Rohr. At the
beginning of the book, Rohr writes: ‘Francis’s genius was that he was ready
for absolute “newness” from God, and therefore could also trust fresh and
new attitudes in himself. His God was not tired, and so he was never tired.
His God was not old, so Frances remained forever young.’

Whether you come to dive among the more than eight hundred species of
fish, marvel at flocks of colourful birds flitting among rare jungle trees, soak
up the equatorial sun on silver sands or to cement your marriage vows, the
Seychelles archipelago will impress as being just about as close to paradise
as it is possible to get on Earth.

We are now well into summer – a time when many of us take holidays, I
hope you will find your own opportunities for refreshment and renewal over
the summer.

Blessings,

Sarah
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colourful houses there is also a cathedral and a clock tower built as a copy of
the one housing Big Ben in London. The century-old National Botanical
Gardens at the south end of Victoria covers 15 acres and is planted with a
wide variety of indigenous and exotic trees, including the Seychelles islands’
unique ‘coco de mer’ palms, and an orchid garden is also particularly lovely.
DIARY
1

3:00pm

Whittington Senior Citizen’s Strawberry Tea at
Whittington Castle; further details on pages 7-8

2

08:00am

The July Prayer Breakfast to support the Schools
Christian Project Worker, will be held at All Saints
Church, Trefonen; if you would like attend please
telephone Lynn Carroll on 01691 -659385 by
Wednesday 29th June

3

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY – ST THOMAS
11:00am
6:30pm

Parish Communion
Holy Communion According to the Book of Common
Prayer

9:30am

Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

6

7:30pm

Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens’ Hall with light
refreshments - £1

7

9:30am

Holy Communion

10

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

5

12

4

8:00am
11:00am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion

9:30am

Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel

12:00noon

Whittington Senior Citizens have a “School Lunch”
in the Senior Citizens’ Hall; further details on pages
7-8

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

Step back into the days of buccaneers at the Seychelles National Museum of
History, where exhibits include a range of interesting objects from shipwreck salvage, coral, voodoo dolls and old household objects to items that
belonged to well-known pirates in days of yore. The museum also holds the
oldest known map of the Seychelles, which dates back to 1517.
Guided tours are offered from Victoria harbour to
the St Anne National Marine Park, which covers six
islands off the coast of Victoria. The islands
included in the park are Ste Anne, Ile Moyenne, Ile
Ronde, Ile Longue, Ile Cachee and Ile aux Cerfs; the
park encompasses one of the most important nesting
sites for Hawksbill turtles, and glass bottomed boat trips and sunset cruises
are available; many make the trip for their wedding photos.
With crystal clear waters and wonderful underwater reefs, wrecks, boulders
and sea life it is no surprise that one of the main activities in the Seychelles
is exploring this underwater world. The islands have a selection of dive sites
ranging from those suitable for snorkellers and novice divers through to
those preferred by experienced scuba enthusiasts. Highlights include the
wreck of the Royal Navy tanker Ennerdale, the grey reef sharks off Marianne
Island, and the spectacular coral life around The Sisters, Trompeuse and the
remoter Outer Islands; expect Whale Sharks, granite formations, soft and
hard corals, turtles and Giant Stingrays, to name just a few highlights.
Apart from Mahé two other islands are popular. Praslin lies twenty one miles
off Mahé, and can be reached either by boat or plane. The island’s favourite
beach is Anse Lazio but the entire island is ringed with beautiful secluded
beaches, sporting coral reefs and crystal clear waters. Praslin is known for
being the almost exclusive home of the rare ‘coco de mer’ palm, that
produces the world's largest nut (Visitors to Mahé can see examples at the
National Botanical Gardens.) Ornithologists will glimpse some of the
world’s rarest birds, like the black parrot and fruit pigeon. Several large
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TRAVELLER’S TALES

13

9:30am

Whittington Church of England School service in
Church

2:00pm

Whittington Church of England School ‘New
Starters’ service in Church

9:30am

Holy Communion

7:00pm

Whittington Women’s Institute has an “Open”
meeting at the Stonehouse Brewery, Weston.

15

3:15-5:15pm

Friends of Whittington School Summer Fair in aid
of the school; further details on page 14

17

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

SEYCHELLES
The beautiful Seychelles islands are regularly credited as one of the most
romantic destinations in the world. In all there are one hundred and fifteen
islands but only three of them are on the general tourist route. The mile-long
beach encircling beautiful Beau Vallon Bay on the northern coast of Mahé
Island is the most popular beach resort area whilst the beach at Anse Source
d’Argent on La Digue has been voted among the top beaches in the world
numerous times. Most of the local population (known as Seychellois) live on
the main island Mahé, around the capital Victoria; they are an eclectic mix of
the descendants of freed African slaves, Arab, Indian and Chinese traders,
and British and French settlers and seafarers who go about their business
speaking a Creole patois. The weather is constantly hot and humid, with an
average annual temperature of 84°F (29°C), and the average sea temperature
is the same, seldom dropping below 81°F (27°C); the heat usually pleasantly
tempered by sea breezes. The islands lie outside of the hurricane belt, so
storms are rare, but tropical rains fall during January and February. It is easy
to escape the showers though, because it can be sunny on one side of an
island while it rains on the other. The best time to visit depends on the
desired activities. It is slightly windier between May and September, making
this the ideal time to visit for those wanting to sail or enjoy other wind-based
sports; whereas the best time of year for scuba diving and snorkelling is
April and May or October and November, when visibility is at its best.
Forming the backbone of Mahé is Morne Seychellois National Park which
takes up more than twenty percent of the island. The park stretches from
coastal mangrove forests to misty mountain peaks, but contains no
settlements (apart from the ruins of old cinnamon distilleries). Dominating
the landscape is Morne Seychellois, at 2,970 feet the highest peak on the
island. The national park has a network of twelve well-marked hiking trails
covering just over nine miles and traversing truly beautiful landscapes.
Having the dubious honour of being the smallest capital city in the world,
Victoria is charming and quaint, and is easily explored on foot. There is a
busy market Monday to Saturday where local crafts are on sale along with
fish, fruit and vegetables. A hint of the French and British colonial history is
reflected in buildings like the courthouse and main post office. Among the
32

14

11:00am
6:30pm

Parish Communion
Evensong

4:00pm

Whittington and West Felton Church Family
Barbecue at Whittington Rectory; further details on
page 9

18

LAST DAY for magazine material for the August edition of the
“Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, 4 Rosehill
Avenue, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com

19

9:30am

Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel

21

9:30am

Holy Communion

10:00am-12:00noon Coffee Morning in church; further details on
page 13
1:30pm

22

Whittington Church of England School Year 6
leavers service in church
Whittington Church of England School breaks for
the Summer Holiday
5

24

NINETH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8:00am
11:00 am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion

9:30am

Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel

12:00noon

Whittington Senior Citizens Monthly Lunch
at the White Lion; further details on pages 7-8

28

9:30am

Holy Communion

31

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

26

8:00am
11:00am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
ADVANCE NOTICE

AUGUST
8:30am onwards Oswestry and District Agricultural Society 131st
Annual Show at the Show Ground, Park Hall
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Extracts from the Parish Registers
for the month of May 2016
6

HOLY BAPTISM
“We welcome you into the Lord’s Family”
15th May 2016

Jack Albert Turner
of Meadow Drive, Gobowen

Communicants for the month………206
Attendance for the month………...…..300
Never miss an opportunity to make others happy,
even if you have to leave them alone in order to do it.
6

Play Area: It was noted that because petty vandalism is taking place that
some of the equipment will need to be removed.
Garden of Remembrance: It was noted that the Cherry Tree is recovering
after the damage inflicted by the fire.
Whittington Castle: It was reported that recent activities at the Castle have
gone really well.
Areas of Concern: 1. It was reported that the sign for Oswestry Road is now
missing
2. It was reported that some of the perimeter fencing around the BT complex
on Burma Road had fallen down.
3. Concerns were raised about the access to the Penrhos development and it
was suggested that a pavement needs to be installed.
Date and time of the next meeting: The next Parish Council Meeting will
be at 7:30pm on Tuesday 28th June 2016 in the Senior Citizens’ Hall.
Paul Thompson-Lawrence
(This article is a brief outline of the main discussion points for the
Whittington Parish Council meeting and does not represent a formal record.
For an official copy of the minutes please contact the Parish Clerk or look on
the Parish Website www.shrop.net/WhitPC)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Four worms - A minister decided that a visual demonstration would add
emphasis to his Sunday sermon. Four worms were placed into four separate
jars. The first worm was put into a container of alcohol. The second worm
was put into a container of cigarette smoke. The third worm was put into a
container of chocolate syrup. The fourth worm was put into a container of
good clean soil.
At the conclusion of the sermon, the Minister reported the following results:
The first worm in alcohol . . . dead; the second worm in cigarette smoke . .
.dead; third worm in chocolate syrup . . . dead; fourth worm in good clean
soil . . . alive. So the minister asked his congregation, “What did you learn
from this demonstration?” There was silence, until one farmer at the back
hazarded: “As long as you drink, smoke and eat chocolate, you won't have
worms?”
31

Police community Support Officers:
PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes - 07792 774 047; PCSO 60218 Cara Fairly
Local Police Officer – PC 3718 Kate Le’Clere – 07792 774 024
Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and partners to identify,
tackle and solve issues that matter to the community where you live. Thanks
to an investment in mobile tablet style computers, officers will be asked to
spend more time on patrol, on the street and in neighbourhoods. Officers will
continue to come to people when they need them and provide a high quality
service; however you can contact us - in person (on the street, at community
bases and at partners and communities together [PACT] meetings), on the
phone or online.
Planning: 16/01695/TCA – The Chestnuts, Station Road, Whittington,
Oswestry, SY11 4BN – Notification of proposed works to include crown
reduce by 1.2 meters: reduce stem by 2-3 meters of one Red Horse Chestnut
tree within the Whittington Conservation Area
6/01833/FUL – Erection of extension to Oswestry Boys and Girls Club
changing facilities and Club House – Park Hall Playing Fields, Park Green
Close, Whittington.
Planning Permission Granted: None Recorded
Payments: The Council discussed the details of new Grounds Maintenance
Contractors, Bibby Factors Northwest.
2015/16 Financial Year End (appendix A to agenda): The Clerk advised
that the Annual Return had been completed by the Internal Auditor and is
being sent to the External Auditors Mazars.
Annual Parish Meeting 10th May 2016: The completed Parish Plan was
presented by Mr Ian Johnson at the Annual Parish Meeting and is now live.
The ‘Men in Sheds’ presented an update on their venture and advised that
their membership number is growing.
Footway Lighting: The Council Policy on lighting needs to be finalised and
work is in progress.
30

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The Rector and Trustees of the Friends of St John the Baptist acknowledge
the following donations:Donations totalling £450.80 in memory of Ann Harries Jones from her
family and friends
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
THANK YOU
Following my 70th birthday celebration donations of
£250 were received for the Stroke Association
Research Project. I would like to thank all those
friends who kindly donated to this cause.
Nora Brunt
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
NOT QUITE FOUR SCORE...
I’ve not quite made it, and I intend being out of the country with my close
family for the actual day in August. But I want to have a lunch party on July
10th, for anyone from Church who would like to come. It's not a fund raiser
and believe it or not, there won’t be a raffle. But space is limited and there is
only room for sixty altogether, including my family. There will be a list in
Church on Sunday June 26th, and again, if it’s not already full, on July 3rd.
My nephew and his wife, who are in the catering business, are doing all the
food, but if you’re coming and would like to bring something to drink bottled water, fruit juice, beer or wine, that would be appreciated. I hope to
see you on the 10th.
Philip Crowe

WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers
Our monthly lunch at the White Lion will be on Tuesday 26th July; as a
regular please let Val Hayward know if you do NOT wish to be included in
this event; her number is 01691 662434. Please also give Val a ring if you
are a new-be and would like to join this sociable occasion, the cost is £7.50.
7

The line dancing class is still being enjoyed on Thursday afternoons; it is still
not too late to come along and partake of some light exercise and plenty of
fun. The class starts at 1:30pm and continues until 3:15pm, with a short
break after an hour. The cost is £3.50 and we have a raffle. A Whist Drive
is held in the hall on the first Wednesday in the month at 7:30pm, and a
weekly session is held on Monday afternoons at 2:00. To which both
beginners and experienced players are all welcome. IT classes are available
on Tuesday mornings from 9:30 – 11:30am; these are organised by North
Shropshire College.
The hall is available for hire for parties, meetings etc and the charge is £10
per hour.
Twenty nine members and friends visited Bridgemere Garden Centre on
Tuesday 14th June; the cost of the coach was paid for from club funds.
st

We have booked a strawberry tea at The Castle on Friday 1 July and once
again we will require names of those wishing to partake, please ring me on
01691 662236. The cost of the tea will be £5.50 each and there will also be a
raffle. There will be a school roast lunch to enjoy on Tuesday 12th July at 12
noon; once again please let me know if you wish to order a lunch as we have
to let the school know how many to cater for and are required to pay for any
meal ordered. The cost of this will be £5 which will include lunch, a cup of
tea or coffee and a raffle ticket.
We are thinking of running a coach to Welshpool for a trip on the Welshpool
and Llanfair Light Railway. This will be Tuesday 6th September and once
again the coach will be free but the train journey will need to be paid for at
a cost of £6.50 per person for a group in excess of ten people; please let me
know if you are interested in going on this trip.
Do please come along and attend the coffee mornings held every

Thursday morning where homemade cake and scones are available
together with the coffee and biscuits.
We are still open to suggestions for some form of entertainment or a trip out,
so do please contact one of the committee members with your ideas; Val on
662434; Sue on 650831; Frances on 662366 and Veronica on 680980.
Gillian Roberts (01691 662236)
8

Whittington Parish Council News,
Meeting held on 24th May 2016
There were seven Parish Councillors, three members of the public and the
Clerk at the meeting.
Appointment of Chairman: Councillor Greg Hickman was elected as Chair
of the Council for the coming year and Jill Whitby as Vice Chair.
Public Participation: 1. A member of the public advised Councillors that
the grass verge opposite her house was not now being cut and it looked
unsightly. The Parish Council will follow this up with Shropshire Council as
it is not the Parish Council’s responsibility.
2. Two members of the public raised concerns regarding the traffic using
Top Street; they advised that cars, minibuses, private school buses, local
taxis and other vehicles were using this narrow road as a cut through; they
are driving too fast along this narrow road which is of restricted width and
has parked cars. The Parish Council will write to Shropshire Council raising
the resident’s concerns.
Matters Arising: A Councillor reported that the portable goal-posts are still
being used by children on the ‘green space’ at the Wingate Housing Estate,
Park Hall. The Clerk will again raise this with the Housing Association.
Community Police Incident Report April 2016: The items relevant to
Whittington were as follows:Anti-Social Behaviour and Nuisance: Two incidents, one of a youth on the
railway track and the other of a male being a nuisance at Three Trees.
Public Order: One incident of affray as a result of a neighbourhood dispute
in Park Crescent, Park Hall.
Burglary (Dwelling): One incident of attempted burglary in Park Crescent,
Park Hall.
Theft: One incident of the theft of a fixed CCTV camera at the Caravan
Park, Park Hall.
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ANSWERS TO JUNE’S QUIZ
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
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Starfish
Adult
Tadpole
Colour
Skin
Venom
Africa
Bat
Grizzly
Caribou
Seven
Insects
Grey, red
Cheetah
Scottish
Blue
Man
Trees
Chihuahua
Yes
Horn
Tiger
Goat
Kangaroo
Two
Panther
Earthworms
China
Elk
Dams
Bones
Camel
Dodo
Tasmania
Bat
Dog
Omnivore

Miss Beatrix Potter – 150 years on
Helen Beatrix Potter, whose illustrated
children’s books have sold in their millions, was
born on 28th July 1866 in Kensington, London.
Her family never sent their daughter to school
and as a result of this she had few friends as a
child and was reticent in company, though a
sharp observer of both people and nature.
She was remarkably talented in words and
drawing, as well as in natural science, but she
was a disappointment to her mother, who had
hoped for a more conventional daughter. However she was always close to her governess,
Annie Moore, and her illustrated letters to
Moore’s children, particularly her son Noel,
were the basis of the animal books.
The first to be published, in 1902 (after a
private printing of 250 the previous year), was
The Tale of Peter Rabbit, and others followed
quickly. Today The Complete Tales of Beatrix
Potter, twenty three in all, still enthrall children
with stories of Peter Rabbit, Squirrel Nutkin,
Mrs Tiggy-Winkle and Jemima Puddle-Duck.
The success of Potter’s books, coupled with her
shrewdness as a business woman, enabled her to
buy land in the Lake District where she
eventually lived with her husband William
Heelis until her death in 1943. Beatrix has been
credited among other things with helping to
save the traditional Herdwick sheep from
extinction. She left her land, including fifteen
farms and four thousand acres, to the National
Trust, and it is as much her legacy as the stories.

You are invited to

Whittington and West Felton
Church Family Barbecue
4:00pm Sunday 17 July at Whittington Rectory
Jamie Ward’s sausages and
burgers, with home-made salads
and desserts.
Soft drinks, tea and coffee
provided
(You are welcome to bring your own wine or beer)
Outdoor games and activities for all ages
You do not need tickets but please let Sarah and
Richard know if you hope to come so that we have an
idea of how many to cater for (01691 238658). There
is no charge but we will be inviting donations on the
day, to help us cover costs. Offers of salads and
desserts would also be welcome.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
When the Vicar won Wimbledon
“Lawn Tennis,” wrote J.B. Priestley, “is a name with the mildest
associations. It suggests a companion pastime to croquet, a late-Victorian
thing, bright with petticoats and delicately clouded with curates.”
So it seemed with the development of Wimbledon’s All England Lawn
Tennis Club from its beginnings in 1869 as a Croquet Club, at which
“Gentlemen are requested not to play in their shirt sleeves when ladies are
9

present.” However with the addition of tennis courts to the grounds the new
game gained ascendency, and the first Wimbledon Tennis Championships
took place in 1877.
It was at the third tournament of 1879 that the Rev J.T. Hartley, a Shropshire
born man and by then Vicar of Burneston in Yorkshire, won the All-Comers
Gentlemen’s Singles out of an entry of forty-five competitors after paying an
entrance fee of one guinea, but not without some obstacles to overcome.

On the middle Sunday of the tournament, he was obliged to dash back to
Yorkshire to conduct his three Sunday services, not having expected to be
still in the tournament. Then one of his parishioners took a turn for the worse
so he sat with him into the early hours of Monday morning, administering
the last rites as he slowly passed away. Job done he collected some
sandwiches from his wife, Alice, rode on horseback to Thirsk station, caught
an express to King’s Cross, hailed a cab to Waterloo station from where he
caught a slow train to Wimbledon, changing into his tennis gear in the
carriage. He arrived in the nick of time to play in the semi-final but,
obviously out of breath, lost the first set. But God moves in mysterious ways
and the heavens opened and play was suspended. After the rain break, a
refreshed Hartley won the next three sets 6-0, 6-1, 6-1 and reached the final.
In the final he played against Vere St Leger Goold. When asked in later life
if he recalled this opponent, he said: “Yes, he was an Irish gentleman, named
St Leger. He was a pleasant, typical Irish gentleman of some refinement.”
The flamboyant Irishman, who had spent the Wimbledon fortnight
10

21st JULY 1946 BREAD AND FLOUR RATIONING IS INTRODUCED
The Food Minister’s announcement was described as “one of the gravest I
have ever heard in time of peace” by Mr. Churchill, who demanded that
figures of stocks and movements of cereals should be produced by the
Government to justify “this extreme measure.”
The scheme was a complicated one with
seven different categories of different
types of workers and children of different
ages; ordinary adults were allowed nine
ounces of bread per day, part of which
could be taken in flour, cakes or scones.
Allowances to catering establishments
were restricted, but there were special
provision for industrial canteens and for
the packed-meal schemes for workers in
heavy manual jobs.
The National Register for rationing had been set up in September 1939 when
identity cards were issues. In January 1939 bacon, ham, sugar and butter
were the first items to be rationed; followed by meat in March and tea,
margarine, cooking fats and cheese in July of the same year. Then in March
1941 jam, marmalade, treacle and syrup were added to the list; followed by
the distribution of eggs in the June; control on the distribution of milk in the
November with National dried milk being introduced the following month;
and in July 1942 sweets were added to the list.
But bread and flour were added after the war had ended, caused in part by
the country’s wheat crop having been ruined by continual rain. It was also
the first to come off rationing, but not until July 1948. The last item, meat,
came off the list in June 1954.
Nor were we alone, the United States, flowing with milk and honey and the
rest, was also short of bread. President Truman told American housewives
that if they found it hard to buy a loaf of bread they ought to be pleased
because “the loaf of bread and the bag of flour they do not buy means that
much more for hungry children abroad.” There they had bodyguards around
baker’s vans to prevent attacks from angry housewives.
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH
STRAWBERRY ICE CREAM
With fresh English strawberries coming into season what could be better
than making your own fresh ice cream to enjoy on a warm summer’s
evening. It makes a little fruit go a long way and is best prepared the day
before.
Ingredients for 6

½ lb strawberries
3oz icing sugar
Squeeze lemon juice
¼ pint double cream
¼ pint single cream
Garnish – 6-8 large strawberries

Hull and wash the strawberries in a colander, drain them thoroughly and cut
them into small pieces. Put them in the liquidiser, with the sieved sugar and
lemon juice; (alternatively, rub the strawberries through a fine sieve and add
the sugar and lemon juice to the purée).
Whisk the two creams until thick, but not stiff; blend this well into the
strawberry purée.
Spoon the strawberry mixture into a plastic freezer container, cover with a
lid and leave to freeze for 12 hours.
One or two hours before serving, remove the ice cream from the freezing
compartment and thaw slightly in the refrigerator.
Spoon the ice cream into individual glasses and decorate with slices of fresh
strawberries.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Crooked Politicians - The editor of a small country newspaper, furious over
several government bills that had recently been passed, printed a scathing
editorial with an enormous headline: “HALF THE LEGISLATORS ARE
CROOKS.”
Many local politicians were outraged and exerted tremendous pressure on
him to print a retraction. He finally gave in to the pressure and ran his
apology with the headline: “HALF OF OUR LEGISLATORS ARE NOT
CROOKS.”
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Those who are too smart to engage in politics are punished by
being governed by those who are dumber – Plato

socialising enthusiastically, flashed into the net while the vicar remained
soberly on the baseline, perfecting a new stroke – the lob – which won him
the title, 6-2, 6-4, 6-2. Rev Hartley returned to North Yorkshire with the
twelve guineas first prize and a silver cup worth twenty-five guineas.
Rev Hartley returned to Wimbledon in 1880 and successfully defended his
title. In 1881 he reached his third successive final but was up against
William Renshaw, inventor of the violent overhead smash stroke who made
mincemeat of the vicar’s clever, but delicate, lob, winning 6–0, 6–1, 6–1 in
36 minutes; which is still the quickest Wimbledon final.
Many of the early players were highly idiosyncratic. In 1907 the Irishman
Goold, and his wife, beheaded a wealthy Swedish widow, putting her
headless body into a trunk and carried it – and her fortune – to the tables of
Monte Carlo where they expected to clean up. Instead, the gendarmes
followed a trail of blood to their hotel room and Goold became the only
Wimbledon champion to be convicted of murder. In the 1921 quarter-finals
Randolph Lycett was playing Zenzo Shimidzu on one of the hottest days in
memory. During the third set Lycett had to be revived with gin every time he
changed ends. In the fifth set, muzzy and staggering, he ordered a bottle of
Champagne to be brought out onto the Centre Court, and he consumed the
last drop of it as the umpire called, “Shimidzu leads by nine games to eight
in the final set.” The gallery hardly knew whether to object or sympathise
when Lycett dropped his racket, and then on hands and knees crawled round
in search of it. To most people’s relief, Shimidzu won the match.
TodayNovak Djokovic, as world’s Number One, leads a dazzling array of
players who - almost universally - see Wimbledon as ‘the big W’ - that can
seemingly make a man or woman immortal.
Richard Bewes
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Talk talk - Teacher: Harold, what do you call a person who keeps on talking
when people are no longer interested?
Harold: A teacher.
Economy - The wife of a banker asked him why he seemed a bit down. He
replied: “I’m a walking economy! My hairline is in recession, my stomach is
a victim of inflation, and both of these together are putting me into a deep
depression.”
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WHITTINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
Do you know your comfrey from your plantain? Well members of
Whittington WI do after listening to plantswoman Barbara Molesworth at
their June monthly meeting. Naming her talk “Plants with Attitude”, Barbara
had brought a multitude of plants to explain their special peculiarities,
purposes and needs.
The ‘Whittington Castle Violet’, a pink flowering variety; the double
flowering Elizabethan primrose used in the seventeenth century for
crystallization; Silybum Marianum, the Blessed Thistle, used as a love
potion and aforementioned comfrey, also known as Knit Bone, as its leaves
were used to make a poultice to aid the recovery of broken bones.
Barbara’s knowledge was unending. To attract bees to your garden, follow
the advice of the Royal Horticultural Society and grow catmint. During
wartime, damsons were widely grown in this area and used to make khaki
dye for army uniforms. Every member left having learnt something new.
Sandy Wilson gave a heartfelt vote of thanks.

horses from small Shetland ponies to massive Shire horses. Favourites with
children include the cavies, rabbits, pigeons, goats, ducks and geese. There is
also the Horticultural Marquee to enjoy, full of the scent and colour of
wonderful floral displays alongside top-class specimens of home produced
fruits and vegetables. Don’t forget to pop into the WI Pavilion to admire the
many home skills on display, painting, embroidery, knitting and of course
cooking!
Hundred of trade stands throughout the Showground offer everything from a
new tractor, or the latest model of motor car, to a pair of shoes or new gadget
you simply must have to something to eat for your lunch. Admire the Grand
Parade of all that is the Best in Show, the sheep shearing competition, the
vintage car and motorcycle display, the Young Farmers Club competitions,
the Funfair and Model Steam Railway track; in the Main Ring there will be
displays by Bob Hogg with his Sheepdogs and Duck and the White Helmets,
the Royal Signals Motorcycle Display Team.
Morhys of Rosehill
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

JULY at Whittington Castle

Prior to the talk, business matters were discussed. The recent coffee morning
at the home of Jo Goodall had raised £103.50 for WI funds. President Glenys
Brind gave an update on the Whittington Vintage Fair which is to be held on
the 29th August at Whittington Castle. She suggested that our Institute have a
jam stall and it was hoped that every member would contribute two jars of
homemade jam. From the County Newsletter it was noted that the Shropshire
Federation is now on Facebook. The theme for the 2018 Calendar is
‘Agricultural Shropshire’. The Secretary read out a letter from County Office
regarding the ‘Save Denman’ appeal fund.

10th July

A letter of thanks was received from Paul Crosby of Derwen College for the
WI Group’s support of the College’s recent Summer Fete. Group members’
‘Mystery Parcels’ stall had raised £171.00. Five lucky members won plants
which were donated as raffle prizes by our speaker. The competition, ‘A
Single Bloom’ was won by Susan Barclay with Vanessa Bromley and Kath
Griffiths coming second and third respectively. Members were reminded that
the July meeting will be an ‘open’ one when they and their friends will be
able to taste the delights of the Stonehouse Brewery.

This year we have Norman, War of the Roses, Tudor, First World
War, Second World War, Roman trade stand and Viking trade stand;
living history camps, talks and weapon displays–fun for all the family.

Joyce Howard
12

17th July

30th/31st

11:30am-2:30pm Vintage Car Display
on the front lawn
9:00am-12:00 noon – Car Boot Sale –
£5 per car – Sorry NO trade stands –
No cars before 08:30am, no need to
book all enquiries to 01691 662500
10:00am-4:00pm each day Multi-Period Re-enactment and
Living History Weekend. From Normans to World War II –
£2 per Adult and £1 per child entrance fee.

Sue Ellis, Castle Manager Telephone 01691 662500
E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Taking Jesus - A Sunday School teacher asked her class why Joseph and
Mary took Jesus with them to Jerusalem. A small child replied: “They
couldn’t get a baby sitter.”
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Through the Lychgate
Any day in the working week while walking through
the village, lorry drivers or express delivery van
drivers may stop and seek your advice on a direction
to Park Hall. Of course there is no Park Hall, the black and white half
timbered mansion built around 1571, was accidently burnt down when a fire
broke out in the chapel of the hall just before midnight on Boxing Day 1918.
The house was occupied by army personnel as the estate had been an army
training base since 1914, and the hall was also home to a military hospital
with eight hundred and sixty six beds.
Now Park Hall is a very busy area of the parish, providing many homes and
lots of businesses with premises, along with Oswestry Rugby Club, The
Venue and TNS Stadium, Park Hall Farm Experience, Shropshire Council
Roads and Highways plant, Oswestry Boys and Girls Football Club and the
Oswestry and District Agricultural Society Showground.
While the Whittington Parish Plan acknowledged that numerous events are
staged at the Showground, just over sixty per cent of the one hundred and
seventy six survey replies suggested that more use could be made of the
Showground. Readers may be surprised to learn just how busy the
Showground, which covers thirty seven acres and has three large pavilions,
is. It hosts a variety of events at weekends such as Antique and Collectors
Fairs, VW Bus Type Shows, an Annual Vintage Vehicle and Steam Rally
and Craft Fair, Caravan Club get-togethers and Pony Club events and private
events such as balls, dinners and weddings; indeed weekend bookings are
often difficult to get. Nor is it just busy at the weekend because during the
week there other activities taking place such as off-road buggy car races, dog
obedience and training classes, indoor bowls, small livestock and poultry
shows and sales along with conferences and meetings.
Along with the Oswestry Town Mayor, Councillor Paul Martin and
Mayoress Many Whittaker, why not come and join Show President, Gary
Hughes, and thousands of visitors for a day out at the Showground on
Saturday 6th August when the Oswestry and District Agricultural Society
will be holding its one hundred and thirty first Annual Show, one of the
largest one day shows in the country. A day out for both town and country
folk with a display of some of the finest livestock in cattle and sheep, and
24
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COFFEE & ComPany
Come & Enjoy
a
Cup of Tea or Coffee
and a chat for an hour or so
in

Whittington Church
Thursday 21st July
10:00am – 12:00 noon

All are very welcome
Entrance is free
Voluntary Donations to Church
Faith Exploration/Confirmation Preparation
It’s not too late to join our weekly discussions about Christian faith –
for people who would like to explore faith or who are considering
confirmation.
Discussions for adults take place on
Wednesday evenings at Whittington Rectory
Confirmation preparation for young people
in Year 6 or above is on Tuesday evenings
5:00pm-6:00pm at Whittington Rectory
If you would be interested in joining these discussions, please contact Sarah,
sarahburton7@gmail.com, 01691 238658
Only those who do not desire power are fit to hold it. - Plato
13

WHITTINGTON CE (VA) PRIMARY SCHOOL

around the time of the Queen’s Golden Jubilee.
Many of the words in the hymn are true for the Queen herself, as she
celebrated her 90th birthday last month. She does indeed thank God ‘for the
years your love has kept and guided, urged and inspired us, cheered us on
our way’...

FRIDAY 15th JULY 2015
3:15 – 5:15pm
In the School & School Grounds
Enjoy – Hook-a-Duck (everyone’s a winner!)
Cake Stalls, Face Painting & Tattoos,
Sweet Stall, Football Games, Ice Cream Man,
Barbecue
Tombolas for both Adults and Children
Stands with smaller games for children such as “Pull the String”,
“Lolly Pick”, “Sweet Cups” AND much more....
PLUS everyone’s favourite “Throw the Sponge at the Head Teacher!”
an opportunity to meet Carl Rogers
EVERYONE IS INVITED TO COME ALONG AND ENJOY
In Aid of: “The Friends of Whittington School”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

READING CHALLENGE VOLUNTEERS WANTED
We are looking for volunteers aged 15-19
years to help us deliver the Summer
Reading Challenge in Shropshire Libraries
over the summer holidays. It will be a
great opportunity to gain new skills and
confidence, meet new people and help with
a national children’s literacy project. To
find out more please contact Oswestry
Library – 01691 677388
14

And so indeed the ‘extra’ verse added for the Queen has also held true:
Lord for our hopes, the dreams of all our living,
Christ and his kingdom one united aim,
Rulers and peoples bound in high thanksgiving,
Lord of our hopes, our trust is in your Name.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Five Fingers Prayer
1. Your thumb is nearest to you, and without it you are helpless. So begin
your prayers by praying for those closest to you, without whom you, too,
would be lost. They are the easiest to remember.
2. The next finger is the pointing finger. Pray for those who teach, instruct
and heal. This includes teachers, doctors, and ministers. They need support
and wisdom in pointing others in the right direction.
3. The next finger is the tallest finger. It reminds us of our leaders. Pray for
the next President of the USA; the UK Prime Minister; the national leaders
in Europe; the leaders in business and industry and administrators. These
people shape our nations and guide public opinion.
4. The fourth finger is our ring finger. Surprising to many is the fact that this
is our weakest finger, as any piano teacher will testify. It should remind us to
pray for those who are weak, in trouble or in pain. They need your prayers
day and night.
5. And lastly comes our little finger; the smallest finger of all, which is
where we should place ourselves in relation to God and others. As the Bible
says, “The least shall be the greatest among you,” and so pray for yourself.
By the time you have prayed for the other four groups, your own needs will
be put into proper perspective and you will be able to pray for yourself more
effectively.
23

The story behind the hymn “Lord, for the years”
Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided,
urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way,
sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided:
Lord for the years, we bring our thanks today.
Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us,
speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze,
teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us:
Lord of the word, receive your people's praise.

SUNDAY 28th AUGUST
A HOG ROAST BARBQ
Followed by Various Puddings
12:30 for 1:00pm
at

*Lord, for our hopes, the dreams of all our living,
Christ and his kingdom one united aim;
Rulers and peoples bound in high thanksgiving,
Lord of our hopes, our trust is in your Name. …
by Timothy Dudley Smith
This well-loved hymn was written in 1967 by the Rev Timothy Dudley
Smith, who later became Bishop of Thetford. He later confessed: “I wrote it
on the train when I was pressed for time. I’m thankful if something I write
gets picked up, but I suspect anyone who does something in a rush later
regrets that they didn’t find time to apply the sandpaper a bit more!”
Dudley Smith had been asked to write a hymn for the centenary service of
the Children’s Special Service mission, now the Scripture Union, in St Paul’s
Cathedral. His commission was to write words that could be fitted to Jean
Sibelius’s Finlandia, as it was to be accompanied by an orchestra with this
tune in their repertoire; and so “Lord for the years” was written.
Dudley Smith need not have worried about lack of time – his lyrics were a
‘hit’ in the cathedral on the day, and went on to become so well-loved that
George Carey chose the hymn to be sung at his consecration as Bishop of
Bath and Wells, and then again later, in 1991, on his consecration as
Archbishop in Canterbury Cathedral.
The hymn continued to be widely sung and loved, until 2002 Timothy
Dudley Smith was asked to write an extra verse for it so that it could be sung
22

PARK ISSA,
WHITTINGTON
(By kind invitation of Mr & Mrs Mark Jones)

Entertainment by
DEREK HARRIS
Tickets:
Adults £12.50, Children 7.00
Available from: Mark Jones, Lindsay
Rutherford and Churchwarden Gill Roberts
Pay Bar including Wine,
Beer and Soft Drinks

RAFFLE/AUCTION
Proceeds to Whittington Church
15

JULY QUIZ
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
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What was invented by US students using aluminium flan cases?
In which country was the first modern motorway created?
Who registered the first patents for the railway sleeping car?
What type of pens did Pentel invent?
What is unusual about Mark Button’s invention the Koosh Ball?
What was the nationality of saxophone inventor Adolphe Sax?
Which sauce did Henry Heinz invent in 1876?
In which country were cultured pearls first obtained?
What was Alka-Seltzer first marketed as?
What was based on the Victorian game called Magic Square?
What did the owner of the Humpty Dumpty store in Oklahoma
invent?
Which type of fastening was first used on snow boots?
Who gave his name to a unit of radioactivity?
Which Baron of Largs gave his name to the degrees on the absolute
scale?
Which English chemist discovered the most elements?
What type of bomb did Edward Teller develop?
The jelly Vaseline was a by-product from which industry?
Who formed the Electric Suction Sweeper Co. in 1908?
Fred Dibnah was famous in which industry?
Which of his names did Woolworth use as a brand name in stores?
In which century was the first English patent granted?
What was the first-ever household detergent?
Who gave his name to his invention the whirlpool bath?
Why was the invention of the electric iron useless in America in
1882?
What was the surname of King Camp who invented the safety razor?
In which country were banknotes first used?
Which musical instrument did American Rickenbacher create?
Which Swiss company developed the first widely used instant
coffee?
Whose process decarbonised iron?
Which aids to calculation did John Napier devise?
Which business did Howard Hughes finance from his oil profits?
Lord Nuffield was the first British mass producer of what?
Which physicist and chemist gave his name to the laws of induction?

RETURNING BY POPULAR DEMAND
ADVANCE NOTICE OF A CONCERT BY

THE VERY NICE PRODUCTION
COMPANY
IN AN EVENING OF SONG

“There’s No Business Like
Show Business”

Saturday 24th September 2016
At 7:30pm
Tickets £10

Put it in your diary now!

Tickets are available now from 01691 662116
and Churchwarden Mike Phipps
Proceeds are in aid of church funds
21

CHILDREN’S PAGE
26th July is the feast day of St Joachim and St Ann – and
you are probably asking, who are they? Legend says that
these are the names of Jesus’ grandparents, his mother’s
father and mother. The names themselves do not matter;
what does matter is that Mary’s parents brought her up to
be a very special person; someone who was calm in a crisis
and loved her family. And this comes from being part of a
close-knit, loving family.
26th July is the “feast of grandparents”. It reminds all
grandparents of their responsibility for generations to
come; to make family traditions and history live. But the
feast has a meaning for the younger family members as well.
It reminds younger people that older people’s wealth of
experience is to be celebrated and appreciated. And we do,
don’t we?
All these people in the Bible are related but do you know
how?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
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Mary and Martha (Luke, chapter 10)
Saul and Jonathon (1 Samuel, chapter 14)
Naomi and Ruth (Ruth, chapter 1)
Lois, Eunice and Timothy (2 Timothy, chapter 1)
Joseph and Benjamin (Genesis, chapter 42)
Aquila and Priscilla (Acts, chapter 18)
Simon Peter and Andrew (Matthew, chapter 4)
Answers next month

COUNT THEM IN

The Royal British Legion and its sister charity, Poppyscotland, have
launched a campaign calling for additional questions to be included in the
next census in 2021. These questions will seek to capture much needed data
on the Armed Forces community - particularly Reservists and veterans - who
are otherwise largely hidden from official statistics.
the UK Government only really maintains records on Regulars and injured
and pensionable veterans, whilst Reservists, ‘healthy’ working age veterans,
and family members are generally missing from existing data collection
methods. Sadly, even the data that we do have is rather patchy, providing no
real indication as to the wellbeing and needs of this unique community. In
contrast, we know a great deal about the UK’s Jedi community, as well as
the numbers and location of our sheep and cattle.
This campaign, which is called Count Them In, essentially seeks to include
questions about membership of the military community in the next census in
2021. We hope to develop a greater understanding of the needs, location and
profile of the Armed Forces community, but also directly compare this group
to their peers in the general population. This information will help the sector
– local authorities, charities, statutory bodies - to more accurately identify
areas where Service life presents a disadvantage, which will in turn enable
the Government and other statutory providers to better allocate resources and
deliver on their Armed Forces Covenant commitments.
Support
‘Count
Them
In’
by
following
the
link
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/campaign/count-them-in/
to
the RBL website and hit the red Pledge Your Support button. Enter your
postcode which identifies your local MP and send them the support request
letter.
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2. Encourage everyone you can to pledge their support individually as
well.
The RBL believe that more accurate local data on the size and needs of the
Armed Forces community will help ensure the Armed Forces Covenant
delivers for our Armed Forces community and for everyone. If you agree,
please support this campaign. Thank you for your support.
David Fairclough
Community Enablement Team & Armed Forces Covenant
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

BEST FRONT GARDEN COMPETITON
From the second week of July through to the end of the month a ‘secret
judge’ will be combing the parish for the Best Front Garden. There are no
entry forms – every garden is eligible, regardless of size. The judge will not
go into any garden, only look from the road and take in
The view admired by passers-by. Size does not matter –
we are looking for the garden with “The X factor”.
What does your front garden offer?
So – get weeding and mowing – the judge is on his –
or her – way!
Christine Hughes
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Vigils will mark the centenary of the Battle of the Somme
World War 1’s Battle of the Somme lasted from 1 July until 18 November
1916, the slaughter was epic, the result inconclusive; it was the first battle to
use tanks and it will be remembered in all-night vigils being held across the
country. This fight was arguably the most destructive battle ever to have
taken place. Over a million men were either killed or wounded, including
nearly sixty thousand British soldiers on the first day alone. Named after the
nearby French river, the battle exemplified the futility of trench warfare. The
British soldiers who took part were largely volunteers with no experience of
battle. The French army commander, General Foch, advised against it, and
he was supported by some British commanders, such as General Henry
Rawlinson; but they were ignored by politicians and more senior army
commanders. The ground gained by the Allies over the four months of the
battle was only about six miles. In the course of the battle, fifty-one Victoria
Crosses were won by British soldiers – seventeen posthumously.
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Whittington Vintage Village Fete

Bank Holiday Monday
29th August 2016

12:00 noon-6:00pm
Meet the Parish Organisations
Bar

Bouncy Castle

th

Tug-of-War

Fun for all the family
at the Castle –Free Entrance
Brought to you by Whittington Together
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