WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

PARISH SERVICES

WOMENS INSTITUTE:

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre
Secretary: Mrs Joyce Howard

Tel:656389

SUNDAY SERVICES:
8:00am Holy Communion on 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays
10:30am Holy Communion weekly
6:30pm Holy Communion according to the Book of
Common Prayer on 1st Sunday
6:30pm Evensong on the 3rd Sunday

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:

Chairman: Jonjo Evans
Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis

Tel:671300
Tel:662500

4:00pm Messy Church on the 4th Sunday
(No Service in July or August)

BELL RINGING:

Details from Brian Rothera

Tel:657778

BROWNIES, GUIDES:

6:00-7:15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre
Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere
Tel:624390

RECTOR:

BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen)
2 Heather Bank, Gobowen
Tel:658016
e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com
WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions
Leaders: Dawn and Mandy
Meet in the Community Centre 9:00am – 3:00pm

Tel:670127

SENIOR CITIZENS:

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning
All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall
Secretary: Mrs Gillian Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington

Reverend Sarah Burton
e.mail: wwfchurch@gmail.com

Tel:238658

Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington

Tel:670940

Mrs G Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com

Tel:662236

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington
Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington

Tel:656389
Tel:659562

ORGANIST: Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall

Tel:662116

CHURCHWARDENS:

Tel:662236

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE:

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White
Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm. This will now be the
only stop in the village.
CHURCH WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk
SCHOOL WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonschool.co.uk
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WEEKDAYS: 9:30am Holy Communion - Thursday
5:30pm Choir Practice
- Alternate Thursdays

MAGAZINE:
Editor:
Miss A Ward, 4 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington Tel:672838
eaw4@btinternet.com
Distribution:

Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road

Tel:659385

WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL:

Headteacher: Mr Carl Rogers
e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk

Tel:662269
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WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

“THE RIPPLE”
(Whittington Parish Church Magazine)
Vol 30 No 3

CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY:

Mr Andy Cawthray - email: WhitCBC@gmail.com
July 2017

PROOF
If I could prove to you that God existed would it help you in your Christian
life?
No! God calls us to a life of faith – of trust. If there were a convincing proof
for God then we would no longer need faith. Faith is a life transforming
thing; God calls us to surrender our lives to his never-failing care for us. We
accept that many things exist that we may never see like Saturn’s rings or the
ozone layer but believing in them does not transform our lives – trust in God
does.
Having said all that, there is one proof for the existence of God that helps
me. It goes something like this; there are lots of innate abilities built into
human lives, these help us live rich and rewarding lives. – abilities such as
the appreciation of beauty or the ability to tell right from wrong. We might
also include the ability to learn a language or do maths. We do not really
know where they come from - scientists tell us they are a product of
evolution – but they seem to work. Knowing right from wrong helps to build
a just and caring society. Being able to do maths helps us land a spaceship on
an asteroid. But we do not know why these innate capacities work, we just
trust they do.
There is one other in-built human capacity that helps us live a rich and
rewarding life - a spiritual capacity; an awareness of God; a sense of
worship. Every human society there has ever been has left evidence of their
worship. We trust these other in-built capacities – why not trust this ability to
know God? Humans are hard-wired for God just as they are hard-wired to
know right from wrong.
For me this proof is no more convincing than all the others but it tells me
2

Tel:657178
07581 710523

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:

Richard Beaman

Tel:659166

CRICKET SECRETARY:

Trina Lewis – email: lewisbtkr@aol.com

Tel:774406
07968 844341

BOWLING SECRETARY:

Eileen Sinker

Tel:770212

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY:

Mrs Kath Griffiths

Tel:662116

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON
AND WEST FELTON:

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG
e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk
Tel:650488
WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL:

Mrs A. S. Cowley, “Pear Tree” Cottage, Treflach, Oswestry
(Clerk to the Council) – Held the fourth Tuesday in the month
ascowley.whitpc@sky.com
www.whittingtonpc.wordpress.com

Tel:659496

SHROPSHIRE YOUTH SERVICE:

Rural Mobile visits the village on Tuesday 6:15pm – 8:00pm
bus parks opposite the “Premier” Shop, Whittington.
Open to young people between the ages of 13 – 20 yrs.
Contact: Wendy Stockton, Shropshire Council Youth Worker.

Tel:654175

BAPTISM SECRETARY:

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk

Tel:681036

WEDDING SECRETARY:

Mrs Gill Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington

Tel:662236
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alongside the waterfront, with its fashionable restaurants and cafes; this was
the largest crane in medieval Europe and today houses the Maritime
Museum. The Golden Gate, built 1612-1614, has stone sculptures dating
back to 1648 representing an allegory of citizen’s virtues: Prudence, Justice,
Piety and Harmony. The church of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the largest brick
church in the world, was built 1343 - 1502 and is nearly three hundred and
forty five feet long. Including the tower battlements and the vaults it reaches
just over ninety five feet from floor level. The main tower is two hundred
and fifty four feet high and is crowned with a viewing gallery offering
visitors panoramic views of the city, via almost four hundred steps!
Amber is big business in Gdansk and you’ll be unable to miss the scores of
galleries selling amber as you wander the streets of the old town. Gdansk is
regarded as the capital for the collection and working of Baltic Amber. In
simple terms, amber is the surviving resin of ancient trees which over
millions of years has been covered by sediment and compressed by rock
movement and glaciers where chemical processes we are unable to
comprehend take place. The result is a lump of rock that once cleaned of its
opaque crust reveals an orangey stone that becomes the beautiful, sparkling
gemstone once at the hand of an experienced craftsman.

something important; being human means having and using a sense of the
spiritual. If you want a rich and rewarding life then trust God.

Richard,
Whittington Rectory

On Saturday 1 July Jassica-Castillo Burley will be ordained in Lichfield
Cathedral. Please pray for Jassica and her family as she begins her work
as Curate in the Parishes of Whittington and West Felton.

Whittington and West Felton
Church Family Barbecue
From 12:30pm (food from 1:00pm)
Sunday 2 July at Whittington Rectory
Jamie Ward’s sausages and burgers
with home-made salads and
desserts. Soft drinks, tea and coffee
provided (you are welcome to bring
your own wine or beer).
Please sign up in church, or phone Sarah and Richard
if you’d like to come so that we have an idea of how
many to cater for (01691 238658). We will be inviting
donations on the day to cover costs.
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3

DIARY
1

08:30am

6:00pm

2

The July Prayer Breakfast to support the Schools
Christian Project Worker, Hannah Moore, will be
held at All Saints’ Church, Trefonen; if you would
like attend please telephone Lynn Carroll on 01691 659385 by Wednesday 28th June
Ordination of Jassica Castillo-Burley as a Deacon in
Lichfield Cathedral

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
10:30am
1:00pm

6:30pm

Parish Communion
Whittington and West Felton Church Family
Barbeque at Whittington Rectory; further details on
page 3
Holy Communion according to the Book of Common
Prayer

time and its role in Europe. The characteristic sundial located in one of the
corners calls to mind the relentless passage of time with the Latin maxim
“The shadows are our days”. Today, the Main Town Hall is famous for its
replica of a set of thirty seven wonderful concert bells. Gdańsk is the only
city in Poland boasting the possession of chimes, not just one, but two (the
second is located on the tower of St. Catherine’s Church. Entrance to the
observation gallery lets you enjoy a beautiful view of the city with music
ringing from the bells every hour.
Artus Court is an impressive mansion which served as an exchange in the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and as the seat of St. George and the
brotherhoods of rich patricians. Founded as a meeting place for merchants
and dignitaries, it was named after King Arthur, of round table fame, and
hosted many a noble guest. Following a fire in 1841, it was given a more
Gothic form, complete with ostentatious sculptures and paintings illustrating
man’s merits and vices. Inside, the centrepiece of the main hall is a nearly
thirty five foot renaissance tiled stove dating to 1546, made of more than five
hundred individual tiles and the tallest of its kind in Europe. Its adornments
portray leaders, coats of arms and allegorical figures. Just to the left is a
small pewter surface that claims to be the oldest table in Poland while two
stone lions protect the entrance to the cellars of the court. The court still
plays an important part in public life today and is the scene of important
receptions and meetings.

9:30am

Whittington Senior Citizen’s visit to the National
Arboretum; further details on pages 11-12

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in Church

5

7:30pm

Monthly Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens’ Hall
£1.50 including refreshments

6

9:30pm

Holy Communion

7

9:30am-1:00pm Car Boot Sale at the Cricket Club; further details on
Page16

In front of the Court, the gathering place of the old
merchants, stands the Renaissance-style Neptune’s
Fountain. The fountain has stood in front of the
Artus Court since 1633 and is a symbol of Gdańsk.
The model was cast in 1615 and the ornamental grill
surrounding the fountain dates back to 1634; the large
array of sea creatures around the basin and base of the
fountain were added 1757-1761. According to one of
the Gdańsk legends it was Neptune himself who
contributed to the creation of the famous Gdańsk liqueur called Goldwasser.
He got angry at people throwing golden coins into the fountain and hit the
water with his trident so hard that the gold fell to pieces, forming small
golden flakes which now shine in the tasty herbal liqueur.

3:15-5:15pm

Also worth visiting is the Gdańsk Crane which dominates the promenade

4

4

Friends of Whittington School Summer Fair
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TRAVELLER’S TALES

9

8:00am
10:30am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion

3:00-5:00pm

Church Youth Group BBQ and Rounders at
Park Issa, Whittington; please contact Mark and Ruth
Jones for details (658528)

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in Church

7:00pm

Parochial Church Council meets in the Senior
Citizens’ Hall

9:30am

Holy Communion

7:00pm

Whittington Women’s Institute meets in the
Community Centre; Speaker: Richard Fernandez
Topic: Catering at the RJ & AH Hospital

15

7:30pm

Cantiones Chamber Choir “A Summer Evening By
The Water” Concert in aid of Whittington Parish
Church. Tickets £10, further details on page 9

16

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

GDAŃSK
Gdañsk is Poland’s major historic trading port, situated at the mouth of the
Vistula River on the Baltic Sea and offers beautiful historic buildings which
were sympathetically restored after being bombed during World War II. The
first shots of World War II were fired on the nearby peninsula of
Westerplatte, now a popular tourist attraction, was occupied by Nazi
Germany from 1939. The interesting architecture and beautiful painted
buildings are part of the town’s historic charm and is visible in the historic
quarter of the Main Town; it’s primary thoroughfare, known as the Royal
Way, is spectacular. Lined with magnificent buildings featuring beautifully
painted facades and entered
through grand stone gateways at either end, this was
the route along which the
Polish Kings paraded during
their visits. The wealthiest
residents lived here and the
oldest preserved houses date back to the Middle Ages, but most were erected
much more recently. The narrow houses are topped with gables or attics,
richly decorated with coats of arms, allegoric figures and silhouettes of
ancient heroes. Parallel to the Royal Way is Gdańsk’s most picturesque
street, Mariacka Lane, lined with quaint 17th-century ‘burgher’, or merchant,
houses with decorative steps and iron railings.
The most splendid façades in town belong to the Golden House, the Town
Hall and Artus Court. The Golden House was built in 1609 by Jan Speyman,
the Mayor of the city and at the same time a wealthy merchant and an openminded patron of the arts. The house is famous for its richly-decorated
façade. The legend goes that from time to time the corridors of the house are
frequented by a luminous creature. It is a ghost of the beautiful Judyta
Speymann whispering “Act justly, fear no one”.
The Town Hall was rebuilt after a fire in the mid sixteenth century and was
coped with a natural size statue of King Zygmunt August. The Great Council
Chamber, the Small Council Hall called the Winter Hall as well as the Great
Hall of Court called the White Hall testify to the power of Gdańsk at that
32

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

11

13

10:30am
6:30pm

Parish Communion
Evensong

17

LAST DAY for magazine material for the July edition of the
“Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, 4 Rosehill
Avenue, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com

18

2:00-3:00pm

19

9:00am-2:00pm Whittington Senior Citizens have a visit, in the
Senior Citizens’ Hall from the Vulnerable People
Association; further details on pages 11-12

Praise and Play in Church

5

20

9:30am

Holy Communion

CLOSING DAY for the Whittington Gardens
further details on page 8

Competition;

21

9:30am-1:00pm Car Boot Sale at the Cricket Club; further details on
Page 16

23

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8:00am
10:30am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion

25

12:00noon

Whittington Senior Citizens’ Monthly Lunch at the
White Lion; further details on page 11-12

27

9:30am
Holy Communion
10:00am-12:00noon Coffee Morning in Church; further details on
Page 16
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Footway Lighting:- It was decided that the Committee would resume
meetings to discuss the project; the problems with the street light at Yew
Tree is to be revisited.
Play Area:- Councillors were informed that the annual inspection of the
equipment will be carried out soon.
Whittington Cemetery:- There is more work to be carried out; the railings
will need to be painted and this will be carried out over a weekend.
Garden of Remembrance:- The borders are overgrown and in need of
weeding.
Areas of Concern:- The hedge at the Cricket Club is growing rapidly and
needs cutting back as people are having to go onto the road to pass by.

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8:00am
10:30am

1

Provision of a Defibrillator:- This had been discussed previously and
Councillors will look further into the matter. More information will be
needed before a decision can be made and what could be purchased; signage
for the equipment would also need to be purchased.

3:00pm

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ADVANCE NOTICE
Birthday Tea Party in the Senior Citizens’ Hall for
several members; further details on page 11-12
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
RIPPLE SUBSCRIPTIONS

If you have not yet returned your Ripple subscription for the
next twelve months then please do so as soon as possible.
DO put your name on the envelope please to avoid the embarrassment, when
asked for it, that it has already been returned but it could not be identified, as
to whom it had come from; as in the case of an envelope posted through
Philip Morris’s door – likely to be someone living in Rosehill Drive or
Oswestry Road – was that you? - Thank you.
6
EAW

There is also an overgrown hedge which is slightly obscuring the church
clock.
Date and time of the next meeting: The next Parish Council Meeting will
be at 7:30pm on Tuesday 27th June 2017 in the Senior Citizens’ Hall.
Paul Thompson-Lawrence
(This article is a brief outline of the main discussion points for the
Whittington Parish Council meeting and does not represent a formal record.
For an official copy of the minutes please contact the Parish Clerk or look on
the Parish Website - www.whittingtonpc.wordpress.com)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Cost of preaching
One beautiful Sunday morning, a priest announced to his congregation: “My
good people, I have here in my hands three sermons...a £100 sermon that
lasts five minutes, a £50 sermon that lasts fifteen minutes, and a £10 sermon
that lasts a full hour. Now, we'll take the collection and see which one I'll
deliver.”
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where you live.
Making neighbourhoods safer by cutting day to day crime and anti-social
behaviour is at the heart of keeping people in West Mercia safe. Thanks to
an investment in mobile tablet style computers, these will enable officers to
spend more time on patrol on the street and in neighbourhoods. Officers will
continue to come to people when they need them and provide a high-quality
service however you contact us - in person (on the street, at community
bases and at partners and communities together [PACT] meetings), on the
phone or online.

Extracts from the Parish Registers
for the month of May 2017
HOLY BAPTISM
“We welcome you into the Lord’s Family”
14th May 2017

Dario Luca Schlatter
of Malthouse Close

14th May 2017

Oliver Jack Gibson
and Isabella Joanne Gibson (Twins)
of Oswestry Road

Planning:- 17/01776/FUL- Erection of extension to existing garage at
rear; erection of entrance porch and elevational changes to front of
dwelling – 14 Park Crescent, Park Hall
17/01860/FUL – Erection of a single storey rear extension – Woodend,
Burma Road, Park Hall
Planning Permission Withdrawn:- 17/00996/OUT – Proposed dwelling
SE of Henlle Farm, Hindford, Whittington – Outline application for the
erection of 1 dwelling, detached garage and all associated works.
Planning Permission Refused:- 17/00068/EIA – Bryn-Y-Plentyn Farm –
Middleton, Oswestry – Erection of an extension to a free-range
production unit.
17/01028/OUT – Conversion of detached garage into dwelling –
Rhosygadfa, Gobowen
2016/17 Financial Year End:- 1. The bank reconciliation up to the end of
March was approved. 2.Councillors were informed that the Shropshire
Council precept for the new financial year would be paid at the end of the
month.
Annual Parish Meeting 16th May 2017:- There were various presentations
made from those organisations attending. This included a talk by Barbara
Molesworth, regarding the research, collation of information and production
of a booklet about William Walsham How and his identification of rare
flowers in the parish of Whittington.
30

REQUIESCAT IN PACE
“May the Souls of the Faithful Departed Rest in Peace”
9th May 2017

John Richmond Turner
aged 79 of Newcastle upon Tyne

19th May 2017

Hilda Hopkins
Aged 90 of Rosehill Avenue
Communicants for the month……...…164
Attendance for the month……….........259
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
THANK YOU

Thank you to everyone who supported Christian
Aid in May. A total of £633.73 was collected of
which £170 was raised at the Coffee Morning held
in the Senior Citizens’ all on 18th May. Thank you to all who provided cakes
and other provisions for sale, and raffle prizes. Thank you also to those who
made coffee and helped out on the day, and finally a very big thank you to
everyone who came and supported the event.
If you know someone who tries to drown their sorrows,
you might warn them sorrows know how to swim. – Anon

7

WHITTINGTON GARDENS COMPETITION 2017
The competition is open to any garden within the Whittington Parish
boundary and prizes will be presented to the winners at the Village Fete at
Whittington Castle on Monday 28th August 2017.
CLASSES AND PRIZES
Class 1
Best large garden
Dovaston Perpetual Salver
Class 2
Best small garden
Flower Guild Rose Bowl
Class 3
Best senior citizens’ garden Castle Cup
Class 4
Best in flower clematis
Community Centre Cup
Class 5
Best vegetable garden
Mayor’s Cup
Class 6
Best hanging basket
Morhys of Rosehill Cup
Special Class Most fragrant rose in all the gardens visited - Pam Kup Cup
NB: To avoid confusion with judging please enter only one garden in
either section 1, 2 or 3. Entrants’ gardens will be judged towards the end of
July 2017. Entrants will be notified of the exact date in advance.
CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES: THURSDAY 20th JULY 2017
The judge’s decision will be final, but join in the competition and enjoy it!
No entries accepted after the closing date.
For further information please contact the organiser,
Libby Morris on 01691-659566
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Entry Form for Whittington Gardens Competition 2017
Please complete, detach and return to:Libby Morris, 7 Rosehill Close, Whittington. SY11 4DY
Entry Fee: £1 per class
Please tick all relevant boxes
1 wish to enter: Class 1

Class 2

Class 3

Class 4

Class 5

Class 6

Special
Class

Name: .................................................................... Tel: ...................................
8 Address: .........................................................................................................

Whittington Parish Council News,
Meeting held on 23rd May 2017
There were eight Parish Councillors, the Clerk and one Police Community
Support Officer at the meeting.
The newly elected Councillors proposed that Jill Whitby take the position of
Chair and Frank Davis the position of Vice Chair. This was agreed and the
meeting was then able to proceed.
Matters Arising:- There had been some progress regarding the installation
of metal No-Smoking signs. Five signs have been purchased and will now be
sited in the enclosed bus shelters in the parish.
Community Police Attendance:- Police Community Support Officer Pete
Roberts attended the meeting, but no crime statistics details were available
due to technical reasons. He did comment that Whittington has the lowest
incident rate and that there was more emphasis being placed on speeding in
the area.
Your Team & Contact numbers:- Local Police Officer - PC 3718 Kate
Le’Clere – 07792 774 024; Police Community Support Officers - PCSO
6412 Dave Hughes - 07816 172 510 and PCSO 40279 Pete Roberts07792774047
The Police mobile numbers above will only be answered if the Officer is on
duty. If your call is not answered please leave your name, number and a brief
message. The Officer will respond at their earliest convenience when they
are next on duty. In the event of a Police Emergency ring 999 for urgent
attention or ring 101.
Get in touch - 101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime
 oswestryrn.snt @westmercia.pnn.police.uk
 www.westmercia.police.uk
/
@Oscops - Only call 999 in an emergency, when a crime is in
progress or life is in danger.
About your Team:- Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people
and partners to identify, tackle and solve issues that matter to the community
29

Nettle (Urtica dioica): Nettle is a fabulous herb, one of the most mineral-rich
plants. Great in teas, stir fry and soups, Nettles is also good for
hypothyroidism and adrenal fatigue. It is a “trophorestorative” meaning that
it is a great restorer for any system in the body. To help ease seasonal
allergies start drinking nettles tea about two weeks before spring buds pop.
Nettles support extremely compromised kidneys. Nettle root helps with
prostate issues, especially enlarged prostate. It is a stimulating herb that also
energizes.
Crab Apple (Pyrus malus): This is the original wild apple. It is believed all
apples developed from the Crab Apple. It has long been a source of vitamins
and nutrients, and helps to clean teeth and increase energy.
Chervil (Anthriscus cerefolium): A traditional spring tonic in Central
Europe, this popular French culinary herb’s seeds have been found in ancient
Egyptian tombs. It is carminative (prevents gas), helps purify the blood and
lowers blood pressure; it is also a diuretic. The juice of the fresh plant
applied to eczema dries it up and it can help with abscesses. To the Saxons it
was once the go-to remedy to restore the will to live.
Fennel (Foeniculum vulgare): Fennel is also a carminative. It is a wonderful
herb for the digestion; a mix of fennel essential oil and a carrier for oil like
apricot kernel oil, which, when rubbed on the stomach, will ease discomfort.
Many sources say that it was believed that fennel helped with longevity, and
imparted both strength and courage. It has a pleasing aroma.
So that’s eight herbs, but what of the ninth? Therein lies a mystery and some
mild controversy. The original poem or charm refers to an herb called
“Atterlothe.” The scholar R.K. Gordon believed it to be “cockspur grass”
while later versions of the charm refer to it as Wood Betony (Stachys
betonica), a nervine which was believed to be of great value as a whole-body
tonic. We know today that in addition to being used to treat headaches and
anxiety, Wood Betony also helps to heal cuts and eases the discomfort of
insect bites. But was it the missing herb?
Patricia Green
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Growing up - Your child has started growing up when he stops asking you
where he came from and starts refusing to tell you where he's going.
Fisherman - One who drops the fish a line but seldom hears from them.
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A FUND RAISING EVENT FOR WHITTINGTON CHURCH
(THE RENEWAL OF CHURCH GUTTERS AND DOWNPIPES)

Chamber Choir
Conductor: Gerry Howe
Piano: Christopher Symons

A SUMMER EVENING
BY THE WATER

Saturday 15th July 2017
7:30pm
In the Parish Church of St John the
Baptist, Whittington
Tickets £10 (including a soft drink), under 16s free
Available from Gill Roberts, Lindsay Rutherford, Whittington
Castle, the Primary School, local shops and Rowanthorn in
Oswestry 01691 238227
9

BEETHOVEN IN THE BORDERS

The Nine Sacred Herbs of the Saxons

“When you live in London with the convenience of sophisticated halls and
world-class concerts on tap, it’s maybe perverse to take successively delayed
trains to a village out on the Welsh Borders to hear Beethoven played in a
church with hard pews.” That was the music critic Michael White, who
writes for the Telegraph and other papers, describing his great adventure into
the wilds. Whittington, he tells us, is “a tiny village beyond Oswestry”.
To his great surprise, he discovered that the natives are really quite civilised,
and capable of enjoying and appreciating great music, played to what he
described as “serious standards. The concerts were packed out and the
performances were stunning”. That’s high praise indeed from a London
music critic.

If you could only pick nine herbs to rely on for the rest of your life, which
would they be? The Saxons held nine herbs as the most sacred and even had
a poem or charm called “Lacnung” (Remedies), dating from the tenth
century, written about them. These herbs were highly valued and used as
treatment against poison and infection.

This was the fifth festival, and the most ambitious so far. Beethoven wrote
some amazing chamber music, and as he became completely deaf, his music
became more intense and very difficult to play really well. James Barralet,
the artistic director, chose the programme for each of the six concerts
brilliantly, and took us on a great journey. One of the musicians said
afterwards that “to spend ten days in this idyllic setting with inspiring
colleagues from all over the world is a wonderful privilege, and there is a
real sense that we are all on a journey of musical discovery together.”
The atmosphere of the festival and the quality of the playing is so good that
the audience is part of the journey too. Lawrence and Rosie Mortimer and
their excellent team of volunteers, together with James Barralet and some
supremely talented musicians, have created a wonderful festival. It is a huge
privilege and pleasure to be able to enjoy such great music played with
amazing skill and inspiring emotional energy, and all in this “tiny village
which is beyond Oswestry”.
Philip Crowe
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
School play
A little boy was given a part in the school play and went home to tell his
father. His father was really proud of him, and asked what the part was. The
boy replied: “I got the part of a man who has been married for 25 years.” His
father congratulated him. “That's good son, and maybe next time round,
you'll get a talking role!”
10

Mugwort (Artemisia vulgaris): Mugwort is well known as
the premier herb for dreamwork. The silver on the underside of the leaves shows an affinity for the moon and the
female reproductive system. Mugwort tea and essential
oil help ease PMS symptoms. The essential oil also helps
to relax the brain, improve circulation and aids in
delivering nutrients to brain cells. It is a stimulant which
helps keep the female hormones functioning properly. Mugwort itself gets
its name “mug weed” because it used to be used to flavour ale or beer before
the use of hops became popular. Moxa, which is used in acupuncture, is
made from dried Mugwort.
Plantain (Plantago major): Plantain was called “waybroad” in ancient herbal
texts for its propensity to grow where the earth was most densely packed; on
trails and roadways. Plantain is well known for its ability to pull nutrients
from the soil, and draw out infections and foreign bodies from people. Have
a splinter or step on some broken glass? Use plantain oil to help remove it. It
makes a great field poultice if you have been stung by a bee or other insect;
it’s very soothing to cuts and abrasions and can ease discomfort caused by
poison ivy. Plantain is also great for soothing dry sinuses and the digestive
system.
Watercress (Nasturtium officinalis): Incredibly high in Vitamin C, this
delicious herb has been used both medicinally and as food for centuries. It
has a mustard-like taste and is great in soups, sandwiches, salads and as a pot
herb. Because of its high vitamin and mineral content, it is a valuable remedy
for chronic illnesses and is also a natural diuretic.
Chamomile (Anthemis nobili): A wonderful nervine, chamomile is also a
great herb for the digestive system, helping to soothe upset stomachs.
Chamomile tea is a soothing remedy for menstrual cramps and also helps
with insomnia.
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Our musical tastes have changed as we have aged, although we still like
lively music. Caro Emerald singing “That Man” is the one known to set our
feet tapping, but hits from the shows are also favoured. “Bring Him Home”
from Les Miserable is one I love.
I am an avid sudoku and crossword fanatic so my one book would have to be
a book of puzzles and my luxury item a Thesaurus.
Barbara Phipps
Flower Arranger
RECIPE OF THE MONTH
We are being made very aware that excess sugar in our diet is bad for us; so
here is a recipe for some sugar -free lemon curd, from Davina McCall.
LEMON CURD
Begin by washing the jars well in hot soapy water and dry. Preheat the oven
to 140°C/120°C fan/gas 1. Put the jars on a baking tray and put them in the
oven for about 10 minutes and remove carefully! If you are using the lids of
the jars, boil them in a pan of water for 10 minutes. This recipe will fill 1 jar.
150 g honey or maple syrup
100 g butter
Zest of 1 well scrubbed lemon
Juice of 4 lemons (about 100 ml)
4 eggs, lightly beaten
Melt the honey or maple syrup in a saucepan with butter. Remove the pan
from the heat and leave the mixture to cool for a few minutes; then add the
remaining ingredients.
Put the pan back on the heat and stir until the mixture has thickened. It will
seem quite runny for a few minutes, but will then suddenly thicken-up to the
consistency of custard. Stir or whisk constantly to prevent the eggs from
curdling.
Put the curd through a sieve to remove the zest and any small lumps of egg.
Pour into the prepared sterilized jar and allow it to cool, before refrigerating
until need. The curd should keep for a few weeks.
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WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers
The July lunch at the White Lion will be on Tuesday 25th ; I apologise for the
entry in last month’s notices, the lunch was Tuesday 27th NOT 20th as printed
(a typing error). Val Hayward is responsible for looking after bookings for
the lunch at the White Lion, so if you are not a regular attendee and wish to
come along, please let Val know on 01691 662434. Similarly if you are a
regular at the lunches please let Val know if you are unable to make it. The
cost of the two course roast lunch is currently £7.50, which includes tea or
coffee.
We are still collecting subscriptions that were due at beginning of May, and
it is not too late to re-join or think about becoming a member of the Recycled Teenagers. It is only £6 per year and on occasions we arrange a free
coach for a day out so the £6 is soon clawed back.
The monthly whist drives are well supported by people from far and wide, it
is a shame there are not more players from Whittington. Everyone is
welcome and for £1.50 tea or coffee is served at half time. A great deal of
work goes into these evening, putting up the tables and chairs, providing
raffle prizes and the coffee and biscuits. There is also small gathering on
Monday afternoons at 2:00 pm. Come along and give it a try; Rita, Jan and
company will give you a warm welcome and if you are new to the game they
will show you the ropes
.
The Thursday morning gatherings are enjoyed by the valiant few who enjoy
getting together and having a chat over coffee and biscuits. Everyone is
welcome so please join us when you can, and if you have any spare garden
produce please bring it along as it will be very welcome. Sadly one of our
oldest members, who attended the coffee morning and Monday whist
gatherings passed away at the beginning of June. Hilda Hopkins was a
staunch member of the club and looked forward to our afternoon teas and
Thursday coffee mornings. Hilda loved taking part in the Football Card
Game, where members put their name against a football team and when the
card was completed the winning team was scratched away. Hilda was a
regular winner – the prize is only £2, but it could have been £2,000 for the
pleasure it brought her; Hilda will be very sadly missed at our gatherings.
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LINE DANCING: Once again, due to the election on 8th June, the line
dance class was held on the Wednesday previous. The lessons start at
1:30pm continuing until approximately 3:15pm. The cost is £4 per session,
and a small raffle is held with the receipts going towards club funds, a
registered charity. Please come along and give it a go, all ages are welcome.
Twenty five members and friends visited the Bridgemere Garden Centre on
Tuesday 6th June. We arrived in time for a welcome cup of coffee and after a
wander round the shops had time for lunch before leaving for home at
2:30pm. The coach was much heavier going home and pockets were very
much lighter; a very enjoyable trip out.
We have some dates for your diary for the forthcoming months; please make
a note of them.
Tuesday 4th July 9:30am first pick-up for a trip to The National
Arboretum - cost £10 for members and £15 for nonmembers. Please contact Val on 662434.
Our trips are open to everyone but the cost is slightly more if not a member
of the club. As already mentioned it is well worth joining the club for £6 per
annum as the cost is soon recuperated if you join us on the trips.
Wednesday 19th July 9:00am-2:00pm A visit by members of the
Vulnerable People Association regarding safety in
the home.
Tuesday 1st August 3:00pm There are several birthdays falling at the
beginning of August so we are holding a joint
Birthday Tea. One member will be celebrating his
90th birthday – we will then have four people who
will have achieved their 90th year; the cost will be £5
We are considering a coach trip on Tuesday 5th September, but have not yet
finalised a destination.
Gill Roberts Secretary (01691 662236)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Gone but not… People go on holiday to forget things. Then they open their
bags, and find that they did.
12

DESERT ISLAND DISCS – 6
I was once a patrol-leader in the Girl Guides so
ought to be able to survive on a desert island and
use some of the skills I learnt then, although I’m not sure that I could kill
anything to eat. All I remember of Guides and camp is singing campfire
songs.
I was born in Barnard Castle, Co. Durham, during the war and my mother
rented a house in Wolverhampton when she followed my father who was in
the Eye Infirmary there. So I grew up in Wolverhampton and was an only
child until I was fourteen. I went to Tipton Grammar School at eleven, and
my father travelled to Coventry, where he worked at Rolls Royce at Astly
from Wolverhampton, rather than upset my education.
I remember my parents buying my first record player and record, “Diana” by
Paul Anka. We had new neighbours by now and little did I know that “the
boy next door”, Mike, was to become my husband in 1961. We were keen
rock n’ rollers so “Great Balls Of Fire” by Gerry Lee Lewis would remind
me of those days. I was also an Everly Brothers fan and loved their recording
of “Dream”.
I left school when I was seventeen and my parents finally moved to Coventry
taking me, and my younger brother, with them. Not for long though as two
years later I was married to Mike and living, once again, in Wolverhampton
where our children were born. Nicola was first and my brother bought me
the record “Baby Love” by the Supremes. Happy days and we could still
dance; we were into Beatlemania by then although Mike’s love of Elvis
Presley rubbed-off on me.
Our son, was born in 1970 and at the time Neilson’s “Without You” was
definitely our favourite and we played it over and over again; it is still a
favourite after all these years.
My mother died in 1997 when our oldest grandchild was one. At her funeral
we choose to sing “How Great Thou Art”, which was not as well known then
as it is now. The hymn reminds me of her and would probably be the one I’d
rescue is the event of a storm.
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ANSWERS TO JUNE’S QUIZ

When Lennon met McCartney
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During a heat-wave sixty years
ago, on 6th July 1957, John
Lennon and Paul McCartney
met for the first time – at one of
the best documented church
fetes in history.

A Faculty of Academics
A Posse of Police
A Crew of Sailors
A Hastiness of Cooks
A Blackening of Shoemakes
A Choir of Singers
A Worship of Writers
A Gang of Labourers
A Neverthriving of Jugglers
An Unction of Undertakers
A Picket of Strikers
A Caravan of Desert Travellers
A Converting of Preachers
A Superfluity of Nuns
A Goring of Butchers
A Morbidity of Majors
A Troop of Boy Scouts
A Shuffle of Bureaucrats
A Sneer of Butlers
A Melody of Harpists
An Ambush of Widows
A Disguising of Tailors
A Diligence of Messengers
A Conflagration of Arsonists
A Tabernacle of Bakers
A Talent of Gamblers
A Staff of Employees
A Galaxy of Governesses
A Squad of Beaters
A Babble of Barbers
A Scolding of Seamstresses
A Bench of Bishops
A Panel of Experts
A Coven of Witches
A Flock of Tourists
An Eloquence of Lawyers

It was the annual Woolton
Parish Church Garden Fete in
Liverpool – a parade and
outdoor fair at which 16-yearold John and his Quarry Men
skiffle group had been invited to
play. The main attractions were
a dog show and a brass band. It
was not inevitable that they
would meet. The two boys lived
in different neighbourhoods,
went to different schools and
were nearly two years apart in
age. But the younger Paul, who
was entranced by John’s
performance as a lead singer,
was introduced to him by a
friend in the church hall.
Despite himself, John was
impressed when Paul played a
couple of songs and showed him
how to tune his guitar properly.
Later, he invited him to join the
band. A recording of the Quarry
Men’s performance at the fete
sold at auction in 1994 for
£78,500. The Beatles Bible
website has the tagline “Not
Quite as Popular as Jesus”.

The story behind the hymn: Eternal Father Strong to Save
Eternal Father, strong to save,
Whose arm hath bound the restless wave,
Who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep
Its own appointed limits keep;
Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee,
For those in peril on the sea!
The author of these words, William Whiting, was an Anglican clergyman in
Winchester, which is hardly a seaside town. Yet Whiting had not only grown
up by the sea, but had nearly died in it. As a young man he had been on a
ship that got caught in a violent storm, and afterwards he felt certain it was
only God who had saved the ship from sinking that night. Some years later,
as headmaster of the Winchester College Choristers’ School, Whiting was
approached by a student in distress. The student was due to sail to the USA,
and was simply terrified at the thought of three thousand miles of ocean. To
try and reassure the student, Whiting decided to share his experience. And so
he wrote this poem, basing the description of the power and fury of the sea in
Psalm 107.
It is not known if it helped the nervous student or not, but within a year the
poem had become a hymn, and sailed into the influential first edition of
Hymns Ancient and Modern of 1861. Another Anglican clergyman, John B
Dykes, wrote the music for it. He was already a successful composer, with
three hundred hymns to his name. Dykes named this tune ‘Melita’, after an
old name for Malta, where St Paul was once shipwrecked. Whiting released
two more versions of the lyrics, in 1869 and in 1874.
During the rest of the nineteenth century the hymn became a favourite with
the Royal Navy and the United States Navy. Other Services adapted it,
including the Royal Marines, the Royal Air Force, the British Army, and the
United States Coast Guard. Above all, it became known as the Royal Navy
Hymn. Well into the twentieth century, it was the favourite hymn of
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, who had served as Secretary of the
Navy during the Second World War. In 1963 Eternal Father was played by
the Navy Band, as President John F. Kennedy’s body was carried up the
steps of the U.S. Capitol to lie in state. (Kennedy had been a PT boat
commander in World War II.)
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JOIN ME
I am now settled in Oswestry with my daughter Julie and love being with her
and her family. But it is important that I get out without always being
dependent on them taking me wherever I wish to go. For that reason I now
use the services of Dial-A-Ride every Tuesday to attend St Martins’ Day
Centre from 10:00am-2:30pm. For just £12 they collect me from my home
and take me to the Centre, which also provides my lunch and some form of
entertainment, before taking me home again afterwards.

14 “It is one of the Twelve,” he replied, “one who — bread into the bowl
with me”’ (Mark 14:20) (4)
15 Resound (Zephaniah 2:14) (4)
18 Traditional seat of the Dalai Lama (5)
20 Precise (John 4:53) (5)
21 Build (Ezekiel 4:2) (5)
22 Beat harshly (Acts 22:25) (4)
23 Darius, who succeeded Belshazzar as king of the Babylonians, was one
(Daniel 5:31) (4)

Whether you live on your own, or with family, but have no transport to go
out on your own, why don’t you give Val Brown a call on 01691 662837,
and come along to the Day Centre and join me.
Marjorie Morris
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Handel’s Water Music – 300 years ago
It was three hundred years ago, on 17th July 1717, that Handel’s Water Music
was performed for the first time, on a barge on the River Thames in London.
The music, which lasted about an hour, had been commissioned by King
George I as part of the entertainment for a royal cruise. The monarch was so
enthusiastic about it that he asked to hear it four times.
George Frideric Handel was a German-born English composer known
particularly for his memorable oratorio, Messiah, which he composed some
twenty five years later. He was devoutly Lutheran and was described by a
friend as “manifesting a deep sense of religion”. Although he came under
criticism for using the theatre for biblically-based works, he maintained that
he knew the Bible as well as any Bishop.
Water Music, a suite of short pieces for a small orchestra, was known
particularly for its highly spirited movements in dance form. Most of the
pieces were intended for outdoor performance. Selections from the suite
were published during Handel’s lifetime, but the entire collection did not
come into print until 1788, nearly three decades after his death.
The order in which the composer wanted the various movements to be
played remains uncertain.
Tim Lenton
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An egotist is a man who talks about himself so much that you don’t ave a
chance to talk about yourself. – V. Havner
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WHITTINGTON TOGETHER CRAFT AND PRODUCE SHOW

MONDAY 28 AUGUST 2017
th

SCHEDULE
Across
1 ‘I pray that out of his glorious — he may strengthen you with power
through his Spirit in your inner being’ (Ephesians 3:16) (6)
4 ‘Saul’s father Kish and — father Ner were sons of Abiel’ (1 Samuel 7
‘Praise the Lord, O my — ’ (Psalm 103:1) (4)
14:51) (6)
8 See 5 Down
9 Laws (1 Kings 11:33) (8)
13 ‘Who of you by worrying can — a single hour to his life?’ (Luke 12:25)
16 Artistry (Exodus 31:5) (13)
(3)
17 ‘Your young men will see visions, your — men will dream dreams’ (Acts
19 How David described his Lord (Psalm 19:14) (8)
2:17) (3)
24 ‘If this city is built and its — — restored, you will be left with nothing in
Trans-Euphrates’ (Ezra 4:16) (5,3)
25 ‘The holy Scriptures, which are able to make you — for salvation through
faith in Christ Jesus’ (2 Timothy 3:15) (4)
26 Intended destination of arrows (Lamentations 3:12) (6)
27 Eve hit (anag.) (6)
Down
1 ‘For I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find — for your souls’
(Matthew 11:29) (4)
2 Where Peter was when he denied Christ three times (Luke 22:55) (9)
3 Remarkable early 20th-century Indian evangelist, a convert from
Hinduism, — Sundar Singh (5)
4 ‘Now the king had put the officer on whose — — leaned in charge of the
gate’ (2 Kings 7:17) (3,2)
5 and 8 Across The Lover describes this facial feature of the Beloved thus:
‘Your — is like the tower of Lebanon looking towards — ’ (Song of Songs
7:4) (4,8)
6 ‘Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled — your waist’ (Ephesians
10 Trout (anag.) (5)
6:14) (5)
11 Easily frightened (1 Thessalonians 5:14) (5)
12 The ability to perceive (Ecclesiastes 10:3) (5)
13 One of the clans descended from Benjamin (Numbers 26:38) (9)
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FLOWERS
1
3 Dahlias
2
3 Roses
3
Mixed cut perennials in a vase

FRUIT
8
3 Eating apples
9
Dish of Blackcurrants
10
Dish of Raspberries

VEGETABLES
4 4 Potatoes
5 4 Runner Beans
6 4 Onions
7 Cut herbs in a jar

HOMECRAFT
11
Jar of jam
12
a photograph of Whittington
13
An arrangement of 5 flowers
14
A knitted item

CHILDREN’S SECTION:
Age groups: 3 years and under; 4 & 5 years; 6 – 8 years; 9 – 11 years.
There will be a small prize awarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd for each item in all
Sections and a cup for the winner in each age group.
3 years and under – 1 3 decorated biscuits
4 & 5 years

– 1 A vegetable animal
2 A hand print

6 – 8 years

– 1 A model made of recycled material
2 2 fairy cakes on a plate

9 – 11 years

– 1 A Lego item
2 A greetings card (any medium)

ALL ENTRIES TO BE STAGED 9:30-10:30am
AT THE CASTLE ON THE DAY OF THE SHOW
SHOW-CO-ORDINATORS – Libby Morris
& Kath Griffiths

01691 659566
01691 662116
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Coffee & Company
Come and Enjoy
a
Cup of Coffee or Tea
and a chat
in
Whittington Church - Thursday 27th July
10:00am – 12:00noon

All are very welcome
Entrance is free
Voluntary Donations to the Church

elevated to the men’s choir stalls and realise what they’ve been missing on
choir outings for all those years.
And so once again, we return home, happy and tired, the boys longing for yet
more food and their Rector for a large gin.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
JULY at Whittington Castle
16th July Car Boot Sale - £5 per car – Sorry NO
trade stands and no cars before 8:30am
th
th
29 -30 July Multi-Period Living History
Weekend. Time travel through history
at this event. Living history encampments
include Ancient Greek, Medieval, Tudor, 18th century Redcoats, World War
I and II. Entrance Fee: £3 per adult, £1 per child.
May and June has seen a family of swans come to the moat at the Castle. We
hope that they settle but at the moment they come and go and vary from one
adult plus three cygnets nearly fully grown – Fingers crossed!

CAR BOOT SALES

FRIDAY 7th JULY
FRIDAY 21st JUly
GATES OPEN

9:00am

SALES FROM

9:30am – 1:00pm

PITCH FEE
£6:00
Entrance is FREE – Refreshments available from the Club House
All proceeds towards the upkeep of the Club
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Never let the future disturb you. You will meet it, if you have to, with the
same weapons of reason which today arm you against the present. –
16
Marcus Aurelius

On Saturday 10th June there was a strange visitor to the moat in the shape of
an Australian Ibis! We had to look it up as it looked so strange with its long
thin beak. Visitors tried feeding it corn but it could not pick it up – so we
looked up what it ate and it said seafood and possibly sandwiches! So I gave
it some smoked salmon! No wonder it likes the moat.
Have you been to the Castle recently? We have a good selection of gifts in
the shop including packs of notelets with village views, individual cards
featuring “Betty” our late swan and small cotton tote bags featuring a colour
photograph of the Castle – all ideal as small gifts. In addition we have a
selection of children’s toys and a good selection of second-hand books.
Sue Ellis, Castle Manager – Telephone 01691 662500
E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk
Website: ww.whittingtoncastle.co.uk
Education is never as expensive as ignorance. - Anon
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On the hazards of the Annual Choir Outing
The Rectory
St James the Least

CHILDREN’S PAGE

My dear Nephew Darren
A local phenomenon invariably occurs at St. James
the Least of All each June: large numbers of boys
discover a vocation to join the church choir. The fact
that their annual outing happens in July is, I am sure,
entirely coincidental. This year, I suggested a cultural tour of the Ashmolean
Museum at Oxford. Unaccountably, they wanted a visit to the local
Amusement Park. Life is nowadays so degenerate that democracy even
exists within the Church, and I was outvoted: 28 to 1.
Time was when you could drop them all off in the car park, give them half a
crown each and tell them to be back by 6pm, while I could enjoy a leisurely
lunch, a light doze on a deckchair in the park and cup of tea before returning
to the coach. Today, each boy has to be accompanied by an armed guard,
travelling a pre-planned route and reporting back to central control by mobile
phone at half-hour intervals. You are even expected to bring back the same
number you took out. The year when we returned home to find that we had
unaccountably lost five of them, would no longer be considered acceptable.
Our choirboys’ ability to consume candyfloss, toffee apples, ice-cream and
pop, generally doing so simultaneously, is awesome. Were it to become an
Olympic event, St. James’ would be guaranteed gold. But, the consequences
are unvaryingly predictable. The sight of Hutton minor projectile vomiting
while travelling at 50 mph 30 feet above the ground on the Big Dipper is an
image that, sadly, will never fade. It did, however, hugely increase his
standing within the choir. That one disaster may well ensure his election to
Head Chorister in future years.
Since we now hold separate events for boys and men, the juniors are at least
spared the unedifying spectacle of seeing their Rector unsuccessfully
attempting to keep the gentlemen out of the first public house they come to –
and then prising them back out when it is going-home time.
It also means that the sing-song on the coach on the return journey delays the
juniors learning some unsavoury songs for a little longer – until they are
20
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Sea Sunday – 15th July
Look around your home. How much of the contents in
your cupboards, wardrobe, rooms, and even garage came
to you over the seas, via the great merchant ships? What
would your home be like without them? Yet when did
you last give a thought to the people who bring them to you?
It is a curious fact that seafarers are one of the most important, and yet
invisible people groups in our society. We all of us depend on them to fill
our homes and businesses with an endless variety of goods, and yet we never
see them, never speak to them, and rarely even remember their existence.
It suddenly makes Sea Sunday seem good sense: an annual opportunity to
give thanks for the seafarers of the world, and to pray for their personal wellbeing. For going to sea is a lonely occupation. It separates families for
months on end. It can sometimes be dangerous, and is always physically
demanding work. So this month, on Sea Sunday, let’s pause and give thanks
to God for the seafarers of the world. Let’s remember how their work so
enriches our lives. Let’s pray for them, for their families, and let’s support
the organisations that offer them care and support through their chaplaincy
work. In doing so, we will join with thousands of other Christians, from
London to Lagos, Manila to Melbourne and Durban to Dunkerque, who each
year remember the seafarers who make our prosperity possible.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Beat back seat boredom
Do you have a long holiday drive with the family ahead of you? Here is a
game to play to keep the tedium at bay...
Car Snooker:- This game starts when someone spots (or ‘pots’) a red car,
which gives them a score of one point. Then someone needs to spot a car of
one of the following colours: yellow (two points), green (three points),
brown/rust/orange (four points), blue (five points), purple-pink or rose (six
points) or black (seven points).
Someone then has to spot another red car, and so the process is repeated until
fifteen red cars and all the other coloured cars have been spotted. Hopefully,
by then, you will have arrived!
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The Brook Song
Little brook! Little brook!
You have such a happy lookSuch a very merry manner, as you swerve and curve and crookAnd your ripples, one and one,
Reach each other's hands and run
Like laughing little children in the sun!
Little brook, sing to me;
Sing about the bumblebee
That tumbled from a lily bell and grumbled mumblingly,
Because he wet the film
Of his wings, and had to swim,
While the water bugs raced round and laughed at him.
Little brook-sing a song
Of a leaf that sailed along
Down the golden-hearted centre of your current swift and strong,
And a dragon-fly that lit
On the tilting rim of it,
And rode away and wasn't scared a bit.
And sing-how oft in glee
Came a truant boy like me,
Who loved to lean and listen to your lilting melody,
Till the gurgle and refrain
Of your music in his brain
Wrought a happiness as keen to him as pain.
Little brook-laugh and leap!
Do not let the dreamer weep:
Sing him all the songs of summer till he sink in softest sleep;
And then sing soft and low
Through his dreams of long agoSing back to him the rest he used to know!
by James Whitcomb Riley
A compliment is verbal sunshine. - Robert Orben
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