WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

PARISH SERVICES

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre
Secretary: Mrs Joyce Howard

Tel:656389

SUNDAY SERVICES:
8:00am Holy Communion on 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays
10:30am Holy Communion weekly
6:30pm Holy Communion according to the Book of
Common Prayer on 1st Sunday
6:30pm Evensong on the 3rd Sunday

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:

Chairman: Jonjo Evans
Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis

Tel:671300
Tel:662500

4:00pm Messy Church on the 4th Sunday
(No Service in July or August)

BELL RINGING:

Details from Brian Rothera

Tel:657778

BROWNIES, GUIDES:

6:00-7:15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre
Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere
Tel:624390
BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen)
2 Heather Bank, Gobowen
Tel:658016
e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com

WEEKDAYS: 9:30am Holy Communion - Thursday
5:30pm Choir Practice
- Alternate Thursdays
RECTOR:
Reverend Sarah Burton
Tel:238658
Assoc. Minister: Reverend Richard Burton email:wwfchurch@gmail.com
The Rectory, Castle Street, Whittington SY11 4DF
Curate:

Reverend Jassica Castillo-Burley

Tel:611749

WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:

CHURCHWARDENS:

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions
Leaders: Dawn and Mandy
Meet in the Community Centre 9:00am – 3:00pm

Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington

Tel:670940

Mrs G Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com

Tel:662236

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington
Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington

Tel:656389
Tel:659562

ORGANIST: Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall

Tel:662116

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White
Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm. This will now be the
only stop in the village.

MAGAZINE:
Editor:
Miss A Ward, Manor Garden, 5 Boot Street,
Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com

Tel:672838

CHURCH WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk

Distribution:

Tel:659385

SCHOOL WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonschool.co.uk

WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL:

Tel:670127

SENIOR CITIZENS:

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning
All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall
Secretary: Mrs Gillian Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington

Tel:662236

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE:
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Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road

Headteacher: Mr Carl Rogers
e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk

Tel:662269
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CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY:

July 2018

Bardsey Island
Bardsey island lies 2 miles
off the end of the Lleyn
peninsula and is just a mile
long. St Cadfan built a
monastery on the island in
516 and a community of
monks lived there until
the time of Henry V111 and
the dissolution. In the
middle ages the island became a major centre of pilgrimage,
but it was not a safe journey as the short sea crossing claimed
many lives.
In recent years the pilgrimage route to Bardsey has been
revived and many hundreds of people participate each year.
The route begins on the coast near Holywell, goes through St
Asaph and onto Bangor. Pilgrims then travel along the north
coast of the Lleyn, dropping down into Aberdaron and then
finally catching the ferry to Bardsey. On the route pilgrims get to
see some amazing churches: some of my favourites are
Llangelynin, found high in the Carneddau mountains; Clynnog
Fawr just off the main A499 west of Caernarfon; and Tudweiliog
near the coast west of Nefyn. When pilgrims get to Bardsey
they are met by the chaplain.

Mr Andy Cawthray - email: WhitCBC@gmail.com

Tel:657178
07581 710523

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:

Richard Beaman

Tel:659166

CRICKET SECRETARY:

Trina Lewis – email: lewisbtkr@aol.com

Tel:774406
07968 844341

BOWLING SECRETARY:

Eileen Sinker

Tel:770212

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY:

Mrs Kath Griffiths

Tel:662116

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON
AND WEST FELTON:

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG
e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk
Tel:650488
WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL:

Mrs A. S. Cowley, “Pear Tree” Cottage, Treflach, Oswestry
(Clerk to the Council) – Held the fourth Tuesday in the month
ascowley.whitpc@sky.com
www.whittingtonpc.wordpress.com

Tel:659496

SHROPSHIRE YOUTH SERVICE:

Rural Mobile visits the village on Tuesday 6:15pm – 8:00pm
bus parks opposite the “Premier” Shop, Whittington.
Open to young people between the ages of 13 – 20 yrs.
Contact: Wendy Stockton, Shropshire Council Youth Worker.

Tel:654175

BAPTISM SECRETARY:

Sarah and I are going to Bardsey to be the resident chaplains in
the first week of August (July 28 to August 4). We will be
looking after the small chapel but we hope there will be lots of
time left for bird-watching. We will have to live off-grid for the
2

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk

Tel:681036

WEDDING: Please contact the Rector

Tel:238658
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For nearly 60 years, the Hartley family has been providing Bermuda’s bestloved tourist attraction, courtesy of an ingenious diving helmet invented by
current owner Greg’s grandfather in the 1930s. The Hartley Diving Helmet
allows anyone - even those who can’t swim - a chance to spend some time
on the sea floor, with ten feet of turquoise water above them, and a perfect
view of tropical parrotfish and beautiful white angelfish, browsing among
the golden heads of coral all around. The Helmet, which has a seriously
Captain Nemo aesthetic about it, is suitable for adventurers of all ages, sizes
and abilities - and the informative, charismatic Greg does everything in his
power to ensure that your time on his boat is unforgettable.
South Shore Park is a half mile long coastal reserve protecting some of
Bermuda’s best beaches; there are a total of 12, ranging from tiny inlets such
as Peel Rock Cove, to larger half-moon bays such as Horseshoe Bay, one of
the world’s finest beaches. On the eastern fringe of the park is a wonderful
stretch of pink and white coral sands, known as Warwick Long Bay; this
beach generally has good waves suitable for bodysurfing.
Spittal Pond Nature Reserve is Bermuda’s largest and most accessible nature
reserve, offering excellent trails and the island’s finest bird watching. It
attracts scores of migratory shorebirds and waterfowl, with the greatest
variety to be found during spring and autumn. Of the two dozen shorebird
species that feed at the edge of the brackish Spittal Pond, the Lesser
Yellowlegs are the most abundant; egrets and herons are frequent visitors as
well. Visitors can also walk along a scenic mile-long nature trail that runs
through the reserve along the shoreline and through woods and farmland.

week, (no running water or electricity), and will need to take all
our food with us as there is no shop. It should be great,
especially if there are some Manx Shearwaters still calling in the
middle of the night – I’ve never heard them.
If you are visiting the Lleyn that week why not catch the ferry
and come to see us? One of the chaplains who goes every year
tells me he catches his own lobsters for supper – you never
know we might just have one to spare. The quiet and the beauty
of the place will be heavenly.

Richard

Whittington and West Felton
Church Family Barbecue
From 4:00pm Sunday 15 July
at Whittington Rectory
Jamie Ward’s sausages and burgers, with homemade salads and desserts. Soft
drinks provided – BYO beer!
Please sign up in church or phone
Sarah and Richard if you’d like to
come so that we have an idea of
how many to cater for (01691 238658). We will be
inviting donations on the day, to cover costs.
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DIARY
1

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
10:30am
6:30pm

Parish Communion
Holy Communion According to the Book of
Common Prayer

2

2:00pm

New Starters Service – for the children who will be
starting at Whittington School in September, and
their families

3

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

4

7:30pm

Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens’ Hall; £1.50
including refreshments

5

9:30am

Holy Communion

7

8:30am

The July Prayer Breakfast to support the Schools
Christian Project Worker will be at All Saints Church,
Trefonen: if you would like to attend please call Lynn
Carroll on 659385 by Wednesday 4th July

8

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY – SEA SUNDAY

10

4

8:00am
10:30am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion

9:30am

Whittington Senior Citizens visit to the Denbigh
Vintage Museum; further details on page 11

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

The white house on the grounds of the Botanical Gardens is Camden, the
official residence of Bermuda’s Premier, and is open for tours, except when
official functions are scheduled. The gardens are a fragrant haven of exotic
subtropical plants, flowers, and trees. Some of the highlights of this 36-acre
paradise include the palm garden with native palmetto trees, the subtropical
fruit garden; a garden for the visually-impaired which features scented
plants, a ficus collection, and a flowering hibiscus garden. In addition, there
are greenhouses with orchids, bromeliads, a miniature forest and an aviary.
The land between Harrington Sound and Castle Harbour is riddled with
caves. Located 80 feet underground, Crystal Caves has dramatic stalactites
and stalagmites; there is a wonderful walk over the pontoon bridge to Cahow
Lake, with its crystal-clear water that reaches a depth of 55 feet. Visitors to
the Crystal Caves can also enjoy a leisurely stroll through the Palm Garden;
and a little further on are the Leamington Caves with their incredible crystal
formations and underground pools that can be explored along well-marked
paths. More caves are located in the grounds of 300-year-old Walsingham
House, now a well-known restaurant.
Fort Hamilton is a substantial Victorian fort with a panoramic view of the
harbour and Gibb’s Hill Lighthouse. At midday every Monday shows are
staged with bagpipers and traditional dancers. The ramparts are mounted
with 18 ton artillery pieces capable of firing 400 pound cannonballs through
iron-hulled vessels. Nearby is Clarence Cove, a popular little beach that
forms part of Admiralty House Park; the house itself dates from the early
19th century and was built as the residence of the Royal Navy’s regional
commander. Another military echo along North Shore Road, Black Watch
Well, marked with a memorial tablet, was dug by troops of the famous
Scottish regiment during a drought in 1849.
In Flatts Village is the Bermuda Aquarium, one of the world’s oldest,
founded in 1926; home to over 200 species of fish, it makes a fantastic place
for children to explore marine life and coral exhibits and the nearby zoo is
home to more than 300 birds, reptiles, and mammals from oceanic islands.
The Maritime Museum, located at the western end of Bermuda at the old
Keep displays a collection of 16th and 17th century shipwreck artefacts
recovered from local waters is another great place to entertain children,
along with the Bermuda Snorkel Park in the nearby Royal Naval Dockyard.
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TRAVELLER’S TALES

12

9:30am

Holy Communion

7:00pm

Whittington WI meet in the Community Centre;
Speaker: Keri Topic: Thighs the Limit – Lingerie
Past and Present

13

3:15-5:15pm

Whittington School Summer Fete

15

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

BERMUDA
‘You go to heaven if you want – I’d rather stay here in Bermuda.’ gushed
Mark Twain in the 19th century. Bermuda, Britain’s oldest colony, offers
pink sandy beaches, turquoise seas and picturesque colonial towns. It is an
archipelago of 81 islands located about 650 miles off the east coast of
America; the bulk of the country consists of the 7 main islands linked together by causeways and bridges stretching just 20 miles from tip to tail. It is
surrounded by a coral reef that has ensnared scores of shipwrecks, making
for memorable diving and snorkeling and the crystal-clear waters are perfect
for kayaking and yachting. It is hard to imagine that sailors once knew it as
Devil’s Island, but the combination of shallow waters and coral reefs caused
many shipwrecks in the past, which in turn contributed to the legend of the
Bermuda Triangle, stretching between Bermuda, Florida and Puerto Rico.
Most visitors are American who find it English in character; whilst British
tourists sense a strong American influence. Business attire may constitute a
jacket and tie with Bermuda shorts, but bikinis are banned further than 25
feet away from the water! Generous tax advantages and satellite
communications have induced a stream of major corporations to set up
offices on the island, and have helped Bermuda become one of the richest
countries, per capita, in the world. Over 200,000 people visit the islands
from cruise ships alone every year. The capital Hamilton, was named after a
former Govenor, and Front Street is where most of glittering shops, great
restaurants, retail shops and other commercial establishments like banks and
insurance companies are located. Hamilton’s pride is the Georgian-style
Sessions House, which dates back to 1815, and is used as the House of
Assembly and Supreme Court.
Bermuda did have a public railway between the island’s eastern and western
cities from 1931 – 1948. In 1984, the government opened the Bermuda
Railway Trail as a walking trail and bridle path. This 21-mile trail is a great
way to see the island’s natural flora and fauna and to experience some
breathtaking views and do a spot of bird watching. The trail can be cycled,
ridden on horseback, or even roller-bladed in certain areas and there are also
organised walking tours available.
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10:30am
6:30pm

Parish Communion
Evensong

4:00pm

Whittington and West Felton Church Barbecue at
Whittington Rectory; further details on page 3

16

LAST DAY for magazine material for the August edition of the
“Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, Manor Garden,
5 Boot Street, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com

17

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

19

9:30am

Holy Communion

1:30pm

Whittington School Leavers service in church; ALL
WELCOME

20
22

Whittington School breaks for the Summer Holidays
EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
ST MARY MAGDALENE
8:00am
10:30am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion

24

12:00noon

Whittington Senior Citizens’ Monthly Lunch at the
White Lion; further details on page 11

26

9:30am
Holy Communion
10:00am-12:00noon Coffee Morning in church; further details page 12
5

29

NINETH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8:00am
10:30am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Extracts from the Parish Registers
for the month of May 2018
HOLY BAPTISM

Park Crescent and at the top of Inglis Road, however not all are working at
the present moment.
Whittington Play Area: The Play Area reports are still awaited; it was
commented that the area may be managed by Shropshire Council.
Whittington Cemetery: It was noted that the Contractor has not been as
good as expected and will be approached about the work. The Church is
responsible for the Cemetery; there will be a meeting with the Church to
discuss any issues.

“We welcome you into the Lord’s Family”
th

13 May 2018

Isla Grace Margaret Jones
of Tetchill

13th May 2018

Kaitlin Lilian Leslie
of Wingate Way

HOLY MATRIMONY

Whittington Castle: Last month there had been a re-enactment at the Castle
which went very well. However a letter written to the Advertizer complained
about the cannon being fired at the display for the 2 days, and that the firing
was going on for too long.
Areas of Concern/Parish Matters: Councillor Harvey raised the question
regarding Rights of Way in the village. People wanting to walk around are
looking for signs of rights of way and are also trying to find some of the
stiles, which seem to have disappeared.

We sent our Best Wishes to:12th May 2018

Tom Alun Williams
and Katy Suzanne Edwards
both of Park Fechan Gardens
Communicants for the month……...…197
Attendance for the month……….........257
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The Rector and Trustees of the Friends of St John the Baptist acknowledge the
following donation:A donation of £605 in memory of Margaret Beryl Tomley
from her Family and Friends
Always keep your words soft and sweet, just in case you have to eat them
6

It was noted that the Defibrillator had arrived and training will be arranged
for individuals interested.
Local Joint Committee Meeting: Councillor Greg Hickman had attended.
He advised that in efforts to reduce speeding in the area, speed traps will be
used to identify Motor Bikes and Vans travelling too fast through the village.
He also mentioned Highways are being advised that there is a need to fix the
potholes in the village, but this could be expensive.
Date and time of the next meeting: The next Parish Council Meeting will
be at 7:30pm on Tuesday 26th June 2018 in the Senior Citizens’ Hall.
Paul Thompson-Lawrence
(This article is a brief outline of the main discussion points for the
Whittington Parish Council meeting and does not represent a formal record.
For an official copy of the minutes please contact the Parish Clerk or look on
the Parish Website - www.whittingtonpc.wordpress.com)
By perseverance the snail reached the Ark – Charles Haddon Spurgeon
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that a footpath was needed to allow residents to walk safely from the Venue
towards the A495 Whittington/Oswestry road until it rejoins the existing
footpath; this will be put on next month’s agenda.
There was a discussion regarding parking in the village where Shingler
Homes Ltd will be building; it was believed that a car-park would be built
and would be available.
Planning: 18/01990/FUL – Erection of 34 No. dwellings, formation of
access onto B5009, open space area and community parking area (Phase
1 of area approved under 14/03027/OUT) – Development Land SE of
Whittington Primary School, Station Road
18/02122/FUL – Erection of one detached bungalow – Land adjacent to
10 Walsham Avenue, Whittington. Noted it was too close and there was
not enough room; Councillors decided to object.
18/02172/TPO (validated: 11/05/2018) - The Beeches, 17 Boot Street,
Whittington, SY11 4DG - Proposal: Fell 1no. Sycamore showing signs
of decay protected by The Council of the Borough of Oswestry
(Whittington) TPO1967 (Ref: OS/00074/62); no comment from
Councillors.
Permission Granted: 18/01168/Ful 35 Fitzgwarine Drive – Erection of
extensions and conversion of existing garage
Permission Withdrawn: 18/01762/COU – Gracelands, Ellesmere Road –
Change of use from Care Home C2 to residential C3
2017/18 Financial Year End: The Clerk advised that everything was fine
and the document is to be signed off.
Annual Parish Meeting: Everything went well; the visiting speaker was
Police and Crime Commissioner, Mr John Campion.
Casual Vacancy for a Councillor for the Parish of Whittington: There
were no applications therefore Shropshire Councillor Steve Charmley was
approached, and he agreed to be co-opted onto the Parish Council.
Footway Lighting: Lamp Posts and some Light heads have been installed on
30

RIPPLE SUBSCRIPTIONS
If you have not yet returned your Ripple subscription for the
next twelve months then please do so as soon as possible;
and DO put your name on the envelope if you put it through your deliverer’s
letterbox please!
Once again I would like to particularly thank all those who deliver the
magazine each month – lovely when the sun is shining, but not so pleasant in
the snow and rain.
EAW
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
THANK YOU
Thank you to everyone who supported Christian
Aid in May. A total of £887.20 was raised;
£235.80 of this was the collection at the special
Evensong held on 13th May; £197.40 came from
the Raffle and Produce sales at the Coffee Morning held in the Senior
Citizen Hall on 17th May and £454 was given through the Christian Aid
donation envelopes collected at the Coffee Morning. Overall £517 was Gift
Aided.
Thank you to all who provided cakes and other provisions for sale, and raffle
prizes. Thank you also to those who made coffee and helped out on the day,
and finally a very big thank you to everyone who came and supported the
event.
Gill Roberts
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Sea Sunday is 8th July – buy some yellow wellington boots!
The Fishermen’s Mission is selling yellow wellington boots as part of its
campaign to raise awareness of those lost at sea while working in the fishing
industry in the past ten years. For every pair of boots sold, the charity will tie
a yellow ribbon to the flagpole outside its head office in Hampshire. The
campaign, ‘100 in10’, hopes to highlight the dangers of working on trawlers,
and the impact of deaths on families and communities. The Fishermen’s
Mission provides 24/7 practical, financial and pastoral support to fishermen
and their families. More details at: www.fishermensmission.org.uk
7

WHITTINGTON GARDENS COMPETITION 2018
The competition is open to any garden within the Whittington Parish
boundary and prizes will be presented to the winners at the Village Fete at
Whittington Castle on Monday 27th August 2018.
CLASSES AND PRIZES
Class 1
Best large garden
Dovaston Perpetual Salver
Class 2
Best small garden
Flower Guild Rose Bowl
Class 3
Best senior citizen’s garden Castle Cup
Class 4
Best herbs in a container
Community Centre Cup
Class 5
Best vegetable garden
Mayor’s Cup
Class 6
Best planted container
Morhys of Rosehill Cup
Class 7
Best shrub
Vernon West Award
Special Class Most fragrant rose in all the gardens visited - Pam Kup Cup
NB: To avoid confusion with judging please enter only one garden in
either section 1, 2 or 3. Entrants’ gardens will be judged towards the end of
July 2018. Entrants will be notified of the exact date in advance.
CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES: SATURDAY 30th JUNE
The judges decision will be final, but join in the competition and enjoy it! No
entries accepted after the closing date.
For further information please contact the organiser,
Libby Morris on 01691-659566
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Entry Form for Whittington Gardens Competition 2018
Please complete, detach and return to:-

Whittington Parish Council News,
Meeting held on 22nd May 2018
There were eight Parish Councillors, the Clerk, PCSO Dave Hughes, and six
members of the public at the meeting.
Your Local Police Officer and Community Support Officers Contact
numbers: Local Police Officer: - PC 3718 Kate Le’Clere – 07792 774 024
Police Community Support Officers: - PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes – O7816
172 510; and PCSO 40279 Pete Roberts – O7792774047
About your Team: Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and
partners to identify, tackle and solve issues that matter to the community
where you live. Making neighbourhoods safer by cutting day to day crime
and anti-social behaviour is at the heart of keeping people in West Mercia
safe. Thanks to an investment in mobile tablet style computers, these will
enable officers to spend more time on patrol on the street and in
neighbourhoods. Officers will continue to come to people when they need
them and provide a high quality service however you contact us - in person
(on the street, at community bases and at partners and communities together
[PACT] meetings), on the phone or online.
Get in touch - 101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime
 oswestryrn.snt @westmercia.pnn.police.uk
 www.westmercia.police.uk
/
@Oscops - Only call 999 in an emergency, when a crime is in
progress or life is in danger.

1 wish to enter: Class 1

Class 2

Class 3

Class 4

In the event of a Police emergency call 999 for urgent attention; or ring 101
for non-emergency calls. The Police mobile numbers above will only be
answered if the Officer is on duty. If your call is not answered please leave
your name, number and a brief message. The Officer will respond at their
earliest convenience when they are next on duty.

Class 5

Class 6

Class 7

Special
Class

Crimes reported in April: There were 12 crimes reported in total – AntiSocial Behaviour/Nuisance (8); Criminal Damage (3) and Theft (1).

Libby Morris, 7 Rosehill Close, Whittington. SY11 4DY
Entry Fee: £1 per class
Please tick all relevant boxes

Name: .................................................................... Tel: ...................................
8 Address: .........................................................................................................

Public Participation: One member of the public from Park Hall commented
29

Queen Victoria, in which he writes (translated): “There is a book called
Kebra Nagast which contains the law of the whole of Ethiopia, and the
names of the shums (governors), churches and provinces are in this book. I
pray you will find out who has got this book and send it to me, for in my
country my people will not obey my orders without it”. On Victoria’s permit,
the book was returned to Ethiopia, and it is now kept in Raguel Church in
Addis Ababa, where a front page inscription explains its history.
But there is no primary evidence, archaeological or textual, for the queen in
Ethiopia. The ruins at Aksum are a thousand years too late for a queen
contemporary with Solomon - at least on his traditional dating to the tenth
century BC and the great Sabaean kingdom in southern Arabia lists names of
ruling kings at the time when Sheba is supposed to have sat on the throne.
But the story must be based on something; could Sheba’s embassy to Israel
be one of the first great trade missions in the world? There are ancient texts
that do talk about powerful queens of northern Arabia in the 7th and 8th
centuries BC - the time that some historians in Israel are tempted to place the
historical King Solomon.
As for the queen herself, her history remains an enigma. She was a woman
of power, an adoring mother and a mysterious lover - also a founder of
nations and a demon with a cloven hoof. It is perhaps these many strands to
her tale that are in the end the real key to her popularity.
Abridged from an article by historian Michael Wood
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Beware addictive games
How will your children be spending their time this summer? Not playing too
many highly addictive video games such as Fortnight hopefully. Fortnight
pits 100 players against each other and is free to play on mobile phones and
consoles. Since its launch last July, it has been downloaded more than 40
million times, and has been endorsed by numerous celebrities from
footballers to rappers. Anne Longfield, the Children’s Commissioner, says:
‘Many parents are really worried about the power some games and apps have
over their children’s lives, and the way they encourage them to keep buying
new features…’
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Do not give, as many rich men do, like a hen that lays an egg –
and then cackle - Henry Ward Beecher

WHITTINGTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
WHITTINGTON TOGETHER 27th AUGUST 2018

BEST FRONT GARDEN COMPETITON
From July 1st – 10th a ‘secret judge’ will be combing the parish for the Best
Front Garden. There are no entry forms – every garden is eligible, regardless
of size. The judge will not go into the garden, only look from the road and
take in the view admired by passers-by. Size does not matter – we are
looking for the garden with the ‘X’ factor.
The winner/s will be notified at the beginning of August and the trophy
presented at Whittington Together Show at the Castle on 27th August.

What does you front garden
offer? So – get weeding
and mowing – The judge is
on his – or her – way!
Christine Hughes
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The National Health Service began operating 70 years
ago, on 5th July 1948, when Sylvia Beckingham, aged13,
was admitted to hospital in Manchester to be treated for a
liver condition.
It was the climax of a hugely ambitious plan by Labour
Health Secretary Aneurin Bevan to bring good health
care free to all at the point of delivery. The health service would be available
to everyone and financed entirely from taxation, which meant that people
paid into it according to their means and was based on a report by William
Beveridge in 1942.
The problem with it remains the huge increase in costs resulting from,
among other things, advances in medical science, drugs and equipment.
Andy McSmith wrote in The Independent ten years ago: “It seems no
amount of money will satisfy the infinite demand for better NHS care.”
9

Within a few years prescription charges were introduced, as well as a charge
for dental treatment. The current prescription charge is £8.80 per item and
dental charges are high.
Saving the NHS seems to be a national preoccupation in the 21st century. The
Christian Medical Fellowship is campaigning to emphasise the vital and
radical need for Christians within it.
Tim Lenton
Latest NHS initiative - No more spoonfuls of
sugar to help the medicine go down
The NHS may bring in a complete ban on sugary
drinks in hospitals, after more than a third of its
trusts have failed to sign up to a voluntary scheme
to cut sales. It seems that so far 80 out of 232 trusts
have not yet joined the voluntary programme to
reduce the amount of sugary drinks on offer in hospitals.
This is despite evidence of the dangers of sugar consumption. As Simon
Stevens, the NHS’s chief executive in England, explains: ‘We now know
that obesity causes 13 different types of cancer as well as heart attacks and
strokes, so the NHS has needed to get its own house in order.’
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
From the Parish Council Chair
The Parish Council have appointed a new Clerk to replace Sue Cowley who
leaves at the end of June. Sue has given over 30 years of service to the
Council, and we wish her and Brian all the best for the future.
Amy Hughes will take over on 1st July; she has, until recently, been Clerk
for Gobowen & Selattyn, and we welcome her to our Council. We will
publish her full contact details on our web site and in the next Ripple, once
she has taken up her post.
Thanks to the generous grant from the British Heart Foundation the
defibrillator has arrived and been installed on the Senior Citizens Hall wall;
many thanks to Gill Roberts for her help with this. Once Amy has started her
job she will be arranging training for anyone interested. I have a few names
already; please let anyone from the Council know if you wish to be included.
10
Jill Whitby – Parish Council Chair

story there shares some of the familiar lines of the Bible version, but adds a
few of its own – Sheba’s child had one normal foot and one goat’s hoof.
God, we are told, had enabled Solomon to converse with birds and one day
noticed that the Lapwing was missing. When the bird returned, she explained
that she had been travelling in a foreign land, known as Saba, which was
ruled over by a queen who was immensely rich and sat on a throne of gold
and silver. Solomon invited the queen to visit him and on arrival she entered
the palace that he had had specially built for her. The walls and floor of the
building were made of glass, and water flowed over the floor. She picked up
her skirt to walk over the flood and so revealed her legs, which were covered
with hair, like a goat’s. (A later Arabic tale tells of how the Queen of Sheba
came to have a goat’s hoof as a foot. Whilst pregnant, her mother saw a
handsome goat which she craved for, ‘after the manner of women who are
with child’, and when her own daughter was born, the child had one normal
foot and one goat’s hoof.)
In the Ethiopian holy book - the Kebra Nagast - where her name is Makeda,
it tells of her hairy hoof, her trip to Solomon and her seduction. But these
tales go further. Here, the queen returns to her capital, Aksum, in northern
Ethiopia, and months later gives birth to Solomon’s son, who is named
Menelik, meaning ‘Son of the Wise’. The story goes that, years later,
Menelik travelled to Jerusalem to see his father, who greeted him with joy
and invited him to remain there to rule after his death. But Menelik refused
and decided to return home. Under cover of darkness he left the city - taking
with him its most precious relic, the Ark of the Covenant. He took it back to
Aksum, where it still resides today, in a specially built treasury in the
courtyard of St Mary’s Church. The importance of the queen, the Ark of the
Covenant and the Kebra Nagast in Ethiopian history cannot be overstated.
Through their reading of the Kebra Nagast, Ethiopians see their country as
God’s chosen country, the final resting place that he chose for the Ark - and
Sheba and her son were the means by which it came there. Thus, Sheba is the
mother of their nation, and the kings of the land have divine right to rule
because they are directly descended from her. Emperor Haile Selassie even
had that fact enshrined in the Ethiopian Constitution of 1955.
Haile Selassie was not, however, the first Emperor to publicly declare the
importance of the Kebra Nagast. London’s National Archives contain letters
dating from 1872, written by Prince Kasa (later King John IV) of Ethiopia to
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The Queen of Sheba

WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers

It was this month’s recipe which got me asking – just who was the Queen of
Sheba? My only knowledge comes from 1 Kings, chapter 10, v 1-13: “And
when the Queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon concerning the
name of the LORD, she came to prove him with hard questions. And she
came to Jerusalem with a very great train, with camels that bore spices, and
very much gold, and precious stones: and when she was come to Solomon,
she communed with him of all that was in her heart. And King Solomon
gave unto the Queen of Sheba all her desire, whatsoever she asked, beside
that which Solomon gave her of his royal bounty. So she turned and went to
her own country, she and her servants.” (Notice she has not been named.)

The lunch at The White Lion this month is on Tuesday 24th July; please
contact Val Hayward on 01691 662434 if you would like to join us. If you
are a regular at the lunches, please let Val know if you are unable to attend
for any reason. The cost of the two course roast lunch is currently £7.50, and
includes tea or coffee. The White Lion is now “under new management”;
why not join us and see if you enjoy our company, you do not have to
commit to attending every month.

The Queen of Sheba - an exotic and mysterious woman of power – is also
immortalised in other world religions: the Muslim Koran, in the Ethiopian
Holy Book, the Kebra Nagast, along with Turkish and Persian painting; even
Hollywood released its own version of her story in the glossy Solomon and
Sheba of 1959(Yul Brynner and Gina Lollobrigida). In Africa and Arabia her
tale is still told today as it has been for nearly 3,000 years providing the
founding myths for the modern states of both Israel and Ethiopia.
The story cannot be verified but the ‘precious stones’, ‘spices’ and ‘incense’
that the queen brought as gifts to Solomon from her homeland must denote a
country rich in gems and incense trees. Only a few countries can boast these
attributes - countries such as Somalia and Ethiopia in the Horn of Africa, and
Oman and Yemen in the southern Arabian Peninsula. So what evidence is
there for a land called Sheba? The Book of Ezekiel (27 v.22-24) tells us that
the merchants trading with Tyre came from Sheba and Raamah, and brought
with them spices, precious stones and gold - the exact same goods that the
Queen of Sheba brought with her when she visited Solomon in Jerusalem.
The most popular translation of the Hebrew word ‘Sheba’ is the Arabic
‘Saba’ - referring to a great kingdom, the Sabaean kingdom, in what is today
Yemen; the Queen of Sheba has been said to have ruled here, and in Arabic
her name was Bilqīs. There are currently excavations going on of an ancient
temple in the old market town of Marib - thought to have once been part of
the ancient kingdom of Saba; the temple is known as the Temple of Bilqīs the name given to the Queen of Saba in the later stories in the Islamic
tradition. In the Koran, written earlier, the Queen of Saba is nameless. Her
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The knitted poppy appeal is going well and many ladies (and some
gentlemen) are busy knitting away as they watch TV in the evening; it does
not take long to knit one. Here, once again, are the instructions if you have
not yet tried to make a poppy. All you need is a ball of red wool, a pair of No
4 mm (8) needles. You need to cast on 60 stitches, work 8 rows in k2, p2,
then k2 together (30 stitches). Then slip 2, k1 and pass
slipped stitches over (10 stitches). Break off wool, leaving
a long tail, thread tail through 10 stitches, pull tight and fasten
off wool. Join the edges of poppy together and then sew a
black button in the centre. If you have some oddments of
black wool , the centre can be achieved by casting on 16 stitches, then cast
off the stitches and they will pucker up to form a centre that can be inserted.
Keep knitting, we still have time to reach the target.
Unfortunately we had to cancel the visit to Trentham Garden Village
due to lack of support; so many people seemed to be away on holiday;
perhaps we will try again sometime in the future.
We decided to hold a mini-cream tea on Friday 22nd June, I know it was
short notice and apologise to those who did not get to hear about it.
On July 10th we are visiting the Denbigh Vintage Museum which displays
50’s, 60’s memorabilia, consisting of transport items, fashions etc. The cost
of the trip is £10 for members and £12 for non-members. The coach starts
picking up at Rosehill at 9:30am, then at the Hall and finally at Three Trees.
For August 7th we are planning a ploughman’s lunch at the Hall; the cost will
be £7.50 and will commence 12:00 noon.
11

In September we plan to visit Chester, as so many people have said that they
have never visited Chester Cathedral, and those that had, said they would not
mind a visit to the city for a shopping trip, or you could take a river cruise.
Chester is a lovely city and well worth a visit. Please contact either Val or
myself if you would like to join one of these trips.
Committee Members: President: Val Hayward; Vice President: Veronica
Hargraves; Secretary: Gill Roberts; Treasurer: Marion Lycett; Committee
Members: Frances Savage, Sue Dyke, Glenys Shuker, Mary Tomkins
Gill Roberts – 01691 662236
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Coffee & Company
Come and Enjoy
a
Cup of Coffee or Tea
and a chat
In
Whittington Church - Thursday 26th July
10:00am – 12:00noon

All are very welcome
Entrance is free
Voluntary Donations to the Church
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Prenez garde! Voila le French mosquito!
If you are going to France this summer, be sure to use
repellent sprays. Aggressive tiger mosquitoes that can
carry viruses such as Zika, dengue and chikungunya have already spread
through half of France. Tiger mosquitoes (originally from Asia) can be
identified by their distinctive black-and-white striped body and legs. They
are now prevalent through the south and centre of France, and even in some
12

JUNE’S CROSSWORD ANSWERS
ACROSS: 1, Wickedness. 7, Harpist. 8, Teach. 10, Side. 11, Impostor.
13, Encamp. 15, Saddle. 17, Ignorant. 18, Tent. 21, Grass. 22, Olivier.
23, Wrongdoers.
DOWN: 1, World. 2, Crib. 3, Entomb. 4, National. 5, Started.
6, Whispering. 9, Harvesters. 12, Imprison. 14, Centaur. 16, Unload.
19, Evils, 20, Give.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Visit the Archbishops’ websites
Have you yet visited the two new websites for the Archbishops of
Canterbury and York? They were launched recently in order to promote their
work and give regular updates and news. Following the same design as the
Church of England’s main site, they have a mobile-friendly layout, and an
emphasis on images and videos. They are the first new sites for the
Archbishops in seven years – a ‘life-time’ in online terms!
www.archbishopofcanterbury.org and www.archbishopofyork.org
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Millennials opt for low-alcohol drinks
The sales of low-alcohol drinks have soared in the past
year by more than a fifth. It seems that healthconscious millennials are choosing low-alcohol beer or
soft drinks instead of the traditional range of alcoholic
drinks.
Over the past decade, drinking among young people has steadily fallen.
Some are mindful of their future health, while others fear getting drunk and
ending up looking ridiculous on Facebook. The figures were revealed in
documents from the Department of Health. Overall, value sales of low and
non-alcoholic brews rose from £5.9 million to £34.7million.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Not covered by insurance – A recent letter that appeared in The
Independent newspaper: ‘Following the recent major flooding, I find myself
out of pocket, due to what I am informed is an ”act of God” ; to avoid future
financial embarrassment, please could you recommend an atheist insurance
company?
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JULY QUIZ
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
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Who played Muhammad Ali in the movie about the great boxer?
Which presenter of “Blue Peter” was Miss Northern Ireland 1999?
Which John became Deputy Labour Leader under Tony Blair?
What kind of animal featured in the book “Watership Down”?
What flower is the emblem of the “Labour Party”?
Which instruments were featured in the hit single that came from the
film “Deliverance”?
Who used a children’s computer to “phone home”?
Who did Dr Hook speak to when trying to get through to Sylvia?
What number does the Roman numeral IV stand for?
What is measured by a manometer?
In which month is St David’s Day?
What type of animal is a natterjack?
Which Roman goddess of flowers is the name of a brand of
margarine?
What are the initials of the writer Tolkein?
Which superhero did Peter Parker turn into?
Clint Eastwood’s movie “Million Dollar Baby” features which
sport?
Which City do Aston Villa come from?
Jo Frost found TV fame as what?
What are Sting, Stewart Copeland and Andy Summers better known
as?
On what part of your body would you wear a stole?
What is the world’s largest species of penguin called?
In a pack of cards how many jack’s eyes can be seen?
London’s Denmark Street acquired which nickname?
In “Fifteen to One” how many contestants take part in the final
round?
Where is the 19th hole on an 18-hole golf course?
Who or what is Laika?
Which story of a boy dancer became a film then a West End musical?
Which spacecraft was commanded by Steve Zodiac?
In which stadium did England win the 1966 World Cup Final?
What do the initials HGV stand for?
Which cartoon mouse was Pixie’s friend?
What is the zodiac sign of Aquarius?

Parisian suburbs. The public health authority reports that 42 of France’s 96
departements, (counties), are affected and has warned people to be especially
careful from May until November. They are urging residents to remove
anything outdoors that could collect rainwater (where the bugs lay their
eggs), and for holidaymakers to use anti-mosquito sprays and wear longsleeved clothing and trousers.
Read this before you take your dog to Europe
British pets are at risk of catching deadly diseases from
foreign ticks when they are taken to the Continent. This is
the warning from vets, who are reporting increasing numbers of foreign ticks
who are being brought home from holidays to Spain, Cyprus, Romania and
Bulgaria.
Last year 287,000 dogs travelled abroad, and one Big Tick study found that
76 per cent of them returned to the UK carrying foreign ticks with them.
Encephalitis, which infects the brain and can cause death, is carried by the
Rhipicephalus sanguineus – the brown dog tick or kennel tick.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Diary of a Momentous Year: July 1918:
WHEN FRIENDS COME TO HELP
It is called ‘World War 1’ and certainly no previous
conflict had spread its ugly fingers so widely. Of
course, we tend to think of the Western Front. Our
default image of the War is of men in trenches, of mud and blood and
soldiers with drawn bayonets going ‘over the top’. In fact, the War was being
fought on many Fronts: the Eastern Front (Germany/Russia, about to end
with the new Russian regime); the Ottoman Front, in the Middle East; the
Italian Front (Italy and France against the ‘Central Powers’). Then there was
the Ocean Front (U-boats against Allied shipping), the only one where the
Germans were winning.
Not surprisingly, in view of all that, the War became one of resources,
human, military and economic; and by 1918 the Allies had a great
advantage. Hard-pressed armies were being continuously refreshed by the
arrival of well-trained and committed troops from many quarters, notably
13

Canada, Australia and New Zealand, and decisively the United States. These
soldiers, and many from other countries in the British Empire, were now
being equipped with newly designed, modern equipment. At last the Allies
outnumbered the Germans in tanks and aircraft – and the new planes were
faster, better equipped and armed.
All of this was, of course, evident to the German High Command, and
persuaded them to launch in July 1918 what one historian, Gary Sheffield,
has described as perhaps the defining battle of the War, the second Battle of
the Marne. It was a desperate attempt to inflict a heavy defeat on the Allies –
not in the vain hope of winning the War, but of getting a better bargaining
position in the peace negotiations that everyone expected. Launched on July
15th, it succeeded in driving the Allies back across the Marne. But they had
been prepared for it, and three days later launched a massive counter-attack.
Two French divisions captured 15,000 men and 500 tanks in a single
morning, and then went on to drive the Germans back across the Marne.
From now on the Allies knew they could win the War, and the Germans
finally accepted that they could not.
Canon David Winter
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Church of England is facing a serious shortage –
of church organists
Be very, very nice to your church organist,
and don’t upset them, because they are
becoming somewhat of an endangered
species in the Church of England. In fact, so
many churches now have organs, but no
organists, that nearly one in three churches
have introduced recorded organ music for their congregations to sing along to.
A recent survey, by the diocese of St Edmundsbury & Ipswich’s music
development director, found something very ominous: that less than four per
cent of churches have organists aged thirty years old or under. Almost half
of all churches who do have organists report that they are older than seventy.
But recorded organ music is hardly ideal – it tends not to leave enough time
between lines, and so rushes the singing along. Also, there is a weaker sense
of togetherness and community, if you are singing along to a machine, rather
than a person well known to you.
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coach park is (as far as I am concerned, a deficit of no more than 10% should
be entirely acceptable). I can think of several husbands who may be rather
thankful that their wives may not be back as soon as they had feared.
Our ladies return, invigorated with the thought of all the bits of information
about other members in the party that can be discreetly shared over the
telephone, while I am exhausted from 12 hours of attempting to be polite.
Meanwhile the sub-committee gets a date in the diary for planning next
year’s lavatorial sequence.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
MORE LANDMARK ANNIVERSARIES
175 years ago, on 19th July 1843 the steamship SS Great Britain, was
launched. Designed by Isambard Kingdom Brunel, it was the longest
passenger ship, at 322 feet, in the world at the time. It is now a museum ship
and visitor attraction in Bristol Harbour. She could carry 360 passengers
over 4 decks and had a crew of 120.
(The current longest passenger ship is Symphony of the Seas at 1,188 feet
long; she can carry a maximum of 6,680 passengers as well as 2,200 crew
members.)
++++++++++
th
80 years ago, on 9 July, 1938, 35 million gas masks were issued in Britain,
in anticipation of the Second World War.
++++++++++
40 years ago, on 25th July 1978 the world’s first test-tube baby, Louise Joy
Brown, was born in Oldham.
++++++++++
th
30 years ago, on 6 July 1988 an explosion and fire on the North Sea oil rig
Piper Alpha killed 167 people; it was the world’s worst offshore oil disaster.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Confession – On the way to church to make his first Confession, my nervous
seven-year-old grandson asked me what he could expect. ‘Confession is
where you tell all the bad things you’ve done to the priest,’ I told him.
He looked relieved. ‘Good. I don’t think I’ve done anything bad to the
priest.’
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On the perils of the Ladies’ Guild annual outing…
The Rectory
St. James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
And so once again we start the annual round of parish
treats. While the bell-ringers prefer public houses, and the choirboys want
fast food outlets, the Ladies’ Guild are centred on lavatories. The itinerary is
unchangeable: Coach drive to coffee stop and lavatory. Coach drive to
luncheon stop and lavatory. Coach drive to some arbitrary attraction –
provided it has a tea shop and lavatory. Coach trip home with a lavatory
stop en route.
A sub-committee will have been hard at work for the previous six months
deciding where to visit. The most disastrous course of action is to present the
group with a choice; if two options are provided, they will attract almost
equal numbers in favour, thus ensuring that half of the group will rejoice in
saying throughout the day that the other option would have been preferable.
When it comes to decision-making, Stalin had a lot going for him.
My predecessor in this parish left me a terrible legacy; he always
accompanied the Guild on their day out, thus obliging me to do the same. I
do, however, travel equipped with armaments. “The Times” crossword rules
out any possibility of conversation for at least the first two hours. Three
years ago, Mrs Phillips had the audacity to look over my shoulder and give
me 12 across; she will not make that mistake again. A brief nap after these
intellectual exertions, assuring those around me that I am meditating on the
theme for next Sunday’s sermon, ensures a morning almost free from having
to comment on the weather, other members of the party, or why I so rarely
drop in on the Pram Service.
The ideal destination is one where I have a clerical colleague, so while the
ladies wander about, shop and analyse why I still wear the same suit I arrived
in 30 years ago, we have an agreeable afternoon assassinating the characters
of bishops and archdeacons and bemoaning the standards of a new
generation of curates. After our different therapies, we all re-assemble at the
coach for the return journey.
Naturally, there is the traditional wait for those who have forgotten where the
22

Whittington International Chamber
Music Festival 2018
For the first time, and in its sixth year, the
Festival departed from the single composer
format to concentrate on music by British
composers from the seventeenth century to
the present day. Much of the music on the
programme is seldom heard, and indeed one work, a trio by Imogen Holst
remains unpublished. Imogen Holst was one of three women composers
whose music was played during the week.
The Lark Ascending, by Ralph Vaughan-Williams was the best-known
piece, which probably accounted for the largest audience of the week when it
was played on Thursday evening. Much of the music written in the first part
of the twentieth century was influenced by WW1 and by folk melodies that
began disappearing around that time.
Perhaps the highlight of the week was the concert on Friday which blurred
the boundaries between ‘classical’ and ‘folk’ music. Several local young
musicians delighted the audience with a special arrangement of music by
Purcell and Vaughan-Williams, and Donald Grant played traditional Scottish
fiddle music accompanied by the other members of the Elias Quartet.
Chris Symons’ excellent talk at the start of the week provided a musical and
historical context for the varied programme. Visitors came from as far afield
as Lincolnshire and Buckinghamshire, and were delighted by the energy and
enthusiasm of the performances.
Sincere thanks go to everyone in the community who contributed to another
triumphant Festival.
Rob Greaves
Festival chairman
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Walk out – After church, the woman at the door was embarrassed before the
minister. ‘I hope you didn’t take it personally when my husband walked out
during your sermon.’ ‘I did find it rather disconcerting,’ the preacher
admitted. ‘It's not a reflection on you at all,’ she assured him. ‘Ralph has
been walking in his sleep ever since he was a child.’
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WHITTINGTON TOGETHER CRAFT AND PRODUCE SHOW
MONDAY 27th AUGUST 2018
SCHEDULE
FLOWERS
1
3 Dahlias
2
3 Roses
3
Mixed cut perennials in a vase

FRUIT
8
3 Eating apples
9
Dish of Blackcurrants
10
Dish of Raspberries

VEGETABLES
4 4 Potatoes
5 4 Runner Beans
6 4 Onions
7 Cut herbs in a jar

HOMECRAFT
11
Jar of jam
12
A photograph of a castle
13
An arrangement of flowers
in a basket
14
A knitted item

CHILDREN’S SECTION:
Age groups: 3 years and under; 4 & 5 years; 6 – 8 years; 9 – 11 years.
There will be a small prize awarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd for each item in all
sections and a cup for the winner in each age group.
3 years and under – 1 3 decorated biscuits
4 & 5 years

– 1 A vegetable animal
2 A hand print

6 – 8 years

– 1 A garden on a plate
2 2 fairy cakes on a plate

9 – 11 years

– 1 A Lego item
2 A greetings card (any medium)
ALL ENTRIES TO BE STAGED 9:30-10:30am
ON THE DAY OF THE SHOW

SHOW-CO-ORDINATORS – Libby Morris
& Kath Griffiths
16

01691 659566
01691 662116

serving plate, loosely cover and chill until required; removing from the
fridge 15 minutes before serving. Lovely with a dollop of whipped cream.
It will keep well for several days.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Cat Prayer
Now I lay me down to sleep,
I pray this cushy life to keep.
I pray for toys that look like mice,
And sofa cushions, soft and nice.
I pray for gourmet kitty snacks,
And someone nice to scratch my back,
For windowsills all warm and bright,
For shadows to explore at night.
I pray I’ll always stay real cool
And keep the secret feline rule
To NEVER tell a human that
The world is really ruled by CATS!
Author Unknown
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Emily Bronte
Emily Brontë, author of ‘Wuthering Heights’ was
born 200 years ago, on 30th July, 1818, in Thorton,
Wet Yorkshire, moving shortly afterwards with her
family to nearby Haworth, where she lived until
her death at the age of thirty. Her mother and two
two oldest sisters died when she was still a child, and she became close to
her youngest sister, Anne, with whom she created a fantasy world called
Gondal. Emily was influenced both by her father, a curate and her mother’s
sister, Elizabeth Branwell, who was a Wesleyan.
Wuthering Heights, although unusual at the time for its passion and violence,
has a great deal of Christian content. First published in London in 1847, it
was one of the first two volumes of a three-volume set that included her
sister Anne’s Agnes Grey. The authors were given as Ellis and Acton Bell;
Emily’s real name did not appear until 1850. Emily tended to be solitary and
reclusive and never knew the extent of the fame she achieved, both for her
novel and her poetry, as she died just a year after its publication.
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH

CHILDREN’S PAGE

QUEEN OF SHEBA CAKE
Cake:
125g (4½ oz) dark chocolate about 50% cocoa
125g (4½ oz) unsalted butter, softened and diced
125g (4½ oz) golden caster sugar
3 medium eggs separated
1 tsp vanilla essence
Frosting:
2 tbsp dark rum
100g (3½ oz) dark chocolate
25g (1 oz) ground almonds
about 50 % cocoa
50g (2 oz) plain flour, sifted
25g (1 oz) unsalted butter
½ tsp cream of tartar
1 tbsp hot or cold coffee
1 tsp cider vinegar
Oven: 180°C/160°Fan/ Gas 4. Butter a 20cm/ 8 inch loose-bottomed cake tin
at least 5cm/2 inches deep and line it with a circle of baking paper.
For the cake, break up and gently melt the chocolate in a bowl set over a pan
containing a little simmering water, (do not let the bowl touch the water),
then set aside for 10 minutes to cool.
Whiz the butter in a food processor until pale and creamy, then add 100g/
3½ oz of the sugar and whiz until well-blended.
Incorporate the egg yolks, and then the cooled chocolate and vanilla,
followed by the rum. Fold in the ground almonds and the flour.
Transfer the mixture to a large bowl.
In a separate bowl whisk the egg whites with the cream of tartar until stiff
using an electric whisk, then sprinkle over the remaining sugar in two goes,
whisking for about 20 seconds with each addition. Whisk in the vinegar.
Fold the whisked egg whites into the chocolate mixture a third at a time, then
transfer to the cake tin and smooth the surface.
Bake in the preheated oven for 25 minutes, which will leave it slightly gooey
in the centre when cool. Run a knife around the edge of the tin and leave to
cool.
To ice the cake, remove the collar, invert the cake on to a wire rack and peel
off the paper (you will be icing the base rather than the top).
For the frosting break up and melt the chocolate with the butter over a low
heat. Stir in the coffee. Using a palette knife, spread the frosting over the
cake and around the sides; allow to set for about an hour. Transfer to a
20
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FROM THE PARISH RECORDS
It seems not unreasonable to assume that the
church records of births, marriages and deaths are
simply that. However it appears that from time to
time additional notes have been added by the
incumbent.
For example in 1591 and 1592 the absence of the Churchwardens seems to
have been always noted when it occurred, apparently because it was their
business to see that the proper entries were made in the register; and in April
1592, we are told that ‘warninge was given to the Churchwardens and
Sidesmen to note who weare absent on Marks daye from devine service,’
absence on holy days being contrary to the Act of Uniformity which made
Sunday attendance in church mandatory.
William Roberts, Rector from 1748-1784 was particularly fond of adding a
little extra on all sorts of topics to the record books, making, according to
some, our Registers more interesting than many others in the County.
1st Feb 1760

1761

Edward Rider of Whittington (died)
‘NB The above Rider, though illiterate and never educated
in the art of surgery, performed several extraordinary cures,
even upon some patients who were turned out of the Salop
Infirmary as incurable, preserving their limbs which were
doom’d to amputation. His charge to this his native parish
for the cure of a pauper’s compound fracture seldom
exceeded half a guinea’
A new plank barn threshing floor made instead of an old
clay floor at the expense of WR
-

1774

A stage coach for the first time made its appearance in
Shrewsbury

General Election (all the candidates listed for the local areas
and who supported them)

More extracts to follow at a later date – my thanks to Maureen Beard for a
copy of the Salopian Recorder which is produced by the Friends of
Shropshire Archives.
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JULY at Whittington Castle
8th July

28th/29th July

Car Boot Sale – Cars from 8:30am
£5 per car – sorry NO trade stands –
open 9-ish. No need to book, just turn
up.
Multi-Period Living History Weekend
open 10:00am – 4:00pm each day with groups from different
periods of history from Anglo-Saxon, who will tell visitors
about the battle of Oswestry and King Oswald, to 18th
century Redcoats and World War II, including some
American G.I.s. Includes demonstrations, talks and
encampments. £3 per Adult and £1 per child

The new pair of swans have now been named – Benedict and Beatrice. It
was decided they should start with ‘B’ again; they come from Shakespeare’s
play ‘Much Ado about Nothing’.
Sue Ellis, Castle Manager – Telephone 01691 662500
E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk
Website: ww.whittingtoncastle.co.uk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Some of Oswestry Library Events during July
Wed 4th 10:00 – 12:00noon –Free drop-in Hearing Aid Clinic run by
NHS volunteers
th
Thurs 5 12:30 – 1:30pm –Why did Australia enter WW1 – A talk
by Wendy Lowdon; £3, please book with
library staff
Wed 11th 12:30 – 1:30pm –An Audience with Natalie Cumming –
Author of ‘The Fiddle’; Join Natalie to hear
about the remarkable true story, tracing the
path of a precious violin across landscapes
devastated by war and terror, to safety and
restoration in 21st century Britain; £3, please
book with library staff.
Thurs 26th 12:30 – 1:30pm –The Mabinogion – with Dave Andrews,
Reader & Writer in residence at Oswestry
Library
19

