
 
 

 
 

WOMENS INSTITUTE:   

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre 

Secretary:   Mrs Joyce Howard                                                       Tel:656389 
 

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:  

Joint - Chairman: Paul Jones       Tel:679542 

      Andy Cawthray    Tel:657178 

Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis            Tel:662500 
 

BELL RINGING:  

Details from Brian Rothera            Tel:657778 
                                                                                                                
BROWNIES,  GUIDES:   

6pm- 7.15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre.  

Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere              Tel:624390                                                                        
 

BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:  

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen) 

The Manse, St Martins Road, Gobowen         Tel:658016 

e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com 
 

WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:  

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions 

Leaders:  Dawn and Mandy                                                      Tel:670127 

Meet in the Community Centre 9am – 3pm    

     
SENIOR CITIZENS: 

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning  

All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall 

Secretary:  Mrs Gillian Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington  Tel:662236  
 

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE: 

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White 

Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm. This will now be the 

only stop in the village. 
 

 

 CHURCH WEB-SITE ADDRESS:  
www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk 

36                                                                                  

 
 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES:      8:00am  Holy Communion 

     10:30am Parish Communion 

       (All Age Eucharist as announced) 

                                            6:30pm   Evensong (3
rd

 Sunday of each month)      

 
                                                First Sunday in the Month 

                                            6:30pm Holy Communion According to the 

                                                   Book of Common Prayer  

 

WEEKDAYS:                  Holy Communion - Thursday 9:30am 

                                           Choir Practice -        Friday     5:30pm 

 
RECTOR:      Reverend Sarah Burton                     Tel:238658  

      e.mail: whittington.church@yahoo.com  

 
CHURCHWARDENS:   
Mr I Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington   Tel:681036  

e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk 

Mrs G Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington   Tel:662236 

e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com    

 

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington     Tel:656389 

Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington               Tel:659562 
                                                                                                                  

ORGANIST:   Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall   Tel:662116 

 

MAGAZINE:        

Editor:               Miss A Ward, 4 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington Tel:672838 

  eaw4@btinternet.com 

 

Distribution:      Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road        Tel:659385 

 
WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL   

Headteacher:     Mr Sean Sibley                                                      Tel:662269 

  e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk  
 

1                                                           

PARISH SERVICES WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS 

Tel:679542
http://www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk/
Tel:656389


 

 

 

 

                          

Retirement of the Bishop of Lichfeld                                  June 2015  

 

In March, the Right Reverend Jonathan 

Gledhill announced his retirement as Bishop 

of Lichfield. He will leave office in 

September 2015.  

          

Bishop Jonathan said: “Forty years of ministry seem a good stint to Jane and 

me. It is with great mixed feelings that I make this announcement. But Jane 

and I know that, much as we will find it difficult to leave your love and 

prayers, it would not be right to continue much longer.” 

 

Bishop Jonathan was installed as Bishop of Lichfield in 2003. He is the 

98
th
 Bishop of Lichfield in a line going back to St Chad in 669 AD. Educated 

at Keele University, he enjoyed twenty years of ministry in Kent before 

becoming Bishop of Southampton in 1996. 

 

The Diocese of Lichfield covers an area serving two million people across 

Staffordshire, Shropshire and the Black Country. 

 

Mark Rylands, Bishop of Shrewsbury, said: “Bishop Jonathan has 

led Lichfield Diocese with both care for the people and passion for the good 

news of Jesus Christ. Growing a bigger Church to make a bigger difference 

in Society has been an inspirational vision - one which many others are now 

following. Jonathan was the first bishop to help a Diocese be so explicit in 

this. The sense of us all pulling together and that we are friends, despite our 

differences, are part of the ethos which he has established.” 

 

Bishop Jonathan will bid farewell to the Diocese on September 5
th
, at The 

Goodness of God celebration - a gathering of thousands from communities 

across the region, at the Bethel Convention Centre in West Bromwich. His 

final formal engagement as Bishop of Lichfield will take place at the 

cathedral on September 26
th
, when he hands over his pastoral staff for 

safekeeping. 
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CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY: 

Mr Andy Cawthray, e.mail: andy_ian@hotmail.com               Tel:657178 

                
CRICKET SECRETARY/BOOKING SECRETARY: 

Mr Brian Whitley, email: brianwhitley2005@yahoo.co.uk        

 
THE BOWLING SECRETARY: 

Mrs Jacqui Whitley 

e.mail: jacquiwhitley@yahoo.com                                                  Tel:830901 

 
COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY: 

Mrs Kath Griffiths        Tel:662116   
                                                                                
SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON 
AND WEST FELTON 

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG             

e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk     

Tel:650488                                         
WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Mrs A. S. Cowley, “Pear Tree” Cottage, Treflach Oswestry 

(Clerk to the Council) – Held the fourth Tuesday in the month     Tel:659496   

ascowley.whitpc@sky.com 

http://www.2shrop.net/whitpc 

 
SHROPSHIRE YOUTH SERVICE 

Rural Mobile visits the village on Tuesday 6:15pm – 8:00pm 

Bus parks opposite the “Premier” Shop, Whittington. 

Open to the young people between the ages of 13 – 20 yrs. 

Contact: Wendy Stockton, Shropshire Council Youth Worker.     Tel:654175     

 
BAPTISM SECRETARY 

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington  Tel:681036 

e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk 

 
WEDDING SECRETARY 

Mrs Ann Jones, Springfield, Station Road, Whittington       Tel:662356 
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Berkeley (pronounced 'barkly') is a perfectly preserved 840-year-old castle 

with a keep, dungeon and splendid staterooms with original tapestries, 

furniture and silver. The castle was most famously the scene of King Edward 

II's gruesome murder in 1327. It is believed that Edward was deposed by his 

French consort, Queen Isabella, and her paramour, the Earl of Mortimer. The 

castle also played an important role in the English Civil War (1642-1649). 

The oldest part of the castle was built in 1153 by Roger De Berkeley, a 

Norman knight, and has remained in the family ever since. The surrounding 

meadows, now the setting for pleasant Elizabethan-style gardens, were once  

flooded to make a formidable moat. 

 

Though architecturally Bath is something of a period piece, it is also a very 

modern city with loads of restaurants, pavement cafés, pubs and nightclubs. 

Bath’s answer to Camden Market is Walcot Street, where a bohemian street 

market takes place each weekend; and its parks and gardens are popular 

places to relax and enjoy pleasant weather. The International Music Festival 

marks the beginning of summer and adds to Bath's lively, festive 

atmosphere; the Theatre Royal is one of the country's leading provincial 

theatres and attracts big names and pre-West End show runs. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

?? 

Here in Whittington, we add our own thanks to Bishop Jonathan for his wise 

and careful leadership and service across the Diocese and his ministry 

amongst us. Our prayers are with him and Jane as they prepare together for 

retirement. We will also be praying for those who have been tasked with 

selecting and appointing a new bishop for the Diocese. 

 

Praying for others is an important part of the ministry of the church. Each 

Sunday we pray not only for ourselves and the church worldwide but also for 

the well-being of our local community and for peace, justice and care of the 

environment across the world. In all our services we are very fortunate to be 

led in our intercessions by different people from the congregation who bring 

a great deal of wisdom and sensitivity to this task. On 22
nd

 June at 7.30pm in 

the Lady Chapel there will be a meeting of all of us who are involved in this 

ministry in Whittington and West Felton to join together to develop our 

skills and share good practice. Anyone who would like to learn about leading 

intercessions is welcome to join us. The meeting will be led by Tony 

Sparham and myself. 

 

We are always happy to pray for the needs of particular individuals or 

groups, either in our public worship or quietly and confidentially, and we 

regularly pray for people who are unwell or have been recently bereaved. If 

you have a prayer request, please contact Julie Drowley (01691 671994, 

a.drowley@btinternet.com) or speak to one of the clergy or churchwardens.  

 

If you would like someone to pray with you, I would also be happy to 

arrange this. 

 

 

 

Love from  

 

 

     Sarah  
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DIARY 

 

1 11:30am Whittington Senior Citizens depart from the hall to  

   join a horse-drawn boat trip along the canal at  

   Maesbury; further details elsewhere in this edition  

   of “The Ripple” 

 

2 2:00-3:00pm Praise and Play in church 

 

3 3:00pm  Food Bank AGM at Albert Road Evangelical Church 

    

7:30pm  Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens’ Hall with light  

   refreshments - £1 

 

4 9:30am  Holy Communion 

 

6 8:00am   The June Prayer Breakfast to support Ben Mayho, 

   The Schools Christian Project Worker, will be held  

at the home of Gareth and Daphne Lovell, Rose 

Cottage, Church Lane Knockin (Knockin Parish 

Church); if you would like to attend please telephone 

Lynn Carroll-01691 659385 by Wednesday 3
rd

 June  

 

7 FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

 

 8:00am  Holy Communion 

 10:30am Parish Communion 

6:30pm Evensong 

 

9 12:00 noon Senior Citizens’ Fish and Chip lunch in their hall;  

    further details elsewhere in this edition of “The  

    Ripple” 

 

2:00-3:00pm Praise and Play in church 

 

4 

telescopes that he built, doubled the known size of 

the solar system in his time. The telescope through 

which Uranus was first spied was built in the 

delightful Georgian townhouse that today houses 

the Herschel Museum of Astronomy. You can view 

Herschel's workshop, as well as the original 

kitchen and the music room in the house where  

William lived with his sister, Caroline, at the end of the 18
th
 century. 

 

Bath's comprehensive Fashion Museum brings alive the story of fashion over  

the last 400 years, from the late-16
th
 century to the present day. The huge 

collection is fetchingly displayed on hundreds of dummies, providing a 

chronological journey through changing styles over the centuries. Apart from 

looking at all the fashion, there are opportunities to try on some replica 

garments for both children and adults; a highly popular attraction that will 

appeal to visitors of all ages.  

 

Take time out from the city’s pleasures to visit Longleat which is regarded as 

the best example of high Elizabethan architecture in Britain, and one the 

most beautiful stately homes that are open to public tours. The magnificence 

of the house itself is matched by the splendour of its surroundings, a 

spectacular mix of landscaped parkland, lakes and formal gardens. In 1949 

Longleat became the first grand home in England to open its doors to the 

public, and a few years later opened the first safari park outside of Africa. 

Visitors can drive through  

eight enclosures, where a  

wide range of animals  

can be seen including  

elephant, rhino, giraffe,  

monkeys, lions and tigers.  

Try not to lose your kids  

In the world's longest  

maze, made up of more  

than 16,000 English  

Yews! Alternatively, take  

the little ones for a ride  

on the miniature railway or to meet some of the friendly animals at Animal 

Adventure before letting them run amok in the Adventure Castle.  

 

?? 

 

 

 



 

 

BATH 

 

It is easy to assume that we all wish to explore places overseas but of course 

we have much to see and enjoy nearer home, Bath for example.   

 

The Romans established Bath in the year 43AD and were the first to 

capitalise on the only natural hot springs in Britain, but it is believed that 

they were a local attraction long before Rome itself was built. These ancient 

baths were once considered the finest in the Roman Empire, but in the 

middle ages they fell into disrepair. It was during a visit by the ailing Prince 

George (Consort to Queen Anne) in  

1702 that the baths once again became  

a popular healing destination and  

became a fashionable spa town for  

royalty and the cream of the aristocracy  

who came to ‘take the waters’. Over the  

course of the city’s redevelopment in  

the late 18
th
 century the Roman ruins  

were rediscovered and restored. Today  

visitors can see the seven ancient baths and view the Georgian splendour of 

the Pump House, where the musty mineral waters can be sampled by the 

strong of stomach. The magnificent centrepiece is the Great Bath; lined with 

lead and filled with hot spa water, it once stood in an enormous barrel-

vaulted hall that rose to a height of 131feet.  

 

Jane Austen lived and based several of her books in Bath, and on Gay Street 

visitors can find the Jane Austen Centre, which displays her life and times. 

For an authentic feel of life gone by, period decorations and furniture have 

been reinstated in No1 Royal Crescent, so that the house appears as it did in 

its days as a fine 18
th
 century townhouse. The fascinating story of Georgian 

Bath is further presented by the Building of Bath Museum; it is housed in the 

Gothic-styled Countess of Huntingdon's Methodist Chapel, which was built 

in 1765 and renovated in 1984 by the Bath Preservation Trust. 

 

Distinguished astronomer William Herschel used a telescope he built himself 

to discover the planet Uranus in 1781, thus securing his place in history as 

one of the greatest astronomers of all time. His observations, and the  

?? 

11 ST BARNABAS 
 

9:30am  Holy Communion 
 

5:30pm  Whittington Women’s Institute meets at Whittington  

   Castle 
 

12 7:30pm  ‘A.S.K.’ Churches Together in Oswestry District  

   joint church time of prayer at Corner stone Baptist  

   Church, Oswestry 
 

14 SECOND SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
 

  8:00am  Holy Communion 

  10:30am Parish Communion 
 

15 LAST DAY for magazine material for the July edition of the  

   “Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, 4 Rosehill  

   Avenue, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com  
 

 5:00-7:30pm Schools Christian Worker Project AGM at The  

   Quinta Christian Centre 
 

16 9:30am  Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel 
 

2:00-3:00pm Praise and Play in church 
 

 7:30pm  The Filling Station; further details elsewhere in 

   this edition of “The Ripple” 
 

18 9:30am  Holy Communion 
 

21 THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
 

  8:00am  Holy Communion 

  10:30am Parish Communion 

  6:30pm  Evensong 
 

 CLOSING DATE for entries to Whittington Gardens Competition 2015  
 

22 7:30pm  ‘Leading Intercession’ in the Lady Chapel; a  

    refresher for all who currently lead intercessions 

    and an opportunity for others to discover what is  

involved in contributing to worship in this way       5 

TRAVELLER’S TALES 

 



23 9:30am  Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel 

 

 12:00 noon Senior Citizens’ Lunch at the White Lion - £6;  

   further details elsewhere in this edition of  “The  

   Ripple” 

 

2:00-3:00pm Praise and Play in church 

 

7:30pm  Whittington Parish Council meets in the Senior  

  Citizens’ Hall 

 

24 PATRONAL FESTIVAL – ST JOHN THE BAPTIST 

 

25 9:30am  Holy Communion 

 

27 12:00-4:00pm Robert Jones and Agnes Hunt Orthopaedic Hospital 

    Summer Fete (further details elsewhere in this  

   edition of “The Ripple” 

 

7:30pm  The Very Nice Production Company will perform  

‘Songs from the Musicals’ in Whittington Church, 

tickets £10 in aid of church funds; further details  

   elsewhere in this edition of “The Ripple” 

 

28 FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

 

 8:00am  Holy Communion 

 10:30am Parish Communion 

 4:00pm  Messy Church (revised date) 

 

29 10:30am Parochial Church Council meets in the Senior  

   Citizens’ Hall 

 

 2:00pm  Whittington Church of England School New  

   Starters Induction ‘Church Worship’ 

 

30 9:30am  Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel 

 

7:15pm  Deanery Synod Meeting at Llanymynech Church  

6   when the speaker will be from ‘Self Help Africa’ 

Oswestry CCTV visit – West Mercia Police: The Council had previously 

discussed the possibility of visiting the CCTV Control Room at Oswestry 

Police Station. This has now been arranged for the 2
nd

 June and several 

Councillors will be going 

     

Wingate Way - Park Hall- Part Ownership Houses: The Council has been 

informed by the Housing Association that all of the Part-Ownership houses 

have now been sold.   

 

Footway Lighting: It was noted that the lamp at Cranford in Babbinswood 

needed attention 

 

Areas of Concern: The subject of Whittington Cricket Club was raised and 

Councillors were advised that sadly, due to the lack of interest within the 

community, there would not be a cricket team for the village this year; there 

has been a cricket team in Whittington for the last 150 years. 

 

Date and time of the next meeting: The next Parish Council Meeting is 

Tuesday 26
th 

May 2015 commencing at 7:30pm in the Senior Citizens’ Hall.  
 

Paul Thompson-Lawrence 

 

(This article is a brief outline of the main discussion points for the WPC 

meeting and does not represent a formal record. For an official copy of the 

minutes please contact the Parish Clerk or look on the Parish Website 

www.shrop.net/WhitPC)                                                                           

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

THE FOODBANK TEAM 

    

   Would like to invite you and your friends to our 

   Oswestry and Borders Fo0odbank Annual General 

   Meeting on Wednesday 3
rd

 June 2015 at 3:00pm in 

   Albert Road Evangelical Church, Oswestry SY11 

1NF. Refreshments will follow for you all at 56 

Beatrice Street, Oswestry, SY11 1QW 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Keep it short - The minister stood up and said: “Good morning, ladies and 

gentlemen. You’ll be glad to know that when I asked my secretary to type 

this sermon out for me I asked her to eliminate any thing that was dull or 

confusing. So in conclusion….”                                                            ?? 

 

http://www.shrop.net/WhitPC


Public Participation: A member of the public asked to address the Council 

regarding the traffic problems in the village. He had written to Shropshire 

Council regarding his concerns and the reply he received advised him to 

speak to the Parish Council. The matter was discussed and the Council 

advised that it was a footway and highways issue which is Shropshire 

Council’s responsibility. The resident will be contacting Shropshire Council 

again.    

 

Planning: 

14/04965/FUL – Erection of semi-detached 3 bedroom dwellings and one 

detached four bedroom dwelling with attached double garage – Land 

adjacent 3 Hindford- amendments received (original application viewed on 

2nd December 2014 – refer to Min.231.14 – Planning - for observations) 

 

14/01471/FUL – Erection of a single storey extension to rear elevation and a 

two storey extension to side elevation to include Juliet balcony to front 

elevation – 6 Park Lane, Park Hall, Whittington  

 

15/01506/OUT – Proposed residential development, - Adjacent Pitcairn, 

Station Road Whittington – Outline application for residential development  

 

Permission Granted:- 

15/00979TCA – Carry our quarter crown reduction and remove overhanging 

limb to 1 Wych Elm within Whittington Conservation Area – Three 

Chimneys, Station Road, Whittington 

 

2014/15 FINANCIAL YEAR END (appendix A to Agenda): To present, 

and approve, the completed 2014/15 Financial accounts for presentation to 

the Internal and external Auditors. This was discussed at length by members 

and the findings were accepted and agreed as accurate by all Councillors 

attending the meeting. 

 

Whittington Parish Plan Steering Group: The questionnaires were with 

the company handling the returns and an update should be available for the 

Annual Parish meeting. The prizes offered for completing the questionnaire 

were won by 1
st
 £50 Mr M Hughes; 2

nd
 £30 Olivia Lightfoot and 3

rd
 £20 Paul 

Rocks. The draw was made on 7
th
 May by Susan Homden, RCC Head of 

Finance. 

 

?? 

Extracts from the Parish Registers 

for the month of April 2015   
 

HOLY BAPTISM 
 

“We welcome you into the Lord’s Family” 
 

26
th
 April 2015   Neve Grace Adams 

   of Broad Oak Crescent, Bayston Hill 

 

26
th
 April 2015   Sophia Violet Allen 

   of Yew Tree Close, Whittington 

 

26
th
 April 2015   Isla Mae Wilson 

   of Henley Drive, Oswestry 

 

              

Communicants for the month……..276 

       Attendance for the month…………...353       

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

The Rector and Trustees of the Friends of St John the Baptist acknowledge 

the following donations:- 

  

A donation of £253.12 in memory of Marion Davidson  

from her Family and Friends 

A donation of £94.00                Anon 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

THANK YOU 

 

I would like to thank neighbours and friends for their enquiries and help 

during my stay in hospital after suffering a stroke. I did not know until 

getting home that my boiler broke down with an oil leak; my wonderful 

neighbours not only cleared the mess up, but phoned the plumber and got the 

repair carried out ready for when I arrived home from hospital. 

 

I am so grateful and thank you all. 

Barbara Tompson 
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Mendelssohn 

 

“Only rarely do such spirits as his visit this mortal sphere, and they should 

for ever be treasured and celebrated.”  That assessment of Mendelssohn was 

written by Christopher Symonds in his notes about the Octet.   The Octet was 

written when Mendelssohn was just sixteen years of age and it brought this 

year’s festival to a glorious conclusion.  All eight of the string players were 

on the stage together, and played with infectious enthusiasm and enjoyment. 

Their playing throughout the week was superb, well up to the highest 

international standards, with technical skill and musicianship of a very high 

order. 

 

The two people not needed for the final concert were the pianists, but they 

had already delighted us with some wonderful playing.   Mendelssohn was 

an amazing pianist, and in his composing for the piano, he seems to have 

assumed that everyone else would be able to play as brilliantly as he did. 

Fortunately the two people who played with the Werther Ensemble were 

well up to the extraordinary demands which the music made of them, their 

hands often a blur of unbelievably fast and accurate playing. 

 

The Whittington International Music Festival would never have grown into 

such an outstanding success without the hard and skilful work of Rosie and 

Lawrence.  In their retirement they have launched into a new career as 

impresarios, and they are both remarkably good at it.  They have gathered an 

excellent team of helpers, and together they have given a large number of 

people the great pleasure of hearing superb music wonderfully well played. 

Thank you to them all for the third great Festival.                         

 Philip Crowe 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Race for Life 

 

On 14
th
 June I am again taking part in this annual event in aid of Cancer 

Research. I hope to do rather more running than walking this year and 

training is already well underway. If you would like to sponsor me please 

sign the list at the back of Church, or, if you prefer, donate online at 

www.justgiving.com/diplatts3. 

 

Thank you in advance. 

            Di Platts  
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There were eight Parish Councillors, the Clerk and two members of the 

public at the meeting. 

 

Matters Arising from the Minutes of the previous meeting:  

1. Councillors were advised that Councillor Steve Charmley had been 

appointed Deputy Leader of Shropshire Council. 

 

2. Councillors were advised that the proposal for the windfarm was on hold 

for a year, but that decision may be changed at any time. 

 

Community Police Incident report for March 2015: Police Community 

Support Officers Dave Hughes and Cara Fairly attended the meeting and 

presented the report – items relevant to Whittington were as follows: 

Anti-Social Behaviour – 2 incidents – the first in Fitzalan Close concerning 

noisy neighbours; the second in Park Hall of children trespassing in a 

resident’s garden 

Burglary (Non-Dwelling): 1 incident in Glebe Meadows where a shed was 

broken into     

Assault: 1 incident in Station Road involving a minor 

Vehicular Crime: 1 incident in Park Hall of the theft of a motorcycle battery 

Theft: 1 incident in the Parish Church of the theft of a donation box 

 

Your Team & Contact numbers: Local Police Officer – PC 3718 Kate 

Le’Clere - 07792 774 024   

PCSO:  PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes - 07792774 047  

 

Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and partners to identify, 

tackle and solve issues that matter to the community where you live. 

Thanks to an investment in mobile tablet style computers, these will enable 

officers to spend more time on patrol on the street and in neighbourhood’s.  

Officers will continue to come to people when they need them and provide a 

high quality service however you contact us - in person (on the street, at 

community bases and at partners and communities together [PACT] 

meetings), on the phone or online. 

 

?? 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Ripple Report – June 2015 

  

The season is now well underway and we have been fortunate enough to be 

able to field a mid-week evening team for the Cricket which is excellent 

news. With regard to the bowling, all divisions are being hard fought by the 

Whittington teams and this was also true of the annual Whittington vs 

Ellesmere Aston Cup. This took place on Sunday 3
rd

 May and saw 

Whittington take the title for the eighth year in a row. Some sterling 

performances from both the home and away teams secured the cup once 

more. 

 

Upcoming on the competition front for the bowling sees the Sands Handicap 

on 7th June and the Boote Cup on 5th July.    

The car boots this year are being well attended (when the weather plays fair) 

with upcoming dates as follows; June 5th Friday, June 19th Friday, July 3rd 

Friday, July 17th Friday, July 31st Friday, August 14th Friday, August 31st 

(Bank Holiday Monday), and September 11th Friday 

 

The clubs website has undergone a bit of a makeover recently and is well 

worth a visit where you can find out about the history of the club, keep up to 

date on the teams, check out the club competitions, explore the events and 

facilities on offer, nose around the noticeboard & see what’s happening on 

“Thumb Peg” , the clubs  blog. Go to whitcbc.wordpress.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whittington Parish Council News, 

Meeting held on 28
th

 April 2015  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANSWERS TO MAY QUIZ 

 

1.  Stockton to Darlington   2.  Siberian Tiger    3.  George C Scott 

4.  Theodore Roosevelt       5.  12                       6.  Ugli Fruit 

7.  Who Dares Wins             8.  Optic Nerve       9.  Denmark 

10. Rene Descarte                11. Italy                   12. Crash 

13. Kenya                             14. Poetry                15. Dr Johnson 

16. Brookfield                      17. Benjamin Franklin 

18. Captain Flint                   19. Alaska               20. Edward VII 

21. Richard Wagner              22. 12                      23. The Rotary Club 

24. Robert Burns                  25. Richard Wagner 26. On an Organ 

27. Michelangelo                 28. Study of mountains 

29. 8                                     30. Portugal              31. 1881 

32. Dodecanese                    33. Inverness            34. Texas Wedge 

35. Edward III                      36. Emperor Nero 

 

 

 

Children’s Page quiz 

 

Philippi – Pontius Pilate – Patmos – Parables – Philistine – Prophets – Paul - 

Pharoh 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 p.m. Sunday 28 June, Whittington Church 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Messy Church for all ages 

 
We begin with crafts and activities at 4 p.m.  
 
At 4.30 p.m. we gather for a short act 
of worship with songs and a story. 
 
We end with sandwiches, cakes and 
drinks for all to share. 

      Everyone welcome 
 

 

 

 

 



ODE TO SPELL CHECKERS 

 

I have a spelling checker 

I disk covered four my PC. 

It plane lee marks four my revue 

Miss steaks aye can knot see. 

 

Eye ran this poem threw it. 

Your sure real glad two no. 

Its very polished in its weigh, 

My checker tolled me sew. 

 

A checker is a blessing. 

It freeze yew lodes of thyme. 

It helps me right awl stiles two reed, 

And aides me when aye rime. 

 

Each frays comes posed up on my screen 

Eye trussed too bee a joule. 

The checker pours o'er every word 

To cheque sum spelling rule. 

 

Bee fore wee rote with checkers 

Hour spelling was inn deck line, 

Butt now when wee dew have a laps, 

Wee are not maid too wine. 

And now bee cause my spelling 

Is checked with such grate flare, 

There are know faults in awl this peace,  

Of nun eye am a wear. 

 

To rite with care is quite a feet 

Of witch won should be proud, 

And wee mussed dew the best wee can, 

Sew flaws are knot aloud. 

 

That's why eye brake in two averse 

Cuz Eye dew want too please. 

Sow glad eye yam that aye did bye 

This soft wear four pea seas.                                       

GOING ON HOLIDAY 
 

   Whether you take your pet on holiday or leave them  

   in the care of a responsible person, you need to 

consider their welfare. Under the Animal Welfare Act you have a legal 

responsibility to ensure their welfare and to provide for your pet’s needs as 

does any person you choose to leave them with. Leaving them without 

proper arrangements for their welfare is a criminal offence. 
 

Things to consider:- Many animals find the change in routine, environment 

and travelling stressful. Is taking your pet on holiday the best thing for them? 

It may be better to leave them in the care of a responsible person. 
 

Make sure your holiday destination has all the  

facilities your pet needs. 
 

Check with your vet that your pet is healthy and  

safe to travel. If they need medication take  

this with you. Ensure vaccinations, flea and worm  

treatments are up-to-date. 

 

Your pet should wear a collar with an identity tag with your name, holiday 

address and contact details, so if they get lost you can be reunited as quickly 

as possible. 
 

Taking your pet abroad:- 
 

There are rules to be followed when taking a dog, cat or ferret abroad which 

vary depending on the country you’re going to or coming from. For more 

information you can call the Pet Travel Scheme helpline on 0370 241 1710. 

Your pet may need to be vaccinated against diseases we don’t have in the 

UK, including rabies. Ask your vet for advice. 
 

Information on exotic diseases in cats and dogs can be found under the Defra 

(DACTAR) Scheme. Information on diseases your pet may encounter 

abroad can be found in the Animal Welfare Foundation leaflet, ‘Taking your 

pets abroad’. 
 

Ensure your pet is cared for when you are away – Ask friends and 

family to look after them – Have a pet-sitter – Take them to a boarding 

establishment – If in doubt consult your vet 

 

 

 

 

 

 



VERY FRUITY IRISH TEA CAKE 

 

There are many versions of this and the type of tea used varies from what I 

call the common tea to.... you name it. But more importantly you need to 

cram in as much fruit as possible. Thus it keeps moist and, later on, toasts 

beautifully. 

 

It is best to start the night before by placing the fruit and peel in a bowl, then 

dissolve the sugar in the hot tea and pour this over the fruits. Cover with a 

cloth and leave them to soak – as the fruits absorb the tea they become 

plump and juicy. 

 

For pre-soaking  110g raisins 

   110g currants 

     110g sultanas 

   50g chopped candied peel 

   50g demerara sugar 

   150ml hot tea, any kind (Lapsang,  

Earl Grey or any other) 

For the cake:  50g pecan nuts 

   1 large egg 

   225g self-raising flour 

   1-2 tablespoons milk 

   2lb loaf tin lined with greaseproof paper 

Oven: 170°C/340°F/Gas mark 3 

 

Place the nuts on a baking sheet and toast in the oven for 7-8 minutes, use a 

timer as they burn very easily! When cooled roughly chop. 

Whisk the egg and add it to the fruits, sift in the flour, add the toasted nuts 

and give everything a thorough mixing. 

Add a tablespoon of milk, and if the mixture still feels stiff, stir in another. 

Spoon the mixture into the lined tin, levelling off with the back of a table-

spoon dipped in cold water. 

Place on a lower shelf in the oven so that the top of the tin is aligned with the 

centre of the oven and bake for 1 hour 10 minutes until it feels springy in the 

centre. 

Turn out onto a wire rack to cool. Serve cut in thick slices spread with butter. 

Store in an airtight tin in its liner, and if there is any leftover it can be toasted 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 OLD GARDENER – JUNE TIPS 

 

With the arrival of June baskets, pots and trough can now 

be positioned out safely giving an immediate splash of 

colour. It is important to feed clematis with a high potash 

feed, tomato feed is ideal. This will promote an 

abundance of growth and flower production. Stop feeding 

when the flower buds are initiated; keep tying in and 

training new growth. 

 

Stake all tall herbaceous plants using canes and string or  

twiggy pea sticks. This will keep blooms upright and looking their best. Time 

spent staking now will also safeguard against damage from sudden heavy 

showers and windy days! 

 

Tie in new shoots of climbing and rambling roses. Keep them as horizontal 

as possible so as to encourage more flowering shoots. This method is also 

good for filling in gaps within the shrub to create an all over flowering 

display. 

Magazine Subscription 
 

This month you will see an envelope stapled on 

the front of your magazine. This is for your  

“Ripple” £5.50 magazine subscription money.  

 

For those who pay yearly in advance this means that the cost includes a 

reduction of 50p over buying a single magazine each month. 

 

Please return your subscription to your delivery person before the end 

of June to take advantage of the reduction. 

 

Subscription is the only way to guarantee your monthly copy 

 

Everyone involved with the magazine would like to thank you for your 

continued support and express special thanks to all those who distribute 

it every month. 

 

 

 

 



IN NEED OF FUEL? 

 

A reminder that a new informal way of expressing Christian 

faith has its next meeting on 16
th
 June at 7:30pm in Knockin 

Assembly Rooms.  The Speaker will be the Reverend 

Richard Fothergill, National Director of Filling Station Trust 

and his subject is “The presence of God with us”.  

 

This is not a new church denomination, rather a group of 

Christians who are celebrating their faith in God in an 

informal and authentic fashion. Come and see for 

yourselves. 

 

Join us for coffee, cake, worship, prayer and a good speaker 

 

TOP UP SPIRITUALLY AT A FILLING STATION NEAR YOU 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whittington Gardens Competition 2015 

In association with Whittington Village Fair 
 

The competition is open to any garden within the Whittington Parish 

boundary and prizes will be presented to the winners at the Village Fair on 

Saturday 11
th
 July 2015. 

Classes and Prizes 
 

Class 1           Best large garden        - Dovaston Perpetual Salver 

Class 2           Best small garden      - Flower Guild Rose Bowl 

Class 3           Best senior citizens garden  - Castle Cup 

Class 4           Best hanging basket     -  Community Centre Cup 

Class 5           Best vegetable garden     - Mayor’s Cup 

Class 6           Best in flower clematis     - Morhys of Rosehill Cup 

Special Class Most fragrant rose in all the gardens visited - Pam Kup Cup 
 

NB: To avoid confusion with judging please enter only one garden in 

either section 1, 2 or 3.  Entrants’ gardens will be judged end of June/ 

beginning of July 2015. Entrants will be notified of the exact date in advance. 
 

CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES:  SUNDAY 21
st
 JUNE 2015  

 

The judges’ decision will be final, but join in the competition and enjoy it! 

No entries accepted after the closing date. 
 

For further information please contact the organiser, 

Libby Morris on 01691-659566 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Entry Form for Whittington Gardens Competition 2015 
 

Please complete, detach and return to:- 

 

Libby Morris, 7 Rosehill Close, Whittington. SY11 4DY 

Entry Fee: £1 per class                                  Please tick all relevant boxes 
 

1 wish to enter: Class 1           Class 2          Class 3            

 

  Class 4           Class 5          Class 6           Special 

                                                                                             Class 
 

Name: .................................................................... Tel: ................................... 
 

Address: ........................................................................................................11 

   

    

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Re-cycled Teenagers 

June 2015 

 

The lunch at The White Lion, this month is Tuesday June 23rd.  Please 

remember to contact Val Hayward on 01691 662434 if you regularly attend 

the monthly meal, and are unable to attend.  If you would like to join us for 

lunch, then also give Val a ring.  We have to emphasise, that if a meal is 

booked and not cancelled by the Friday before, then that meal MUST be paid 

for.  The club are requested to pay for meals if they are ordered and the 

person does not attend. 

We held our annual General Meeting on 28
th
 April when 20 members and 

committee members attended.  Our President, Frances Savage was unable to 

attend so her report was read by Val Hayward our Vice-President.  In the 

report Frances thanked Jan Drury and Rita Moir for organizing the monthly 

whist sessions.  The club relies a great deal on the receipts from these whist 

drives; the amount was just short of £1200.  This is a great contribution 

towards the running of the hall, as the cost of lighting and heating the 

premises is £900 and insurance premium for this current year is £947.  On 

top of these amounts we have cleaning expenses, repairs to the building and 

other running cost.   A great deal of effort goes into keeping the hall 

maintained and operating.  The committee were re-elected en bloc, with the 

addition of Mr Peter Nicholas who volunteered to come on board – welcome 

Peter.  The committee now consists of Frances Savage as President, Val 

Hayward as Vice-President and Social Secretary, Sue Dyke, Veronica 

Hargraves, Glenys Shuker, Peter Nicholas and I. 

On May 12
th
, a dozen or so of us visited North Shropshire College for 

another pamper session, when some of us had our finger nails attended to 

and some enjoyed a pedicure, one lady had an Indian head massage and 

eyebrow treatment.  If I remember correctly there were one or two shampoo 

and sets.  We managed to fit this event in before the students sat their 

examinations at the end of the month. 

We try very hard to come up with some ideas for entertaining our members 

and any friends they like to bring along.  

Forthcoming events we have so far decided on are: 

Monday 1
st
 June (please note Monday) 11.30am from the hall A horse-

drawn boat trip along the canal at Maesbury.  We will be able to have a light 

lunch at the cafe.  This is a private hire and the cost will depend on whether 

we have the services of Cracker, the horse, for one hour or two.  This will 

 
Reg. Charity no: 213890 

                    PERFORMING 
        

 on 
       

     SATURDAY 27
th

 JUNE 
 

            at 7:30pm 

 

                    in aid of 
 

WHITTINGTON CURCH 

 

     “SONGS FROM THE MUSICALS” 

 

 

TICKETS £10 

 

Wine, Beer and Soft Drinks available in the interval 

 

 



depend on the number of people wishing to partake of this venture.  The boat 

will seat 12 passengers, so if our numbers exceed 12, we will run two trips.  

One group of 12 will enjoy the trip whilst the remainder partake of their 

lunch, then when the boat group return we will swap around.  The cost of the 

trip would be in the region of £8 and if lunch is required, this will be extra.  

We will need offers of car rides from those of our members willing to drive. 

People can bring a packed lunch if they do not wish to use the cafe.  Please 

let me know as soon as possible if you are interested. 

 Tuesday 9
th

 June   12.00 noon we are going to hold another fish and chip 

lunch prepared by Chris (aka Grandad Chip).  

Frances and several other members are enjoying the Thursday coffee 

mornings when a regular nucleus of members meets for a chat and a coffee 

and cake or biscuits.  The hall is open from 10.30 am for coffee and a chat.  

Please come along and bring a friend, they do not necessarily need to be a 

member of the club.  Frances Savage our president will make you very 

welcome. 

  Please try and support the events that the committee arrange as it is very 

daunting as a great deal of work goes into planning and preparing the events 

for only a few people to turn up.  We are continuously trying to come up 

with something that will entertain a number of people.  We find it difficult to 

organise a coach trip as so few people are prepared to take up the offer and 

the cost of the coach is now several hundreds of pounds. 

Gill Roberts 01691 662236 

Monday 2 pm     Afternoon Whist 

sessions – all welcome 

Wednesday 3
rd

 June   Monthly Whist with light 

refreshments – 7.30 pm 

Thursday 1.30 – 3.15 pm  Line dancing - £3.50  

 

We hope to arrange various afternoon tea visits during the 

summer months. 

 

Gill Roberts 

01691 662236 
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Please accept our invitation to the SCWP –  

Schools Christian Worker Project 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - Mon 15
th

 June 
  

    At the Quinta Christian Centre 

 

            5:00 – 7:30pm 

 

We are pleased to say that we have Tim 

Hastie-Smith, the National Director of 

Scripture Union, as our speaker this year. 

In order for people to meet Tim, and to give  

families a chance to attend the AGM, we are starting earlier than normal, 

with a chance to try out some bushcraft and a bouncy castle, etc. There will 

be a BBQ and activities from  5:00-6:00pm followed by a talk from Tim and 

then a brief AGM and time of prayer. The whole evening will conclude at 

7:30pm.  We are very grateful to The Quinta for lending us their facilities. 

 



Please make your way to the Sports Hall on arrival. For directions please 

visit www.quinta.org/howtofindus.php 

 

There is no charge for the BBQ but to help us with numbers please get your 

names on our list as soon as possible please by telephoning Gill Buckeridge 

01691 653172 or email: info@scwp.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Aviation Fellowship - MAF celebrates 70 years in 

the air  

MAF is 70 this year. As a spokesman for MAF explained, “When 

we started 70 years ago, we were a bunch of ex-Air Force 

officers who wanted to turn small planes into an instrument of 

peace and of help and hope for people in remote, inaccessible 

areas. In the early days, the work was quite traumatic, it wasn't 

easy at all.” 

Ruth Whitaker, Chief Executive at MAF UK said that nowadays 

“the need is greater than ever across the developing world, and 

MAF has a role to play in serving those in remote and isolated 

communities. 

“We had the opportunity to fly the Archbishop of Canterbury in 

on of our light aircraft during a visit he made to South Sudan in 

2014. He has therefore seen first-hand our work supporting 

people living in remote and isolated areas.” 

MAF supports the world's forgotten people in over 25 countries. 

Through its fleet of 140 light aircraft, MAF flies essential 

supplies to places made barely accessible through war, natural 

disaster or poor infrastructure. Rooted in the church and 

working with scores of aid organisations, MAF is overcoming 

these physical barriers in over 1,800 locations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor: If you have a number of students in your church, this 

might cheer them up as they try and memorise things for their 

exams. Just tell them it is possible to condense the Bible into 

50 words! 

The Bible in 50 words  

God made 

Adam bit 

Noah arked 

Abraham split 

Joseph ruled 

http://www.quinta.org/howtofindus.php


Jacob fooled 

Bush talked 

Moses balked 

Pharaoh plagued 

People walked 

Sea divided 

Tablets guided 

Promise landed 

Saul freaked 

David peaked 

Prophets warned 

Jesus born 

God walked 

Love talked 

Anger crucified 

Hope died 

Love rose 

Spirit flamed 

Word spread 

God remained. 

- anon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor: Knowledge of the Bible and exactly what God does 

promise is a great strength to Christians. This may encourage 

and fortify your readers! 

God’s answer for you  

For all the negative things we have to say to ourselves, God has 

a positive answer for it. 

You say: It's impossible. 

God says: All things are possible. (Luke 18:27) 

You say: Nobody really loves me. 

God says: I love you. (John 3:16 & John 13:34) 

You say: I can't go on. 



God says: My grace is sufficient. (II Corinthians 12:9 & Psalm 

91:15) 

You say: I can't figure things out. 

God says: I will direct your steps. (Proverbs 3:5-6) 

You say: I can't do it. 

God says: You can do all things. (Philippians 4:13) 

You say: I'm not able. 

God says: I am able. (II Corinthians 9:8) 

You say: It's not worth it. 

God says: It will be worth it. (Roman 8:28) 

You say: I can't forgive myself. 

God says: I FORGIVE YOU. (I John 1:9 & Romans 8:1) 

You say: I can't manage. 

God says: I will supply all your needs. (Philippians 4:19) 

You say: I'm afraid. 

God says: I have not given you a spirit of fear (II Timothy 1:7) 

You say: I'm always worried and frustrated. 

God says: Cast all your cares on ME. (I Peter 5:7) 

You say: I don't have enough faith. 

God says: I've given everyone a measure of faith. (Romans 

12:3) 

You say: I'm not smart enough. 

God says: I give you wisdom. (I Corinthians 1:30) 

You say: I feel all alone. 

God says: I will never leave you or forsake you. (Hebrews 

13:5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All in the month of June  

It was:-  

800 years ago:- on 15th June 1215 that King John signed the 

Magna Carta at Runnymede in England. 

 

The Magna Carta - 800 years on  

This month marks the 800th anniversary of the signing of 

Magna Carta – one of the most famous documents in the world, 

and one of the most misunderstood.  

Meaning ‘Great Charter’, it was signed at Runnymede, a water 

meadow probably designated for regular meetings, on the 

Thames between Windsor and Staines. Described sometimes as 

‘a failed peace treaty’, it was agreed between the vastly 



unpopular Plantagenet King John (1199-1216) and a coalition of 

powerful barons who threatened his reign.  

Although nearly a third of the text was deleted or substantially 

rewritten within ten years, and almost all the clauses have now 

been repealed, its 39th and 40th clauses gave all ‘free men’ the 

right to justice and a fair trial.  

This and other Magna Carta core principles are echoed in the 

United States Bill of Rights (1791), described in 1946 by 

Eleanor Roosevelt as “a Magna Carta for all mankind”, and in 

many other constitutional documents around the world, as well 

as in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) and the 

European Convention on Human Rights (1950).  

Magna Carta is 4,000 words long and is now usually divided 

into 63 clauses, and opinions of it vary. Sir Edward Coke in the 

17th century and many others¬ have seen it as enshrining the 

basic rights of an English subject, and this is how it is normally 

viewed.  

More recently, though, it has been pointed out that Magna 

Carta’s more prominent clauses “offered special legal protection 

for the Catholic Church and the aristocracy, advocated tax 

breaks for the wealthiest, freed the City of London from 

regulatory oversight, promised total freedom of immigration 

and placed the burden of infrastructure maintenance on local 

communities instead of government”.  

In 1904, Edward Jenks published an article entitled "The Myth 

of Magna Carta", which also undermined traditionally accepted 

views. In 1930 the document was parodied by Sellar and 

Yeatman in 1066 and All That: “Magna Charter,” they 

concluded, “was therefore the chief cause of Democracy in 

England, and thus a Good Thing for everyone (except the 

Common People)".  

However, for most of us, Magna Carta remains a foundation of 

English national identity. Lord Denning, the most celebrated 

English judge of the 20th century, described it in 1956 as "the 

greatest constitutional document of all times – the foundation 

of the freedom of the individual against the arbitrary authority 

of the despot". 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 'Great Charter' 
 

 

Just after the Second World War, former First Lady of the USA Eleanor 

Roosevelt called the new United Nations Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights ‘a Magna Carta for all mankind’ – one of many people to draw 

inspiration from one of the most famous documents in British history. 

In truth, Magna Carta – 'the Great Charter' – was a desperate attempt, made 

800 years ago, by a violent and hated king – John I of England – to avert 

civil war.  

But what started as a peace treaty has become, over the centuries, the basis 

and byword for the freedom, justice and democracy enjoyed by billions 

across the world.  

 

Magna Carta was sealed at Runnymede, near Windsor in June 1215. Rebellious nobles and bishops brought their 

king to the negotiating table and forced him to agree to their specific set of demands. 



The Great Charter was written and agreed by the elite of 13th Century England – a coalition of powerful 
landowners and religious leaders on one side, the King on the other. 

PreviousNext 

 

 

 

 

The King – John: Ruler since 1199 having inherited the crown from his brother Richard I 'the Lionheart'. His 

reign was unpopular, marked by conduct which had isolated the elite. Yet the King needed their support to 

ensure peace within the kingdom. 

 

 

 

Despite its continued power today, Magna Carta contains 63 clauses 

explicitly addressing the concerns of England’s ruling class 800 years ago. 

 

Freedom of the Church - Clause 1 

...the English church shall be free, and shall have her rights entire.... 

 

Then: after years of conflict between King John and the 

religious aurthorities in his realm,  Magna Carta laid down in 

law – for the first time – that the church in England should be 

independent, and free from interference by ruling monarchs. 

Now: the Church remains independent of government in Britain 

today. 

 

Random taxation - Clause 12 

“No scutage nor aid shall be imposed on our kingdom, unless 

by common counsel of our Kingdom...” 

Then: until Magna Carta, the King could tax his subjects 

whenever and however much he liked. This clause effectively 

gave John’s subjects a say in what he could command. 

Now: this idea of “no taxation without representation” was 

fundamental in the foundation of the USA in the 1700’s, and 

underpins the relationship between government and the people 

in Britain today. 

 

Self-government for London - Clause 13 

..the city of London shall have its ancient liberties and free customs.. 

Then: by 1215, London was a rapidly expanding and successful centre 

for trade and commerce. Its inhabitants used Magna Carta to secure its 

right to self-government. 

Now: today, the Greater London Authority governs the capital city. 

 

Building bridges - Clause 23 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/zpnvb9q
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/zpnvb9q


“No village or individual shall be compelled to make bridges at 

river banks, except those who from of old were legally bound to 

do so” 

Then: the authority of the monarch allowed him to force the 

land-owning elite to undertake expensive tasks such as building 

bridges on their land. This clause put a stop to that.  

Now: it is no longer part of British law.  

Fair and equal justice for all - Clause 39 

“No freeman shall be taken or (and) imprisoned ...except by the 

lawful judgment of his peers or (and) by the law of the land” 

Then: throughout his reign, King John randomly imprisoned , 

and even murdered subjects who stood in his way. For the first 

time Magna Carta  enshrined the idea that justice would only be 

carried out under the terms of the law rather than the whim of 

the ruler. 

Now: this idea continues to provide the basis for the legal 

system in Britain and around the world. 

Removing royal forests - Clause 47 

“All forests that have been made such in our time shall forth be 

disafforested...” 

Then: King John and his predecessors had declared certain 

areas of land as royal forest, giving them the freedom to hunt 

there and restricting what landowners could do with it. This 

clause gave control back. 

Now: this is no longer part of British law. 

 

A broken Peace -  

The original agreement lasted just six weeks. King John deliberately broke his promise to the rebels and used the 

Pope to have the charter officially annulled.  

Frustrated, the barons turned to John’s enemies in France for help. Threatened by invasion, John fled to 

Winchester, and when Prince Louis of France arrived in London in May 1216 to claim the crown he met little 

resistance. Five months later, in October, John died after contracting dysentery. He named his nine-year-old son 
Henry as his chosen heir on his deathbed 

 

The King is dead, long live Magna Carta  

John’s death did not end the rebellion – though with a new monarch came a new opportunity for change. 

Advisors to the young King, statesman William Marshal and Guala Bicchierri – the Pope’s new representative in 

England – drew on the growing influence of Magna Carta to rally support in the growing war against France. 

After the French were defeated at Sandwich in Kent, and the rebels at Lincoln, the charter was issued again and 

formed the basis for the subsequent peace. It was only now, in 1217, that it gained the name Magna Carta – ‘The 

Great Charter’. So-called in order to separate it from the smaller 'Charter of the Forest', establishing rights to 
royal forests, issued alongside it.  

A permanent charter of liberties  
In 1225, Henry III sealed another version of Magna Carta. From then on the King was theoretically subject to the 

same laws that governed his people. He ruled with their consent, not regardless of it. This potent idea lasted well 

beyond the 13th Century – inspiring debate and reform for the next 800 years. 

Many of the rights which we take for granted today were first enshrined in Magna Carta. Equal treatment under 

the law and the right to trial by jury all owe their development to the complex origins of the great charter.  

Although it was not written with universal liberty in mind, Magna Carta came to inspire many of the basic 

principles of democracy, laying the foundation for the freedoms we enjoy today. 

 

 

 

 

 

200 years ago:- on 18th June 1815 that the Battle of Waterloo 

took place. The French Emperor Napoleon was defeated. He 



abdicated as emperor and was sent into exile on the island of 

Saint Helena, where he remained the rest of his life. 

 

 

THE BATTLE OF WATERLOO – The day that decided Europe’s fate 

 

An epic contest - In 1815 two men faced-off in a muddy field in Belgium. 

Wellington with his British and Allied army and Napoleon with his French 

Imperial Guard. One decisive battle could end twenty years of bloody 

conflict on the continent. 

It was a showdown between two of history’s military giants. They were the 

same age, formidable strategists, with a string of victories behind them. By 

18
th
 June, the outcome hung in the balance and the victor would determine 

the fate of Europe. 

 

 

 
 

Napoleon Bonaparte became Emperor of France in 1804. 
 

 

To understand Waterloo, it’s important to know Napoleon had tried to 

establish a European empire under his military dictatorship since 1804. 

The British defeated him at Trafalgar in 1805, but Napoleon went on to 

invade countries across Europe before being forced to abdicate. He returned 

to Paris in March 1815, prompting Britain, Prussia, Russia and Austria to 

declare war. In June, Napoleon invaded Belgium, hoping to capture Brussels. 

He sent troops to fight Wellington, and led a battalion against General 

Blucher's Prussian troops. Wellington's army wasn't defeated but Blucher 

retreated. The scene was set for a final, decisive battle. 

 

Taking positions  
 

Before the battle, Wellington stayed at a Waterloo inn while Napoleon was 

three miles south. Their men slept out as rain fell throughout the night. 

Wellington knew success the next day rested heavily on the arrival of 

General Blucher and his Prussian reinforcements, courtesy of his ally 

General Blucher. They were recuperating in Wavre, 18 miles east of 

Waterloo. With the Prussians and Allied armies separated, Napoleon was 

confident he could defeat Wellington and make his way to Brussels. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
The positions of Wellington, Napoleon and the Prussians the night before the battle. 
 

 

09:00, 18 June 

The first tactical move  
 

Wellington established a strong defensive position, blocking the road to Brussels in order to stop Napoleon’s 

advance towards the capital.  

Wellington knew he was outnumbered - approximately 68,000 Allied troops versus Napoleon's 72,000 - so he 
positioned his men behind a ridge and three garrisoned farms. The farm of Papelotte was on his left, Le Haye 

Sainte in front and Hougoumont to his right. The combination of the incline, fields of high corn and well-placed 

garrisons meant Wellington had both a good vantage point and cover to shield his troops. From here he could try 

and hold the ground until the Prussians arrived.  



 

Napoleon devises a plan  
Napoleon's mind was also on the terrain. It was sodden from the night's 

rainfall, making it difficult to move his men and guns into position. 

Napoleon decided to delay his first major attack until the ground had dried 

out. It was a dangerous strategy – it could allow time for Blucher's Prussian 

army to arrive and join Wellington on the ridge. Yet, having the French 

infantry and cavalry wade through mud risked tiring them out in the early 

stages of the battle. For now, Napoleon decided to draw out the British and 

make a dent in their defensive position. He launched a diversionary attack on 

Hougoumont farm. 

 

 

 
Mary Evans  

 

Napoleon with the French army at Waterloo. 
 

11:30, 18 June 

The attack on Hougoumont  
Getty Images 
 

Napoleon began the battle with an assault of large-scale cannon fire. Soon 

after, he launched the attack on Wellington's most well-defended garrison.  

Led by Napoleon's brother, 5000 troops advanced on Hougoumont. They far 

outnumbered the 1500 British holed up inside but its walls made it a strong 

fortress – Wellington's guards were able to fire at the French through holes in 

the walls who were sitting targets. Nevertheless, Napoleon launched attacks 

at Hougoumont all day. At 12.30 they broke open the gates but the British 

quickly closed them again, trapping 40 French soldiers inside. They 

slaughtered all but one – an 11 year old drummer boy. 
 

13:00, 18 June 

Napoleon advances 

 

With Wellington's right flank busy defending Hougoumont, Napoleon seized 

the opportunity to do some damage to the centre of the British line. 

He sent 18,000 infantry along the road to Brussels to strike a decisive blow. 

They captured the farm of Papelpotte and the area surrounding La Haye 

Sainte. It looked like victory was now within now Napoleon’s grasp. If he 

took La Haye Sainte, he could attack the remaining British troops at close 

range. But at around 13:00, peering through his telescope, Napoleon spotted 

movement in fields to the east. He ordered a troop of cavalry to go and 

investigate. 

 

13:00, 18 June 

Napoleon advances 
 

With Wellington's right flank busy defending Hougoumont, Napoleon seized 

the opportunity to do some damage to the centre of the British line. 

He sent 18,000 infantry along the road to Brussels to strike a decisive blow. 

They captured the farm of Papelpotte and the area surrounding La Haye 

Sainte. It looked like victory was now within now Napoleon’s grasp. If he 

took La Haye Sainte, he could attack the remaining British troops at close 

range. But at around 13:00, peering through his telescope, Napoleon spotted 

movement in fields to the east. He ordered a troop of cavalry to go and 

investigate. 



14:20, 18 June 

Wellington on the ropes  
Getty Images  

 

The British cavalry charge at the French infantry. 

 

Napoleon had spotted the Prussians but they were still far off. A desperate 

Wellington sent reinforcements to La Haye Sainte, driving back the French. 

Lord Uxbridge, Wellington's cavalry commander, had two brigades of 

cavalry over the ridge. With Napoleon's men advancing towards the British 

line, now was their moment – the cavalry charged and hit the French 

infantry, slicing through the soldiers on the ground. Napoleon’s line had 

been brutally weakened but Wellington’s left flank was also damaged – he 

couldn’t afford to launch another attack without reinforcements. 

 

15:30, 18 June 

The Prussians at Plancenoit 
 

Napoleon's cavalry at last reached Blucher's troops near Plancenoit, a village 

5 miles east of the battlefield. 

The Prussians soon captured the high ground north east of the village. They 

attacked the French hard: Napoleon was forced to commit more troops over 

the course of the afternoon as the territory changed hands several times. 

Although Blucher was unable to reach Wellington at the main battle, his 

efforts meant the French were under pressure and had to split their resources. 

Wellington could hear the cannon fire in the distance – he knew Blucher had 

formed his own formidable front line, as promised 

 

16:00, 18 June 

The battle for La Haye Sainte 
Getty Images 

 

The battle for the crucial garrisoned farm of La Haye Sainte. 
 

Napoleon was increasingly stretched - his men were fighting on both the 

west and east sides of the battlefield. 

He ordered Marshal Ney to capture La Haye Sainte, Wellington’s central 

stronghold. For the next two hours, wave after wave of heavily armoured 

French soldiers on horseback charged at the Allied line. In response, the 

Allied line changed formation into squares. They fended off the 4000-strong 

French cavalry but their new formation made them vulnerable to Napoleon's 

heavy artillery fire. One British battalion, the 27th Regiment, lost nearly 500 

of its 747 men.  

 

18:15, 18 June 

Wellington loses La Haye Sainte 
Getty Images  



 

Wellington on the ridge, with a view over the battlefield. 
 

After hours under attack, La Haye Sainte finally fell. Wellington had lost his 

prize garrison.  

It was a crushing blow. Napoleon was now able to bring the French artillery 

forward and attack the Allied centre with devastating results. All Wellington 

could do was defend from behind the ridge and hope for the Prussian's swift 

arrival with reinforcements.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19:00, 18 June 

The final push 
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Napoleon makes a final attempt to break Wellington's line. 
 

 

With the Allied centre weakened, Napoleon knew Wellington desperately 

needed Prussian support.  

He wasted no further time. Napoleon sent 6000 French soldiers across the 

field up towards Wellington on the ridge, marching between Hougoumont 

and La Haye Sainte. On the left, they suffered fire from the British-held 

garrison of Hougoumont but those on the right, facing the French-held 

garrison of La Haye Sainte, made it up over the ridge unhindered.  

 

19:15, 18 June 

Wellington stands firm  
 

As the French Imperial Guard advanced, swords drawn, Wellington's men 

waited in the long grass behind the ridge. 

At last, the French had broken through the Allied front line. When they 

reached the ridge, Wellington gave the order to stand and fire. His men fired 

at almost point blank range - muskets tore through the French soldiers, 

forcing them back. At last, Blucher's forces were now arriving on 

Wellington's left. The Allied army advanced, pursuing the Imperial Guard. 

Wellington had a chance to kill Napoleon but ordered his men to hold fire. 

The Emperor was shielded by his men as they fled. 



20:30, 18 June 

Napoleon is defeated 
Getty Images  

 

Blucher and Wellington celebrate their victory over Napoleon. 
 

 

After the last decisive Prussian assault, the field was strewn with tens of 

thousands of bodies. Many were dead, others badly wounded and left to die. 

On a bloody battlefield in Belgium, Wellington had halted Napoleon’s 

relentless march towards European domination and secured Britain's role as 

a key player in Europe. Napoleon was exiled to St Helena, where he died in 

1821. Wellington was a hero: he secured a peace deal with France and 

became prime minister in 1828. For now, there was peace in Europe. It was 

another 99 years before Europe was plunged into the next brutal chapter of 

European conflict – the outbreak of World War One. 

 

His presence on the field made a difference of 40,000 men 

Wellington on Napoleon 

He is a bad General and the English are breakfast! 

Napoleon on Wellington 

 

No troops but the British could have held Hougoumont  and 

only the best of them at that 

 

The Duke of Wellington 

 

We must give air to the English Army! General Blucher, during 

the Battle of Waterloo 

By God, those fellows deserve Bonaparte.  They fight so nobly 

for him!  British soldier, being charged by the French cavalry. 

 

Waterloo is not a battle; it is the changing face of the universe.   

Writer Victor Hugo on the battle 

 

 

175 years ago:- on 2nd June 1840 that Thomas Hardy, novelist 

and poet (Far from the Madding Crowd, Tess of the 

d’Urbervilles, etc) was born. 

125 years ago:- on 16th June 1890 that Stan Laurel, the British 

comedy film actor, was born. (Laurel and Hardy)  

80 years ago:- on 1st June 1935 that driving tests became 

compulsory for all new drivers in Britain. 

Also 80 years ago:- on 7th June 1935 that Stanley Baldwin 

became British Prime Minister for the third time. 



75 years ago that many dramatic things happened in WW 2. 

Events included:  

3rd June: German Luftwaffe bombed Paris 

4th June: Evacuation of Allied forces from Dunkirk was 

completed. 

10th June: Italy declared war on France and Britain. 

10th June: The North African Campaign (Desert War) began. 

18th June: Winston Churchill gave his ‘Finest Hour’ speech to 

House of Commons. 

30th June: Germany invaded the Channel Islands. (left in May 

1945) 

Editor: 70 years on, David Winter considers the work of the 

United Nations in such a divided world… this article might be 

adapted as a ‘clergy letter’ for the month. 

Bring on the mediators  

I wonder what you think of the United Nations? The best hope 

for a peaceful world? Or an expensive but ineffective talking 

shop?  

It was 70 years ago this month that delegates from 54 

countries who had been meeting in San Francisco drew up a 

‘Charter’ for a new world-wide inter-governmental organisation 

to replace the ineffective ‘League of Nations’. They wanted to 

ensure that the two devastating world wars which had marked 

the first half of the 20th century would never happen again.  

In October 1945 this Charter was adopted by 51 nations and 

the ‘United Nations’ came into being. The title was an aspiration 

rather than an accomplishment, of course, but their vision of a 

world body, eventually to encompass every nation and wielding 

immense moral if not legal authority over the entire planet, was 

taking shape. In 1945 its chief proponents were the victorious 

powers of the Second World War, but every nation was invited 

to apply for membership, including the defeated Axis powers.  

Today every autonomous nation does in fact belong to the UN – 

193 of them. The vision remains unchanged, but only partly 

fulfilled. In the early years of the UN the notion of a ‘Security 

Council’, with the then ‘great powers’ as its permanent 

members (each with a veto) probably seemed a good idea. In 

practice, it has too often been used to thwart the almost 

unanimous intention of the member states – and of course the 

identity of the world’s ‘great powers’ has changed. Could one 

imagine such a group today excluding China, for instance? 

Quite a lot of people are sceptical about the real value of the 

UN. They note its inability to influence several of the world’s 

notorious flash-points. The Israel-Palestinian situation has 

eluded every attempt at mediation, for instance. The UN has 

not by any means been able to abolish war or violence, though 

never since 1945, thank God, on a global scale.  

On the other hand, it is easy to forget the contribution of UN 

peace-keeping forces in many potentially fraught situations 

over the years: Cyprus, Lebanon, Sierra Leone, the Sudan. The 

world has got used to the blue-helmeted UN soldiers, usually 

drawn from a number of nations, standing between opposing 

factions and countries, as genuine ‘peace-keepers’. The UN has 

also often had a role as peace-maker (which is altogether more 



tricky), its mediators working to enable dialogue and 

negotiation – what Winston Churchill called ‘Jaw-jaw rather 

than War-war’. 

Mediator: what a lovely word for a lovely human function! A 

mediator is a go-between, a healer and reconciler. Christianity 

has its great Mediator, of course. ‘There is one God; there is 

also one mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, 

Himself human’, writes St Paul. That’s what makes the perfect 

mediator – someone who can perfectly inhabit either side of the 

division (in this case, both human and divine) and bring them 

together again. The Divine Mediator, ‘Himself human’, gladly 

undertook that costly task. But I don’t think He ever wore a 

blue helmet. 

 

40 years ago:- on 5th June 1975 that the first UK-wide 

referendum was held. Voters decided that Britain should remain 

in the European Economic Community by 67%. 

Also 40 years ago:- on 20th June, that the film Jaws was 

released. 

25 years ago:- on 22nd June 1990 that Checkpoint Charlie in 

Berlin was dismantled. It is now on display in a museum. 

 

 

 

 

Techie trouble  

The vicar at our local church experienced some technical 

problems with the sound system one Sunday. Instead of 

starting the service as usual with ‘The Lord be with you’, he 

said: “There’s something wrong with the microphone.” 

Not hearing this, the congregation responded: “And also with 

you.” 

 

 

With Petertide ordinations in mind…  

First friend: ‘It took me forty years to discover I had not the 

gifts for Holy Orders.’ 

Second friend: ‘Goodness, whatever did you do when you found 

out?’ 

First friend: ‘It was too late to do anything. By then I was a 

bishop!’ 

 

 

Advice to young clergy on preaching  

‘Consider the postage stamp. Its usefulness consists in its 

ability to stick to one thing until it gets there.’ 

 

 

Lost in translation  

A certain vicar had a kindly, pastoral heart. He often wrote little 

notes to any parishioners in distress, assuring them of his 

prayers. Then came the day he heard that one of his favourite 



old ladies in the church had been injured in a bad fall. The vicar 

felt so much sympathy that he wanted to add a note of pastoral 

affection. He thought of the little postscript that his young niece 

always added to her emails to him, which he took as a sign of 

her affection, and decided to add that to this note. 

It read: “Dear Mrs Gantry, I am told that you fell down the 

stairs, broke both legs, and may be in hospital for some weeks. 

This is just to assure you that you are much in my thoughts.” 

Then he added the postscript: LOL. 

 

 

Descriptions  

Dust: mud with the juice squeezed out. 

Inflation: cutting money in half without damaging the paper. 

Raisin: grape with a sunburn. 

Mosquito: an insect that makes you like flies better. 

Beauty salon: where women curl up and dye. 

Cannibal: one who is fed up with people 

Committee: a body that keeps minutes and wastes hours. 

 

 

Newspaper headlines where you know what they meant, 

but….!  

Couple Slain; Police Suspect Homicide  

Red Tape Holds Up New Bridges  

Man Struck By Lightning: Faces Battery Charge  

New Study of Obesity Looks for Larger Test Group  

Astronaut Takes Blame for Gas in Spacecraft  

Kids Make Nutritious Snacks  

Local High School Dropouts Cut in Half  

Hospitals are Sued by Seven Foot Doctors  

Typhoon Rips Through Cemetery; Hundreds Dead  

 

 

Maths lesson  

The only place where you can buy 64 watermelons without 

anyone wondering why. 

 

 

Park  

A journey of a thousand miles begins with trying to find a place 

to park your car near the church. 

 

 

Advice  



A minister’s advice to a deacon about to be ordained: 

“Remember: the longer the spoke the greater the tyre.” 

 

 

Dressing  

‘Ecclesiastic’ is material used to fasten a clergyman’s robes. 

 

 

 

 

Notices outside a church:  

Worn out? Come in for a Service! 

This church is not just four weddings and a funeral. 

 

 

Grace  

The graduation banquet was about to begin when the master of 

ceremonies was informed that the invited clergyman would not 

be able to attend. He quickly asked the main speaker to give 

the blessing. The speaker nodded, rose, bowed his head and in 

all sincerity, said: “There being no clergyman present, let us 

thank God.” 

 

 

With June weddings in mind  

“If we did become engaged would you give me a ring?” she 

said. 

“Yes, of course!” he replied. “What is your number?” 

 

 

Mother-in-law  

Young man asked to describe his mother-in-law: “Generally 

speaking, she’s generally speaking.” 

 

 

Weight  

Signing the register at a wedding, the groom had difficulty in 

making his ball-point pen work. “Put you weight on it,” said the 

vicar. So the groom complied: ‘John Smith (eleven stone, four 

pounds)’ 

 

 

Love  

They say he married her because her aunt left her a fortune. He 

hotly denies it, saying that he would have married her 

whomever left her the fortune. 

 

 



Request  

A clergyman phoned his rural dean. “I regret to have to inform 

you that my wife has just died. Could you please send me a 

substitute for the weekend?” 

 

 

Miscellaneous observations on life  

The most effective way to remember your wife’s birthday is to 

forget it once. - Nash 

I had some words with my wife, and she had some paragraphs 

with me. - Sigmund Freud 

I took the wife’s family out for tea and biscuits. They weren’t 

too happy about having to give blood though. Les Dawson 

Love is grand; divorce is a hundred grand. 

Everybody talks about the weather, but nobody does anything 

about it.  

I had a ploughman’s lunch the other day. He wasn’t very happy 

about it. 

A gesticulation is any movement made by a foreigner.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


