WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

PARISH SERVICES

WOMENS INSTITUTE:

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre
Secretary: Mrs Joyce Howard

Tel:656389

SUNDAY SERVICES:
8:00am Holy Communion on 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays
11.00am Parish Communion weekly
6:30pm Holy Communion According to the Book of
Common Prayer on 1st Sunday
6:30pm Evensong on the 3rd Sunday

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:

Chairman: Paul Jones
Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis

Tel:679542
Tel:662500

4:00pm Messy Church on the 2nd Sunday
(No Service in August)

BELL RINGING:

Details from Brian Rothera

Tel:657778

BROWNIES, GUIDES:

6:00-7.15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre
Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere
Tel:624390

RECTOR:

BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen)
The Manse, St Martins Road, Gobowen
Tel:658016
e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com
WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions
Leaders: Dawn and Mandy
Meet in the Community Centre 9am – 3pm

Tel:670127

SENIOR CITIZENS:

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning
All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall
Secretary: Mrs Gillian Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington

Reverend Sarah Burton
e.mail: sarahburton7@gmail.com

Tel:238658

CHURCHWARDENS:

Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington

Tel:670940

Mrs G Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com

Tel:662236

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington
Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington

Tel:656389
Tel:659562

ORGANIST: Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall

Tel:662116

Tel:662236

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE:

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White
Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm. This will now be the
only stop in the village.
CHURCH WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk
SCHOOL WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonschool.co.uk
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WEEKDAYS: 9:30am Holy Communion - Thursday
5:30pm Choir Practice
- Alternate Thursdays

MAGAZINE:
Editor:
Miss A Ward, 4 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington Tel:672838
eaw4@btinternet.com
Distribution:

Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road

Tel:659385

WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL

Executive Headteacher: Mandy Jones
e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk

Tel:662269
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“THE RIPPLE”
(Whittington Parish Church Magazine)
Vol 29 No 2

CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY:

Mr Andy Cawthray - email: WhitCBC@gmail.com
The Queen’s 90th Birthday Celebration

June 2016

Tel:657178
07581 710523

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:

Richard Beaman

Tel:659166

th

On Sunday 12 June there will be a special service of thanksgiving at
Whittington Church to mark the ninetieth birthday of her Majesty, Queen
Elizabeth.
The weekend of 12th June is when the Queen celebrates her official birthday
and it will be marked by the Trooping of the Colour and the biggest ever
street party in St James’ Park. The whole county is encouraged to join
together to celebrate this joyful event. Our own service of celebration gives
thanks for some of the most amazing developments and discoveries there has
been during the lifetime of our Queen; changes that have influenced the lives
of everyone in our country. If you were to highlight some of the changes and
breakthroughs there have been over the last 90 years, what events and
discoveries would you highlight? It may surprise you to learn that the Queen
has encouraged many of these developments, and like social media, uses
them herself.
In the service we hear again many of the words the Queen has spoken during
such events as her Christmas broadcasts and we discover how important her
own Christian faith is for her work and life. These are the Queen’s own
words from her 2008 Christmas broadcast:
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CRICKET SECRETARY:

Trina Lewis – email: lewisbtkr@aol.com

Tel:774406
07968 844341

BOWLING SECRETARY:

Eileen Sinker

Tel:770212

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY:

Mrs Kath Griffiths

Tel:662116

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON
AND WEST FELTON

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG
e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk
Tel:650488
WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Mrs A. S. Cowley, “Pear Tree” Cottage, Treflach Oswestry
(Clerk to the Council) – Held the fourth Tuesday in the month
ascowley.whitpc@sky.com
http://www.2shrop.net/whitpc

Tel:659496

SHROPSHIRE YOUTH SERVICE

“I hope that, like me, you will be comforted by the example of Jesus of
Nazareth who, often in circumstances of great adversity, managed to
live an outgoing, unselfish and sacrificial life.

Rural Mobile visits the village on Tuesday 6:15pm – 8:00pm
Bus parks opposite the “Premier” Shop, Whittington.
Open to young people between the ages of 13 – 20 yrs.
Contact: Wendy Stockton, Shropshire Council Youth Worker.

He makes it clear that genuine human happiness and satisfaction lie
more in giving than receiving; more in serving than being served.

BAPTISM SECRETARY

We can surely be grateful that, two thousand years after the birth of
Jesus, so many of us are able to draw inspiration from his life and
message, and to find in him a source of strength and courage.”

WEDDING SECRETARY

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk
Mrs Gill Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington

Tel:654175
Tel:681036

Tel:662236
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The world-famous La Scala Opera house rests
on the site of the Church of Santa Maria alla
Scala, its namesake. For opera fanatics seeing a
performance at La Scala is the experience of a
lifetime. Ticket prices vary depending on seating
and should be booked well in advance. The La
Scala Museum is also well worth a visit and
provides a wealth of mementos including
Rossini, Puccini and Toscanini. Two halls are devoted to Verdi alone, and
contain memorabilia such as the spinet on which he learned to play, handwritten scores and the baton given to him after the momentous reception of
his best-loved work, Aida. There are also exhibitions featuring some of the
elaborate costumes worn in the theatre over the years, and mementoes from
the plays and performances; the museum is a delight for those familiar with
the composers and their operas and if there are no rehearsals on visitors are
permitted to go into one of the boxes and see the theatre.
The Naviglio Grande, the oldest canal in Milan, was built in the twelfth
century, and stretches between the Darsena of Porta Ticinese and the bridge
of Via Valenza (itself particularly drenched in old world charm). Along the
canal’s banks in this section, about four hundred vendors set up stalls on the
last Sunday of each month to sell a fascinating selection of furniture, clocks,
porcelain, silver, jewellery, dolls, books and numerous collector’s items,
from comics to walking sticks. On market day the adjacent shops, bars and
art studios all remain open, adding to the pleasure of browsing.

Do join us for this thanksgiving service at 11:00am in our parish church for
this celebration of our Queen and her dedication and service to our country
over the last 90 years.
Blessings,

Sarah

Faith Exploration/Confirmation Preparation
On Sunday 2nd October there will be a service of Confirmation in
Whittington Church. In preparation for this, Sarah will be holding some
discussions for those who are not confirmed and who would like to explore
Christian faith further and consider confirmation. You are welcome to attend
these discussions even if you are not sure about being confirmed.
Discussions for adults will be on Wednesday evenings in June and July,
beginning 22nd June.
Separate discussions for young people in Year 6 or above will also be taking
place in late June and July.
If you would be interested in joining these discussions, please contact Sarah,
sarahburton7@gmail.com, or Tel: 01691 238658.
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centuries. There are other notable art works and frescoes at Santa Maria delle
Grazie and the architecture is amazing - make sure you explore the church as
well; you have to book in advance to see the painting and can do so online.

DIARY
1

7:30pm

Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens’ Hall with light
refreshments - £1

2

9:30am

Holy Communion

10:00am

EU Referendum Discussion in the Lady Chapel;
further details on page 27

4

08:00am

5

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
11:00am
6:30pm

6
7

9

4

The June Prayer Breakfast to support the Schools
Christian Project Worker, will be held at the home of
Peter and Jenni Bevington, Stone House, The Wern,
Weston Rhyn (St John’s Church, Weston Rhyn); if you
would like attend please telephone Lynn Carroll on
01691 -659385 by Wednesday 1st June

Parish Communion
Holy Communion according to the Book of Common
Prayer
Whittington School reopens after Half Term

9:30am

Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

9:30am

Holy Communion

7:00pm

Whittington Women’s Institute meets in the
Community Centre: Speaker: Barbara Molesworth
Topic: Plants-woman

The Leonardo da Vinci National Science & Technology Museum is a fitting
tribute to one of the world’s greatest minds. Within the Leonardo Gallery of
the museum is a collection of da Vinci’s ingenious designs, detailing everything from plans for war machines to architectural visions. Applied physics
is the focus of another room, in keeping with the museum’s tribute to the
history of science, and there are departments for energy, communication and
transport as well. The museum has a lot of interactive exhibits and daily
scientific experiments for both adults and children to actively participate in
and the cost of participation is included in the admission fee.
The construction of the looming Duomo, one of the world’s largest Gothic
cathedrals, began in 1386 and continued sporadically until Napoleon ordered
its completion in 1809. Its lengthy creation
bestowed on it 3,400 statues, 135 spires and
96 gargoyles. It is best visited in full sunshine when the interior is illuminated by
the colourful mosaic of its stained glass
windows; the church is a five-aisled cruciform seating 40,000 worshippers. One of
Christianity’s most important relics is
preserved in the Cathedral; one of the nails
of the Holy Cross. The Holy Nail was
relocated to the Cathedral in 1461 and to celebrate its presence the Rite of the
Nivola has been performed on 13th September each year since 1577. The
cloud-shaped structure, consisting of a large basket made from sheet metal
measuring almost ten feet long by ten feet wide and weighing about eight
pounds, artistically wrapped in a canvas cover which was painted in 1612 by
Paolo Camillo Landriani, to look like a cloud with painted angels and
cherubs wrapped wrapped up in fluffy clouds on it. This contraption is
hoisted with a winch from a height of nearly one hundred and fifty feet to
allow the Archbishop to take the Holy Nail down to ground level, where
believers can look at it. The relic stays at ground level for forty hours and
then the Nail is returned to its original location, which the Cathedral's
visitors can always spot by looking for the red light that is lit to indicate the
tabernacle’s position. There are admission charges to parts of the cathedral.
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TRAVELLER’S TALES

12

8:00am
11:00am

MILAN
Travel to Milan to discover the ‘alternative’ Italy, for the city embodies
everything that is chic and sophisticated in Italian culture. This is a city of
haute couture and haute cuisine, world-class shopping, supreme opera,
elegant skyscrapers, tasteful galleries and museums, and spacious piazzas.
Anyone who enjoys the finer things in life (and can afford to pay for them)
will revel in a holiday in Milan. This is not to say there are no archaeological
or historical treasures in the city; sightseers searching out the ancient and
historic will find plenty of diversions. And the best time to visit is May, June
or September
The church and convent of Santa Maria delle Grazie is a UNESCO World
Heritage Site and one of the most popular attractions in Milan. Located next
to the church of Santa Maria delle Grazie, in the former monastery’s
refectory, is Leonardo da Vinci's famous painting ‘The Last Supper’

4:00pm
6:00pm

Holy Communion
Special service to celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday
(See Sarah’s letter on page 2)
Messy Church
Book of Common Prayer Festive Evensong at St
Chad’s, Haughton to celebrate the Queen’s birthday;
further details on page 17
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LAST DAY for magazine material for the June edition of the
“Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, 4 Rosehill
Avenue, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com
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9:30am

Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel

9:30am

Whittington Senior Citizens trip to Bridgemere
Garden Centre; further details on page 13

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in the church

16

9:30am

Holy Communion

19

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
11:00am
6:30pm

Parish Communion
Evensong

9:30am

Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

22

9:30am

Whittington Church of England School Church
Worship

23

9:30am
Holy Communion
10:00am-12:00noon Coffee Morning in church; further details on
page 20

24

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST PATRONAL FESTIVAL

21

(Cenacolo Vinciano). The fresco depicts the moment of Christ’s revelation
of the betrayal; Judas hovers to the right of the painting, with his hand placed
protectively on the bag of silver. Scaffolding covers the bottom of the
painting (an ongoing restoration project), leaving the rest in full view. The
painting managed to escape the bombing during WWII that destroyed the
roof of the refectory and controversy has erupted over the removal of layers
of corrective over-painting completed in the eighteenth and nineteenth
32

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

5

26

28

30

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8:00am
11:00am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion

9:30am

Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel

12:00noon

Whittington Senior Citizens Monthly Lunch at the
White Lion; further details on page 13

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

9:30am

Holy Communion

ADVANCE NOTICE - JULY
Whittington Senior Citizens’ Strawberry Tea at
Whittington Castle; further details on page 13
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Extracts from the Parish Registers
for the month of April 2016
1

3:00pm

REQUIESCAT IN PACE
“May the Souls of the Faithful Departed Rest in Peace”
1st April 2016

Ian Mellor
aged 69 of Boot Street

2nd April 2016

George Bertram Goddard
aged 99 formerly of Rosehill Ave

22nd April 2016

Ann Harries Jones
Aged 72 of Station Road
Communicants for the month………222
Attendance for the month…………..262

6

Areas of Concern:
1. A Councillor reported that there had been near miss incidents by the Three
Trees due to unclear road markings. The Councillors agreed that the road
markings should be re-lined.
2. A Councillor reported that during some recent events at The Venue, there
had been an excess of cars parking the length of Burma Road; some on the
road, others partly on the pavement and some on the grass verge.
3. Concerns were raised that a football goal with net, had been erected on the
grass area and was being used by a number of children between the Wingate
Way and Park Meadow housing areas. The area was supposed to create a
buffer for a wild life and nature area and not be a children’s play area. The
matter would be raised with the Housing Association.
Date and time of the next meeting: The next Parish Council Meeting will
be at 7:30pm on Tuesday 24th May 2016 in the Senior Citizens’ Hall.
Paul Thompson-Lawrence
(This article is a brief outline of the main discussion points for the
Whittington Parish Council meeting and does not represent a formal record.
For an official copy of the minutes please contact the Parish Clerk or look on
the Parish Website www.shrop.net/WhitPC)
Footnote: The Parish Plan was presented at the Annual Parish meeting on
10th May; it and the work done to produce it was explained by the
Committee Chair John Carroll; John also thanked the members of the
Committee for all the work they had put in over the past 2 years. The Plan is
available on the Parish Council Web site; and copies are available in the
Church, Castle, Premier Store, Community and Senior Citizens’ Halls and
from Parish Councillors.
Jill Whitby, Parish Plan Secretary
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Get a grip
It was said that Archbishop Tench of Dublin, in his later years, had a fear of
sudden crippling paralysis. One night at a formal dinner he sat looking more
and more forlorn. Finally he confided to the guests around him: ‘Well, it’s
come at last – total lack of feeling in my right leg.’ Whereupon the lady
sitting next to him said soothingly: ‘Not at all, your Grace. It will comfort
you to know that during the whole of this meal it has been my leg that you
have been pinching!’
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service; however you can contact us - in person (on the street, at community
bases and at partners and communities together [PACT] meetings), on the
phone or online.
Planning: 16/01381/FUL – Erection of a part two storey part single storey
rear extension following demolition of existing extensions and outbuilding,
new windows and doors – The Mount, 35 Top Street,
16/01516/OUT – Proposed dwelling adjacent South Lodge, Off Burma
Road, Park Hall
16/01579/FUL – Erection of two storey rear extension – The Croft,
Babbinswood
Permission Granted: 14/03027/OUT – Development Land SE of
Whittington Primary School, Station Road Whittington – Outline application
for residential development.
2015/16 Financial Year End (appendix A to agenda): To receive a copy of
the completed accounts for presentation to the Internal Auditor. The
Councillors present reviewed and were satisfied with the report.
Whittington Parish Plan Steering Group: The Parish Plan will be
presented at the Annual Parish Meeting on 10th May by Mr Ian Johnson.
(Please see footnote to this report).

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The Rector and Trustees of the Friends of St John the Baptist acknowledge
the following donations:A donation of £136.00
Anon
Donations totalling £498.70 in memory of Ian Mellor from his family and
friends
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
THANK YOU
“Margery and the family would like to thank everyone for their cards, letters
and messages which were such a comfort to us when Ian died. Both Ian and I
were the recipients of so much love from so many of you during the six years
of his illness. It really endorsed the decision we made to move to
Whittington on his retirement. I know that I have your continuing support as
the future unfolds, already so many kindnesses have come my way - from
flowers, lifts and lovely meals to the chats and the comforting arms. I view
the road ahead with some trepidation and a sense of emptiness but my faith
tells me that with the loving community around me I won’t face it alone.
Thank you again.”
Margery Mellor
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
THANK YOU

Footway Lighting: The major survey mentioned at last month’s meeting
will be carried out; this will begin with each street lamp being inspected and
the information collated to form the report and action plan for the Parish.

“A huge thanks to anyone who helped in any way with the refreshments in
Whittington Community Centre following the funeral of Ann Jones.”

Play Area: The Clerk advised that the Royal Society for the Prevention of
Accidents inspection will take place in June.

Libby Morris and Kath Griffiths
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
WHITTINGTON MUSIC FESTIVAL

Garden of Remembrance: The Parish Council now has a new Ground
Maintenance Company called Greenfingers Landscapes, who will be
undertaking the necessary work in the Parish.
Whittington Cemetery: The edging and stone for the footpath is going to be
acquired; the work itself should be finished before next winter.
Whittington Castle: It was reported that a tree had been removed.
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Lawrence and Rosie, and all the Festival Trustees, want to say a big thank
you to everybody who made the fourth Music Festival such a success.
“Mozart in the Marches” attracted an audience from as far afield as Holland
and Germany (they found the Festival on the internet and turned it into a
holiday!), but it’s the local people who support it – and provide a warm
welcome to the many visitors – who give the Festival its special buzz. Roll
on “Beethoven in the Borders” next May!
Lawrence and Rosie Mortimer
7

THANK YOU
I would like to thank most sincerely all my family, friends and neighbours
for their gifts, cards and visits since I had my accident. I am improving
slowly, as my injury requires “Natural Healing” which is a slow, painful
process. I hope to be out and about again before too long.
Margaret Hulson
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PLANT SALE AND OPEN GARDEN FOR SAVE THE CHILDREN

Whittington Parish Council News,
Meeting held on 26th April 2016

There were six Parish Councillors and the Clerk at the meeting.
Matters Arising: The Clerk advised that the Council website had been
updated and the funds required for this, equating to £440.00, was then agreed
by the Councillors present. Details of access etc. will be advised in due
course.

I would like to express my gratitude to all my friends for their invaluable
help in donating and selling plants, organising publicity, running a raffle and
welcoming the guests.

Community Police Incident Report March 2016: The items relevant to
Whittington were as follows:-

Thanks to Gareth Jones for the parking facility and to Sue Austin for the
press publicity. The excellent refreshments provided through church were
much appreciated, and raised £280.

Anti-Social Behaviour and Nuisance: Three incidents comprising of
youth/child throwing an item at a passing car in Fitzalan Close and parking
issues in Park Crescent, Park Hall.

Generous donations, plant sales and raffle proceeds amounted to a grand
total of £1,052 which has been sent to the Save the Children Fund. Thanks to
all.
Barbara Molesworth
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
WHITTINGTON MUSIC FESTIVAL

Burglary ( Non Dwelling): Two incidents in Park Hall of outbuildings being
broken into.

Another splendid year, the fourth, for the Whittington
Music Festival, which ended after the sixth concert on
Sunday 22nd May. Now I do not play any instrument but I
can appreciate the skill, dexterity, finesse and sheer
brilliance of the sixteen young musicians who entertained
an enthusiastic and knowledgeable audience in our parish church during the
Festival. Our very grateful thanks to James Barralet, Artistic Director, and all
his friends for the joy and pleasure they brought us.
Such occasions do not just happen and Lawrence and Rosie Mortimer must
spend more hours than I care to count arranging all the logistics for such an
event and we owe them, along with their band of enthusiastic volunteers,
another enormous thank you; it was all just so splendid!
EAW
8

Kindness is a language that the deaf can hear and the blind can see

Criminal Damage: Broken windows in Burma Road, Park Hall
Theft: Two incidents comprising the theft of garden equipment in Park
Lane, Park Hall and the theft of a cash box from the phone box in Fitzalan
Close.
A Councillor advised the meeting that there had been an increase in the theft
of car keys from houses in the area in order to steal vehicles
Police community Support Officers:
PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes - 07792 774 047; PCSO 60218 Cara Fairly
Local Police Officer – PC 3718 Kate Le’Clere – 07792 774 024
Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and partners to identify,
tackle and solve issues that matter to the community where you live. Thanks
to an investment in mobile tablet style computers, officers will be asked to
spend more time on patrol, on the street and in neighbourhoods. Officers will
continue to come to people when they need them and provide a high quality
29

ANSWERS TO MAY’S CROSSWORD
ACROSS: 1, Debtor. 4, Shaken. 7, Ache. 8, Leavened. 9, Overcome.
13, Etc. 16, Troublemaking. 17, Par. 19, Ignatius. 24, Treasure. 25, Mene.
26, Astray. 27, Dinner.
DOWN: 1, Deaf. 2, Behaviour. 3, Relic. 4, Swarm. 5, Aged. 6, Elect.
10, Rabbi. 11, Ocean. 12, Exalt. 13, Epicurean. 14, Cage. 15, Step.
18, Acres. 20, Gaudy. 21, An end. 22, Fair. 23, Fear.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Samaritan’s Purse launches Turn on the Tap campaign for South Sudan
Samaritan’s Purse has launched an urgent appeal to
provide clean water to over 35,000 people in desperate
need in South Sudan.
Angelina and her family of ten children moved into a
camp for internally displaced people in Abiemnhom
County, South Sudan. Now she must walk for six hours in intense heat on
dangerous terrain to collect dirty water from a river; she risks being attacked
and beaten on each journey. With an estimated 55,000 internally displaced
people across Mayom and Abiemnhom counties in Unity State,
overcrowding and overuse of clean water sources has led to one third of
existing hand pump wells breaking down. So Samaritan’s Purse plans to
rehabilitate and install seventy wells in this region for people who currently
have no choice but to drink dirty water.
To achieve their goal Samaritan’s Purse needs to raise £525,000 by 30th
June. More details and free resource pack: www.turnonthetap.org.uk
The 30 day water challenge
Take up the challenge to replace your beverage of choice with just water for
a whole month. Could you survive without your beloved cup of coffee or
bottle of fizzy drink each day? There’s only one way to find out! Use an
empty water bottle and fill it up with the money you would have spent on
your favourite drink.
I WAS THIRSTY AND YOU GAVE ME SOMETHING TO DRINK
28
Matthew 25:35 (NIV)

WHITTINGTON GARDENS COMPETITION 2016
The competition is open to any garden within the Whittington Parish
boundary and prizes will be presented to the winners at the Village Fete at
Whittington Castle on Monday 29th August.
CLASSES AND PRIZES
Class 1
Best large garden
Dovaston Perpetual Salver
Class 2
Best small garden
Flower Guild Rose Bowl
Class 3
Best senior citizens’ garden Castle Cup
Class 4
Best herbs in a container
Community Centre Cup
Class 5
Best vegetable garden
Mayor’s Cup
Class 6
Best hanging basket
Morhys of Rosehill Cup
Special Class Most fragrant rose in all the gardens visited - Pam Kup Cup
NB: To avoid confusion with judging please enter only one garden in
either section 1, 2 or 3. Entrants’ gardens will be judged in the middle of
July 2016. Entrants will be notified of the exact date in advance.
CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES: THURSDAY 30th JUNE 2016
The judge’s decision will be final, but join in the competition and enjoy it!
No entries accepted after the closing date.
For further information please contact the organiser,
Libby Morris on 01691-659566
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Entry Form for Whittington Gardens Competition 2016
Please complete, detach and return to:Libby Morris, 7 Rosehill Close, Whittington. SY11 4DY
Entry Fee: £1 per class
Please tick all relevant boxes
1 wish to enter: Class 1

Class 2

Class 3

Class 4

Class 5

Class 6

Special
Class

Name: .................................................................... Tel: ...................................
Address: ..........................................................................................................9

WHITTINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

Glenys Brind, President, welcomed members to the May meeting and after
Jerusalem had been sung she asked for a minute’s silence to remember Past
President, Ann Jones, who had recently died. Glenys then extended a warm
welcome to Judith Carter, a visitor for the evening.
A letter of thanks was read out from Margaret Hulson for a bouquet of
flowers delivered by Libby Morris, following Margaret’s recent accident.
A message from the Federation Chairman reminded members that one of the
important aspects about being part of the movement is that it provides a
national voice to campaign on issues important to us. WIs are encouraged to
submit resolutions and, through a democratic process, one or two emerge to
be debated in our local meetings prior to being voted upon at the National
Annual General Meeting. This year’s two chosen resolutions are to avoid
food waste and for appropriate care in hospitals for people with dementia.

“WHY IS A SHIP CALLED
SHE?”
A ship is called a “She” because
there is always a great deal of bustle
around her; there is usually a gang
of men about, she has a waist and
stays; it takes a lot of paint to keep
her good looking; it is not the initial
expense that breaks you, it is the
upkeep; she can be all decked out; it
takes an experienced man to handle
her correctly; and without a man at
the helm, she is absolutely
uncontrollable. She shows her
topsides, hides her bottom and,
when coming into port always heads
for the buoys.

Sue Goodridge reported she has had a photograph selected for inclusion in
next year’s Shropshire county calendar; a round of applause was given.
The speaker for the evening was Councillor Sandy Best who gave us a very
lively talk on the workings of Oswestry Town Council. Councillor Best was
elected to the Council in 2013 and currently serves on Development and
Planning, Amenities, Finance and General Purpose and Markets and Car
Parks sub-committees.
This month’s competition was for a photograph of Oswestry and it was won
by Vanessa Bromley with Joyce Howard coming second and Sue Goodridge
third.
In June we welcome Barbara Molesworth, Plants-woman, as our guest
speaker and the competition will be for a single bloom. As always visitors
are most welcome to join us.
Julie Sheffield
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
My idea of an agreeable person is a person who agrees with me
– Benjamin Disraeli
10

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Thursday Mornings in Whittington Church
Worship, Sharing, Learning
9:30am Holy Communion,
10.00am Coffee and Bible Study
2nd June 10:00am – EU Referendum Discussion – meet with others to
discuss your thoughts about the forthcoming referendum. This will be an
informal discussion – there will be no experts present. It is an opportunity to
share your questions and views with others and to consider these in the light
of Christian faith.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Directly after God in heaven comes Papa – Mozart as a boy
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School, 6.30-8.30pm; a fast-moving performance guaranteed to get the
audience laughing … thinking … and talking. Bring your friends and family
* tickets for the two performances are now available, £5 adult / £3 full-time
education, £12 family (up to 2 adults, 3 children). The shows are geared for
ages 12+.
Box Office
Gobowen Scout Hall 01691 657995
The Marches School
01691 655324
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
MAY UPDATE

Praise God for a positive
start to the summer term
with the diary getting busy
with some new and exciting
opportunities. Praise God
for the assemblies and lessons on the significance of human beings in that
God made us in His image and sent Jesus to become human Himself, and
make a way for us to know God for ourselves.
Please pray that the drama/music after school club I am trialling at one of the
local primary schools will continue to go well, and that the children will
really enjoy acting out the parable of the Good Samaritan to their peers at the
front of their assembly next week.
Please continue to pray for the trustees as they consider applications for the
full time Schools Christian Worker role, and pray too that God will guide the
right person to apply.
Thank you so much for prayerfully partnering with us in this work.
God bless, Jonny
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Life in the Circus – A couple who worked at the circus wanted to adopt a
child. Social workers had doubts about their suitability, but the couple
produced photos of their large motor-home, which was equipped with a
beautiful nursery. As for education, not only was there a nanny, but also a
full-time tutor to teach the child all the usual subjects along with French,
Mandarin and computer skills. Finally, the social workers were satisfied, and
had only one last question. “What age child are you hoping to adopt?” “Oh,
we don’t mind at all,” the couple assured them “As long as he fits in the
cannon”.
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The Parish Church of St John the Baptist, Annual Meeting 17th April
At the Annual Meeting last month both Gill Roberts and Mike Phipps were
re-elected at Churchwardens for the coming year and Keith Griffiths (reelected), Mark Jones, David Thomasson and Janet Norwood were elected to
the Parochial Church Council. Reports of activities within the church family
were given, Messy Church is thriving; the children in the village school have
several services a year in church and links are being maintained with
youngsters previously confirmed in the church.
Outreach into the
community is also going well through the monthly Coffee Mornings. The
finance to maintain our Parish Church is always a struggle as our
congregation ages but thanks were expressed to Jacob Jones who has raised
£100 through the sale of eggs from his own flock of chickens. Anyone who
pays income tax should be encouraged to Gift Aid their contribution as this
brings in additional income from the Treasury.
Gill Roberts
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
RACE FOR LIFE
As in previous years in June I shall be
running in the Race for Life in aid of Cancer
Research. If you would like to make a
donation, please sign the list at the back of
church, or donate online at my page:
www.Justgiving.com/dianaplatts THANK YOU
Di Platts
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
National ‘bug busting’ days
Did you know that annually, there are three
days set aside: 31st January, 15th June and 31st
October, as ‘Bug Busting Days’? The aim is
for ALL parents to wage war on their children’s
head lice on these days, and to ZAP them – all
in one fell swoop. This hopefully might stop
the lice just jumping from head to head around
the schools. More info at http://www.nationalawareness-days.com/national-bug-busting-day.html
A father is a banker provided by nature. – French proverb
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Ride Along Scheme launched in Shrewsbury
Have you ever wondered what it would be like to ride in a marked police car
and go out on patrol with an officer in Shrewsbury? Are you concerned
about anti-social behaviour and crime and would like to see personally how
Police deal with such issues? If so, and you are over 16, then you should
consider our Ride Along Scheme.
This scheme allows members of our community to experience first-hand,
what a police officer on patrol encounters whilst carrying out their duties. It
provides valuable insight into what we do and how we go about protecting
people, fighting crime and keeping Shrewsbury safe. In particular, the Ride
Along scheme in Shrewsbury will aim to show the workings of ‘Team
Shrewsbury’ – a multi agency model incorporating Shropshire Fire and
Rescue, Shropshire Council, Shrewsbury Town Council, Street Pastors,
Safer Shrewsbury and others – with an emphasis on quickly resolving local
problems by working together.
West Mercia Police is committed to being as transparent as possible about its
work and the Ride-Along Scheme is one way to help us achieve this by
enabling our communities to build a better understanding of the work of
police officers in West Mercia Police. This may include arrests, how we deal
with offenders and victims, statement taking, questioning and stop and
searches. Requests to Ride Along with an officer in your local area will be
accommodated wherever possible, as it gives people the opportunity to
become more familiar with their local policing team.
The Ride Along Scheme now supports the Best Use of Stop and Search
Scheme by providing opportunities for the community to accompany police
officers on patrol. There is no guarantee that people participating in the
scheme will witness Stop and Search as this will only be done if it is an
operational requirement. However it will provide the opportunity to see
many other policing activities and procedures.
Participants who patrol with officers in vehicles are likely to overhear private
information and attend incidents where personal information is freely
available. For this reason, participants patrolling with an officer will require
vetting and to sign confidentiality agreements. Participants will be subject of
intelligence and Police National Computer checks before being accepted on
12

VISIT OF ROUGHSHOD THEATRE GROUP TO OSWESTRY
26th June – 2nd July
Final arrangements for the week
are coming together and it is going
to be an exciting week, with many
opportunities for reaching out to
the community with the good news
of Jesus. We are grateful to God
for the support of so many of the
local churches.
 Sunday June 26th United
service to launch the week, a
Holy Trinity Church, 6:45pm; an
opportunity to meet the Roughshod team and commit this time of
outreach to God. Get a taster of Roughshod’s unique flavour. Everybody is
most welcome.
 Tues 28th - Fri 1st Roughshod will be visiting local schools and
taking part in community events around the district.
 Wednesday June 29th Roughshod – Let Loose*, at Gobowen
Scout Hall 7:00-9:00pm; a fast-moving performance guaranteed to get the
audience laughing … thinking … and talking. Bring your friends and family
 Friday 1st July
Youth Event with Roughshod at Cabin Lane
Whole Life Centre, 6:30pm; this is for young people (age 12+) from all
churches and none. For more information contact Jan Worthy, Tel 01691
650241 or email: stevejan@hotmail.co.uk
 Saturday 2nd July
Drama workshop led by Roughshod at St
Oswald’s Parish Centre, 10:00-11:00 am; a chance to develop your drama
skills and explore the possibility of forming an Oswestry Christian
Performing Arts group; suitable for ages 12+; places are limited, booking is
essential – call Rob on 07710 245928
 Saturday 2nd July
Roughshod – Let Loose*, at The Marches
25

JUNE’S QUIZ
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37.
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What is a common name for the asteroidean which have five arms?
At what stage of development is the imago stage of an insect?
What is the aquatic lava of an amphibian more commonly called?
What is a chameleon capable of changing?
What does a reptile shed in the process of sloughing?
What is another name for snake poison?
The aardvark is a native of which continent?
Which is the only mammal able to fly?
Which type of dark-coloured bear is the largest?
What do Americans call reindeer?
Man has seven vertebrae in his neck. How many does a giraffe have?
What is the main diet of hedgehogs?
Which two colours are wolves?
What is the fastest land animal?
From which border do border collies originate?
What colour is a chow chow’s tongue?
What is the mammal homo sapiens better known as?
Where does an arboreal animal live?
What is the smallest breed of dog?
Do dolphins have teeth?
Which part of the rhino is regarded as an aphrodisiac?
Which is the largest of the cats?
The ibex is a member of which animal family?
Which is generally larger, a wallaby or a kangaroo?
How many sets of teeth do most mammals have?
What is the black leopard more commonly known as?
What do moles mainly feed on?
Which country does the breed of dog, shihtzu come from?
What would the Europeans call what the Americans call a moose?
What do beavers build?
What are ossicles?
The llama is a relative of which African animal?
Which extinct animal’s name is the Portuguese for “stupid”?
Other than Australian mainland the platypus is native to where?
Which is the only vertebrate capable of sustained flight?
What was the first animal to be domesticated?
What sort of animal feeds on plants and other animals?

the scheme. A safety briefing must be attended prior to going out on patrol
and participants will have to follow the instructions of the officer they’re
accompanying at all times and wear a high visibility observer jacket.
All enquiries should go through https://www.westmercia.police.uk/ridealong
Edward Hancox
Inspector. 3424

Magazine Subscription
This month you will see an envelope stapled on
the front of your magazine. This is for your
“Ripple” £5.50 magazine subscription money.
For those who pay yearly in advance this means that the cost includes a
reduction of 50p over buying a single magazine each month.
Please return your subscription to your delivery person before the end
of June to take advantage of the reduction.
Subscription is the only way to guarantee your monthly copy
Everyone involved with the magazine would like to thank you for your
continued support and express special thanks to all those who distribute
it every month.
WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers
The monthly lunch at the White Lion will be on Tuesday 28th June; as a
regular please let Val Hayward know if you do NOT wish to be included in
this event; her number is 01691 662434. Please also give Val a ring if you
are a new-be and would like to join this sociable occasion, the cost is £7.50.
Our Annual General Meeting was held in the hall on 26th April and there
were seventeen people present; Peter Nicholas decided not to seek re13

election to the committee and thanks were expressed for his contribution
during the time he served. The remaining committee members were reelected with the addition of Marion Lycett as Treasurer. Frances Savage has
decided that it is time she stood down as President and it was proposed that
Val Hayward take on the role with Veronica Hargrave as Vice President.
Philip Morris suggested that due to the amount of work undertaken in this
role, that the position be replaced by the title of Chairperson – all were in
favour; the committee now consists of: Chairperson- Val Hayward; Vice
Chairperson- Veronica Hargrave; Secretary - Gill Roberts; TreasurerMarion Lycett; and Committee Members - Susan Dyke, Frances Savage
and Glenys Shuker.

OUR LADY AND ST OSWALD’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

The line dancing class is continuing to be enjoyed on Thursday afternoons; it
is always possible to come along and partake of some light exercise and
plenty of fun. The class is from 1:30 – 3:15pm with a short break after an
hour; the cost is £3.50 and a raffle takes place.

11:00am – 4:00pm Flower Show open
OPENING SERVICE 7:00pm
With Bishop Emeritus of Shrewsbury
Right Reverend Brian M Noble

A Whist Drive take place on the first Wednesday in the month at 7:30pm and
a weekly session is held on a Monday afternoon at 2.00pm; beginners and
experienced players are all welcome.
IT classes are held on Tuesday mornings from 9:30-11:30am organised by
North Shropshire College.
The hall is available for hire for parties, meetings etc and the charge is £10
per hour.
th

Several members went to the Red Lion in Ellesmere on 10 May for lunch;
some using their bus passes with Tanant Valley buses so that they were able
to enjoy a drink with their meal. Thank you to those members that supported
the occasion - the food and company was great.
th

We have booked a coach to visit Bridgemere Garden Centre on Tuesday 14
June. The cost of the coach will be met out of club funds but anyone wishing
to participate in the excursion will need to let either Val or myself know so
we can hire the appropriate sized coach. The coach will leave the Senior
Citizens’ Hall at approximately 9:30 am and return leaving Bridgemere at
2:30 pm. If any non-member would like to join us then a charge of £5 will
apply; please let Val know on 01691 662434 if you would like to join us.
14

UPPER BROOK STREET, OSWESTRY

MUSIC & FLOWER
FESTIVAL
Friday 10 June

Saturday 11 June
10:00am – 1:30pm Flower Show open
2:30 – 4:00pm Concert of Classical Music
By KMD Ensemble

Sunday 12 June
1:00 – 3:00pm Flower Show open
3:30 – 5:00pm Performance by Pilgrim Troupe
For further information contact 01691 656831/648155
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Our next hymn – A visiting minister, seeing the list of hymns chosen for the
Sunday service, sent a message to the organist to say that the last hymn (519)
did not suit his sermon, and so he wanted it replaced by 213. The organist’s
message replied: ‘In this church the organist chooses the hymns and I will
play 519.’ The minister shot back: ‘At this service I announce the hymns and
I shall announce 213.’
23

RECIPE OF THE MONTH
KING PRAWN MANGO CURRY
Serves 4 – Cooking Time: 15 minutes
15g butter
1 onion, chopped
2 garlic cloves, crushed
3cm piece root ginger, peeled and finely chopped
1 mango, peeled, pitted and chopped
2 green cardamom pods, crushed
1 cinnamon stick
½ tsp ground turmeric
1 tsp medium chilli powder
500g raw king prawns, thawed if frozen
200ml mango drink
2 tbsp chopped fresh coriander
Cumin-spiced Basmati Rice –

300g basmati rice
25g butter
1 tsp cumin seeds
6 cloves
2 bay leaves, torn into pieces

Put the rice on to cook in plenty of slightly salted boiling water. It will take
about 12 minutes.
Meanwhile start the curry by melting the butter in a large saucepan and
gently frying the onion for 4-5 minutes, until soft and golden.
Add the garlic, ginger, mango, cardamom and cinnamon stick and cook
gently for another 2-3 minutes.
Stir in the turmeric and chilli powder, then add the prawns and mango drink;
heat until simmering and cook for 5 minutes.
When the rice is almost cooked, melt the butter in a large frying pan and add
the cumin seeds, cloves and bay leaves. Fry gently for 2-3 minutes.
Drain the rice thoroughly and add it to the frying pan, stirring to coat in the
spice mixture.
Season the prawns with a little salt and stir in the coriander.
Serve with the rice.
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We have booked a Strawberry Tea at the Castle on Friday 1st July; once
again we will require names of those wishing to partake and the cost of the
tea will be £5.50 each.

Please come along to the coffee mornings held every Thursday
morning where homemade cake and scones are available along with
the coffee and biscuits.
We are still open to suggestions for some form of entertainment or a trip out,
please contact one of the few committee members Val on 662434, Sue on
650831, Frances 662366 or Veronica 680980.

Can I remind members that annual subscriptions are now due for
2016? We have raised the fee to £6.00.
Gillian Roberts (01691 662236)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

JUNE at Whittington Castle
5th June

12th June
26th June
July 10th
17th
30th/31st

9:00am-12:00 noon – Car Boot Sale –
£5 per car – Sorry NO Trade Stands –
No cars before 08:30am, no need to
book all enquiries 01691 662500
The House of the Blackstar –
Medieval Living History Day with FREE entrance and just
£1 to park. Stalls and weapons display
Planthunters Fair – Open 10:00am-4:00pm. FREE
entrance, just £1 to park. Top specialist nurseries with
thousands of plants to choose from
11:30am-2:30pm Vintage Car Display
9:00am-12:00 noon – Car Boot Sale – £5 per car – Sorry NO
Trade Stands – No cars before 08:30am, no need to book all
enquiries 01691 662500
Multi-Period Re-enactment and Living History Weekend.
From Normans to World War II – 10:00am-4:00pm each
day; £2 per Adult and £1 per child entrance fee.
Sue Ellis, Castle Manager - Telephone 01691 662500
E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk
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4:00pm 12 June, Whittington Church

Messy Church

On the Queen’s Birthday Weekend
We begin with crafts and activities at 4:00pm
At 4:30pm we gather for a short act of worship
with songs and a story.
We end with sandwiches, cakes and drinks for all to share.
Please contact Sarah (sarahburton7@gmail.com, 01691 238658) for
more information.
All ages welcome
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Greatest Poster Ever?
Hundreds of thousands of young men saw it. Indeed,
they could hardly miss it, the poster was every-where
– a stern-faced distinguished figure and, most
prominently, a finger pointing straight at them. Below
it were the words, ‘YOU - Join Your Country’s
Army!’ The year was 1914 and Britain was at war.
Our army needed recruits in huge numbers, to be
trained and then sent across the English Channel to the
battle-fields of southern Belgium and France.
Best known today for his appearance on the iconic posters Herbert
Kitchener, 1st Earl Kitchener (Lord Kitchener), British Army officer, field
marshal and colonial administrator, died on 5th June 1916; he was a hero
from the Boer War and Secretary of State for War 1914-16.
The idea of the poster had developed from a newspaper advertisement which
read ‘Your King and Country Needs You’ by way of hand-bills to a full-size
poster. It was Kitchener himself who proposed making it a personal appeal to
‘Britons’ to ‘join the country’s Army’. They did, and it was not until 1916,
following massive casualties in France, that conscription had to be
introduced. The poster has subsequently had many imitators, but no equals in
emotional impact.
16

The Way I See It: Our SERVANT QUEEN
The whole country will this month be celebrating the Queen’s 90th birthday.
She has splendidly fulfilled the promise made on the day when her father,
King George VI, died and she came to the throne at the age of 27. On that
day she dedicated ‘the rest of my life, whether it be long or short’ to the
service of the nation and the Commonwealth. She has certainly proved that
she meant what she said. Hers is already the longest reign of any British
monarch.
Those years have seen huge changes in the world: the end of apartheid in
South Africa, the transition of scores of countries to independence within the
Commonwealth, the advent of space exploration and men on the moon, the
arrival of the computer and the internet, social media, Twitter and so on.
Through it all she has remained a calm reassuring figure, head of state to
twelve different prime ministers and leader of a resilient and growing
Commonwealth of Nations.
The Queen has quietly moved with the times. Her
rather tortured ‘royal’ accent of the forties and
fifties has broadened into a quietly spoken
Received English. Uneasy about it at first, she has
made herself an effective performer on television.
And through it all she has openly acknowledged
that her own Christian faith is the bedrock of all
that she is and has done. In recent years she has been more willing to talk
about that faith, notably in her Christmas messages.
To mark her 90th birthday, the Bible Society has published an attractive
illustrated book The Servant Queen, setting out largely in her own words the
essential heart of that faith. The Queen herself has written a Foreword. The
aim of the publishers is that the book should be widely distributed, so that
people up and down her kingdom can share her evident enjoyment of a
committed Christian faith; it’s subtitle is ‘And the King she serves’. As
advertisers say, ‘every home should have one’. The Servant Queen is
available from the Bible Society in packs of ten for £10, or singly go to:
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/landing/servantqueen
Rev Canon David Winter
Gossip is halitosis of the brain
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COFFEE & ComPany
Come & Enjoy
a
Cup of Tea or Coffee
and a chat for an hour or so

St Chad's Church, Haughton
EXHIBITION & FESTIVAL OF FLOWERS

in

On SATURDAY 11th JUNE
CHURCH OPEN 10:00am – 5:00pm

Whittington Church
Thursday 23rd June
10:00am – 12:00 noon

On SUNDAY 12th JUNE
CHURCH OPEN 10:00am – 4:00pm

All are very welcome
Entrance is free
Voluntary Donations to Church

REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE
THERE WILL BE A SERVICE OF BOOK OF
COMMON PRAYER FESTIVE EVENSONG
on SUNDAY 12th JUNE at 6:00pm
After which wine and soft drinks will be served

50 Years of Space Exploration
The space age started in earnest fifty years ago on 2nd June 1966, when
NASA’s space probe Surveyor 1 landed on the moon to collect data for the
Apollo programme. It was the first US craft to soft-land on any extraterrestrial body. The Soviet Union had achieved a landing four months
earlier.
Surveyor 1 transmitted an astonishing 11,000 photographs from the moon’s
surface and showed that the widely predicted “thick layers of soft dust” on
the moon were far from the truth. The mission demonstrated the technology
necessary to achieve landing and operations on the lunar surface, but it was
said that nobody was more surprised at its success than the people who built
it. Previous days’ newspapers had been full of management squabbles,
budget problems and delays. But it worked perfectly. The information
gathered from the Surveyor missions was essential for the success of the
American Apollo manned expeditions.
20

A Book on the History of St Chad’s Church,
Haughton and the surrounding district is also being
produced to mark this occasion
.

Sweets

I gave my four-year-old granddaughter money for
sweets and the church collection plate. Later,
seeing her enormous pile of sweets, I got
suspicious and asked if she hadn’t also given
some money to God in church that morning.
“No,” she replied sweetly, “He wasn’t there.”
17

CHILDREN’S PAGE
THE SAINT AND THE MONSTER
St Columba, whose feast day is 9th June was born in
Ireland and came to Scotland to be a “pilgrim for
Christ”. He founded a monastery on the island Iona in
563.
The monastery at Iona became a centre of
learning and many missionaries were trained there.
Columba carried the message of God’s love throughout
Scotland and monks from his monastery carried the
message into England.
St Columba wrote a number of hymns and is said to have
transcribed, or written out by hand, some 300 books in
his lifetime.
And what has he got to do with a monster? Well, it
wasn’t the Loch Ness monster but a monster that was
living in the River Ness. St Columba is said to have
driven away this monster who was attacking a swimmer,
with the sign of the cross and the words “Thou shalt go
no further, nor touch the man; go back with all speed.”
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Iced off with the wedding cake?
The wedding season is upon us, but how many brides will
choose the traditional decorated tiered wedding cake? In
recent years, the sheer cost of one, which can reach
£1,000, has meant that many couples now opt for
alternatives. These include cupcakes, cake pops, cheese
cake, doughnut towers, croque-en-bouche (choux pastry
balls piled into a cone and bound with threads of caramel), and even ‘naked
cake’ (no frosting at all).
The great traditional tiered wedding cake has been traced back to the
eighteenth century, when a lovelorn baker’s apprentice, William Rich of
Ludgate, was desperate to catch the eye – and heart – of his master’s
daughter. He looked round for inspiration for a cake, saw the spire of St
Bride’s Church… and the rest is history.
Queen Victoria’s wedding cake in 1840 was three yards in circumference,
and weighed three hundred pounds. Her daughter, who married in 1858, had
something more modern: three tiers – though it was nearly seven feet high.
In the 1940s, with rationing in force, people kept up the ‘glamour’ by
displaying beautiful cardboard cakes, made or rented, hiding (for eating) a
very modest cake nearby.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Notices in a church news-sheet:
-Organist required: to work with small but trying priest and congregation.
-Weight Watchers to meet at 7:00pm in the church hall. Please use large
double door at the side entrance.
-There will be a shared supper at church this Sunday – wit prayer and
medication to follow.
-The minister would appreciate if the ladies of the congregation would lend
him their electric girdles for the pancake breakfast next Sunday.
-The students will be presenting Shakespeare’s Hamlet in the church
basement Friday at 7:00pm. The congregation is invited to attend this
tragedy.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
A man knocked on my door yesterday and asked for a small donation
towards the local swimming pool. I gave him a glass of water.
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