WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

PARISH SERVICES

WOMENS INSTITUTE:

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre
Secretary: Mrs Joyce Howard

Tel:656389

SUNDAY SERVICES:
8:00am Holy Communion on 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays
11:00am Holy Communion weekly
6:30pm Holy Communion according to the Book of
Common Prayer on 1st Sunday
6:30pm Evensong on the 3rd Sunday

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:

Chairman: Jonjo Evans
Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis

Tel:671300
Tel:662500

4:00pm Messy Church on the 4th Sunday
(No Service in August)

BELL RINGING:

Details from Brian Rothera

Tel:657778

BROWNIES, GUIDES:

6:00-7:15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre
Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere
Tel:624390

RECTOR:

BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen)
2 Heather Bank, Gobowen
Tel:658016
e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com
WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions
Leaders: Dawn and Mandy
Meet in the Community Centre 9:00am – 3:00pm

Tel:670127

SENIOR CITIZENS:

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning
All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall
Secretary: Mrs Gillian Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington

Reverend Sarah Burton
e.mail: wwfchurch@gmail.com

Tel:238658

Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington

Tel:670940

Mrs G Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com

Tel:662236

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington
Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington

Tel:656389
Tel:659562

ORGANIST: Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall

Tel:662116

CHURCHWARDENS:

Tel:662236

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE:

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White
Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm. This will now be the
only stop in the village.
CHURCH WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk
SCHOOL WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonschool.co.uk
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WEEKDAYS: 9:30am Holy Communion - Thursday
5:30pm Choir Practice
- Alternate Thursdays

MAGAZINE:
Editor:
Miss A Ward, 4 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington Tel:672838
eaw4@btinternet.com
Distribution:

Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road

Tel:659385

WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL:

Headteacher: Mr Carl Rogers
e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk

Tel:662269
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(Whittington Parish Church Magazine)
Vol 30 No 2

CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY:

June 2017
Welcoming our New Curate
Jassica writes:

Mr Andy Cawthray - email: WhitCBC@gmail.com
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:

Richard Beaman
Hello this is Jassica. For those of you who don’t know me I will be starting
my curacy in this benefice after my ordination in July at Lichfield Cathedral.

Tel:657178
07581 710523

Tel:659166

CRICKET SECRETARY:

Trina Lewis – email: lewisbtkr@aol.com

Tel:774406
07968 844341

So this is me. I have been married for 20 years to Roy Burley, we worked
and lived near Portsmouth. We moved to the Midlands after 12 years and
had our only son Elnathan who is 9 years old. Elnathan enjoys singing and
being creative with music. We visited many churches in the Walsall area but
settled at All Saints’ Bloxwich when Roy got the job as their family worker.
Roy enjoys talking to people and travels around preaching at different
churches. He did an excellent job as the family worker at All Saints’.

BOWLING SECRETARY:

During our time at all Saints’ we both went through the discerning process
and after five years I went for my BAP and was accepted for ordination
training. So off we went to Ridley Hall in Cambridge where I have just spent
two years doing my Theological training. The last two years have been a
whirlwind experience and I have learnt so much.

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG
e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk
Tel:650488

I am looking forward to serving in the Benefice, meeting the needs of the
people, learning from the training incumbent and helping to support the
vision that she has for this area. Having lived in major cities all my life I am
looking forward to getting a taste of rural life and how people live, taking
time to get to know the people in this parish and serving them in any way
necessary.
As well as all this I am looking forward to working hard and successfully
completing my Curacy and my Educational Training, putting into practice all
of the things that I have learnt and getting to know lots of wonderful new
people.
Jassica

Eileen Sinker
COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY:

Mrs Kath Griffiths

Tel:662116

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON
AND WEST FELTON:

WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL:

Mrs A. S. Cowley, “Pear Tree” Cottage, Treflach, Oswestry
(Clerk to the Council) – Held the fourth Tuesday in the month
ascowley.whitpc@sky.com
www.whittingtonpc.wordpress.com

Tel:659496

SHROPSHIRE YOUTH SERVICE:

Rural Mobile visits the village on Tuesday 6:15pm – 8:00pm
bus parks opposite the “Premier” Shop, Whittington.
Open to young people between the ages of 13 – 20 yrs.
Contact: Wendy Stockton, Shropshire Council Youth Worker.

Tel:654175

BAPTISM SECRETARY:

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk

Tel:681036

WEDDING SECRETARY:

Mrs Gill Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington
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Tel:770212

Tel:662236
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(not of Africa, visitors must go further afield to Cape Agulhus for this). From
the viewpoint and lighthouse at Cape Point, reached via a funicular, watch
the waves crashing at the base of the cliffs six hundred and eighty six feet
below. The Reserve itself is worth exploring, particularly for those interested
in birds and botany. There are several walking trails, including the
Shipwreck Trail which takes you to a few of the twenty-six recorded
shipwrecks around Cape Point. Resident baboons enjoy the spoils from
tourists’ picnics and although they are fun to watch they can be quite
aggressive and are ultimately dangerous animals; feeding them is forbidden.
Five miles out of the city centre is the Kirstenbosch National Botanical
Gardens. It was bequeathed to the nation by Mining Magnate Cecil Rhodes
in 1895, and today contains more than twenty two thousand plants, a
research unit, botanical library and nursery. Numerous paths meander
through the gardens, including a Braille route for the blind, which are full of
lush shrubs and ‘fynbos’, the Cape’s indigenous floral heritage. With
endless space for picnics and walks, several incredible hikes can be started
from the gardens, including the formidable Skeleton Gorge, and Nursery
Ravine which wind steeply up the mountain and generally take between four
and six hours; there are also much gentler and shorter walking trails winding
through the gardens. In summertime it becomes the venue for Sunday
evening open-air concerts and outdoor film screenings when picnickers relax
on the lawns, sipping Cape wine.

Richard writes:
Jassica will be ordained in Lichfield cathedral on Saturday 1st July. This is a
very joyful occasion for Jassica, her family and our two parishes. The service
in the cathedral begins at 6:00pm and several people from the parish will be
attending the service. If you would like to join us in the Cathedral have a
word with one of the Churchwardens and we will try to co-ordinate lifts.
On Sunday 2nd July we will be arranging a Barbeque Lunch in Whittington
Rectory garden to welcome Jassica, Roy and Elnathan to our parishes. I will
arrange a suggestion of what food to bring along to the event and leave a list
in Church. Almost invariably, at this sort of event, we end up with too much
to eat. There will be games – I want an egg throwing competition but Sarah
is not sure.
Jassica will be ordained Deacon. This means that for the first year she will
not be able to lead us in the celebration of Holy Communion or take
Weddings. This gives her time to get used to her new role. Jassica will be
ordained a Priest in 2018. Jassica and her family will be living in the Rectory
at West Felton.
It is an honour for our parishes to be chosen as Training Parishes. These days
Curates are not to be seen (primarily) as an extra pair of hands; Curacies are
very definitely seen as a time of Training and there is quite a bit of academic
work for Jassica to complete in her three years with us. But you will have
read in Jassica’s letter that she sees her task as serving the Parishes and I am
sure that through her Ministry among us she will enrich our Churches and
the lives of many in our villages. Just in case you were wondering, Training
Parishes these days are selected on the abilities of the Training Incumbent to
offer supervision. (I got away with putting that last sentence in only because
Sarah is on sabbatical!)
Richard Burton
Whittington Rectory

Change of Service Times – Advance Notice
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From July the main Sunday morning Holy Communion will begin half
an hour earlier at 10:30am
3

DIARY
1

9:30am

Holy Communion

3

08:00am

The June Prayer Breakfast to support the Schools
Christian Project Worker, will be held at St John’s
Church, Weston Rhyn; if you would like attend please
telephone Lynn Carroll on 01691 -659385 by
Wednesday 31st May

4

PENTECOST – WHIT SUNDAY
11:00am
6:30pm

5

Parish Communion
Holy Communion according to the Book of
Common Prayer
Whittington School re-opens after Half Term

7:30pm

Churches Together in Oswestry District General
Election Hustings at the Marches School, Oswestry.
Questions for the four candidates in advance to
Oswestry Christian Bookshop, St Oswald’s Parish
Church or emailed to: contactctod@gmail.com –
those submitting questions please include your name

10:00am

Whittington Senior Citizen’s trip to Bridgemere
Garden Centre; further details on page 13

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in Church

7

7:30pm

Monthly Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens’ Hall
£1 including refreshments

8

9:30am

Holy Communion

10:00am

Whittington Women’s Institute visit to Blists Hill

7:30pm

Fun Quiz in aid of Whittington Community Centre;
further details on page 8

6

9
4

The place most widely associated with the Apartheid era is probably Robben
Island, seven miles from the city in the centre of Table Bay. For nearly four
hundred years this tiny rocky island outcrop was utilised as a place of
banishment for numerous categories of people ostracised by Society, ranging
from political protesters to lepers. It became synonymous with institutional
brutality as numerous freedom fighters, including the Island’s most famous
resident, Nelson Mandela, were imprisoned here for more than a quarter of a
century. Robben Island is now a museum, symbolising liberation and the
triumph of the human spirit. Regular island tours are conducted by former
prisoners and include a visit to the maximum-security prison on the Iisland
where an estimated three thousand freedom fighters were incarcerated
between 1962 and 1991. The island is also a magnet for shipwrecks, with at
least sixty-eight recorded cases of ships foundering on its rocky coast.
There are wonderful beaches, but the most accessible, on the Atlantic Ocean,
have unbelievably cold water. The most popular include Camps Bay, a long,
wide stretch of golden sand and backed by a strip of fashionable bars and
restaurants. Clifton, has four beaches - imaginatively called First, the largest,
is most popular with families; Second is preferred by the ‘hip’ crowd; and
Third and Fourth are usually frequented by well-toned locals and, when the
waves are up, surfers. The water in False Bay is much warmer than on the
Atlantic side, but sharks are a problem here and like many beaches have
spotters on duty. For long walks and horse riding, the lovely Noordhoek
beach is ideal. To see the Cape Town penguin colony go to Boulders Beach,
Simonstown where they swim among the people. Sharks are a problem
particularly in False Bay, and many beaches have shark spotters on duty.
Ascending Table Mountain is an absolute must for visitors; its Nature
Reserve status protects its diverse floral species, some unique to its slopes.
The views of the city and coastline from the top of the mountain in all
directions are quite spectacular. A Cable Car carries visitors smoothly up the
mountain and back and the mountaintop is equipped with numerous
pathways and vantage points. It is possible to climb the mountain via
different routes, but inexperienced hikers should take care because Cape
Town is prone to sudden weather changes; the walk up can take anything
between one and four hours depending on the route and level of fitness.
Most visitors are keen to make the short daytrip to the Cape of Good Hope
Nature Reserve to stand at the most southerly point of the Cape Peninsula
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TRAVELLER’S TALES

11

8:00am
11:00am

CAPE TOWN
One of the most beautiful cities in the world, Cape Town offers spectacular
scenery, perfect Blue Flag-rated beaches and a Mediterranean climate and
the peak season for tourists is during the summer months of December to
February. The easiest way to see the city is via the open-top, hop-on hop-off
sightseeing buses and the city centre is also easily navigated on foot.
There are many museums offering a glimpse into the Apartheid era such as
the District Six Museum, and an increasingly popular tour is to one of the
predominantly black townships which usually includes a look at community
projects, a visit to a craft market and a drink at a local ‘shebeen’(township
pub). District Six was established originally as a mix of freed slaves,
merchants, artisans and immigrants and developed a unique multi-racial
character. In 1966 the government declared District Six a “whites only” area
under the Group Areas Act and over sixty thousand residents were forcibly
moved to the outlying Cape Flats, a barren area several miles away, while
most of their homes were flattened by bulldozers. This museum serves to
safeguard the memories and the spirit that was District Six and was
originally established as a place where ex-residents could meet and support
one another. It has an impressive collection of historic material and offers a
guided tour of the area led by an ex-resident; these tours must be booked in
advance. You can wander into the museum and take a self-guided tour.
The Bo-Kaap, or the old Malay Quarter, was declared an exclusive
residential area for the Muslim Cape Malays under the Group Areas Act of
1950, and people of other religions and ethnicity were forced to leave. The
term ‘Cape Malay’ was originally used to describe the slaves from Malaysia,
Indonesia and various African countries who were imported to the Cape of
Good Hope by the Dutch during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries
(rather than just to describe Malaysian slaves). Today the houses have been
restored and colourfully painted, and the steep cobbled streets, mosques,
minarets and blend of Cape Dutch and Edwardian architecture make it one of
the most interesting historical and cultural areas of the city. The Bo-Kaap
Museum documents the history of the Cape Malays and the areas charms are
frequently the subject of Cape Town postcards.
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TRINITY SUNDAY
Holy Communion
Parish Communion

12

LAST DAY for magazine material for the July edition of the
“Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, 4 Rosehill
Avenue, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com

13

2:00-3:00pm

15

CORPUS CHRISTI
9:30am

18

Praise and Play in Church

Holy Communion

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
11:00am
6:30pm

Parish Communion
Evensong

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in Church

12:00noon

Whittington Senior Citizen’s Monthly Lunch at the
White Lion; further details on page 13

21

7:30pm

Charity Whist Drive in aid of the Derwen College;
further details on page 15

22

9:30am
Holy Communion
10:00am -12:00 noon Coffee Morning in Church

23

7:00pm

24

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST PATRONAL FESTIVAL

20

Friends of Whittington School Race Night at
Oswestry Rugby Club; tickets £5, call 07944180657

12:00noon onwards Robert Jones and Agnes Hunt Orthopaedic
Hospital League of Friends “Victorian Fete”
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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8:00am
11:00am
4:00pm

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Messy Church

5

27

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in Church

28

2:00pm

Whittington School New Starters Service in Church;
all are welcome to attend

29

Holy Communion
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Extracts from the Parish Registers
for the month of March 2017

Annual Parish Meeting: This will be held on the 16th May 2017 at 6:30pm
in the Senior Citizens’ Hall.
Date and time of the next meeting: The next Parish Council Meeting will
be at 7:30pm on Tuesday 23rd May 2017 in the Senior Citizens’ Hall.

9:30am

HOLY BAPTISM
“We welcome you into the Lord’s Family”
23rd April 2017

Finley Joshua James Harvey
of Applewood Heights, West Felton

23rd April 2017

Caitlin Esther Tomkins
of Langland Road, Oswestry

Paul Thompson-Lawrence
(This article is a brief outline of the main discussion points for the
Whittington Parish Council Meeting and does not represent a formal record.
For an official copy of the Minutes please contact the Parish Clerk or look on
the Parish Website - www.whittingtonpc.wordpress.com)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Parish Council Election Results – Following the election held on 4th May
the following people were elected:- Andy Cawthray, Frank Davis, Edward
David Goff, Rupert Harvey, Greg Hickman, Ian Johnson, Robert Paul Jones,
Jennifer Elizabeth Pritchard, Patricia Raine, Paul Thompson-Lawrence and
Jill Whitby. The unsuccessful candidate was Romer Hoseason.

30th April 2017

Isla Rose Franks
Of Welsh Walls, Oswestry

I would like to thank the residents of the Parish who voted for me in the
recent local elections. Having been elected to serve another four years on the
Parish Council, I look forward to continuing to work for you, your interests,
and the good of the Parish.
Jill Whitby, Whittington Parish Council

30th April 2017

William John Charles Eales
Of Whittington Road, Gobowen

Shropshire Council Election Result – Following the election held on 4th
May Stephen Charmley was elected.

Communicants for the month……...…326
Attendance for the month……….........411
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Open Garden...May 2017
A very sincere thank you to the many people who visited the Open Garden at
the beginning of May, over £1,000 was raised for Save the Children, which
is a great result. Another £220 was raised for Whittington Church by the
teas, for which Ruth Haile did a great deal of excellent work. Thank you to
all the people who donated or bought plants, and to the Morris Men and the
Haslington Hawkestra who provided entertainment.
Barbara Molesworth
6

The smallest deed is better than the greatest intention

Dear Resident, The local elections are now behind us and I am sure that your
paper recycling has now reduced dramatically. I want to say a huge thank
you to all who supported me during the election campaign and those who
came out and cast a vote, no matter which box you ticked; I am a firm
believer in democracy. I have received a lot of congratulatory messages
which means a lot to me and my family. I am truly humbled by the number
of people who have once more put their faith in me to be their representative.
I know what the areas issues are and I have also picked up some new issues
from the doorstep which I have already started to action. I will continue to
work hard for the area and ensure that the Whittington and West Felton
Ward keep getting the service which you all expect. My contact details are in
this magazine, please contact me with any issues you have. Many thanks
once again.
Steve Charmley
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2. It was noted that the goal posts had been removed from the grass area
between the houses in both Wingate Way and Park Meadow.
Planning: 17/01017 –Erection of a pair of semi-detached dwellings –
Land adjacent to No. 4 Hindford
17/01437/FUL – Erection of single storey rear extension, Manor
Garden, 5 Boot Street Whittington
The Council will consider any application received prior to this meeting not
recorded above
Planning Permission Refused: 17/00732//OUT – Proposed residential
development Land West of B5009, Babbinswood, Whittington- Outline
application for the erection of 5 No. dwellings to include means of
access.
Payments: 1.The bank reconciliation up to the end of March was approved.
2. The Councillors were informed that the Shropshire Council precept for the
new financial year would be paid at the end of the month.
Request for a donation: Councillors discussed this request from Mrs. Sue
Tuerena and Barbara Molesworth for a donation towards the production of a
booklet on William Walsham How and his identification of rare flowers in
the Whittington Parish. It was decided to provide a £100.00 donation.

THANK YOU
Dr Wyn Jones, Rhian, Ceri and Daniel wish to express their sincere thanks to
family, friends and neighbours for their incredible support during Beryl's
short illness at the start of the year. She was very touched by everyone's
concern and kindness.
The Service of Thanksgiving to celebrate her life on the 7th April was very
well attended by friends and family from the locality, Llangollen and much
further afield reflecting her caring nature, many interests and busy life. Many
people commented on the lovely service with excellent Welsh singing. We
have received a huge number of cards and letters containing messages of
support and memories of happy occasions spent with Beryl.
The family appreciated the generosity of everyone's donations which totalled
over £1,700 and which will soon find their way to the three nominated
charities: the League of Friends and the Flower Guild at the Robert Jones
and Agnes Hunt Orthopaedic Hospital at Gobowen and Cancer Research
UK.
I very much appreciate your continued support.
Dr Wyn Jones

Footway Lighting: The situation regarding the street light at Yew Tree is to
be revisited.

Magazine Subscription

The Play Area: The Councillors were informed that the fencing had now
been repaired.

This month you will see an envelope stapled on
the front of your magazine. This is for your
“Ripple” £5.50 magazine subscription money.

Whittington Cemetery: The base for the new seat was now finished and the
bench which is made of oak has now been installed. More work needs to be
done at the Cemetery and if anyone is interested in helping, a Working Party
will be there to improve the area on the 2nd Saturday in May.
Garden of Remembrance: After the work that has been undertaken over the
last few months, the area is now looking good.
Whittington Castle: There will be events on 30th April and 1st May at the
Castle when four groups will be putting on displays, some in medieval dress.
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For those who pay yearly in advance this means a free magazine
over buying a copy singly each month.
Please return your subscription to your delivery person before the
end of June to take advantage of the reduction.
Subscription is the only way to guarantee your monthly copy
Everyone involved with the magazine says thank you for your
continued support and expresses special thanks to all distributors.
7

FUN QUIZ
FRIDAY 9 JUNE 2017 7:30pm

WHITTINGTON
COMMUNITY
CENTRE
TEAMS of FOUR £12
To include light refreshments

LICENSED BAR
AVAILABLE
RING 662116 or 662417
TO ENTER
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Night-time prayers - The little boy was saying his go-to-bed prayers in a
very low voice. “I can’t hear you, dear,” his mother whispered.
“Wasn’t talking to you,” said the small one firmly.
8

Whittington Parish Council News,
Meeting held on 25th April 2017
There were nine Councillors the Clerk and one member of the public present.
Community Police Attendance: PC Kate Le’Clere attended the meeting,
but no crime statistics details were available due to technical reasons.
Your Team & Contact numbers:
Local Police Officer: - PC 3718 Kate Le’Clere – 07792 774 024
Police Community Support Officers: - PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes - 07816
172 510; and PCSO 40279 Pete Roberts- 07792774047
About your Team: Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and
partners to identify, tackle and solve issues that matter to the community
where you live. Making neighbourhoods safer by cutting day to day crime
and anti-social behaviour is at the heart of keeping people in West Mercia
safe. Thanks to an investment in mobile tablet style computers, these will
enable officers to spend more time on patrol on the street and in
neighbourhoods. Officers will continue to come to people when they need
them and provide a high quality service however you contact us - in person
(on the street, at community bases and at partners and communities together
[PACT] meetings), on the phone or online.
In the event of a Police emergency ring 999 for urgent attention or ring 101.
The Police mobile numbers above will only be answered if the Officer is on
duty. If your call is not answered please leave your name, number and a brief
message. The Officer will respond at their earliest convenience when they
are next on duty.
Get in touch - 101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime
 oswestryrn.snt @westmercia.pnn.police.uk
 www.westmercia.police.uk
/
@Oscops - Only call 999 in an emergency, when a crime is in
progress or life is in danger.
Matters Arising: 1.The Councillors discussed the situation regarding
smoking in bus shelters and it was agreed that ‘No Smoking Signs’ would be
put up in the shelters.
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WHITTINGTON TOGETHER CRAFT AND PRODUCE SHOW

WHITTINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

MONDAY 28 AUGUST 2017

Sandy Wilson welcomed everyone to the meeting and Jerusalem was sung.
The April meeting Minutes were read and matters arising discussed. It was
decided that from July, Minutes will be circulated and will not be read out.
Thanks were given to Marian and Andy Young for hosting a very successful
Coffee Morning that raised £104.41. The Bee Box needs to be put up and
arrangements made for some publicity.

th

SCHEDULE
FLOWERS
1
3 Dahlias
2
3 Roses
3
Mixed cut perennials in a vase

FRUIT
8
3 Eating apples
9
Dish of Blackcurrants
10
Dish of Raspberries

VEGETABLES
4 4 Potatoes
5 4 Runner Beans
6 4 Onions
7 Cut herbs in a jar

HOMECRAFT
11
Jar of jam
12
a photograph of Whittington
13
An arrangement of 5 flowers
14
A knitted item

CHILDREN’S SECTION:
Age groups: 3 years and under; 4 & 5 years; 6 – 8 years; 9 – 11 years.
There will be a small prize awarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd for each item in all
Sections and a cup for the winner in each age group.
3 years and under – 1 3 decorated biscuits
4 & 5 years

– 1 A vegetable animal
2 A hand print

6 – 8 years

– 1 A model made of recycled material
2 2 fairy cakes on a plate

9 – 11 years

– 1 A Lego item
2 A greetings card (any medium)

ALL ENTRIES TO BE STAGED 9:30-10:30am
AT THE CASTLE ON THE DAY OF THE SHOW
SOW-CO-ORDINATORS – Libby Morris
& Kath Griffiths
28

01691 659566
01691 662116

The trip to Blists Hill is only £12.50 and £22.50 for family and friends; the
coach departs from the Three Trees on June 8th at 10:00am. West Felton WI
invites members to join their Outing to the Hat Museum in Stockport and
also to an Air Raid Shelter built into rocks on Saturday 17th June, leaving
West Felton at 09:00am and returning about 6:30pm; cost details are
available from Joyce Howard or Sandy Wilson.
A reminder was given about the forthcoming talk by Swifts Bakery and that
members should have received their tickets for the Annual Meeting. Ruth
Haile reported on her Shropshire County WI weekend away at the National
WI Conference Centre Denman College. Ruth described how the facilities
over the years had changed to become a First Class Centre with all rooms
being en-suite, delicious food and extremely good Tutors who provided an
exciting range of Courses and activities. Ruth said the companionship of
other members from many different places across Shropshire was very
friendly and interesting to be with.
Next year’s programme will have a different format and be a single colourful
sheet that should also attract visitors to events and potentially new members.
Barbara Molesworth brought copies of her newly published book which was
based on flowers noted by a previous Rector, William Walsham How.
Members spent some time discussing, in two groups, the main resolutions for
the National Federation of WIs to vote on and petition Government about.
One resolution was “Microplastic fibres are shed from synthetic clothing
with every wash and are the main contributors to microplastic contamination
of the oceans. The NFWI calls on the government and industry to research
and develop innovative solutions to this problem in order to stop the
accumulation of microplastic fibres in our oceans.” The second resolution
was “Alleviating Loneliness. This calls on every WI and the NFWI to work
9

alongside Health and Social Care providers and their local community to
raise awareness of the causes and impacts of loneliness, thus ensuring better
identification of lonely people in order to be able to offer them the
appropriate assistance and support.” Members contributed fully in both
groups considering new research and different points of view. Overall
members agreed to both resolutions with some concerns noted.
The next part of the meeting was Mocktails! Members sampled three
different types of Mocktails amidst much laughter. The three Mocktails
were Mint Julep which was very popular; Cran-Dandy Cooler also extremely
delicious and Tiki Cooler - rather an unusual acquired taste! Members were
able to help themselves to canapés beautifully prepared by Kath Griffiths and
Libby Morris. A vote of thanks was given by Glenys Brind. The competition
was a favourite glass, which was won by joint first Susan Barclay and
Margaret Hulson, second Libby Morris and Julie Sheffield and in third place
Margaret Nicholas.
Jo Goodall

WHITTINGTON GARDENS COMPETITION 2017
The competition is open to any garden within the Whittington Parish
boundary and prizes will be presented to the winners at the Village Fete at
Whittington Castle on Monday 28th August 2017.
CLASSES AND PRIZES
Class 1
Best large garden
Dovaston Perpetual Salver
Class 2
Best small garden
Flower Guild Rose Bowl
Class 3
Best senior citizens’ garden Castle Cup
Class 4
Best in flower clematis
Community Centre Cup
Class 5
Best vegetable garden
Mayor’s Cup
Class 6
Best hanging basket
Morhys of Rosehill Cup
Special Class Most fragrant rose in all the gardens visited - Pam Kup Cup
NB: To avoid confusion with judging please enter only one garden in
either section 1, 2 or 3. Entrants’ gardens will be judged towards the end of
July 2017. Entrants will be notified of the exact date in advance.
CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES: THURSDAY 20th JULY 2017

CAR BOOT SALES

FRIDAY 9th JUNE
FRIDAY 23rd JUNE
GATES OPEN

9:00am

SALES FROM 9:30am – 1:00pm

The judge’s decision will be final, but join in the competition and enjoy it!
No entries accepted after the closing date.
For further information please contact the organiser,
Libby Morris on 01691-659566
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Entry Form for Whittington Gardens Competition 2017
Please complete, detach and return to:-

PITCH FEE
£6:00
Entrance is FREE – Refreshments available from the Club House
All proceeds towards the upkeep of the Club
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
100 years ago on 4th June 1917 King George V established the Order of the
British Empire. It is an order of chivalry awarded to people making a
significant achievement for (or contribution to) the United Kingdom. There
are five classes: Knight/Dame Grand Cross (GBE), Knight/Dame
Commander (KBE/DBE), Commander (CBE), Officer (OBE), and Member
(MBE).
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Libby Morris, 7 Rosehill Close, Whittington. SY11 4DY
Entry Fee: £1 per class
Please tick all relevant boxes
1 wish to enter: Class 1

Class 2

Class 3

Class 4

Class 5

Class 6

Special
Class

Name: .................................................................... Tel: ...................................
Address: ........................................................................................................27

Coffee & Company
Come and Enjoy
a
Cup of Coffee or Tea
and a chat
in
Whittington Church - Thursday 22nd June
10:00am – 12:00noon

Friends of Whittington Cemetery
It is five years since the Friends of Whittington Cemetery was formed to
develop, manage the land, and improve the facilities of the cemetery for the
community and parish. The group comprises of villagers, Parish Councillors,
and church building Committee members. As a group of volunteers with
very limited funding, we need all the help we can to maintain this beautiful
area which provides a place of peace and quiet surrounded by the stunning
views of the countryside, which is a perfect place to contemplate life and
remember loved ones. Since our formation five years ago many projects
have been achieved 1) Clearance of overgrown shrubbery, removal of saplings in and around
gravestones, and over hanging branches.

All are very welcome
Entrance is free
Voluntary Donations to the Church
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Sunday 25 June, Whittington Church

Messy Church
Stories Jesus Told

The Prodigal Son
 We begin with crafts and activities at 4:00pm
 At 4:30pm we gather for a short act of worship
with songs and a story.
 We end with sandwiches, cakes and drinks.
Contact: wwfchurch@gmail.com, for information or see
FaceBook: Whittington and West Felton church

All ages welcome
No wise man ever wished to be younger - Jonathan Swift
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2) Following the purchase of a piece of adjoining land (by the Parish Council
and donated to the Church), which extended the existing Cemetery to ensure
that burials and cremated remains are situated in one area for years to come,
existing iron railings were removed to open this land into one open area.
3) Purchased top soil to infill existing hollow and levelled to ground
contours.
4) 80 metres of new paths were laid in the new extension, for access to the
new burials and cremated remains area. Further new paths will be laid as
required and when funds become available.
5) Reinstating existing iron railings along the field boundary fence.
6) Clearing overgrown area, concrete plinth to accommodate a seat of
remembrance.
Following a recent Meeting the Committee would like to thank all the people
who have volunteered their time and effort so that these projects could be
achieved, along with those who have provided excellent refreshments during
our Working Party days. The next project will be painting the perimeter iron
railings which, as you can imagine, will be a major job. We would like to
appeal for any volunteers who would like to help us, or perhaps make a
donation, or provide, any hammerite black paint, which would be very much
appreciated; for further information please contact either Sally Leppenan
(01691 -658163 ) or Mike Brunt ( 01691- 661874).
11

Whittington Together

CHILDREN’S PAGE

The planning for this year’s Vintage Village Fete is
going well with a large number of the local organisations
involved in developing exciting ideas for their stalls.
We have a good selection of private stalls and charities signed up to attend
selling a variety of products. Like last year we will have a bouncy castle,
slide, trampolines and small fairground rides for children. Learning a lesson
from last year we have increased the number of food outlets and the number
of car parks.
We will have exciting news next month on the arena activities which we
hope will get all of the crowed involved. You will find details of how you
can become involved on pages 28 and 29 of this issue. The event is free to all
to attend thanks to the kind generosity of stall holders and our Sponsors.
This year’s event will take place on August Bank Holiday Monday, 28th
August, in the grounds of Whittington Castle starting at 12:00 noon with the
crowning of the Fete Queen by Charles Lillis, High Sheriff of Shropshire.
If you would like to sponsor an activity such as prizes for adult and
children’s games or some of our fete essentials such as First Aid or toilet
facilities please contact me; details are below. If not a sponsorship a donation
of a bottle would be a great help in allowing us to provide a bottle stall
which proved very popular at last year’s event.
We are all praying that this year’s event will exceed last year’s and we look
forward to welcoming our visitors to the fantastic setting of Whittington
Castle.
Ian Johnson - 0791 702 5003
Chairman Whittington Together.
Email whittingtontogether@btinternet.com
Follow on Facebook www.facebook.com/Whittingtontogether/
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The wicked - A little boy had been very naughty and as a punishment his
mother told him he would go without his favourite vegetable. He sat down
for a meal, his mother served, carrots, corn, - - and? “It's no use waiting,”
said his mother, “I told you, no peas for the wicked.”
12
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ANSWERS TO MAY’S QUIZ
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
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A Herd of Elephants
A Parliament of Owls
A Drove of Pigs
A Prickle of Porcupines
A Colony of Rats
A Litter of Pups
A Troop of Monkeys
A Flight of Swallows
A Pack of Hounds
A Clan of Hyenas
An Array of Hedgehogs
A Bloat of Hippopotami
An Ambush of Tigers
A School of Cod
A Battery of Barracudas
A Rhumba of Rattlesnakes
A Clew of Worms
A Blessing of Unicorns
A Horde of Hamsters
A Bed of Clams
A Family of Sardines
A Stand of Flamingos
A Squabble of Seagulls
A Brood of Hens
A Wake of Buzzards
An Intrusion of Cockroaches
A Mess of Iguanas
A Pack of Perch
A Mob of Wombats
A Fall of Lambs
A Leash of Greyhounds
A Descent of Woodpeckers
A Bazaar of Guillemots
A Pomp of Pekingese
An Army of Caterpillars
A Swarm of Eels

Wild Flowers
The last issue of the Ripple
included a note about the Journal
of Wild Flowers in Whittington
compiled by the Reverend
William Walsham How.
On
Thursday, 11th May 100 copies
of the booklet came off the press
at Paperwrite printers in
Oswestry. The front cover is a
picture of native cornmeadow
flowers in a Whittington garden,
and the back cover shows a
photograph of the old Rectory
taken by the late Jim Rainbow
from a postcard.
Several people in the village
have given a great deal of help in
the publication of this booklet,
including Ruth Haile, Sue
Tuerena, Ruth Dawes, Marjorie
Mellor and her family, and
Laurie Jones of Paperwrite.
The publication has been most
generously
sponsored
by
individuals and organisations, all
of them named on the back
cover. The proceeds from sales
of the booklet are being divided
between Save the Children and
St John the Baptist Church.
Copies are available at £3 at
various places in the village, or
phone 650711.
Barbara Molesworth

Bakers trade bread recipes on a knead-to-know basis - Anon

WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers
The June lunch at the White Lion will be on Tuesday 20th.I apologise for
repeating but Val Hayward is responsible for looking after bookings; so if
you are not a regular attendee and wish to come along, please let Val know
on 01691 662434. Also if you are a regular at the lunches please let Val
know if you are unable to make it. The cost of the two course roast lunch is
£7.50 each and includes tea or coffee.
The Annual General Meeting took place immediately after the April lunch. It
was decided to leave subscriptions at £6 for the year – that is 50p per month
– why not join us if you are over 50 years old – or even retired. The
committee were re-elected en bloc, with the addition of Mary Tomkins –
welcome Mary.
The monthly Whist Drives are well supported by people from far and wide.
It is a shame there are not many Whist players in Whittington. Everyone is
welcome and for £1.50 tea or coffee is included at half time. A great deal of
work goes into these evenings, putting up the tables and chairs, providing
raffle prizes and the tea, coffee and biscuits. There is a small gathering on
Monday afternoons at 2:00pm; come along and give it a try. Rita, Jan and
company will give you a warm welcome and if you are new to the game they
will show you the ropes.
The Thursday morning coffee gatherings are enjoyed by the valiant few, who
enjoy getting together, and having a chat over coffee and biscuits. Everyone
is welcome so please join us when you can. If you have any spare garden
produce please bring it along as it will be very welcome.
LINE DANCING: During May the classes were held on Wednesdays
instead of Thursday afternoons due to Steve having a few welcome days
away and of course the Local Elections. This will happen again the first
week of June due to the General Election taking place. The lessons start at
1:30pm until approximately 3:15pm. The cost is £4 per session and a small
raffle is held, the receipts from which go towards Club funds, which is a
registered Charity. Please come along and give it a go; all ages welcome.
We have some dates for your diary for the forthcoming months; please make
a note of them.
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Dates for the Diary:
Tuesday 6th June 10:00am first pick-up for a trip to Bridgemere (free
coach for members and £5 for non-members). We will
return about 2:00pm. Once again contact Val or Gill
Tuesday 4th July 9:30am first pick-up for a trip to The National
Arboretum - cost £10 for members and £15 for nonmembers. Please contact Val on 662434.
These trips are open to everyone, but the cost is slightly more if not a
member of the club; it is well worth joining for £6 per annum as the cost is
soon recuperated if you join us on the trips.
Wednesday 19th July A visit by members of The Vulnerable People
Association regarding safety in the home 9:00am – 2:00pm
We are considering a visit to Rhyl/Colwyn Bay or a Tour of the North Wales
Coast at the beginning of September.
Please let us know if you are
interested.
Gill Roberts (01691 662236)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Whittington and West Felton
Church Family Barbecue
1:00pm Sunday 2nd July at Whittington Rectory
Please sign up in Church or phone
Sarah and Richard if you’d like to
come so that we have an idea of
how many to cater for (01691
238658). We will be inviting
donations on the day, to help us cover costs.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Motoring holiday - Lost Husband: Where are we now?
Wife: Halfway between Paris and Marseilles, dear.
Husband: Don’t bother me with details. What country are we in?
14

QUIZ – WHAT DO YOU CALL A COLLECTION OF?
1. Academics – A Faculty
2. Police
3. Sailors
4. Cooks
5. Shoemakes
6. Singers
7. Writers
8. Labourers
9. Jugglers
Oswestry Country Market
10. Undertakers
Diamond
Jubilee Celebration
11. Strikers
12. Desert Travellers
For sixty years Oswestry’s Country
13. Preachers
Market, previously WI Markets, has been
14. Nuns
selling home-made cakes and biscuits, jam
15. Butchers
and chutney, local honey, fresh eggs,
16. Majors
home-grown plants, fruit and vegetables,
17. Boy Scouts
also crafts, hand-sewn and knitted items,
18. Bureaucrats
and recently, photographs and greetings
19. Butlers
cards.
20. Harpists
21. Widows
The anniversary will be celebrated in
22. Tailors
Oswestry Memorial Hall starting on
23. Messengers
Wednesday 7th June with the cutting of the
24. Arsonists
anniversary cake at 11:00am.
25. Bakers
26. Gamblers
All are welcome to join us for a free cup of
27. Employees
tea or coffee and a slice of cake. There
28. Governesses
will be photos and other memorabilia on
29. Beaters
display throughout June.
30. Barbers
31. Seamstresses
If you haven’t experienced Oswestry
32. Bishops
Country Market before it is well worth a
33. Experts
visit. We are open every Wednesday
34. Witches
morning from 8:30am until 1:00pm.
35. Tourists
36. Lawyers
Hint: NO ANSWER IS REPEATED
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH

CHARITY WHIST DRIVE

SUSSEX STRAWBERRY CREAMS

IN AID OF THE DERWEN COLLEGE

So named for St Richard of Chichester, whose sainthood is remembered on
16th June; he was apparently a vegetarian. (Learn more about St Richard on
the Children’s Page)

WEDNESDAY 21st JUNE

500 ml (18 fl oz) double cream
150 ml (5 fl oz) milk
4 cardamom pods, crushed
1 tsp vanilla essence
1 tbsp orange-flower water
225 g (8 oz) strawberries
100 g (4 oz) castor sugar
1 tsp cornflour
3 egg yolks
Oven 275°F/140°C’Gas 1
Heat the cream and milk in a pan with the cardamom pods, bringing just to
the boil, then remove from the heat and leave to cool for 30 minutes.
Stir in the vanilla essence and orange-flower water.
Hull and wash the strawberries, and chop small.
In a large bowl, mix together the sugar and cornflour, and beat in the egg
yolks.
Strain in the cream mixture (leave behind and discard the cardamom), and
whisk well.
Leave to settle for about 15 minutes.
Divide the strawberries between 6 ramekins, and gently pour the cream
mixture over, dividing evenly.
Arrange the dishes in a baking tin and pour cold water into it, to come about
halfway up the ramekins to make a bain-marie.
Bake for about 1 hour, or until the cream has set; you want a little quiver in
the middle when you move the dish.
Leave to cool, then chill for a good 5 hours or overnight.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Share - There are only two things a child will share willingly communicable diseases and his mother's age.
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7:30pm
in

THE SENIOR CITIZENS’ HALL,
WHITTINGTON
ENTRANCE £2
(To include light refreshments)

RAFFLE
The College, founded by Dame Agnes Hunt, is
celebrating its 90th BIRTHDAY in 2017
and has a fundraising target of £50,000 to replace the
heating system for the swimming pool
“LET’S DO IT FOR AGNES”

15

DESERT ISLAND DISCS – 6
I think I may be in love with Kirsty Young. She has
such a penetrating intelligence and a lovely sense of
humour. Roy Plomley was always deferential and polite, and his castaways
offered facts and occasionally opinions, but little of themselves. Kirsty is
like a superb therapist, easing people into giving away more of themselves
than they probably intended. I download all the podcasts and listen while I
am walking the dogs.
Strangely, I have no musical memories associated with my childhood,
possibly because I was born in Wrexham, which regularly tops polls as the
worst place in Britain to live. My father was a good businessman, whose
blue lorries, with the slogan Crofruit, regularly delivered fresh fruit and
vegetables to Oswestry and nearly everywhere else in North Wales. My
mother was a gifted and capable person whose whole life was scarred by the
fact that both her parents died of TB before she was ten. She ran our home
and her four children with great efficiency and with as much love as her sad
childhood allowed her. All four of us were sent away to boarding school,
my older sister to Howells in Denbigh which she loved, and my younger
sister to Moreton Hall, which she hated. I was sent at the age of eight to a
prep school in Shrewsbury, and from there, like my older brother, to Repton,
in Derbyshire.
Repton prides itself on being one of the better public schools, but when I was
there it was deeply uncivilised, and functioned on a peculiarly nasty
combination of hierarchy and humiliation. Over these past seven months of
cancer treatment I have been going to a superb therapist, and she has
managed to help me recognise the serious damage the school did, which I
have never before been able to own. I remember only one moment of great
happiness at school, listening for the first time to Paganini’s Third Violin
Concerto.
Two years of National Service, mostly as a Second Lieutenant at Park Hall,
was followed by five blissful years in Cambridge. I experienced a strong
evangelical conversion just before going to Selwyn College to read theology,
so I knew early on that I wanted to be ordained. The Master of my college
was a wonderful man, and at his memorial service recently, the College
Choir sang parts of the Faure Requiem. It was the first time I had heard it
16

His only living relation was his uncle Eustace, who felt a duty to keep an eye
on his innocent nephew. The two were less chalk and cheese, more Chateau
d’Yquem and draught bitter. Uncle Eustace, with resigned determination,
sent his young nephew a series of monthly letters, advising him on all
aspects of parish ministry.
Darren later denied that it was these letters that eventually drove him to
minister to natives in the remote forests of Brazil, far from any postman…
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
A FUND RAISING EVENT FOR WHITTINGTON CHURCH
THE RENEWAL OF CHURCH GUTTERS AND DOWN PIPES

Chamber Choir
Conductor: Gerry Howe
Piano: Christopher Symons

A SUMMER EVENING BY THE WATER

Saturday 15th July 2017
7:30pm
At the Parish Church of St John the Baptist,
Whittington
Tickets £10 (including a soft drink) Under 16s free
Available from Gill Roberts, Lindsay Rutherford, Whittington
Castle, the Primary School, local shops and Rowanthorn in
Oswestry 01691 238227
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On a very English sort of family… Throckmarsh Hall revisited
Readers of the St. James the Least letters have asked
to know a little about the family history of the
characters involved; it is a little unusual…
Many decades ago, Admiral Horatio and his wife
the Honourable Mrs Chalfont-Morgan lived at
Throckmarsh Hall, Gloucestershire. There they had
two children, Eustace and Penelope.
Eustace followed a traditional path: public school, then Oxford. He was
something of a disappointment to his father as careers in the armed forces,
law or finance were clearly not appropriate to his temperament. Having sung
in the school chapel choir and later been an occasional church attender,
ordination into the Church of England seemed the only choice.
Eustace served his Curacy in one of the more fashionable churches in central
London, before becoming Chaplain to the Bishop of one of our ancient
dioceses in southern England. His machiavellian talents made the life of the
Bishop so much easier that by way of reward, Eustace was comfortably
settled into one of the pleasanter parishes in the Cotswolds, where he
remained for the next 40 years. His eventual sudden death, the result of an
apoplectic seizure, would happen when he read in “The Times” one morning
over breakfast that one of his former Curates had been appointed a Bishop.
But that is fortunately still some years off.
Penelope’s life was rather different. She was recalled from finishing school
in Switzerland to become companion to her mother, on the death of her
father while at sea. One day, while running errands in the local market town,
she met Jack Crump, a second-hand car salesman from Liverpool. She
eloped and they married. Within months, it was discovered that he was
already married - to two other ladies. Unfortunately by this time, Penelope
was pregnant and later gave birth to her only child, Darren.
One day many years later, Darren was cycling to his work at the local
undertakers when he suddenly knew he was being called to Ordination. After
studying by correspondence course, he was Ordained and served his Curacy
in an inner-city parish in the North West of England.
20

since I listened to it in the hours while I was sitting with Freda after she had
died. Now, nearly six years later, I can hear it as a good reminder of 48
years of her strong and accepting love.
After ordination in St Paul’s Cathedral in 1962, I worked as a Curate of
Christ Church in Cockfosters, and as a tutor in New Testament and Greek at
Oak Hill Theological College. Two jobs being a bit much, I then took on
three, which was easier because no-one knew where I was. Four years later,
my real education started when I was appointed Senior Staff member at St
Martins-in-the-Bull Ring, Birmingham. The opportunities were endless. I
went to a superb performance of Mahler’s Resurrection Symphony with
Simon Rattle and the CBSO. So too were the demands. Race, Sex, Poverty,
Alcohol abuse, Mental Illness, all this and much more was our daily fare in a
big city centre Church. After six years, I reached the point where every time
I met someone new, I assumed they were mad until they proved otherwise.
It was time to go, to rural Derbyshire, Breadsall, where our three children
grew up, together with fifty sheep, four goats, over a hundred hens, a dog, a
cat, an acre of garden, one church and a lovely parish.
I’d started broadcasting for the BBC while I was in Birmingham. They tried
me out on six million World Service listeners and thought I might be all right
to talk to British people too, so for twenty five years I made documentaries
and contributed to Thought for the Day. Whenever I said anything about
animals, I got letters full of praise, and if I said anything in favour of gay
people, I got hundreds of letters of abuse. I intended my last broadcast to be
in support of gay animals, but the BBC banned me for being too outspoken
(a bit late) before I could do it. Vincent, sung by Don Maclean, the Psalms
of David sung by Kings College Choir, and a Recording of the Goon
Show, all go with me because I used them in broadcasts.
I was prised out of Breadsall after eleven years to become Principal of
Salisbury and Wells Theological College. Salisbury was a great place to
live, and I must have the Saint Saens Organ Symphony which was
performed at the Symphony for the Spire, and a recording of Evensong sung
by the Cathedral choir, which is the one I would save from the waves. By
this time I was passionate, as a matter of justice and Christian humanity,
about gay rights and about the ordination of women. I wrote articles for the
national press, broadcast, and made speeches in General Synod. It may all
have helped to ensure the ordination of women, but it did also make certain
17

that I never got another job in the Church of England.
Two years in the Church in Wales, and twenty years in this great community
of Whittington, bring me up to now, before I am forcibly removed to the
Desert Island where I will sooner or later go mad, even with a copy of
Sources of the Self by Charles Taylor and a very large packet of sweet
pea seeds.
Philip Crowe
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
June at Whittington Castle
4th June

10:00am-4:00pm Whittington
Medieval Guild – Living History Day
FREE Entrance – just £1 to park
11th June Car Boot Sale - £5 per car. Sorry NO
Trade Stands and no cars before 8:30am
18th June
10:00am – 4:00pm The House of the Blackstar – 1940s
day at the Castle. FREE entrance – just £1 to park
th
th
24 /25 June 10:00am-4:00pm Knights in Battle – Living History
Weekend. £2 per Adult, £1 per child entrance fee
Sue Ellis, Castle Manager – Telephone 01691 662500
E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk
Website: ww.whittingtoncastle.co.uk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
NEED A VENUE WITH THE BEST ACOUSTICS IN SHROPSHIRE?
St John the Baptist Church,
Whittington has no pillars
to block your view and the
church is well known for
holding concerts with great
acoustics. It also has a new
and advanced audio and
screen facility.
This makes the church ideal for small as well as large gatherings for whatever purpose at whatever time. For further details please contact: Lindsay
Rutherford- wlr2447@gmail.com
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Celebrating our 999 service
Europe’s first telephone exchange opened in London on 21st August 1879
but the 999 Emergency Service was not introduced until 80 years ago on 30th
June 1937, in the London area only. It was the world’s first automatic
telephone service to call the emergency services. A notice in the Evening
News suggested that the public should use it only if “the man in the flat next
to yours is murdering his wife, or you have seen a heavily masked cat
burglar peering round the stack pipe of the local bank building”. For less
urgent matters, such as a lorry coming to rest in their garden, people were
advised to “just call the local police”.
The first call resulted in the arrest of a would-be burglar, but not all were so
serious. Of 1,336 calls made in the first week, 91 were prank calls. One of
the more unexpected results of the 999 service was its effect on telephone
switch-rooms, where a “raucous buzzer” sounded when someone dialled
999; it was reported that “a few of the girls found the situation too much and
had to be carried out”. The idea for an emergency number came after
operators couldn’t be reached to alert the fire brigade to a fire that killed five
women in London’s Wimpole Street in 1935 when ringing 0 and asking the
operator for a connection to the police, fire or ambulance services. The
number 999 was chosen because it was easy to dial, even in the dark, on oldstyle phones. The US introduced its own emergency number, 911, in 1968.
Whitehall 1-2-1-2 was the original emergency number for the Metropolitan
Police, the Information Room was set up at their Headquarters at Victoria
Embankment in 1934 to receive calls from the public and to transmit
messages via radio waves to police vehicles. The police had been using
wireless communications since 1922 and prior to that, telegrams. In 1910 Dr
Crippen was caught after telegrams between London, Canada and a ship in
the Atlantic.
999 was a big success, but it wasn’t until after World War Two that it
reached most other parts of the UK. It became available to the entire country
only when all the telephone exchanges were automated in 1976.
In order to find the new emergency number in the dark or thick smoke it was
suggested an end number was used so it could be found easily by touch.
Various three digit options were rejected from 000 (where the first 0 would
have dialled the operator), until 999 was eventually selected.
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