WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

PARISH SERVICES
TIMES OF SERVICES
SUNDAY:

WOMENS INSTITUTE:

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre
Secretary: Mrs Joyce Howard

Tel:656389

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:

Joint - Chairman: Paul Jones
Andy Cawthray
Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis
Details from Brian Rothera

6pm- 7.15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre.
Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere
Tel:624390
BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen)
The Manse, St Martins Road, Gobowen
Tel:658016
e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com
WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:

Tel:670127

WEEKDAYS:

Holy Communion- Thursday 9:30am
Choir Practice - Friday 5:30pm

RECTOR:

Reverend Sarah Burton
Tel:238658
e.mail: whittington.church@yahoo.com

CHURCHWARDENS:

Mr I Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk
Mrs G Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com

Tel:681036

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington
Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington

Tel:656389
Tel:659562

ORGANIST: Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall

Tel:662116

Tel:662236

MAGAZINE:
Editor:
Miss A Ward, 4 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington Tel:672838
eaw4@btinternet.com

SENIOR CITIZENS:

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning
All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall
Secretary: Mrs Gillian Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington

6.30pm Holy Communion
According to the Book of Common Prayer

Tel:657778

BROWNIES, GUIDES:

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions
Leaders: Dawn and Mandy
Meet in the Community Centre 9am – 3pm

First Sunday in the Month

Tel:679542
Tel:657178
Tel:662500

BELL RINGING:

8.00am Holy Communion
10.30am Parish Communion
(All Age Eucharist as announced)
6.30pm Evensong (3rd Sunday of each month)

Tel:662236

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE:

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White
Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm. This will now be the
only stop in the village.

Distribution:

Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road

Tel:659385

WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL

Headteacher:

Mr Sean Sibley
e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk

Tel:662269

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL:

CHURCH WEB-SITE ADDRESS:
www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk
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Secretary:Diane Hughes, Kynance, Croeswylan Lane.
e.mail: diane1hughes@hotmail.co.uk

Tel: 07964559302
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“THE RIPPLE”
(Whittington Parish Church Magazine)
Vol 27 No 11

WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS
CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY:

Mr Andy Cawthray, e.mail: andy_ian@hotmail.com
Following the MAP

Tel:657178

March 2015

In the summer Richard and I have booked a break in
the Outer Hebrides. To help us plan for our holiday,
we sent away for some maps. When they arrived there
was very little on them apart from water and contours.
With so few roads and paths, I’m not sure we needed
such detailed maps but it’s still great to pore over
them and learn about the area we’re going to explore.

CRICKET SECRETARY/BOOKING SECRETARY:

Mr Brian Whitley, email: brianwhitley2005@yahoo.co.uk
THE BOWLING SECRETARY:

Mrs Jacqui Whitley
e.mail: jacquiwhitley@yahoo.com
COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY:

Mrs Kath Griffiths
As the world changes around us, it has become increasingly common for
churches to adopt a MAP to help them to plan for the future. This kind of
MAP is actually a Mission Action Plan - perhaps not as appealing as an
Ordnance Survey map, but a useful way of setting priorities. The biggest
challenge for the church (as with most organisations) is to do the things we’d
like to do, with the resources that are available to us. The MAP process helps
us to focus our energies so that we don’t try to take on too much, but we do
try to do something.
The priorities that Whittington Church PCC (Parochial Church Council) set
as its MAP for 2014 were:
1. Establish a regular Messy Church to reach out to families who find it
difficult to attend traditional worship.
2. Three Year Stewardship Plan.
3. Open the Church during the day so that visitors and people from the
village can have regular access.
4. Review our baptism arrangements to provide better preparation and
better use of resources.
This focused effort by church members and supporters has made a real
difference. Through Messy Church we now have a new congregation of 6070 people of all ages meeting monthly at 4pm on the 2nd Sunday of the
month.
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Tel:830901
Tel:662116

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON
AND WEST FELTON

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG
e.mail: info@stevecharmley.co.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk Tel:650488
WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Mrs A. S. Cowley, “Pear Tree” Cottage, Treflach Oswestry
(Clerk to the Council) – Held the fourth Tuesday in the month
ascowley.whitpc@sky.com
www.2shrop.net/live/dynamic/SiteMap.asp?id=3391

Tel:659496

SHROPSHIRE YOUTH SERVICE

Rural Mobile visits the village on Tuesday 6-15pm – 8pm.
Bus parks opposite the “Premier” Shop, Whittington.
Open to the young people between the ages of 13 – 20 yrs.
Contact: Wendy Stockton, Shropshire Council Youth Worker.

Tel:654175

BAPTISM SECRETARY

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk

Tel:681036

WEDDING SECRETARY

Mrs Ann Jones, Springfield, Station Road, Whittington

Tel:662356
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the occasional cricket match. The Tudor-style Royal Selangor Club rests on
one corner of the square looking onto a large video screen displaying
religious messages and advertisements. The Club served as a social centre
for Kuala Lumpur's British residents and its doors are now open to anyone
who can afford the membership fees. In keeping with die-hard customs
women are still not allowed entry to the bar, except by invitation. Other
buildings of interest around the square include St. Mary's Church, purported
to be the first church built in Kuala Lumpur; the Abdul Sambad building,
built in 1893 and named for one of the sultans; the High Court building; and
the old Town Hall - the square is nice to visit at night.
Apart from the many malls of shops there is also the crowded and colourful
Chinatown area. The central section of Petaling Street is closed at night to
traffic and the street is transformed into an exciting, brightly lit experience.
Vendors spread their wares onto the pavement and one can stroll along
endlessly taking it all in. Merchandise ranges from jewellery to toys and tshirts - with lots of fake brands on sale - and bargaining for the best prices is
accepted practice and part of the fun. Although open during the day
Chinatown is a more special experience at night with the bright lights
promising good photographs. However no matter what time of day you visit
be sure to stay vigilant as pick-pockets are a problem in the area and the
crowds, noise and multitude of distractions make it easy for them to operate.

The generous giving encouraged through the Stewardship Plan has meant
that we began 2015 with our finances in a much more secure position. We
were able to pay our way for the first time in four years and have now begun
paying off our arrears with the Diocese.
The Church has been open for visitors since March and it has been great to
welcome a steady stream of visitors from the village and further afield.
We have also improved our baptism preparation.
All of this progress has been very encouraging and I would like to thank all
the different people who have contributed in so many different ways.
The PCC is now looking at MAP priorities for 2015-2016. One new
challenge will be to plan for the ending of the House-for-Duty post in West
Felton. The ministry of Canon Tony Sparham has been much appreciated in
West Felton, Haughton and Whittington but sadly we will have to say
goodbye to Tony at the end of July. We are already looking at ways in which
the three churches can work more closely together once under the care of just
one Rector. If you have any thoughts about priorities for our village Church,
please share them with me or another member of the PCC. We cannot
promise to do everything that you, or we, might like but we are certainly
interested in ensuring that we serve our community as well as we can and
we’re always open to new ideas.

Love from

Sarah
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Flowers were not allowed in church during Lent

3

Mosque in Kuala Lumpur the Friday Mosque is probably the best option.

DIARY
1

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
ST DAVID’S DAY

British architect AB Hubbock was
inspired by North Indian Islamic
design when he conceived this
magnificent railway station, which
could easily be mistaken for a
sultan's palace. Spires, minarets,
towers and arches explode against
the backdrop of skyscrapers
emphasising the glory of Moorish
elegance. The building is lovely and
has been very well-maintained; it is
a refreshing sight in a city which actually has very little colonial architecture
and few historic old buildings but inside it is unremarkable and looks like
other stations. Railway fanatics may wish to view its small railway museum;
the station is ultimately more of a landmark
than an attraction.

8:00am
10:30am
6:30pm

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Holy Communion according to the Book of
Common Prayer

9:30am

Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

6:45pm

Meditative prayer in the Lady Chapel

7:00pm

Compline in the Choir Stalls

7:30pm

Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens Hall with light
refreshments - £1

9:30am

Holy Communion

10:00am

Coffee followed by Lent Study Group meeting;
further details elsewhere in this edition of “The
Ripple”
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2:00pm

Women’s World Day of Prayer Service at Albert
Road Evangelical Church

The Petronas Towers are celebrated as some of
the tallest towers in the world. The building
stands at a height of 1,483feet (452m) and the
two towers are joined by a sky-bridge
extending 192feet (58m) across. Traditional
geometric principles of Islamic architecture
have been followed using modern technology,
with an inspiring result. The Petronas towers
are used as office complexes and dominate the
city skyline; they are particularly beautiful at night when they are lit up like a
beacon. Many people will recognise the building from the popular film
Entrapment and other movies. You can tour the building for free but there
are limited tickets per day so it is a good idea to get there early or book in
advance. On the tour you will cross the famous bridge and go up to a
viewing platform on the 82nd floor.

7

8:00am

The March Prayer Breakfast to support Ben Mayho,
The Schools Christian Project Worker, will be held
at St Oswald’s Parish Centre; if you would like to
attend please telephone Lynn Carroll-01691 659385
by Wednesday 4th March

In Merdeka Square (Dataran Merdeka) the 328-foot (100m) flagpole, one of
the tallest in the world, marks the place where Malaysia achieved
independence at midnight on the 30th August 1957. The square is the heart of
Malaysian nationalism and the city's colonial past is still very much alive in
33
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TRAVELLER’S TALES

8

KUALA LUMPUR
Malaysia's capital, Kuala Lumpur is a major trading and business hub in
Southeast Asia and has developed an aura of affluent glamour and technical
savvy which draws visitors to its glittering skyscrapers and culturally diverse
streets. Perhaps the most popular tourist pastime in Kuala Lumpur is
shopping; there are more than sixty-six malls catering to all tastes and
budgets, and a cutting-edge fashion scene which delights those seeking out
new trends. Amazing restaurants and inexpensive luxury hotels round out the
city's appeal, and the cultural diversity ensures plenty of traditional holiday
sightseeing, with tranquil temples, lovely green spaces, and numerous street
markets to explore. Families can also have a great deal of fun in the city,
which is not generally touted as a family destination, but it has an amazing
indoor theme park and pristine nature reserves on its outskirts which children
will enjoy.
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Kuala Lumpur is hot and humid all year round, and rain can be expected at
any time. The city is a year-round destination but it is best to check which
conferences, festivals and cultural events are on before you travel partly
because an event may interest you, and partly because the crowds attracted
by some of the big events make it better to avoid these occasions if you are
not involved.

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
8:00am
10:30am
4:00pm

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Messy Church

9:30am

Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

6:45pm

Meditative prayer in the Lady Chapel

7:00pm

Compline in the Choir Stalls

9:30am

Holy Communion

10:00am

Coffee followed by Lent Study Group meeting;
further details elsewhere in this edition of “The
Ripple”

7:00pm

Whittington Women’s Institute meets in the
Community Centre; Speaker: Hazel Griffiths
Topic: “The Motion of the Ocean”

13
Masjid Jamek, the Friday Mosque, is located where the Gombak River flows
into the Klang River and with its palm trees and curved steps leading to the
water's edge it is a haven of peace and tranquillity set among the buzz and
rush of the city. The mosque is situated on the spot purported to be where the
founders of Kuala Lumpur first set foot.
The design was inspired by Mogul
mosques in northern India; cupolas and
minarets top the brick walls and arched
colonnades. As with all mosques, a visit
calls for conservative dress and the
removal of shoes; the mosque staff at
at the entrance supply women and men
with appropriate attire if they have not
come prepared. If you only visit one
32

15

RED NOSE DAY
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT – MOTHERING SUNDAY
8:00am
10:30am

6:30pm
16

Holy Communion
Family Service – A special service lasting no longer
than 40 minutes, followed by coffee and Simnel
cake. During the service the children will distribute
flowers to their mothers and the ladies of the
congregation
Evensong

LAST DAY for magazine material for the February edition of the
“Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, 4 Rosehill
Avenue, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com
5

17

18

19

20

22

24

9:30am

Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

7:00pm

Parochial Church Council meets in the Senior
Citizens’ Hall

9:30am

Whittington Church of England School Church
Worship service; all are welcome to attend

6:45pm

Meditative prayer in the Lady Chapel

7:00pm

Compline in the Choir Stalls

7:30pm

Whittington Branch of the NSPCC Whist Drive in
the Senior Citizens’ Hall - £2; further details
elsewhere in this edition of “The Ripple”

9:30am

Holy Communion

10:00am

Coffee followed by Lent Study Group meeting;
further details elsewhere in this edition of “The
Ripple”

5:30pm

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT – PASSION SUNDAY
8:00am
10:30am
11:30am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Annual Parish Meeting

9:30am

Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel

12:00noon

2:00-3:00pm
6

Friends of Whittington School ‘Easter Bingo’; fun
for all the family with lots of Easter prizes to be won

Whittington Senior Citizens’ Lunch at the White
Lion - £6
Praise and Play in church

Play area at Fitzgwarine: The play area has been closed due to the
vandalism mentioned in the report featured in last month’s Ripple. The
Contractors will be repairing the equipment - Total Repair Cost: £767.25
Areas Of Concern/Parish Matters: Concerns were raised by one
Councillor about the Zebra Crossing outside the Castle. It was commented
that a light is needed to illuminate the crossing as it is difficult noticing
children waiting to cross in poor light.
Date and time of the next meeting: The next Parish Council meeting is
Tuesday 24th February 2015 commencing at 7.30pm in the Senior Citizens’
Hall.
Paul Thompson-Lawrence
(This article is a brief outline of the main discussion points for the WPC
meeting and does not represent a formal record. For an official copy of the
minutes please contact the Parish Clerk or look on the Parish Website
www.shrop.net/WhitPC)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
All in the month of March
250 years ago on 3rd March 1765 William Stukeley, an English clergyman,
who pioneered the archaeological investigations of the ancient stone circles
at Stonehenge and Avebury, died.
200 years ago on 20th March 1815 Napoleon returned to Paris as Emperor of
France after escaping from exile in Elba; on 18th June that same year he was
defeated at the Battle of Waterloo.
125 years ago on 4th March 1890
the Forth Bridge in Scotland was
officially opened; it was the first
major steel structure in Britain.
100 years ago on 18th March 1915 the Battle of Gallipoli began when the
Allies launched their main attack on Ottoman forts along the strait.
50 years ago on 18th March 1965 the Soviet cosmonaut Aleksei Leonov
became the first person to make a space walk.
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Planning Permission Granted:14/04933/VAR (validated: 05/11/2014) New Dwelling (Plot 1) North Of
Burntwood House, Babbinswood, Proposal: Variation of Condition No. 2
(approved plans) attached to planning permission 13/01717/FUL dated
11/07/2014.

25

26

14/04953/FUL 34 Twmpath Lane, Gobowen, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY10
7AQ Proposal: Erection of two storey extension to side elevation with
balcony at first floor rear elevation.

6:45pm

Meditative prayer in the Lady Chapel

7:00pm

Compline in the Choir Stalls

9:30am

Holy Communion

10:00-12:00noon Coffee Morning in church; further details elsewhere in this edition of “The Ripple”
1:30pm

Donation Requests (Section 137 of LGA Act): The Councillors decided on
the recipients and agreed the amounts to be allocated. These will be
forwarded to the recipients in due course.
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Council Tax Support Grant Conference and SALC-AGM (Postponed
from 2014): The Clerk and one Councillor will attend the meeting at The
Shirehall on Monday 9th February 2015 and report back at the next Council
Meeting.

29

Daisy Lane Access/Egress for Emergency Vehicles: The Council were in
receipt of a communication raising concerns relating to this lane and to
consider requesting extending the parking restriction at the bottom of Daisy
Lane
Whittington Parish Plan Steering Group meeting: The January meeting
received and discussed all the quotes received for printing, collating, postage
and distribution of the questionnaires. The Committee agreed that on the 5th
March there would be a voting day at the school for the youngsters to give
their say on the future of the Parish. The Committee would like to thank the
school for agreeing to hold this event. The next Committee meeting will be
on 17th February at the Community Centre.
Oswestry Area Committee Tuesday 3rd February 2015: There will be a
special area Committee Meeting at 6.30pm in the Guildhall, Oswestry to
discuss Parish Plan facilitation. Three Councillors will be attending.
Footway Lighting: The Lighting Committee is still looking closer into the
details of replacement, removal and refurbishment before they report back to
the Council.
30

Friends of Whittington School ‘Cake Sale’ after
school; donations gratefully received
Whittington Church of England School breaks for
the Easter Holiday
SIXTH SUNDAY OF LENT – PALM SUNDAY
8:00am
10:30am

31

Whittington Church of England Easter Service in
church

Holy Communion
Parish Communion

7:30pm

Whittington Parish Council meets in the Senior
Citizens’ Hall
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Extracts from the Parish Registers
for the month of January 2015
HOLY BAPTISM
“We welcome you into the Lord’s Family”
4th January 2015

Freddie James Shafftain Davis
of Castle Street, Whittington

25th January 2015

Kai James Terence Oliver
of Diamond Ave., Oswestry
Communicants for the month……..223
Attendance for the month…………...250
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The Rector and Trustees of St John the Baptist acknowledge the following
donation:Donation of £64
Anon
Donation of £20 in memory of George Robert Kenneth Allsopp
from Robert and Debbie Allsopp
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
THANK YOU
I would like to thank all my family and friends for the lovely cards, flowers
and goodies which I received after my fall in Oswestry on 3rd January. I’m
pleased to say that I am recovering well and I’ll be glad when I can return to
my regular routines. Reg will be glad too!!

Whittington Parish Council News,
Meeting held on 27th January 2015
There were eight Parish Councillors, the Clerk, and one member of the
public present at the meeting.
Public Participation: The member of the public had attended to raise an
Area of Concern so Item 21 was brought forward. The issue was in relation
to the increasing number of road traffic incidents occurring along Station
Road and at the junction with Coalpit Lane. This was discussed at length and
concluded with the Council agreeing to contact Shropshire Council to
arrange a site meeting with them to discuss the situation of all traffic through
the village.
Community Police Incident report for December 2014: Apologies as no
report has been forwarded for this issue of the magazine

Visits were also much appreciated.
Margaret Hulson
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Evelyn Corfield - Hatton
Thank you everyone so much for the kindness and sympathy shown when Ev
died recently. Thank you for the many cards and attendance at her burial and
Service of Thanksgiving held in Whittington Church, also for the donations
to Morda Chapel where she was organist and to The British Heart
Foundation.
Christine, Malcolm and Oliver
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Regular Giving Envelopes
The end of the financial year is upon us and you
should have noticed that the number of envelopes in
your box is rapidly decreasing. New boxes will soon
be available at the back of church; please be sure to pick yours up. If you do
not already use the envelopes but would like to, please contact me, Sue
Dyke, on 650831. I would particularly urge you to do so if you regularly use
a Gift Aid envelope. Filling in a Gift Aid form and using ordinary envelopes
is easier for you and most cost effective for us.
Sue Dyke
8

Making neighbourhoods safer by cutting day to day crime and anti-social
behaviour is at the heart of keeping people in West Mercia safe. Thanks to
an investment in mobile tablet style computers officers will be able to spend
more time patrolling the streets and our local neighbourhoods.
Officers will continue to come to people when they need them and provide a
high quality service however you contact them - in person (on the street, at
community bases and at partners and communities together [PACT]
meetings), on the phone or online:Get in touch  101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime
oswestryrn.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk  www.westmercia.police.uk
Planning: 14/0910/OUT – Outline application (all matters reserved) for the
erection of 5 dwellings – Valve House, Hindford, Whittington (amendments)
Relate to Minute 70/14 Meeting 1/04/14. The Councillors decided to again
say No to this proposal, and submit the objections they had previously
voiced on this application.
15/00058/TCA – To reduce the height by a third on one Twisted Willow
within Whittington Conservation Area – 2 Donnett Close, Whittington
29

wife Kathleen after his death. The move will probably be welcomed by the
current Rector’s warden; no longer will she have to endure my out-of-tune
loud voice, often singing many wrong words and hymns; the rustle of paper
packets of sweets distracting her worship or the unwanted whispers of
comments in her ear.
A reminder to members of the congregation; first check when you last paid
the rent on your pew, otherwise you may find it still has an old covenant on
it, and you owe a large sum of arrears to the church!
Morhys of Rosehill
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Answers to last month’s Quiz
1. A living person 2. French Poodle; 3. ‘Q’ (Bond films); 4. Necktie knots;
5. Seven answers - a. Watership Down; b. Gullivers Travels; c. The Great
Dictator; d. The Chronicles of Narnia; e. The Pirates of the Caribbean;
f. Chitty Chitty Bang Bang; g. The Mouse that Roared
6. An ‘orange stick’; 7. Sir Anthony Hopkins - In Nixon and Amistad;
8. Procol Harum’s ‘A Whiter Shade Of Pale’; 9. The Windmills of your
Mind; 10. Genghis Khan; 11. 428; 12. Raising the flag on Iwo Jima;
13. Dolphin. from delphy's ‘womb’; 14. Africa (off the coast of Namibia);
15. Coffee; 16. 1883 - By US and Canadian railways; 17. Five: France,
Germany, Austria, Italy and Liechtenstein; 18. Germania
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

PARISH HOLIDAY 2015
There are still spaces for people considering a
Spring break. The trip this year is to the Isle of
Wight departing on Monday 18th May and the
duration is four nights, five days. The cost is £305
per person with two people sharing; this includes
entrance to Osborne House, the favourite summer
home of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert. Please contact me, if you have
been thinking about it over; my telephone number is 01691 662236.
Gill Roberts
Helping: If it's true that we are here to help others,
what are the others doing here?
28

CHILDREN SOCIETY BOXES
The boxes have been emptied and returned
to their owners and the total sum collected
amounted to £714.17, a decrease of less than £5 on last year’s total.
This will now be added to the £645.70 donated through the Christingle
envelopes at Christmas (up £236 on the previous year) making the total
winging its way to the Children’s Society a wonderful £1,359.87. So a very
big thank you to those who gave so generously
The Society helps children of all faiths and none, including children at risk
on the streets, disabled children, young refugees, young carers and those
within the youth justice system. Through its parliamentary work and
research, it seeks to influence policy and perceptions at all levels so young
people have a better chance in life. Would you like to support this work?
Then please contact me for a box.
Mike Phipps 01691 670940
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Plough Sunday
An excellent service took place on the 18th January, when over 100 people
came to bless the plough for the first Plough Service in 15 years. Jamie and
Janet Ward supplied a horse drawn iron plough and it was carried down the
aisle by Oswestry & Whittington Young Farmers led by Chairman Gaz
Ellis.
The service is a traditional English celebration
of the beginning of the agricultural year prior
to the start of the ploughing season. Canon Philip Crowe gave us his usual
impeccable address and we had some classic rousing hymns.
Many from the congregation then adjourned to Oswestry Rugby Club for a
Local Farmers Supper with Jamie Ward’s Pork and Steve Jones, Winston
Farm’s Beef making up some luscious casseroles followed by homemade
apple pies and crumbles with Belton Cheese to finish the feast.
Mike Owen won the Stand up Bingo and the raffle raised £150 for the Air
Ambulance Service.
9

It was a great social gathering which provided a lovely opportunity to meet
both friends and neighbours. Ruth Bowen (nee Kempster) told me she had
read the lesson at the 1959 service with Eddie Savage’s (my late father-inlaw) plough being the centre piece.

A change of seat

Many thanks must go to my wife Ruth and Rachel Wigley for their culinary
expertise and everyone who attended and sponsored the event; £825 going to
Church funds.

At the forthcoming General Election in May the campaign to capture votes
will intensify especially where a sitting candidate is faced with a narrow
margin in his constituency, and a danger of losing their Commons seat.

Our Rector Sarah has booked the Bishop to attend next year so it looks as
though I have started an annual event.
Mark Jones
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
EASTER FLOWERS

Nowadays there is a freedom of choice of a seat in our churches for the
congregation, though the pews of the Churchwardens are reserved by their
two staves of office (rarely used to expel troublesome worshippers these
days). The People’s warden’s stave is indicated by having a crown on the
top, a sign of the reigning monarch; and in olden times this warden was
appointed by the vote of the laity. The stave carried by the Rector’s/Vicar’s
warden has a mitre atop it, the headdress of a bishop and the office holder
was chosen by the clergy. Very few churches use these titles today.

From Mothering Sunday 15th March until
Maundy Thursday 3rd April donations towards
Easter flowers can be placed in the basket on the
table at the back of church, or given to the Rector or
Churchwardens. It has been for many years our
custom to have Madonna Lilies which symbolise
new life.
If you are new to the Parish and would like to become involved in the flower
arranging then please do get in touch with me on 670940.
Barbara Phipps
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
LENT SOUP LUNCHES
The Lent Soup lunches have proved to be so popular
that it has been decided to repeat them again this
year. If you would like to host a lunch please
speak to either of the Churchwardens or Sarah. As
well as a very good lunch the rolling raffle will once again be included.
If you are unable to host but would like to participate in one (or more!)
please sign the lists at the back of church for those you would like a place at.
These lunches are open to everyone and you will be warmly welcomed.
The important thing about your lot in life is whether you
10
use it for building or parking

Through the Lychgate
“Go forth and serve the Lord”

At the time of Rector William Walsham How all the pews were numbered,
including those in the galleries above. Old church plans showed the names of
the person who paid an annual rent for their pew to the church authorities.
Parish records show that on one occasion a pew-holder subcontracted or sold
his pew to another family without Walsham How’s permission. He was
given a warning that he would be ‘evicted’ from his seat if this occurred
again.
Regular worshippers will have noticed changes in the arrangement of the
pews at the back of our church recently, permission granted. With an
increase in the number of persons attending Coffee on Sunday and Thursday
mornings, the Praise and Play afternoons and the successful Messy Church
services, there was an obvious need for more space. Standing with a cup of
tea or coffee and biscuit is not easy, especially for elderly people, and small
tables with chairs in the new space will be a great improvement.
Having kept my pew seat warm for over 20 years I will be losing it on the
back pew row. So in consultation with Rector Sarah, as deputy verger, I have
decided to return to the pew originally the verger’s place on the north side of
the centre aisle. The late Cecil Williams, my predecessor as verger, had this
seat for many years, probably with up to five previous Rectors; and by his
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE QUIZ

CONGRATULATIONS

1. What is the name of the mine in Chile, from which 39 miners were
rescued in October 2010?
2. Identified as a separate species in 2006, which is the only bird species
found only in the UK?
3. Which US TV series is set in the Sacred Heart Hospital?
4. In which field of the arts was the Italian, Agnolo di Cosimo, also known
as Il Bronzino a notable figure?
5. The “M181” spur off the “M180” motorway leads to which Lincolnshire
town, perhaps most famous for its steel production?
6. What type of animal is a Markhor?
7. What term, a portmanteau, describes chemical reactions that involve the
loss or gain of electrons?
8. Which German composer, attempted suicide by throwing himself from a
bridge into the Rhine in 1854 but didn’t die until over two years later in a
mental asylum?
9. Which Scottish Football Club has twice lost in the English FA Cup Final?
10. Roller coasters are believed to have originated in which country?
11.Which element of the periodic table was the first element to be named
after a living person?
12. What is the flavour of the liquor Chambord?
13. Which popular chocolates are named after a play by J M Barrie?
14. Ontology is the study of what?
15. What was the name of the vast ocean which originally surrounded
Earth’s super-continent, Pangaea?
16. Lake Sevan is the largest lake in which country?
17. Who wrote the medieval poem ‘Piers Plowman’?
18. The dicturm ‘less is more’ is attributed to which famous architect?
19. Which planet of the solar system is known as the sister planet of earth?
20. In Italian cuisine what is aglio?
21. What name is given to the rope used to raise and lower a flag?
22. What sport is played by Racing Metro?
23. Which famous house uses the head of Medusa as its logo?
24. ‘Finchetto’ describes the development of what piece in a game of Chess?
25. Which country lies on the western shore of the Caspian Sea?
26. The 2018 Winter Olympics are due to be held in which country?
27. Duffel bags and Duffel coats. In which EU country is the town of Duffel
located?
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The children in our village school have had a very
successful February on the sporting field. Congratulations
to the Year 5 and 6 Athletics Team who came third in the
North West Shropshire Tournament at the beginning of February. Since then
the rugby team has won the North Shropshire championships which means
they qualify (for a second year running!) for the Shropshire games in March;
with thanks to Mr Walker who trains the team. Some of the cross-country
team have been selected to compete in the North Shropshire
trials and two of these children will now compete in the
Shropshire Games too. Finally the Year 2 gymnasts
competed in a competition and the team came third which
was a real success; special congratulations to Isla Perry who
got 2 Golds in her floor and vault routines.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

MUSIC FESTIVAL LAUNCH AT ELLESMERE COLLEGE
This year’s eagerly-anticipated Whittington Chamber Music Festival doesn’t
begin till May 12th, but it will have its Big Launch this month in order to
maximise publicity and get everyone alert to the need to book their tickets
soon.
The Launch Concert is on March 12th at 7:30pm at Ellesmere College and
will feature the Werther Ensemble who in a couple of months’ time will be
staying in the village for the week-long Festival proper. The College is very
excited about hosting this event, and has invited the Ensemble to lead master
classes with some of their students during the day, and then to play some
short student compositions in the context of their Mendelssohn concert in the
evening. (Mendelssohn himself was only 16 when he wrote the piano
quartets the Werthers will perform). Ellesmere College Chamber Choir will
also contribute to the programme.
This exciting Launch event is open to the public and tickets are available
online on the Festival website along with tickets for all the May Festival
concerts, all priced at £12. Otherwise you can get tickets from Lawrence and
Rosie Mortimer on 01691 657986. Full details about the Music Festival are
to be found in leaflets in the Post Office or in church, or on the website
www.whittingtonmusicfestival.org.uk

Lawrence Mortimer
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4:00pm Sunday 8 March, Whittington Church

Mothers and Others
Messy Church for all ages
We begin with crafts and
activities at 4:00pm
At 4:30pm we gather for a short act of worship
with songs and a story.
We end with sandwiches, cakes
and drinks for all to share.
Everyone welcome
WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
You are warmly welcomed to this service at

ALBERT ROAD EVANGELICAL
CHURCH
on Friday 6th March
commencing at 2:00pm
A service prepared by the Christian Women of the Bahamas
“Do You Know What I Have Done To You?”
Just like mum… That dessert was delicious. Did you buy it yourself?
12

being my sponsor. God Bless You.”
“If I look at the mass, I will never act. If I look at the one, I will.” Mother
Teresa.
Barbara Molesworth 01691 650711
Anthea Davie 01691 610612
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

March/April at Whittington Castle
10:00am-1:00pm-ish – Car Boot Sale
£5 per car – sorry NO trade stands and
no cars before 9:00am
28th-29th March 10:00am- 4:00pm Living History
Weekend with Napoleonic Riflemen
£1 per person entrance fee – Drill Displays ; Living HistoryBattle Skirmish each day – Stalls
5th-6th April
10:00am-4:00pm Easter Egg Hunt - £1 per child – complete
the egg quiz trail and then search for your egg
22nd March

From 2nd March the Castle Tearoom/Giftshop/Bookshop will be open
10:00am-4:00pm Wednesday to Sunday
10:00am-4:00pm Good Friday and Bank Holiday Monday
Sue Ellis, Castle Manager - Telephone 01691 662500
E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk
Website www.whittingtoncastle.co.uk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Friday 20th March – Easter Bingo,
5:30pm. Fun for all the family with
lots of Easter prizes to be won.
Friday 27th March – Cake Sale after school, all donations
gratefully received.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Flight fright - As an amateur pilot wannabe, I knew I’d finally made
progress with my flight training the day my instructor turned to me and said,
“You know, you’re not as much fun since you stopped screaming.”
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SPONSORING A CHILD FOR ‘COMPASSION’
More than two years ago, members from St Martins’ church came to
Whittington to give us an insight into ‘COMPASSION’. This is a church
based charity dedicated to finding sponsors for children living in twenty-six
developing countries including Colombia, Ethiopia, Bangladesh and
Rwanda. We were told that a monthly sum of £25 would sponsor one child.
Sponsored children receive medical and nutritional care as well as
educational support and vocational training. Many go on to become doctors,
nurses and teachers, starting a ripple effect that enables the whole family to
break out of the cycle of poverty.
At that time we were struggling with our own
church budget and the general economic
situation and no sponsors were forthcoming.
However eighteen months ago, Anthea Davie,
a friend from West Felton, and I decided that
we could sponsor a child between us, sharing
the responsibility and the finance. So five years
old Cindy Ascar from Kenya arrived as a
photograph into our respective homes with a
letter from her translator telling us that Cindy
has a mother, grandmother and an older brother.
We learned that her best friend’s name is Grace.
She likes playing and going to church, and
hopes to be a nurse when she grows up.
We then faced the challenge of writing back to
tell her about our families and about our lives
in a language that a five years old in a different
culture would understand. In subsequent letters from Cindy, we heard how
excited she had been to visit the dentist with her grandmother and that sweet
food causes decay in teeth. Her favourite foods are rice and beans, so there is
no problem there!
Last autumn we had the tremendous thrill of receiving the first letter actually
written by Cindy herself, now aged seven years, together with a new
photograph. She loves reading and singing and would like a dog as a pet
(name to be Simba) to guard her house. She ends by saying: “Thank you for
24

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL
The Annual Vestry Meeting and the Annual General Meeting of the
Parochial Church Council will be held on Sunday 22nd March in church
commencing at 11:30am. The meeting will as in previous years commence
immediately after the Morning Service, and during the meeting we shall
elect:Two Churchwardens
One Representative to Deanery Synod
Four people to serve on the Parochial Church Council for three years
One person to serve on the Parochial Church Council for three years
We shall in the meeting elect Sidespersons, and if you are already one and
wish to remain in office you will automatically remain one.
If you are not a Sidesperson or reader and would like to be one please speak
to either myself or one of the Churchwardens.
Sarah

WHITTTINGTON N.S.P.C.C.

WEDNESDAY 18th MARCH
7:30pm
In the SENIOR CITIZENS’ HALL
ENTRANCE £2

RAFFLE

REFRESHMENTS included
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH

WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers

STEM GINGER CHEESECAKE
I expect some of you saw the photograph that appeared in both the
Shropshire Star and the Chronicle showing some of us attending one of our
monthly lunches at The White Lion. That day we enjoyed a tasty lunch of
boiled bacon (ham) with mash, cabbage, carrots and parsley sauce, followed
by sticky toffee pudding and custard. It is well worth the £6 that we pay.
We are a friendly group and invite anyone drawing a pension to come along
and join us. As I have said many times it is not necessary to be a member of
the club to attend the lunch. We do find that once people have attended the
lunch they often ask if they can join the club. The meal needs to be booked
the week prior to the lunch and if a lunch is booked it has to be paid for. The
person to contact, whether to book or cancel a meal, is Val Hayward on
01691 662434. The lunch at The White Lion this month is Tuesday 24th
March.
On Tuesday 3rd February Mr Sibley, the school head teacher, delivered our
roast beef lunch which twenty-two members thoroughly enjoyed.
Elizabeth Guyatt, a long-time member or the club and a former hard-working
committee member, celebrated her ninetieth birthday during February. The
club organised an afternoon tea on 17th though her actual birthday was on the
26th; many happy returns of the day Betty – let’s hope we get to celebrate
your hundredth.
Just a reminder that the Thursday coffee mornings will re-commence
on Thursday 2nd April after British Summer Time starts on 29th March.
The Thursday afternoon line dance classes are proving to be a success, with
Steve Mason our teacher introducing new dances and taxing our memories; it
is a good form of exercise. The sessions cost £3.50 and start at 1:30 pm and
finish just after 3:00pm. You do not have to stay for the full session but can
come and go as suits your requirements.
The Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday 28th April at 1:30 pm.
If anyone can think of something we can arrange to entertain members then
please speak to one of the committee.
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Serves 4
150g (5½oz) gingernut biscuits, finely crushed
150g (5½oz) butter, melted
200ml (7fl oz) double cream
400g (14 oz) full-fat cream cheese
4 tbsp ginger syrup (from a jar of stem ginger)
Finely grated zest and juice of ½ a lemon
8 pieces of stem ginger finely chopped
For the stem ginger drizzle
8 tbsp ginger syrup
1 tbsp soft brown sugar
4 pieces of stem ginger, very finely chopped
Place four chef’s rings (9cm/3½ in diameter, 5cm/2 in deep) on a non-stick
baking sheet. Alternatively you may prefer to use a single loose-bottomed
cake tin, without the base.
Mixed the crushed biscuits with the melted butter and press into the bases of
the rings; place in the fridge to chill for approximately 1 hour.
Lightly whip the cream and mix in the cream cheese, ginger syrup, and
lemon zest and juice.
Add the chopped stem ginger and mix in thoroughly.
Spoon onto the biscuit bases and spread evenly over the surface; place in the
fridge to chill for 6-8 hours or until firm.
Meanwhile, make the ginger drizzle by placing the ginger syrup and sugar in
a small saucepan and bringing to the boil. Reduce the heat to low and cook
for 3-4 minutes or until the sugar has dissolved and the syrup slightly
thickened.
Cool, stir in the chopped stem ginger and chill until ready to serve.
Place the cheesecakes on serving plates and carefully remove from the rings;
you may want to run a sharp knife carefully around the inside of the rings to
loosen. Drizzle over the ginger syrup and serve.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Noah had problems too: When Noah sailed the waters blue, he had his
troubles same as you. For forty days he drove the Ark before he found a
place to park.
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Update for March 2015
National Grid’s consultation ended early last month
and strong representations were made to them by
local residents, Parish Councils, local authorities and
campaign groups along the line. Maesbrook residents
felt it necessary to organise their own meeting to fill
the gaps left by National Grid; we shall have to wait
and see whether they take note of all the comments. Glyn Davies, MP for
Montgomeryshire pulled no punches about them in a Parliamentary debate
on 4th February which he secured. He said he was shocked by NG’s
behaviour in Montgomeryshire and north Shropshire and went on to say
“Yes, it has produced glossy leaflets and yes, it has arranged hundreds of
local meetings, but it has never listened to anyone. It never had any intention
of listening. National Grid is programmed not to listen but to cajole, to
persuade and then to enforce its proposals by whatever means possible.”
Glyn was addressing his comments primarily to Amber Rudd, the
Conservative Under-Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change, who
we now understand is the person who will be making the decision on the
wind farm inquiry. We need to make sure that our own MP, Owen Paterson,
is equally strident in his lobbying.
You may have seen the report in the Shropshire Star of a consultation
meeting between staff of National Grid and the British Ironworks Centre to
which the police were called. Passions often seem to run high when
National Grid consult!
We are in touch with the Clocaenog campaign group who are mounting a
Judicial Review against the recent approval by Department for Energy and
Climate change of a windfarm there (near Corwen). They, like us, complain
that the windfarm and its grid connection should have been assessed
together. The outcome, one way or the other, will be crucial to us too.
Don’t forget to buy your tickets before 28th March for our fellow campaign
group MAP’s ‘virtual’ balloon race (£3 a balloon), either via the contact
details below or using the website https://map.rentaballoonrace.com/admin/.
If you want details about the next SNAP meeting, or about anything
connected with the campaign please contact charleswgreen@msn.com or
tinastamps@hotmail.co.uk (or phone 682213 or 682285).
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DIARY FOR THE MONTH
Wednesday 4th
7:30pm Whist Drive with light refreshments - £1
Tuesday 24th
12:00 noon Lunch at the White Lion - £6
WEEKLY
Monday
Thursday

2:00pm Whist session – open to all - £1
1:30-3:15pm Line Dancing - £3.50
Gill Roberts 01691 662236
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Thursday Mornings in Whittington Church
Worship, Sharing, Learning

9.30am Holy Communion,
10.00am Coffee and Bible Study
In March we continue with our Lent Study:
‘Praise Him – Songs of Praise in the New Testament’

5th March Lent Study 3: Humility (Philippians 2:5-11)
12th March Lent Study 4: New Birth (1 Peter 1:3-12)
19th March Lent Study 5: Word Made Flesh (John 1:1-14)
26th March Coffee Morning 10:00am – 12:00 noon
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The story behind … Dear Lord and Father of mankind
Dear Lord and Father of mankind,
forgive our foolish ways!
Reclothe us in our rightful mind;
in purer lives thy service find,
in deeper reverence, praise.
In simple trust like theirs who heard
beside the Syrian sea
the gracious calling of the Lord,
let us, like them, without a word,
rise up and follow thee.
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…Drop thy still dews of quietness,
till all our strivings cease;
take from our souls the strain and stress,
and let our ordered lives confess
the beauty of thy peace.
This is the nation’s second favourite hymn, according to a poll taken by the
BBC Songs of Praise programme in 2013. But it did not originate in the UK,
nor did it begin life as a hymn. It began in the USA, as part of a poem about
a drug-induced religious frenzy.
John Greenleaf Whittier had been born in Haverhill, Massachusetts in 1807;
his family were part of a pious Quaker community and the young John had
grown up in an atmosphere of reverence, of waiting upon God in prayerful
silence. Whittier wanted to be a poet, but his father directed him to
journalism instead, in order to be sure his son could earn a living.
Obediently, Whittier took up his pen and began to write for the papers. He
was soon engaged in the fight against slavery, which he called the ‘national
crime’. He was frequently abused and criticized for his stand, and found his
solace in turning to his first love, poetry.
In 1872 he wrote a 17 verse ‘hymn-poem’ called ‘The Brewing of Soma’. It
was an attempt to depict the futile ways in which mankind tries to engage
with God. The story line is of priests of the Vedic religion (close to
Hinduism) brewing soma, a sacred ritual drink with hallucinogenic
properties. The priests are hoping that Soma will give them an experience of
the divine, but instead they simply get drunk. This failure is then compared
to some Christians’ use of “music, incense, vigils drear, and trance, to bring
the skies more near, or lift men up to heaven!” But all their effort is in vain.
It is mere intoxicated folly.
And so the poem runs for 11 verses. Then, in verse 12, the whole scene
changes, and we are not using props any longer, but simply looking into the
loving face of the God of the Bible. We come to Him in penitence, and are
met with grace and love. We encounter Jesus, and follow Him in obedience.
The result is peace, stillness, and eternal life.
The poem became the hymn in 1884, when Garrett Horder took the poem’s
final five verses and made them the hymn we love today. Here in the UK we
sing it to the tune ‘Repton’, by C Hubert H Parry.
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God replies, “Moses, I shall visit plagues upon the Egyptians. I shall cause
their rivers to run red with blood. I shall cause frogs to infest their houses,
and lice to infest their bodies. I shall cause flies to swarm upon them. Their
cattle shall die; boils will infect both man and beast. I shall cause hail to
destroy their crops; and locusts shall devour anything green that is left in
their land. Darkness will cover their land for three days and nights. I shall
then lead you through the wilderness as a pillar of cloud by day, and pillar of
fire by night. I shall split the waters of the sea. I shall feed you with Manna
that forms upon the ground until the children of Israel reach the Land
flowing with milk and honey.”
Moses replied, “That's GREAT, Lord! What could possibly be the bad
news?”
“You, Moses, shall write the Environmental Impact Statement.”

YOU ARE ALL VERY WELCOME
TO

COME AND ENJOY
A

CUP OF COFFEE OR TEA
&

HAVE A CHAT FOR
AN HOUR OR SO
IN

WHITTINGTON CHURCH
THURSDAY 26th MARCH
10:00am-12:00noon
ENTRANCE IS FREE
I sat up all night thinking about the sun and then it dawned on me
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Don’t interrupt! - Sir Winston Churchill rehearsed his speeches at every
opportunity. A true story about him relates how one morning, when Sir
Winston was in his tub, his valet heard his voice above the splashing.
Opening the door, he asked; “Were you speaking to me, sir?”
“Not at all,” Churchill replied, annoyed at the interruption. “I was addressing
the House of Commons.”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Revision of the Church Electoral Roll
The Annual Revision of the Church Electoral Roll will end on the 7th March
prior to our Annual General Meeting of the Parochial Church Council
which will be held in church on Sunday 22nd March 2014 commencing at
11:30am.
To be eligible for enrolment you must be a Baptised Member of the Church
of England or a Member of a Church which is in Communion with the
Church of England, be sixteen years of age or over and either a Resident in
the Parish of Whittington or, if Non-Resident, an Habitual Worshipper at
Whittington Parish Church or a Former Worshipper now prevented through
infirmity.
If you are eligible and wish to be enrolled, please complete an enrolment
form; this can be obtained from the table at the rear of the Church.
When completed return to – Mrs Margo Olver, 1 College Close, Tetchill,
Ellesmere. SY12 9EY
The Revised Roll, together with the list of names removed, will be on
display in church from 23rd March to 6th April 2014.
Please note that if your name is already on the Church Electoral Roll
NO action needs to be taken.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Climate Change Week is held this month. (2nd- 8th March)
Moses and climate change – When Moses
went up the mountain one day to meet with
God, the Lord said he had both good news and
bad news for him. Moses asked, “What's the
good news?”
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WHITTINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
Our President, Glenys Brind, welcomed members and a guest Thelma
Barclay to the February meeting. It was reported that a meeting would be
held at the home of Ruth Haile to discuss our entry for Oswestry Show on
17th February at 7:30pm; please attend if you can and all ideas will be
welcome.
Members are invited to a meeting on the 19th March at Duddleston Heath’s
Institute meeting to listen to the thoughts of a show judge. Marion Young
will also be hosting a coffee morning on the same day 10:00am – 12:00noon.
On 6th May the Shropshire WI Annual Meeting will be held at Theatre
Severn between 11:00am – 3:00pm; tickets are £9.00 when Mandy Hickson
will be one of the speakers. Mandy, who pilots a Tornado aircraft, is the first
female pilot to operate on the front line.
The Association of Country Women Worldwide’s project for this year is
bore-wells in India. The aim is to dig bore-wells with rigs and the fixing of
electric motors will draw the water up for seven villages. The pledge by
Shropshire Federation of Women’s Institutes is £1,593.00 of which some has
already been raised.
The guest speaker for the evening was Cat Williams who gave us a
fascinating and clear picture of what it is like to be a military wife in the
army; she has moved home eighteen times in sixteen years. Cat has two
children and she has had to learn to cope when her husband has been away
from home for months at a time. She now wants to pass on her tips to other
military wives in the same position. Cat has written a book entitled ‘Stay
Calm and Content No Matter what Life throws at You’; she is a trained
counsellor and believes that it is crucially important to keep yourself moving
and occupied while husbands or partners are away. The vote of thanks was
given by Marian Young.
At the March meeting Hazel Griffiths will tell us about life as a tour guide –
The Motion of the Ocean. As always a warm welcome awaits anyone
wishing to join us on the second Thursday of the month at 7:00pm in the
Community Centre.
Julie Sheffield
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Children’s Page
St. David (Dewi Sant in Welsh) is the patron saint of Wales,
March 1st is his feast day and it is celebrated as a patriotic
and cultural festival by the Welsh in Wales and around the
world. The leek is the national flower of Wales and Welsh
people all over the world proudly wear the stalk, flower or a
bit of leaf from a leek plant on March 1st. The welsh leek
has a flower much like a daffodil (which is quite a bit easier
to find around the world in March), so many use daffodils
instead.
There are many stories about Saint David – here is just one
of them - no one's quite sure if it's true.
Swords clashed as the men of Wales fought for hours to
protect their land from the Saxon invaders. But despite
their efforts, the Welsh were slowly losing. In the heat of
the battle it was difficult to tell friend from foe. The fact
that both sides wore similar clothing made the fight all the
more confusing.
A monk noticed that this was becoming a grave problem. As
the Welsh lost more and more ground, the monk cried out to
them, “Welshmen, you must mark yourselves so that you can
better tell who is Saxon and who is Welsh.” The monk
plucked a leek plant from the ground and continued, "Here,
wear these so you will know that any soldier who does not
have a leek is your enemy."
Some of the soldiers thought this was a rather odd idea, but
18

the monk was one of God's men so
they went along with it. Soon
every Welsh soldier was wearing a
leek on his helmet. They attacked
the invaders and before long, the
Welsh had won the battle.
The monk who came up with the idea of wearing a leek was
named David. David died on March 1st. After he died, the
Catholic Church made him a saint.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Llanymynech Amateur Dramatic Society
You will be “all shook up” by The LADS’ 1950s production
of William Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew. Kate and
Bianca are both being wooed – but who is the sweet thing and
who is the shrew? Can the feisty farmer’s daughter help falling in love with
her frustratingly infuriating suitor? Supported by The Royal Shakespeare
Company’s Open Stages programme working with amateur theatre and part
of the 2015 Oswestry LitFest, performances can be seen at:
Llanymynech Village Hall - Friday 20th, Saturday 21st March at 7:45pm
Matinée Sunday 22nd March at 3:00pm
Tickets for the Llanymynech performances available from Llanymynech
Village Hall, Mile End Tourist Information Centre,
The Herbarium Oswestry, Llanymynech shop or phone 01691 658032 to
reserve tickets
Or at Kinokulture Cinema on Arthur Street, Oswestry Friday 27th, Saturday 28th March at 7:45pm
Tickets for Kinokulture performances can be booked
by ringing 0845 2500517 or via www.kinokulture.org.uk
Tickets: Adults £7 (sorry, no concessions)
Under 16s £3.50 at the Llanymynech Sunday matinee
Bar and refreshments available at both venues
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