WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

PARISH SERVICES

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre
Secretary: Mrs Joyce Howard

Tel:656389

SUNDAY SERVICES:
8:00am Holy Communion on 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays
10:30am Holy Communion weekly
6:30pm Holy Communion according to the Book of
Common Prayer on 1st Sunday
6:30pm Evensong on the 3rd Sunday

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:

Chairman: Jonjo Evans
Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis

Tel:671300
Tel:662500

4:00pm Messy Church on the 4th Sunday
(No Service in July or August)

BELL RINGING:

Details from Brian Rothera

Tel:657778

BROWNIES, GUIDES:

6:00-7:15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre
Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere
Tel:624390
BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen)
2 Heather Bank, Gobowen
Tel:658016
e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com

WEEKDAYS: 9:30am Holy Communion - Thursday
5:30pm Choir Practice
- Alternate Thursdays
RECTOR:
Reverend Sarah Burton
Tel:238658
Assoc. Minister: Reverend Richard Burton email:wwfchurch@gmail.com
The Rectory, Castle Street, Whittington SY11 4DF
Curate:

Reverend Jassica Castillo-Burley

Tel:611749

WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:

CHURCHWARDENS:

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions
Leaders: Dawn and Mandy
Meet in the Community Centre 9:00am – 3:00pm

Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington

Tel:670940

Mrs G Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com

Tel:662236

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington
Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington

Tel:656389
Tel:659562

ORGANIST: Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall

Tel:662116

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White
Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm. This will now be the
only stop in the village.

MAGAZINE:
Editor:
Miss A Ward, Manor Garden, 5 Boot Street,
Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com

Tel:672838

CHURCH WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk

Distribution:

Tel:659385

SCHOOL WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonschool.co.uk

WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL:

Tel:670127

SENIOR CITIZENS:

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning
All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall
Secretary: Mrs Gillian Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington

Tel:662236

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE:
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Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road

Headteacher: Mr Carl Rogers
e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk

Tel:662269
1

WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

“THE RIPPLE”
(Whittington Parish Church Magazine)
Vol 30 No 11

CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY:

March 2018

Spring is in the air…
How do we know?
Those beautiful signs of snowdrops and daffodils
in obscure places, lighting up the dreariness of
those dull winter days.
Spring also brings Easter. After six weeks of Lent – traditionally a time of
prayer and fasting – we turn our focus to Jesus. Or do we?

Mr Andy Cawthray - email: WhitCBC@gmail.com
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:

Richard Beaman

Easter eggs, also called Paschal eggs, are decorated eggs that are usually
used as gifts on the occasion of Easter or springtime celebration. The egg is
an ancient symbol of new life and rebirth. In Christianity it became
associated with Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection. The custom of the Easter
egg originated in the early Christian community of Mesopotamia, who
stained eggs red in memory of the blood of Christ, shed at his crucifixion and
became a symbol of the empty tomb. The oldest tradition is to use dyed
chicken eggs, but a modern custom is to substitute decorated chocolate, or
plastic eggs filled with sweets such as jellybeans.
Just as it seems, that even the coldest frost cannot stop the beauty of nature
from bursting forth, neither the coldness of this world, in the midst of all this
tradition and custom, stops the power that is released in the Easter story – the
resurrected Jesus, Saviour of the world.
This Easter as we enjoy one or two eggs, remember what we are celebrating
– the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
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Jassica

Tel:659166

CRICKET SECRETARY:

Trina Lewis – email: lewisbtkr@aol.com

Tel:774406
07968 844341

BOWLING SECRETARY:

Eileen Sinker

Tel:770212

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY:

Mrs Kath Griffiths
Easter, also called Pascha (Greek, Latin) or Resurrection Sunday, is a
festival and holiday celebrating the resurrection of Jesus from the dead,
described in the New Testament as having occurred on the third day of his
burial after his crucifixion by the Romans at Calvary circa 30 AD.

Tel:657178
07581 710523

Tel:662116

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON
AND WEST FELTON:

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG
e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk
Tel:650488
WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL:

Mrs A. S. Cowley, “Pear Tree” Cottage, Treflach, Oswestry
(Clerk to the Council) – Held the fourth Tuesday in the month
ascowley.whitpc@sky.com
www.whittingtonpc.wordpress.com

Tel:659496

SHROPSHIRE YOUTH SERVICE:

Rural Mobile visits the village on Tuesday 6:15pm – 8:00pm
bus parks opposite the “Premier” Shop, Whittington.
Open to young people between the ages of 13 – 20 yrs.
Contact: Wendy Stockton, Shropshire Council Youth Worker.

Tel:654175

BAPTISM SECRETARY:

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk

Tel:681036

WEDDING: Please contact the Rector

Tel:238658
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including the Marble Palace of the Maharaja, which is illuminated on
Sundays when all the townsfolk go to see it.
Further north to Hassan and just outside the
town is the Jain temple at Sravanbelagola
which houses the statue of Bahubali, a Jain
leader, which is 17 metres (56 feet high and
carved out of one piece of granite. It is at the
top of a flight of 650 steps and visited only
by the most devout Jains and ‘deranged’
tourists; we did meet some Jain nuns who
wore masks over their mouth so that they
would not accidentally swallow and thus kill
a fly and swept the path in front of them to
remove insects they might tread on.
Our last stop was Bangalore, the bustling silicon valley of India, where we
visited Tipu Sultan’s palace and the art gallery, which housed a portrait of
Clive of India (and Powys), some wonderful British Raj buildings and the
magnificent bull temple dedicated to Nandi, Shiva’s bull. What a wonderful
holiday and a place so different to North India and the Taj Mahal.
Marion Lycett
If you have visited somewhere that you think others might enjoy then do
please send in your contribution to the editor.
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DIARY
1

ST DAVID’S DAY
9:30am
10.15am

2

Holy Communion
Lent Discussion in the Castle Tea Room

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
2:00pm

Women’s World Day of Prayer service (arranged by
the women of Suriname)at the Whole Life Centre,
Cabin Lane, Oswestry; further details on page 9

3

8:30am

The March Prayer Breakfast to support the Schools
Christian Project Worker will be at Cornerstone
Church, Lower Brook Street, Oswestry. If you would
like to attend please call Lynn Carroll on 659385 by
Wednesday 28th February
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THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
10:30am
6:30pm

Parish Communion
Holy Communion according to the Book of Common
Prayer

6

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

7

7:30pm

Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens’ Hall; £1.50
including refreshments

8

9:30am
10.15am

Holy Communion
Lent Discussion in the Castle Tea Room

7:00pm

Whittington Women’s Institute meets in the
Community Centre; Speaker: Richard Clough of
Severn Trent Water Topic: The Wonders of Water
3

9

7:30pm

11

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT – MOTHERING SUNDAY
8:00am
10:30am

Fun Quiz in aid of Whittington Community
Centre; further details on page 9

Holy Communion
A Special Family Holy Communion Service –
lasting no more than 40 minutes followed by coffee
and Simnel cake. During the service the children
will distribute flowers to their mothers and the
ladies of the congregation

E

12

LAST DAY for magazine material for the April edition of the
“Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, Manor Garden,
5 Boot Street, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com
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2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

7:00pm

Whittington PCC meets in the Senior Citizens’ Hall

15

9:30am
10.15am

Holy Communion
Lent Discussion in the Castle Tea Room

17

7:30pm

“Masters of the Kings Music” A musical history
of the Gentlemen of the Chapel Royal 1500-1700 in
Whittington Parish Church, tickets £10; further
details on page 11

18

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
10:30am
Also 10.30am

6:30pm

Parish Communion
Confirmation Service at St. Michael’s, West Felton,
with the Bishop of Shrewsbury for candidates from
Whittington and West Felton
Evensong

20

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

22

9:30am
10:15am

Holy Communion
Lent Discussion in the Senior Citizens’ Hall
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brightly painted, it can take up to a year to redecorate all of the carvings. We
didn’t visit all of the temples, but did find time to visit the other great
attraction here including a silk factory.
It was not all temples. As we travelled south and west we visited several
museums, one devoted to the life, travels and words of Mahatma Ghandi and
one of the brass castings so beautifully made in the 9th - 12th centuries and
still made today. We visited a back yard foundry to see the lost wax process
which was used all over the world for casting metals from iron to gold; and
went to two spectacular shows, one of martial arts and one of temple
dancers.
We also saw a lot of the countryside, including visits to national parks where
we heard, but did not see, a tiger; and in pouring rain to a reserve where we
didn’t see the wild elephants, apparently the first trip for some years where
none were visible. We did see one that was tamed and was going to work in
the forest and another one in a temple!! We also visited a rubber plantation
where we had a long discussion with the daughter of the house, aged 24 and
working in Bangalore in advertising, about planned weddings and arranged
marriages; she had very nearly got married but broke it off as she decided
she would rather be free to choose her husband.
When we reached the west coast we stayed in a backwater village in separate
bungalows, housed in a bird sanctuary and surrounded by rice paddies. We
then embarked on a 2 day stay in a houseboat in the Kerala region;
absolutely 5 star accommodation. The ‘captain’ who steered round the huge
lake pointed out the wildlife including birds and a fascinating family of
otters. We then went on a canoe trip up the narrow backwaters and around
villages with some very large houses belonging to wealthy middle-eastern
business men.
Next stop was Cochin, owned by the Portuguese until 1962, where we
visited one of the last synagogues in India; it was the city for the export of
spices and had a thriving harbour. The church where Vasco da Gama was
originally buried still lacks air-conditioning is cooled by punkahs, large
cloths hanging over the pews. Then up into the hills to the tea plantations of
Ooty with fabulous scenery and a ride in a steam train up the valley. More
museums, temples and churches later we reached Mysore, the greenest city
in India, with wide tree-lined streets and an abundance of beautiful buildings
33

TRAVELLER’S TALES
Travels in Southern India
I began with an overnight flight from Heathrow to Chennai (older readers
will know it as Madras) and a stay at the 5 star Grand Chola Hotel. This
eastern coast of South India was home to the Chola Empire and if you
haven’t heard of them they actually conquered Cambodia and built Angkor
Wat. As a consequence here in the south you can expect magnificent
temples; and buildings older than many of those in northern India and not so
damaged by the Moghul Rule. It is also less popular than the north and hence
there are fewer tourists. This was to be a circular tour of what is described as
India’s southern pointy bit, across Tamil Nadu, Kerala and the south of
Karnataka, visiting the Bay of Bengal, the Indian Ocean and the Arabian
Sea.
Just south of Chennai is Mahalabalipuram- boasting 14 kilometres (8.7
miles) of glorious beach, with some ancient temples actually on the beach,
and a Blackpool-like array of eateries, ice cream, candy floss (sold in plastic
bags, by boys on bikes, ringing school bells), and of course donkey rides, or
here it was horses. The majestic temple site is very old, UNESCO guarded,
and is built by carving into the huge granite boulders that lie about
everywhere - there are long wall carvings up to 30 metres (328 yards) of basrelief telling stories of the gods. You will come back well versed in the
family history of Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva, their wives and children as well
as their ‘steeds’ variously a Swan, Eagle and Bull. The most famous boulder
is Krishna’s Butterball boulder which is improbably balanced on a steep
slope and no doubt in Britain would be fenced
off by ’elf and safety to stop people leaning on
it for photos.
On to Kanchipuram - town of 1,000 temples, a
very important pilgrimage centre for Hindus. The
south has pilgrim sites in many towns and most
travellers are pilgrims, some walking but many in
highly decorated pilgrim buses. The highest
temple tower is 50 metres high (164 feet), and
carved all over, here many of the towers are
stone and undecorated but quite a number are
32

24

CLOCKS GO FORWARD ONE HOUR AT BEDTIME

25

PALM SUNDAY
8:00am
10:30am
4:00pm

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Messy Church

26

7:00pm

Compline

27

12:00noon

Senior Citizens Monthly Lunch at the White Lion;
£7.50, further details page 10

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

7:00pm

Compline

28

7:00pm

Compline

29

MAUNDY THURSDAY
9:30am

Holy Communion followed by the Stripping of the
Altar
Whittington School breaks for the Easter Holiday

7:00pm
30

GOOD FRIDAY
2:00pm

1

Holy Communion in West Felton Parish Church
followed by the Stripping of the Altar

Special service for “The Last Hour”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ADVANCE NOTICE FOR APRIL

EASTER DAY
8:00am
11:00am
6:30pm

Holy Communion
Parish Communion with children’s activities and egg
rolling
Holy Communion according to the Book of Common
Prayer
5

Extracts from the Parish Registers
for the month of January 2018

Garden of Remembrance: It was noted that some of the trees had been
blown over and work needed doing in the Garden.

REQUIESCAT IN PACE

Whittington Castle: It was noted that the Castle has had a successful winter
period. Councillors were also informed that the idea of having a Band Stand
on the front lawn was being considered, it is something that has been
requested by people using the castle for wedding parties etc.

“May the Souls of the Faithful Departed Rest in Peace”
28th January 2018

Edith Brenda Hamilton
aged 77 of Penybryn Crescent

Communicants for the month……...…158
Attendance for the month……….........269
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Councillor Charmley: It was mentioned that Top Street had continual
traffic problems. Councillor Charmley will be meeting with Shropshire
Councillors and the Highways department to discuss Whittington’s traffic
flow problems.
The Community Infrastructure Levy payment structure is now being looked
at but the Place Plan system is not being changed.

The Rector and Trustees of the Friends of St John the Baptist acknowledge
the following donation:-

Annual Parish Meeting: The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on
Tuesday 8th May 2018 and all are invited to attend this meeting, which will
have various speakers.

Donation of £302.50 in memory of William Joseph (Joe) George Morgan
from his Family and Friends
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
CHILDREN’S SOCIETY BOXES

Date and time of the next meeting: The next Parish Council Meeting will
be at 7:30pm on Tuesday 27th February 2018 in the Senior Citizens’ Hall.

The boxes have been emptied and the money
counted – £690.23. This will now be added
to the £527 donated through the Christingle
service making the total sent to the Children’s Society a wonderful
£1,217.23, so a very big thank you to those who gave so generously.
The Society helps children of all faiths and none, including children at risk
on the streets, disabled children, young refugees, young carers and those
within the youth justice system. Through its parliamentary work and
research, it seeks to influence policy and perceptions at all levels so young
people have a better chance in life. Would you like to support this work?
Then please contact me for a box.
Mike Phipps 01691 670940
Common sense is a flower that, sadly, doesn’t grow in everyone’s garden
6

Paul Thompson-Lawrence
(This article is a brief outline of the main discussion points for the
Whittington Parish Council meeting and does not represent a formal record.
For an official copy of the minutes please contact the Parish Clerk or look on
the Parish Website - www.whittingtonpc.wordpress.com)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Marriage advice
‘I’m in a terrible fix,’ moaned Mark. ‘I’m in love with both Susie and Maria
and I don’t know which to marry.’
‘No problem,’ said Sean. ‘I know you’re not a Catholic, but call in at St
Patrick’s on the way home tonight, kneel down and ask God for help.’
Next morning Sean found Mark grinning from ear to ear. ‘It worked. It’s a
miracle,’ Mark enthused. ‘I walked in, knelt down and there it was written in
red across the altar cloth: AVE MARIA! So, I will!’
31

answered if the Officer is on duty. If your call is not answered please leave
your name, number and a brief message. The Officer will respond at their
earliest convenience when they are next on duty.
Crimes Reported in December 2017: There were thirty-six incidents
reported, but only six of these were classed as Crimes. Assaults (3); Criminal
Damage (1); Concern for Safety (1) and Suspicious Circumstances (1)
Planning: 17/06103/FUL – Erection of two storey Side extension – 20
Inglis Road, Park Hall
17/06123/VAR – Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) attached to
permission 13/03471/FUL dated 12/08/2014 to amend plans to erect a
single detached dwelling rather than two
18/00029/HHE/COU – 1 Berghill Cottages, Berghill Lane – Erection of a
single storey rear extension to semi-detached dwelling (For information
only)
Bank Reconciliation: The bank reconciliation statement, up to and
including the 12th January, has been received and approved at the meeting.
Donation Requests: Council will discuss all the requests received and any
other at the February meeting.
Buckingham Palace Garden Party 5th June 2018: This was discussed and
(Chairman) Jill Rigby will, if invited, attend the Garden Party at the Palace.
Footway Lighting: Councillors were advised that the first LED lighting
phase will now be installed, commencing in Park Hall. There were further
discussions regarding the ongoing work, and any possibilities to save on
cost, whilst retaining the best solution.
Data Protection ACT 2018: Councillors discussed the information received
from the Local Council Advisory Service re this subject and concluded that
more information is needed.
Neighbourhood Plan for Whittington: This matter was raised and a
meeting is to be arranged, possibly in March, to discuss the Plan and a way
forward for the Parish.
30

PLOUGH SUNDAY
Plough Sunday was again a roaring success with everyone involved having a
great social time after a lovely service and sermon by Bishop Michael
Ipgrave. The Plough was carried in by Whittington and Oswestry Young
Farmers Club; past and present members did various readings within the
service.
.
The Oswestry Rugby Club hosted the supper with Jamie Ward and Steve
Jones supplying the meat and Alex Woollam’s eggs being used for the
Pavlovas. Various ladies donated homemade pies and crumbles which was
all followed by Belton cheese donated by David Ellis. Thank you to you all.
The Bishop’s ‘Irish Bingo’ was won by Annabelle Simpson, and the raffle
raised £191 for the Air Ambulance. The supper raised £505.98 for Church
Funds so thank you to everyone who attended and helped this gathering of
the farming community
Mark and Ruth Jones
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
EASTER FLOWERS
From Mothering Sunday 11th March until Maundy
Thursday 29th March donations towards Easter flowers
Can be placed in the basket on the table at the back of
church, or given to the Rector or Churchwardens. It has
been for many years our custom to have Madonna Lilies
which symbolise new life. If you are new to the Parish and would like to
become involved in the flower arranging then please give me a ring on
670940.
Barbara Phipps
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Regular Giving Envelopes
The end of the financial year is fast approaching and
you will have noticed that the envelopes in your box
are rapidly decreasing. New boxes will soon be
available at the back of church; please be sure to pick yours up.
If you have chosen to alter the way you make your donation, for example by
7

switching to direct debit, would you be so kind as to let me know so that we
do not over-order boxes please; and if you do not use the envelopes scheme
for your regular donation, but would like to, then do get in touch with me.
If you are unable to attend services regularly then by putting your donation
into an envelope each week and putting them on the plate when next you
attend, you can keep track of your gift. I would particularly urge you to do so
if you regularly use a Gift Aid envelope; filling in a Gift Aid form and using
the envelopes is easier for you and more cost effective for us.
Sue Dyke - 650831
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Lent Study: Coffee and Chat
For the first three Thursdays in March at 10.15am we will be discussing a
life related topic over tea or coffee in the Castle Tea Room. Our topics
include Loneliness, Memories and Greatness. You will need to buy a cup of
tea or coffee at the counter and stay as long as you like. Each discussion
topic will be supported by several open-ended questions or quotes to keep
the discussion flowing. These questions will be on printed cards and placed
in the centre of the table. There will be a facilitator each week whose task
will be to turn the cards over when necessary and give space for everyone to
contribute to the morning. We start these chats on Thursday 1st March. On
Thursday 22nd March there will also be the opportunity to join one of these
discussions during the Senior Citizens Coffee morning. The topic will be
loneliness. For more information phone Richard at the Rectory - 238658
Lent in our Home Groups – Our two home groups are following a Lent
course entitled “On the Third Day” published by York Courses.
Wednesday Home Group (Not Tuesday as in February magazine) – 3:00pm
at Rhoswen, Station Road– contact Lynn Carroll on 659385
Thursday Home Group – 7:30pm at 10 Boot Street – contact Margery Mellor
on 681036
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Scared – Some people are scared of church like they are scared of
helicopters – they are frightened of being sucked into the rotas.
Worry – Worry kills more people than work because more people worry
than work.
8

Whittington Parish Council News,
Meeting held on 23rd January 2018
There were nine Parish Councillors, the Clerk, and Shropshire Councillor
Charmley at the meeting.
Matters Arising from Last Month’s Meeting: 1.The Councillors have
decided to purchase a Defibulator for the village. They will be finalising the
arrangements and deciding on the best place to site it at the Senior Citizens’
Hall; the Parish Clerk will be speaking to the relevant people from the Hall.
2. The Parish Council Facebook page is up and running and will have links
to the Police and Fire Service.The Council has received information that
there is someone in a van, calling at houses trying to sell them fish at the
door, residents are asked to be aware.
Your Local Police Officer and Community Support Officers Contact
numbers: Local Police Officer: - PC 3718 Kate Le’Clere – 07792 774 024
Police Community Support Officers: - PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes – O7816
172 510; and PCSO 40279 Pete Roberts – O7792774047
About your Team: Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and
partners to identify, tackle and solve issues that matter to the community
where you live. Making neighbourhoods safer by cutting day to day crime
and anti-social behaviour is at the heart of keeping people in West Mercia
safe. Thanks to an investment in mobile tablet style computers, these will
enable officers to spend more time on patrol on the street and in
neighbourhoods. Officers will continue to come to people when they need
them and provide a high quality service however you contact us - in person
(on the street, at community bases and at partners and communities together
[PACT] meetings), on the phone or online.
Get in touch - 101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime
 oswestryrn.snt @westmercia.pnn.police.uk
 www.westmercia.police.uk
/
@Oscops - Only call 999 in an emergency, when a crime is in
progress or life is in danger.
In the event of a Police emergency call 999 for urgent attention; or ring 101
for non-emergency calls. The Police mobile numbers above will only be
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THE ANNUAL GENRAL MEETING OF THE
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
You are warmly welcomed to this service at

The Annual Vestry Meeting and the Annual General Meeting of the
Parochial Church Council will be held on Sunday 8th April in church
commencing at 11:30am; the meeting will commence immediately after the
Morning Service and during the meeting we shall elect:-

Whole Life Centre, Cabin Lane, Oswestry

Two Churchwardens
Four people to serve on the Parochial Church Council for three years
One person to serve on the Parochial Church Council for one year
Three people to serve on the Deanery Synod Council for three years
We shall also elect Sidespersons, and if you are already one and wish to
remain in office you will automatically remain one. If you are not a
Sidesperson or reader and would like to be one please speak to one of the
Churchwardens.
Sarah
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ANSWERS TO FEBRUARY’S CROSSWORD
ACROSS: 1, Credit. 4, Tackle. 7, Cain. 8, Kenaniah. 9, Strength. 13, Beg.
16, Salvation Army. 17, ARC. 19, Every day. 24, Admonish. 25, Dire. 26,
Sneeze. 27, Bronze.
DOWN: 1, Cock. 2, Epistolic. 3, Taken. 4, Tenet. 5, Cane. 6, Leave. 10,
Erase. 11, Guide. 12, Honey. 13, Barbarian. 14, Guys. 15, Asia. 18, Rod in.
20, Voice. 21, Rahab. 22, Hope. 23, Mene.

on Friday 2nd March
commencing at 2:00pm
“All God’s Creatures is Very Good”
A service prepared by the Christian Women of Suriname
Everyone is welcome – including gentlemen

FUN QUIZ
FRIDAY 9th MARCH

7:30pm
WHITTINGTON COMMUNITY
CENTRE

TEAMS of FOUR - £12
CLOCKS GO FORWARD ONE HOUR AT BEDTIME ON
SATURDAY 24th MARCH
TV – Your mind is like a television; when it goes blank, it's a good idea to
turn off the sound.
Critics – People like criticism - just keep it positive and flattering
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To include refreshments
LICENSED BAR AVAILABLE

RING 662417 or 662116 TO ENTER
9

WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers
The lunch at The White Lion this month is Tuesday 27th March. Please
contact Val Hayward on 01691 662434 if you would like to join us for lunch,
or if you are a regular attendee please let Val know if you are unable to join
us this month. The cost of the two course roast lunch is currently £7.50 and
includes tea or coffee. Why not join us and see if you enjoy our company,
you do not have to commit to attending every month.
On Shrove Tuesday thirty-four members (including committee), enjoyed
pancakes, a selection of sandwiches, cakes and scones with tea or coffee.
Many thanks to Marion Lycett who had two frying pans on the go and served
some lovely pancakes accompanied with lemon, sugar, and syrup; we were
not counting the calories!
The Thursday morning coffee gathering continues when the weather permits,
together with the Monday afternoon whist meetings which starts at 2:00pm,
and line dancing on Thursday afternoons. Please try and support these
sessions as the saying goes “if you don’t use it, you may lose it”. The
committee work very hard to keep the club going and it would be a great
shame if it had to close due to lack of support.
The committee are still trying to decide on future events for this year; if
anyone has any bright ideas please speak to one of the committee members.
So far the following suggestions are being planned. On 3rd April we will hold
our annual Easter Tea. In May we will visit Bridgemere Garden Centre again
as it was a popular venue and members have requested a return visit, but as
yet no date has been set. In June it has been decided to visit Trentham
Garden Village, this again needs to have the date finalised and later on we
hope to visit the Museum near Denbigh, (if the driver can locate the
premises).
Committee Members: President: Val Hayward; Vice President: Veronica
Hargraves; Secretary: Gill Roberts; Treasurer: Marion Lycett; Committee
Members: Frances Savage, Sue Dyke, Glenys Shuker, Mary Tomkins
Gill Roberts – 0 1691 662236
10

It has taken three generations to go from farm to garden to tin opener

conflict still took place. At home or abroad, something unexpected was
needed to release the log-jam
Canon David Winter
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
In memory of Wilfred Owen
One of the leading poets of the First World War, Wilfred
Owen, was born in Oswestry one hundred and twenty-five
years ago on 18th March 1893. He received the Military
Cross for bravery in action and was noted for his shocking,
realistic poetry about the horrors of trench and gas warfare.
Raised as an Anglican evangelical, Owen was a devout believer in his youth,
having been influenced through a strong relationship with his mother. Later
on, however he questioned the attitude of the Church to the poor and the
disadvantaged, and this was sharpened by his war experiences, several of
which were traumatic and led to his being invalided home.
At the end of August 1918, Owen returned to the front line – although he
could easily have avoided it – and was killed in action on 4th November
1918, exactly one week, almost to the hour, before the signing of the
Armistice. He was promoted to the rank of lieutenant the day after his death.
He composed nearly all of his poems between August 1917 and September
1918 but only five were published in his lifetime.
Tim Lenton
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
So you think English is easy?
1) The bandage was wound around the wound.
2) The farm was used to produce produce.
3) We must polish the Polish furniture.
4) The soldier decided to desert his dessert in the desert.
5) Since there is no time like the present, he thought it was time to present
the present.
6) A sea bass was painted on the head of the bass drum.
7) The insurance was invalid for the invalid.
8) They were too close to the door to close it.
9) After going out after having done some sewing, a sewer fell into a sewer.
10) Upon seeing the tear in the painting I shed a tear.
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Diary of a Momentous Year: March 1918:
Getting Nowhere
March 1918 brought more confusion than comfort to
the British public. If they read the papers closely, they
would learn of many peace treaties signed – between
the new Bolshevik Russian government and some
of its neighbours, including Bulgaria and Turkey and
even with Germany – but with many hitches
and hesitations.
The Allies refused to recognise the Russian-German treaty, for instance, and
fighting continued in some places. Yet while there was talk of peace on
every hand, the War simply went on and on. The Germans launched a major
offensive in France, code-named ‘Michael’, which pushed the Allied forces
back from their lines on the western front. This German success so worried
the generals that they called a crisis meeting at which General Foch was
appointed ‘generalissimo’ to co-ordinate the tactics of the Allied armies.
Four years into the war, that would seem somewhat overdue. It was
followed, as it happened, by the defeat of a similar German attack in the
Arras area. So, no wonder the ordinary citizen was baffled. It was up and
down, but going nowhere – and the casualties continued, of course.
In fact most people didn’t follow the news that closely, and much of the
reporting they did read was unjustifiably optimistic. The face to face
interviews of today’s radio and television news programmes make it harder
for those in power to avoid unpleasant truths. But at this stage of a brutal war
such an approach would have been regarded by many people, including my
parents, as disloyalty bordering on treachery.
Nevertheless, people could see for themselves the shortages of food, and
they knew that even on a recent moonless night, when navigation was
difficult, the Germans were able to launch a bombing raid by aircraft, not
Zeppelins, over England. For all the talk of victory, or peace, the mood at
home was resigned but realistic. For 15 months a new prime minister had
been in office, David Lloyd-George, who had spoken of his hopes for
bringing the war to an end. But to carry that right through, he probably
needed the mandate of an election win, and that was not to happen while the
26

Beware tough laws on phones in cars
It is now nearly a year since the Law clamped down on motorists who use
their phones whilst driving. But many drivers may not realise that the laws
also extend to using mobile phones as satnavs. Although it is not illegal to
use a navigation app, drivers face prosecution if they touch the handset for
any reason, while they are at the wheel, even if the vehicle is not moving.
The maximum penalty has doubled, to a £200 fine and six points, or even
disqualification. Pete Williams, road safety spokesman for the RAC, says:
‘More has to be done to educate drivers that any use of a hand-held phone at
the wheel is both illegal and presents both a mental and physical distraction
that could ultimately cause a crash and the loss of life.’

“MASTERS OF THE KING’S MUSIC”
A MUSICAL HISTORY OF THE GENTLEMEN OF
THE CHAPEL ROYAL 1500 – 1700

By the “Scholars and Gentlemen”
under the direction of Mike Donkin,
St Oswald’s Director of Music

SATURDAY 17th MARCH
7:30pm
WHITTINGTON PARISH CHURCH
Tickets £10
From: Lawrence and Rosie Mortimer
3 Top Street, Whittington, SY11 4DR Tel: 01691 657986
Or: The Churchwardens
In aid of Whittington Music Festival and church expenses
How can a stranger tell if two people are married?
You might have to guess, based on whether they seem to be yelling at the
same kids. - Derrick, aged 8
11

WHITTINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
The president Sandy Wilson welcomed everyone to the meeting and
explained how exciting and interesting the year is going to be as we mark the
100th anniversary of the suffragette movement. Members are challenged to
find out more about any local women who were either suffragettes or had
links with the movement.
To capitalise upon possible grants to develop ideas from the National WI
Inspiring Women Campaign all members were given a copy of the campaign
information and asked to contribute ideas for events which could take place
in Whittington. Sandy suggested we approach Mark Hignett of Oswestry
Museum to consider a joint venture which he hopefully will agree to. The
AGM for Shropshire WI’s will be on 24th April at Theatre Severn, tickets
cost £12.00. There has been some controversy about the cost of membership
and whether the contribution made to the National Office is value for money;
their response has been to repudiate this. There is to be a national focus on
‘food poverty’ as a result of many families having insufficient food; parents
skipping meals to feed children and the reliance on food banks. More
information will be available in March. The success of “Show the Love” - a
campaign to heighten members’ and public awareness of climate change was
wonderfully celebrated during the meeting with fantastic bird feeders and
window stickers provided by Julie Sheffield. Sandy and all members
thanked Julie for her work.
The dates for some social events and demonstrations were given out; a
Polish evening at Uffington Village Hall on 26th March; Derwen Fete 31st
May; Group Social at West Felton 26th September; a Group Outing,
Broadway Show Party, on 26th November and in 2019 to mark Whittington’s
centenary year, a choral event on 20th September at the Marches School.
Other dates include a litter pick linked to issues about Plastic Soup, meeting
at the Three Trees 1:30pm on 13th March.
Jack Dent, a magician, enthralled members with his amazing conjuring and
explanation of the history of magic. He was particularly proud to show some
rare artefacts he had purchased at an auction of items previously owned by a
member of the magic circle. Evidently, magicians would often want their
books and magic tools of the trade to be “Passed Forward” i.e. auctioned to
12

Get into festival mood by going to Kinokulture’s screening of ‘4’ on
Wednesday 14th March. This award-winning documentary follows the
renowned Quatuor Ebène string quartet on their European tour. It offers
glorious music as well as behind-the-scenes tensions usually hidden from
their admiring audiences. The film’s Director, Daniel Kutschinski, will be
present to answer questions.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
LENT SOUP LUNCHES
We are now in the season of Lent and the church is
looking for volunteers to host a Soup Lunch. It doesn’t
matter if you can only accommodate three or four
people, everyone enjoys these social occasions. Would
you be willing to open up your home this year? If so then please contact one
of the Churchwardens and if not then why not come along to someone else’s
by signing up on the list at the back of church; all are welcome.
The most efficient labour-saving device is still money
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH
To celebrate St David’s Day, a happy mixture of two Welsh foods, leeks and
cheese.
ANGLESEY EGGS
4 generous portions:
For the Sauce
6 leeks
1 oz butter
1 lb potatoes
1 oz flour
salt and pepper
½ pt milk
1 oz butter
2 oz grated cheddar cheese
8 hard-boiled eggs
salt and pepper
2 tbsp grated cheese
Peel and cook in salted water the potatoes before mashing them.
Clean and chop the leeks into ½ inch slices, cooking them for 10 minutes in
salted water.
Drain the leeks thoroughly and add them to the hot mashed potatoes,
together with 1 oz of butter and salt and pepper to taste; beat the mixture
until pale green and fluffy.
Slice the hard-boiled eggs and arrange in the centre of a large shallow
fireproof dish; spoon the potato mixture round them. Keep the dish warm
whilst making the sauce.
Make a roux sauce by melting the 1 oz butter in a heavy-based saucepan,
then blend in the flour, and cook over a low heat for 2-3 minutes, stirring
constantly with a wooden spoon.
Gradually add the milk (either warm or cold), which will at first thicken to a
near solid mass. Beat vigorously until the mixture leaves the sides of the pan
clean; then add a little more milk. Allow the mixture to thicken and boil
between each addition of milk; continuous beating is essential to obtain a
smooth sauce. When all the milk has been added bring the sauce to the boil
and let it simmer for 5 minutes before adding the seasoning and stirring in
the grated cheese.
Oven: 400°F/205°C/ Gas mark 6
Pour the cheese sauce over the eggs and sprinkle with the 2 tablespoons of
grated cheese Bake in the centre of the oven for 20 minutes or until the
cheese is golden brown on top.
24

The way to be nothing is to do nothing. Nathaniel Howe

other magicians. The magic circle, formed in 1905, has 1,500 male members
and 25 women members; within the magic circle there is the Inner Circle for
very select and brilliant magicians. Jack asked members to suggest the oldest
trick they could think of and responses included a rabbit out of a hat, a snake
out of a basket, all of which started in the 1700’s. However, in 2,000 BC
Dedi performed magic for pharaohs, as witnessed on inscriptions in the
pyramids. The trick he did used “cups” and “balls”, hiding them and
switching their positions. Jack shared his historical knowledge of magic from
witches and wizards, spiritualists to current magicians predominantly
utilising magic as a performing art.
Jack carried out complex, confusing and amazing tricks with ropes and
playing cards which bamboozled everyone and accompanied it all with a
very funny commentary. He was fast paced and absolutely fascinating,
interspersing his performance with stories, including one about Isaac Faulks
who, in 1720, was the first showman, with a tiny tent called a “theatre”, to
persuade folk to venture inside and pay to see the “Egg Bag” a trick that
Tommy Cooper reprised many years later. He asked if members had heard
of Eric Wise, known better as Harry Houdini, born in 1874 and perceived as
“The Greatest Showman”, “The King of Cards”, an Escapologist, a Fire
Eater and an Underwater Magician. He told another story of a Newton
Edwards, born 1938, who was his mentor, helping him perfect the strategy
called ”Misdirection” or more commonly “Slight of hand”; on TV he was
known as Paul Daniels!
Jack very proudly showed us a trophy awarded to him at an International
Brotherhood of Magicians Competition and finished his performance to
rapturous applause from all the members. Libby Morris provided a vote of
thanks and said he had been mesmerising! He then judged the competition,
which was heart related; in first place was Joyce Howard; second was
Glenys Brind and third was Kath Griffiths.
The next meeting is on 8th March and is entitled The Wonders of Water and
the competition is a decorated hardboiled egg. All are welcome.
Jo Goodall
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Money
A thoughtful economist has just written a 200 page short history of money.
We could write one in six words: “here it is; there it goes!”
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Cut your calories to 1,800 a day
Forget 2,000 calories a day if you are a woman and 2,500 if you are a man:
the latest health guidelines from Public Health England are expected to
recommend a 400 – 600 – 600 rule. That’s 400 calories for breakfast, 600 for
lunch, and 600 for dinner. An additional two healthy snacks a day, of 100
calories each, are also permitted. The government now believes that we are
all consuming on average 200 – 300 MORE calories a day than we need.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

4:00pm Sunday 25 March, Whittington Church

Messy Church

for Palm Sunday -Dave the Donkey
 We begin with crafts and activities
 At 4:30pm we gather for a short act
of worship with songs and a story.
 We end with sandwiches, cakes
and drinks for all to share.

Everyone welcome
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Bishop’s Bill to put mothers’ names on Marriage Certificates
passes first stage
Last month a move to end the “historic injustice” of excluding mothers’
names from marriage certificates has passed its first parliamentary stage in a
Private Members’ Bill brought by the Bishop of St Albans, Dr Alan Smith
(Suffragan Bishop of Shrewsbury 2001-2009). In his speech, the Bishop
described the origin of the present practice of naming only the father on
marriage certificates as “archaic and unchanged since Victorian times, where
children were seen as the father’s property, and little consideration was given
to mothers’ roles in raising children.”
Dr Smith continued: “As we approach the centenary of the Representation of
the People Act, it is only right that we consider how existing legislation
14

March Quiz – I’m a Celebrity...
1. Which PM’s daughter won the 2005 “I’m a Celebrity...Get Me Out
of Here?
2. Who left “Take That” in 1995?
3. Who were “Popstars: The Rivals” winners, Girls Aloud or Atomic
Kitten?
4. It “Takes Two” is the follow-up programme about which show?
5. Which Welsh singer, famous for “Walking In The Air” appeared on
“Strictly Come Dancing”?
6. Myleene Klass was part of which band?
7. Which antiques celebrity coined the phrase “cheap as chips”? on TV
8. Which musical about gangsters did Pop Idol’s Darius Danesh join in
2005?
9. How is Model Tracey Jane McAndrew better known?
10. Which entrepeneur Alan appears in “The Apprentice”?
11. It which country was the third series of “I’m A Celebrity” held?
12. Which Juror walked out of “The X Factor” in 2005?
13. Which “Pop Idol” winner appeared with Judi Dench in “Mrs
Henderson Presents”?
14. Which comedian Joe has been voted “King of the Jungle”?
15. Which Lawrence was a star of “Changing Rooms”?
16. Does Sarah Beeny present programmes on properties or food?
17. Which Sheila, widow of John Thaw, appeared in “Grumpy Old
Women”?
18. Which reality TV series had a family member’s name in its title?
19. Which actress Nicole advertised Omega watches?
20. Which Ali was created by Sacha Baron Cohen?
21. Which girl band is fronted by Carmen Electra?
22. Which Elizabeth did Gwyneth Paltrow replaces as the face of Estee
Lauder?
23. Which sprint hurdler was a 2005 “Strictly Come Dancing”
contestant?
24. Which Sadie was married to June Law?
25. Kerry Katona found fame in which all-girl band?
26. Whose catchphrase was “Nice to see you, to see you nice”?
27. Which boy band had a 2003 No.1 with “Mandy”?
28. What was the most famous group managed by Andrew Loog Odham?
29. Who was the lead singer with Culture Club?
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RHOS ORPHEUS MALE VOICE CHOIR
CONCERT

excludes or does not recognise the contributions made by women. This Bill
allows for this important and symbolic change to be made. It’s important to
note that this Bill would allow mothers’ names to be included when
registering all marriages, not just those that take place in Church of England
Churches.” Dr Smith also made clear that the Bill covered other matters
relating to marriage registration, namely the modernisation of the system for
recording marriages, moving away from a paper-based to a digital system for
record keeping.
It does not, he said, “…alter who can get married, or where they can get
married, or who can perform that marriage. The Bill does not propose any
changes to marriage ceremonies, or the Church of England’s doctrine of
marriage. These are all far greater questions, which fall beyond the scope of
this Bill.”

at

Whittington Parish Church
SY11 4DF

SATURDAY 14th APRIL
7:30pm
with

Rebecca Roberts (Mezzo Soprano)
Admission £10 – Tickets from:
Gill Roberts
01691 662236
Mike Phipps
01691 670940
Richard Huxley
01244 570201
Or Pay at the Door
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IN AID OF CHURCH FUNDS

After passing the Second Reading, the Bill now proceeds towards its
Committee Stage in the House of Lords.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
On the perils of ladies cleaning the church
The Rectory
St James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren
I must begin with a confession. I know it is wrong
of me, but last Wednesday I coveted your modern, purposebuilt, user-friendly worship centre. Your concrete cube may have all the
aesthetic charm of a suburban bus shelter, but it is clean, bright and does not
have the propensity for sheltering dead animals in dark corners.
March at St. James the Least brings an annual event I dread: the Boon Day.
There is a certain irony in the ladies of the parish – who without exception
employ dailies to do all their domestic cleaning and dusting – getting
together to wash, polish and scrape 12 months-worth of accumulated dirt
from the church interior.
Having very obviously put in hours of thought about correct dress – not
looking as if they’re set for drinks at the golf club, but equally not giving the
impression that wielding a mop and bucket comes naturally to them – they
arrive equipped with the Cartier equivalents of bleach and dusters. I am
15

Want to be creative? Have a cup of tea
slightly surprised Admiral Wetherspoon’s wife knows which end of a brush
should be held.
Miss Pemberton’s over-enthusiastic use of bleach for cleaning the sanctuary
floor in the Lady Chapel makes one feel one is entering a public lavatory
rather than a house of God. Books, service sheets and collection plates have
all been so efficiently tidied away that it will take months before anyone can
find anything. Lost coins are placed in the collection box, long-forgotten
gloves and scarves put out for the next jumble sale, and dead pigeons and
mice placed on the compost heap.
Just as archaeologists date various layers of a dig from the artefacts they
recover, the ladies cleaning the choir stalls have determined precisely when
the tenors changed from spearmint to peppermint chews during the sermon,
as they shovelled through 52 Sundays-worth of lost mints.
Our great moment of crisis came when Lady Dawes decided to clean the
statue of St. James the Least, standing in his niche above the high altar. An
eight foot, 50 year-old step ladder and an 18 stone seventy year-old dowager
are not an ideal combination. St. James had stood on his plinth, unmolested,
for the best part of 500 years, two fingers held in a sign of blessing. Until last
Wednesday.
For Lady D’s last flourish, removing the cobwebs from St. James’ head,
caused her to lose her balance. She grasped for something for support, failed,
and hit the floor still holding one of our saint’s two fingers. He now stands –
admittedly very clean – but with only one finger raised to the congregation in
a far from saintly gesture. A little judicious application of glue will be
necessary before he makes his true intentions clear.
And so we now live in a state of uninhabitable order and hygiene. Within a
month, the skills of mice and men should hopefully return us to our preferred
ambience for Christian worship.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Taxes – There will always be death and taxes; however, death doesn’t get
worse every year.
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Tea-drinkers have always known that almost anything is possible, with a cup
of tea in your hand, and now it seems that the scientists are catching up with
them. There seems to be proof that a simple cup of tea can spark an instant
burst of your brainpower and creativity, enhancing your mood and cognitive
ability. Despite tea containing both caffeine and theanine, both of which
increase attentiveness and alertness, these do not usually take effect as
quickly as the simple act of drinking tea seems to do. Tests found that
drinking tea helped people in both the process of coming up with a number
of new ideas around a central theme and also with creativity making it the
drink for writers, artist and musicians. So - go put the kettle on! The study
appeared in the journal Food Quality and Preference.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The breastplate of St Patrick
A prayer by St Patrick against the temptations of the world
I rise today with the power of God to guide me,
The might of God to uphold me,
The wisdom of God to teach me,
The eye of God to watch over me,
The ear of God to hear me,
The word of God to give me speech,
The hand of God to protect me,
The path of God to lie before me,
The shield of God to shelter me,
The host of God to defend me.
Against the snares of the devil and the temptations of the world,
Against every man who meditates injury to me,
Whether far or near.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Children's Kitchen Terms
CASSEROLE: Combination of favourite foods that go uneaten because they
are mixed together.
DESSERT: The reason for eating a meal.
FRUIT: Something that is never to be confused with dessert.
TABLE LEG: Percussion instrument.
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Coffee & Company

The Revision of the Church Electoral Roll

Come and Enjoy

The Annual Revision of the Church Electoral Roll is taking place and to be
eligible for enrolment you must be a Baptised Member of the Church of
England or a Member of a Church which is in Communion with the Church
of England, be sixteen years of age or over and either a Resident in the
Parish of Whittington or, if Non-Resident, an Habitual Worshipper at
Whittington Parish Church or a Former Worshipper now prevented through
infirmity.

a
Cup of Coffee or Tea
and a chat
In
Whittington Church - Thursday 22nd March
10am - 12noon

All are very welcome
Entrance is free
Voluntary Donations to the Church
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Ten Commandments
This rhyming version of the Ten Commandments, was published, it is
thought, by Isaac Watts in 1709.
Thou shalt have no gods but Me.
Before no idol bow thy knee.
Take not the name of God in vain,
Nor dare the Sabbath Day profane.
Give both thy parents honour due,
Take heed that thou no murder do.
Abstain from words and deeds unclean,
Nor steal, though thou art poor and mean.
Nor make a wilful lie, nor love it,
What is thy neighbour’s, do not covet.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
What now? – Today, I was in the bathroom at a popular coffee chain.
Someone had written “What Would Jesus Do?” on the wall. Another person
had added, directly underneath: “Wash His hands.”
Then a third person wrote, “And your feet.”
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If you are eligible and wish to be enrolled,
please complete an enrolment form; this can
be obtained from the table at the rear of the
church. When completed it should be returned
to: Miss S. Dyke, 14 Rosehill Close, Whittington
SY11 4DY
The closing date is Sunday 18th March and a copy of the Revised Roll,
together with the list of names removed, will be on display in church from
Sunday 25th March 2018. If you are on the Electoral Roll and have moved
home please let Margo know your new address.
Please note that if your name is already on the Church Electoral Roll
NO action needs to be taken.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
What the teacher says and what the teacher means….
Karen is an endless fund of energy and viability. (Your hyperactive monster
can’t stay put for five minutes.)
Margie exhibits a relaxed attitude to school, indicating that high expectations
don’t intimidate her. (The lazy thing hasn’t done one assignment all term.)
Sue is a real athlete, with superior hand-eye coordination. (The little creep
stung me with a rubber band from 15 feet away.)
Nick thrives on interaction with his peers. (Your son never shuts up.)
Nancy’s greatest asset is demonstrative public discussions. (Every time I
give an assignment, she responds by sparking a classroom argument over it.)
Jane is an adventurous nature lover, who rarely misses opportunities to
explore new territory. (Your daughter skipped class and nearly drowned
trying to catch wriggly things in the school pond.)
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CHILDREN’S PAGE

March at Whittington Castle
10th March

18th March
22nd March

30th March
1st/2nd April
8th April

7:30 – 11:00pm Fundraising Ceilidh
for Whittington Castle at the Last
Inn, Hengoed featuring “The Devil’s
Chair”. Tickets £10, are available
from the Castle or ring 01691 662500 to reserve.
8:30am onwards – Car Boot Sale – £5 per car, Sorry NO
trade stands.
10:00am – 12:00noon – Antiques Valuation Day –
Christina Trevanion (of Bargain Hunt fame), together with
her partner Aaron Dean, will be here. So, if you’ve ever
wondered how much that antique that’s been sitting in the
wardrobe for years is worth then bring it along and they will
tell you. A charge of £1 per item will be made with all
proceeds going to Castle funds. We will also be holding a
raffle and there will be refreshments available.
10:00am – 4:00pm Plant Hunters Fair free entrance, just
£1to park. Browse the stalls for unusual plants.
Easter Egg Trail - £1 each – pick up a trail sheet and follow
the clues to get your prize; fun for all the family.
11:00am – 3:00pm April Fools Car Show at the Castle; free
entrance, just £1 to park.

The Castle still has dates available for Civil Wedding Ceremonies and also
Knight and Princess Parties; telephone 01601 662500 to find out more.
Sue Ellis, Castle Manager - Telephone 01691 662500
E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk
Website www.whittingtoncastle.co.uk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Fishy The minister greeted a young lad at the church door one Sunday
morning, and was impressed when the lad explained that though his father
was going fishing, his father had insisted that his son come to church that
morning. “And why is that, my boy?” The lad replied, ‘Dad said he didn’t
have enough bait for both of us.’
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If he dodges cars, he is a pedestrian; if he dodges taxes, he is
a financier; if he dodges responsibility, he is a statesman!
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