WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

PARISH SERVICES

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre
Secretary: Mrs Sandy Forde

Tel:654610

SUNDAY SERVICES:
8:00am Holy Communion on 2nd and 4th Sundays
10:30am Parish Communion weekly
6:30pm Holy Communion according to the Book of
Common Prayer on 1st Sunday
6:30pm Evensong on the 3rd Sunday

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:

Chairman: Jonjo Evans
Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis

Tel:671300
Tel:662500

4:00pm Messy Church (Meets monthly except July and
August)

BELL RINGING:

Details from Brian Rothera

Tel:657778

BROWNIES, GUIDES:

6:00-7:15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre
Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere
Tel:624390
BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen)
2 Heather Bank, Gobowen
Tel:658016
e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com
WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions
Leaders: Dawn and Mandy
Meet in the Community Centre 9:00am – 3:00pm

RECTOR:

Reverend Suzan Williams
The Rectory, Whittington SY11 4DF
email: revwilliams1991@icloud.com

Tel:238658

Curate:
Reverend Jassica Castillo-Burley
e.mail: Jassica Castillo-Burley [wwfcurate@gmail.com]

Tel:611749

CHURCHWARDENS:

Tel:670127

SENIOR CITIZENS:

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning
All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall
Secretary: Mrs Gillian Roberts, 4 Western Avenue

WEEKDAYS: 9:30am Holy Communion - Thursday
5:30pm Choir Practice
- Alternate Thursdays

Tel:662236

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE:

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White
Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm.
CHURCH WEBSITE: www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk
SCHOOL WEBSITE: www.whittingtonschool.co.uk
MESSY CHURCH: https://m.facebook.com/stjohnthebaptistwhittington/
36

Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington

Tel:670940

Mrs G Roberts, 4 Western Avenue, Whittington, SY11 4BP
e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com

Tel:662236

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington
Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington

Tel:656389
Tel:659562

ORGANIST: Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall

Tel:662116

MAGAZINE:
Editor:
Miss A Ward, Manor Garden, 5 Boot Street,
Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com
Distribution: Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road

Tel:672838
Tel:659385

WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL:

Headteacher: Mr Carl Rogers
e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk

Tel:662269
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The Rector’s Ramblings
As I sit typing this first edition of the Rectors Ramblings I’m listening to
Storm Ciara blowing a gale around the garden and front of the Rectory. It’s
on days like today that we are reminded of the ferocity of the weather and
how quickly things can change in an instant!
The reading I’d like us to take a glance at today is one that may be well
known to many of you from Mark 4:35 through to verse 41 and is titled
‘Jesus Calms the Storm’ In this passage the disciples find themselves in a
situation where it was evening and Jesus suggested they cross to the other
side of the lake of Galilee in actual fact. So they got in a boat, which was not
a new experience for some of them who were fishermen, and set out for the
other side.
Jesus was tired and so found a place to curl up and get some Z’s in the front
of the boat and this is where the fun begins. A storm or squall blew up,
apparently not an unusual occurrence on the lake which was huge, and the
boat was about to be swamped.
Unsurprisingly the disciples are panicking and go and wake Jesus up
exclaiming ‘Teacher don’t you care if we drown?’
Then Jesus does something very profound He stands up and commands the
wind and the waves to stop and guess what – they do!
At this moment the disciples are terrified and exclaim ‘Who is this that even
the winds and waves obey him.’

WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS
CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY:

Mr Andy Cawthray - email: WhitCBC@gmail.com

Tel:657178
07581 710523

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:

Richard Beaman

Tel:659166

CRICKET SECRETARY:

Trina Lewis – email: lewisbtkr@aol.com

Tel:774406
07968 844341

BOWLING SECRETARY:

Eileen Sinker

Tel:770212

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY:

Mrs Kath Griffiths

Tel:662116

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON
AND WEST FELTON:

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG
e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk
Tel:650488
WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL:

Amy Jones (Clerk to the Council)
Held the fourth Tuesday in the month
clerk@whittingtonpc.com
http://www.whittingtonpc.com

Tel: 829571

WHITTINGTON YOUTH CLUB: (Facebook page: Whittington Youth).

Meets every Thursday evening 7:00pm – 8:30pm in the Senior Citizens’
Hall; entry fee £2. A wide range of activities for 10-16 year olds supervised
by qualified youth workers and activity coaches from The New Saints FC
Foundation Ltd. Telephone 01691 889791 or email:
info@tnsfcfoundation.org.uk for further information

Have you ever felt like that in your own life, terrified by the circumstances
you are facing, the diagnosis that has just hit your consciousness, right out of
the blue.

BAPTISM SECRETARY:

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk

Tel:681036

Life is oftentimes like that isn’t it? We can’t always be prepared for what’s
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WEDDING: Please contact the Rector

Tel:238658
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Its image is depicted on postage stamps and Slovakian money. The oldest
traces of settlement date back to 5,000 BC, and the fortress citadel was
impenetrable for centuries until the arrival of Napoleon’s troops who sacked
it in 1809. The river, while photogenic, is a haven for mosquitoes, so visitors
are advised to arm themselves with effective insect repellent.
From Bratislava it is also possible to visit the majestic peaks of the High
Tatras which stretch through the Tatra National Park and across the northern
part of the country in the Carpathian Mountains. The area offers innumerable
opportunities for hiking, cycling, skiing, swimming, river rafting and
relaxing in a pristine natural environment.
Located about three hours from Bratislava, near the Czech Republic border,
Vlkolínec is a UNESCO World Heritage Site of particular interest to anyone
interested in European history and the folklore of the Carpathian Mountains.
With a name derived from the Slovak word for ‘wolf’, the town is set in a
picturesque alpine landscape and features 45 distinctive wooden houses,
numerous carved wooden statues, and a museum exhibiting the instruments
that were used during the construction of the town. There is also a Baroque
chapel with a wooden belfry.

coming but what we can be assured of are the words of Psalm 46:1 ‘God is
our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.’ A source of
strength and peace that makes no sense.
Please be assured of my prayers in the coming weeks, months and years as
we journey together seeking God in all that we do and seek to embody in our
communities.
I will be making an effort to be a bit more visible in the village over the
coming weeks, so if you see me in one of the pubs or in the shop please do
come over and say hello.
I’ll aim to be in the Boote on Tuesday 10th of March and the Lion on the 12th,
both at 7:30pm.
Every Blessing
Suzan

Sunday 23rd February, Whittington Church
4:00-5:30pm

Messy Church
‘All At Sea’
We begin with crafts and activities at 4:00pm
At 4:30pm we gather for a short act of worship
with songs and a story.
We end with sandwiches, cakes and drinks
for all to share.

Everyone is welcome
34
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DIARY
1

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT – ST DAVID’S DAY
10:30am
6:30pm

Family Communion
Holy Communion According to the Book of
Common Prayer

2

3:30pm

Lent Study Group meets at the Rectory

3

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

4

7:30pm

Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens’ Hall; £2.00
including refreshments

5

9:30am

Holy Communion

7:30pm

Lent Study Group meets at the home of Margery
Mellor, 10 Boot Street;

12:00noon

Lenten Lunch; further details page 9

2:00pm

World Day of Prayer service at Cornerstone Baptist
Church, Lower Brook Street, Oswestry; “Rise! Take
Your Mat and Walk” prepared by the church of
Zimbabwe

7

8:30am

The March Prayer Breakfast to support the Schools
Christian Project Worker will be held at Cornerstone
Church, Oswestry; if you would like to attend please
call Lynn Carroll on 659385 by Wednesday 4th March

8

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

4

8:00am
10:30am

6

Holy Communion
Parish Communion

significance was the home of composer Johann Nepomuk Hummel who
along with Ernő Dohnányi, and Franz Schmidt were born here; Mozart
visited the town at the age of 6 and the composers Haydn, Liszt, Bartók and
Beethoven all either visited or lived here. The Museum of Clocks can be
found in the “House at the Good Shepherd” on Židovská street, beneath the
castle. This Rococo-style building is around 250 years old; the city was once
the centre of clock makers in the old Austro-Hungarian Empire, between the
16th – 19th centuries almost 100 clock makers were living and working here.
Most notable amongst the city’s churches is the gothic St Martin’s Cathedral
which was built between the 13th – 16th centuries, which served as the
coronation church of the Kingdom of Hungary from 1563 – 1830.
Bratislava Castle, sitting on a plateau 269
feet above the city, is a prominent
structure on the skyline and provides
excellent views of the city, over Austria
and even as far as Hungary in good
weather. It was a frontier post for the
Roman Empire due to its location on the
Danube River and has been destroyed and rebuilt several times since then
undergoing a series of reconstructions and extensions. In 1811, the castle
was inadvertently destroyed by fire and lay in ruins until the 1950s, when it
was rebuilt mostly in its former Theresian style; four towers make up the
building, enclosing a courtyard, a Treasure Chamber, and collections of the
Slovak National Museum.
An hour’s drive north of Bratislava is PiešÅ¥any, Slovakia’s premier spa
resort town offering a world class range and quality of treatments especially
for those suffering with chronic rheumatic and arthritic diseases. Due to its
relative obscurity it is far more affordable than similar spa towns in more
tried-and-tested areas around the continent. PiešÅ¥any is situated in a
beautiful forested region of the Vah River Valley and is fringed by
mountains to the north and also offers a 9 nine golf course, a 13th century
monastery and a number of walking and hiking trails.
As well as visiting Vienna on a boat ride you can also visit Devín Castle
which sits 696 feet above the confluence of the Morava and Danube Rivers.
Devín Castle is one of the most important archaeological sites in Slovakia.
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TRAVELLER’S TALES

9

3:30pm

Lent Study Group meets at the Rectory

BRATISLAVA

10

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

7:30-9:00pm

Priest in the pub – an informal opportunity to say
hello to our new Rector, Suzan, at the Boote Inn

11

12:00noon

Lenten Lunch; further details page 9

12

9:30am

Holy Communion

12:00 noon

Lenten Lunch; further details page 9

7:00pm

Whittington WI Spring Show in the Community
Centre – entries to arrive between 4:30 – 5:00pm

7:30pm

Lent Study Group meets at 10 Boot Street

7:30-9:00pm

Priest in the pub – an informal opportunity to say
hello to our new Rector, Suzan, at the Lion

13

5:30-7:30pm

Oswestry Rural Youth Church meets at St John’s
Church, Weston Rhyn, with food – “What is Lent,
and why does it affect me?”

15

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT

A flight specialist website has tipped Bratislava to be the best value
destination for 2020, so where is it and what can you expect? Bratislava is
the capital of Slovakia and with a population of about 430,000 is one of the
smallest capitals in Europe. The city straddles both banks of the River
Danube and the left bank of the River Morava. Bordering Austria and
Hungary it is the only national capital that borders two sovereign states; it is
11.2 miles from the border of Hungary and 37.3 miles from the Austrian
capital Vienna; the latter can be reached using one of the express boats
operating on the Danube. Outside of Bratislava English is not widely
understood and stag and hen parties should be aware that rowdy behaviour
and loud music are not allowed between 10:00pm and 6:00am; boisterous
tourists have been fined or imprisoned for causing a public disturbance.
Bratislava was the coronation and legislative centre of the Kingdom of
Hungary from 1536 to 1783, and in 2017 was ranked as the 3rd richest region
of the EU by GDP (after Hungary and Luxembourg City); it has around 1
million visitors per year.
The city’s most historic buildings are concentrated in the pedestrinised Old
Town where the Town Hall, a distinctive building with its colourful roof, is a
complex of 3 buildings erected in the 14th – 15th centuries and now hosts the
City Museum. The museum is small but certainly worth a look, housing a
collection of strange and unsettling artefacts: torture instruments, the old
town dungeons, antique weapons and armour, and even a cannon-ball that
was shot into the wall by Napoleon's forces in 1809. Michael’s Gate is the
only gate that has been preserved from the medieval fortifications and is one
of the town’s oldest buildings; next to the tower stands the narrowest
building in Europe which was built in the late 18th century after the city walls
were removed. There are many baroque
palaces, the Grassalkovich Palace, built
around 1760, is now the residence of the
Slovak president and the Slovak
government sits in the former
Archiepiscopal Palace. A smaller house
built in the 18th century with historical
(Tourist train Prešporáčik in the Old
32
Town)

10:30am
6:30pm
16

LAST DAY for magazine material for the April edition of the
“Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, Manor Garden,
5 Boot Street, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com
3:30pm

17

Parish Communion
Evensong

Lent Study Group meets at the Rectory

ST PATRICK’S DAY
12:00noon

Whittington Senior Citizens have ‘Brunch’ in the
Senior Citizens’ Hall, cost £5; further details page 11

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

5

19

ST JOSEPH OF NAZARETH
9:30am
Holy Communion
10:30-12:00noon Coffee Morning in church; further details page 12

21

22

7:30pm

Lent Study Group meets at 10 Boot Street

7:30pm

“Sing me and chant it” performed by The
Scholars and Gentlemen in Whittington Parish
Church, admission £10; further details page 10

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT – MOTHERING SUNDAY
8:00am
10:30am

Holy Communion
A Special Family Service – lasting no more than 40
minutes followed by coffee and Simnel cake.
During the service the children will distribute
flowers to their mothers and the ladies of the
congregation – everyone is welcome

7:00pm

‘Bingo’ at the White Lion; further details on page 8

23

3:30pm

Lent Study Group meets at the Rectory

24

12:00 noon

Whittington Senior Citizens monthly lunch at the
White Lion; further details page 11

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

25

12:00 noon

Lenten Lunch; further details page 9

26

9:30am

Holy Communion

7:30pm

Lent Study Group meets at 10 Boot Street

28

CLOCKS GO FORWARD ONE HOUR AT BEDTIME

29

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

30
6

10:30am
4:00pm

Parish Communion
Messy Church

3:30pm

Lent Study Group meets at the Rectory

which equates to a 3.49% increase on a Band D property in the Parish
(increasing the Band D Council Tax Charge by £1.81 to £53.69). The precept
request form was signed by the Chair and the Clerk.
Grant/Donation Requests: The Council agreed to give Grants/Donations to:
The Senior Citizens, The Derwen College (New Agnes Hunt Village appeal)
and Whittington Music Festival. Any further requests will be considered
during the year.
FUTURE MEETING DATES: Tuesday 24th March; Tuesday 28th April;
Tuesday 26th May – to be held at 7:30pm in the Senior Citizens’ Hall
Annual Parish Meeting: Tuesday 19th May 2020 at 6:30pm in the Senior
Citizens’ Hall.
The Agendas for forthcoming meetings are available 3 clear days before the
meeting, either on the Parish Council Website or the two Parish Noticeboards, one in Park Hall and one outside the School. The full minutes (in
draft form) can be read on line two days after each meeting, https://whittingtonpc. com, or via a copy from the Clerk Amy Jones. Tel: 01691 829571.
Email: clerk@whittingtonpc.com
Jill Whitby
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Do You Eat “Seasonally”?
Eco-warriors who lead protest marches may have good intent, but what are
they doing at home? Are they block-paving their gardens or eating
avocados, for example? Alan Titchmarsh, writing in his recent column in
Gardeners’ World, points out: “We cannot berate members of the Royal
family and global superstars for flying hither and yon in private jets if we
buy strawberries in January, for they too, will have necessitated the burning
of fossil fuel to reach our table.” Titchmarsh says that if we really want to
make a difference, we should eat seasonally. “I yearn for a return to ….
English apples and pears in autumn and winter, strawberries and raspberries
in summer, and asparagus from April to June. And while he would not
deprive anyone of “a slice of lemon for their G&T,” he does worry “about
the growing consumption of avocados, which is causing the destruction of
Mexican rainforests to make way for avocado plantations.” So instead of
avocados this month, why not consider some artichoke, beetroot, broccoli,
Brussels sprouts, cabbage (both Savoy and white), carrots, chicory,
cauliflowers, endives, fennel, or spinach, to name but a few of the vegetables
in season in March?
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20mph speed limit is being brought in outside ALL SCHOOLS in
Shropshire.

Extracts from the Parish Registers
for the month of January 2020

It was reported that the resident who has facilitated a petition regarding
speeding traffic on Castle Street will be meeting with Steve Davenport
shortly to present it to Shropshire Council. Councillors reported that they
have never seen the petition but have requested that Councillor Davenport
inform the council when it is received. RESOLVED to note. b) Vehicle
Activated Signs – To receive an update. The Clerk reported that the council
are still awaiting the funds from West Mercia Police so the cheque to
purchase the VAS is still being held by the Clerk. RESOLVED to note.

HOLY BAPTISM

Culture, Leisure and Recreation: The Youth Development Budget was
increased by 2% to enable the parish council to continue supporting the
Youth Club in 2020/21. Any unspent funds from this financial year are to be
ear-marked. A new budget heading was added for ‘Christmas Light Display’
to enable the council to purchase new lights for the tree on the Three Trees
Green; added to this will be the funds raised by the community to support the
purchase of new lights. £2,000 has been included in the budget for Road
Safety Projects which could be used to purchase another VAS or could be
transferred to the ‘Welcome Gate’ budget heading, should more funds be
required once designs have been considered. It was agreed that £1,000 be
retained under the budget heading ‘Garden of Remembrance’ to prepare for
any upcoming formal closure of the churchyard, which could result in the
parish council either taking on the maintenance or supporting Shropshire
Council to do so. The unspent funds from the 2019/20 budget will be earmarked.

“May the Souls of the Faithful Departed Rest in Peace”

Street Lighting: As the energy costs for the new LEDs have not been
confirmed by Shropshire Council for the 2020/21 financial year, it was
agreed that a budget of £6,000 be retained. Once the amount is published by
Shropshire Council, if there is an over estimation, the funds can be moved to
the maintenance budget heading, which has been reduced by 55% as the new
LEDs will be under warranty. A new budget heading of ‘Column / Bracket
Replacements’ was added to enable the council to carry out the work
required on the grade ‘5’ columns and brackets.
2020/21 Budget: The Budget for the year was presented and agreed. Based
on the budget it was RESOLVED to set a parish precept of £49,129.00
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“We welcome you into the Lord’s Family”
19th January 2020

Poppy Marie Hughes
of Belgrave Place, Maesbury

REQUIESCAT IN PACE

17th January 2020

Mark Norwood
aged 57 of Western Avenue

Communicants for the month……...…145
Attendance for the month……….........256
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
CHILDREN’S SOCIETY BOXES
The boxes have been emptied and the money
counted – £598.60. This will now be added
to the £479.00 donated at the Christingle
service making the total sent to the Children’s Society to £923.60; that is up
£154 on last year, so a very big thank you to those who gave so generously.
The Society helps children of all faiths and none, including children at risk
on the streets, disabled children, young refugees, young carers and those
within the youth justice system. Through its parliamentary work and
research, it seeks to influence policy and perceptions at all levels so young
people have a better chance in life. Would you like to support this work?
Then please contact me for a box.
Mike Phipps 01691 670940
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Wet – Physics Professor: “What happens when the human body is immersed
in warm water?”
Student: “The telephone rings.”
7

PLOUGH SUNDAY
Another excellent Plough Sunday Service and
Supper. Will Roberts, Chairman of Whittington and Os Young Farmers
Club, led his team taking the plough down the Church to be blessed by the
Bishop of Shrewsbury, Sarah Bullock. The Bishop gave an excellent farming
related sermon, having worked as a Rural Dean in Yorkshire; she was ably
assisted by our Curate, Jassica.
Over 70 people then had a lovely supper at Oswestry Rugby Club; the table
theme was tractors which was very apt with Jassicas initials being JCB.
Jamie Ward was very generous sponsoring the beef and ham with Pete Todd
of Lo & Slo providing tasty salads and coleslaws. Thank you to Alex
Woollam who supplied the eggs and to all the ladies for the home-made
puddings.
A special mention for Ruth Jones, who worked tirelessly behind the scenes,
and also to Selina Hughes for her help as well.
We raised £535 for the Church plus a further £164 was raised though the
raffle which will go to the Air Ambulance via the YFC.
Mark Jones
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

There is now an opportunity to enjoy a game of Bingo each month at the
Lion; in March it will be on Sunday 22nd March starting at 7:00pm. The
intention is to raise money for local causes whilst having an enjoyable
evening out. Amongst the local charities that have benefitted so far are the
Under 5’s, and the £165 raised in January is going towards the cost of a
second defibrillator which is to be sited at the Castle. So if you enjoy a game
of Bingo and want to help local organisations then come along on the 22nd.
Brian Williams
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Regular Giving Envelopes
The end of the financial year is fast approaching and
you will have noticed that the envelopes in your box
8

 www.westmercia.police.uk

/

@Oscops

Only call 999 in an emergency, when a crime is in progress or life is in
danger; or ring 101 for non-emergency calls. The Police mobile numbers
above will only be answered if the Officer is on duty. If your call is not
answered please leave
Planning: a) To note any planning decisions: None received at date of
agenda.
b) Planning applications for consideration: I. Reference: 19/05570/FUL
(validated 02/01.2020) North Lodge, Twmpath Lane, Gobowen Proposal:
Erection of two-storey rear extension and formation of new en-suite within
existing roof. It was RESOLVED to make a representation with the
following comment: • The parish council have no comments to make on this
application.
c) Consider Planning applications not listed above that are received
after the issue of this agenda and are included on Shropshire Council’s
website. I. Planning Reference 20/00168/FUL DEVELOPMENT
PROPOSED: Substitution of two dwellings (plots 14,21) with six
dwellings; formation of parking areas; creation of additional public open
space Location : Proposed Residential Development West Of Artillery
Road, Park Hall.
d) Planning Applications – For information only: I. Planning Reference:
20/00073/VRW106 Development Proposed: Variation of Section 106 for
planning application number 18/03954/VAR: Proposed Residential
Development West Of, Artillery Road, Park Hall. RESOLVED to note.
KEY ITEMS DISCUSSED: SPEEDING – Castle Street:
Steve
Davenport (Highways) will put in a request for rumble strips/lasers that act
as average speed monitors and count traffic speeds (in both directions). This
will be located outside the Castle and will provide data which will be vital
when considering future projects for this stretch of road and is the first
course of action before doing anything else. The two new roundabouts as
part of the development will naturally slow everything down on this stretch
of road. David Gradwell has been informed of this meeting and what has
been agreed/discussed. The request is still with Dave Gradwell to consider
improving the 30mph signage. Station Road: Excessive speeds are often
witnessed coming into the village from the Oswestry direction, going over
the railway line; the Vehicle Activated Signs should help to improve this.
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Whittington Parish Council News,
Meeting held on 21st January 2020
The Whittington Parish Council Meeting was held on 21st January 2020 and
9 Councillors were present; apologies were received from Councillors
Thompson Lawrence and Beaumont. The Minutes of the Full Council
meeting held on 17th December 2019 were agreed and duly signed as a true
record.
There were 3 members of the public present: Andrew Jones from Chartland
Homes gave a presentation on updated designs for smaller starter houses to
be built at Park Hall in place of large family homes; Gill Jones from the TNS
Foundation gave an update on the Youth Work and a request for further
funding and Lawrence Mortimer gave an update on the Whittington Music
Festival and a request for a donation towards its costs.
Police Community Support Officer Dave Hughes attended the meeting and
reported that during December there had been 9 crimes reported: Assault (5);
Theft (1); Criminal Damage (2) and Concern for Safety (1) within the Parish.
The Chair advised PCSO Hughes of a recent meeting that had taken place
with Shropshire Council regarding speeding on Castle Street.
Your Local Police Officer and Community Support Officers Contact
Numbers: Local Police Officer: - PC 3718 Kate Le’Clere – 07870219518
Police Community Support Officers: - PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes – O78702
19190; and PCSO 40279 Pete Roberts – O7870219019
About your Team: Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and
partners to identify, tackle and solve issues that matter to the community
where you live. Making neighbourhoods safer by cutting day to day crime
and anti-social behaviour is at the heart of keeping people in West Mercia
safe. Thanks to an investment in mobile tablet style computers, these will
enable officers to spend more time on patrol on the street and in
neighbourhoods. Officers will continue to come to people when they need
them and provide a high quality service however you contact us - in person
(on the street, at community bases and at partners and communities together
[PACT] meetings), on the phone or online.
Get in touch - 101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime
 oswestryrn.snt @westmercia.pnn.police.uk
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are rapidly decreasing. New boxes will soon be available at the back of
church; please be sure to pick yours up.
If you have chosen to alter the way you make your donation, for example by
switching to direct debit, would you be so kind as to let me know so that we
do not over-order boxes please; and if you do not use the envelopes scheme
for your regular donation, but would like to, then do get in touch with me.
If you are unable to attend services regularly then by putting your donation
into an envelope each week and putting them on the plate when next you
attend, you can keep track of your gift. I would particularly urge you to do so
if you regularly use a Gift Aid envelope; filling in a Gift Aid form and using
the envelopes is easier for you and more cost effective for us.
Sue Dyke - 650831
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
EASTER FLOWERS
From Mothering Sunday, 22nd March, until Maundy
Thursday 9th April, donations towards Easter flowers can
be placed in the basket on the table at the back of church,
or given to the Rector or Churchwardens.
It has been the custom, here in Whittington, to have Madonna Lilies which
symbolise new life.
Suzan, Rector
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
LENTEN SOUP LUNCHES
During the whole month of March we will be in the
season of Lent and once again the church is looking
forward to enjoying fellowship with anyone who would
like to attend a Lenten Soup Lunch. This is a simple
meal of soup, bread or crackers and cheese – nothing elaborate. It is to show
empathy, in a small way, with those who have little, and to get together with
friends and/or acquaintances you do not know very well yet. If you would
like to participate then please do sign the lists according to your
date/dates of preference which you will find at the back of church: no
host can supply unlimited numbers! Everyone enjoys these social occasions,
and any volunteers to host a lunch should contact the Rector or
Churchwardens please.
9

RECIPE OF THE MONTH

Sing me and chant it
A Concert of Madrigals
and Elizabethan Song
performed in St John the Baptist
Church, Whittington
by
The Scholars and Gentlemen (Director: Mike Donkin)

SATURDAY 21st MARCH
7:30pm
Admission £10 at the door or in advance on 01691 657986
in aid of Whittington Music Festival
This evening of delightful 16th/17th century music is full of love, sex, sadness
and lush pastoral settings. Madrigals were the popular songs of their time,
and though composed chiefly for the entertainment of wealthy grandees,
many went on to become favourites among the common people, and so it
proves with us centuries later!
This is the third visit of Mike Donkin’s excellent 17-strong choral ensemble,
drawn largely from St Oswald’s highly regarded church choir. On the eve of
Mothering Sunday, it’s well worth a family evening out! Get your £10
tickets at the door or ring 01691 657986.
The concert will help support Whittington Music Festival in May, a whole
week of classical and folk music performed by thirty international musicians
equally skilled in both genres. Festival tickets are selling fast and everyone’s
advised to buy them now, either online or from 3 Top Street. Details can be
found at www.whittingtonmusicfestival.org.uk
10
Lawrence Mortimer

You can use your preferred flavour of sausage for this tasty meal. If anyone
does not like chorizo then substitute smoked bacon cut into small pieces.
SMOKEY SAUSAGE CASSOULET (Serves 6)
3 tbsp olive oil
12 sausages
4 large onions, sliced
2 tsp paprika
50g (1¾ oz) chorizo, finely chopped
2 tbsp tomato purée
2 x 400g tins chopped tomatoes
2 tbsp Worcestershire sauce
2 tsp balsamic vinegar
Salt and freshly ground black
400g tin butter beans, drained and rinsed
pepper
Chopped parsley to garnish
Heat 1 tbsp of the oil in a large non-stick frying pan or casserole dish over a
high heat and brown the sausages until golden. Remove with a slotted spoon
and set aside. You may need to do this in batches.
Add the remaining oil to the pan and fry the onions for a few minutes or until
golden brown.
Add the remaining ingredients, except the butter beans and cooked sausages,
and season to taste with salt and freshly ground black pepper.
Simmer over a gentle heat for 20-25 minutes or until the onions are nearly
soft.
Add the butter beans and stir.
Arrange the sausages on top, cover with a lid, and cook for 20 minutes or
until the sausages are completely cooked.
Served garnished with the chopped parsley, and with some green vegetables
alongside.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

CLOCKS GO FORWARD ONE HOUR AT BEDTIME ON
SATURDAY 28th MARCH
27

his first wife. In 1796 a “dig” in the porch floor exposed a wooden coffin but
it remains a mystery as to whether his wish was granted. The rebuilding of
Whittington church on an east-west line could explain that the current porch
may have been the site of the sanctuary at one time.
Morhys of Rosehill
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Gandhi’s salt march against the British
90 years ago, on 12th March 1930, Indian
political and spiritual leader Mahatma Gandhi
led 78 activists and followers on a 23-day
“salt march” to protest against a British tax
on salt and a ban on Indians collecting or
selling it. On 5th April he reached the sea
and made salt, breaking British law. On 4th May he was arrested and
imprisoned.
Thousands of Indians followed Gandhi from his religious retreat near
Ahmedabad to the Arabian Sea coast, a distance of about 240 miles. The
march resulted in the arrest of nearly 60,000 people, including Gandhi
himself.
Gandhi said his resistance to British salt policies would be the unifying
theme for his campaign of ‘satyagraha’, or mass civil disobedience. The
word means ‘truth with insistence’ in Sanskrit. During the salt march –
which Gandhi described as a ‘padyatra’ (a long spiritual march) – he made
many speeches on the injustices of the Indian caste system, which labelled
the lowest classes ‘untouchable’.
17 days after Gandhi’s arrest, the poet Sarojini Naidu led 2,500 marchers on
the Dharasana Salt Works, north of Bombay. They were beaten viciously by
police, which prompted an international outcry. India was granted its
independence in 1947.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Church Magazine Bloomer – Ladies, please don’t forget the rummage sale.
It’s a chance to get rid of those things not worth keeping around the house.
Bring your husbands.
A senior moment – I made a list. I checked it twice. I left it at home.
26

WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers
The monthly lunch at the White Lion is held on the fourth Tuesday of each
month, and this month it is the 24th March. Please get in touch with Val
Hayward if you wish to join us for the two-course roast lunch, the cost of
which is now £8.50 (still good value as a cup of tea or coffee is included in
the price) – Val’s number is 662434. Could you please try and let Val know
if you are unable to attend, by the Friday prior to the lunch, as she needs to
book the meals – thank you.
We decided to hold our annual Pancake Lunch on Tuesday 18th February and
members were served with sandwiches as well as the pancakes which had
been cooked by Marion, our Treasurer.
Events which take place regularly in our hall:
Monday now 1:30pm – whist sessions – open to everyone, beginners or
experienced. Come along and someone will welcome you and show you the
ropes. There is also an evening session on the first Wednesday of each
month.
Wednesday 1:30 pm – Gentle Exercise Class at a cost of £4
Wednesday 1:45 pm – Bridge £2.50 per person including refreshments
Thursday 10:00am there is a coffee morning – all are welcome; come and
chat and enjoy coffee and biscuits (or tea if preferred). We now ask for a
mere £1 for the refreshments.
Thursday 1:30-3:15pm – We enjoy a line dance class led by Steve Mason,
our teacher, the cost is £5. You can leave when you want to. Come and have a
go.
There are also ballet classes held weekly by Eleanor Moss for juniors, during
school term – these are held after school and details are on the notice board
at the hall.
The Youth Club also use the facilities at the hall during the winter months;
this is under the supervision of Wayne Greenshields, courtesy of TNS.
It is never too late to become a member of the club – new members are
always welcome; the current subscription is £7.
11

We have been compiling a list of events for 2020 and have so far decided on
the following:

Through the Lychgate
Beneath your feet

On Tuesday 17th March we will have a “Brunch” at 12:00 noon;
there will be a choice of bacon or sausage baps/rolls and the cost
will be £5; the meat will be obtained from Jamie Ward. As it is
St Patrick’s Day we are asking people to wear something green.
On Tuesday 14th April we will hold our usual Easter Tea. Tuesday 28th April
will be the Annual General Meeting at 1:45pm following our monthly lunch
at the White Lion. On Tuesday 12th May there will be our annual visit to the
Bridgemere Garden Centre. A canal trip is under consideration for June.
If anyone has any suggestions for a day out, please contact one of the
committee or have a word at the White Lion Lunch.
Gillian Roberts (Secretary) 01691 662236
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Coffee & Company
Come and Enjoy
a

Cup of Coffee or Tea
and a chat in

Whittington Church - Thursday 19th March
10:00am – 12:00noon

All are very welcome
Entrance is free
Voluntary Donations to the Church
12

Experience is something you don’t get until just after you need it

My adversaries trample over me all day long they
assault and oppress me.
Psalm 56
Many years have passed since the last “dig” under the parquet floor of the
church. Now the Parochial Church Council Building Committee are once
again discussing improvements to the church heating system, at present with
its old cast iron pipes, and gas boiler, along with the replacement of the
block-flooring which at present has areas of loose blocks.
Members of the congregation present that Sunday morning must have been
shocked when the Rector announced that wet and dry rot had been
discovered in the floor of the Lady Chapel. The mushroom like fungus had
developed due to there being no outside air vents to aid ventilation beneath
the black and white tiled floor. The spores had spread to the pews so they
were removed, and the contractors began the “dig” taking extra precautions
to prevent the soil being removed from contaminating the nave pews and
floor. Excavations uncovered a gravestone; the burial would have taken
place outside of the church’s north wall, before the building of the first Lady
Chapel. A concrete floor and tiles left it undisturbed. Generous donations to
cover the cost of the work along with new chairs to replace the lost pews and
a new carpet were soon forthcoming from individuals in the congregation.
Walking around the outside of the church you can see two entrances to
family vaults beneath the sanctuary and nave floor. The Lloyd family of
Aston Hall, who obtained the Patronage of the church, and one Albany
Lloyd, who served as Rector, have an inscription stone outside the east wall
indicating a burial beneath the sanctuary floor. On the north wall is an
entrance to the Lovett vault, “in 1810 at the rebuilding of the church a
Faculty was granted for a vault to Mrs Lovett of Belmont House.” The parish
register of 1690 records “Catherine, wife of John Jones, was interred in the
Chancell of the church at Whittington.”
Research of parish records would possibly reveal the burials in these vaults;
together with that of the owner of Whittington Castle, Fulk III, who had
requested to be buried in the sanctuary of the church of that time alongside
25

CHILDREN’S PAGE

Did you Know?
That the Church Clock is a manual wind and needs
winding twice a week, also that there are three winding
points: the hour chime; the quarter chime and the
half hour chime. The winding has been voluntary undertaken by Tudor Jones for the last fifteen years but
unfortunately due to ill health he is unable to
continue the winding.
On behalf of the Parochial Church Council and the Parishioners, we would
like to thank Tudor for his dedication in the winding and ensuring the perfect
time keeping during these years.
Many thanks to you Tudor, and we hope that your health continues to
improve.
Mike Brunt
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Taking steps to support Derwen College Charity
Derwen College is holding its 52nd sponsored walk and fun run on Sunday 5th
April starting at 11:00am.
Come and join walkers, runners, and fancy dress fundraisers on their journey
on a 10 kilometre circular route around the Gobowen countryside (with a
shorter 6k option for walkers).
This year, organisers are encouraging participants to add to the fun
atmosphere by donning fancy dress, and are offering prizes for the best
costumes. However it’s the taking part that counts – fancy dress is not
compulsory, just a bit of fun.
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All participants receive a free home-made soup and tea or coffee. Minimum
sponsorship/donation for the walk is £20 and under 12s are free to enter.
Money raised from the event will be used to provide students with the extra
experiences, facilities and equipment they need to progress whilst at college.
Money raised from the event will also go towards the college’s £1million
appeal to modernise the Agnes Hunt Village – a unique housing complex
which enables residential students to learn independent living skills.
13

If you have any questions or would like to volunteer as a marshal, please
contact fundraiser Anna Evans on 01691 661234 ext 395 or email
anna.evans@derwen.ac.uk. Visit https://www.derwen.ac.uk/sponsored-walkinformation/ for information and registration.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Friends of Whittington Cemetery
Work parties are being organised for this month to tidy and clear any debris
or shrubs/saplings from around the graves. We would be grateful if any
Christmas wreathes or flowers that are still on the graves could be removed
otherwise these will be removed during these work parties.
If anyone would like to help at these work parties or require any further
information, please contact either Sally Leppanen (01691 - 658163) or Mike
Brunt (01691 - 661874). If you are unable to help but would like to make a
donation towards the upkeep of the cemetery please make cheques payable
to ‘Friends of Whittington Cemetery’. Thanking you in anticipation.
Mike Brunt
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The man who invented self-raising flour
175 years ago, on 17th March 1845 Henry
Jones, a baker from Bristol, was granted a
patent for his invention of self-raising flour.
Jones was born in Monmouth, Wales, but
he established a bakery in Broadmead,
Bristol. His formula for making self-raising
flour – essentially a process of baking without yeast – was granted a patent in 1845,
and by the end of 1846 it was a runaway
success, and he was soon supplying patent
flour and biscuits to Queen Victoria.
He was granted a patent in the USA on 1st May 1849, and in 1852 the first
gold medal for the new flour was issued to a Chicago firm using the Bristol
formula, but his greatest opponent was the British Admiralty. Jones pointed
out in detail and at length the benefits to seamen of using the new flour
instead of the hard biscuits they were used to, and he received a great deal of
14

And the Stuarts still plotted to win back the throne.
And so that same year, one raw day in December,
The rebellious townsfolk of Salop looked on
While below the old arch of the Shoemaker’s Arbour
They made an example of Tom Anderson
Who was once spared by death on the field of Culloden
Then joined the dragoons but deserted, they say,
Only to die on the banks of the Severn
By firing squad on a cold Winter’s day.
When the black velvet suit was stripped from his body
The Chevalier’s colours were beneath it, it’s said,
Received from the hands of Bonny Prince Charlie
Whose cause like young Thomas is broken and dead.
For its 200 years since Bonny Prince Charlie
Died drunk and embittered, an old man in Rome
While a century ago in the flowers of the Dingle
The old arbour gateway found a new home.
Now who’s to remember the Shoemakers’ Guild
Or the Jacobite rebels who fought for a throne?
And who’s left to grieve for Tom Anderson
But these two hearts of stone?
We are but images of stone
Do us no harm
We can do none
St. Crispin and St. Crispian are we
On the arch of the Shoemaker’s Arbour
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ANSWERS TO FEBRUARY CROSSWORD
ACROSS: 8, Cross-examined. 9, Ash. 10, Apocrypha. 11, Sci-fi.
13, Typical. 16, Visited. 19, Offer. 22, No account. 24, RAC. 25, Sovereign
Lord.
DOWN: 1, Oceans. 2, Hophni. 3, Islamist. 4, Exhort. 5, Omar. 6, On spec.
7, Add all. 12, CBI. 14, Plotting. 15, Awe. 16, Vanish. 17, Starve. 18, Daub
it. 20, Furrow. 21, Recede. 23, Cure.
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to the Dingle in 1879; the arbour includes statues of Crispin and Crispinian,
the patron saints of shoemakers. The gateway is built of stone, and bears the
date of 1679 and the initials, H. P. and E.A.; the wardens of the Shoemakers’
guild at that time. The Shoemakers’ Arbour plays a large part in the song
“Thomas Anderson” by David Harley that describes the execution in 1752 of
a participant in the Jacobite rising of 1745.

support from individual captains and many prominent people.

We are but images of stone
Do us no harm
We can do none
St. Crispin and St. Crispian are we
On the arch of the Shoemaker’s arbour

From 1864 onwards he lived at Court House, Caldicot, Monmouthshire,
where he died on 12th July 1891.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Loneliness and Social Isolation

High above the river on Kingsland we stood
On the gate to the hall of the shoemakers’ guild
Where the bakers, the tailors, the butchers, the smiths
And the saddlers too their guild arbours built.
Each year in procession the guilds gave a show
And marched through the town to the sound of the drum:
Then it’s back to Kingsland to feast and carouse
And enjoy the great day the guild members come.
We are but images of stone
Do us no harm
We can do none
St. Crispin and St. Crispian are we
On the arch of the Shoemaker’s arbour
On the 10th of June 1752
In a house called The Crown that stood on Pride Hill
John Richards’ workmen received a week’s pay
And there they stayed and drank their fill.
When a redcoat patrol chanced to pass by
The men mocked and reviled them with Jacobite songs
And who struck the first blow no-one was sure
But a bloody riot soon raged through the town.
The authorities trembled with passion and fear
When news of this Jacobite outburst was known
For the House of Hanover had won few hearts
22

But it was not until 1855, when his flour was used in the Crimean War –
partly at the request of Florence Nightingale – and was so effective in saving
lives and improving food supplies, that it got the grudging acceptance of the
Admiralty.

Loneliness and social isolation rob people of their memory and may be
linked to dementia, according to new research by the London School of
Economics and Political Science.
The study, involving 11,000 people over 50, found older people who were
lonely lost up to a fifth of their brain power every two years. Those who are
isolated fare far worse as they age compared to those who are more socially
engaged.
We should be mindful of this when contemplating retirement. Too many
people are reliant on their jobs for their social lives. When they stop
working, their social circle shrinks.
It takes a real effort to maintain friendships when you don’t have a common
bond, such as work, and a structure that ensures you interact with people
every day.
We take care to make financial provision for our retirement, but we would be
wise to make plans for our social life too.
Ed: Take another look at this month’s diary and perhaps consider coming to
one of the events listed to get you out of the house – or perhaps invite a
neighbour who does not get out much to come to something with you.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Lullaby – Mother (singing): “By low, my baby…”
Father (overhearing): “That’s right; you tell him to buy low and I’ll teach
him to sell high.”
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On the nonsense of having a lavatory at church
The Rectory
St. James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
This year, the rigours of Lent have taken second place
to a far more pressing matter: the installation of a
lavatory at St James the Least of All.
Personally, I entirely disapprove of this additional sign of decadence in our
moral fibre; we have survived perfectly happily for the last 800 years
without one, so why is there such an urgent need now? And being
surrounded by acres of fields, there seems to be a completely acceptable
alternative.
It also spoils the pleasure I used to take, informing ushers at weddings,
having liberally refreshed themselves at our local pub before the Service,
that we have no facilities and that they would just have to wait. Their look of
pained resignation, developing to clear signs of repentance as the Service
progressed, was most cheering. It also meant that wedding parties did not
linger after the Service but disappeared with commendable speed to safe
havens.
I anticipate that now we have the thing, a sub-committee will form to devise
a commissioning Service for the person who will be in charge of its
maintenance. I can already foresee Lady Bartlett proposing an appropriate
set of robes for the office holder – although it will need some tact to select
suitable insignia on the sleeves.
In fact, the project has not been entirely successful; we still need to have a
lock fitted and so at present, occupants have been advised to sing hymns
loudly. A hymn book has been installed as an aide memoire.
The greater difficulty arises from our antiquated plumbing system. A
member of the congregation can leave a Service perfectly discreetly; they
can enter the lavatory unseen by anyone, but on flushing, water is drawn
through pipes running the length of the inside of the building with a
thunderous roar.
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THE DINGLE, SHRERWSBURY
The Dingle, this month’s cover picture, is the centre-piece of Shrewsbury’s
town-centre park, which was created in 1719, covers 29 acres and is known
as the Quarry. The area was formerly a stone quarry, known between 1324
and 1588 as the Wet or Water Quarry because of its liability to flood. It was
quarried for both stone and clay and the project to clear out the Dingle and
then plant it was funded by the Shropshire Horticultural Society; the
ornamental gardens opened in 1879, featuring many flower beds and
borders, with ponds and fountains. Although there are still formal planted
beds, in recent years the planting scheme has become more naturalistic in
style, reflecting modern tastes.
A statue of the goddess Sabrina was carved from stone by Peter Hollins of
Birmingham in 1846 and presented by the Earl of Bradford in 1879. The
inscription on the statue is based on a poem by John Milton (1608–1674). In
myth, Sabrina was a nymph who drowned in the River Severn.
Sabrina fair,
Listen where thou art sitting
Under the glassie, cool, translucent wave,
In twisted braids of lilies knitting
The loose train of thy amber-dropping hair;
Listen for dear honour’s sake,
Goddess of the silver lake,
Listen and save.
There are numerous memorial benches and plaques within the Dingle; of
special interest for keen gardeners is a bust of the head of Percy Thrower,
formerly Shrewsbury Parks Superintendent who created the formal gardens.
Percy became Superintendent in 1946, expecting to stay only 4 or 5 years; he
stayed for 28, during which time he became the first television gardener.
Many others visit to see the pond where a young Charles Darwin would fish
for newts. According to local legend, the Dingle is haunted by the ghost of
Mrs Foxall, a local woman who was burnt at the stake nearby in the 16th
century as punishment for witchcraft and murder.
Another feature in the Dingle is the Shoemakers’ Arbour. Associated with a
pre-Victorian town festival, and originally sited in Kingsland, it was moved
21

years have been league champions, and qualified to play in two European
Championship competitions. Facilities at The Venue are very welcoming and
accessible – if you’ve never been along to watch a first team match, why not
give it a go, or if you’ve not been along for a while the team would be
grateful for your support. Entry fees are just £8 for adults and £4 for
concessions and children. All home matches include pre-match children and
young people’s pitch and/or junior fanzone activities.
Details of forthcoming home fixtures in February/March are:
Saturday 29th February: TNSFC v Newtown – Kickoff 2:30pm
Friday 6th March: TNSFC v Barry Town – Kickoff 8:00pm
Saturday 28th March: TNSFC v Bala Town – Kickoff 2:30pm
For further information contact Wayne.greenshields@tnsfcfoundation.org.uk
WHITTINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
The February meeting was chaired by Ruth Haile and began with the singing
of Jerusalem; business matters followed and items in the county newsletter
were discussed. Ruth then introduced our speaker for the evening, Alison
Utting, who gave us a very informative talk, accompanied with a slide show,
about the life and work of Eglantyne Jebb.
Members of the Jebb family still live at The Lyth, Ellesmere and Eglantyne,
who was named after a flower, and was a talented artist and photographer,
was instrumental in starting the charity “Save the Children.” We discovered
that the family had many local connections, not just with Ellesmere, but with
Whittington and Rhiwlas as well. A vote of thanks to Alison was made by
Kath Griffiths.
Refreshments for the evening were made and served by Shirley Brain and
Lynn Williams. Julie Sheffield brought along some envelopes of wild flower
seeds and also a raffle prize, all of which she had made; the latter raised £18
for WI funds and was won by Margaret Hulson. The ‘Flower of the month’
competition was won by Margaret Nicholas, Julie Sheffield came second and
Susan Barclay third.
A litter pick-up is planned for 13th March and we will meet at the Three
Trees at 2:00pm. Our monthly meeting in March will be our Spring Show
and members are requested to have their entries in the Community Centre
between 4:30 – 5:00pm please.
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I am sure that in your worship centre you will have lavish cloakrooms
furnished with colour co-ordinated walls and towels, baby-changing facilities
and video monitors relaying everything going on in the service. But we are
made of sterner stuff, and I maintain that our congregation should be grateful
that they now a lavatory at all. And to think that someone suggested it should
even have heating!
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
MARCH at Whittington Castle
Car Boot Sale – £6 per car – from
8:30am – open 9:00ish. Sorry NO trade
stands – No need to book, just turn up
28th/29th March American Civil War Society –
Living History Weekend £3 per adult
and FREE ENTRANCE for Children
Open 10:00am – 4:00pm –The ACWS’ is holding its
training event at the Castle this year. Come along and see
the infantry, cavalry (subject to availability) and artillery
being put through their drill, wander through the authentic
living history encampments of the Union and Confederate
forces and listen for the crackle of muskets as you are taken
back to 1861 – 1865 American Civil War. Please note there
will also be gunfire at this event.
22nd March

Sue Ellis, Castle Manager – Telephone 01691 662500
E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk -Website: ww.whittingtoncastle.co.uk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Colourful writing: The foreign student, writing a letter to the superintendent
of the mission society, desired to end with the words: ‘May Heaven preserve
you.’
Not being quite confident of the meaning of ‘preserve’, he looked it up in a
dictionary. When the letter reached the director, it ended with the words:
‘And may Heaven pickle you.’
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Do you remember? – 40 years ago on 21st March 1980 in the soap opera
Dallas, the character J R Ewing was shot by an unseen assailant. This led to
the famous catchphrase ‘Who shot J.R.?’ The answer (Kristin Shepard) was
revealed that November.
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Across:
1
The earth is one (6)
4
‘On a hill far away stood an old — cross’ (6)
7
‘I am the — vine and my Father is the gardener’ (John 15:1) (4)
8
The Caesar who was Roman Emperor at the time of Jesus’ birth
(Luke 2:1) (8)
9
‘Your — should be the same as that of Christ Jesus’(Philippians 2:5)
(8)
13
Jesus said that no one would put a lighted lamp under this (Luke
16
Involvement (1 Corinthians 10:16) (13)
8:16) (3)
17
Armed conflict (2 Chronicles 15:19) (3)
19
Where the Gaderene pigs were feeding (Mark 5:11) (8)
24
What jeering youths called Elisha on the road to Bethel (2 Kings
2:23) (8)
25
The Venerable — , eighth-century Jarrow ecclesiastical scholar (4)
26
8 Across issued a decree that this should take place (Luke 2:1) (6)
27
Come into prominence (Deuteronomy 13:13) (6)
Down:
1
Where some of the seed scattered by the sower fell (Matthew 13:4)
(4)
2
Sexually immoral person whom God will judge (Hebrews 13:4) (9)
3
Gospel leaflet (5)
4
Physical state of the boy brought to Jesus for healing (Mark 9:18)
5
Tugs (anag.) (4)
6
To put forth (5)
10
Nationality associated with St Patrick (5)
11
Leader of the descendants of Kohath (1 Chronicles 15:5) (5)
12
‘After this, his brother came out, with his hand grasping — heel’
(Genesis 25:26) (5)
13
At Dothan the Lord struck the Arameans with — at Elisha’s request
(2 Kings 6:18) (9)
14
‘Peter, before the cock crows today, you will — three times that you
know me’ (Luke22:34) (4)
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15
18
20
21
22
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Spit out (Psalm 59:7) (4)
‘When I — , I am still with you’ (Psalm 139:18) (5)
Concepts (Acts 17:20) (5)
Thyatira’s dealer in purple cloth (Acts 16:14) (5)
Does (anag.) (4)
The second set of seven cows in Pharaoh’s dream were this (Genesis
41:19) (4)

The New Saints Football Club
The New Saints FC ground is at The Venue, Park Hall, and the team are
currently champions of the JD Cymru Premier League; and for the last eight
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