WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

PARISH SERVICES

WOMENS INSTITUTE:

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre
Secretary: Mrs Joyce Howard

SUNDAY SERVICES:

Tel:656389

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:

Joint - Chairman: Paul Jones
Andy Cawthray
Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis

Tel:679542
Tel:657178
Tel:662500

8:00am Holy Communion
10:30am Parish Communion
(All Age Eucharist as announced)
6:30pm Evensong (3rd Sunday of each month)
First Sunday in the Month

6:30pm Holy Communion According to the
Book of Common Prayer

BELL RINGING:

WEEKDAYS:

Holy Communion - Thursday 9:30am
Choir Practice Friday 5:30pm

6pm- 7.15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre.
Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere
Tel:624390

RECTOR:

Reverend Sarah Burton
Tel:238658
e.mail: whittington.church@yahoo.com

BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:

CHURCHWARDENS:

Details from Brian Rothera

Tel:657778

BROWNIES, GUIDES:

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen)
The Manse, St Martins Road, Gobowen
Tel:658016
e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com
WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions
Leaders: Dawn and Mandy
Meet in the Community Centre 9am – 3pm

Tel:670127

SENIOR CITIZENS:

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning
All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall
Secretary: Mrs Gillian Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington

Tel:662236

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE:

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White
Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm. This will now be the
only stop in the village.
CHURCH WEB-SITE ADDRESS:
www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk
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Mr I Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk
Mrs G Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com

Tel:681036

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington
Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington

Tel:656389
Tel:659562

ORGANIST: Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall

Tel:662116

Tel:662236

MAGAZINE:
Editor:
Miss A Ward, 4 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington Tel:672838
eaw4@btinternet.com
Distribution:

Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road

Tel:659385

WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL

Headteacher:

Mr Sean Sibley
e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk

Tel:662269
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WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

“THE RIPPLE”
(Whittington Parish Church Magazine)
Vol 28 No 1

CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY:

Mr Andy Cawthray, e.mail: andy_ian@hotmail.com
May 2015
‘Who is My Neighbour?’
We are now on the final countdown to the election. Have you
decided how to vote yet? What are the different things you think
about as you make this decision - will your understanding of the Christian
faith have any influence on the way you vote?
Earlier this year, the bishops of the Church of England issued a letter to help
Christian people think through some of the issues surrounding the election
from a perspective of faith. The letter, which has the title ‘Who is my
neighbour?’ is carefully written to avoid prioritisation of particular political
policies or parties. Its aim is to look at ways in which Christian values might
helpfully inform the political debate.

Tel:657178

CRICKET SECRETARY/BOOKING SECRETARY:

Mr Brian Whitley, email: brianwhitley2005@yahoo.co.uk
THE BOWLING SECRETARY:

Mrs Jacqui Whitley
e.mail: jacquiwhitley@yahoo.com

Tel:830901

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY:

Mrs Kath Griffiths

Tel:662116

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON
AND WEST FELTON

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG
e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk
Tel:650488
WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Here is a selection of thoughts from the letter:
 ‘The privileges of living in a democracy mean that we should use
our votes thoughtfully, prayerfully, and with the good of others in
mind, not just our own interests’.

Mrs A. S. Cowley, “Pear Tree” Cottage, Treflach Oswestry
(Clerk to the Council) – Held the fourth Tuesday in the month
ascowley.whitpc@sky.com
http://www.2shrop.net/whitpc

Tel:659496

SHROPSHIRE YOUTH SERVICE

 ‘We are called to love our neighbour as ourselves. This is the
starting point of the church’s engagement with society, politics and
national life.’
 ‘Jesus said, “I came that they might have life, and have it
abundantly” (John 10). A Christian approach to politics must be
driven by this vision: enabling all people to live good lives, with the
chance to realise their potential as individuals and together as
people.
 Christians believe that God alone is Lord of creation and our
allegiance to any other system or power is only possible so long as it
2

Rural Mobile visits the village on Tuesday 6:15pm – 8:00pm
Bus parks opposite the “Premier” Shop, Whittington.
Open to the young people between the ages of 13 – 20 yrs.
Contact: Wendy Stockton, Shropshire Council Youth Worker.

Tel:654175

BAPTISM SECRETARY

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk

Tel:681036

WEDDING SECRETARY

Mrs Ann Jones, Springfield, Station Road, Whittington

Tel:662356
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of the city's famous harbour. Exhibits also include reconstructions of various
typical rooms, from the hall of a 17th century merchant's home to an air raid
shelter from World War II. The museum is housed in an impressive building
crowned by a tower designed to look like a lighthouse and dating back to
1922 when the museum opened; the central courtyard has been covered with
a glass ceiling and the space is now used for exhibitions, concerts and other
events.
St. Michaelis was a humble little church in 1647 when construction began on
the grand building that stands today before suffering major damage in World
War II. Michaeliskirche offers tours of the 270 foot (82m) tower; the crypt,
which contains the bodies of Johann Mattheson and Carl Philipp Emanuel
Bach, two more German music composers. The tower has a magnificent
viewing platform which can be reached either by lift or climbing 452 steps;
the advantage of taking the steps is that you get to see the bells and the
famous clock machinery on your way up.
Hamburg is also conveniently located for visits to the quaint towns of
Blankenese, Lubeck and Hameln, which all offer great sightseeing
opportunities.

makes no claims which compromise our allegiance to God.
Christians should be wary of accumulations of power wherever they
take place…Where the state or the market, or any other powers,
claim too much and stifle human flourishing, people are divided
from one another and God’s sovereignty is mocked.
 ‘The time has surely come to move beyond mere ‘retail politics’,
where parties tailor their policies to the groups whose votes they
need, regardless of the good of the majority…Instead of treating
politics as an extension of consumerism, we should focus on the
common good, the participation of more people in developing a
political vision and constructive ways to talk about communities and
how they relate to one another.
 ‘There is a deep contradiction in the attitudes of a society which
celebrates equality in principle yet treats some people, especially the
poor and vulnerable, as unwanted, unvalued and unnoticed.’
 ‘It is vital to move beyond the superficial equality of free consumers
in a market place of relationships and to see the virtues in the
relationships of family and community which are given, not chosen.’
 ‘Our grandchildren’s future, not just the wants of the moment, must
be factored into economic and political priorities.’
If anyone would like to read the full letter, I have placed a copy at the back
of church. The full text can also be found on the Church of England website:
https://churchofengland.org/media/2170230/whoismyneighbour-pages.pdf
There is plenty of food for thought here: not only as we cast our votes on 7 th
May; but also in the months that follow with a newly formed government.
What kind of society do we want for ourselves, our neighbours, and future
generations?
Love from
Sarah
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
8:00am
10:30am
6:30pm

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Holy Communion according to the Book of
Common Prayer

10:30am-5:00pm Open Gardens in aid of Save the Children
(further details elsewhere in this edition of “The
Ripple)
4

MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY

5

9:30am

Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

6

7:30pm

Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens’ Hall with
light refreshments - £1

7

9:30am

Holy Communion

10:00am

Coffee followed by Bible Study; further details in
this edition of “The Ripple”

8

70th ANNIVERSARY of VE DAY (VICTORY IN EUROPE)

9

8:00am

4

The May Prayer Breakfast to support Ben Mayho,
The Schools Christian Project Worker, will be held
at Chirk Methodist Church; if you would like to
attend please telephone Lynn Carroll-01691 659385
by Wednesday 6th May

like tea, cocoa, silk, and oriental carpets. Known as the Speicherstadt, this
historic section of the Free Port has been turned into a tourist attraction by
the addition of an open air theatre, spice museum, an old Russian submarine
open for exploration as well as a few other little museums and some regular
art exhibitions. Just wandering through the narrow cobblestone streets and
exploring the small waterways lined by old warehouses is fun; the
Speicherstadt is illuminated at night by light shows which create an
enchanting spectacle, particularly if viewed from a boat on a harbour night
tour. The Altona Fish Market - which sells a lot of things apart from fish - is
also a must.
Children will love a visit to the world's largest model railway at Miniature
Wonderland; with more than 4,000
square metres of floor space it is the
most visited permanent exhibit in
Northern Germany. There are 900
trains with 12,000 carriages; as well
as 300,000 lights; 200,000 trees and
200,000 human figures. Sections
include Southern Germany; the
Austrian Alps; Hamburg and the
Coast; America; Scandinavia;
Switzerland; France; Italy and the UK. There is so much detail in the model
world that you can examine it for hours and never get bored - some of the
scenarios are very amusing and the little people are portrayed doing all sorts
of things. It can get very crowded, especially in the peak summer months, so
it is best to book your ticket in advance online to avoid waiting.
In the middle of Hamburg is an oasis of green lawns, trees, flowers and
fountains providing a lovely backdrop to relax in. You can stroll around the
Japanese garden and enjoy the tropical flower collections and teahouse, have
a picnic or read a book. Children will enjoy the playgrounds, pony rides,
miniature golf, roller rink and ice skating rink. There are concerts and
theatrical performances on a regular basis and in the summer there are
evening concerts with light shows at the fountains. If you're looking for an
open area to do some jogging or walking Planten un Blomen is ideal.
The Hamburg Museum gives a detailed description of the city of Hamburg
from the 8th – 20th centuries with scale models illustrating the changing shape
33

TRAVELLER’S TALES

10

8:00am
10:30am
4:00pm

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Messy Church

6:30pm

Churches Together in Oswestry District United
Service for Christian Aid Week at Oswestry Parish
Church

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play at Whittington Rectory

7:30pm

Concert 1 Whittington International Music Festival

13

7:30pm

Concert 2 Whittington International Music Festival

14

ASCENSION DAY

HAMBURG
Hamburg, birthplace of Felix Mendelssohn, is Germany’s second largest city
and lies on the Elbe River. The city has a network of canals that rival those
of Venice (it is said to have more bridges than Venice) and is centred on two
artificial lakes. Because of all the water Hamburg is also known as
Germany's ‘green city’ and has over 1,400 parks and gardens. Modern
buildings sit cheek by jowl with historic Baroque and Renaissance
architecture, and by night the neon lights dazzle all-night revellers,
particularly in the city's notorious red light district, the Reeperbahn.
Hamburg was founded in 810 by Charlemagne and earned its place in history
by becoming the most strategic port in the Hanseatic League of North
German cities which controlled trade in the Baltic and North Seas between
the 13th – 15th centuries. A great fire destroyed much of the city in 1842, and
a century later World War II bombing raids again laid it waste. The city's
tourist board claims that Hamburg is now home to more millionaires per
capita than any other city in Europe.
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9:30am

Holy Communion

10:00am

Coffee followed by Bible Study; further details in
this edition of “The Ripple”

1:00pm

Concert 3 Whittington International Music Festival

7:00pm

Whittington Women’s Institute meets in the
Community Centre; Speaker: David Shearan
Topic: Walking Across Wales

15

7:30pm

Concert 4 Whittington International Music Festival

16

Christian Aid Week Ends

High season for travel to Hamburg is during the summer months, but then
attractions are crowded and prices are at a premium. The summer weather is
not even that much of an advantage as Hamburg is notoriously wet and
windy most of the year, so the best time to visit is spring.
There is little genuinely old
architecture left in the old
town and most of the sights
of interest are centred on its
maritime traditions,
particularly in the harbour
area, where the warehouse
district (Alster Arkaden) has
been transformed into an
entertainment destination
offering a variety of shops, cafes and restaurants. The world's oldest
warehouse complex, built of red brick with Gothic gables and turrets, is a
century old and still in use for storing exotic goods from around the world,
32

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

7:30pm
17

Concert 5 Whittington International Music Festival

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
8:00am
10:30am

NO SERVICE
Music Festival Service – all are welcome

7:30pm

Concert 6 Whittington International Music Festival
5

18

LAST DAY for magazine material for the May edition of the
“Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, 4 Rosehill
Avenue, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com
2:00-4:00pm

Oswestry & District Association for the Elderly
‘Spring Concert’ at Lorne Street Centre, Oswestry;
Admission £3 including tea and biscuits; further
details elsewhere in this edition of “The Ripple”

19

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

21

9:30am

Holy Communion

10:00-12:00noon Coffee Morning in church; further details
elsewhere in this edition of “The Ripple”
7:30pm

24

The Filling Station; further details elsewhere in
this edition of “The Ripple”

PENTECOST – WHIT SUNDAY
8:00am
10:30am
6:30pm

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Evensong

25

BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY

26

12:00 noon

Senior Citizens’ Lunch at the White Lion - £6;
further details elsewhere in this edition of “The
Ripple”

Date and time of the next meeting: The date and time of the next Parish
Council meeting is Tuesday 24th March 2015 commencing at 7:30pm in the
Senior Citizens’ Hall.
Paul Thompson-Lawrence
(This article is a brief outline of the main discussion points for the WPC
meeting and does not represent a formal record. For an official copy of the
minutes please contact the Parish Clerk or look on the Parish Website
www.shrop.net/WhitPC)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ANSWERS TO APRIL’S CROSSWORD
ACROSS: 1, Cosmic. 4, Thomas. 8, In his. 9, Delaiah. 10, Falwell.
11, Water. 12, Recovered. 17, Sidon. 19, Radiant. 21, Centaur. 22, Broil.
23, Eleven. 24, Prison.
DOWN: 1, Cliffs. 2, Scholar. 3, Issue. 5, Holy war. 6, Moist. 7, Sphere.
9, Deliverer. 13, Candace. 14, Deacons. 15, Psyche. 16, Stolen. 18, Dance.
20, Debar.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
When Children and RE mix…
When children meet the Bible the result can be unpredictable; as in these
answers to a school chaplain’s efforts to teach RE….
The main purpose of the prophets was to set up the lights for when Jesus
came on the stage.
The Kingdom of God is no ordinary place like the bathroom at home.
Jesus healed a man with a weathered hand.
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9:30am

Holy Communion

10:00am

Coffee followed by Bible Study; further details in
this edition of “The Ripple”

Some of the seed from the sower was curried off by Satan.
The last verses of Mark’s gospel were written later by a unanimous person.
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WHIT SUNDAY

An example of Holy Orders are the Ten Commandments.

8:00am
10:30am

An epistle is the wife of an apostle.

6

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
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communities to accommodate the impact of new development, National
Government has determined that a proportion of total Community
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) monies should be provided directly to Town and
Parish Councils as a Neighbourhood Fund. The Parish Council will in due
course receive a payment of £38,645.42.
Whittington Parish Plan Steering Group meeting: At the meeting on 17th
March items were collated, packed, addressed and subsequently posted to
every household in the Parish. Shropshire Community Council will collate
and summarise the results of the survey.
Oswestry CCTV visit – West Mercia Police: The Council discussed the
possibility of visiting the CCTV Control Room at Oswestry Police Station. It
was considered to be a good idea and would inform the Councillors of what
surveillance systems were already in place for other Councils in the area and
the possibilities and benefits of installing equipment in Whittington. A date
and time would be agreed for the visit in due course.
Wingate Way - Park Hall- Green Space Project: Following on from last
month the Housing Association have now advised the Parish Council that
twenty-three survey forms had been received back from residents. The
majority had suggested that the area should just have trees, plants and
wildlife on the site. A number of local residents have shown an interest in
being involved.
Footway Lighting: Councillors reported where street lamps were out at
night or coming on in the day. It was noted that the lamp at the junction of
Whittington Road and Drenewydd had been repaired and two new lamp
heads and a lamp post had been replaced in Park Hall.
Play area at Fitzgwarine:The Play Area equipment had been mended by
P&W Contracting Services Ltd and the Gate is now shutting properly and it
is open for use.
Garden of Remembrance: It was noted at the meeting that the Council
were still waiting for the path to be compacted.
Date and time of the next meeting: The date and time of the next Parish
Council meeting is Tuesday 28th April 2015 commencing at 7:0pm in the
Senior Citizens’ Hall.
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ADVANCE NOTICE
JUNE
27
7:30pm

The Very Nice Production Company will perform
‘Songs from the Musicals’ in Whittington Church,
tickets £10 in aid of church funds; further details
elsewhere in this edition of “The Ripple”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Extracts from the Parish Registers
for the month of March 2015
HOLY BAPTISM
“We welcome you into the Lord’s Family”
8th March 2015

Lexie Mary Holmes
of Cabin Lane, Oswestry

22nd March 2015

Archer Lloyd Fosbrook
and Barnaby Sampson Fosbrook
of Station Road

REQUIESCAT IN PACE
“May the Souls of the Faithful Departed Rest in Peace”
28th March 2015

Marion Ruth Davidson
aged 94 of Meadowbrook Court, Gobowen

Communicants for the month……..274
Attendance for the month…………...483
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
EASTER FLOWERS
Many thanks to everyone who gave so generously
towards flowers to decorate our church for Easter.
As usual the ladies worked very hard and provided a
beautiful display to set off the Easter Experience
displays. The donations amounted to £78.50, a
wonderful amount. Thank you all so much.
Barbara Phipps
7

LENT SOUP LUNCHES
Once again the four ‘Lent Soup Lunches’ were very well supported and
made £295 for church funds. A coffee morning with hot cross buns at the
home of Dr Wyn and Beryl Jones was also a tremendous success raising a
further £416. A Soup Evening organised by Ann Hughes and Brenda Davies
made £150 which was donated to the Friends of St John the Baptist.
The raffle prizes were won by Ann Ellis, Barbara Molesworth, Eleanor
Ingman-Stone, Ces Walen, Barbara Phipps, Mary Dyke, Christine Roberts
and Frances Savage. Many thanks go to those who hosted the various
events, those who donated the raffle prizes and to all those to attended.
Rachel Wigley
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
With Apologies
My very sincere apologies for causing such a disturbance in the Easter
morning service, and especially for so comprehensively wrecking Sarah's
sermon. I didn't plan it! I was treated with great kindness and skill by the
medics, and was seen within 15 minutes of arriving at Shrewsbury Accident
and Emergency. They quickly diagnosed what is apparently known in the
trade as heart block, which is nowhere near as bad as it sounds. It simply
means that the electrical impulses which control the heart beat are not getting
through, so the heart sometimes misses a beat, or two, or three, or......
The day after Bank Holiday Monday I was trundled off to Telford and fitted
with a shiny new pacemaker, so there will be no stopping me now. I was
home on Wednesday and back working in the garden on Thursday.
I'm very grateful for the prayers and concern of so many people.
Thank you. Philip
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Blessing - It was the five year old boy’s first trip down to the Communion
rail at church. Fascinated, he watched the vicar place a wafer in the palm of
each person kneeling before him. When the vicar reached the little boy, he
ignored the child’s out-stretched palm, and laid his hand on the child’s head
in a gentle blessing instead. The boy, utterly bewildered, whispered to his
father in a piercing voice; “He’s put it on my head!”
8

can select your own area where the local officers will be putting on local
information. This is new and there may be teething problems.
5. Internet fraud is a significant problem. Often it is carried out from abroad
and nothing can be done legally to recover any losses. A lady in Ruyton-XITowns gave £17,000 to an on-line fraudster. If it seems too good to be true
it is!
6. There were discussions on traffic management - speed humps are not
always effective. Engineering out the problem is often the best solution but
not always the cheapest. The Police are not keen to carry out speeding
campaigns if there is a sudden drop from the National limit to 30 miles
per hour without effective warning.
7. Rural Watch was run by a volunteer within the Police - it was unfunded.
He has moved on and the coverage is now patchy. The Police are hoping to
reintroduce a better service through the improved local areas of the main
website.
8. There have been some staffing changes and two new Community Support
Officers have been recruited for our area. Once they are trained, it is hoped
we will get more of a presence at Parish Council meetings. Officers are only
allowed to go if they are on duty at the time of the meeting (they cannot go
in their own time and claim time off).
Planning: 14/03946/FUL – Construction of a Solar Farm at Rhosygadfa,
Gobowen – Amendments to the original application. The Council is still not
in agreement with this application as there are still many issues with it and
will be responding accordingly.
15/00760/FUL – Perry Farm, Berghill Lane – Erection of a Single Storey
extension.
15/00979TCA – Carry out quarter crown reduction and remove overhanging limb to 1 Wych Elm within Whittington Conservation Area – Three
Chimneys, Station Road.
??
15/00910/OUT – Proposed dwelling at High Level, Station House, Station
Road – Outline application for one dwelling (refer to original
07/15037/OUT)
Permission Refused:- 14/00910/OUT – Valve House, Hindford – Outline
application for erection of 5 dwellings.
Town and Parish Council Neighbourhood Fund April 2015: To help
29

Whittington Parish Council News,
Meeting held on 24th March 2015
There were nine Parish Councillors and the Clerk at the meeting.
Community Police Incident report for February 2015:
Anti-Social Behaviour – 4 incidents; 1 in Fitzalan Close of noisy
neighbours; 1in Weston Avenue of a vehicle access nuisance; another in
Weston Avenue when several local youths were causing a nuisance and 1 at
Whittington Castle of vehicle nuisance on the car park.
Burglary – Non Dwelling – 2 incidents; 1 at Whittington Castle of an
attempted break-in into out-buildings and 1 of attempted burglary at
premises at Whittington Business Park.
Burglary – Dwelling – A broken window at Park Hall.
Theft – 2 incidents; 1 of theft by an employee of computer equipment and 1
in Burma Road of theft of outside furniture
Your Team & Contact Numbers: Local Police Officer – PC 3718 Kate
Le’Clere – 07792 774 024; Police Community Support Officer – PCSO 6412
Dave Hughes – 07792 774 047 or PCSO 6424 Charlie Iremonger – 07792
We are currently carrying out speed enforcement in the villages and have
managed to borrow a radar gun that has a sign attached to show motorists
what speed they are travelling at, this is proving successful so far. We have
been informed that the Department of Vehicle Licensing Authority has been
clamping vehicles locally that have no road tax paid on them.

Music Festival Special Service
Full details of this month’s International Chamber Music Festival were given
in the April Ripple (and you can always remind yourself by visiting
www.whittingtonmusicfestival.org.uk). Eleven world-class musicians will be
resident in the village, offering six wonderful concerts of the totally
accessible music of the great Felix Mendelssohn from 12th-17th May. You
can probably get tickets on the door, but to be on the safe side, buy them in
advance at our new Post Office counter.
On the final day (Sunday 17th), there will be a special Music Festival Service
in church at 10:30am. (Please note there will be no 8:00am service that day).
It will be an informal service led by Canon Lawrence Mortimer on the theme
of ‘Journeying,’ and will
take Mendelssohn’s 1829
Grand Tour round Britain
as its focus. Our special
guest is Stephen
Carpenter, who till
recently headed up the
famous Orchestra of the
Age of the Enlightenment:
he’s a Mendelssohn
enthusiast and will project
pictures the composer painted himself during the trip and play excerpts of
the music inspired by it, including the popular Hebrides Overture.

At the most recent Five Perry Parishes Local Joint Committee meeting it was
reported that:-

We shall also sing Mendelssohn’s best-loved hymn “Hark the herald angels
sing”, with new words written specially for the Festival! And of course, the
service will end with the Wedding March.

1. West Mercia Police do not have a dedicated transport division. There are
mobile cameras that police vehicles can borrow but there is often not the
time to carry out a speeding campaign - if on a ‘call’ that takes priority.
2. House burglaries are at a low level.
3. Shed burglaries are a hot topic - theft of power tools, theft of heating oil or
red diesel.
4. There are local websites on the main West Mercia police website - you
28

Do come along to this special Festival service, and join the journey.
Lawrence Mortimer
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Married - How many women can one man marry? A little boy who attended
his first wedding worked that one out pretty quick: the answer is 16. It is
easy, if you think about it. Four better, four worse, four richer, four poorer,
comes to 16.
9

Children’s Page

SAVE THE CHILDREN

PLANT SALE & TWO OPEN GARDENS

Fun Cat Facts –

Found in church pew-sheets….

There are over 500 million domestic cats in the world.
Cats conserve energy by sleeping for an average of 13 to 14
hours a day.
A group of cats is called a clowder;
a male cat is called a tom and a
female cat is called a molly or queen.
Domestic cats usually weigh around
4 – 5 kilograms (8 lb 13 oz – 11 lb).
When cats walk their back paws step almost exactly in the
same place as the front paws did beforehand, this keeps
noise to a minimum and limits visible tracks.
Cats have excellent hearing and a powerful sense of smell.
Domestic cats love to play; this is especially true of kittens
who love to chase toys and play fight. Play fighting may be a
way for them to practise and learn skills for hunting and
fighting.
On average cats live for around 12 to 15 years.
Cats spend a lot of time licking their coats to keep them
clean.
Feral, or wild, cats are often seen as pests and a threat to
other native animals.

The youth group will be presenting Shakespeare’s ‘Hamlet’ in the church
hall this Friday at 7:00pm; the congregation is warmly invited to attend this
tragedy.
Weight Watchers will meet at 7:00pm at the parish church; please use the
large double door at the side entrance.
10

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Mothers and teenagers – A woman was confiding in her neighbour just
how hard it was for her to get her teenagers out of bed in the morning. The
neighbour replied that she never had any trouble at all with her son. “I just
open the door and throw the cat on the bed,” she explained. The woman was
puzzled, and asked how that might help. “Easy. My son sleeps with the dog.”
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SUNDAY 3rd MAY
10:30am – 5:00pm
Reg. Charity no: 213890

Garden Croft, Daisy Lane, SY11 4EA
A recently planted garden with perennials (some Welsh),
vegetable beds, new trees and wild flowers.
PLANTS FOR SALE at modest prices, Raffle.

and Westbourne House, Top Street, SY11 4DR
A country cottage set in a prize-winning artistically planted garden;
ornamental fish pond and ‘Monet Bridge’
Shropsire Wildlife Stand, Master Composters,
Kinnerton Morris Dance at 12:00 noon
and the Haslington Hawkestra
Refreshments available
Proceeds to: SAVE THE CHILDREN
Parking area --- Dogs on leads welcome at Garden Croft

RECIPE OF THE MONTH
SALTED CARAMEL MERINGUE PIE
120g (4 oz) wholemeal flour
120g (4 oz) unsalted butter
60g (2 oz) golden syrup
60g (2 oz) soft light brown sugar
120g (4 oz) caster sugar
250ml (8 fl. oz) single cream
1 dessertspoon sea (not table) salt
1 teaspoon cornflour
3 eggs, separated
First make the pastry: whizz the flour and half the butter together in a food
processor (or by hand) to resemble breadcrumbs. With the motor running
slowly, add 1 tablespoon or so of very cold water to make it into a ball.
Roll in flour, then cover with cling-film and chill for at least 1 hour in the
fridge.
Roll out, and line a 22cm (9 inch) tart tin and chill for a further 30 minutes.
The pastry needs to be cooked ‘blind’ so prick the base of the pastry case all
over with a fork. Line the pastry with baking parchment and fill with ceramic
baking beans or dried pulses such as lentils or macaroni.
Bake at 400°F/200°C/Gas 6 for 15 minutes or until the pastry is firm, then
remove the beans and cook for about 5-10 minutes more, until golden brown
and biscuity.
Turn the oven down to 375°F/190°C/Gas 5.
In a pan, melt together the remaining butter, syrup, brown sugar and half the
caster sugar, simmering and stirring for a few minutes.
Take off the heat, add the cream and salt, and stir to settle.
Whisk together the egg yolks and cornflour, pour the caramel sauce on top,
mix, then pour into the pastry case.
Whisk the egg whites with a pinch of salt until stiff then add one-third of the
remaining caster sugar, then another third.
Spread over the filling in clumps, sprinkle with the last of the sugar, and
return to the oven for about 20 minutes, until brown and crunchy on top.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Night-time - How come it takes so little time for a child who is afraid of the
dark to become a teenager who wants to stay out all night?
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Whittington Gardens Competition 2015
In association with Whittington Village Fair
The competition is open to any garden within the Whittington Parish
boundary and prizes will be presented to the winners at the Village Fair on
Saturday 11th July 2015.
Classes and Prizes
Class 1
Best large garden
Dovaston Perpetual Salver
Class 2
Best small garden
Flower Guild Rose Bowl
Class 3
Best senior citizens garden Castle Cup
Class 4
Best hanging basket
Community Centre Cup
Class 5
Best vegetable garden
Mayor’s Cup
Class 6
Best in flower clematis
Morhys of Rosehill Cup
Special Class Most fragrant rose in all the gardens visited - Pam Kup Cup
NB: To avoid confusion with judging please enter only one garden in
either section 1, 2 or 3. Entrants’ gardens will be judged end of June/
beginning of July 2015. Entrants will be notified of the exact date in advance.
CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES: SUNDAY 21st JUNE 2015
The judges’ decision will be final, but join in the competition and enjoy it!
No entries accepted after the closing date.
For further information please contact the organiser,
Libby Morris on 01691-659566
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Entry Form for Whittington Gardens Competition 2015
Please complete, detach and return to:Libby Morris, 7 Rosehill Close, Whittington. SY11 4DY
Entry Fee: £1 per class
Please tick all relevant boxes
1 wish to enter: Class 1

Class 2

Class 3

Class 4

Class 5

Class 6

Special
Class

Name: .................................................................... Tel: ...................................
Address: ........................................................................................................11

WHITTINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
Glenys Brind welcomed members to the April meeting. A letter of thanks
was read from Mr Paul Crosby, on behalf of the Derwen College, thanking
us for once again sponsoring a student on the annual walk which this year
raised £14,300; three hundred and fifty walkers had participated.
Her Royal Highness the Duchess of Cornwall is to host a Garden Party on
2nd June at Buckingham Palace to mark the centenary of the foundation of
the Women’s Institute movement. Each institute will be represented by one
member and Whittington will be represented by Ruth Haile who is very
much looking forward to attending. The actual centenary date is 16th
September and details as to how the event will be marked will be advised in
due course.
A Coffee Morning hosted by Marion Young raised an impressive £114 for
the Institute’s fund; well done to all concerned. Everyone was reminded that
gardens belonging to Barbara Molesworth and Phyllis Hurst will be open on
3rd May in aid of Save the Children.
Members were advised that it has been decided that the individual prize
money awarded at Oswestry Show will be replaced by a certificate and
rosette. In additional raffle prizes will be in the form of vouchers making
them much easier to deliver should the winner not be present on the day.
Unfortunately the planned speaker for the evening failed to arrive but
members enjoyed a social meeting with delicious refreshments made by
Margaret Hulson and Barbara Roberts. The competition for a ‘single fresh
spring flower’ was won by Margaret Nicholas; Libby Morris was second;
and joint third were Sue Goodridge and Margaret Hulson.
Next month David Shearan will be talking on ‘Walking across Wales’ and
the competition will be for four welsh-cakes.
We extend a warm welcome to any visitors; we meet on the second Thursday
of the month at 7:00pm in the Community Centre.
Julie Sheffield
When you talk, you only repeat what you already know, but if
12
you listen you may learn something. - Amish school proverb

OLD GARDENER – MAY TIPS
If the space in your garden is limited or you live on your
own, and you wish to grow something on a smaller scale,
May is a time to start your continuous salad sowing and
you can use containers or grow bags instead. A patio,
balcony or window box in a sunny location, all make
ideal spaces for growing ‘Tom Thumb’ or ‘Little Gem’
lettuce; ‘Early Nates 2’ carrots; First early ‘Swift’ or
‘Rocket’ potatoes; ‘Hestia’ (non-climbing) runner beans;
‘F1 Hispi’ or ‘Pixie’ cabbage; ‘Avalanche F1’ cauliflower and ‘Acrobat’ or Snowball’ beetroot. When it comes to tomatoes,
hanging baskets can be both a decorative and productive choice. There are
trailing varieties such as ‘Gartenperle’; and by adding flowering plants in
amongst your vegetables you can create a bee haven as well. Do remember
that containers need regular watering, good drainage and a controlled-release
fertiliser.
Worship . Friendship . Learning . Worship . Friendship . Learning

COFFEE & ComPany
Come & Enjoy
a
Cup of Tea or Coffee
and a chat for an hour or so
in

Whittington Church
Thursday 21st May
10:00am – 12:00 noon

All are very welcome
Entrance is free
Voluntary Donations to Church
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MAY QUIZ
1. The first section of railway track in Britain ran between which 2 places?
2. Which is the largest species of tiger?
3. Who was the first actor to refuse an Oscar?
4. Who was the youngest ever American President?
5. How many episodes of Faulty Towers were made?
6. What name is given to a cross fruit of tangerines and grapefruits?
7. What is the motto of the SAS?
8. Which nerve forms the link between the eye and the brain?
9. Which country is reputed to have the world’s oldest flag design?
10. Who said “I think therefore I am”?
11. In which country was cricketer Ted Dexter born?
12. What is the collective noun for a group of Rhino?
13. Which African country has the shilling as its currency?
14. Thomas Chatterton produced some infamous forgeries in which field?
15. Who said claret is for boys, port for men and brandy for heroes?
16. At which school did Mr Chips teach Latin?
17. Who invented the Rocking Chair?
18. Who buried the treasure on Treasure Island?
19. Where is the valley of 10,000 smokes?
20. Who founded the Order of Merit?
21. Franz Liszt was the father-in-law of which composer?
22. How many letters make up the Hawaiian alphabet?
23. What was founded by business and professional men in Chicago 1905?
24. Who wrote the poem “To a louse”?
25. The film ‘Magic Fire’ was about which composer?
26. Where would you find Vox Humana and Vox Angelica together?
27. Who designed the dome of St Peter’s Rome?
28. What is Orology?
29. How many people take part in the dance of a quadrille?
30. Lusitania was the Roman name for which EU country?
31. In what year was the ‘Gunfight at the OK Corral’?
32. Rhodes belongs to which island group?
33. Near which Scottish city was the battle of Culloden fought?
34. What is a putter called when it is used from off the green?
35. Which king founded the Order of the Garter in 1350?
36. ‘What an artist dies in me’ were reputedly the last words of whom?
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PERFORMING
on

SATURDAY 27th JUNE
at 7:30pm
in aid of
WHITTINGTON CURCH
“SONGS FROM THE MUSICALS”
TICKETS £10
Wine, Beer and Soft Drinks available in the interval
YOUR UNUSED BALLS OF WOOL ARE NEEDED
Make a bit of space in your cupboards and drawers by turning out the unused
balls of wool that you don't want to throw away but don't know what to use
them for.
Rita Moir, Jan Drury and Marion Lycett and
others knit hats for freezing sailors and items for
Alzheimer patients. We consume wool as if it is
going out of fashion. We can use any wool you
have whatever the size of balls of wool you have
- no need for complete ounces. You can give to
any one of us or leave it in the church for us.
All offerings gratefully received, or if you want to join the knitting charity
then get in touch.
Marion Lycett
There are two sides to every question, and if
you want to be popular, you take both
13

JOIN IN THE VE DAY 70th CELEBRATIONS!
Following the General Election on 7th May, there
will be a national three-day commemoration for
the 70th anniversary of the end of the Second
World War in Europe.
VE Day itself (Friday 8 May) will be a day of
Remembrance. People are encouraged to get
family and friends together to watch one of 100
beacons being lit across the UK. For example Blackpool’s world-famous
tower will be illuminated in red, white and blue for VE Day, using thousands
of LEDs. There will also be a beacon shining from the tower top on both
Friday 8th and Saturday 9th May.
Saturday 9th May will be a day of Celebration, with a moment of noise. Ships
will be asked to sound their horns and cathedrals and churches across the
country are invited to ring their bells in celebration from around 11:00am, as
they did in 1945. To mark the occasion during sporting matches across the
weekend people are invited to mark the occasion with applause or song.

Sunday 10th May will be a day of parties, with the public invited to set up
their own street parties and picnics. Hopes are that community halls, public
spaces and homes will be decked with bunting and playing music to recreate
the celebrations of 70 years ago. Local Authorities are making it easier for
people to host street parties across the country. If you are interested in
holding a street party please contact your Local Authority as soon as possible
for guidance as rules do apply.
14

Update for May 2015
Last month we had just heard from Department of
Energy and Climate Change that “decisions on the
applications considered at the Mid-Wales Public
Inquiry are now expected to be made early in the
next Parliament.” Not long after that there was a
leak from the DECC, reported in the Sunday
Telegraph on 29th March (see www.telegraph.co.uk/news/earth/environment/
11502016/Ed-Davey-refuses-to-back-wind-farms-in-Lib-Dem-targetseats.html). The Telegraph was told that “three wind farms will be given
planning consent but not until after the election. Ministers have put the
brakes on this and that is why there has been a delay in the announcement.
They were certainly in a position to make an announcement before the
election”. The Telegraph was also told that “the decision was not announced
because the wind farms will wreck any lingering hopes that the Liberal
Democrats had of regaining Montgomeryshire”.
We have also heard, via Powys County Council, that National Grid and
Scottish Power do not now expect to submit their planning application until
the second or third quarter of next year (rather than the third quarter of this
year as previously announced). They state that this is because of the delay in
the wind farm inquiry decision until after the election, but it may also be
because they are struggling to complete the massive amount of surveys and
documentation required. Scottish Power will not consult on their MWC until
after the Inquiry decision is issued. So the question arises as to why National
Grid ran their consultation so prematurely, straddling last Christmas.
Following that premature consultation it seems that at least some T-pylons
have now actually been built. The Observer/Guardian article about them on
12th April is well worth reading (see www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/
2015/apr/12/-pylons-national-grid-blight-countryside). They describe the Tpylons as “cut-price, cable-trailing, ski-lift supports.” But all this further
delay is good news, particularly as the Conservatives have promised to
abolish subsidies for onshore wind if they get back into power (even if the
wind farms are consented to they might never be built if there were no
subsidies). But that delay also means a further prolongation of the real blight
that many people are experiencing over property prices. If you want details
about anything connected with the campaign do please contact
charleswgreen@msn.com or tinastamps@hotmail.co.uk (or phone 682213 or
682285).
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May at Whittington Castle
2nd/3rd/4th May

10:00am-4:00pm each day
Historia Normanis – The Norman
Invasion of the Castle with over 200
Norman Re-enactors, living history,
battles, stalls and refreshments.
£3 per adult and £1 per child
th
17 May
10:00am-4:00pm The House of the Blackstar – Medieval
living history day
25th May
10:00am-4:00pm Living history with “1265” Group
27th May-7th June Wrexham Art Group Exhibition – open Wednesday to
Sunday – free entrance
31st May
10:00am Car Boot Sale - £5 per car – sorry NO trade
stands and no cars before 9:00am
st
31 May
Outdoor Shakespeare Production of ‘As You Like It’
with the Festival Theatre Company; bring a chair and a
picnic and enjoy live theatre; telephone 01691 662500 for
more details.
Sue Ellis, Castle Manager Telephone 01691 662500
E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk
Website www.whittingtoncastle.co.uk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
IN NEED OF FUEL?
A reminder that a new informal way of expressing Christian
faith has its next meeting on 19th May at 7:30pm in Knockin
Assembly Rooms. The Speaker will be the Reverend Tim
Storey of the Central Telford Parish and his subject is
“Discovering God’s Blessing”.
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This is not a new church denomination, rather a group of
Christians who are celebrating their faith in God in an
informal and authentic fashion. Come and see for
yourselves.
Join us for coffee, cake, worship, prayer and a good speaker
TOP UP SPIRITUALLY AT A
FILLING STATION
NEAR YOU

On the Sunday the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh, accompanied by the
Prince of Wales and the Duchess of Cornwall and other members of the
Royal Family, will attend a Service of Thanksgiving at Westminster Abbey
to mark the 70th anniversary of Victory in Europe.
Veterans of the Second World War are being encouraged to take a leading
role in the national commemorations. The Royal British Legion has invited
veterans to join the national commemorations in London and funding for
travel has been made available for veterans and their carers.
In the coming weeks, further plans will be announced to mark the 70th
anniversary of VJ Day, which will include a day of major events on 15th
August 2015.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

4:00pm Sunday 10 May, Whittington Church

Wind and Flame
Messy Church for Pentecost
We begin with crafts and activities
at 4:00pm
At 4:30pm we gather for a short act of worship with
songs and a story.
We end with sandwiches, cakes
and drinks for all to share

Everyone welcome

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Mark - When the late Dean of York was asked why he called his stumpytailed fox terrier ‘Mark’, he explained: “The New Testament contains the
life-stories of our Lord by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. Mark’s is the
shortest tale!”
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Dates for Your Diary:
Wednesday 6th May
7:30pm Whist Drive with light refreshments - £1
Tuesday 26th
12:00noon Lunch at the White Lion - £6

The 2015 cricket and bowling season is now under way. The bowling green
officially opened on Sunday 29th March and has a pretty much full on six
months of fixtures ahead, with the village club putting out ten teams across
leagues in Oswestry, Wem and Shrewsbury.

WEEKLY:
Monday
Thursday

2:00 pm Whist sessions – all welcome
10:30am Coffee Morning
1:30 –3:15 pm Line dancing - £3.50

Oswestry & District Association for the Elderly
Sunday 3rd May will see the club be taking part in the annual Whittington
versus Ellesmere for the Aston Cup. We will be looking to retain the trophy
and make it eight years on the run that we have come away victors. Sunday
15th May is the Midland Cup; this is a club competition for members
however as with any event, competition or game visitors are always
welcome to come along and spend an enjoyable afternoon spectating.
Unfortunately the same cannot be said of the cricket side of the club with our
presence in the Saturday league no longer possible and the midweek team
equally struggling for representation. The club is looking to the future
though and will be working throughout 2015 to develop a strategy to reinvigorate the cricketing interest.
Car boots will once again be held throughout the year with the next events
being hosted on Friday 8th May, Bank Holiday Monday 25th May, Friday 5th
June and Friday 19th June.
Andy Cawthray
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Thursday Mornings in Whittington Church
Worship, Sharing, Learning
9:30am Holy Communion,
10:00am Coffee and Bible Study
In May we continue our study of Psalms:
th

7 May
14th May
21st May
28th May
16

Psalms Study
Psalms Study
Coffee Morning
Psalms Study

‘SPRING CONCERT’
MONDAY 18th MAY
2:00 – 4:00pm
at Lorne Street Centre, Oswestry
Entertainment by Christine Hughes
Admission £3 – to include Tea and Biscuits
The monthly Tea Dances will be held at the
Lorne Street Centre on the 1st Friday of the
month from 2:00-3:30pm starting in May
Come and join us, all are welcome;
there is free admission and tea & biscuits provided

Magazine Subscription
Next month you will see an envelope stapled
to the front of your magazine. This will be
for your magazine subscription money.
Please be ready to return your envelope to the
person delivering your magazine by the end of June to take
advantage of the special subscription rate of still just £5.50
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WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers
The lunch at The White Lion this month is on Tuesday 26th May, please
remember to contact Val Hayward on 01691 662434 if you regularly attend
the monthly meal and are unable to attend. If you would like to join us for
lunch then please give Val a ring. We have to emphasise that if a meal is
booked and not cancelled by the Friday before then that meal MUST be paid
for; the club are requested to pay for all meals that are ordered.
We held our annual General Meeting on 28th April details of which will be
reported in the next edition of “The Ripple.”
We hope you all enjoyed the lovely weather we experienced over the Easter
weekend (and hope it was not “our summer.”) I guess a large number of you
spent much of the time catching up on the gardening and no doubt suffered
some aching joints as you probably overdid things.
During the month we were visited by Andy Cawthray who introduced us to
some of the varieties of chickens that he breeds. We also held a “school
roast lunch” which is delivered by a member of staff from the village school.
These are enjoyable social occasions for members to participate in and enjoy
a good chat as well as a substantial feed.
Just a reminder that the Thursday coffee mornings are now established and
being enjoyed by a small number of members. The hall is open from 10:30
am for coffee and a chat. Please come along and bring a friend who does not
necessarily need to be a member of the club. Frances Savage, our president,
will make you very welcome.
Please try and support the events that the committee arrange as a great deal
of work goes into planning and preparing them and it is disappointing when
only a few people turn up; we are continually trying to come up with
something that will entertain. We find it difficult to organise a coach trip as
so few people are prepared to take up the offer and the cost of hiring a coach
is now several hundreds of pounds.
Gill Roberts 01691 662236
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THE LAST DEFENCE – ‘The Home Guard’ – formed 75 years ago
People would laugh if they were told that “Allo Allo” was an accurate
portrayal of the French Resistance yet they don't think twice when
comparing the Home Guard to the TV series “Dad's Army.
On 14th May 1940 the Minister of War, Anthony Eden, made the following
announcement: “We want large numbers of men in Great Britain who are
British subjects between the ages of 17 and 65 to come forward now and
offer their service in order to make assurance doubly sure. The name of the
new force which is now to be raised will be the Local Defence Volunteers”;
and so the Home Guard was established; members were nicknamed ‘Look,
Duck and Vanish.’ On 23rd August Winston Churchill changed the name to
the Home Guard – and it was nicknamed ‘Dad’s Army’ because it was
mostly comprised of older volunteers, ineligible for military service.
As the age limit for conscription into the normal army was eighteen, and the
Home Guard was seventeen, conscripting seventeen year olds into the Home
Guard was seen as a good way to train youngsters in a military environment
before they were called up for service in the regular army.
The Home Guard was formed because there
was a real risk of invasion and most men
who could fight were already in the forces;
those that were left were either too young,
too old, or in reserved occupations (those
jobs vital to the war effort). The government
was expecting 150,000 men to volunteer but
within the first month, 750,000 men had
volunteered, and by the end of June 1940
the total was over a million. The number of
men in the Home Guard did not fall below
one million until they were stood down in December 1944; they were
disbanded on 31st December 1945.
To begin there were simply not enough official forms for men to apply local police simply resorted to making a list of names. All available
weaponry had, understandably, been handed to the regular military and a
vast amount was to be lost at Dunkirk. The Home Guard was ordered to find
17

whatever it could to defend itself and occasionally men in the Home Guard
were referred to as the ‘Broomstick Army’, the result of being seen drilling
with broomsticks. Members would be expected to fight highly trained, well
armed, German troops using nothing but shotguns, air rifles, old hunting
rifles, museum pieces, bayonets, knives and pieces of gas-pipe with knives
or bayonets welded on the end; whilst the Government and regular army
formed a front line to repel the invasion. Even six weeks after Eden's
broadcast, there was only one rifle to every six men. When rifles did arrive,
they were American P17's and P14's from World War One.
They trained in the evening in such things as weapons handling, unarmed
combat and basic sabotage. However, complaints were made that too much
time was spent on drill as opposed to learning about proper soldiering.
Despite Churchill’s demand that the Home Guard be issued with proper
weapons, the War Office issued 250,000 pikes - bayonets welded onto metal
poles. Local Home Guard commanders initially received little guidance from
the War Office as to training and it was left to them to develop their own
tactics that were relevant to their own locality. However with little
professional support, a man in the Home Guard was four times more likely
to die in an accident during training than a regular soldier.
Training was transformed
in July 1940 by a veteran
of World War One and the
Spanish Civil War, Tom
Wintringham. He set up the
first guerilla warfare school
at Osterley Park, west of
London. Hundreds of Home
Guard volunteers turned up.
Here they were taught how
to fight an enemy. Most of Wintringham's teachers were veterans of the
Spanish Civil War including Basques who specialised in explosives.
Training in guerilla warfare for the volunteers started within twenty minutes
of arrival and in three months 5,000 volunteers had been taught what they
needed to know. After just three months Osterley Park was taken over by the
military and Wintringham and his men were pushed aside; however the War
Office recognised the value of such training camps and set up three more of
them across the UK, based on how Osterley Park was run.
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The Home Guard acted as sentries during the day and night and became
extra ‘ears and eyes’ for the full-time military; they checked that people were
carrying their Identity Cards and those caught without one could be arrested
and handed over to the police. Local Home Guard units knew who lived
locally and strangers would be subject to a check, especially as there was a
genuine fear of Fifth Columnists. They were also responsible for taking
down road signs and any local clues that might help the enemy should they
invade.
The "Home Guard Handbook" published in 1940 stated that the main duties
of the Home Guard were: “Guarding important
points; Observation and reporting - prompt and
precise; immediate attack against small, lightly
armed parties of the enemy and the defence of
roads, villages, factories and vital points in
towns to block enemy movements.”
Every member of the Home Guard was expected
to know: “The whole of the ground in his own district; the personnel of his
own detachment; the head-quarters of his detachment and where he is to
report for duty in the event of an alarm; what the alarm signal is; and the
form of reports concerning enemy landings or approaches, what the reports
should contain, and to whom they should be sent.”
The Home Guard was also called on to man anti-aircraft guns and rocket
launches firstly around London and later a line stretching from Dover to
Littlehampton. Locally the Queen’s Head Hotel was the headquarters of D
Company 2nd Battalion Home Guard, the adjacent canal bridge was a local
strongpoint manned by the Home Guard. This may have been obstructed but
the old bridge was swept away and replaced by a new one. Rednal airfield
opened as an RAF base on 8th April 1942 until June 1945 under 81 Group
Fighter Command and was equipped mostly with Spitfires.
On 14th May 1941, the 1st anniversary of the Home Guard, they were given
the honour and privilege of mounting guard at Buckingham Palace; an
honour repeated on 14th May 1943; a privilege not given to many regiments
that have been in existence for hundreds of years.
Love means nothing in tennis, but it's everything in life
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