WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

PARISH SERVICES

WOMENS INSTITUTE:

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre
Secretary: Mrs Joyce Howard

Tel:656389

SUNDAY SERVICES:
8:00am Holy Communion on 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays
11.00am Parish Communion weekly
6:30pm Holy Communion According to the Book of
Common Prayer on 1st Sunday
6:30pm Evensong on the 3rd Sunday

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:

Chairman: Paul Jones
Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis

Tel:679542
Tel:662500

4:00pm Messy Church on the 2nd Sunday
(No Service in August)

BELL RINGING:

Details from Brian Rothera

Tel:657778

BROWNIES, GUIDES:

6:00-7.15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre
Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere
Tel:624390

RECTOR:

BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen)
The Manse, St Martins Road, Gobowen
Tel:658016
e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com
WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions
Leaders: Dawn and Mandy
Meet in the Community Centre 9am – 3pm

Tel:670127

SENIOR CITIZENS:

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning
All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall
Secretary: Mrs Gillian Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington

Reverend Sarah Burton
e.mail: sarahburton7@gmail.com

Tel:238658

CHURCHWARDENS:

Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington

Tel:670940

Mrs G Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com

Tel:662236

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington
Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington

Tel:656389
Tel:659562

ORGANIST: Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall

Tel:662116

Tel:662236

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE:

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White
Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm. This will now be the
only stop in the village.
CHURCH WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk
SCHOOL WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonschool.co.uk
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WEEKDAYS: 9:30am Holy Communion - Thursday
5:30pm Choir Practice
- Alternate Thursdays

MAGAZINE:
Editor:
Miss A Ward, 4 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington Tel:672838
eaw4@btinternet.com
Distribution:

Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road

Tel:659385

WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL

Executive Headteacher: Mandy Jones
e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk

Tel:662269
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CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY:

Mr Andy Cawthray - email: WhitCBC@gmail.com
May 2016
Pentecost
In May the church celebrates Pentecost, also known as
Whit Sunday, when we remember the sending of the Holy
Spirit on Jesus’ first disciples. When they received the
Holy Spirit, the disciples moved from being a frightened
group of friends, hiding away in an upper room, to a
community of people committed to spreading the good
news of Jesus Christ. Those first Christians were very aware of the presence
of God’s Spirit in their lives. Just as they had known the presence of God
through the earthly life of Jesus, now they experienced God’s presence
through the Holy Spirit.
The writer of the Gospel of John describes the Spirit as a counsellor, who
would be with them and continue to teach them and help them just as Jesus
had (John 14:16,26); and the apostle Paul described the transforming effect
of the Spirit, helping them to be more like Jesus. Paul described this Christlike character as the fruit of the Spirit: ‘love, joy, peace, forbearance,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.’ (Galatians
5:22-23). Paul also described gifts of the Spirit given to individuals for ‘the
common good’. These come in a great variety from teaching and healing to
practical assistance and generous giving (1 Corinthians 12:1-12, Romans 12:
4-7).
The Holy Spirit has always played a central role in the theology of the
church, but in the 20th century there was a renewed interest in the role of the
Spirit in the lives of individual believers. This began in America in the early
part of the 20th century, with the Pentecostal movement, and was also seen in
the charismatic movement which developed in the 1960’s and in a variety of
Christian healing ministries. However the activity of the Holy Spirit is not
limited to particular movements. Wherever there is prayer, wherever there is
creativity, wherever individuals seek to follow in the footsteps of Jesus, the

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:

Richard Beaman

Tel:659166

CRICKET SECRETARY:

Trina Lewis – email: lewisbtkr@aol.com

Tel:774406
07968 844341

BOWLING SECRETARY:

Eileen Sinker

Tel:770212

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY:

Mrs Kath Griffiths

Tel:662116

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON
AND WEST FELTON

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG
e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk
Tel:650488
WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Mrs A. S. Cowley, “Pear Tree” Cottage, Treflach Oswestry
(Clerk to the Council) – Held the fourth Tuesday in the month
ascowley.whitpc@sky.com
http://www.2shrop.net/whitpc

Tel:659496

SHROPSHIRE YOUTH SERVICE

Rural Mobile visits the village on Tuesday 6:15pm – 8:00pm
Bus parks opposite the “Premier” Shop, Whittington.
Open to young people between the ages of 13 – 20 yrs.
Contact: Wendy Stockton, Shropshire Council Youth Worker.

Tel:654175

BAPTISM SECRETARY

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk

Tel:681036

WEDDING SECRETARY

Mrs Ann Jones, Springfield, Station Road, Whittington
2

Tel:657178
07581 710523

Tel:662356
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Stone Mountain is situated about twenty minutes from Atlanta and features a
huge relief carving,
etched into the
mountainside, of
the three Southern
heroes of the Civil
War. The images of
Confederate President
Jefferson Davis, and
Generals Robert E.
Lee and Thomas J. ‘Stonewall’ Jackson cover an area larger than a football
field and are part of the largest relief sculpture in the world. Three sculptors
worked in succession on the carving, beginning with Gutzon Borglum in
1915; he later became famed for his carvings at Mount Rushmore;
subsequently two more artists worked on the piece that was finally
completed in 1972. Stone Mountain also features a restored Antebellum
Plantation mansion with slave cabins, coach houses and barns; along with
several lakes and hiking trails, a wildlife reserve and a petting zoo.

Spirit is present bringing God’s life into our lives. Through the presence of
the Spirit we experience God’s love for us and we are drawn into God’s love
and care for the world.

For something a little different, take a trip about two hours southwest of
Atlanta and explore Providence Canyon State Park, also known as ‘The
Little Grand Canyon’. It has over a thousand acres of deep and rocky
canyons and beautiful native vegetation and wildflowers, making for a
unique excursion.

Many thanks to everyone who sent in their favourite hymn choices to help us
compile a list of Whittington’s favourite. There are ninety-four different
hymns on the list and the ‘top ten’ are:

Blessings,

Sarah
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Whittington’s Top 10 Hymns

Joint 1st: ‘Be still for the presence of the Lord’
‘Dear Lord and Father of mankind’
‘Guide me O Thou great redeemer’
‘O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
Joint 5th: ‘Jerusalem’
‘Thine be the glory’
7th: ‘Shine Jesus shine
Joint 8th: ‘From heaven you came, helpless babe’
‘I the Lord of sea and sky’
‘Lord of all hopefulness’
‘Make me a channel of your peace’
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We gave the casting vote to the ‘Songs of Praise’ congregation on Easter
Sunday evening, and ‘Dear Lord and Father of Mankind’ came out top.
3

DIARY
1

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER - ST PHILIP and ST JAMES
ROGATION SUNDAY
11:00am
6:30pm

Parish Communion
Holy Communion according to the Book of
Common Prayer

12:00noon-4:30pm Open Garden in aid of Save the Children;
further details on page 8
2

MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY
12:00noon-4:30pm Open Garden in aid of Save the Children;
further details on page 8

3

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

4

7:30pm

Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens’ Hall with light
refreshments - £1

5

ASCENSION DAY
9:30am

Holy Communion

6

5:30-7:00pm

Friends of Whittington School “Family Bingo” in
the school hall; entrance £1, tickets start from 50p

7

8:00am

The May Prayer Breakfast to support Ben Mayho, the
Schools Christian Project Worker, will be held at Chirk
Methodist Church; if you would like attend please
telephone Lynn Carroll on 01691 -659385 by
Wednesday 4th May

4

1840s and survived the near-total destruction of Atlanta in 1864 when
General William Sherman burned almost every business and more than two
thirds of the city’s homes during his infamous ‘March to the Sea’. It was
once the home of yeoman farmer Robert Smith and his family, who owned
eleven slaves and farmed on about 800 acres. The farmhouse is typical of
most in Georgia at the time, despite popular belief that not all Georgians
owned large plantations and mansions. The Swan House, built in 1928 is a
grand Italianate mansion that is an Atlanta landmark, was once the home of
Edward and Emily Inman, heirs to a cotton brokerage fortune.
Atlanta offers many attractions for children; in addition to the usual zoo and
aquarium there is also the Six Flags Over Georgia amusement park filled
with rides and thrills such as Acrophobia, the Superman, the Batman or the
Goliath. Tiny tots will enjoy Thomas the Tank Engine, Up Up and Away and
the River Carousel. Children may also enjoy a visit to the World of CocaCola. In 1886 Jacob’s Pharmacy, a small drugstore
in Atlanta, began selling a new headache and
hangover tonic called ‘Coca-Cola’. In 1891
entrepreneur Asa Candler paid $2,300 to acquire the
rights of what is now the world’s most valuable
brand. The following year he founded the CocaCola Company. The new, environmentally-friendly
construction houses more than just a museum dedicated to Coca-Cola; it is
an entire soft-drink experience. Thousands of Coke objects, trivia and
memorabilia are contained among the interactive exhibits in this building,
backed up by commercials, radio jingles, a 4-D theatre, tasting and a Pop
Culture Gallery.
Although it doesn't sound like much of a tourist draw-card visitors to the
Federal Reserve Bank are unanimous in their enthusiasm about the
fascinating Monetary Museum found there. Whether part of a guided group
tour (recommended for scholarly types), or just perusing the exhibitions on
one’s own, a visit to the Federal Reserve Bank will instill an appreciation
for the rich history that informs present-day money use in America. Tour
highlights include an extensive ‘History of Money’ exhibition, displaying
antiquated currency from all over the world; interactive, multimedia displays
that teach you how to spot counterfeit money; the opportunity to lift a
$450,000 gold bar; and a free bag of shredded money to take home as a
souvenir.
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TRAVELLER’S TALES

8

ATLANTA
Atlanta, the capital of the state of Georgia, in the American South was the
birthplace of famed Nobel Peace prize winner,
civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. The
epicentre of the movement in the 1960s was the
Ebenezer Baptist Church where Martin Luther
King, Jr. acted as co-pastor from 1960 to 1968;
he worked toward equal rights for AfricanAmericans. The church has moved to new
premises but visitors can still tour the old sanctuary where King preached.
Annual events surrounding Martin Luther King, Jr. Day in January typically
draw large crowds. Past speakers have included US Presidents, national and
local politicians, and civil rights leaders. Remembrances are also held during
Black History Month (February), and the anniversary of King's assassination
on April 4, 1968.
Spring, March and April, is considered the ideal time to visit as the city can
be stifling in the summer; but if you can bear the heat and humidity then late
May through to August will offer many concerts and other outdoor activities.
An Atlanta CityPass, currently valid for nine days allows the bearer free
admission to six of the city’s top attractions; make enquires at your hotel.
Culture vultures will enjoy the acclaimed High Museum of Art where over
twelve thousand pieces in its permanent collection includes nineteenth and
twentieth century American and decorative art, visiting European works,
contemporary art and photography as well as African art are all displayed.
The museum also has an impressive collection of Civil Rights photography.
The Fernbank Museum of Natural History tells earth’s history, the physical
universe, the environment and human culture through exhibitions and films.
It also has an exhibition which features the world’s largest dinosaurs.
To learn something of the state’s history visit the Atlanta History Center
which is set in twenty-three acres of beautiful gardens. The main attractions
are two historic homes both offering informative guided tours. The Tullie
Smith House originally stood outside the city limits but has been relocated to
the History Center along with its outbuildings. The house was built in the
32
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SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
8:00am
11:00am
4:00pm

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Messy Church

9:30am

Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

6:30pm

Whittington Annual Parish Meeting in the Senior
Citizens’ Hall

9:30am

Holy Communion

10:00am

Coffee and Bible Study; further details on page 31

7:00pm

Whittington Women’s Institute meets in the
Community Centre; Speaker: Sandy Best
Topic: Oswestry Town Council

PENTECOST – WHIT SUNDAY
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK BEGINS
11:00am
6:30pm

16

Parish Communion
Evensong

LAST DAY for magazine material for the May edition of the
“Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, 4 Rosehill
Avenue, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com
16 MAY – 16 JUNE – NATIONAL SMILE MONTH see page 26

17

18

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play will be held elsewhere due to Music
Festival; for details please contact Julie on 671994

7:30pm

Concert 1 Whittington International Music Festival

7:30pm

Concert 2 Whittington International Music Festival
5

19

9:30am

Holy Communion

10:00am

Coffee and Bible Study at The Rectory; further
details on page 31

7:30pm

Concert 3 Whittington International Music Festival

20

7:30pm

Concert 4 Whittington International Music Festival

21

7:30pm

Concert 5 Whittington International Music Festival

22

TRINITY SUNDAY
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK ENDS

24

26

10:30am

Music Festival Service – all are welcome

7:30pm

Concert 6 Whittington International Music Festival

9:30am

Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel

12:00noon

Whittington Senior Citizens Monthly Lunch at the
White Lion; further details on page 12

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

CORPUS CHRISTI
9:30am

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8:00am
11:00am

Play Area: The Clerk advised that another Safety Survey was to take place
soon.
Date and time of the next meeting: The next Parish Council Meeting will
be at 7:30pm on Tuesday 26th April 2016 in the Senior Citizens’ Hall.
Whittington Annual Parish Meeting 2016
The meeting will be held at 6:30pm on Tuesday 10th May in the Senior
Citizens’ Hall. Some of the items to be discussed are The Parish Plan,
Footway Lighting and the “Whittington Together” Project.
Paul Thompson-Lawrence
(This article is a brief outline of the main discussion points for the WPC
meeting and does not represent a formal record. For an official copy of the
minutes please contact the Parish Clerk or look on the Parish Website
www.shrop.net/WhitPC)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Thursday Mornings in Whittington Church
Worship, Sharing, Learning
9:30am Holy Communion, 10.00am Coffee and Bible Study

Holy Communion

10:00am-12:00 noon Coffee Morning at ‘The Hollies’, West Felton
– all are welcome
29

individual lamppost and light properly, before commencement. The next step
will be to decide the policy for the Parish to adopt before the work finally
commences.

Holy Communion
Parish Communion

30

BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY

31

9:30am

Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel

6

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

12th May: Ascension (Acts 1)
19th May: Pentecost (Acts 2:1-41) – Coffee and Bible Study
will be at Whittington Rectory
th
26 May: West Felton Church Coffee Morning
10:00am – 12:00 noon at The Hollies, West Felton – all welcome
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
JUST THE MAN
Small boy: “Please, sir, my Dad says you are a Doctor
of Music.”
Famous pianist: “That is quite right, my little man.”
Small boy: “Then I wonder if you’d be so good as to
mend my trumpet?”
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service; however you can contact us - in person (on the street, at community
bases and at partners and communities together [PACT] meetings), on the
phone or online.

Extracts from the Parish Registers
for the month of March 2016
HOLY BAPTISM

Planning: 16/00793/REM – Proposed dwelling southeast of The Orchard,
Babbinswood – approval of reserved matters (access, appearance,
landscaping, layout and scale) pursuant to permission.
14/01837/OUT – the erection of a dwelling.
16/01018/REM – Approval of reserved matters (sighting, design,
appearance, landscaping) to 14/01856 for the mixed residential development
of forty-four dwellings (to include affordable housing) The Old Piggery,
Park Hall.

“We welcome you into the Lord’s Family”
13th March 2016

Clement James Richardson
Linus Archibald Richardson
both of Wingate Way

Permission Granted: 16/00065/FUL – Swansong, 3Top Street, Whittington
– Construction of single storey extension

Communicants for the month………195
Attendance for the month…………..392
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Planning Permission Refused: 14/04473/OUT – Proposed residential
development land to the south of Twmpath Lane, Gobowen

The Rector and Trustees of the Friends of St John the Baptist acknowledge
the following donations:-

Donation/Grant Requests: At last month’s meeting it was RESOLVED to
award £100.00 to those organisations which had applied. These were:Whittington Senior Citizen’s Hall; Whittington Community Together
Administration costs (Parish Plan); Whittington Castle Preservation Trust;
Men in Sheds Charity; Friends of Whittington Cemetery; Whittington
Community Centre and Whittington Music Festival

A donation of £51.60
A donation of £200
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

A further three requests were discussed at today’s meeting and granted
£100.00 each - Oswestry Rugby Union Football Club; Whittington Cricket
and Bowls Club and Hope House, Children’s Respite Home, Oswestry
Whittington Parish Plan Steering Group: Mr. Ian Johnson worked
through the completed plan for the Council, making observations and
answering questions. If the Council endorses the Parish Plan, Mr. Johnson
will present the finished plan to those attending the Annual Parish Meeting
on 10th May.
Footway Lighting: This was discussed by all who then agreed that a major
survey would be needed before any remedial work was begun. The
Contractors, Highline, would look at the safety aspect, examining each
30

Anon
Anon

I firmly believe that the carol “O come all ye faithful,” should not just apply
to the Christmas season, as faithful members opened their doors once again
without a second thought to help raise funds to keep the church doors open.
Five households held Soup Lunches during Lent and on Tuesday 22nd March
the customary ‘Rolling Raffle’ was drawn at a Coffee and Hot Cross Bun
morning; the proceeds of all these endeavours totalled £770.
There were fifteen raffle prizes in total, the first was a meat voucher won by
Gill Roberts; the second, a bottle of whiskey, was won by Reg Hulson. Other
prizes included a Fairtrade Easter egg won by Ian Mellor; a Simnel cake
made by Rachel Wigley went to a delighted Nora Brunt and a ‘Hair Do’
went to a friend from Ellesmere who had kindly opened her own home for
one of the lunches.
Two generous friends hosted not only a lunch but also a Soup Supper which
7

raised a further £200 and which was donated to the Friends of St John the
Baptist.

Whittington Parish Council News,
Meeting held on 22nd March 2016

A very sincere thank you to all of our hosts for opening their homes and
making the beautiful soups; and thank you to all of you who supported these
ever popular events. I wonder if someone might like to organise a summer
“Afternoon Tea”?
Beryl Wyn Jones

There were nine Parish Councillors, the Clerk, PC Le’Clere and five
members of the public at the meeting.

SAVE THE CHILDREN
PLANT SALE & OPEN GARDEN
st

SUNDAY 1 MAY
MONDAY 2nd MAY

12:00noon – 4:30pm
Reg. Charity no: 213890

Garden Croft, Daisy Lane, SY11 4EA
1/3 acre Garden, Herbaceous borders, vegetables
and small display of Welsh plants
PLANTS FOR SALE at modest prices
Shropsire Wildlife Stand,
Kinnerton Morris Dancers on Sunday
Folk Music Group on Monday
Homemade refreshments available (in aid of church funds)
Parking area - Dogs on leads welcome
Proceeds to: SAVE

THE CHILDREN
Contact: 01691 650711

8

Matters Arising: 22.16 At the last meeting concerns were raised by
residents from Penybryn Avenue regarding the garages in Penybryn; the
Clerk had written to Star Housing and subsequently to the six residents
regarding the situation.
Community Police Incident Report March 2016: The items relevant to
Whittington were as follows:
Anti-Social Behaviour and Nuisance: Three incidents comprising a dispute
between neighbours in Station Road; noise pollution (party) in Weston
Avenue and a dispute between neighbours in Park Crescent, Park Hall.
Assault: Two incidents; one in Burma Road, Park Hall and one in Station
Road.
Vehicle Crime - Theft from vehicle: Two incidents – one of interference
with a motor vehicle in Peverel Drive and one of theft from a motor vehicle
at Oswestry Rugby Club, Park Hall.
Your team & Contact numbers: PC Le’Clere reported that there was an
increase in daytime burglaries in the Gobowen area and that the incidents
were moving closer to the Whittington area. Local Police Officer – PC 3718
Kate Le’Clere – 07792 774 024
Police community Support Officers:
PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes - 07792 774 047; PCSO 60218 Cara Fairly
Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and partners to identify,
tackle and solve issues that matter to the community where you live. Thanks
to an investment in mobile tablet style computers, officers will be asked to
spend more time on patrol, on the street and in neighbourhoods. Officers will
continue to come to people when they need them and provide a high quality
29

BORDERLAND VISUAL ARTS
Borderland Visual Arts, a thriving artists’ community based in Oswestry and
the Borders, is opening its working studios to the public this June. Now in its
seventeenth year, this annual show promises to be better than ever with
eighteen studios showing the work of thirty-four artists. The accompanying
group exhibition 28th May – 25th June Monday – Saturday from 9:30am –
5:00pm at the Willow Gallery; and on Sundays 12th and 19th June, presents a
rich variety of work by emerging and established artists. Another exhibition
will also be held in Oswestry Library.
The sixty members of the BVA work in a broad
spectrum of art-forms. As well as painting and
drawing, members work in textiles, printmaking,
woodcarving and photography. There are
ceramicists, sculptors and jewellers too. Working
with the Willow Gallery in Oswestry, this is the
largest annual showcase of work by the BVA.
Most of the works on display are for sale making this a great opportunity to
buy an original piece of artwork at an affordable price. The private view of
the group show on the evening of 3rd June is an ideal opportunity to see and
buy the work and is open to everyone.
This year the Open Studio event is promoting the idea of an Art Trail,
inviting visitors to travel through the town of Oswestry and the Border
countryside and includes a studio at Hindford. This is a unique opportunity
to see high quality art on display and to meet talented artists working in their
studios. The Art Trail Weekends will take place on the 11th/12th and 18th/19th
June
between
10:00am-5:00pm
and
admission
is
FREE.
Detailed guides with maps will be available in Tourist Information Centres,
libraries, galleries and a number of shops, from early April and all this
information and more is on the BVA website: www.borderlandvisualarts.com
In this challenging time, when many exhibition spaces and galleries are
closing, Open Studios provides a perfect opportunity to see work by local
artists, who hope to inspire visitors to express their own creativity.
Admission to the studios and exhibition is free.
Graham Mitchell
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EASTER FLOWERS
Many thanks to everyone who gave so generously
towards the cost of flowers to decorate our church for
Easter; as usual the ladies worked very hard to provide
a beautiful display. The donations amounted to a total
of £187.60, a wonderful amount. Thank you so much.
Barbara Phipps

Magazine Subscription
Next month you will see an envelope stapled
to the front of your magazine. This will be
for your magazine subscription money.
Return your envelope to the person delivering
your magazine by the end of June please, to take advantage of
the special subscription rate of still just £5.50

4:00pm 8 May, Whittington Church

‘Fruits of the Spirit’

Messy Church
for Pentecost
We begin with crafts and activities at 4:00pm
At 4:30pm we gather for a short act of worship with
songs and a story.
We end with sandwiches, cakes and
drinks for all to share.
Please contact Sarah (sarahburton7@gmail.com,
01691 238658) for more information
All ages welcome
9

ANSWERS TO APRIL’S QUIZ
Reach Out, I’ll Be There
Berry Gordy
Dave
Aretha Franklin
Holland (Holland-Dozier-Holland)
Otis Redding
The Broken Hearted
Jackie Wilson
The Isley Brothers
James Brown
The Supremes
After the song Tammy by Debbie Reynolds
You Keep Me Hangin’ On
Wife – A Sunday School teacher
Wilson Pickett
was teaching how God created
The Vandellas
everything, including human
Arthur Conly
beings. One little boy seemed
I’m Still Waiting
especially intent when she
Lionel Richie
explained how Eve was created
Gladys Knight
out of one of Adam’s ribs.
Bobby Brown
Stevie Wonder
Later in the week his mother
The Temptations
noticed him lying down as
Jimmy Mack
though he were ill, and asked
William
him what was the matter.
Midnight
Reflections
The little boy explained
Marvin Gaye
worriedly: “I have a pain in my
Atlantic
side. I think I’m going to have a
Edwin Starr
wife.”
Junior Walker
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Revival families – After the local mission outreach had concluded, the three
ministers were discussing the results with one another. The Methodist
minister said, “The mission worked out great for us! We gained four new
families.” The Baptist preacher said, “We did better than that! We gained
six new families.” The Anglican priest said, “Well, we did even better than
that! We got rid of our ten biggest trouble makers!”
27
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WHITTINGTON GARDENS COMPETITION 2016

4-SESSION COURSE STARTING 15th JUNE
OR HALF DAY WORKSHOP ON 4th JUNE
How can our church become a more dementia-friendly church at the heart of
a dementia-friendly community? You are welcome to join a free four
session-course that will be running on Wednesday evenings at St Oswald’s
Parish Centre from 7:30 – 9:00pm on 15th and 22nd June and 6th and 13th July
(no session on 29 June).
The course will look at Pastoral Care, Buildings, Services and Community
Networks; it will have a practical focus to help us to identify steps we want
to take to make stronger connections with people living with dementia and
their carers’.
For more information or to book your place please contact Sarah Thorpe,
sarah.thorpe@lichfield.anglican.org or telephone 0798 224 8949. Or as an
alternative if you cannot make the full four session course there is a morning
workshop covering just the headlines on dementia-friendly churches from
10:00am – 12:30pm on Saturday 4th June in the Wale Room, Bomere Heath
(opposite the tennis courts); again please book your place with Sarah Thorpe.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
May 16 – June 16 National Smile Month
National Smile Month is forty years old this year; it is the UK’s largest and
longest-running campaign to promote good oral health, aiming to encourage
people to brush twice a day with fluoride toothpaste, to cut down on sugar,
and to visit the dentist regularly. Some fun facts about your smile that you
may not know:It takes forty-three muscles to frown but only seventeen to smile. Some
people admit to picking their teeth with keys, earrings, bank notes and even
screwdrivers! The going rate given by the tooth fairy these days is £1. Sixtyone percent of us have been attracted to someone by their smile alone. Two
thirds of us have less respect for a boss with bad breath. Twenty-four percent
of us would share our toothbrush with our partner, but only 6% of us would
share our toothbrush with a celebrity (?!)
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The competition is open to any garden within the Whittington Parish
boundary and prizes will be presented to the winners at the Village Fete at
Whittington Castle on Monday 29th August.
CLASSES AND PRIZES
Class 1
Best large garden
Dovaston Perpetual Salver
Class 2
Best small garden
Flower Guild Rose Bowl
Class 3
Best senior citizens’ garden Castle Cup
Class 4
Best herbs in a container
Community Centre Cup
Class 5
Best vegetable garden
Mayor’s Cup
Class 6
Best hanging basket
Morhys of Rosehill Cup
Special Class Most fragrant rose in all the gardens visited - Pam Kup Cup
NB: To avoid confusion with judging please enter only one garden in
either section 1, 2 or 3. Entrants’ gardens will be judged in the middle of
July 2016. Entrants will be notified of the exact date in advance.
CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES: THURSDAY 30th JUNE 2016
The judge’s decision will be final, but join in the competition and enjoy it!
No entries accepted after the closing date.
For further information please contact the organiser,
Libby Morris on 01691-659566
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Entry Form for Whittington Gardens Competition 2016
Please complete, detach and return to:Libby Morris, 7 Rosehill Close, Whittington. SY11 4DY
Entry Fee: £1 per class
Please tick all relevant boxes
1 wish to enter: Class 1

Class 2

Class 3

Class 4

Class 5

Class 6

Special
Class

Name: .................................................................... Tel: ...................................
Address: ........................................................................................................11

THE PARISH PLAN

RECIPE OF THE MONTH

As a result of a Parish Plan ‘Kick-Start’ meeting held on 18th June 2013, a
Steering Group was formed to produce the Plan which hopefully is a
reflection of the views and aspirations of the residents of the parish of
Whittington. It has been produced with the results of a questionnaire sent to
every home last year and the views of the pupils at Whittington School.

SPANISH CAKE DESERT

The aim of the Plan is to communicate the views of the residents to the
various responsible authorities, (the Parish Council, Shropshire Council and
the Government) in regards to matters of concern. Some matters are more
easily resolved than others but by putting this plan together with a mandate
from the community we are showing that we do care for the wellbeing of this
our parish.
The steering group would like to thank all those who live in the parish and
contributed to this Parish Plan, and we hope that you will find it an
interesting read.
Copies of the Plan will be available at the Annual parish Meeting to be held
on Tuesday 10th May at 6:30pm in the Senior Citizens Hall. Copies will also
be available after this date at various central locations including the Church,
Castle, Village Shop, Community Centre, Senior Citizens Hall, Fort
Business Park and Oswestry Library. There will also be an electronic version
on the Parish Council website or from your local Parish Councillors.
Jill Whitby - Secretary
Whittington Parish Plan Steering Group
WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers
The lunch at The White Lion this month will be on Tuesday 24th May; as
always please let Val Hayward know if you do NOT wish to be included in
this event; her number is 01691 662434. Please also give Val a ring if you
would like to join this sociable occasion, the cost of the meal is £7.50.
Our Annual General Meeting was held in the hall after the April lunch. The
12

Stale sponge or fruit cake and a little left-over fruit salad are here
transformed into a delicious warm pudding.
For 4-6

4 large slices stale sponge or fruit cake
6 oz fruit, fresh or tinned
¼ pt fresh or frozen orange juice
1tablesponn rum
1 level teaspoon cornflour
½ pt single cream
2 egg yolks
2 oz caster sugar
Salt
Vanilla essence

375°F/190°C/Gas 5
Arrange the cake in a lightly buttered ovenproof dish and top with fruit.
Pour over the orange juice and rum, and bake in the centre of the oven for
10-15 minutes.
Mix the cornflour with a little cream.
Beat the egg yolks with the remaining cream and stir in the cornflour
mixture, sugar and a pinch of salt.
Cook this custard over a low heat, stirring continuously, until smooth.
Whisk for a further 3 minutes until the custard is thick and glossy.
Add vanilla essence to taste, pour the warm custard over the cake and fruit
and serve at once.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Barbershop evangelism – There was a barber who felt he should share his
faith with his customers more. So the next morning he decided: “Today I am
going to witness to the first man that walks through my door.”
Soon after he opened his shop the first man came in for a shave. The barber
sat him down and then fled to the back of the shop to pray. “God, please give
me the wisdom to know just the right thing to say. Amen.” Then the barber
approached the man with his razor knife in hand. “Right then, sir... I presume
you are ready to die?”
25

THE SIX MEN IN MY LIFE
I have become older since the last time I saw you,
And a few changes have come into my life.
Frankly, I have become a frivolous old woman,
I am seeing six gentlemen every day,
As soon as I wake Will Power helps me out of bed.
Then I go and see Jimmy Riddle,
The it’s time for breakfast with Mr Kelloggs,
followed closely with the refreshing company of
Mr Tetley, or my other friend who I only know as P.G.
Then comes someone I don’t like at all, called Arthur-it us,
he knows he’s not welcome but he insists on being here,
and what’s more he stays all day, even when he moves
about from joint to joint.
After a hectic day I am glad to get to bed and with
(Johnny Walker too), what a hectic life.
Oh yes I am now flirting with Al-zheimer.
The vicar called the other day and said that at my age I
should be thinking of the hereafter, so I told him I did all
the time, for no matter where I am, the bedroom, the
kitchen, the living room or the garden I will ask myself
now what am I here after.
Well I will now close and hope that Will Power is your
constant companion,
But do make sure that Emma Royd does not creep up on
you from behind,
And watch out for the crafty one, Gerry-Atric.
WITH LOVE FROM ME
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Hearing
A man went into a church and asked the vicar to pray for
his hearing. Touched by his faith, the vicar agreed. “Kneel
here,” he began in a loud voice. The man knelt, and the
vicar placed a hand on each ear and bellowed a prayer. “I
hope that will help,” he finally shouted.
“Well, I won't know for a while,” the man replied. “It isn’t until next month.”
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AGM is an occasion when we hope members will attend and let us know
their opinions of what has passed during the previous twelve months and
what they think we can achieve in the next; we are here for the members.
A Whist Drive take place on the first Wednesday in the each month and a
weekly session is held on a Monday afternoon at 2:00pm; beginners and
experienced players are all welcome.
IT classes are still being held on Tuesday mornings between 9:30- 11:30am;
these are organised by North Shropshire College.
The coffee mornings have restarted so why not come along to the hall on a
Thursday morning at 10:30am; everyone is welcome so please come along
and enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and some home-made cake.
The line dancing class is still being enjoyed on Thursday afternoons and it is
not too late to come along and partake of some light exercise and plenty of
fun. The class starts at 1:30pm and continues until 3.15pm with a short
break after an hour; the cost is £3.50 and we have a raffle.
The hall is available for hire for parties, meetings etc and the charge is £10
per hour.
We had a belated tea party on Tuesday 29th March to celebrate Veronica’s
70th birthday, which was nearer the beginning of the month, but she had been
spending time with her family. We then enjoyed another afternoon tea at the
Castle on 1st April in anticipation of Easter and the Queen’s 90th birthday.
The staff at the Castle provided a lovely selection of sandwiches and cakes
and many of those attending the tea came along wearing something red,
white and blue; thank you for entering into the spirit of things. We hope to
arrange another visit in either June or July for a strawberry tea.
We would welcome suggestions for some form of entertainment or a trip out
so please contact one of the committee members; Val on 662434, Sue on
650831, Frances on 662366 or Veronica on 680980.
I expect many of you are already aware that George Goddard, one of our
regular supporters, sadly passed away on Saturday 2nd April. He was ninetynine years old and was hoping to be around long enough to receive a
telegram from the Queen; he had been a resident at the New Fairholme
Nursing Home for several years.

Gillian Roberts (01691 662236) 13

May at Whittington Castle
30th April – 2nd May

The Norman Siege of
Whittington Castle
Open Daily at 10:00am
Adults £3, Children £1. This year the siege will
include the local story of Fulk Fitzwarine trying to
gain Whittington and how he became an Outlaw.
th
8 May
9:00am-12:00 noon – Car Boot Sale – £5 per car –
Sorry NO Trade Stands – No cars before 08:30am
15th May
The House of the Blackstar – Medieval Living
History Day. Free entrance, just £1 to park; Stalls
and weapons display
29th May
Outdoor Shakespeare Production - The Festival
Players present “Hamlet”, performances will start at
7:00pm; please bring a seat, the grounds will be open for picnics etc.Prebooked tickets: Adult £14, Concessions £12; on the evening Adults £16 and
Concessions £14. Please phone 01691 662500 to reserve tickets or collect
from the Gift-shop.

20 Garish (Ezekiel 16:16) (5)
21 ‘So God said to Noah, “I am going to put — — to all people”’ (Genesis
22 Just (2 Corinthians 6:13) (4)
6:13) (2,3)
23 ‘The — of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge’ (Proverbs 1:7) (4)

N.B.: The Norman Siege Event will take over the Castle and School with
over 230 Historia Normannis Re-enactors. This is the largest event of the
year and will help raise vital funds to keep the Castle open for future
generations. They provide a wonderful event with something for all of the
family. If you have not been before then please do pay us a visit. The main
battle usually takes place around 2:00pm each day.
Sue Ellis, Castle Manager - Telephone 01691 662500
E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Children's Kitchen Terms
BOIL: The point a parent reaches upon hearing "Yuck" before a food is even
tasted.
EVAPORATE: Magic trick performed by children when it comes time to
clear the table.
DESSERT: The reason for eating a meal.
FRUIT: Something that is never to be confused with dessert.
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Stars may be seen from the bottom of a deep well, when they cannot be
discerned from the top of a mountain. So are many things learned in
adversity which the prosperous man dreams not of.
CH Spurgeon
Hoping is disciplined waiting.

E Hoffmann
23

WHITTINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

Across:
1 One who owes money, goods or services (Isaiah 24:2) (6)
4 ‘A good measure, pressed down, — together and running over’ (Luke
7 Continuous dull pain (Proverbs 14:13) (4)
6:38) (6)
8 This bread contains yeast (Amos 4:5) (8)
9 ‘But take heart! I have — the world’ (John 16:33) (8)
13 And the rest (abbrev.) (3)
16 What Paul was accused of by Tertullus, the high priest’s lawyer, in his
trial before Felix (Acts 24:5) (13)
17 Rap (anag.) (3)
19 Founder of the Jesuits in 1534 (8)
24 ‘For where your — is, there your heart will be also’ (Luke 12:34) (8)
25 The first word written on the wall during King Belshazzar’s great banquet
(Daniel 5:25) (4)
26 ‘We all, like sheep, have gone — ’ (Isaiah 53:6) (6)
27 One was given in honour of Jesus in Bethany (John 12:2) (6)
Down:
1 ‘The blind receive sight, the lame walk, the — hear, the dead are raised’
2 Conduct (Colossians 1:21) (9)
(Luke 7:22) (4)
3 In the Catholic and Orthodox traditions, the body of a saint or his
belongings, venerated as holy (5)
4 ‘Like a — of locusts men pounce on it’ (Isaiah 33:4) (5)
5 Very old (Genesis 44:20) (4)
6 In Calvinist theology, one who is predestined by God to receive salvation
(5)
10 How Nicodemus addressed Jesus when he visited him one night (John
11 Sea (Psalm 148:7) (5)
3:2) (5)
12 ‘I will — you, my God the King; I will praise your name forever and
ever’ (Psalm 145:1) (5)
13 One of the groups of philosophers that Paul met in Athens, who disagreed
with his teaching about the resurrection (Acts 17:18) (9)
14 Barred enclosure (Ezekiel 19:9) (4)
15 ‘Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in — with the Spirit’ (Galatians
18 Cares (anag.) (5)
5:25) (4)
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The President, Glenys Brind, welcomed members to the April meeting and
as is custom we sang Jerusalem before listening to the minutes of the
previous meeting.
It was reported that Margaret Huslon is out of hospital and back home after
her accident, and Libby Morris has delivered flowers to her on our behalf.
The bag sale at a recent Whittington Castle event raised £25.50 for our
coffers.
.
News from the monthly newsletter included that this year’s resolutions for
the WI movement’s Annual General Meeting have been chosen; they are to
avoid food waste and address food poverty. The Ethel Broadhurst Press
report competition has been won by Pam Clarke of Lee Brockhurst WI and
the runner up was Sheila Seal of All Stretton WI. Organisers of Shrewsbury
Flower Show are still appealing for stewards; if you feel you can help please
contact the county office.
West Felton WI have invited us to join them on two excursions, one to Port
Sunlight on 26th June and the other to the Houses of Parliament, which
includes a ninety minute tour, is on 27th August.
Our guest speaker for the evening was Victoria Sugden; Victoria is the
Organising Secretary of the League of Friends at the Robert Jones and
Agnew Hunt Orthopaedic Hospital, Gobowen. She has been in the job for
just eighteen months and gave us a fascinating insight into the League’s
work at this inspirational hospital. There are a total of seventeen fundraising
branches across Shropshire and North Wales and they have raised more than
£4m since the charity began more than fifty years ago. The two hundred
volunteers operate a cafe, shop, library, trolley service and patient help desk.
They visit patients, read to them, help with meal times and brighten up the
hospital with their floral arrangements and gardening skills.
Some of the aims and objectives of the League of Friends are to inform
Patients, to raise funds, to supplement the service provide by the hospital and
to recruit voluntary workers. Some of the items funded by the League during
15

2015 included a Christmas tree for the front entrance of the hospital, comfort
packs for new patients and hospital equipment to make not only the patients
stay more pleasant but also to help the staff in their everyday job.

CHILDREN’S PAGE
A picture celebrating May Day for you to colour

Victoria also told us how proud the League of Friends was to have received
the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service in 2015. This is the highest
national award for voluntary service and is presented to organisations which
put service at the heart of volunteering, are active in their locality and
command the respect of their community. In addition to the Queen’s Award
over sixty volunteers received thirty year long service awards last year.
A vote of thanks was given by Kath Griffiths.
April’s monthly competition was for a money box and it was won by Janet
Barlow, second was Barbara Roberts and 3rd Vanessa Bromley.
To the meeting in May we will welcome Sandy Best, who will speak on the
work of Oswestry Town Council. We also extend a warm welcome to any
new members wishing to join us.
Julie Sheffield

FAMILY BINGO
FRIDAY 6th MAY
Entry £1

5:30 – 7:00pm

Tickets star from 50p
In Whittington Primary
School

Refreshments available
Raffle tickets available before the night
16
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VISIT OF ROUGHSHOD THEATRE GROUP TO OSWESTRY
26th June – 2nd July
The Community Outreach Group
is pleased and excited to
announce the visit of the
Christian
Theatre
Group
‘Roughshod’ to the Oswestry
district this summer. Roughshod
are part of Riding Lights, one of
the foremost Christian drama
organisations in the UK, are well
known for its high energy
presentations with a spiritual
edge. Using a mix of humour,
sketches, parables and stories, a
Roughshod performance will get
the audience laughing... and talking.
Roughshod will be working with the Churches Together in Oswestry District
and the Gobowen churches from 26th June – 2nd July. During this time they
will be visiting local schools and community events as well as staging two
public performances on 29th June in Gobowen Scout Hall, and 2nd July in the
Marches School. Their dynamic mix of comedy, personal stories and
thoughtful drama make this an ideal occasion for us to invite our family and
friends. If you would like to offer support to the visit, there is a list at the
back of church detailing what help is needed and thank you.
Julie Drowley
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
OSWESTRY LIBRARY – Events for Children and Young People
Mondays (during Term Time) 2-2:30pm Rhymes for pre-school children
Fridays (during Term Time) 2-2:30pm Stories and Rhymes for pre-school
children
Wed 11th/25th May 4 – 5pm and Sat 7th May 3 – 4:30pm CODE CLUB
FREE for children ages 7+ - Please book with Library Staff
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Children learn how to make animation and games using computer
programmes. Coding changes the way children analyse and solve problems
and helps develop a child’s creative thinking.
17

HEARING AID CLINIC
Drop in for hearing aid tube changing, battery
collection and advice on hearing aid care.

Oswestry Library
(in the foyer of the Library, Arthur Street, Oswestry SY11 1JN)

10:00am - 12noon
1st Wednesday of the month
Clinic is staffed by NHS Audiology
trained volunteers
For more complex repairs or problems with how your
hearing aid sounds please contact
Shropshire NHS Audiology
by phone (01743 261482) SMS (07913 798467)
or email audiology@sath.nhs.uk
1 May: May Day – Unbridled Merriment
st

May is the month when the ancient pagans used to get up to ‘all sorts!’ The
Romans held their festival to honour the mother-goddess Maia, goddess of
nature and growth; May is named after her. The early Celts celebrated the
feast of Beltane in honour of the sun god, Beli.
For centuries in ‘Olde England’ the people went mad in May. After the hardship of winter and hunger of early Spring, May was a time of indulgence and
18

unbridled merriment. Philip Stubbs, writing in 1853, was scandalised: “for
what kissings and bussing, what smooching and slabbering one of another, is
not practised?”
Henry VIII went ‘maying’ on many occasions.
Then folk would stay out all night in the dark
Rain-warm thickets, and return in the morning
for dancing on the green around the May pole,
archery, vaulting, wrestling and that evening
bonfires.
The Protestant reformers took a strong stand
against May Day, and in 1644 May Day was
abolished altogether. Many May poles came down – only to go up again at
the Restoration, when the first May Day of King Charles IIs reign was ‘the
happiest May Day that hath been many a year in England’, according to
Samuel Pepys.
May Day to most people today brings vague folk memories of a young
Queen of the May decorated with garlands, streamers and flowers; a May
pole to weave, Morris dancing and the intricacies of Well Dressing at
Tissington in Derbyshire.
There has never been a Christian content to May Day, but nevertheless there
is a well-known 6:00am service on the top of Magdalen Tower at Oxford
where a choir sings in the dawn of May Day.
An old May carol includes the lines:
The life of man is but a span,
it flourishes like a flower
We are here today, and gone tomorrow
- we are dead within an hour.
There is something of a sadness about it, both in words and tune; for May
Day is not Easter, and the joys it represents have always been earth-bound
and fleeting.
To be aware that you are ignorant is a great step to knowledge - Anon
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