WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

PARISH SERVICES

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre
Secretary: Mrs Joyce Howard

Tel:656389

SUNDAY SERVICES:
8:00am Holy Communion on 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays
10:30am Holy Communion weekly
6:30pm Holy Communion according to the Book of
Common Prayer on 1st Sunday
6:30pm Evensong on the 3rd Sunday

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:

Chairman: Jonjo Evans
Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis

Tel:671300
Tel:662500

4:00pm Messy Church on the 4th Sunday
(No Service in July or August)

BELL RINGING:

Details from Brian Rothera

Tel:657778

BROWNIES, GUIDES:

6:00-7:15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre
Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere
Tel:624390
BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen)
2 Heather Bank, Gobowen
Tel:658016
e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com

WEEKDAYS: 9:30am Holy Communion - Thursday
5:30pm Choir Practice
- Alternate Thursdays
RECTOR:
Reverend Sarah Burton
Tel:238658
Assoc. Minister: Reverend Richard Burton email:wwfchurch@gmail.com
The Rectory, Castle Street, Whittington SY11 4DF
Curate:

Reverend Jassica Castillo-Burley

Tel:611749

WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:

CHURCHWARDENS:

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions
Leaders: Dawn and Mandy
Meet in the Community Centre 9:00am – 3:00pm

Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington

Tel:670940

Mrs G Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com

Tel:662236

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington
Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington

Tel:656389
Tel:659562

ORGANIST: Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall

Tel:662116

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White
Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm. This will now be the
only stop in the village.

MAGAZINE:
Editor:
Miss A Ward, Manor Garden, 5 Boot Street,
Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com

Tel:672838

CHURCH WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk

Distribution:

Tel:659385

SCHOOL WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonschool.co.uk

WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL:

Tel:670127

SENIOR CITIZENS:

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning
All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall
Secretary: Mrs Gillian Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington

Tel:662236

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE:
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Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road

Headteacher: Mr Carl Rogers
e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk

Tel:662269
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CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY:

May 2018
Church for Young People in the Villages
On 18th March Bishop Mark came to West
Felton for the confirmation of fourteen
people from Whittington and West Felton
churches. Four of the candidates were
adults and the other ten were all young people. It was a very special
service for all involved.
During my seven years in these parishes, we have prepared around
30 young people for confirmation. It’s always great to be able to
spend time with confirmation candidates, getting to know them and
helping them to reflect on Christian faith and what it means for them.
However, helping young people to continue as a part of the church is
challenging, especially in small village churches. Young people need
opportunities to worship and learn in ways that are relevant to them
and they need people with the time and skills to help them reflect on
their faith as they face the challenges of growing up in a rapidly
changing world.
Across the villages in the Oswestry area, we continue to see
significant numbers of young people coming for confirmation. We also
have younger members of Messy Church growing up fast and the first
of these from Whittington were confirmed this year. It was the need to
provide support for these young people that led to the idea of the
Oswestry Rural Youth Group. The idea is to fund a full time Christian
Youth worker who will support young people across the villages and
work with local churches to establish a youth church. I have been part
of the project group, which has been working on this for the last two
years. After all the planning, fundraising and prayer that has gone into
this, I am very pleased to be able to report that we are now in a
position to recruit someone to head up this project. We have received
support and an initial grant funding from Lichfield Diocese as well as
grants and donations from Christian charities, local churches and
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Mr Andy Cawthray - email: WhitCBC@gmail.com

Tel:657178
07581 710523

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:

Richard Beaman

Tel:659166

CRICKET SECRETARY:

Trina Lewis – email: lewisbtkr@aol.com

Tel:774406
07968 844341

BOWLING SECRETARY:

Eileen Sinker

Tel:770212

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY:

Mrs Kath Griffiths

Tel:662116

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON
AND WEST FELTON:

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG
e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk
Tel:650488
WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL:

Mrs A. S. Cowley, “Pear Tree” Cottage, Treflach, Oswestry
(Clerk to the Council) – Held the fourth Tuesday in the month
ascowley.whitpc@sky.com
www.whittingtonpc.wordpress.com

Tel:659496

SHROPSHIRE YOUTH SERVICE:

Rural Mobile visits the village on Tuesday 6:15pm – 8:00pm
bus parks opposite the “Premier” Shop, Whittington.
Open to young people between the ages of 13 – 20 yrs.
Contact: Wendy Stockton, Shropshire Council Youth Worker.

Tel:654175

BAPTISM SECRETARY:

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk

Tel:681036

WEDDING: Please contact the Rector

Tel:238658
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name. Numerous walking tours are available, with the Chicago Loop
Alliance offering some free tours. Exploring the Loop includes some of the
city’s stunning public art created by world-renowned artists such as Pablo
Picasso, Joan Miro, Alexander Calder, Marc Chagall and Henry Moore and
also some of the best-known architecture, including the Art Institute of
Chicago, the Aon Center Plaza, Thompson Center, Daley Center, Chase
Plaza, Federal Plaza, the Chicago Board of Trade Building and Millennium
Park. Millennium Park is famous for both its innovative architecture and
landscape design; its most outstanding feature is the state-of-the-art outdoor
concert venue, the Jay Pritzker Pavilion, which seats more than 4,000 people
and hosts regular concerts.
The stretch of Michigan Avenue that runs from Chicago River to Oak Street
is known as the Magnificent Mile. Famed for its nightlife, it also serves as
the main thoroughfare between Chicago’s Loop business district and the
Gold Coast. The Magnificent Mile has more than 460 shops and boutiques,
and more than 200 restaurants. There is also historic architecture to be
admired on a boat or trolley tour, including the Wrigley Building, the John
Hancock Center and the Chicago Tribune newspaper, there are even weekly
fireworks displays.

individual donors, all of which we are very grateful for. This is a very
exciting opportunity to provide help and support for young people to
live as Christians and continue as part of the church. Although our
initial funding is secure we will need to find new funding to carry the
project forward. We will also need volunteers to assist with the project
in different roles: working with the youth worker, creating links
between the project and the local churches, fundraising etc. Please
join us in praying that the right person will be found to develop this
very important work and if you’d like to know more, please get in
touch or visit our website: https://www.oryc.org.uk/
The day of the confirmation was also the day we heard that Bishop
Mark and his wife Mandy will be leaving the Diocese as Mark takes
up a new role as Priest-in-Charge of the Ashburton and Moorland
Team in the Exeter Diocese, where he will also be an Assistant
Bishop. Mark and Mandy’s ministries in the Diocese were much
appreciated and they will be greatly missed. We wish them well for
this new chapter in their lives.

Sarah,
Whittington Rectory

Jassica’s Ordination as Priest
Jassica’s Ordination to the Priesthood will take place at a service at
St. Giles Church, Shrewsbury on the evening of Saturday 23rd June.
We are having a Bring and Share lunch at Whittington Rectory on
Sunday 24th June to celebrate the occasion and all are welcome.
(Further details in the June magazine)
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DIARY
1

ST PHILIP AND ST JAMES
2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

2

7:30pm

Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens’ Hall; £1.50
including refreshments

3

9:30am

Holy Communion

5

8:30am

The May Prayer Breakfast to support the Schools
Christian Project Worker will be at Chirk Methodist
Church, Chirk; if you would like to attend please call
Lynn Carroll on 659385 by Wednesday 2nd May
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SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
10:30am
6:30pm

Parish Communion
Holy Communion according to the Book of Common
Prayer

12:00noon-4:30pm Open Gardens in aid of Save the Children at
Byeways and Garden Croft, Daisy Lane; further
details on page 9
7

MAY DAY HOLDAYS
12:00noon-4:30pm Open Gardens in aid of Save the Children at
Byeways and Garden Croft, Daisy Lane; further
details on page 9

8

2:00-3:00pm
7:00pm

4

is 1,353 feet above street level. Elevators whisk visitors up to the observation
deck where the views stretch out across the city and Lake Michigan, and as
far as neighbouring states on a clear day. The Skydeck is completely
transparent, so that visitors look straight down through the floor. Inside,
there are some interactive exhibits and computer information terminals for a
tour of the city’s landmarks. The Willis Tower, standing at 110 storeys high,
is the tallest building in North America and one of the tallest in the world.
Navy Pier encompasses acres of parks and gardens, shops, and restaurants,
as well as serving as an embarkation point for tour and excursion boats. Its
150ft Ferris wheel attracts more than eight million people a year and other
attractions include an IMAX theatre, Chicago’s Children's Museum, and the
Smith Museum of Stained Glass Windows.
Chicago’s colourful and fascinating history, which ranges from devastating
fires to gangster assasinations can be seen through a collection of artefacts at
the Chicago History Museum. This includes the first passenger car to operate
on the Chicago L system, Michael Jordan’s Chicago Bulls jersey, and
seemingly every postcard ever made of Chicago. The admission cost
includes an audio guide to help visitors make sense of all the exhibitions.
An impressive pair of bronze lions guards the entrance to the Art Institute of
Chicago, a museum which houses one of the greatest art collections in the
world. Works date from 3,000 BC through to the present day, from Japanese
ukiyo-e prints and ancient Egyptian bronzes to masterpieces of 20th century
sculpture. Exhibits include paintings and drawings, photographs, textiles,
sculptures, and architectural works.
Chicago is not known as a beach holiday destination but its position on the
shore of Lake Michigan gives it access to over 26 miles of open and free lake
frontage. Oak Street Beach and North Avenue Beach are the most
fashionable places to see and be seen; the Rogers Park Beaches are also
excellent and Howard Beach has a playground for children, while Pratt
Beach offers tennis courts and jogging paths. Kathy Osterman Beach
(formerly Hollywood Beach) is a great place for beach volleyball and has
child-friendly shallow waters at the north end.

Praise and Play in church
Parochial Church Council meets in the Senior
Citizens’ Hall

The Loop is the central business district and in the late 19th century cable car
turnarounds and prominent elevated railway encircled the area, giving it its
33

TRAVELLER’S TALES

10

CHICAGO
Once the city of gangsters, Chicago is now a thriving city, and almost as
popular as New York, with its galleries, theatres, restaurants and a shopping
scene good enough to attract shopaholics. If there is anything that might put
visitors off it could be the weather; it is known as the ‘Windy City’ for good
reason. Summers, between June and August, are overly hot and humid, and
winters, between December and February, are unbearably cold, windy, and
snow-covered. The best time to visit is during early autumn, when the air is
frosty but it sparkles under blue skies and sunshine.
A good option for visitors is the Go Chicago Card which gives discounted
admission to all of the city’s key attractions plus shopping and dining
discounts, various free tours, and a guide book. Passes can be from one to
five days and prices start at $95 for an adult. It’s worth getting a sense of
perspective from the start by visiting the John Hancock Observatory or the
Willis Tower (formerly Sears Tower) Skydeck for views of the city from
breathtakingly high up; then check out Navy Pier for a 3D motion simulation
of Chicago’s fascinating history and its future. Afterwards, hop on a boat
tour departing from the adjoining pier to explore the waterfront area.
The John Hancock building
is Chicago’s third highest
skyscraper and on the 94th
floor, 1,000 feet above
street level, the 360 Chicago
Observatory is the city’s
only open-air skywalk, with
360-degree views, a talking
telescope, audio Skytours
that provide an overview of the city with 16 stops, and the History Wall,
with hundreds of photos illustrating Chicago’s history. An annual ‘Hustle up
the Hancock’ stair climb race up the 94 floors is held every February. With a
distinctive x-bracing exterior skin, its Observatory competes with the
facilities of the iconic Sear’s Tower Skydeck across town in the Financial
District. The Sears Tower was renamed the ‘Willis Tower’ in July 2009 but
the old name is still commonly used. Located on its 103rd floor, the Skydeck
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ASCENSION DAY
9:30am

Holy Communion

7:00pm

Whittington WI meets in the Community Centre
Speaker: John (The Basket Man) Topic: Weaving
Baskets and telling stories of old

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER – CHRISTIAN AID WEEK
8:00am
10:30am
6:30pm

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Evensong – Churches Together in Oswestry District
Christian Aid Service
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LAST DAY for magazine material for the June edition of the
“Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, Manor Garden,
5 Boot Street, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com
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9:30am

Whittington Senior Citizens visit to Bridgemere
Garden Centre; further details on page 12

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play at Whittington Rectory

6:30pm

Pre-Whittington International Music Festival Talk;
in Whittington Parish Church, the venue for all
concerts unless indicated otherwise

7:30pm

Concert 1 Whittington International Music Festival

16

7:30pm

Concert 2 Whittington International Music Festival

17

9:30am

Holy Communion

10:00am-12:00noon Coffee Morning in Aid of Christian Aid in the
Senior Citizens’ Hall; further details page 21
1:00-1:50pm

7:30pm

Organ Recital of British Music (part of Whittington
International Music Festival) by Gerry Howe in St
Oswald’s Parish Church Oswestry; this concert is
FREE. Tea and coffee available from 12:00 noon in
the adjoining Parish Centre; bring your sandwiches
Concert 3 Whittington International Music Festival 5

18

7:30pm

Concert 4 Whittington International Music Festival

19

7:30pm

Concert 5 Whittington International Music Festival

20

PENTECOST – WHIT SUNDAY

21
22

10:30am
6:30pm

Music Festival Service – all welcome
Evensong

3:00pm

Concert 6 Whittington International Music Festival

7:30pm

Archdeacons Visitation at St Oswald’s Parish
Church, Oswestry

12:00noon

Senior Citizens Monthly Lunch at the White Lion;
£7.50, further details page 12

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church
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9:30am

School Service for Pentecost – ALL WELCOME

24

9:30am
Holy Communion
10:00am-12:00 noon Coffee Morning in church; further details page 13

25

10:30am-1:00pm Taster Exercise Session in the Senior Citizens’
Hall; further details on page 28
Whittington School breaks for Half Term
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TRINITY SUNDAY
8:00am
10:30am
4:00pm

31

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Messy Church

CORPUS CHRISTI (DAY OF THANKSGIVING FOR THE
INSTITUTION OF THE HOLY COMMUNION)
9:30am

Holy Communion

Whittington Cemetery: The planned work in the cemetery has now been
completed.
Garden of Remembrance: It was noted that the bulbs in the Garden are
now coming through.
Whittington Castle: On 22nd March the Antiques Valuation Day went ahead
between 10:00am-12:00noon. It was attended by Christine Trevanion, of
Bargain Hunt fame, and her business partner Aaron Dean. Sixty five people
brought items to be valued, paying £1 for each item presented for valuation;
the coffee shop also did very well.
Councillor Charmley: Councillor Carmley mentioned that he had heard of
lamp-posts that could support WiFi; he would investigate to see what the
benefits would be.
Areas of Concern: Concerns were raised regarding vehicles parking on the
pavement in Boot Street.
Annual Parish Meeting: The Chairman of the Parish Council confirmed
that Police Crime Commissioner John Campion would be attending the
meeting. It was suggested and agreed that neighbouring Parish Councillors
be invited to the meeting which will be held on Tuesday 8th May 2018,
commencing at 6:00pm, in the Senior Citizens’ Hall. All are invited to attend
this meeting which will have various speakers.
Date and time of the next meeting: The next Parish Council Meeting will
be at 7:30pm on Tuesday 24th April 2018 in the Senior Citizens’ Hall.
Paul Thompson-Lawrence
(This article is a brief outline of the main discussion points for the
Whittington Parish Council meeting and does not represent a formal record.
For an official copy of the minutes please contact the Parish Clerk or look on
the Parish Website - www.whittingtonpc.wordpress.com)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Star-gazing – I can see how astronomers figure out the distance to the stars,
and their individual size and composition and temperatures and all that.
What really gets me is how they find out what their names are!
Kindness is the true revealer of a person’s greatness – Anon

6

12:00noon-4:00pm Derwen College Fete and Open Day
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for non-emergency calls. The Police mobile numbers above will only be
answered if the Officer is on duty. If your call is not answered please leave
your name, number and a brief message. The Officer will respond at their
earliest convenience when they are next on duty.
A discussion was had with PC Le Clare regarding some youths riding bikes
around the green, causing a disturbance and making a lot of noise. Letters
from the police will be sent to the parents of these children. It was decided
that the Parish Council would pay for CCTV equipment to be installed to
help identify the offenders.
Crimes reported in February: There were eight in total – Assault (1);
Anti-Social Behaviour (3); Criminal Damage (1); Theft (3).
Planning: 17/02638/E/EIA – Re-consultation of planning application
Bryn-Y-Plentyn Farm – Proposed erection of an extension to a freerange egg production and associated works
18/01168/FUL – 35 Fitzgwarine Drive – erection of extensions and
conversion of existing garage
Permission granted:17/05094/FUL – Perrymoor Farm, Berghill Lane –
Erection of extensions and conversion of barns
Donation Requests: Councillors discussed a donation request received from
the producers of the Ripple magazine and £200 was agreed.
Footway Lighting: The Clerk was advised of more street lamp out-rages
which would be notified to our contractor. The new LED lamp-heads had
arrived and were all ok. The contractor would be installing some in Park Hall
imminently.
Neighbourhood planning: Most of the Councillors had attended a meeting
on the evening of Tuesday 13th March. A presentation was made by a
representative from Shropshire Council, who outlined what was happening
and shared information on what other councils in the Shropshire area were
doing regarding planning.
Play area: There are no problems with the play area and the Council are
awaiting an inspection.
30

ADVANCE NOTICE FOR JUNE
June
3

4:00pm

Messy Church

4

Whittington School re-opens after Half Term
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Extracts from the Parish Registers
for the month of March 2018
REQUIESCAT IN PACE
“May the Souls of the Faithful Departed Rest in Peace”
9th March 2018

Joan Elizabeth Allison
aged 85 of Cambrian Avenue

10th March 2018

Brenda Catherine Jones
aged 79 of Western Avenue

16th March 2018

Hannah Rosetta Stamps
aged 86 of Yew Tree Close

30th March 2018

Margaret Beryl Tomley
aged 83 of Selattyn

Communicants for the month……...…195
Attendance for the month……….........224
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The Rector and Trustees of the Friends of St John the Baptist acknowledge
the following donations:A donation of £100.00
A donation of £105.00

Anon
Anon
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
THANK YOU

A sincere “thank you” to all those who helped and joined us in celebrating
Arthur’s 90th Birthday at the beginning of April. Also for your cards, and
the kind donations which have been passed on to the church.
Arthur and Julie Drowley 7

EASTER FLOWERS
As always the ladies worked very hard to produce a
wonderful display in church to celebrate Easter, thank you.
Thank you also to the very many people who gave so
generously towards the cost of the flowers, the donations totalled £110.00. I
am sure you all agree how wonderful the church looked.
Barbara Phipps
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
A SPECIAL THANK YOU
There are many good neighbours in Whittington who help those around them
without waiting to be asked. They cleared the snow so that the elderly were
not trapped in their homes; they fetched groceries for those not feeling so
well; they provided transport for various medical appointments and much
else besides.
So this is a very big THANK YOU to all of you from your grateful
neighbours whose lives would have been so much more difficult without
your kindness.

Magazine Subscription
Next month you will see an envelope stapled
to the front of your magazine. This will be
for your magazine subscription money.
Return your envelope to the person delivering
your magazine by the end of June please, to take advantage of
the special subscription rate of still just £5.50
Calming the storm – I was telling my children the story of when Jesus and
the disciples were in a boat, crossing the Sea of Galilee, and a storm came up
and threatened to sink them. I went on: ‘Meanwhile, Jesus had fallen asleep
in the stern. So, the disciples, scared of drowning, went back and woke
Jesus, hoping He could save them. Then Jesus woke up and said, “Be
quiet…”’
To which my son interjected, ‘because I’M TRYING TO SLEEP!’
8

Your influence on other people is
negative or positive – never neutral. Anon

Whittington Parish Council News,
Meeting held on 27th March 2018
There were seven Parish Councilors, the Clerk, PC Katie Le Clare and
Shropshire Councilor Charmley at the meeting. Mrs Cowley, the Parish
Clerk, advised the council members present that she would be stepping down
from her role as she is planning a move to the south of the country. More
information will be revealed once the move is arranged.
Matters arising from last month’s meeting: The Clerk is waiting for more
information regarding the British Heart Foundation grant towards the
purchase of a Defibrillator. It was decided that one with a keypad would be
the best option; the Council has already received an enquiry from someone
wishing to be one of those able to use it. It will be sited on the road-facing
wall of the Senior Citizens’ Hall.
Your Local Police Officer and Community Support Officers Contact
numbers: Local Police Officer: - PC 3718 Kate Le’Clere – 07792 774 024
Police Community Support Officers: - PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes – O7816
172 510; and PCSO 40279 Pete Roberts – O7792774047
About your Team: Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and
partners to identify, tackle and solve issues that matter to the community
where you live. Making neighbourhoods safer by cutting day to day crime
and anti-social behaviour is at the heart of keeping people in West Mercia
safe. Thanks to an investment in mobile tablet style computers, these will
enable officers to spend more time on patrol on the street and in
neighbourhoods. Officers will continue to come to people when they need
them and provide a high quality service however you contact us - in person
(on the street, at community bases and at partners and communities together
[PACT] meetings), on the phone or online.
Get in touch - 101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime
 oswestryrn.snt @westmercia.pnn.police.uk
 www.westmercia.police.uk
/
@Oscops - Only call 999 in an emergency, when a crime is in
progress or life is in danger.
In the event of a Police emergency call 999 for urgent attention; or ring 101
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An Exercise TASTER CLASS
AND LIGHT LUNCH

SAVE THE CHILDREN

BOOK TO JOIN US!

PLANT SALE & TWO OPEN GARDENS
WHITTINGTON, SY11 4EA

FRIDAY 25th MAY
10:30am-1:00pm

SUNDAY 6th MAY 12:00 – 4:30pm
MONDAY 7th MAY 12:00 – 4:30pm

In WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS’ HALL
SY11 4BS

BYEWAYS, Daisy Lane: A family garden with a

STAY ACTIVE
GET STRONGER
IMPROVE
YOUR BALANCE

GARDEN CROFT, Daisy Lane: A young eco-

FALLS TALK – SEATED EXERCISE – PILATES
LUNCH

woodland walk through an interesting variety of mature trees and
shrubs, and enclosing peaceful sitting areas. Contact 01691-659035
friendly garden planted with perennials for interest all the year
round; 5-year old trees and vegetable beds, and fruit for
sustainability. Contact 01691-650711

Plant prices are moderate for your encouragements!
ENTERTAINMENT BY:
KINNERTON MORRIS MEN – SUNDAY
HASLINGTON FOLK ORCHESTRA – MONDAY
Refreshments are available at both gardens
(refreshment proceeds to St John the Baptist Church)

HELP WITH TRANSPORT AVAILABLE

ENTRANCE: BY DONATION
TO SAVE THE CHILDREN

Call Lisa on 01743 342162 to book
(as we are providing lunch)
or Email: lisa.darkin@shropshire-rcc.org.uk
Facilitated by Shropshire RCC’s Wise and Well Team
Shropshire RCC is a company limited by guarantee registered in
England and Wales No: 4652487. Registered Charity No. 1098779
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Parking signs will be in place
Reg. Charity no: 213890

Dogs on leads welcome
9

WHITTINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
Eighteen members met in the Community Centre on April 12th for the
monthly meeting.
Our group is continuing with research with the aim of discovering a local
member of the suffrage movement. We would like to celebrate the one
hundred years of women getting the vote by honouring a local Whittington
woman, but our investigations are proving difficult. We have discovered
that the first meeting of the Oswestry Branch of the National Union of
Women’s Suffrage Societies (NUWSS) was held in the Autumn of 1909 in
the Memorial Hall, Oswestry and was well attended, but we have not been
able to find who these women were.
Six members were thanked for their hard work litter picking in the village.
Whittington WI organised a litter pick in March and over the course of two
hours collected eight bags of rubbish/litter. We may make this a regular
event as members felt it was a very worthwhile thing to do. We were
supported by Shropshire Council who provided equipment and collected the
rubbish afterwards.
A reminder was given to members to bring wrapped parcels for the Derwen
Fete to the next meeting in May. Whittington WI members will be manning
a stall at the Fete on Thursday 31st May and volunteers were asked to sign
up.
We were pleased to welcome Libby Morris as our speaker and she
demonstrated four beautiful flower arrangements with both home-grown and
bought flowers and foliage. She made flower arranging look so easy with her
gorgeous use of spring flowers. These arrangements were kindly raffled off
afterwards raising £23 for funds.
Our next meeting will be held in the Community Cente on Thursday May
10th at 7:00pm and the speaker will be John the basket man, weaving baskets
and telling stories of old. We are always pleased to welcome new members,
so please pop along and visit us for a meeting, make new friends and learn
something new too.
Sandy Wilson
A punctual person is patient, because he gets that
10
way waiting for those who are not punctual

Annual General Meeting
Monday 14th May 7:30 – 9:00pm
All Saints’ Church Trefonen, SY10 9DY
Former worker Hannah Moore, who left the project to work in Malawi and
now works with Shrewsbury Youth for Christ, will be our guest speaker.
The brief business meeting will be followed by light refreshments and a
chance to talk to those involved in the project. Everyone is very welcome.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Focus on Hearing Loss Services
NHS England estimates that 1 in 5
people in Shropshire, over 64,000, suffer from some degree of hearing loss.
This is significantly higher than the national average for England.
Healthwatch Shropshire would like to hear about people’s experiences of
NHS treatment and support. We are aware that some people have been
struggling to access ear suction services at their local GP and would like to
get a more detailed picture of all audiology services and treatments both in
GP practices, hospitals and clinics. Jane Randall-Smith, Chief Officer of
Healthwatch Shropshire, said: “Hearing loss is a ‘Hot Topic’ for us. It is
often described as the ‘hidden disability’ and it affects so many of us that we
really want to make sure that the patient voice is heard by those who provide
and pay for the services. We are very keen to hear about good service and
treatment as well as less good; I would encourage those who would like to
help us improve services to contact us through our website
www.healthwatchshropshire.co.uk or ring us on 01743 237884.” Healthwatch Shropshire is the independent consumer champion for health and
social care in Shropshire. It gathers the views and experiences of patients,
service users, carers, and the general public about services including
hospitals, GPs, mental health services, community health services,
pharmacists, opticians, residential care and children’s services. It also has
statutory powers that it can use to influence service provision by encouraging
improvements.
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ANSWER’S TO APRIL’S QUIZ
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

Lewis Carroll
Forsyth
Pride and Prejudice
Trainspotting
Gloucestershire
Rev. Awdry
Maigret
Terry Pratchett
Daphne Du Maurier
Mowgli
Catch-22
Ladybird
P. D. James
Adams
Benedictine
Female
Horace Rumpole
Legal profession
The Prodigal Daughter
Antonia
10/6
John le Carré
Margaret Thatcher’s
Ian Fleming
Edwina Currie
Nelson Mandela
China
Julian Fellowes
Bunter
Mercenaries
Dan Brown
Nancy Sinatra
Jack Higgins
Maureen Lipman

PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE
At the Parish Council meeting on 27th
March, the Council agreed to the
installation of a mobile CCTV Camera to
assist the Police identify the youths who
have been congregating around the shop
and on the Green, causing damage to both
the Green and streetlights in the area, as
well as causing distress to the nearby
residents. The Camera has been installed
and will be monitored by the Safer
Neighbourhood Team Unit at Oswestry
Police Station. The Council would like to
thank the team and the residents who have
helped bring the issues to their attention.
At the same meeting Sue Cowley the
Parish Clerk, gave notice of her intention
to resign from the role. Sue has been the
Clerk for almost 30 years, and has given
invaluable support to the Council over
this time. Sue and her husband Brian are
moving down to the Winchester area, to
be nearer to their two daughters
and granddaughter. Sue will be sorely
missed by the Council, but we wish them
both well. The post of Parish Clerk will be
advertised shortly, and the Council hope
to fill it at the earliest opportunity.
Jill Whitby - Parish Council Chair

Don’t delay – Never put off until tomorrow what you can do today, because
by that time there will be a tax on it.
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THIS IS WHITTINGTON’S FESTIVAL MONTH!
The banners are up on the church wall again at the turn to Ellesmere, and our
village Music Festival is all set for its sixth season! It starts on Tuesday 15 th
May and runs till Sunday 20th. You will find full details in the brochure
enclosed with your copy of the Ripple.
During that week we shall have fifteen international musicians staying with
us, some of them quite at home here after enjoying our hospitality before.
And we shall play host too to an audience from far and wide, the majority
from nearby, but many wanting to experience not just brilliant music-making
but also our castle and countryside.
Now is the time to get your own tickets: there is always a last-minute rush
that is best to avoid. They’re on sale in the village Post Office from just £15.
(Don’t forget anybody aged 8-25 can get free tickets by ringing 01691
657986). Do come along, even if you think classical music isn’t your thing.
Enjoy a great atmosphere, wine in the interval – and our festival.
Lawrence and Rosie Mortimer
01691-657986
www.whittingtonmusicfestival.org.uk
Here are some tips on which nights to aim for:
 For string ensemble – every night
 For piano as part of the mix – every night
 For woodwind and brass as part of the mix – Wednesday & Thursday
 For a dash of good British folk – Friday
 For “The Lark Ascending” – Thursday
 For early stuff (16th-18th century) – Tuesday, Friday – Sunday
 For a short performance by young musicians – Friday
 For women composers – Thursday, Friday, Sunday
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WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers

Whittington Together
Whittington Village Fete 2018
Bank Holiday Monday 27th August

As I write this page I am hoping that by the time you read it we are
experiencing some warmer, drier weather. It has been a long wet and cold
winter and spring just does not seem to want to come.

The planning for this year’s Whittington Village fete is
underway and like last year it will be held in the grounds of
Whittington Castle on August Bank Holiday Monday.

The lunch at the White Lion this month is on Tuesday 22nd May; please
contact Val Hayward on 01691 662434 if you would like to join us, or if you
are a regular attendee please let Val know if you are unable to join us this
month. The cost of the two course roast lunch is currently £7.50 and includes
tea or coffee. Why not join us and see if you enjoy our company, you do not
have to commit to attending every month.

The fete will follow the same format as our previous two events with this
year’s theme being the marking of the Centenary of the end of World War 1.
We will have a Bouncy Castle, Slide, Trampolines and small fairground
rides for children as well as arena activities for all the family. There will
also be a good selection of private and charity stalls together with some
interesting food outlets and a bar.

On Tuesday 3rd April we held our Easter Tea which was enjoyed by thirty
people. Once again many thanks go to the hard-working committee for
preparing sandwiches; and to Val and Frances for baking scones and cakes.
On Tuesday 17th April we visited Hereford to see the ceramic poppies that
have been on display at the cathedral and various other cities. On the subject
of poppies, the Whittington Together Committee is looking for volunteer
knitters to help them provide 20,000 poppies for a cascade of them for the
village fete. Patterns are available on request and the poppies can be knitted
or crocheted.
The Annual General Meeting took place on Tuesday 24th April at 1:30pm in
the hall; details will be in next month’s edition. Subscriptions are now due
for 2018/19 and it has been decided to leave the subscription at £6 for
another year.
On the 15th May we will visit Bridgemere Garden Centre again as it was a
popular venue and members have requested a return visit. The cost will be
£10 which will include the cost of the coach and a tip for the driver. There
will be the usual pick-up points starting at Rosehill at 9:30am, then the hall
followed by the Three Trees.
On the 12th June it has been decided to visit Trentham Garden Village, this
will cost £15 which will cover the cost of the coach, driver’s tip and entry.
There will be the same arrangements for the coach pick-ups.
12

The event is free to all who attend and there will be free car parking at the
Castle Fields, Whittington School and the Cricket and Bowls Club. Our key
fund raising activity is our popular bottle stall. If you are able to provide a
bottle for our stall it will be greatly appreciated. Please contact me to arrange
pick up.
Due to the success of last year’s event, Whittington Together was able to
provide grants to three local organisations to support their work within our
community and should funds permit we hope to do the same again this year.
We would welcome more volunteers to help set up and close down on the
day and also to manage the event. If you would like to help please let me
know. My details are given below. For now put the date in your diary and
watch out for more communications on our Facebook Page
www.facebook.com/Whittingtontogether/ as we get closer to the fete.
We hope to build on the experiences of our previous events and to make the
fete even better.
On behalf of Whittington Together we look forward to welcoming you and
your friends to the fantastic setting of Whittington Castle to help us mark the
centenary of the end of World War 1.
Ian Johnson - Chairman Whittington Together
0791 702 5003 Email: whittingtontogether@btinternet.com
A recession is a period when people do
without the things their parents never had
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CHILDREN’S PAGE
Colour-in the picture and solve the puzzles

We will try and arrange a visit to the Museum near Denbigh, in July (if the
driver can locate the premises).
Please contact Val or myself if you wish to join one of these trips.
On Friday 25th May between 10:30am – 1:00pm there will be a Taster
Exercise Session in the hall which will include lunch. Please let us know if
you would like to attend; it would be good to have as many as possible there
trying something different.
Committee Members: President: Val Hayward; Vice President: Veronica
Hargraves; Secretary: Gill Roberts; Treasurer: Marion Lycett; Committee
Members: Frances Savage, Sue Dyke, Glenys Shuker, Mary Tomkins
Gill Roberts – 0 1691 662236
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Coffee & Company
Come and Enjoy
a
Cup of Coffee or Tea
and a chat
In
Whittington Church - Thursday 24th May
10:00am – 12:00noon

All are very welcome
Entrance is free
Voluntary Donations to the Church
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Polite - A New York traffic expert says that some London taxi drivers are
refreshingly different - and witty - compared to those in New York. He tells
the story of the London taxi driver who screeched to a halt when a tourist
bolted into the road, headed one way, then headed the other way, and then
stopped, looking around in confusion. Leaning out of the window the taxi
driver asked very politely “I say sir, may I ask, what are your immediate
plans?”
13

On church towers, rock cakes, scaffolding
and the merits of confirming bats
The Rectory
St. James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
We are finally about to start repairing our medieval
church tower. Would that we still paid medieval
prices for having it done; there would be a degree of
satisfaction in giving the builders a hogshead of ale and 10 sheep once the
work was completed. I would even be prepared to throw in an Indulgence,
sparing them 100 days in purgatory (the architect probably claiming 15% of
them for himself).
After several endless jumble sales, coffee mornings – where we were obliged
to eat Mrs Jarvis’s rock cakes (many of us would have been happier to make
a substantial donation to the fund provided we didn’t have to eat them) –
sponsored events (Mr Peat has yet to return, five years late, from his
sponsored cycle ride across the Sahara – but fortunately, we had his sponsor
money collected before he departed) and a substantial loan from the bank
that makes the National Debt seem trivial (and has the same probability of
being repaid), we are now able to begin. The only sponsored event I
regretted not having was paying to have Lady Trotter remain silent for a
month. Even sponsoring her to keep quiet for half an hour would have been
pleasant.
We received a substantial donation from a local manufacturer. It was
suggested that as a sign of appreciation we advertise their products from the
top of the tower – until it was gently pointed out that they produce nuclear
warheads. I would have had no objection; knowing that council members
possessed tactical nuclear weapons would make discussion at meetings
rather brisker.
Scaffolding has now been erected around the tower, with the first 20 feet
covered in sheet metal in order to stop the Young Farmers, after refreshing
themselves at their Tuesday meetings in the pub, from trying to see who
could be the first to reach the top. Personally, I suspect it is to stop the more
athletic members of the Ladies’ Guild from attempting the same feat. 80year-olds these days can have fearsome energy and determination.
Fulfilling current safety regulations, there is now a security cordon around
14

RECIPE OF THE MONTH
Each fruit and vegetable has a prime time when it’s at its seasonal best – for
the month of May it’s the turn of asparagus and rhubarb.
ASPARAGUS SOUP

450g fresh asparagus
50g margarine or butter
125ml single cream
850ml chicken or vegetable stock
4 tablespoons plain flour
Salt and Pepper as per personal taste

Chop asparagus and add them to 250ml of the stock in a pan over a medium
heat and sauté them until the asparagus is tender.
Meanwhile in a large saucepan over medium to high heat, melt the
margarine/butter, add the flour and stir well until smooth. Gradually add the
remaining stock. Continue to cook, stirring occasionally, until slightly
thickened.
Add the single cream, salt, pepper and cooked asparagus with liquid.
Stir well and heat thoroughly before serving.
RHUBARB SOUR CREAM PIE

10-12 stalks of fresh rhubarb
1 egg
300g granulated sugar
1 carton sour cream (approx 200g)
110g plain flour
110g brown sugar
PREHEAT OVEN: 220°C/ 425°F/Gas 7
Grease an ovenproof dish. Chop and spread the rhubarb in an even layer at
the bottom of the dish.
Whisk together the egg, granulated sugar, sour cream and 45g of flour until
smooth. Pour over the rhubarb.
In another bowl, mix together the remaining 65g of flour and brown sugar.
Rub in butter until the mixture is crumbly and sprinkle over the top of the
pie.
Bake for 15 minutes then reduce the heat to 175°C/335°F/Gas 3½. Continue
to bake for 40 minutes, or until the edges have puffed, and the topping is
golden.
Cool completely before slicing and serving.
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the tower of approximately 10 square miles. “Lest at any time thou dash thy
foot against a stone”? These days, a dashed foot would involve court
proceedings and damages of several million pounds.

Diary of a Momentous Year: May 1918:
Not just cannon-fodder
If, like me, you wonder how on earth people coped
with the sheer horror of the carnage on the battlefields
of the First World War, two pieces of writing suggest an
answer. One, the poem ‘For the Fallen’, I wrote about
last month. In this article I would like to consider the poem, subsequently an
enormously popular hymn, ‘O Valiant Hearts’.

Inside the church, the organ has had to be covered in polythene sheeting in
order to protect it. Parish relations were somewhat strained last week when
our deputy organist, Mrs Ffrench, while playing for Evensong, overheard me
refer to the large bag on the organ and got quite the wrong impression.

It was written by John Stanhope Arkwright and published in a collection of
his work in 1919. It seems to me to reflect tellingly the emotional response
of a nation in deepest mourning for half a generation of young men. Its best
known tune is by Charles Harris. It was my father’s favourite hymn, sung
every Remembrance Sunday.

The greatest inconvenience will be caused to our population of bats, but if it
dissuades them from flying into church so much the better. The only other
possibility is to get them all confirmed; we will then never see them inside
church again.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

But I can remember our new young vicar, fresh from service as an army
chaplain in the nineteen-forties, explaining that we would not be singing it
again. It confused, he explained, two entirely different things, the sacrifice of
so many soldiers’ lives in war with the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross.
The heart of the problem was verse 4, which directly compared the two acts
of sacrifice. On the cross ‘in the frailty of our human clay/ Christ our
Redeemer passed the self-same way’. It is seldom sung now, but I noticed
the tune was played by the military band at last Autumn’s Festival of
Remembrance.
I have rediscovered it while researching these articles. It is a beautiful hymn,
full of passion, grief and hope. Whatever its theological naivety, it offered
enormous comfort to a generation reeling from the ghastly slaughter of a war
which brought bereavement to virtually every family in Britain. The hymn
told them what they needed to hear, that their loved ones were not victims of
a senseless conflict; their lives and deaths had meaning and a spiritual
dignity. Perhaps once a year we should get it out and read it through their
eyes.
Canon David Winter
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Grace to be not like porridge
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O Lord, grant that we may not be like porridge
Stiff, stodgy and hard to stir
But like cornflakes: crisp, fresh and ready to serve.

Anon

4:00pm Sunday 3rd June, Whittington Church

‘The Wind Blows’

Messy Church
for Pentecost
 We begin with crafts and activities
 At 4:30pm we gather for a short act of
worship with songs and a story.
 We end with sandwiches, cakes and
Drinks for all to share

Everyone welcome
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Got it all already - ‘I cannot understand you,’ said the young man to his
unmarried aunt. ‘You seem so happy and contented. I’ve always thought that
unmarried women are lonely and miserable and just longing for the presence
of a man about the place.’
‘Well,’ his aunt responded, smiling, ‘I’ve got a fireplace that smokes, a
parrot that swears, a cat that stays out half the night with no explanation, and
a dog that leaves muddy footprints all over the house and lies on the couch in
front of the telly for hours. What more do I want?’
15

May at Whittington Castle
29th April

5th-6th May

7th May

20th May
th

27 May
th

27 May

27th May

Car Boot Sale - £5 per car – cars from
8:30am – sorry no trade stands, open
9:00am-1:00pm’ish – no need to book
just turn up
Napoleonic Riflemen Weekend
10:00am-4:00pm.100 + Napoleonic Troops will be on show
at this large event (43French, 72 allied plus 10 Hussars)
Drills – Weapon Displays – Living History Battles – Please
also note Canons fire. Entrance – £3 per adult £1 per child
The Mercians and Whittington Medieval Guild – Living
History Day 10:00am – 4:00pm Medieval Encampment
with Living History – Battle displays and Cooking. FREE
entrance, just £1 to park
The House of the Blackstar – Medieval Living History
11:00am – 4:00pm Medieval encampment – Sword Displays
FREE entrance, just £1 to park
Car Boot Sale - £5 per car – cars from 8:30am – sorry no
trade stands, open 9:00am-1:00pm’ish – no need to book
just turn up
The Mercians and Whittington Medieval Guild – Living
History Day 10:00am – 4:00pm Medieval Encampment
with Living History – Battle displays and Cooking. FREE
entrance, just £1 to park
Outdoor Shakespeare Production “A Winter’s Tale”
performed by The Festival Players. Pre-booked tickets:
Adult £14, Concessions £12. On the Night: Adults £16,
Concessions £14 – Open air performance, please bring your
own seating. The grounds open for picnics from 6:00pm
onwards – refreshments available on site – come along and
enjoy a Summer evening of live theatre for all the family in
this stunning location

The new pair of swans arrived on Good Friday, and are yet to be named.
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Sue Ellis, Castle Manager – Telephone 01691 662500
E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk
Website: ww.whittingtoncastle.co.uk

THURSDAY 17th MAY
10:00am-12:00noon
In the

SENIOR CITIZENS’ HALL
PLEASE BRING A FRIEND
Entrance: BY DONATION

RAFFLE
Don’t like having an injection? - Here’s a tip: try coughing to minimise any
pain you might feel. Researchers have found that jabs often cause less
discomfort if you cough just as the needle pierces your skin. Hope it works
for you!
Hay fever? - Rubbing a little petroleum jelly inside your nostril can often
stop a runny nose caused by hay fever. Hope it works for you!
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WILLOW PATTERN
The pretty blue plate that I use at tea,
A story it has which it tells to me:
As soon as I’ve finished my slice of bread,
A beautiful fairy tale is there instead.
I’ll tell you the tale as it was told to me,
The tale of the beautiful maid Choon-She,
Whose heart and whose head,
Chang was feign to win,
But Chang was the clerk of the Mandarin.
And the Madarin’s clerk no match was he
For the Mandarin’s daughter, the fair Choon-She.
The Madarin found her a wealthy mate,
But se shook her head and his wrath was great;
So he shut her up in the house you see
On the left of the temple, this poor Choon-She;
But Chang was true, here’s the boat he cut,
From the empty shell of the coconut.
The Chang, disguised, through the garden crept
And he freed his love while the Mandarin slept;
Across the bridge behold them flee,
The valiant Chang and the fair Choon-She,
While the Mandarin follows with brandished whip,
But they sailed away in the nutshell ship;
On an island set in the sky-blue sea
Was a home for Chang and his bride, Choon-She.
But the wealthy wooer pursued the pair
And he tracked them out and he found them there,
And he fired their house, with an evil glee
Did the baffled suitor of the fair Choon-She;
But the gentle souls of the loving pair
Flew out like doves to the open air
And they soar on high as you may see
On the willow pattern plate that I use at tea.
Eric Edwards
Carnegie, Victoria, Australia
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There are two sides to every question, and a politician usually takes both

THE LAST PUBLIC EXECUTION IN ENGLAND
One hundred and fifty years ago on 26th May 1868 the last public execution
in England took place. Irish nationalist Michael Barrett was hanged at
Newgate for his role in the Clerkenwell explosion in London in December
1867, in which twelve people were killed.
Twenty seven year old Barrett originated in Co. Fermanagh, Ireland, and was
a member of the Fenians (Irish Republicans). He was convicted of causing
an explosion at the Clerkenwell House of Detention in London on the 13th
December 1867, in an attempt to free Richard O’Sullivan Burke, a Fenian
Brotherhood member. The bomb blew a huge hole in the prison wall,
destroying and damaging several houses opposite the prison in Corporation
Lane. The blast killed seven innocent people and injured many more. This
was one of the first Irish bombings on English soil. Six people were arrested
but Barrett was the only one to be convicted at the Old Bailey on 6th April
1868 on one specimen charge of murder in respect of the death of Sarah Ann
Hodgkinson who lived at No. 3a Corporation Lane, the house most severely
damaged by the blast. Poor Sarah had received a huge cut to her neck that
extended from in front of her right ear to the cheek, her scalp was cut with
glass and one of her major veins severed, causing death from haemorrhage
and suffocation. Unusually for the time, a government commission was set
up to review the case prior to the execution, hence the abnormally long
period between the trial and the hanging. This concluded that Barrett had
been correctly convicted and that his alibi defence of having been in
Glasgow at the time was false.
Barrett was hanged by William Calcraft shortly after 8:00am on Tuesday 26th
May 1868, dying without a struggle. It was reported in The Times newspaper
that there were a great many members of the lower classes, including young
women with children present at this execution and that the crowd stretched
past St. Sepulchre’s Church and almost into Smithfield, such was the interest
in it. The Times celebrated the fact that this hanging would be the last such
vulgar public display (their editorial opinion).
Three days later, on the 29th May, the Capital Punishment (Amendment) Act
came into force ending public hanging as such, and requiring all future
executions to be carried out within prisons. It further required that the
sheriff or under-sheriff, the governor, the prison doctor and such other prison
17

officers as were needed had to be present. The prison doctor was required
to examine the prisoner after execution to verify that life was extinct and to
sign a certificate to that effect to give to the sheriff. The sheriff, and the
governor and the prison chaplain were required to sign a declaration to the
effect that judgment of death had been executed on the prisoner. This Act
allowed the governor of the prison and the sheriff of the county in which the
execution took place the discretion to admit newspaper reporters and other
witnesses, including the victim’s relatives to the hanging.
In the drafting of the Act, no thought had been given to the Channel Islands
and so it was just over seven years later when Britain’s last public hanging
took place. On the 12th August 1875, Joseph Philip Le Brun was executed
by William Marwood at St Helier, Jersey for the murder of his sister, Nancy.
This was the only public execution by the measured drop ever seen in
Britain. The law in Jersey did not fall into line with England until 1907.
Their next and first private execution was that of Thomas Connan at St
Helier on the 19th February of that year for the murder of Pierre Le Guen.
There can be no doubt that the prison and police authorities were very
pleased to see the end of public executions as they required considerable
crowd control and seemed to encourage crime and bad behaviour. There was
also a large financial saving for individual county authorities as they no
longer had to provide police and javelin men(Sheriff’s retainers who had a
ceremonial role and kept order in the courts) or meet the costs of erecting the
gallows for each execution.
capitalpunishment.org
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Canterbury monks – My boyfriend was working as an attendant in
Canterbury Cathedral when one afternoon he was approached by two
American tourists. “Are you a monk?” one of the women asked eagerly.
“No,” he replied, “I wear this robe as part of my job, but I’m not a member
of any religious order.”
“Then where are the monks?” asked the woman, looking around.
My boyfriend explained: “Oh, there haven’t been any monks here since
1415.”
Hearing this, the woman looked at her watch and announced to her friend,
“Betty, we missed the monks.”
A happy marriage is a union of two good forgivers - Robert Quillen
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WHITTINGTON GARDENS COMPETITION 2018
The competition is open to any garden within the Whittington Parish
boundary and prizes will be presented to the winners at the Village Fete at
Whittington Castle on Monday 27th August 2018.
CLASSES AND PRIZES
Class 1
Best large garden
Dovaston Perpetual Salver
Class 2
Best small garden
Flower Guild Rose Bowl
Class 3
Best senior citizens’ garden Castle Cup
Class 4
Best herbs in a container
Community Centre Cup
Class 5
Best vegetable garden
Mayor’s Cup
Class 6
Best planted container
Morhys of Rosehill Cup
Class 7
Best shrub
Vernon West Award
Special Class Most fragrant rose in all the gardens visited - Pam Kup Cup
NB: To avoid confusion with judging please enter only one garden in
either section 1, 2 or 3. Entrants’ gardens will be judged towards the end of
July 2018. Entrants will be notified of the exact date in advance.
CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES: SATURDAY 30th JUNE
The judges decision will be final, but join in the competition and enjoy it! No
entries accepted after the closing date.
For further information please contact the organiser,
Libby Morris on 01691-659566
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Entry Form for Whittington Gardens Competition 2018
Please complete, detach and return to:Libby Morris, 7 Rosehill Close, Whittington. SY11 4DY
Entry Fee: £1 per class
Please tick all relevant boxes
1 wish to enter: Class 1

Class 2

Class 3

Class 4

Class 5

Class 6

Class 7

Special
Class

Name: .................................................................... Tel: ...................................
Address: ........................................................................................................19

