WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

PARISH SERVICES

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre
Secretary: Mrs Joyce Howard

Tel:656389

SUNDAY SERVICES:
8:00am Holy Communion on 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays
10:30am Holy Communion weekly
6:30pm Holy Communion according to the Book of
Common Prayer on 1st Sunday
6:30pm Evensong on the 3rd Sunday

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:

Chairman: Jonjo Evans
Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis

Tel:671300
Tel:662500

4:00pm Messy Church (Meets monthly as advertised)
(No Service in July or August)

BELL RINGING:

Details from Brian Rothera

Tel:657778

BROWNIES, GUIDES:

6:00-7:15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre
Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere
Tel:624390
BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen)
2 Heather Bank, Gobowen
Tel:658016
e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com

WEEKDAYS: 9:30am Holy Communion - Thursday
5:30pm Choir Practice
- Alternate Thursdays
RECTOR:
Reverend Sarah Burton
Tel:238658
Assoc. Minister: Reverend Richard Burton email:wwfchurch@gmail.com
The Rectory, Castle Street, Whittington SY11 4DF
Curate:

Reverend Jassica Castillo-Burley

Tel:611749

WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:

CHURCHWARDENS:

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions
Leaders: Dawn and Mandy
Meet in the Community Centre 9:00am – 3:00pm

Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington

Tel:670940

Mrs G Roberts, 4 Western Avenue, Whittington, SY11 4BP
e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com

Tel:662236

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington
Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington

Tel:656389
Tel:659562

ORGANIST: Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall

Tel:662116

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White
Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm. This will now be the
only stop in the village.

MAGAZINE:
Editor:
Miss A Ward, Manor Garden, 5 Boot Street,
Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com

Tel:672838

CHURCH WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk

Distribution:

Tel:659385

SCHOOL WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonschool.co.uk

WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL:

Tel:670127

SENIOR CITIZENS:

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning
All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall
Secretary: Mrs Gillian Roberts, 4 Western Avenue

Tel:662236

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE:
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Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road

Headteacher: Mr Carl Rogers
e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk

Tel:662269
1

WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

“THE RIPPLE”
(Whittington Parish Church Magazine)
Vol 32 No 1

CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY:

May 2019
Giving up Plastic for Lent!
Richard and I try and give up something for Lent
each year – with varying degrees of success.
This year we failed as soon as we began, as we
had decided to try giving up single-use plastic.
Our first problem was milk. We had not thought to
arrange a milk delivery before Lent began. At the
end of week one, four pints of milk in glass bottles arrived on our
doorstep – first problem solved.
Our second challenge was yoghurt. We have now discovered how to
make yoghurt in the slow cooker, from the milk delivered to our
doorstep and it’s actually quite good!
We have been trying to avoid buying foods packed in plastic
containers, which is proving very difficult. We haven’t even tried to
give up on plastic film packaging, though we’re getting better at
recycling the plastic bags for loose fruit and veg. We have also
reverted to old-fashioned soap having realised how many plastic soap
dispensers we have in our house.
All this has made quite a difference to our plastic use - although we
are still using a lot.
So why the need to reduce our use of plastic? The problem is that
across the world, huge quantities of plastic are entering the
environment, causing problems for farm animals and wildlife. There
are chemicals in plastics that, when they react with sea water, give a
fishy smell, which causes seabirds and fish to actively feed on them.
This is killing wildlife. Tiny pieces of plastic (5mm or smaller) known
as micro-plastics are entering the food chain, including human diets.
It’s not known what effect this may have on human health but it is a
worrying sign. One solution is to recycle plastic but in reality this is far
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Mr Andy Cawthray - email: WhitCBC@gmail.com

Tel:657178
07581 710523

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:

Richard Beaman

Tel:659166

CRICKET SECRETARY:

Trina Lewis – email: lewisbtkr@aol.com

Tel:774406
07968 844341

BOWLING SECRETARY:

Eileen Sinker

Tel:770212

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY:

Mrs Kath Griffiths

Tel:662116

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON
AND WEST FELTON:

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG
e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk
Tel:650488
WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL:

Amy Jones (Clerk to the Council)
Held the fourth Tuesday in the month
clerk@whittingtonpc.com
http://www.whittingtonpc.com

Tel: 829571

SHROPSHIRE YOUTH SERVICE:

Rural Mobile visits the village on Tuesday 6:15pm – 8:00pm
bus parks opposite the ―Premier‖ Shop, Whittington.
Open to young people between the ages of 13 – 20 yrs.
Contact: Wendy Stockton, Shropshire Council Youth Worker.

Tel:654175

BAPTISM SECRETARY:

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk

Tel:681036

WEDDING: Please contact the Rector

Tel:238658
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Nazi Germany and then by the Soviet Russia. The Museum of the
Occupation conveys what life was like during this time, and serves as a
memorial to those who died or fled as a result of the occupation. Visitors can
view film archives and see a reconstruction of life in the infamous Siberian
labour camps. A sobering and humanising experience, highly recommended
for those who wish to connect to Latvian culture while on holiday in Riga.
If you have time to travel out of the city then a couple of options would be to
visit Jurmala or Sigulda. Jurmala is the main holiday resort in Latvia, the
place locals go to relax, get a tan and enjoy a spa treatment. The beaches
include the Baltic‘s only Blue Flag beach, and the seafood restaurants are
excellent. The main attractions of Jurmala (apart from sand and sea) are its
spas, which offer a range of therapies and treatments at a fraction of what
they would cost in western Europe; the journey takes thirty minutes by train.
Sigulda is a picturesque little town, thirty three miles from the city, and has
been described as the ‗Switzerland of Vidzeme‘, due to the steep cliffs and
caves that line the sides of the river gorge. Notable tourist attractions of the
area include the Medieval and Turaida Castles, with the former staging an
annual open-air Opera Festival in the summer. Gauja National Park is close
by and offers walking trails and bungee-jumping in summer; and luge,
bobsledding and skiing in the winter. The town is also worth visiting in
spring, when cherry blossoms bloom; and in autumn, when it seems to take
on the blood-orange hue of the leaves falling from its myriad trees. The
Gutmanis Cave, the largest in the Baltic region, and the setting of the Latvian
folk-tale of the Rose of Turaida, are also close by.
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less effective than we might think. Only a proportion of plastic
reclaimed in the UK is recycled here; some is burned; and around two
thirds - over 600,000 tonnes each year – is sent overseas for
recycling. Once overseas there is no guarantee that recycling will
actually take place. Some waste firms overseas sift through the
rubbish, take out the economically valuable material and burn or even
dump the rest. The global illegal waste trade is estimated by the UN
to be worth between £8bn-£9.5bn a year. This results in major plastic
pollution in some of the world’s poorest countries.
So although Richard and I can only make a small difference, we will
continue to do what we can alongside others who are making similar
lifestyle choice; the more of us that make choices for the well-being of
our natural environment, the better for all of us.

Sarah,
Whittington Rectory.
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Built in 1863 the Latvian National Opera building is home to the National
Opera, Ballet and Orchestra companies; its columns and colonnades make it
very photogenic. Guided tours of the Opera building take place at 5:00pm
every Friday; Richard Wagner was Director of Music 1837 – 1839.

DIARY
1

ST PHILIP and ST JAMES
7:30pm

Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens‘ Hall; £2.00
including refreshments

2

9:30am

Holy Communion

4

8:30am

The May Prayer Breakfast to support the Schools
Christian Project Worker will be at the Chirk
Methodist Church, Chirk; if you would like to attend
please call Lynn Carroll on 659385 by Wednesday 1st
May
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THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
10:30am
6:30pm

Parish Communion
Holy Communion According to the Book of Common
Prayer

12:00noon-4:30pm Open Garden in aid of Save the Children at
Garden Croft, Daisy Lane; further details page 9
6

MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY
12:00noon-4:30pm Open Garden in aid of Save the Children at
Garden Croft, Daisy Lane; further details page 9

7

4

10:00am

2:00-3:00pm

Senior Citizens day trip to Bridgemere Garden
Centre; further details on page 11
Praise and Play in church

Riga Castle (or Riga Pils) was built in 1330 on the site of the original
settlement of the city as a residence for the master of the Livonian Order, and
later it served as the base for the city‘s occupiers throughout its history. The
distinctive yellow castle was destroyed and rebuilt over time, and today it
serves as the offices and home of the Latvian president, as well as the
Latvian Museum of Foreign Art and the Rainis Museum of Literature and
Art History. The castle, on the banks of the Daugava, could oversee all ships
entering the city‘s port, and has four towers and an inner courtyard.
The Central Market is one of the oldest and biggest of its kind; it dates back
to 1201 and is a riot of sounds, sights and smells. Anything from fresh fruits,
cheeses and whole sheep carcasses, to appliances, clothing and CDs are on
offer, usually at very reasonable prices. The market was moved from its
original home and relocated several times, but since the 1930s has occupied
the same space in several World War I hangars, close to the bus and train
stations; there is room for over 1,000 vendors.
What is undoubtedly eastern Europe‘s finest motor
museum is tucked away on the outskirts of Riga,
and makes for an essential outing if you enjoy
classic cars and Soviet history. The museum
contains Molotov‘s limousine, Stalin‘s bombproof
sedan, and the wreck of Brezhnev‘s car in which
he crashed. There is a priceless collection of
classic sports cars and motorcycles - irresistibly photogenic for petrol heads.
The Open Air Ethnographic Museum is a fascinating reflection of the
traditional Latvian way of life. Set on 247 acres, the museum consists of
farmhouses, fishing villages, windmills and other historic buildings that have
been relocated here to create an outdoor exhibit. Visitors can watch craftsmen at work, sample traditional Latvian cooking and ales, and learn more
about the history of this interesting country.
Latvia was occupied from 1949 – 1991 by two successive regimes, first by
33

TRAVELLER’S TALES

9

RIGA
The city of Riga is the capital of Latvia and the biggest city in the Baltic
States. It has emerged from behind the Iron Curtain and is slowly coming
into its own as a major European tourist destination. Riga is split in two by
the River Daugava, and was a major trading port and a crossroads between
western Europe and the East. The modern founding of the city dates back to
the twelfth century with the arrival of German traders, mercenaries, and
missionaries.
Riga
boasts
the
highest
concentration of Art Nouveau
architecture in the world,
rivalling other cities like Vienna,
Barcelona, and St Petersburg for
its fairytale-like historic city
centre, which is listed as a
UNESCO World Heritage site.
The Art Nouveau style is
characterised by unusual shapes,
curved and organic arches, gargoyles and carved faces, and flamboyant
cornices; over thirty per cent of central Riga‘s buildings were created in this
style. The best streets to view buildings on are Elisebetes, Strelnieku, and
Albert. The Riga Art Nouveau Centre, located in the city centre, has been
furnished in the style allowing visitors to fully immerse themselves in the
early twentieth century. It is home to plenty of top-class museums, galleries,
and performing arts centres, as well as a range of sophisticated bars, clubs,
and restaurants; it is fast gaining a reputation as a party capital for weekenders from all over Europe. For a more traditional Latvian experience, you
can brave the winter cold to enjoy a spot of ice fishing, ice-skating on the
frozen Daugava River, or a ‗pirt‘ – a rigorous sauna that involves being
beaten with dried birch branches!
Dating back to 1211, the red brick Dom (or Dome) Protestant Cathedral sits
near the Western Daugava River and boasts an incredible organ with over
6,500 pipes; built in 1844 it has stained-glass windows and a beautifully
whitewashed interior. Regular organ concerts are held and the cathedral
boys‘ choir give regular performances.
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9:30am

Holy Communion

7:00pm

Whittington Women‘s Institute meets in the
Community Centre; Speaker: Joy Blizzard
Topic: Love Food and Hate Waste

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER – CHRISTIAN AID WEEK
8:00am
10:30am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion

13

LAST DAY for magazine material for the June edition of the
―Ripple‖ all material to Anne Ward, Manor Garden,
5 Boot Street, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com

14

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

6:00pm

Annual Parish Meeting in the Senior Citizens‘ Hall

9:30am

Holy Communion

16

10:00am-12:00noon Coffee Morning in aid of Christian Aid in the
Senior Citizens‘ Hall; further details page 8
18
19

21

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK ENDS
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
10:30am
6:30pm

Parish Communion
Evensong

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play at the Rectory

6:00-6:45pm

Pre-Festival Talk before Concert 1 – Ticket for
Concert 1 or Whole Festival Pass required for
admission

7:30pm

Concert 1 Whittington International Music Festival

Commuter: A person who has a complaint of longstanding. – Anon
5
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7:30pm

Concert 2 Whittington International Music Festival

23

9:30am

Holy Communion

7:30pm

Concert 3 Whittington International Music Festival

24

Whittington School breaks for Half-Term
7:30pm

Concert 4 Whittington International Music Festival

25

7:30pm

Concert 5 Whittington International Music Festival

26

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

28
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8:00am
10:30am

Holy Communion
Music Festival Service – All Welcome

3:00pm

Concert 6 Whittington International Music Festival

12:00 noon

Whittington Senior Citizens monthly lunch at the
White Lion; further details page 11

ASCENSION DAY
9:30am

Holy Communion
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Sarah and Richard’s Farewell Barbecue
Sunday 2 June is our final day in the parish. There will be a
confirmation service, with Bishop Michael, at 10.30 am in
Whittington Church. This will be followed by a barbecue in
Whittington Rectory garden from 12.30pm (food from
1.00pm) to which you are all invited.
Sausages, burgers, chicken drumsticks
and soft drinks provided; contributions
of home-made salads and desserts would
6

Queenshead Proposal: Erection of replacement dwelling following
demolition of existing and erection of new barn.
c) Pre-Application Engagement: Consider the scheme of delegation
prepared by the Planning Committee
Youth Engagement: There are about twenty children ranging from 10 years
and up turning up each week at the TNS youth group; the organisers are
looking for a place to use as a holiday club site.
Place Plan Review – Spring 2019: Two or three Representatives from the
Parish Council would be attending a closed meeting to meet the new Place
Plan Officer on the 4th April.
Neighbourhood Fund Allocation: The Parish Council‘s allocation to be
received in April 2019; to enable the council to consider assigning funds to
projects and earmarking them in reserves until required.
Parish Council Action Plan: The draft plan was discussed; the next stage
will be to confirm the objectives and then publish the plan.
Annual Parish Meeting 14th May 2019: This will begin at 6:30pm in the
Senior Citizens‘ Hall. Right Home, Right Place (Shropshire Council) and
Community Speed Watch are confirmed to attend. Invitations have been sent
out to parish organisations to attend/submit a report.
Other information: Councillor Greg Hickman was not able to attend and
asked that this statement be read out to the Councillors: ‗Sarah and Richard
are leaving Whittington Parish and moving to the Church of Wales.
The Diocese will be recruiting a new Vicar who will join the Charity board
of Trustees (Vicar, two selected by the Church and two Parish Councillors –
I am currently Chair and Jenny is the Secretary.‘
Date and time of the next meeting: The next Parish Council Meeting will
be at 7:30pm on Tuesday 23rd April 2019 in the Castle Tea Room.
Paul Thompson-Lawrence
(This article is a brief outline of the main discussion points for the
Whittington Parish Council meeting and does not represent a formal record.
For an official copy of the minutes please contact the Parish Clerk or look on
the Parish Website - http://www.whittingtonpc.com
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Shropshire Council - Right Home Right Place: This initiative builds on
the traditional Housing Needs Surveys of the past, to identify housing needs
in an area. It will provide communities that already have a housing need with
update information.
Public Participation: The two members of the public addressed the Parish
Council in relation to a proposed housing development in Whittington. The
Council explained their intentions, there was a discussion regarding the
venture, and the two people subsequently left the meeting.
Footway Lighting: The Annual Survey Report has been completed. There is
still work to be done and the Lighting Committee will meet once the report
has been received. They are still waiting for Highline to remove the rest of
the old columns in Park Hall.
Ground Maintenance: The new contractors will start on the 1st April.
Whittington Cemetery: A cemetery working group will be set up the end of
March-early April.

be appreciated. (You are welcome to bring your own wine
or beer.) If you are able to help on the day – setting up,
serving food etc – this would be a great help as it will free
us to chat with all who are able to join us.
Please sign up in church or contact Sarah and Richard if you’d
like to come - so that we have an idea of how many to cater for
(wwfchurch@gmail.com, 01691 238658). We will be inviting
donations on the day, to cover costs.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Extracts from the Parish Registers
for the month of March 2019
HOLY BAPTISM
“We welcome you into the Lord‟s Family”
3rd March 2019

Whittington Castle: There is to be a Civil War weekend at the Castle soon.

George David William McKee and Ella-Jay McKee
of Middleton Road, Oswestry

Whittington Play Area: To be discussed at the next meeting.

REQUIESCAT IN PACE

Planning: a) To note any planning decisions:
l. Reference: 19/00024/FUL (validated 14/01/2019) 12 St Barbara‘s Place,
Park Hall Proposal: Erection of single storey extension Decision: Grant
Permission.
ll. Reference: 18/05499/FUL (validated 28/11/12018) Bryn-Y-Plentyn
Farm, Middleton Proposal: Erection of 500KW ground mounted solar
development and all associated works Decision: Grant Permission
lll. Reference: 19/00397/FUL (validated 25/01/2019) Dugdale,
Babbinswood Proposal: Erection of single storey extension to rear of
dwelling following demolition of existing structures Decision: Grant
Permission
lV. Reference: 19/00201/FUL (validated 15/01/2019) 4 Glebe Meadows
Proposal: Erection of single storey extension and 2No dormer windows to
front elevation (revised scheme) Decision: Grant Permission
b) Planning Applications for Consideration:
l. Reference: 19/00995/FUL (validated 01/03/2019) Yew Tree Farm,
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“May the Souls of the Faithful Departed Rest in Peace”
4th March 2019

Edward Elfred Hall (Elfred)
aged 71 of Castlefields
Communicants for the month……...…246
Attendance for the month……….........286

Magazine Subscription
Next month you will see an envelope stapled
to the front of your magazine. This will be
for your magazine subscription money.
Return your envelope to the person delivering
your magazine by the end of June please, to take advantage of
the special yearly subscription rate of still just £5.50

7

Whittington Parish Council News,
Meeting held on 26th February 2019
There were nine Parish Councillors, the Clerk and two members of the
public at the meeting.

THURSDAY 16th MAY
10:00am-12:00noon
In the

SENIOR CITIZENS’ HALL
PLEASE BRING A FRIEND
Entrance: BY DONATION

RAFFLE
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Six-year-old Angie and her four-year-old brother, Joel, were sitting together
in church. Joel giggled, sang, and talked out loud. Finally, his big sister had
had enough.‖You‘re not supposed to talk out loud in church.‖
―Why? Who‘s going to stop me?‖ Joel asked.
Angie pointed to the back of the church and said, ―See those two men
standing by the door? They‘re hushers.‖
8

By the time you find greener pastures, you can‘t climb over the fence

Your Local Police Officer and Community Support Officers Contact
Numbers: Local Police Officer: - PC 3718 Kate Le‘Clere – 07870219518
Police Community Support Officers: - PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes – O78702
19190; and PCSO 40279 Pete Roberts – O7870219019
About your Team: Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and
partners to identify, tackle and solve issues that matter to the community
where you live. Making neighbourhoods safer by cutting day to day crime
and anti-social behaviour is at the heart of keeping people in West Mercia
safe. Thanks to an investment in mobile tablet style computers, these will
enable officers to spend more time on patrol on the street and in
neighbourhoods. Officers will continue to come to people when they need
them and provide a high quality service however you contact us - in person
(on the street, at community bases and at partners and communities together
[PACT] meetings), on the phone or online.
Get in touch - 101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime
 oswestryrn.snt @westmercia.pnn.police.uk
 www.westmercia.police.uk
/
@Oscops - Only call 999 in an emergency, when a crime is in
progress or life is in danger.
In the event of a Police emergency call 999 for urgent attention; or ring 101
for non-emergency calls. The Police mobile numbers above will only be
answered if the Officer is on duty. If your call is not answered please leave
your name, number and a brief message. The Officer will respond at their
earliest convenience when they are next on duty.
A Police Community Support Officer attended the meeting – the crime
figures for February were as follows: twenty-one incidents had been
reported, including ten actual crimes and eleven non-crimes:-Concern for
Safety (1); Criminal Damage (2); Burglary Residential (5); Highway
Disruption (1) and Other Unlisted (1).
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it is good time to make up a ―May basket‖ of flowers to take to someone
who needs cheering up. There is the well-known 6:00am service on the top
of Magdalen Tower, Oxford where a choir sings in the dawn of May Day.
An old May carol includes the lines:
The life of man is but a span, it flourishes like a flower
We are here today, and gone tomorrow – we are dead within an hour.
There is something of a sadness about it, both in words and tune; for May
Day is not Easter, and the joys it represents have always been earth-bound
and fleeting.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Sweet dreams
Do you, or don‘t you? Many of us feel reluctant to admit that we would like
to do it, even if usually we do not. Have a snooze after lunch, that is. A 20minute nap seems to work wonders – many studies find that people awake
feeling refreshed, with their energy levels renewed and with a muchimproved mental focus.
But getting the chance to
have your kip is rarely easy,
as most work-places in the
UK frown on workers
falling asleep on their
desks. How different from
the Far East, where in
Vietnam workers drape
themselves over their
scooters to sleep, or where
in Tokyo and Hong Kong
businessmen often sleep in
public places. The Japanese even have a polite term for it: inemuri – ‗being
present while asleep‘. Dropping off to casual sleep has been recorded in
Japan since the 10th century.
Some UK companies are sympathetic. One Chief Executive Officer of a
major advertising company agrees that ―a powernap mid-morning or midafternoon sets you up for the rest of the day. You are much more alert, and it
also promotes creativity.‖
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SAVE THE CHILDREN
PLANT SALE & OPEN GARDEN
WHITTINGTON, SY11 4EA

SUNDAY 5th MAY 12:00 – 4:30pm
MONDAY 6th MAY 12:00 – 4:30pm
GARDEN CROFT, Daisy Lane (off Top St):
Visit a 1/3 acre young garden, enclosed by typical Shropshire
mixed hedges. Two perennial borders, a „mini-meadow‟ with small
ornamental trees, vegetable beds and soft fruits.

2018 Mary Hignett Award Winner for
Charity Opening
ENTERTAINMENT BY:
KINNERTON MORRIS MEN – SUNDAY 2:00pm
HASLINGTON FOLK GROUP – MONDAY from 12:00noon
This year we celebrate the 100 Anniversary of Save the Children.
There will be a presentation about Eglantine Jebb, the founder of
the charity.

We will be delighted if any visitors
dress in period costume dated around
1910

Reg. Charity no: 213890

Garden entrance by donation,
proceeds to Save the Children

Refreshments available, proceeds to
St John the Baptist Church
Dogs on leads welcome - Parking signs will be in place
9

CZECH MATES
Dvořák and the Bohemians
21st-26th May Whittington Church
MUSIC FESTIVAL MONTH!
For the seventh year running, Whittington in May becomes the centre of the
world to not a few people. The international chamber music festival, running
from 21st-26th May, attracts music-lovers from near and far for six
sensational concerts given by spectacular world-class performers. With a
reputation for deep focus on just one composer or one nationality, the
festival has won especial interest this year for its programme dedicated to the
music of Bohemia, the rich melodies and folk-tunes of Dvorak and his
compatriots.
But what makes a festival is the festivity that surrounds it! And Whittington
certainly proves the rule. Many people enjoy this May week as much for the
atmosphere as for the music. Some audience members admit to not knowing
much about classical music, but are amazed at the creative brilliance of the
artists, and love the way they find themselves engaged at a level they can
scarcely believe. There‘s a lot of learning which goes on, not least among the
artists for whom Whittington has become the festival of choice, because here
they can rehearse and perform music often new to them, in beautiful
surroundings and well looked after.
Our eleven artists this year come from France, Germany, Canada, Australia,
Wales, Scotland and England, and three of them run prestigious music
festivals of their own, which demonstrates the high regard Whittington itself
is held in. Full details of who they are and what they will be performing over
the six concerts can be found on the website, or in the brochure inserted in
the Ripple. They will also be offering a workshop for Year 5s in Whittington
school and a ten-minute performance experience for ten young Shropshire
musicians.
Since the festival‘s launch in 2013, the intention has always been to keep
ticket prices low to challenge the myth that classical music is for toffs!
Nowadays, classical music is at last becoming trendy again and at £15.
10

1st May – May Day: History and folklore of unbridled merriment
May is the month when the ancient pagans used to get up to ‗all sorts‘! The
Romans held their festival to honour the mother-goddess Maia, goddess of
nature and growth and May is named after her. Maypole dancing is believed
to have started in Britain when Roman soldiers celebrated the arrival of
spring by dancing around decorated trees to honour this goddess. The early
Celts celebrated the feast of Beltane, in honour of the sun god, Beli. During
the middle ages the church tolerated the celebrations; it was a time of
indulgence and unbridled merriment after the hardship of winter.
One Philip Stubbes, writing in 1583, was scandalised: ‗for what kissing and
bussing, what smooching and slabbering one of another, is not practised?‘
Henry VIII went ‗maying‘ on many occasions. Then folk would stay out all
night in the dark rain-warm thickets and return in the morning for dancing on
the green around the May pole, archery, vaulting, wrestling, and evening
bonfires.
Then the Protestant Reformation of the 17th century
put a stop to them. The Puritans were outraged at the
immorality that often accompanied the drinking and
dancing - and Parliament banned maypoles altogether
in 1644. But when Charles II was restored to the
throne a few years later, people all over the country
put up maypoles as a celebration and a sign of loyalty
to the crown. The first May Day of King Charles‘s
reign was ‗the happiest Mayday that hath been many
a year in England‘, according to Pepys. May Day had a boost in popularity
again in the 19th century when the Victorians seized on it as a ―rustic
delight‖. But many of the significant pagan aspects of the day were ignored
by our strait-laced ancestors and instead of a fertility rite, dancing around the
maypole became a children‘s game.
For traditionalists other things to do on May Day include getting up before
dawn and going outside to wash your face in dew - according to folklore this
keeps the complexion beautiful. ―Bringing in the May‖ also involves getting
up very early, gathering flowers, making them into garlands and then giving
them to your friends to wear, or dressing the local well is still practised in
certain places. If you are feeling particularly charitable, folk-lore advises that
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In praise of Leonardo da Vinci – 1451-1519

Whittington‘s ticket prices are a good deal cheaper than any pop festival.

In 15th century Italy the two worlds of science and the humanities were
interwoven, inspiring each other to create works of beauty and wonder, as
witnessed by the brilliance and gifts of Leonardo da Vinci.

Anyway, young people aged 8-25 get in free! Tickets can be ordered online,
or purchased at Whittington Post Office, at Rowanthorn in Oswestry or from
Lawrence and Rosie at 3 Top Street.

Here was an artist who painted The Last Supper and Mona Lisa. But also a
scientist who in 7,000 pages of notebooks devised war engines, water mills,
spinning machines, and even helicopters. He was the first to depict
accurately the human embryo. Walter Isaacson in his biography wrote that
da Vinci showed how ‗the ability to make connections across disciplines
….is a key to innovation, imagination and genius.‘

www.whittingtonmusicfestival.org.uk

Leonardo came from an insignificant background: he was the illegitimate
son of a lawyer and a peasant girl in Tuscany. His father paid for his training,
and so he entered the workshop of Verrocchio, excelling as both an artist and
a fine mechanical scientist. Exploring the
play of shadows and darkness, he created
The Virgin of the Rocks; analyzing light, he
created the chiaroscuro of the Mona Lisa;
and penning a treatise on movement, he
created the battle frenzy of Anghiari.
Commissioned to cast a bronze horse as a
monument to the Duke of Milan, he became
so engrossed by investigating the muscles
and tendons of horses and even by how to keep stables clean, that he forgot
about the original work.
On his deathbed in the monastery of Amboise on 2nd May 1519, he said that
he had two regrets: that he was never able to fly and that he never finished
that horse. But what he did create endures 500 years later as a testimony to
the way in which science and art can together create beauty, and beauty can
lead us both to the beauty of the soul and the beauty of God.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
A mother‟s poem
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―Cleanin‘ and dustin‘ can wait for tomorrow.
Babies grow up, I‘ve learned to my sorrow.
So quiet down cobwebs; dust go to sleep
I‘m rockin‘ my baby, cause babies don‘t keep!‖

WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50‟s Club – Recycled Teenagers
The monthly lunch at the White Lion is held on the fourth Tuesday of each
month, the next on 28th May. Please let Val Hayward know if you wish to
join us for the two-course roast lunch, the cost is £8.50 (good value as a cup
of tea or coffee is included in the price) – Val‘s number is 662434; could you
please try and let Val know if you are unable to attend, by the Friday prior to
the lunch as she needs to book the meals – thank you.
The events that take place regularly are:
Monday 2:00pm – Whist session – open to everyone, beginners or
experienced. Come along and some-one will welcome you and show you the
ropes; cost £1.
Wednesday 1:30pm – A gentle Exercise Class at a cost of £4.
Thursday 10:00am – Coffee Morning – all are welcome – come, and chat,
and enjoy coffee and biscuits (or tea if preferred).
Thursday 1:30pm – Line DANCING class led by Steve Mason, our teacher.
The cost is £5 and the class finishes at 3:15pm. You can leave when you
want to; come and have a go.
There are also ballet classes held weekly for juniors by Eleanor Moss (see
last months‘ Ripple for details).
In April we held our Annual Easter Tea, and on Tuesday 30th our Annual
General Meeting. Subscriptions are now due and the cost is £6 for this
coming year (subject to confirmation at the AGM); there will be a slight
increase in 2020.
Dates for your Diary:
7th May
10:00am The coach will begin picking-up at Rosehill, then
11

the Senior Citizens‘ Hall and then Three Trees for a day
trip to Bridgemere Garden Centre, which always proves
popular with the gardeners. The cost is £10 for members and
£12 for non-members
11th June
9:30am The coach will begin picking-up at Rosehill, then
the Senior Citizens‘ Hall and then Three Trees for a visit to
Arley Arboretum on banks of the River Severn near
Bewdley. The fare will be £12 for members and £15 for nonmembers
9th July
A visit to an ice-cream factory near Chester. The fare will be
confirmed once we have the cost of the coach
13th August
There will be a Ploughman‘s Lunch which proved very
popular last year. There are also numerous birthdays which
we can celebrate one way or another
September
Nothing decided yet – any ideas would be welcome
October
Harvest Lunch
30th November Coffee and Mince Pie Morning
3rd December Christmas Tea
10th December Christmas Lunch at the Sweeney Hotel
The hall is still being used by a Youth Group connected to the TNS
Foundation for meetings and get-togethers for village youngsters.
Gillian Roberts (Secretary) 01691 662236
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
BATMAN
Eighty years ago the fictional superhero Batman made his
first appearance in Detective Comics no. 27, published in
May 1939; the story was ‗The Case of the Chemical Syndicate‘. The
character was created by artist Bob Kane and writer Bill Finger and was
originally named the ‗Bat Man‘; the character is also referred to by such
epithets as the Caped Crusader, the Dark Knight, and the World‘s Greatest
Detective. Fingers said ‗Batman was originally written in the style of the
pulps‘, and this influence was evident with Batman showing little remorse
over killing or maiming criminals.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
It is the duty of nations as well as of men to confess their sins and
transgressions in humble sorrow, yet with assured hope that genuine
repentance will lead to mercy and pardon.
Abraham Lincoln
12

ANSWERS TO APRIL‟S CROSSWORD
ACROSS: 1, Corinthians. 9, Abandon. 10, Eglon. 11, Spa. 13, Deem. 16,
Hi-fi. 17, Abijah. 18, Ohad. 20, Myth. 21, Now see. 22, Knit. 23, Tide. 25,
Arm. 28, Nahor. 29, All done. 30, Kind-hearted.
DOWN: 2, Of age. 3, ISDN. 4, Tens. 5, Idea. 6, Nullify. 7, Hardworking. 8,
Enlightened. 12, Praise. 14, Mad. 15, Vigour. 19, Abishai. 20, Met. 24, Is
one. 25, Arid. 26, Male. 27, Slur.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Rice –A man who had been dating a girl for a number of years took her out
to a Chinese restaurant. As they studied the menu he asked: ‗How would
you like your rice, fried or boiled?‘
She looked at him sadly, ‗Thrown.‘
25

Birding News

Across
1 Infant (Luke 2:12) (4)
3 Luis must (anag.) (8)
8 What Jesus called the devil (John 8:44) (4)
9 ‗My God, my God, why have you — me?‘ (Matthew 27:46) (8)
11 Anglican form of church government (10)
14 ‗Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on
wings like — ‘ (Isaiah 40:31) (6)
15 Ministers of religion (6)
17 Make stronger (1 Thessalonians 3:13) (10)
20 Devoutness (1 Timothy 2:2) (8)
21 The father of Jesse (Ruth 4:22) (4)
22 Pool where Jesus healed a man who had been an invalid for 38 years
(John 5:2) (8)
23 ‗[Jesus] said to them, ― — here and keep watch‖‘ (Mark 14:34) (4)
Down
1 Follower of Christ (Acts 16:1) (8)
2 One of the punishments endured by Paul (2 Corinthians 6:5) (8)
4 Soldiers (Exodus 14:9) (6)
5 Scholarly study of melody, harmony and rhythm (10)
6 ‗I am God, and there is none — me‘ (Isaiah 46:9) (4)
7 ‗And how can they preach unless they are — ?‘ (Romans 10:15) (4)
10 Favourable reception (1 Timothy 1:15) (10)
12 Hip orbit (anag.) (8)
13 End of life (Isaiah 22:14) (5,3)
16 ‗About midnight the sailors — they were approaching land‘ (Acts 27:27)
(6)
18 He married Jezebel (1 Kings 16:30–31) (4)
19 ‗According to your great compassion — out my transgressions‘ (Psalm
51:1) (4)
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Pete Nicholas has been telling me how curlews used to nest behind
Babbinswood in a field next to the Perry. He saw them whilst camping with
the Scouts and showed the birds to the Scouts, telling them not to disturb the
nests. Hearing the birds call in the morning as the Scouts were waking up
must have been very special. Curlews have been seen recently in the same
area and are often seen on the footpath from Daisy Lane to Hindford but we
have had no reports of nests. This fits with the general pattern of decline for
these birds across Western Europe.
It‘s good to see the netting on the hedge on the Shrewsbury Road (opposite
the cricket ground entrance) has been removed. The practice of developers
netting hedges to prevent birds from nesting is a new and nationwide
phenomenon. It was sad to see this practice had come to our village.
Someone had posted a picture of the netting on the national website
monitoring such activity. Thanks to everyone who objected to this distasteful
practice.
Richard
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Children Of The Week
Monday‘s child is fair of face,
Tuesday‘s child is full of grace,
Wednesday‘s child is full of woe,
And Thursday‘s child has far to go;
Friday‘s child is loving and giving,
Saturday‘s child works hard for its living;
But the child that is born on the Sabbath day
Is blithe, and bonny, and good, and gay.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Cyclone Idai Appeal
Up to three million people have been affected by Cyclone Idai in
Mozambique, Malawi and Zimbabwe. With nearly 1,000 known to be dead,
and hundreds of thousands homeless, the people are in desperate need of
food, water, clothing, shelter and medicine. If you can donate to the Cyclone
Idai Appeal, you might like to consider sending your money through either
Christian Aid, Tear Fund or All We Can. All three agencies are working
with their local partners in the region to deliver aid as quickly as possible.
13

The bowling green was officially
opened on Sunday 24th March, with
the first wood of the season being
bowled by the Mayor of the Green,
Nora Brunt. Twenty four members
continued to play bowls during the
sunny afternoon and then enjoyed refreshments in the clubhouse. Special
thanks go to Mel Morris for ensuring the bowling green was in such prime
condition for the start of the season.
Home Fixtures for May: Oswestry League A team - Tues 30th April v Cynwyd A.: 14th May - Corwen A and 28th May Llanrhaeadr A.
B team - Tues 7th May v Ceiriog Valley B and 21st May - Ellesmere A.
E team - Wed 1st May v Llangynog C and 22nd May - Llanmynech C.
C team - Thurs 25th April v Ponciau Park B; 9th May - Llanrhaeadr B and
23rd May - Cynwyd C.
D team - Thurs 2nd May v Cynwyd C; 16th May - Westo Rhyn C and 30th
May - Plas Kynaston B.
Wem League A team - Mon 29th April v Pontesbury A and 20th May - Telepost.
B team - Mon 13th May v Bayston Hill B and 3rd June - Powbc C.

Beaten by greed, and town hall planners,
It‘s no reward for hard work and manners.
Thick yellow lines. Cars? Can‘t park it,
But there‘s plenty of room at the supermarket.
Gone for so many, fresh food each day,
No car. No bus. Taxi? Can‘t pay.
Local suppliers have lost market share,
We‘ll import more! Does anyone care?
But it‘s not just here, it‘s all around,
In cities, towns, and villages found.
Those retail giants have cleaned up well,
The little shops? They can go to hell!
Why have councils allowed this blight?
For bypass? Sports hall? Or no will to fight?
At council meetings, the plans they defend,
Does big business always win in the end?
And it‘s all for multiples profit,
Surely, some MPs will try and stop it,
At the next election, we must use our voice,
To have guarantees of more local choice.

We are always pleased to see, and welcome, any visitors to support our
teams and use our clubhouse facilities.
The Car Boot Sales started on Good Friday, 19th April and continue on the
following dates Bank Holiday Monday, 6th May; Friday 17th May and Bank Holiday
Monday 27th May. Gates open 9:00am - Sales from 9:30 to 1:00pm,
refreshments available - cost £6 per car.
The Clubhouse is available for event hire and new associate and playing
members are always welcome. Please contact Andy Cawthray for further
information - 07581710523.
Mike Brunt
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Sunday school teacher asked if the class knew who the twin boys in the
Bible were. ―That‘s easy,‖ said Charles, ―First and Second Samuel.‖
14

But wait! Listen! Like a fly on the wall,
There‘s now many a family not happy at all.
Less choice, high prices; they‘re finding it hard,
Not worth the points on the loyalty card.
So come on consumers, vote with your feet,
Stop this scandal, before it‘s complete.
Retail cleansing is the scourge of our time,
Stop it now, for your sake and mine.
John Breach
(first published 1999 – it now seems prophetic rather than poetic)
He who sees a need and waits to be asked for
help is as unkind as if he had refused it. Dante
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where you will naturally wish to be chairman of governors and coach of the
football team.
They will want you to have exceptional talents for attracting young people –
but for young people who enjoy the sorts of Services that the present
congregation prefer – and you should have the ability to stop a baby crying
during Mattins with the briefest of glances. They will want you to bring ‗a
breath of fresh air‘ into parish life without changing anything. They will
hope you will shun holidays, preach short sermons and be able to run a tight
jumble sale.
Your CV is a little thin. If you could acquire a wife and family within the
next six months, become an expert flower arranger and qualify as a football
referee, chartered accountant and trained electrician and plumber, it would
prove very helpful. If in addition, you learned how to service photocopiers,
had a mini-bus available for church outings, were an heir to a family firm
producing a single malt whisky and could provide reliable horse racing tips,
your choice of parishes would be endless.
On the other hand, my advice would be to stop attending all meetings where
you know the bishop may be present; out of sight, out of mind. Have your
phone disconnected, your letterbox sealed and only appear in public wearing
dark glasses and a false beard. Keep your head down, lay low, hold on to the
charmed life of being a curate for as long as possible. Life will never be
better.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
A POETIC PLEA ON BEHALF OF SMALL SHOPS
Scandal – retail cleansing has hit our town,
With shop after shop closing down.
Butchers, bakers, and fishmongers gone,
And for the last greengrocer, it won‘t be long.
He shuts the door, she turns the key,
They can‘t go on. It‘s a tragedy.
Their eyes well up, and fill with tears,
Goodbye family firm of a hundred years.
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WHITTINGTON GARDENS COMPETITION 2019
The competition is open to any garden within the Whittington Parish
boundary and prizes will be presented to the winners at Whittington
Together Village Fete at Whittington Castle on Monday 26th August 2019.
CLASSES AND PRIZES
Class 1
Best large garden
Dovaston Perpetual Salver
Class 2
Best small garden
Flower Guild Rose Bowl
Class 3
Best senior citizens‘ garden Castle Cup
Class 4
Best herbs in a container
Community Centre Cup
Class 5
Best vegetable garden
Mayor‘s Cup
Class 6
Best planted container
Morhys of Rosehill Cup
Class 7
Best shrub
Vernon West Award
Special Class Most fragrant rose in all the gardens visited - Pam Kup Cup
NB: To avoid confusion with judging please enter only one garden in
either section 1, 2 or 3. Entrants‘ gardens will be judged towards the middle/
end of July 2019. Entrants will be notified of the exact date in advance.
CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES: SATURDAY 29th JUNE 2019
The judge‘s decision will be final, but join in the competition and enjoy it!
No entries accepted after the closing date.
For further information please contact the organiser,
Libby Morris on 01691-659566
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Entry Form for Whittington Gardens Competition 2019
Please complete, detach and return to:Libby Morris, 7 Rosehill Close, Whittington. SY11 4DY
Entry Fee: £1 per class
Please tick all relevant boxes
1 wish to enter: Class 1

Class 2

Class 3

Class 4

Class 5

Class 6

Class 7

Special
Class

Name: .................................................................... Tel: ...................................
Address: ........................................................................................................15

MAY at Whittington Castle
27th/28th April Napoleonic Living History Weekend
Open 10:00am-4:00pm both days –
Cost £5 per adult, £1 per child. Living
History encampments, skirmishes,
stalls and battle finale each day. Please
be aware of loud gunfire noise during the battles.
4th/5th/6th May Woodville – War of the Roses – Living History Weekend
Open 10:00am-4:00pm each day – Cost £5 per adult, £1 per
child. Living History encampments, skirmishes and stalls.
Learn about the War of the Roses over this 3-day event.
th
19 May
Car Boot Sale – £5 per car – from 8:30am – open 9:00ish
Sorry NO trade stands – No need to book, just turn up
House of the Black Star – Medieval Living History Day
Living History encampment open 11:00am – 4:00pm –
Entrance is FREE, just £1 to park
26th/27th May Svartland Viking – Living History Weekend
Open 10:00am-4:00pm each day – Cost £5 per adult, £1 per
child. Living History encampments, skirmishes and stalls.
Learn about life as a Viking at this new event for the Castle.
26th May
Outdoor Shakespeare – “Much Ado About Nothing”,
performed by The Festival Players – This delicious comedy,
popular for over 400 years, will be performed for you by The Festival
Players acclaimed all-male Company, in a crystal clear, energetic, colourful
production, enhanced by original songs composed by Johnny Coppin. Don‘t
miss this. Tickets will be available to pre-book from Easter 2019 onwards.
Bring a picnic, and a seat, and enjoy this outdoor performance with the
Castle as a backdrop!
Sue Ellis, Castle Manager – Telephone 01691 662500
E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk
Website: ww.whittingtoncastle.co.uk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Roger Bannister and the four-minute mile
65 years ago, on 6th May 1954 British athlete Roger Bannister became the
first person to run a mile in under four minutes. (Three minutes, 59.4
seconds at the Iffley Road track, in Oxford.) The announcement was
drowned out by wild applause from the crowd after announcer Norris
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Do you know your hymns?
Dentist‘s Hymn…………Crown Him with Many Crowns
Weatherman‘s Hymn……… There Shall Be Showers of Blessings
Contractor‘s Hymn………..The Church‘s One Foundation
Tailor‘s Hymn…………..Holy, Holy, Holy
Golfer‘s Hymn…………There‘s a Green Hill Far Away
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
What is the difference between perseverance and obstinacy?
One is a strong will, and the other is a strong won‘t.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
On the tribulations that await a curate in his first parish
The Rectory
St. James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
So, your vicar has
So your bishop is dropping hints that you should begin
to consider a move to having your own parish – ‗not
forever in green pastures‘ comes to mind. Do not be too hasty to leave;
remember that a curate can do no wrong, but a vicar can do no right. That
means that as soon as you get your own parish, you will be held accountable
not only for everything that goes on inside the church, but also for the goal
average of the local football team and the state of the economy. And if it
rains for your first Summer Fete, you will be told reproachfully that this
never used to happen when ‗the former vicar was here‘.
As you begin to ponder this momentous decision, allow me to give you a few
pieces of advice. It will be assumed in the parish that every new incumbent is
bound to be worse than his predecessor. The greatest compliment I ever
received when leaving a parish came from an elderly parishioner: ―I‘ve
known six Rectors of this parish; you weren‘t the worst.‖
Naturally the church you go to will have asked for a married man between
30 and 35 with a wife who will not have her own job but who wants to
devote her entire life working for the parish – and it will be a definite
advantage if she is a brilliant organist, professional caterer and fully
computer literate. They will expect you to have two children, one of whom
should be of primary school age, so he can attend the local Church school,
21

CHILDREN’S PAGE

McWhirter said the word ―three‖.
Bannister was born in 1929: his father was a
Methodist and his mother a Unitarian Sunday
school teacher. His world record lasted for only
a few weeks, but because he was the first to
achieve what many had thought impossible, he
remains a household name. He himself always
believed his successful 40-year career practising medicine – he was a
neurologist – was a far greater achievement.
He was knighted in 1975 and was Master of Pembroke College, Oxford,
from 1985 to 1993. After his marriage to Swedish artist Moyra Elver
Jacobsson in 1955 he became friends with the Rector of All Souls‘, Langham
Place, the Rev Dr John Stott. He was baptised at All Souls: his sponsors
were his two friends who had helped him to the four-minute mile – Chris
Chataway and Chris Brasher. One of his four children is the Rev Charlotte
Bannister-Parker, an associate priest in Oxford.
On the 29th May 1954 Diane Leather became the first woman to run a 5
minute mile (Four minutes, 59.6 seconds in Birmingham.)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Edith Cavell – faith before the firing squad
Nurse Edith Cavell gave her life to others – and was executed as a result.
This month is the centenary of her state funeral at Westminster Abbey. The
daughter of a Norfolk vicar, Edith trained as a nurse, and because she could
speak French fluently, she was invited to start a nurses‘ training school in
Belgium. When war was declared in 1914 she was in England on holiday but
went straight back to Brussels where she cared for Belgians and invading
German troops alike.
When English soldiers were trying to escape back to England, she gave them
shelter – and when she was betrayed, her only defence was that if she had
not helped them to escape, they would have been shot. She had confessed to
the crime of ‗conducting soldiers to the enemy‘ – helping soldiers escape
who could potentially return to the battlefield. Guilty, she was sentenced to
death in a German military court in occupied Belgium.
On the night before she was executed, she met with her local priest Rev H.
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Stirling Gahan. She told him: ―I thank God for this ten
weeks‘ quiet before the end…Life has always been
hurried and full of difficulty…This time of rest has been
a great mercy….‖ ―But this I would say, standing as I do
in view of God and eternity, I realise that patriotism is
not enough. I must have no hatred or bitterness towards
anyone.‖
Just as Jesus‘ death had bought her forgiveness, she knew she needed to
forgive any and all who had wronged her. After celebrating Holy
Communion, the Rev Stirling Gahan began to say the words of the hymn
‗Abide with me‘ and Edith joined him in repeating ‘…When other helpers
fail and comforts flee, Help of the helpless, O abide with me…‘ She then
gave the priest the letters she had written to friends and family and when
they came to say ‗Goodbye‘ she smiled at him and said, ―We shall meet
again.‖ She was 49 years old. Edith was executed in Brussels on 12th October
1915 and at the end of World War 1 her body was repatriated. After a state
funeral at Westminster Abbey, her body was reburied outside Norwich
Cathedral on 19th May 1919. Her body was returned to England on the same
ship that carried the body of the Unknown Soldier in 1919. A biography
Edith Cavell – Faith Before the Firing Squad has been written by
Catherine Butcher and explores Edith‘s life and faith.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Top Ten Silliest Questions asked on a Cruise Ship
Do these steps go up or down?
What do you do with the beautiful ice carvings after they melt?
Which elevator do I take to get to the front of the ship?
Does the crew sleep on the ship?
Is this island completely surrounded by water?
Does the ship make its own electricity?
Is it salt water in the toilets?
What elevation are we at?
There‘s a photographer on board who takes photos and displays them the
next day… the question was asked: ‗If the pictures aren‘t marked, how will I
know which ones are mine?‘
What time is the Midnight Buffet being served?
– Paul Grayson, Cruise Director for the Royal Caribbean Cruise Line
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Age doesn't always bring wisdom. Sometimes age comes alone.

Moses and the Red Sea
Nine-year-old Joseph was asked by his mother what he had learned in
Sunday school. ‗Well, Mum, our teacher told us how God sent Moses behind
enemy lines on a rescue mission to lead the Israelites out of Egypt.
―When he got to the Red Sea, Moses had his army build a pontoon bridge
and all the people walked across safely. Then, he radioed HQ for
reinforcements. They sent bombers to blow up the bridge and all the
Israelites were saved.‖
―Now, Joseph, is that really what your teacher taught you?‖ his mother
asked, startled.
―Well, no,‖ her son admitted. ―But if I told it the way the teacher did, you‘d
never believe it!‖
RECIPE OF THE MONTH
HADDOCK OAT PIE (serves 4-6)
1 tablespoon oil
1 onion, peeled and diced
2 peppers, cored, deseeded and sliced
125 g button mushrooms, sliced
2 x 400g cans peeled, chopped tomatoes
1 vegetable stock cube
450 g Haddock (smoked or unsmoked) prefilleted and cubed
25 g mixed fresh parsley and tarragon, chopped
salt and ground pepper
200 g porridge oats
75 g low fat margarine
Oven 190°C/ 375°F/ Gas 5
Heat the oil in a large pan, add onions, peppers and mushrooms and fry for 5
minutes.
Stir in tomatoes, stock cubs, fish and half the herbs. Bring to the boil, then
simmer, stirring for 5 minutes.
Remove from the heat and season to taste.
Pour into a large oven-proof dish.
Mix the porridge oats and remaining herbs together and rub in the margarine.
Cover top of dish evenly with oat topping.
Bake for 25 minutes until light golden brown.
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