
  
 

 
 

WOMENS INSTITUTE:   

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre 

Secretary:   Mrs Joyce Howard                                                       Tel:656389 
 

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:  

Chairman: Jonjo Evans       Tel:671300 

Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis            Tel:662500 
 

BELL RINGING:  

Details from Brian Rothera            Tel:657778 

                                                                                 
BROWNIES,  GUIDES:   

6:00-7:15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre  

Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere              Tel:624390                                                                        
 

BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:  

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen) 

2 Heather Bank, Gobowen          Tel:658016 

e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com 
 

WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:  

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions 

Leaders:  Dawn and Mandy                                                      Tel:670127 

Meet in the Community Centre 9:00am – 3:00pm 

 

SENIOR CITIZENS: 

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning  

All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall 

Secretary:  Mrs Gillian Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington  Tel:662236  
 

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE: 

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White 

Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm. This will now be the 

only stop in the village. 
 

 

 CHURCH WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk 
 

SCHOOL WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonschool.co.uk  
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SUNDAY SERVICES:  

  8:00am    Holy Communion on 2
nd

, 4
th
 and 5

th
 Sundays 

                          10:30am  Holy Communion weekly    
 

6:30pm    Holy Communion according to the Book of  

       Common Prayer on 1
st
 Sunday 

  6:30pm    Evensong on the 3
rd

 Sunday 
 

  4:00pm    Messy Church on the 4
th
 Sunday  

            (No Service in July or August) 
 

WEEKDAYS: 9:30am     Holy Communion - Thursday  

                           5:30pm    Choir Practice       - Alternate Thursdays     

 
RECTOR:    Reverend Sarah Burton             Tel:238658 

Assoc. Minister: Reverend Richard Burton email:wwfchurch@gmail.com 

The Rectory, Castle Street, Whittington SY11 4DF  
 

Curate:     Reverend Jassica Castillo-Burley  Tel:611749 
 

CHURCHWARDENS:   
Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington Tel:670940 
 

Mrs G Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington   Tel:662236 

e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com    
 

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington     Tel:656389 

Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington               Tel:659562                                                                     

 
ORGANIST:   Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall   Tel:662116 
 

MAGAZINE:        

Editor:               Miss A Ward, 4 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington Tel:672838 

  eaw4@btinternet.com 
 

Distribution:      Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road        Tel:659385 
 

WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL:   

Headteacher: Mr Carl Rogers      Tel:662269 

e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk                         1 

PARISH SERVICES WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS 

tel:657778
http://www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk/
tel:238658
tel:670940
tel:656389
tel:659562


 

 

 

 

November 2017  

Oswestry Rural Youth Church Project   
 
What challenges did you face as a young person 

growing up? Adolescence can be a confusing 

time for young people as they make the transition 

from the dependency and security of childhood to independent adulthood. 

It’s not just a matter of adjusting to all the physical changes associated with 

puberty - which can be enough of a challenge. This is a time when questions 

about identity and values come to the forefront. What sort of person do I 

want to be, what kinds of friends do I want to have; what will my future be? 

What makes me happy, angry or sad? 

 

It seems to me that young people are growing up in an increasingly 

challenging and complex world. Social media is creating new pressures, as is 

a culture strongly focused on celebrity and wealth - and there are growing 

concerns about the mental health of our young people. 

 

It was at the beginning of my teenage years that I began exploring Christian 

faith. My family were not churchgoers but as I wrestled with the challenges 

of growing up, I found myself praying. This led me to my local church, 

where I was fortunate to find dedicated Christian youth leaders, committed 

to giving time to young people. They created opportunities to explore 

Christian faith and values, in fun ways, in the company of other people my 

own age. 

 

The Oswestry Rural Youth Church Project has grown out of a concern from 

some of the village churches to create similar opportunities for young people 

today. Within the village churches, in the Oswestry area, we do not have the 

resources to provide the kind of dedicated youth-work that can make such a 

difference in the lives of young people. So we are working together with the 

hope of employing a Christian Youth Leader who can bring together young 

people from the villages. The aim is to create safe space where young people 

of all faiths and none can come together to be supported and to explore 

together some of the challenges they face in their daily lives within a context 
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CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY: 

Mr Andy Cawthray - email: WhitCBC@gmail.com               Tel:657178 
  07581 710523              

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: 

Richard Beaman      Tel:659166 
 
CRICKET SECRETARY: 

Trina Lewis – email: lewisbtkr@aol.com     Tel:774406 
07968 844341 

BOWLING SECRETARY: 

Eileen Sinker       Tel:770212 
 

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY: 

Mrs Kath Griffiths        Tel:662116   
                                                                                
SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON 
AND WEST FELTON: 

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG             

e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk     

Tel:650488                                         
WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL: 

Mrs A. S. Cowley, “Pear Tree” Cottage, Treflach, Oswestry 

(Clerk to the Council) – Held the fourth Tuesday in the month     Tel:659496   

ascowley.whitpc@sky.com 

www.whittingtonpc.wordpress.com 
 

SHROPSHIRE YOUTH SERVICE: 

Rural Mobile visits the village on Tuesday 6:15pm – 8:00pm 

bus parks opposite the “Premier” Shop, Whittington. 

Open to young people between the ages of 13 – 20 yrs. 

Contact: Wendy Stockton, Shropshire Council Youth Worker.     Tel:654175     
 

BAPTISM SECRETARY: 

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington  Tel:681036 

e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk 
 

WEDDING SECRETARY: 

             Tel: 
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(Whittington Parish Church Magazine) 
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WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS 

tel:659166
tel:774406
tel:770212
http://www.stevecharmley.co.uk/
tel:659496
mailto:ascowley.whitpc@sky.com
http://www.whittingtonpc.wordpress.com/
tel:681036
tel:662236


and there are a diversity of Christian churches on the island beside 

Anglicans, including Methodist, Catholic, Jehovah's witness and Salvation 

Army. There is a primary school in each of the five settlements and one 

senior school, unfortunately they have to come to England for further study. 

 

Other sites to visit include the Boer’s camp and cemetery; it seems Napoleon 

was not the only prisoner here. Several hill top fortifications and the old flax 

mills, some lovely hill and coastal walks, but no sandy beaches despite the 

walk to Sandy Bay. There are trips out to sea to visit the dolphins and you 

can take a trip to the new airport, unused when I was there. 

 

The countryside, despite being barren in places, had stupendous views across 

the island and out to sea.  There is some local flora and fauna, and there is a 

growing preservation nursery financed partly by Kew. We saw the only 

indigenous land bird, the wirebird; this is its only home in the world.  

 

Many people visited the island and considering its location it seems amazing. 

These include Wellington, Darwin, who wondered, when standing  where the 

airport is, how the birds survived being blown backwards by the crosswinds; 

Halley who had an observatory to chart the southern stars, Captain Cook and 

with him Joseph Banks, who studied and brought back to Kew many plants; 

and Captain Bligh of the Bounty.   

Marion Lycett 
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of Christian faith and values. The youth leader would not only support the 

young people but would bring the skills and creativity needed to help people 

from the villages  
 

This is a big project and we still have some way to go. Lichfield Diocese are 

assisting us through their ‘Reaching New Generations’ initiative and have 

awarded us a grant of £40,000 but we still need an additional £100,000 to get 

the project off the ground. We are busy applying to other grant-funding 

bodies and securing support from local churches but we are also hoping that 

individuals will see the value of the project and help with donations and 

fundraising. We are also asking people to pray for the project and once the 

project is off the ground we will be looking for volunteers to help support the 

young people. 
 

If you can help in any way or you’d like to know more about the project, we 

would love to hear from you. You can visit our website: oryc.org.uk, where 

you can sign up to receive newsletters, or contact me and I can give you 

more information. 
 

Prayer changed my life and is still at the heart of all I do. If you would like to 

learn more about prayer, please get in touch – or you could try this website: 

www.justpray.uk/  

Sarah,  
 

   Whittington Rectory 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Confirmation 2018 – Come and Learn about Christian Faith 
 

There will be a confirmation service for Whittington and West Felton in St. 

Michael’s, West Felton on 18
th
 March next year.  

 

We are hoping to offer preparation in school for any Year 6 pupils who 

would be interested in this. There will also be evening groups for young 

people at secondary school and adults. These groups are an opportunity to 

learn more about the Christian faith in the company of others and you are 

welcome to join them even if you are not sure about being confirmed. 

Preparation will begin in the New Year. Please get in touch if you would be 

interested in joining one of these groups so we can plan when to hold them.  

 

Sarah, Richard and Jassica 
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DIARY 

 

1  ALL SAINTS DAY 

 

 7:30pm  Monthly Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens’ Hall,

   £1.50 including refreshments 

 

2 9:30am  Holy Communion 

 

4 8:30am  The November Prayer Breakfast to support the  

   Schools Christian Project Worker will be held at  

 Oswestry Methodist Church; if you would like to 

attend please telephone Lynn Carroll on 01691 -

659385 by Wednesday 1
st
 November  

 

5 FOURTH SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT 

 

 10:30am Parish Communion 

 4:00pm  Thanksgiving Service, St Michael’s Church, West  

   Felton. A special service to remember family and  

   friends no longer with us and to light a candle in their  

   memory. If you would like the name of a particular  

   person remembered in the service please contact Sue  

   Dyke: dykechurch@gmail.com  

 6:30pm  Holy Communion according to the Book of Common  

   Prayer 

 

7 10:00am (approx) Whittington Senior Citizens trip to the Cafe on the  

   Hill, Welsh Frankton for morning brunch/coffee;  

   further details on pages 11-12 

 

2:00-3:00pm Praise and Play in church 
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tie up at a dock so you board a shuttle ferry holding 20 passengers, and sail 

to the land and jump ashore, with a lot of help from sailors. The roads are 

very steep, very narrow and very winding.  No traffic lights and one traffic 

island on the island.  

 

There are 2 main hotels in Jamestown and some small hotels, Bed and 

Breakfasts and a few places out in the countryside. All accommodation must 

be booked before arriving; no one can board the ship without showing proof.  

I stayed in a plantation house built in 1750 by the East India Company, 

lovingly restored by a couple who had both served on the RMS St Helena, as 

Purser and Cabin steward. They kept sheep, chickens, grew their own food 

and had a coffee plantation. Coffee is one of the exports and is reputed to sell 

for £600 a kilo in Harrods.  I was told that the cooking was not wonderful on 

the island, but I had some fabulous meals, all good cooking. I will admit it 

was never ‘nouveau cuisine’ for which I was extremely grateful. The fish 

was straight out of the sea, literally, you could only buy what had been just 

been caught and one day I ordered tuna, was told there was none, and then 

told yes it was coming up the quay- 

side now.  

 

Jamestown has some historical  

buildings, a lovely museum,  

defences and a dry moat, the  

government offices in ‘the castle’,  

(not as we in Whittington know it),  

a courthouse and a prison.  Out of  

town the main attraction is Long- 

wood, where Napoleon died and  

you can visit his original tomb; both  

of these sites belong to France not  

Britain and there is a French  

Ambassador in town. You can also  

visit Plantation House, the governor’s 

residence where there are 4 giant  

tortoises, Jonathon is at least 150  

years old. Nearby is St Paul’s  

Cathedral, connected to Whittington  

as the Bishop’s wife, Jane,  is sister to 

Richard Hughes; this is a lovely building. The island has several churches  
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There never was a good war, or a bad peace. Benjamin Franklin  

 



 

 

 

Saint Helena Holiday 

 

The first two questions everyone asks is Where? and Why?  The answer is 

miles from anywhere in the South Atlantic.  When I went it was only 

accessible by sea - a 5 day cruise from Capetown on board RMS St Helena, 

the last Royal Mail Ship to sail anywhere in the world with the post. The 

island rises with sheer cliffs from the Atlantic as part of the chain of 

volcanoes that stretches from Tristan da Cunha to Iceland. The ship carries 

150 passengers along with 56 crew members, including a doctor, the mail 

and all goods going to the island, including livestock, if any.  

  

The island sounds a long way south but is in the tropics, and is cooled by the 

southeast trade-winds, with sunny summers and warm winters. It rises to 

2,685 feet, measures about 10 miles by 6 miles of which 60% is barren rock. 

It survives on rainfall. 

 

The population, all known as Saints, of around 4,500 is the most friendly I 

have ever met, there is no distinct race, as most are a mixture of European 

with Chinese, Malay, Indian, Madagascan and African both native and 

Boers.  The first were the Portuguese in around 1500 who kept it secret as 

they watered their ships there, they also landed the goats to provide fresh 

meat for ships and planted lemons for scurvy. These were followed by the 

Dutch and English who brought in workers from Asia; mainland Africans 

did not arrive until the 1840s when the island was used to drop off slaves 

rescued from ships going to America after slaving was banned in Britain. It 

was likened to the services on the M1 until the Suez Canal opened. The 

British introduced flax for sacks and mail-bags; it was the only major 

industry until plastic was used then flax was abandoned but it still grows in 

profusion. Our guide was as surprised, when we told him that was when mail 

bags ceased to be made in British prisons, as we were to know that the flax 

for them came from so far away.  

 

Sailing into Jamestown, the only major town, is amazing; it lies in an inlet 

between 800 foot cliffs. As we came in the dark nothing could be seen but 

the chain of lights up the cliff on Jacob’s Ladder, a flight of 699 steps, each 

11 inches high, that leads from the town to the fort above.  The ship cannot  
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9 9:30am  Holy Communion 

 

 7:00pm  Whittington Women’s Institute meets in the  

Community Centre for their Annual General Meeting; 

Speaker: Heather Game Topic: Sitting Ghost Tour of 

Shrewsbury 

 

10-12 10:00am-4:00pm Exhibition at Whittington Castle in remembrance  

of local enlisted men who did not return from World 

War I, 1917; further details on page 10 

 

12 THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT  

REMEMBERANCE SUNDAY 

 

 8:00am  Holy Communion 

 10:30am Holy Communion with two minutes silence and the 

   laying of wreaths 

 

13 LAST DAY for magazine material for the December edition of the 

    “Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, 4 Rosehill  

   Avenue, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com 

 

14 2:00-3:00pm Praise and Play in church 

 

16 9:30am   Holy Communion 

 

19 SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT 

 

 10:30am Parish Communion 

 6:30pm  Evensong 

 

21 2:00-3:00pm Praise and Play in church 

 

 7:15pm  Deanery Synod meeting at St John’s Church, Weston  

   Rhyn; Speaker: Revd Sarah Burton Topic: Oswestry  

   Rural Church Project 

 

23 9:30am  Holy Communion 

 10:00am-12:00noon Coffee Morning in Church; further details on  

   page 8                  5 

TRAVELLER’S TALES 



24 10:30am-12:00noon Mince Pie and Coffee Morning in the Senior  

   Citizens’ Hall; further details on page 11-12 

 

7:30pm  Fun Quiz in aid of Whittington Community Centre;  

   further details on page 13 

 

26 SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE ADVENT 

 CRIST THE KING 

 

 8:00am  Holy Communion 

 10:30am Parish Communion 

 4:00pm  Messy Church 

 

28 12:00 noon Whittington Senior Citizens’ Monthly Lunch at the  

   White Lion; further details on page 11-12 

 

2:00-3:00pm Praise and Play in church 

 

30 SAINT ANDREW 

 

9:30am  Holy Communion 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Extracts from the Parish Registers 

for the month of September 2017   

 

HOLY BAPTISM 

 

“We welcome you into the Lord’s Family” 

 

17
th
 September 2017  Molly Rose Burlison-Wortley 

   and Elsie Jane Burlison-Wortley 

   (twins) of Lilac Grove, Oswestry 

 

17
th
 September 2017  Lacey Bella Williams 

   of St Martins Road, Gobowen 

 

20
th
 August 2017  Jagger Oliver Jeffrey Malcolm 

   of Oakwood Close 
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money from the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), and is being 

investigated by a Council member who will provide feedback in due course. 

  

Christmas 2017 Carol Service at Ye Old Boote Inn: The date for this 

event is confirmed as Wednesday 13
th
 December 2017; please arrive at 

5:30pm, Carols will start at 6:00pm 

 

Areas of Concern: A letter from a resident was received by the council in 

relation to the road alongside The Stanyards which is in need of repair and 

restoration to make it safe for pedestrians wanting to walk between 

Whittington and Gobowen.   

 

Date and time of the next meeting: The next Parish Council Meeting will 

be at 7:30pm on Tuesday 24
th
 October 

  
2017 in the Senior Citizens’ Hall.  

 

Paul Thompson-Lawrence 

(This article is a brief outline of the main discussion points for the 

Whittington Parish Council meeting and does not represent a formal record. 

For an official copy of the minutes please contact the Parish Clerk or look on 

the Parish Website - www.whittingtonpc.wordpress.com) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Praying for a brother 

 

A small boy badly wanted a baby brother, so his dad suggested he pray every 

night for one. The boy prayed earnestly, night after night, but his prayers 

seemingly weren’t answered. After a few weeks, he didn’t bother to ask 

anymore.  

 

Some months later, his dad said they were going 

to see his mum in the hospital and he was going  

to get a big surprise. When they got to the  

room, the little boy saw his mother holding  

two babies. ‘Well, what do you think about  

having twin brothers?’ his dad asked. 

 

The little boy thought for a moment and replied,  

‘It’s a good thing I stopped praying when I did.’ 
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Nothing is politically right which is morally wrong. Daniel O’Connell 

 

 



17/04109 – Variation of Condition no. 3 attached to Planning permission 

16/05607/FUL dated 2/02/2017 – Solar Farm at Rhosygadfa, Gobowen 

(emailed to Councillors). 

17/04114//FUL – Conversion of former Post Office into 2 residential 

apartments – 3 Station Road, Whittington (emailed to Councillors). 

17/04298/REM – Reserved matters pursuant to 14/03788/OUT – for the 

erection of one residential dwelling (all matters reserved) to include 

access, appearance, landscaping and layout- Proposed dwelling to the 

south of Top Street, Whittington (e-mailed to Councillors). 

 

Planning Permission Granted: 17/03139/FUL – Bryn-Y-Plentyn Farm, 

Middleton, Oswestry 

 

Planning Permission Refused: 17/03369/FUL - 35, Artillery Road, Park 

Hall – Erection of a First Floor extension 

17/03463/FUL - 10 Walsham Avenue, Whittington   

 

Land off Park Crescent, Park Hall: Shropshire Councillor for Whittington, 

Councillor Charmley, advised the meeting that he had met with some of the 

residents of Park Crescent regarding the proposed development of twenty-

seven properties on the land adjacent to their houses. Some modifications 

were to be made and amended plans would be submitted by the developers. 

    

Footway Lighting: All the lamp-heads are on order and the poles will arrive 

soon. Poles will be changed where necessary to accommodate the new lamp- 

heads. Some lamps are lighting up as early as the afternoon as the head is 

surrounded by overhanging leafy branches.  

 

Whittington Play Area: Councillors had received a written report which 

had gone into great detail; some work needs to be done before the equipment 

is checked again next spring.  

 

Whittington Together: The Village Fete which took place on 28
th
 August 

had gone very well despite there being fewer people attending than last year. 

A debriefing meeting is to be held to discuss the recent activities.  

 

Neighbourhood Plan: This is a legal document already used by other Parish 

Councils and is designed to get more local people involved. The principal is  

very good and gives more weight to Parish Councillors. It can be funded by 
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HOLY MATRIMONY  
 

We send our Best Wishes to:- 

 

16
th
 September 2017    Oliver Luke Pierpoint  

and Katie Francess Candlin  

both of Weston Rhyn 

 

REQUIESCAT IN PACE 
 

“May the Souls of the Faithful Departed Rest in Peace” 
 

 

17
th
 September 2017  Roger Mourby Berwick 

   aged 85 of Rosehill Close 

 

18
th
 September 2017  Percy Herbert Arthur 

   aged 85 of Llysfield Nursing Home 

 

Communicants for the month……...…182 

  Attendance for the month……….........202 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

MacMillan Coffee Morning 

 

At the Coffee Morning held in Whittington Senior 

Citizens’ Hall on 29
th
 September, £604 was raised 

for MacMillan Cancer Care. 

 

Many thanks go to everyone who helped on the morning by manning the 

stalls, making coffee, donating raffle prizes and goods to sell. Thank you to 

all who came to support the charity, which supports cancer patients and their 

families both during and after their illness. Thank you also to the Senior 

Citizens for the use of their hall. 

Rita Moir 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Harvest Lunch 

 

Thank you to all those who worked so hard to provide the superb harvest 

lunch enjoyed by so many on Sunday 2
nd

 October; all the various salad  

7 

 

 

 



options and wonderful array of sweet choices; £555 was raised for church 

funds.  Everyone was very generous with their support for the raffle as well, 

which had very many interesting prizes on offer, and £165 was raised to 

support the West Midland Air Ambulance Service.   

Mike Phipps 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Coffee & Company 
Come and Enjoy 

a 

Cup of Coffee or Tea 

and a chat 

in 

Whittington Church - Thursday 23rd November  

10:00am – 12:00noon 

  

  

  

All are very welcome - Entrance is free 

Voluntary Donations to the Church 
 

 

 

Sandy Wilson welcomed everyone to the meeting and provided an update on 

various issues including whether the members would be interested in 

forming a book club. An overview of a day’s course at Shrewsbury which 

focussed on food waste was discussed with an explanation of key elements 

including the work of the Food Hub, FareShare Food and Supermarket 

Action. Sandy asked members if they had any difficulties accessing MY WI, 

the national website, to let her know so advice and support could be 

provided. 

 

Information was given about forthcoming events including Thursday 16
th 

November when we celebrate our WI Birthday with a meal at the Wynnstay 

Hotel; the annual Carol Service on December 11
th
 at St Martins’ Parish 

Church; and details of visits to the Ballet and Pantomime were provided. 
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Your Team & Contact numbers: 

Local Police Officer: - PC 3718 Kate Le’Clere – 07792 774 024 
 

Police Community Support Officers: - PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes - 07816 

172 510; and PCSO 40279 Pete Roberts- 07792774047 
 

About your Team: Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and 

partners to identify, tackle and solve issues that matter to the community 

where you live. Making neighbourhoods safer by cutting day to day crime 

and anti-social behaviour is at the heart of keeping people in West Mercia  

safe.  Thanks to an investment in mobile tablet style computers, these will 

enable officers to spend more time on patrol on the street and in 

neighbourhoods. Officers will continue to come to people when they need 

them and provide a high quality service however you contact us - in person 

(on the street, at community bases and at partners and communities together 

[PACT] meetings), on the phone or online.  
 

In the event of a Police emergency call 999 for urgent attention; or ring 101 

for non-emergency calls. The Police mobile numbers above will only be 

answered if the Officer is on duty. If your call is not answered please leave 

your name, number and a brief message. The Officer will respond at their 

earliest convenience when they are next on duty.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PLANNING: 16/05110/Ful – Erection of 4 no. dwellings; formation of 

new access and installation of new foul treatment plant /03463/FUL – 

Proposed residential development – Land West of Burma Road, Park 

Hall amendments (e-mailed to Councillors). 

17/03506/Ful – Erection of extensions and alterations and formation of 

dropped kerb – Springfilds, Station Road, Whittington (emailed to 

Councillors). 

17/04031/FUL – Erection of 2 dwellings, associated garaging and 

alterations to the private access road and installation of package 

treatment plant – Land at Hindford, Whittington (e-mailed to 

Councillors). 
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Get in touch - 101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime   

 oswestryrn.snt @westmercia.pnn.police.uk  

 www.westmercia.police.uk  

  / @Oscops - Only call 999 in an emergency, when a crime is in  

progress or life is in danger. 

 

WHITTINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
 



 

 

 

There were ten Parish Councillors, the Clerk, Councillor Charmley and one 

member of the public at the meeting. 

 

Matters Arising: A number of Parish Councillors attended a course entitled 

“Being a better Councillor”.  They informed colleagues that it had been very 

good full day event taking place in various places across the country. 

 

The bush shelter in Babbinswood which had been vandalised is going to be 

repaired.  

 

The Clerk is to attend a Data Protection Act presentation and a meeting 

regarding Insurance for Parish Councils on the 29
th
 November; the Clerk will 

provide feedback on both meetings to Councillors.  

 

A grant application had been submitted for a Defibrillator but unfortunately 

there were too many applications. The Parish Council will use council funds.  

 

Community Police Attendance: Local Police Officer, PCSO Pete Roberts 

attended the meeting and discussed the recent crime figure reports for July 

and August.  

 

Crimes reported in July: Thirty Six incidents were reported but only 

thirteen were classed as crimes: Antisocial behaviour (1); Concern for safety 

(1); Other Unlisted (1); Harassment/Stalking (1); Burglary Residential (1); 

Anti-Social Nuisance (2); Criminal Assault (2); Criminal Damage (4). 

 

Crimes reported in August: Fifty incidents were reported but only sixteen 

were classed as crimes: Anti-Social Nuisance (1); Harassment/Stalking (1); 

Rape (1); Drug Offences (1); Criminal Damage (1); Burglary Residential (2): 

Assaults (2); Concerns for safety (3); Theft/Other (4). 

 

There were concerns regarding fly tipping which related to people calling on 

residents and offering to remove any rubbish they wanted taking away and 

charging them a fee. Any rubbish taken was simply dumped on the road side 

or left elsewhere. Comments were also made regarding a gang of boys on 

bikes regularly seen in Whittington near the Three Trees causing a nuisance.  

28 

The main event of the evening involved making crackers in good time for  

Christmas, and also decorating gift tags. A demonstration by Liz Kidd 

helped members to achieve some excellent results with very festive crackers 

and gift tags being made. A vote of thanks was provided by Averill Cordwell 

who said how much everyone had enjoyed the craft session. 

 

The hand knitted competition was won by Julie Sheffield, second was 

Margaret Hulson and third was Vanessa Bromley. Delicious refreshments 

were provided by Lyn Williams and Shirley Brain. 

 

November 8
th
 is the next meeting when the speaker will be Heather Game 

talking about Ghostly Happenings in Shrewsbury!! All are very welcome to 

attend at Whittington Community Centre at 7:00pm 

Jo Goodall 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Whittington Music Festival wins award. 
 

Everyone involved with the Whittington  

International Chamber Music Festival feels  

proud to have been awarded the Millicent  

Kaye Award for the Festival’s contribution  

to culture in Oswestry and its surrounds.  
 

Lawrence and Rosemary Mortimer, together  

with new Chairman, Rob Greaves, recently  

attended Oswestry Civic Society’s annual  

dinner, where they were presented with the  

award.  
 

We’d like to express our thanks to Oswestry Civic Society, to all our 

wonderful volunteers, without whom the Festival could not run - and of 

course to our musicians, who have provided world-class concerts for our 

village for the last five years. 
 

The programme for 2018’s ‘Fantasia on a British Theme’ has now been 

completed and promises to be very exciting. You might like to put the dates 

May 15
th

 – 20
th

 in your diary! 

Rosemary Barralet Mortimer 

www.whittingtonmusicfestival.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/whittingtonmusicfestival 
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Whittington Parish Council News, 

Meeting held on 26
th

 September 2017  

 

http://www.whittingtonmusicfestival.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/whittingtonmusicfestival


NOVEMBER at Whittington Castle 
 

The fourth exhibition in remembrance of local men 

who enlisted, many who would not return, takes place 

10
th
-12

th
 November between 10:00am 4:00pm at 

Whittington Castle. We look at the third battle of 

Ypres - the horror that was Passchendaele, one of the 

most appalling campaigns in the history of warfare. The soldiers suffered 

mounting disillusion amid mud, terror, desolation and desperate privation. 

We pay tribute to the local men who lost their lives in 1917 in the mud and 

misery of the battlefield, as well as examining the role of the woman in war, 

both in the W.A.A.C. (The Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps) and at home. 
 

This month we move to our winter opening hours: The shop and cafe will be 

open Thursday to Sunday 10:00am – 4:00pm; the grounds remain open every 

day and parking is just £1. 

Sue Ellis, Castle Manager – Telephone 01691 662500                                                                   

E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk                                                                 

                                                            Website: ww.whittingtoncastle.co.uk  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Grants to help an older person 
 

Every winter we read that many elderly people have to choose between 

heating their homes and buying food to eat; and for some it can be a struggle 

to make ends meet throughout the year. The charity, Friends of the Elderly, 

makes grants to older people as part of its mission to support them, 

especially those in need due to isolation or poverty.  

 

Applications are made by referring organisations working in local 

communities, and a quick call to 0330 332 1110 confirmed that churches 

could apply. The monies are to go towards utility bills, household repairs and 

adaptations, mobility aids and essential items that support daily living, and 

the cost of equipment such as tablets and broadband to help people stay 

connected. More details at http://www.fote.org.uk/              Parish Pump 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Adam and Eve 
 

Adam and Eve had an ideal marriage. He didn’t have to hear about all the 

men she could have married, and she didn’t have to hear about the way his 

mother cooked. 

10 

OCTOBER’S QUIZ ANSWERS 

 

1. Anthony Andrews 

2. Sarah Brightman 

3. David Essex 

4. Sunset Boulevard 

5. La Cage aux Folles 

6. The Sound of Music 

7. Tony 

8. Chicago 

9. Kiss Me, Kate 

10. Theatre Royal 

11. Michael Ball 

12. Don Black 

13. Tim Rice 

14. Show Boat 

15. Happy Talk 

16. Siam (now Thailand) 

17. West Side Story 

18. Stripper 

19. Stephen Sondheim 

20. Carousel 

21. Michael Crawford 

22. Joyce Grenfell 

23. Gaston Leroux 

24. Mary Magdalen 

25. Chess 

26. Roger Moore 

27. Cats 

28. Hair 

29. A Chorus Line 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Preaching - The preacher was wired for sound with a lapel mike, and as he 

preached, he moved briskly about the platform, jerking the mike cord as he 

went. Then he moved to one side, getting wound up in the cord and nearly 

tripping before jerking it again. After several circles and jerks, a little girl in 

the third pew leaned toward her mother and whispered, “If he gets loose, will 

he hurt us?” 
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HOSPITAL CHART BLOOMERS  

 

Don’t be alarmed, but these are actual 

notes from hospital charts.... 

 

~ The patient refused autopsy. 

~ The patient has no previous history 

of suicides. 

~ Patient has left white blood cells at 

another hospital. 

~ Patient has chest pain if she lies on 

her left side for over a year. 

~ On the second day the knee was 

better and on the third day it 

disappeared. 

~ The patient has been depressed 

since she began seeing me in 1993. 

~ Discharge status: Alive but without 

permission. 

~ She is numb from her toes down. 

~ The skin was moist and dry. 

~ Occasional, constant infrequent 

headaches. 

~ Patient was alert and unresponsive. 

~ I saw your patient today, who is still 

under our car for physical therapy. 

~ Patient has two teenage children, 

but no other abnormalities. 

 

Minor operation: one performed on someone else. Anon 

 

 



Paul wanted to check on the well-being of the Thessalonians, did he think of 

texting them? I rest my case. 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

When Elizabeth married Philip – 70 years ago 

 

Princess Elizabeth married Philip, Duke of 

Edinburgh, at Westminster Abbey seventy years 

ago, on 20
th
 November 1947. This month will 

celebrate their Platinum Anniversary. 

 

Elizabeth and Philip of Greece, who were third 

cousins met in 1939, when the future Queen was 

only thirteen and Philip was eighteen. The match 

was promoted by Philip’s uncle, Earl 

Mountbatten, whose name Philip took before the 

marriage. Philip also converted from Greek  

Orthodoxy to Anglicanism and was given British citizenship. 

 

The wedding took place in front of 2,000 invited guests and was broadcast 

on radio to two hundred million listeners worldwide. The wedding dress was 

designed by Norman Hartnell; Princess  

Elizabeth used ration coupons to obtain 

the material. More than two and half  

thousand wedding presents and ten  

thousand telegrams of congratulations  

were received. Most of the honeymoon  

was spent at Birkhall on the Balmoral  

Estate. 

 

Sir William Neil McKie, an Australian 

organist who was the Master of the Choristers at the abbey, was the  

director of music, a role he filled again at Elizabeth’s coronation in 1953 

He wrote a song, “We Wait For Thy Loving Kindness, O God”, especially  

for the wedding. 

 

Elizabeth and Philip had got engaged secretly in 1946, but their engagement 

was not announced officially until July 9th, 1947. 

26                  Tim Lenton 

 

 

 

 

The November lunch at the White Lion will be on Tuesday 28th. Val 

Hayward is responsible for looking after bookings for the lunch so whether 

you are a first-timer and wish to come along, or a regular attendee who is 

unable to make it, please contact Val on 01691 662434.  The cost of the two 

course roast lunch is currently £7.50, which includes tea or coffee after the 

meal. There will not be a lunch at the White Lion in December; instead our 

Christmas lunch will be at Oswestry Golf Club on Wednesday 13
th
 

December.  The next lunch at the Lion will be in January. 

 

Are there any whist players out there that would like to join Jan and Rita at 

the weekly Monday whist sessions?  These start at 2:00pm and are held in 

the small room in the hall.  You could follow this on by attending the 

monthly sessions held on the first Wednesday evening each month.  The cost 

is £1 on Monday afternoons, and £1.50 to include a cup of tea or coffee and 

biscuits on Wednesday evening.  A raffle is held on both occasions.  

 

The Thursday morning coffee gatherings are becoming more popular with 

people enjoying the get together and chat over coffee and biscuits. Everyone 

is welcome, so please join us when you can.  If you have any spare garden 

produce please bring it along as it will be very welcome. We do splash out 

and have cake if some-one admits to having a birthday or anniversary.  

 

LINE DANCING:  We apologise for cancelling the lesson on 12
th
 October, 

this was due to the new window frames being installed.  Classes run from 

1:30 to approximately 3:00pm on Thursday afternoons; Steve now has to 

collect his little boy who started school in September.  The cost is £4 per 

session and a small raffle is held, the receipts from which go towards club 

funds, which is a registered charity.  Please come along and give it a go, all 

ages are welcome,  and in order to keep the class going we need more people 

to come along and join the regular dancers. 

 

We held our annual Harvest Lunch on 3
rd

 October and were slightly 

disappointed in the number that attended.  A lovely lunch was served after a 

short service conducted by our Curate, Jassica Castillo-Burley.  Wenna 

Lloyd played the keyboard as we sang “All is safely gathered in” and “We 

plough the fields and scatter”.                                                                  11 

 

 

WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS 

Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers 



The windows at the hall have been replaced as the sills very rotten and the 

committee made a big decision to have the twenty-two windows replaced 

with double-glazed windows and PVC sills.  The work was undertaken by 

Morgan’s of Oswestry, who commenced the job at the beginning of the 

month.  We hope the project has not inconvenienced too many people.  It has 

been suggested that raffle money will be kept separate and go towards new 

blinds in the small meeting room.  The committee were wondering if any 

kind people would be in a position to contribute to this fund so that we can 

achieve our ambition to have some new blinds.  Hopefully, we will be able 

to re-use the ones currently in the main room. 

 

A new cafe/tea shop has opened on the premises of the old garage in Welsh 

Frankton and we are arranging a morning brunch/coffee visit on Tuesday 7
th
 

November.  The Tanant Valley bus service picks up in Whittington about 

10:10 am and there is a bus stop right opposite the Cafe on the Hill.  A bacon 

or sausage bap will cost you £3; a full breakfast is also available as are 

lunches and a selection of lovely cakes.  If you are interested in joining us on 

this trip please speak to either Val or myself as we have some menu sheets. 

 

Now the work on the windows in the hall has been completed and the dust 

has settled, we have decided to hold a Mince Pie and Coffee Morning on 

Friday 24
th
 November between 10:30am-12:00noon. Entrance will be by 

donation.  There will be a Bring and Buy stall and Christmas cards on sale.  

If anyone would like to hire a table for one reason or another, please get in 

touch with either Val or myself. 

  

Christmas Events: 

Tuesday 5
th
 December  3:00pm Christmas Tea – cost £5 

Wednesday 13
th
 December Christmas Lunch at Oswestry Golf Club Val 

will produce a list of food available 

Thursday 21
st
 December  Seasonal Coffee Morning 

 

Gill Roberts - 01691 662236 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Gone fishing – Two men were fishing on a lake, feeling vaguely guilty that 

they had skipped Sunday morning worship; to make matters worse, the fish 

were not biting. The first angler finally observed: ‘Perhaps I should have just 

gone to church.’ To which the other replied ‘I couldn’t have gone to church 

in any case, as my wife is home ill in bed.’  
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Did St Paul text the Thessalonians? Or What’sApp the Corinthians? 

 

The Rectory 

St James the Least 

My dear Nephew Darren 

 

No, I do not think it would be a good idea for us to 

correspond by your wretched ‘e-mail’ in future – as 

I am sure you know I do not possess an email 

apparatus. At St. James the Least, we may well be  

poised to make the great leap forward into the next century, but when we do 

so, we shall leap forward into the nineteenth; it will be enough for future 

generations to give consideration to progression towards the twentieth.  

Beyond that does not bear speculation. 

 

Pen and ink has been the medium of choice for generations of clergy, as they 

should be for you too. St. Paul, may I remind you, did not send a What’sApp 

to the Corinthians - and was even proud to mention that part of his letter was 

written by his own hand. And while I am on the subject, it would greatly 

please me if you stopped using ball-point pens; they may be suitable for 

tradesmen, but not for a Clerk in Holy Orders. Do get yourself a good 

fountain pen and some permanent blue-black ink. Beware of parishioners 

who write to you in green ink; it is a sure sign they are unbalanced. 

 

Modern technology may well have a place in the commercial world, but it 

should not impinge on the life of the Church. Your photocopied monthly 

magazine admittedly looks rather grand, but it needs a smudged, cyclostyled 

edition to re-assure readers that this is a truly Anglican production. The sight 

of Miss Pemberton thumping out those stencils on her grandfather’s 

typewriter, which he used during the Crimean campaign, running off the 

copies and emerging hours later liberally covered in black ink gives a re-

assuring sense of continuity with the past. Seeing her days later at church, 

still stained with printers’ ink, makes those parishioners who don’t know the 

real reason, speculate on whether she is moonlighting as a chimney sweep. 

 

When Jesus taught His disciples, did He have to wait until they could record 

Him on their smartphones? When He told them where they were to go, did 

they get out their electronic diaries to see if they had a ‘window’ that day? 

Or google ‘maps’ to make sure He knew the quickest way there? When St.  
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FUN QUIZ 
 

FRIDAY 24 NOVEMBER 

 

7:30pm 

 

WHITTINGTON 

COMMUNITY  

CENTRE 

 

TEAMS of FOUR - £12 
To include light refreshments 

 

 LICENSED BAR  

AVAILABLE 

 

RING 662417 or 662116 

TO ENTER 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Angels talk all the way while they’re flying you up to heaven. The main 

subject is where you went wrong before you got dead. - Daniel, age 9  

13 
 

 



Petty Crime in Whittington 

 

As you may be aware from the local press, there has been an increase in 

petty crime in the Parish over the summer months. This has included anti- 

social behaviour, criminal damage, and thefts to name a few.  Whilst the 

crime rate for this area remains low, it is a something that I feel needs to be 

addressed. I have recently met with our local PCSO, who has assured me that 

whilst there has been an increase, the Police are following up with success 

on incidents that have been reported to them. They are pleased to say that the 

fly tipping that has been plaguing Berghill Lane appears to have stopped; 

and the deployment of mobile speed cameras in Babbinswood and on the 

Ellesmere Road have resulted in several motorists being given words of 

caution. There have been reports of youths stopping customers going into the 

Three Trees shop asking them to buy alcohol or cigarettes on their behalf. 

Please do not feel pressurised if you are approached, report it to the shop 

staff. The Police have asked the staff to keep a look out and report anything 

back. Several youths on cycles have also been verbally abusing other 

children and generally causing a nuisance; these youths have been identified 

by teachers at the local schools and the PCSO with responsibility for the 

schools has been speaking to those involved. The police have asked me to 

pass on a reminder to keep doors, sheds etc locked when you are out and if 

you see anything suspicious please report it to telephone number 101. 

Jill Whitby - Parish Council Chair 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

     4:00 pm Sunday 26 November, Whittington Church 

 

  Christmas is Coming! 
 

 Messy Church for Advent  
 

We begin with crafts and activities at 4:00pm 
 
At 4:30pm we gather for a short act of worship with songs and a story  
 

We end with sandwiches, cakes and drinks for all to share 
 

Everyone welcome 
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completely bare except for the counter, a light bulb and the wall clock. When  

the owner died the clock went to my father and now I am lucky enough to 

own it. Can this go with me please? I also purchased a car from his estate. 

Oh the folly of youth! It had a 3 litre side valve engine, no power steering, 

no brake assistance, no seat belts, no heater and no MOT to worry about. It 

did about 10 miles to the gallon on short journeys but petrol was only 5 

shillings a gallon (about 5p a litre) in those days so it didn’t break the bank, 

but that car needed a lot of maintenance. Marion spent some time learning to 

drive in this machine, a baptism by fire! In some ways I was sad to see it to 

go when we got married. 

 

My time with BT came to end when I was 50, having decided to take 

redundancy/retirement. For a couple of years I tried working for an Open 

University degree, but lost interest. By now I had been a parent governor at 

the Marches School for some years and I was offered a part time job at the 

School working on all aspects of Health and Safety. It was a good way to 

wind down ready for full retirement when I reached 60. Going back to the 

time when I left BT I joined the ‘Operatic’ which soon became Oswestry 

Musical Theatre Company. I was with them for about 15 years doing two  

shows a year, which kept me out of mischief. I would like to take a copy of 

Some Enchanted Evening from South Pacific as a reminder of those years. 

Following retirement we decided that now was the time to see some of the 

rest of the world and our first journey was along the Danube to Budapest. 

We also took a tour of Norway where we visited Greig’s house, so a copy of 

The Hall of the Mountain King would be a must. 

 

 These days we spend our spare time either walking or gardening and 

currently I am working on plans to visit as many preserved steam railways as 

I can; shades of the old Woolwich ferry I think. 

 

The one record I would keep over all others is Zorba the Greek, for the 

memories that brings back. What to take as a luxury? Hopefully Dr Wyn 

Jones would leave his solar powered radio behind, so I would take a 

telescope to look at the heavens and later to look for passing ships – (You 

need to choose between the Vienna wall clock and the telescope! – Editor). 

For a book I would take a compilation of all Stephen Hawkins’ works; 

they’ll keep me busy or drive me completely mad. Would I try to escape?  

Yes, but not until I have some understanding Professor Hawkins theories. 

Graham Bell 

23 



Lonnnie Donagon’s My Old man’s a Dustman would help. I went to a 

secondary school where I managed to get enough ‘O’ levels to get into the 

local 6
th
 Form but things went a bit downhill again, but suffice it to say that I 

made it to the local Technology to study zoology, chemistry and physics for 

an External London Degree. I passed the first year exams then again my 

education hit the buffers. However a group of us decided to drive a minibus 

to Rome via the South of France during the summer vacation. We were 

camping most of the time, not always legally. Next year we drove to Athens 

and looking back on both of these trips they were real adventures. To remind 

me of the trip to Athens in particular I would take Zorba the Greek by 

Mikis Theodorakis. 

 

I decided a change of direction was needed, so applied to the GPO/BT who 

accepted me on the basis of my first year exam results. I was a bit surprised 

to be asked to sign the Official Secrets Act but then I was actually a Civil 

Servant. By this time we had moved as a family out of London to Old 

Harlow, and this was where I met Marion my wife to be and we were 

married in 1969. I spent six years in London working with customers big and 

small in the City, dimensioning private exchanges. We often went to see  

West End shows, mostly of these were musicals; in particular Starlight 

Express comes to mind so a copy of U.N.C.O.U.P.L.E.D. would go with 

me.  I had been looking for a way out of London within BT and by good 

fortune I heard that a group in network planning was moving to Brogyntyn 

Hall. We arrived in 1973, no long commuting, just a short drive to the office 

and with the option of going home for lunch. Luxury!!! We had four children 

all boys not a girl to be had; however we now have two delightful 

granddaughters. The boys all did much better at university than their father, 

between them gaining a Doctorate, two masters and a 2:1. 

 

Going back to living in London, occasionally the radio would be on and I 

can remember ‘In Town Tonight’ so I would take the signature tune The 

Knightsbridge March by Eric Coats which will also remind me of my time 

in London. The only television programme I can remember was ‘Going for a 

Song’ an early version of the Antiques Roadshow. It was this programme 

that gave me love of antiques; the signature tune was The Birds by Respighi 

a must for the Island. Talking of antiques, I was lucky enough to inherit a 

Vienna wall clock which has a bit of a history. It was in a watch-makers 

shop in the East Endand as far as I know it was there all through the blitz, 

certainly the shop had survived. We often visited this shop which was  
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Some thoughts on remembering 

 

Remember me as the poppies fall 

On the shoulders, heads, and at the feet 

Of young and old,  

All gathered for the Festival. 

 

Remember me in the music played, 

In the clapping of the audience,  

Keeping time 

And uniforms so proudly worn. 

 

Remember me in the stories told, 

Most from the distant past, but others new, 

Each one rehearsing memories stored or 

In the making. 

 

Remember me - 

And if a tear should chance to flow 

Then let it flow for the world in pain, 

And dedicate yourself to peace. 

 

For you are my memorial, 

And your life, if lived for others, 

Is my legacy. 

 

Sam Doubtfire 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

WILD FLOWERS IN WHITTINGTON 

 

The William Walsham How’s booklet of: ‘Wild Flowers in Whittington’ are 

still available for purchase in Whittington church, The Herbarium, Oswestry 

and from the following contact numbers: - 01691 650711 and 01691 681036 

Barbara Molesworth 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

And if love should die.... While we were working at a men’s clothing store, 

a customer asked my colleague to help her pick out a tie that would make her 

husband’s blue eyes stand out. “Ma’am,” he explained, “any tie will make 

blue eyes stand out if you tie it tight enough.” 
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Those amazing Children of Israel 
 

In Sunday School one morning young Joseph raised his hand and proceeded 

to ask a question that had perplexed him for some time. ‘There’s something I  

can’t figure out. 
 

According to the Bible, the Children of Israel crossed the Red Sea, right?’  

‘Right,’ said his teacher. 

 

‘And the Children of Israel beat up the Egyptians, right?’ ‘Er, right.’  

 

‘And the Children of Israel built the Temple, right?’ ‘Again you're right.’  
 

‘And the Children of Israel fought the Philistines and then the Moabites and 

lots of other tribes, and the Children of Israel were always doing something 

important, right?’ ‘All that is right, too,’ agreed the teacher. ‘So, what’s your  

question, Joseph?’ 

 

‘Well what were all the grown-ups doing all that time?’ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 DESERT ISLAND DISCS - 11 

 

My brother and I were brought up in East Ham (now 

Newham) London just outside the East End proper. 

Like many people in the area music did not play a  

significant part in our lives, although I now know we were only a few streets 

away from where Vera Lynn was born. We lived on the A13 Southend Road, 

at the time (the late 1940s), a single carriage way with gas lights. The Albert 

Dock was a few miles away and the ships were a magical sight when lit up at 

night. I have a couple of good memories from that time. We had an allotment 

across the road and in the summer the sky larks would be singing so I would 

like take a copy of The Lark Ascending by Ralph Vaughan Williams. My 

other memory is of the Woolwich Free Ferry, these were steam powered 

Victorian paddle boats and you could ride on them all day if you wished, as 

kids we took full advantage of this. 
 

The down side of living there was the state of the education system 

combined with my inability to pass exams. It all started with the dreaded 11+ 

which I failed and my father being convinced I would now have to become a 

dust- man. I will need some cheering up thinking about this time so a copy of  
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MACMILLAN FORTCOMING EVENT 

 

2 COURSE CARVERY 

(MAIN & DESSERT) 
 

 

 

 

 
 

& 
 

 

CONCERT – HALFWAY HOUSE 

MALE VOICE CHOIR 
 

 

SATURDAY 18
th

 NOVEMBER 

 

5:30 FOR 6:00pm 
 

in the 

 

LION QUAYS – CONSERVATORY 
 

Tickets: £20 
 

Available from: 

Diane Andrews 01691 657670 

Margery James 01691 650334 

 

 

 

 



Remembering Forgotten Heroes 

 

Today, 9.4% of British Army personnel are from ethnic  

minorities. You would never know from reading most  

history books that Britain’s troops in World War 1  

included volunteers from Nigeria, the Gold Coast, Sierra  

Leone and other African colonies. Many had paid their  

own way. They have been airbrushed out of the record. 

 

Throughout that war, sixty thousand Black South African and one hundred 

and twenty thousand other Africans served in uniformed Labour Units. A 

separate black unit was formed in 1915; The British West Indies Regiment.  

By the end of the war, over fifteen thousand had served in it, from Jamaica 

and all the Caribbean Colonies.  They were paid less than white soldiers and 

weren’t allowed to fight.  They dug trenches, carried and loaded 

ammunition, laid telephone wires and were stretcher-bearers, often under 

fire.  By the end of the war, one hundred and eighty five had been killed; 

seven hundred wounded and over one thousand had died of illness.  

 

Many African and West Indian survivors who had fought for their ‘Mother 

Country’ decided to make Britain their home.  In Cardiff, Liverpool and 

other cities, they were competing for work and housing and were resented.  

So-called ‘race riots’ ensued.  In 1919, two thousand white people attacked 

shops and houses associated with black people in Cardiff’s Tiger Bay.  In the 

same year many black Liverpudlians were sacked from jobs at local oil mills 

and sugar refineries because whites refused to work alongside them. Charles 

Wotten, a black ex-soldier was chased into a dock and drowned.  The  

incident was covered up. 

 

After the riots, no black troops were allowed to take part in London’s 

Victory Celebrations. Today it would be unthinkable if they were excluded 

from their rightful place at the Festival of Remembrance on 11
th
 November, 

or London’s Cenotaph Service and Parade the next day.  

Ven. John Barton 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Sign warning of quicksand:  

 

Quicksand: Any person passing this point will be drowned. 

By order of the District Council 
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Native to North America, pumpkins have been a significant autumn crop for 

over five thousand years. As one of the most popular crops in the US, 

680,000,000 kilograms (1.5 billion pounds) of pumpkins are produced every 

year. Go for a pumpkin that feel heavy for its size for carving, with a 

smooth, firm skin; smaller pumpkins tend to have more flesh. Inside the hard 

orange or yellow skin, the bright orange flesh is sweet and honeyed. They 

are a good source of fibre, as well as a range of vitamins and minerals. 

 

SPICED PUMPKIN SOUP 

Serves 4 

  2 tbsp olive oil 

1 onion, chopped 

1 garlic clove, chopped 

1 tbsp fresh root ginger, chopped 

1 small red chilli, deseeded and finely chopped 

2 tbsp fresh coriander, chopped 

1 bay leaf 

1 kg (2 lb 4 oz) pumpkin, peeled, deseeded and diced 

  600 ml (1 pint) vegetable stock 

Salt and pepper 

  Single cream, to garnish 

 

Heat the oil in a saucepan over a medium heat. Add the onion and garlic and 

cook, stirring, for about 4 minutes, until slightly softened. 

Add the ginger, chilli, coriander, bay leaf and pumpkin and cook for another 

3 minutes. 

Pour in the stock and bring to the boil. Using a slotted spoon, skim any scum 

from the surface. 

Reduce the heat and simmer gently, stirring occasionally, for about 25 

minutes, or until the pumpkin is tender. 

Remove from the heat and take out the bay leaf; leave to cool a little. 

Transfer the soup to a food processor or blender and process until smooth 

(you may have to do this in batches). 

Return the mixture to the rinsed-out pan and season to taste with salt and 

pepper. Reheat gently whilst stirring.  

Pour into soup bowls; garnish with a swirl of cream and serve. 
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
 

 



 

 

 

 

ACROSS: 

1  He was replaced as king of Judah by his uncle Mattaniah (2 Kings 24:17)(10)             

7  ‘Let us fix our eyes on Jesus... who for the joy set before him — the cross’ 

8  Relieved (5)       (Hebrews 12:2) (7) 

10 Impetuous (Acts 19:36) (4)  

11 Surprised and alarmed (Luke 24:37) (8)  

13 ‘It is — for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for the rich to     

      enter the kingdom of God’ (Mark 10:25) (6)  

15 Directions for the conduct of a church service (6)  

17 One of the acts of the sinful nature (Galatians 5:19) (8) 

18 and 20 Down ‘She began to wet his — with her tears. Then she wiped  

     them with her — ’ (Luke 7:38) (4,4) 

21 ‘We will all be changed, in a flash, in the twinkling of an — , — the last  

      trumpet’ (1 Corinthians 15:51–52) (3,2) 

22 ‘But he replied, “Lord, I am — — go with you to prison and to death”  

       (Luke 22:33) (5,2) 

23 Third person of the Trinity (2 Corinthians 13:14) (4,6) 

 

DOWN: 

1  He betrayed Jesus (Matthew 27:3) (5)  

2  Paul’s assurance to the Philippian jailer: ‘Don’t — yourself! We are all  

     here!’ (Acts 16:28) (4)  

3  ‘Fear God and keep his commandments, for this — the whole — of man’  

        (Ecclesiastes 12:13) (2,4)  

4 The sort of giver God loves (2 Corinthians 9:7) (8)  

5  Sun rail (anag.) (7)  

6  Naboth, the ill-fated vineyard owner, was one (1 Kings 21:1) (10)  

9  Paul said of young widows, ‘When their sensual desires overcome their —  

    to Christ, they want to marry’ (1 Timothy 5:11) (10)  

12 This was how Joseph of Arimathea practised his discipleship ‘because he  

      feared the Jews’ (John 19:38) (8)  

14 Mop ruse (anag.) (7)  

16 Foment (Philippians 1:17) (4,2)  

19 Where Joseph and Mary escaped to with the baby Jesus (Matthew 2:14)                                                                                                               

20 See 18 Across                                                                                        (5) 
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Car Stickers - all popular with women 

 

1. Princess, having had sufficient experience with princes, seeks frog. 

2. Coffee, chocolate, men. Some things are just better rich. 

3. Don’t treat me any differently than you would the Queen. 

4. If you want breakfast in bed, sleep in the kitchen. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Morning - There are only two kinds of people in the world. There are those 

who wake up in the morning and say, ‘Good morning, Lord,’ and there are 

those who wake up in the morning and say, ‘Good Lord, its morning.’ 
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