
  
 

 
 

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:   

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre 

Secretary:   Mrs Joyce Howard                                                       Tel:656389 
 

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:  

Chairman: Jonjo Evans       Tel:671300 

Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis            Tel:662500 
 

BELL RINGING:  

Details from Brian Rothera            Tel:657778 

                                                                                 
BROWNIES,  GUIDES:   

6:00-7:15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre  

Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere              Tel:624390                                                                        
 

BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:  

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen) 

2 Heather Bank, Gobowen          Tel:658016 

e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com 
 

WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:  

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions 

Leaders:  Dawn and Mandy                                                      Tel:670127 

Meet in the Community Centre 9:00am – 3:00pm 

 

SENIOR CITIZENS: 

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning  

All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall 

Secretary:  Mrs Gillian Roberts, 4 Western Avenue   Tel:662236  
 

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE: 

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White 

Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm. This will now be the 

only stop in the village. 
 

 

 CHURCH WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk 
 

SCHOOL WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonschool.co.uk  
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SUNDAY SERVICES:  

  8:00am    Holy Communion on 2
nd

, 4
th
 and 5

th
 Sundays 

                          10:30am  Holy Communion weekly    
 

6:30pm    Holy Communion according to the Book of  

       Common Prayer on 1
st
 Sunday 

  6:30pm    Evensong on the 3
rd

 Sunday 
 

  4:00pm    Messy Church (Meets monthly as advertised)  

            (No Service in July or August) 
 

WEEKDAYS: 9:30am     Holy Communion - Thursday  

                           5:30pm    Choir Practice       - Alternate Thursdays     

 
RECTOR:    Reverend Sarah Burton             Tel:238658 

Assoc. Minister: Reverend Richard Burton email:wwfchurch@gmail.com 

The Rectory, Castle Street, Whittington SY11 4DF  
 

Curate:     Reverend Jassica Castillo-Burley  Tel:611749 
 

CHURCHWARDENS:   
Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington Tel:670940 
 

Mrs G Roberts, 4 Western Avenue, Whittington, SY11 4BP Tel:662236 

e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com    
 

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington     Tel:656389 

Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington               Tel:659562                                                                     

 
ORGANIST:   Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall   Tel:662116 
 

MAGAZINE:        

Editor:               Miss A Ward, Manor Garden, 5 Boot Street,  Tel:672838 

  Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com 
 

Distribution:      Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road        Tel:659385 
 

WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL:   

Headteacher: Mr Carl Rogers      Tel:662269 

e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk                         1 

PARISH SERVICES WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS 

tel:657778
http://www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk/
tel:238658
tel:670940
tel:656389
tel:659562


 

 

 

 

November 2018 

 

Remembering 
 

Sunday 11th November marks one  
hundred years exactly since the end of  
the First World War. We come to church  
on that Sunday with a sense of  
thankfulness for the end of hostilities but  
remain conscious of the suffering four years of war had caused. 
Estimates for the number of those killed as a result of the war 
stand at 16 million. And then there were the wounded. More 
than 21 million. Some recovered. Others were never the same 
again, either in body or mind. 
 
For me, the horrors of war echo down the decades most vividly 
in Wilfred Owen’s poems. The war had a dramatic effect on 
Owen’s faith. We see this time and again in his poems: 
 
    “No mockeries now for them; no prayers nor bells: 
       Nor any voice of mourning save the choirs, -  
    The shrill demented choirs of wailing shells; 
     And bugles calling them from sad shires.” 
 
 

For others, the consequences of war are much closer than my 
experience; many know of family or friends lost in war. It is 
these memories, many of them still very painful, that make 
Remembrance Day very poignant. 
 
In Whittington this year there will be a special service for 
Remembrance Day. The fall of poppies, knitted by village  
people and first seen on display at the Castle in August, will be 
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CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY: 

Mr Andy Cawthray - email: WhitCBC@gmail.com               Tel:657178 
  07581 710523              

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: 

Richard Beaman      Tel:659166 
 
CRICKET SECRETARY: 

Trina Lewis – email: lewisbtkr@aol.com     Tel:774406 
07968 844341 

BOWLING SECRETARY: 

Eileen Sinker       Tel:770212 
 

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY: 

Mrs Kath Griffiths        Tel:662116   
                                                                                
SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON 
AND WEST FELTON: 

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG             

e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk     

Tel:650488                                         
WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL: 

Amy Jones (Clerk to the Council)                Tel: 829571 

Held the fourth Tuesday in the month        

clerk@whittingtonpc.com 

http://www.whittingtonpc.com  
 

SHROPSHIRE YOUTH SERVICE: 

Rural Mobile visits the village on Tuesday 6:15pm – 8:00pm 

bus parks opposite the “Premier” Shop, Whittington. 

Open to young people between the ages of 13 – 20 yrs. 

Contact: Wendy Stockton, Shropshire Council Youth Worker.     Tel:654175     
 

BAPTISM SECRETARY: 

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington  Tel:681036  

e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk 
 

WEDDING: Please contact the Rector 

             Tel:238658 
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Lalibella was exiled to Jerusalem, or fled from his brother, and there are 

many Holy Land named places in Ethiopia). We escaped the flood, but were 

extremely wet, and eventually took refuge in a local pub after getting off the 

mules and waiting for the taxi. 

 

Then it was on to Axum, (Aksum), which dates back to around 5,000 years 

B.C; a sprawling, dusty and rural - yet, if legend is to be believed, the 

birthplace of the Queen of Sheba, who visited Solomon and came home 

pregnant with his child, Menelek. He, on visiting his father some years later, 

came home with the Ark of the Covenant. This is now housed in the Tsion 

Maryam Church having been “stolen” by a ruler of Axum from a church on 

an island in Lake Tana (more of that later). This church is closed to all 

women, as are many Ethiopian monastery churches, and only the one living 

custodian is allowed to enter the inner sanctuary where the ark is kept; there 

are no postcards of it!! Axum, the first Christian place in Ethiopia, is the 

holiest city of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. There are many lovely 

churches and palaces, often in ruins, around Axum, including the Queen of 

Sheba’s palace and her bath.  The latter is a massive reservoir cut down into 

solid rock, with steps down into it. It is sixty seven metres in diameter and 

five metres deep; and is still used for water, washing and bathing. We were 

there for a great Easter festival when ranks of white clad pilgrims came to 

immerse themselves, with great drum banging and much loud singing. 

Incidentally they wail all night on Good Friday before the Easter 

celebrations.  

Marion Lycett 

 

 

 

With the advent of Winter, the  

rector’s thoughts turned to the  

urgent study of arcane and  

esoteric texts 
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in church, as will all the poppies painted by the school children. 
The service will not include Holy Communion but there will be 
special readings, poems and songs set around the two minutes 
silence. The service begins at 10:30am. 
 
 

Richard 
 

    Whittington Rectory    
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Time for Thanksgiving  
                     and Prayer 

 
At some point close to All 
Saints the church traditionally  

remembers all those whose funeral have fallen in recent years. 
This year our Thanksgiving Service will be on Sunday 4th 
November at 4:00pm. We have written to all the families we 
have supported through a funeral service in the last two years 
and their names will be remembered in prayer during the 
service. If you would like us to remember another person in the 
service do have a word with Sarah, Richard or Jassica.   
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DIARY 

1 ALL SAINTS’ DAY 
 

9:30am  Holy Communion 
 

2 ALL SOULS’ DAY 
 

 7:30pm  Fun Quiz in the Community Centre; further details  

   page 9 

 

3 8:30am  The November Prayer Breakfast to support the  

   Schools Christian Project Worker will be at Oswestry 

Methodist Church; if you would like to attend  

   please call Lynn Carroll on 659385 by Wednesday  

   31
st
 October 

 

4 FOURTH SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT 
 

 10:30am Parish Communion 

 4:00pm  Service of Memorial and Thanksgiving; further  

   details page 3 

 

6           10:00am Whittington Senior Citizens visit Broughton 

Shopping Centre and the Grosvenor Garden Centre; 

further details on page 10 
 

2:00-3:00pm Praise and Play in church 

 

7 7:30pm  Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens’ Hall; £1.50  

   including refreshments 

 

8 9:30am  Holy Communion 
 

7:00pm  Whittington WI meets in the Community Centre for  

  their AGM and a Quiz.   

4    

this. The churches are cut into the rock, not just into the side of hills, but 

down into the solid rock ground and they were cut out at least eight hundred  

years ago. You dig a square  

trench ten metres deep into  

solid rock, and then carve a  

church, into the solid square  

of rock inside the trench!!   

Local legend says that  

earthly people dug all day  

and at night a celestial work- 

force took over, or it could  

never have been done. This  

seems reasonable as King  

Lalibela was taken to heaven 

and instructed by God to build these churches. They are ornately carved, 

with steps down to the doors, and tombs carved into the rock on the way 

down.  Inside the town many churches are connected by tunnels, and the 

outlying hillside churches are only accessible by mule, an adventure in itself. 

(The mules seemed to understand my Black Country dialect). The town is, 

by contrast, undeveloped and many still live in straw and timber shacks, but 

they are very friendly and welcoming; many speak English and they all thirst 

for education, although they seem to be trained in extracting money from 

tourists at an early age.  

 
We took a full day mule trek up into the hills, to the mountain top monastery 

of Yemrehanna Krestos. This church is built in an enormous cave and its 

walls are layers of wood and whitewashed marble, the guide book describes  

it as a layered chocolate and cream sponge. Coming back the heavens 

opened and the guide was worried we would be stranded on the wrong side 

of the River Jordan, (not that one, just a namesake; the twelfth century King 
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Ethiopia - A Journey to Remember 

 

I went to Ethiopia in 2005 and seemingly it has been much modernised 

since. A recent article in “The Ripple” included some of this country’s 

history and religion, so I thought I would add a short travelogue.  It is 

different!!  It is five times the size of the UK; never adopted the Gregorian 

calendar, so they are seven years eight months behind us; it has twelve 

months of thirty days and one of five, or six, days in leap year. Addis Ababa, 

the capital, is the fourth highest in the world, the first three are in South 

America, and sits seven thousand, seven hundred and forty six feet above sea 

level, plus the country has seventy languages. 

 

Addis is a relatively modern city, most buildings date from the early part of 

the twentieth century meaning it does not have ancient buildings; but it has 

some fine churches including the Holy Trinity Cathedral, largely decorated 

with immense murals in modern and medieval Ethiopian style. The most 

interesting part of the building is the outside because it is the burial place of 

their national heroes, including the soldiers who died fighting Mussolini’s 

troops, and includes some British officers. To me, and probably to most 

British visitors, the most impressive tomb is of Sylvia Pankhurst, who fought 

for Ethiopian rights in the 1930’s with her Italian anti-fascist journalist 

partner.  She met Emperor, Haile Selassie during his years of exile in Britain 

and moved to Addis, and lived and died there, after the war. She is the only 

woman buried with the national heroes. 

 

Addis has a spectacular market covering an enormous space and selling 

everything you can imagine.  It also has incredible rain storms which wash 

all before them - but not often. The museum houses a variety of Arabian, 

African and Egyptian influenced items and a couple of Ethiopian lions - 

alive - after all Haile was the Lion of Judah.  This country is one of the 

oldest Christian counties in the world, but most of the relics are outside of 

the capital. It is the land of Prester John, reported to be a twelfth century 

Christian king, a wealthy and powerful “priest and king”; reputedly a lineal 

descendant of the Magi, who had visited the Christ Child. (You can research 

that for yourselves). 

 

On to Lalibela, and you can be sure you will not see anything better than  
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11 THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT 

 REMEMBERANCE SUNDAY 
 

 8:00am  Holy Communion 

 10:30am Service of Commemoration with two minutes  

   silence and the laying of wreaths 
 

              (Bring your Operation Christmas Child boxes please) 
 

12 LAST DAY for magazine material for the December edition of the 

    “Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, Manor Garden,  

   5 Boot Street, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com 
 

13 2:00-3:00pm Praise and Play in church 
 

15 9:30am  Holy Communion 
 

18 SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT 
 

 10:30am Parish Communion 

 6:30pm  Evensong 
 

20 2:00-3:00pm Praise and Play in church 
 

22 9:30am  Holy Communion 

 10:00am-12:00noon Coffee Morning in church; details page 16 
 

25 SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE ADVENT  

CHRIST THE KING 
 

 8:00am   Holy Communion 

 10:30am Parish Communion 

 4:00pm  Messy Church 
 

27 12:00noon  Whittington Senior Citizens’ Monthly Lunch at the  

   White Lion; details on pages 12-13 
 

2:00-3:00pm Praise and Play in church 
 

30 10:00am – 12:00 noon Whittington Senior Citizens’ “Mince Pie and  

   Coffee  Morning” in the Senior Citizens’ Hall;  

   further details page 10                                              5 

TRAVELLER’S TALES 

mailto:eaw4@btinternet.com


Extracts from the Parish Registers 

for the month of September 2018   

 

HOLY BAPTISM 
 

“We welcome you into the Lord’s Family” 
 

2
nd

 September 2018  Evie Gillian Smith 

   of Longueville Drive, Oswestry 
 

2
nd

 September 2018  Jack Edward Summers 

   of Malthouse Close 
 

16
th
 September 2018  Samuel Huw Boulton 

   of Middleton Road, Oswestry 
 

16
th
 September 2018  Ivy Harper Dean 

   of Bryn Eirlys, Criftins 
 

30
th
 September 2018 Oscar Richard Hughes 

   of Belgrave Place, Maesbury   

 

Communicants for the month……...…280 

  Attendance for the month……….........331 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

THANK YOU 

 

On behalf of all the members of the Orthopaedic Male Voice Choir I would 

like to say thank you to all those who supported our concert in Whittington 

Parish Church on Wednesday 3
rd

 October. 

 

To Whittington WI who supplied our guests, the Australian Male Voice 

Choir, their soloist  Ayşe Göknur Shanal, along with ourselves, the two 

Musical Directors and Accompanists, with the most splendid afternoon tea; 

and to all those who came, listened and demonstrated such enthusiasm. 

 

Thanks to you all we have been able to present both the Orthopaedic League 

of Friends and Hope House with more that £1,000 each. 

Andy Young, Chair of Orthopaedic Male Voice Choir 
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B).To consider any planning applications received –  

I. Reference: 18/03787/FUL (validated: 15/08/2018) Bryn-Y-Plentyn Farm, 

Bryn-Y-Plentyn, Middleton, Proposal:  Erection of an 11KV electricity 

substation and all associated works 

II. Reference: 18/03954/VAR (validated: 24/08/2018) Proposed Residential 

Development West Of Artillery Road, Park Hall. Proposal: Variation of 

Condition No.5 (site investigation report) and Condition No.6 (surface and 

foul water drainage systems) attached to permission 13/01643/OUT dated 

27/08/2014  

III. Reference: 18/04294/TCA (validated: 14/09/2018) On Land Adjacent 

37 Fitzgwarine Drive, Whittington. Proposal:  Remove 1no Tree (See Plan) 

within Whittington Conservation Area  

C). Neighbourhood Fund: Annual Monitoring Form – To complete  

D). Planning Committee – Consider establishing a Planning Committee, 

Elect Members and Agree Terms of Reference. A planning committee will 

now be formed, to look at future issues. 

 
Finance and Executive Committee: The monies held by the Parish Council 

was discussed. The accounts were discussed, and the total amount was 

agreed as correct. The Auditors Report was recommended   

 

The Christmas 2018 Carol Service at YE OLDE BOOTE INN: This will 

be held on Wednesday12
th
 December. Please arrive for 5:30pm; Carols to 

start at 6:00pm. 

 

 Date and time of the next meeting: The next Parish Council Meeting will 

be at 7:30pm on Tuesday 23
rd

 October 2018 in the Senior Citizens’ Hall.  

 

Paul Thompson-Lawrence 

(This article is a brief outline of the main discussion points for the 

Whittington Parish Council meeting and does not represent a formal record. 

For an official copy of the minutes please contact the Parish Clerk or look on 

the Parish Website - http://www.whittingtonpc.com  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Ninety years ago, on 18
th
 Nov 1928 Walt Disney 

released ‘Steamboat Willie’, the first Disney 

cartoon with fully synchronised sound, which 

saw the debut of Mickey Mouse and Minnie 

Mouse. 
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discussed at length. The police were looking at this in particular, but road 

safety schemes are currently on hold and Parish Councils are asked not to 

submit any new schemes between 2018/19 and 2019/20. The police are also 

patrolling the streets around the village and engaging with the public. 

 

Youth Activities for the Village: A lady from TNS was invited to attend the 

meeting to inform the Council of what activities are provided for young 

people by the Company. The discussion was very informative and the Parish 

Council will be looking to see what would be best for the village.   

 

Defibrillator: The defibrillator had been stolen from the cabinet outside the 

Senior Citizens’ Hall. It was vandalised and some damage done; the pads 

and other items were missing and later discovered in the grounds of the 

Castle. The Chair informed the councillors that the missing items would be 

replaced and the security for this very expensive, device would be increased.   

 

Footway Lighting: The lighting upgrade at Park Hall is still not finished and 

complaints have been received regarding the delay in connecting the new 

lights; one of the old lights has been fixed to provide lighting in the interim. 

 

Whittington Cemetery: The grass cutting is now being managed by a 

different contractor; it was commented that the grass had never been as bad 

as it was recently but the work is now being carried out correctly.  

 

Garden of Remembrance: The area is looking well. 

 

Whittington Together: Councillor Johnson was looking at the future events 

planned; there are lots of people supporting the cause and a £2,060.00 

Lottery Grant is hopefully expected.   

 

Planning: A). Decisions –  

I. Reference: 18/03437/VAR (validated: 25/07/2018) Carpenters Shed, 

Halston Hall, Whittington. Proposal: Variation of condition no2 (approved 

plans) attached to planning permission 17/03363/FUL Decision:  Grant 

Permission  

II. Reference 18/03438/LBC (validated: 25/07/2018) Carpenters Shed, 

Halston Hall, Whittington. Proposal: Revised internal kitchen layout and 

alterations to the fenestration on the western elevation (amendment to 

previously approved 17/03364/LBC) Decision:  Grant Permission  
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THANK YOU 
 

A very enjoyable time was had on Sunday 7
th
 October when church members 

and friends enjoyed a wonderful Harvest Lunch held in the Senior Citizens’ 

Hall. There were lovely salads to accompany the tender beef and ham 

supplied this year by Jamie Ward. This was followed by a dazzling display 

of umpteen sweets, both hot and cold and there was then a good selection of 

cheese and biscuits before coffee/tea and mints to round off a lovely meal. 

Thanks to the generosity of those who brought raffle prizes and contributed 

to the meal £582.70 was raised for the church’s Restoration Appeal. 

Mike Phipps 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The story behind the Hymn – ‘I vow to thee my country’ 

 

I vow to thee, my country, all earthly things above  

entire and whole and perfect, the service of my love;  

the love that asks no question, the love that stands the test,  

that lays upon the altar the dearest and the best;  

the love that never falters, the love that pays the price,  

the love that makes undaunted the final sacrifice. 

 

And there’s another country, I've heard of long ago  

most dear to them that love her, most great to them that know;  

we may not count her armies, we may not see her King;  

her fortress is a faithful heart, her pride is suffering;                          

and soul by soul and silently her shining bounds increase,  

and her ways are ways of gentleness, and all her paths are peace. 

 

By Sir Cecil Spring-Rice (1859 – 1918) 

 

This well-loved poem/hymn was written nearly 100 years ago, by the then 

serving British Ambassador to the United States of America, Sir Cecil 

Spring-Rice. Sir Cecil had served his government abroad for many years, 

and was preparing to leave Washington on 12
th
 January 1918. The words of 

his hymn reflect on being a citizen of two countries; his own native land and  

also the heavenly kingdom. (Phil 3:20) 

 

Some six or seven years earlier, when Ambassador to Sweden, Sir Cecil had 

first composed a poem entitled Urbs Dei (city of God), in two stanzas. It had 
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expressed a belligerent type of patriotism, glorifying and glamorising war, as 

well as a vision of that ‘other country’, a vision of gentleness and peace. 

 

But then The Great War had come, and by 1918 Sir Cecil had come to see 

that the only patriotism worth celebrating was the spirit of self-sacrificing 

love, as expressed in the cross of Christ. In a speech in Ottawa, shortly 

before he left North America, he said that the Cross was a sign of patience 

under suffering, but not patience under wrong. The Cross is the banner under 

which we fight. We are all subjects of the Prince of Peace, who fought the 

greatest fight ever fought upon this earth, who won the greatest victory, and  

won it by his blood. The poem/hymn was the last thing Sir Cecil ever wrote, 

as he died suddenly, on 14
th
 February 1918. The tune to the hymn is Thaxted, 

an adaptation of Gustav Holst (1874 – 1934) from the movement ‘Jupiter’ in 

his orchestral suite ‘The Planets’, written at Thaxted, Essex, in 1917. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 

 

I would like to thank everyone for supporting the Coffee Morning on the 28
th
 

September which made the magnificent sum of £660 for Macmillan Cancer 

Support. Many thanks go to everyone who helped on the morning by 

manning stalls, making coffee, putting the tables up and clearing away 

afterwards; and thank you to the Senior Citizens’ Club for the use of the 

room once again. Hopefully we can do it all again next September, when we 

will mark our 20
th
 year of holding a Coffee Morning in aid of this special 

charity whose proceeds go to helping patients with cancer and their families. 

Rita Moir 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Perils of Zombie Walking – Everyone knows it is dangerous to drive 

and text but many of us walk and text. Two thirds of drivers, surveyed by the 

AA, said they had seen pedestrians so glued to their smart-phones that they 

had stepped out into the road without looking. Government transport 

advisers are now thinking of placing road signs on the ground to guide so-

called ‘zombie pedestrians’ who are glued to their phones – and oblivious of 

traffic around them. In Augsburg, Germany, traffic lights have been installed 

in the pavement after texting pedestrians walked out in front of trams.  In 

X’ian (China) authorities have painted lines on the pavements to create text 

walking lanes with painted white arrows; and in some Dutch cities they are 

installing LED light systems embedded in kerbs at junctions that flash red to 

stop ‘zombie pedestrians’ crossing the road in front of running traffic. 
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There were ten Parish Councillors, the Clerk, PC Roberts and two members 

of the public at the meeting. 

 

Your Local Police Officer and Community Support Officers Contact 

Numbers: Local Police Officer: - PC 3718 Kate Le’Clere – 07870219518 

Police Community Support Officers: - PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes – O78702 

19190; and PCSO 40279 Pete Roberts – O7870219019 

 

About your Team: Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and 

partners to identify, tackle and solve issues that matter to the community 

where you live. Making neighbourhoods safer by cutting day to day crime 

and anti-social behaviour is at the heart of keeping people in West Mercia  

safe.  Thanks to an investment in mobile tablet style computers, these will 

enable officers to spend more time on patrol on the street and in 

neighbourhoods. Officers will continue to come to people when they need 

them and provide a high quality service however you contact us - in person 

(on the street, at community bases and at partners and communities together 

[PACT] meetings), on the phone or online.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the event of a Police emergency call 999 for urgent attention; or ring 101  

for non-emergency calls. The Police mobile numbers above will only be  

answered if the Officer is on duty. If your call is not answered please leave 

your name, number and a brief message. The Officer will respond at their 

earliest convenience when they are next on duty.   

 

PC Roberts presented the crime figures that were available for August; thirty 

six incidents had been reported but only six actual crimes committed. 

Assaults (1); Residential Burglary (2); Other (1); Concern for Safety (1) and  

Other Unlisted (1). Traffic speed monitoring through the village was 

29 

Whittington Parish Council News, 

Meeting held on 19
th

 September 2018  

Get in touch - 101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime   

 oswestryrn.snt @westmercia.pnn.police.uk  

 www.westmercia.police.uk  

  / @Oscops - Only call 999 in an emergency, when a crime is in  

progress or life is in danger. 

 



1980s) and was amazed at the fact that men could now walk on the moon. 

What would she make of the speed of today’s technology, with emails, apps 

and twitter? An alien world. 

 

Then there was Mr. Robinson, an excellent amateur artist and even better 

moaner about the state of the world especially the local council and the 

government. He lived in a council house in Sale Moor – but dismiss this 

cranky old man at your peril. He was in France in 1940 and amongst those 

on their way to Dunkirk and evacuation when he was cut off behind enemy 

lines. He spent the next three months travelling through France and into 

Spain before returning to England, and inevitably being sent off again to 

fight. 

 

Another artist was Mr. Bailey, who gave me one of his lovely pictures, 

which I still cherish, when I left. He too was a war veteran, but served in the 

merchant navy on the convoys, risking life and limb in those waters made 

hostile by both man and nature. After the war he had continued his naval 

career, spending most of his time around the coast of Africa. I often 

wondered how, therefore, he had ended up in a tiny flat in Brooklands, Sale? 

I could go on. It isn’t merely the wonderful crumbling old tomes, sparkling 

new fiction and valuable archives which are alluring to me, but the 

fascinating people who enter the library portals. Dull and boring? Librarians 

maybe……. but libraries and those who use them, never! 

Margery Mellor 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

As we remember1918 – It wasn’t the “War to End All Wars” 

 

Seventy Five years ago, from 

28
th
 Nov – 1

st
 Dec 1943 that 

WW2’s Tehran Conference 

took place. US President 

Franklin D Roosevelt, British 

Prime Minister Winston 

Churchill and Soviet Leader 

Joseph Stalin met to discuss 

plans for a second front 

against Nazi Germany.  This 

led to the D-Day assault on  

Normandy and the Allied invasion of occupied Europe, starting in June 1944. 
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FUN QUIZ 
 

FRIDAY 2
nd

 NOVEMBER 

 

7:30pm 

 

WHITTINGTON COMMUNITY  

CENTRE 
 

TEAMS of FOUR - £12 

To include refreshments 

 

 LICENSED BAR AVAILABLE 
 

RING 662417 or 662116 

TO ENTER 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

What bishops do 

 

We were celebrating the 100
th
 Anniversary of our church, and several former 

pastors and the bishop were in attendance.  At one point, our minister had the 

children gather at the altar for a talk about the importance  

of the day.  He began by asking, ‘Does anyone know  

what the bishop does?’ 

 

There was silence.  Finally, one little boy ventured: ‘He’s  

the one you can move diagonally.’ 
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People are like tea bags – you have to put them in hot water 

before you know how strong they are. 

 



 

 

 

 

Many thanks for all the lovely cards,  

flowers and gifts Brian and I have  

received for our Golden Wedding  

Anniversary and for the move to our bungalow in  

Western Avenue.  We have been able to keep our previous telephone number 

- 662236. 

 

On October 2
nd

 the Senior Citizens’ Club held their Harvest 

Lunch. We began with a short service of thanksgiving with 

prayers, a hymn led by Rev Richard and a reading by Rev 

Jassica. This was then followed by a very enjoyable meal. 

 

On Tuesday, November 6
th
 we are arranging a trip to Broughton Shopping 

Centre and then onto the Grosvenor Garden Centre.  We anticipate that 

Christmas decorations will be on show and Christmas presents may be 

bought.  Please let Val or myself know as soon as possible if you would like 

to come on this outing as we have to confirm the booking of the coach. The 

cost of the trip will be circa £12 which will cover a tip for the driver; pickups 

will begin at Rosehill at 10:00am. 

 

The lunch at the White Lion this month will be on Tuesday 27
th
 November; 

please contact Val Hayward on 01691 662434 if you would like to join us. If 

you are a regular at the lunches, please let Val know if you are unable to 

attend for any reason. The cost of the two course roast lunch is currently 

£7.50, and includes tea or coffee.  Recently we have had one or two people 

booking a lunch and then forgetting to let us know they were unable to 

attend; this resulted in the club having to pay for the meals. Please note that 

we try to be seated to be served at 12:00 noon as some people depend on 

buses for transport. 

 

On November 30
th
 we will hold a Mince Pie and Coffee Morning in the hall; 

people are welcome to have a table from which to sell items.  On the subject 

of coffee mornings, we hold a weekly coffee morning every Thursday 

morning, when between 6 and 12 people (or more) meet for a chat and a 

drink with biscuits.  Everyone is welcome, please come along and meet us. 
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I didn’t set out to be a librarian, I intended to be a teacher. So I went to 

university where I took a degree in English language and Medieval literature, 

including courses in Anglo-Saxon, Icelandic and Old Norse (did I hear 

someone whisper ‘I was right, a nerd’?). This involved me in working with 

old manuscripts and first editions and thus visiting quirky libraries with their 

smells and rarefied atmosphere, making me imagine which and how many 

ancient hands had thumbed through and handled the documents I was 

researching. I was hooked, and took a postgraduate course in librarianship, 

ready to pursue a career in some specialist ivory-towered archive. Then I re-

met the man of my dreams (we had known each other in primary school and, 

still students, we were working on the Christmas post) and whoosh, I was 

hitched to his caravan. Thus, from Children’s Librarian in Chester and Sale, 

university libraries in Bristol and Kent and school libraries in Sandwich and 

Stockport, I have sampled quite a variety as my wagon bumped along behind 

his. But the one I enjoyed the most was as Mobile Librarian based in Sale. 

As I was in charge I didn’t have the opportunity to go out regularly around 

the leafy suburbs of Trafford and the winding lanes of Partington and 

Dunham, but I loved it when I did. It was because of the fascinating people I 

met (not to mention the three drivers – the wide-boy John, the wheeler-dealer 

Jim, and the kind and gentle Derek – meriting a page each of their own!). 

Those who used the mobile library were often too frail, old or too committed 

to family pressures to get into town – but the tales they told were manifold. 

Along with the lettuces, tomatoes, beans and strawberries – and their 

returned books- they brought their own life stories, and I would like to share 

just a couple with you here. 

 

First was the delightful, sweet 90 year- old Mrs. Wallace in Dunham who  

had spent her childhood in the idyllic Kent countryside and spoke with 

the wisdom of the  

years. She had witnessed, 

as a 12 year -old girl, 

Louis Blériot’s first 

crossing of the English 

Channel in 1909 as she 

stood on the cliffs 

above Dover. She had  

seen such a trans-

formation of travel over 

the years (this was the 
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WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS 

Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers 

 

 

 

 



NOVEMBER at Whittington Castle 
 

We just have the one event at the Castle in November. 

The last First World War Exhibition mounted by  

Sylvia Ray.   

 

In Remembrance 

First World War Exhibition 9 – 11
th

 November 2018 

 

The final exhibition in remembrance of local men who enlisted, takes place 

on 9
th
, 10

th
 and 11

th
 November from 10am – 4:00pm each day at the Castle.  

 

We look at the battles of 1918 that began with the battle of St Quentin on 21
st
 

March, followed by those of Baupaume, Rosieres and Arras in the same 

month.  More battles followed through the ensuing months; which brings us 

to the Battle of the Sombre-Oise Canal 1
st
 – 11

th
 November, in which 

Wilfred Edward Salter Owen lost his life on the fourth day. 

 

We pay tribute to the 14 brave local British Tommys who lost their lives in 

these battles and those untraceable soldiers who were believed to be among 

the lost and missing. 

 

In past years the Castle and its Tearoom have changed to Winter opening 

days but I am pleased to advise that we will now be open YEAR ROUND 

between Wednesday – Sunday from 10:00am – 4:00pm. 

 

Sue Ellis, Castle Manager – Telephone 01691 662500                                                                   

E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk                                                

                Website: ww.whittingtoncastle.co.uk  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

“IN ANOTHER LIFE” 

 

Not exactly Philip Larkin…… 
 

Most people think of librarians as bespectacled, timid, quiet and reclusive 

nerds …and then they meet me….. and they know they are right! But both 

librarians and libraries come in all shapes and sizes, and I have worked in a 

variety of the latter over the years as the caravan of my husband’s teaching 

career towed me along up and down the country.  
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We have been approached by a gentleman interested in holding Bingo  

sessions in the hall, and are wondering if there is any interest; could you 

please let Val, Marion or myself know if you would be interested in playing 

and we will see if we can make the necessary arrangements.  

 

Dates for your Diary:  

Wed 5
th

 Dec  Christmas Lunch at Oswestry Golf Club (hopefully no snow) 

Tues 11
th

 Dec  Christmas Tea 

 

Please contact Val, Marion, or myself if you wish to join the club; it is never 

too late to become a member.   

 

Committee Members: President: Val Hayward; Vice President: Veronica 

Hargraves; Secretary: Gill Roberts; Treasurer: Marion Lycett; Committee 

Members: Frances Savage, Sue Dyke, Glenys Shuker, Mary Tomkins 

Gill Roberts – 01691 662236 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Every One Remembered 
 

The Royal British Legion, in partnership with the  

Commonwealth War Graves Commission, is encouraging 

people to individually commemorate over one million  

Commonwealth Service men and women who were killed during the First 

World War. 
 

The losses were felt in almost every town and village in the UK and 

throughout, what was then, the British Empire. 
 

You can make your commemoration at www.everyoneremembered.org.  
 

Choose to commemorate someone you know – a relative or person on your 

local war memorial – or commemorate someone randomly selected for you. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

‘Ask Your Pharmacist’ Week 2018   5
th 

– 12
th

 November 

 

When did you last talk to your local pharmacist?   If it has been some time, 

now may be the month to pop in and share with them any health concerns 

that you have. ‘Ask Your Pharmacist’ week is an awareness week aimed at 

reminding communities of the wide range of services that pharmacists can 

offer.  This year the focus will be on ensuring patient safety. 
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http://www.everymanremembered.org/
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OCTOBER’S QUIZ ANSWERS 

 

1. Pike 

2. Scottish 

3. The Trotters 

4. “Friends” 

5. England 

6. Kendal 

7. Judi Dench 

8. France 

9. Frank Spencer 

10. Allo’ Allo’’ 

11. Nurse 

12. Number 42 

13. Faulty Towers 

14. “Girls on Top” 

15. 40
th
  

16. “Will and Grace” 

17. “Are You Being Served?” 

18. Jasper Carrott 

19. Doctors 

20. The Golden Girls 

21. Gloria 

22. “Just Good Friends” 

23. Richard 

24. “Porridge” 

25. Deborah 

26. TV newsroom 

27. “Black Adder” 

28. “May to December” 

29. “Hi-De-Hi” 

30. “Father Ted” 

31. Lawyer 

32. 2 Point 4 
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Three Hundred ago, on 3
rd

 Nov 1718 

John Montagu, the 4
th
 Earl of 

Sandwich, was born.  He may have 

been Postmaster General and First 

Lord of the Admiralty, but we 

remember him today as the inventor 

of the sandwich. It is said that in 

approximately 1762 he asked his 

chef for meat to be served between 

slices of bread, to avoid interrupting 

a gambling game. The story may 

have been rumour or adverse 

propaganda, put about by his rivals. 

It may very well have got the name 

sandwich simply because he 

happened to have the title, and soon 

people may have started ordering 

“the same as Sandwich”, and the 

name stuck. Captain James Cook 

also named the Sandwich Isles 

(Hawaii) after the 4
th
 Earl, who was 

his financial sponsor. 

 
Say that again? – 

 

A woman telephoned her bank and 

spoke to the accountant who looked 

after her holdings. ‘I want to make 

some changes,’ she said. 

 

The accountant needed more details. 

‘Are you interested in conversion or 

redemption?’ he asked. 

 

‘Good heavens,’ came the reply. ‘I 

must have got the wrong number.  I 

wanted the Bank of England, not the 

Church of England.’ 

 

 

Why do we press  

harder on a remote  

control when we  

know the batteries  

are going dead? 

 
 

 



 Diary of a Momentous Year: November 1918: 

When the Boys Come Home 

 

By Autumn 1918 it was obvious that the war was  

coming to an end, Germany was clearly beaten, but no  

one had actually won. The front line was more or less  

as it had been for years, but after Amiens the Germans  

knew that this was a conflict they could never win. High level discussions 

took place, while in Britain the public mood was surprisingly optimistic. 

‘There’s a silver lining’, the song said. ‘Keep the home fires burning till the 

boys come home’. When an ‘Armistice’ was announced, there was euphoria. 

No more killing, the guns silenced. Peace at last! 

 

‘Armistice’ was a new word for most people – not a peace treaty or 

settlement (that would follow at a conference in Paris the following January), 

but simply a laying down of arms, but for many that was enough for now. 

‘No more killing’, they declared. Most of the boys did come home, but tens 

of thousands didn’t. We have tended to judge the First World War by the 

numbers involved – and they are appalling, but each casualty was also 

someone’s personal loss, as I learnt in my first parish. 

 

It was a rural village near Oxford. Each month I took Communion to an 

elderly woman known to everyone as Kim. She was in her nineties and had 

been a teenager during the Great War. Her two brothers were serving on the 

Western Front. A few days before the Armistice the post office motor-cyclist 

delivered the telegram they had been dreading, one of the boys had been 

killed in action.  A week or so later, after the fighting had stopped, the same 

messenger returned, with the same message about her other brother. As she 

told me of it, seventy years after the event, her eyes filled with tears.  That 

was the true price of war, and when I share the silence on Remembrance Day 

it is her and those two young men I think of, not the million others from 

many nations who fell in that terrible conflict. 

 

My father enlisted to join in ‘the war to end all wars’. It didn’t, of course. 

Twenty-one years later it all started again. War doesn’t end wars. True peace 

does. 

Canon David Winter 
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                     On the perils of the PCC 

 

        The Rectory 

St. James the Least of All 

My dear Nephew Darren 

s for our 

I am truly furious. I know that God has given clergy 

church councils, so they can have a better under- 

standing of hell, but last night’s meeting really was too much. The traps are 

always sprung under “any other business”. Several hundred thousand pounds 

can be committed to repairing the tower without the slightest murmur, but if 

someone should suggest mending the tea urn under AOB, the meeting will 

close with blood on the carpets. 

 

So it was yesterday evening. We had negotiated the tricky subject of not 

mentioning the verger when it was recorded that the cupboard containing the 

Communion wine will be kept locked in future. We had ever-so-gently sat on 

Mr Onions when he questioned whether it was biblical to hold raffles at our 

social evenings. We even smiled with equanimity when Lady Faversham 

grumbled about the damp Communion wafers.  

 

But when our treasurer, after a long preamble about soaring house prices in 

the village, suggested that the 12 bedroomed Queen Anne Rectory be sold 

and I be housed in one of the “more convenient” potting sheds being built on 

the green, I did not expect near universal agreement from council members. 

 

That the new Rectory would have all the aesthetic charm of a suburban bus 

shelter seemed to be irrelevant; that I would have to learn to have all my 

meals in one dining room, rather than rotate round the present three seemed 

to be of no concern; that my dog would lose his own private suite passed 

them by entirely. This may be a case for calling in the Canine Protection 

Society. 

 

The thought that I would have to get used to a warm, dry house with 21
st 

century plumbing does not bear contemplation. It is only the cold, damp 

accommodation with Victorian water closets that keeps parishioners and 

visiting clergy at bay. 

 

It was a close struggle; here was an opportunity for council members to settle  
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Neither teenagers nor cats turn their heads when you call them by name. 

 

 



a few old scores. You could sense the gleam in Colonel Mitchell’s eyes as he 

recalled losing the hiding place for his whisky when we removed his box 

pew 30 years ago; he has been obliged to listen to the sermon ever since. 

And as for Miss Throckmore, who was allocated to decorate the porch rather 

than the great east window for last year’s Harvest, she leapt at the 

opportunity of condemning me to life in a cardboard box. You could also 

sense a certain satisfaction when parishioners realised they would then be 

able to keep an eye on my movements, since there would no longer be 

several acres of ground and privet hedges to maintain my privacy. 
 

Fortunately, I negotiated some time when I mentioned that possible legal 

obstacles must be cleared first. In the meantime, I shall be writing to apply 

for grants to build a substantial moat round my present Rectory – provided it 

has a working drawbridge. 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

4:00pm Sunday 25 November, Whittington Church 

 

  Christmas is Coming! 
  

Messy Church for Advent  
 

We begin with crafts and activities 
at 4:00pm 

 

At 4:30pm we gather for a short act of worship 
with songs and a story 

 

We end with sandwiches, cakes and drinks for all to share 
 

Everyone welcome 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Wake - Shortly after my father passed away, one of my daughter’s Jewish 

friends approached her with a question. ‘Kate,’ he said, ‘I’ve never attended 

a Catholic wake before. What is the significance of the daughter not wearing 

shoes?’ 
 

Kate replied softly, ‘My mum’s feet hurt.’ 
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NOVEMBER’S QUIZ 

 

1. Elvis Costello was born in which country? 

2. What word can go before “ground”, “pedal” and “water”? 

3. Two US cops, Christine and Mary Beth, appeared in which TV 

series? 

4. What is Abyssinia now called? 

5. For how long had David Cameron been an MP before he became 

Prime Minister? 

6. In which country did the final vote about hosting the 2012 Olympics 

take place? 

7. Who wrote the novel “Middlemarch”? 

8. Cambridge Gage and Victoria are types of what? 

9. What French phrase in English means a road closed at one end? 

10. Which Irishman did Pele describe as the “greatest footballer in the 

world”? 

11. Which is greater 1/3 or 4/8? 

12. Which Clive starred in “dad’s Army”? 

13. In which decade of the 20
th
 century was Eric Clapton born? 

14. Which word can go after “fish” and before “print”? 

15. On a Monopoly board, what colour is Bow Street? 

16. In which country is the city of Tangier? 

17. Who recorded the album “Money for Nothing”? 

18. Geoff Miller played cricket for which country? 

19.  Ornithophobia is the fear of what? 

20. What note is written in the space below the middle line of the treble 

clef? 

21. Is Barbados ahead of or behind Greenwich Mean Time? 

22. Pearl celebrates which wedding anniversary? 

23. Which Alice declared: School’s Out? 

24. Who “died” for the second time as “EastEnders” marked its 20
th
 

anniversary? 

25. Who was the first female presenter of “Desert Island Discs”? 

26. Which UK car manufacturer produced the zodiac? 

27. In the “Simpsons” who or what is Duff? 

28. The letter M is on which row of a typewriter or computer keyboard? 

29.   What is the administrative centre for the county of Dorset? 

30. What was the movie sequel to “the Silence of the Lambs” called? 

31. Adnams brewery is located in which county? 
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FIDGET PIE 

 

No one knows why this Shropshire speciality is called Fidget (or Fitchett) 

Pie. It was once a heartening farm supper dish to welcome the harvesters 

home from the fields. In lean times it was made with vegetables only; when 

times were better, with gammon; and for a special treat lamb chops from the 

scrag end of the neck were put in, one for each person, in which case only 

half the amount of gammon was used. Its characteristic combination of apple 

-onion-meat mixture harks back to the medieval way of combining sweet and 

savoury tastes, and suggests that it is a truly well-tried recipe.  

 

For 4 people 450g (1 lb) potatoes, peeled and thickly sliced 

  350g (12 oz) gammon, rind and fat removed, diced 

  2 large onions peeled and sliced 

  3 large cooking apples, peeled, cored and thinly sliced 

  2 teaspoons sugar 

  ½ teaspoon dried thyme 

  salt and pepper 

  275/300 ml (½ pint) stock (alternatively use ½ a vegetable  

  stock cube dissolved in ½ pint of boiling water)  

  225 g (8oz) shortcrust pastry (we all have preferred recipes)  

 

Preheat oven to 180°C/350°F/Gas Mark 4 

Put a layer of sliced potatoes in the bottom of a 1.1 litre (2 pint) pie dish. 

Cover with a layer of gammon, a layer of sliced onion and then a layer of 

apple. Sprinkle well with sugar. 

Repeat until the pie dish is full, ending with a layer of gammon. 

Sprinkle with thyme and season well. 

Pour in just enough stock to cover the filling. 

Roll out the pastry to make a fairly thick pie crust, about 5mm (¼ inch) – 

dampen the pie dish edge and cover the pie with the pastry; trim the edges.  

Bake the pie in the top of the pre-heated oven for 20 minutes, until the pastry 

is brown. Transfer the pie to a lower shelf and cook for a further 55 minutes. 

If the top seems to be browning too much, cover the pastry with foil. 

 

If you want to add lamb chops to the pie, arrange them on top of the first 

layer of potatoes before adding the other layers. 
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Remembering Enid Blyton 

 

Enid was born in 1897 and as a baby  

nearly died of whooping cough. Although 

       best known for her “Noddy” books and  

       “Famous Five” series, she wrote more  

        than 762 books including poetry and longer stories and  

articles of various kinds. 
 

A trained teacher, she felt she had to provide readers with a strong moral 

framework, though her own family relationships were not straightforward. 

She cut off contact with her parents and divorced her first husband, and one 

of her daughters wrote harshly of her as a mother.  
 

Her work became controversial from the 1950s, being banned by some 

libraries and schools and the BBC because of a perceived lack of literary 

merit – as well as accusations of elitism, sexism and racism. But they 

continue to be best-sellers.  Enid herself said she was not interested in the 

views of any critics over the age of twelve. 
 

She wrote ‘The Children’s Life of Christ’ and ‘The Land of Far-Beyond’, an 

adaptation for children of John Bunyan’s ‘The Pilgrim’s Progress’. There 

have been several adaptations of her books for stage, screen and television. 
 

Enid died fifty years ago on 28
th
 November 1968. If you would like to share 

some of your childhood memories of her stories with your children or grand 

children then Hodder have recently produced a book entitled “Favourite Enid 

Blyton Stoies” in which excerpts from her work have been selected by the 

likes of Mel Giedroyc, Michael Morpurgo and Dame Jacqueline Wilson. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Spider time of day – Are you afraid of the big spiders that come into your 

house each autumn?  Then avoid wandering around your home about 7:35pm 

each evening, seemingly the peak time for creepy crawlies to scuttle around 

looking for a mate.  An entomologist at the University of Gloucestershire 

said ‘We think that while people are more likely to be sat down and able to 

view spiders at 7:30pm, the pattern of sightings in rooms other than living 

rooms suggests that it is not just people driving the pattern – so we think it 

probably does reflect some spider ecology too.’ The good news is that the 

vast majority of UK spiders are harmless to people, and excellent pest 

controllers. ‘So we should really celebrate the spider season.’   
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
 

 

 



FROM THE CHAIR 

 

The Police have launched an appeal for information in the Whittington area. 

Over a few nights in early October a number of walls, including at the 

Castle, were vandalised. The Castle is one of our best loved monuments in 

our village and it is such a shame to see it vandalised like this. Other places 

that were similarly damaged include the White Lion and bus shelters. If you 

have any information that can help, please contact the Police on 101 quoting 

ref. 683s111018.  
 

On a better note the defibrillator case has been recovered after being hidden 

in the Castle grounds. Thank you to the member of the public who located it 

and reported it. A combination lock will shortly be fitted to the cabinet at the 

Senior Citizens’ Hall. Once the Ambulance Service has updated their records 

with the combination, the defibrillator will be back in situ. 

Jill Whitby, Parish Council Chair 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Coffee & Company 
Come and Enjoy 

a 

Cup of Coffee or Tea 

and a chat 

in 

Whittington Church - Thursday 22nd November  

10:00am – 12:00noon 

  

  

  

All are very welcome - Entrance is free 

Voluntary Donations to the Church 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

All free! – The nursery teacher decided to tell her class about democracy. 

‘We live in a great country,’ she began. ‘One of the things we should be 

happy is that, in this country, we are all free.’ 

One little boy stood up and looked indignant. ‘I’m not free,’ he protested. 

‘I’m four.’ 
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that occurred around and near to the cottage were told in a very interesting 

way by Carol. She presented an amazing insight into this unique building 

with descriptions of its construction and renovations which were fascinating. 

The social history was intriguing and conveyed with colourful paintings, 

photographs and documents. It was a very informative talk and especially 

interesting as the cottage is well known by all. 

 

The next meeting will be on November 8
th
 and will be the Annual General 

Meeting; there will also be a quiz. Any new members are very welcome to 

join these evenings meeting held at the Community Centre from 7:00pm. 

Jo Goodall 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

STILL A FEW DAYS LEFT TO HAVE A GUESS 

 

Part of the necessary restoration work  

on our church is to lift all the parquet  

floor tiles, this is because most of them  

are now wobbly and a serious health  

and safety hazard. The work involves  

lifting the tiles, skimming the floor,  

cleaning and replacing them. Here is a  

little fun competition – guess how many 

parquet floor  tiles there are in church? If you would like to enter our 

competition, then write your estimate on the form at the back of church – just 

£1 per entry.  

 

The prize is a box of chocolates – I know it’s not much, but the game is fun 

and anyway the cost of the work exceeds £26,000 – eye-watering.  The 

winner will be announced at the Parish Communion on the first Sunday of 

November; and I will, if I remember, let you know the official estimated 

number of tiles in the December magazine. (I am sure our excellent editor 

will remind me!) 

Richard  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Way to go! – My young grandson called the other  

day to wish me Happy Birthday.  He asked me how  

old I was, and I told him, 62. My grandson was  

quiet for a moment, and then he ventured: ‘Did you 

start at 1?’                                                                                                        
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The evening began with much chatting and discussion about the amazing 

success of providing Afternoon Tea for over 100 people; the touring 

Australian Welsh Male Voice Choir, some wives/partners and members of 

the Orthopaedic Male Voice Choir, prior to their performance in the Parish 

Church last month. The Australians said that it had been the high point of 

their receptions so far! 

 

Business was dealt with swiftly and our President, Sandy, provided each 

member with a newsletter to recap on WI issues and to publicise future 

events; this was welcomed and appreciated by all.  

 

The Whittington Castle Reading Group is now established and will meet 

fortnightly in the Castle cafe and details will be provided for The Ripple. 

Though founded by members of Whittington WI the group is open to all in 

the community. Bulbs are going to be planted in the Castle grounds in 

suffragette colours to celebrate the beginning of women’s right to vote; a 

working party is needed. 

 

Details of excursions and events were discussed including a visit in February 

2019 to see “Beauty and the Beast” ballet. The programme for 2019 has 

nearly been finalised and has some exciting speakers and a summer visit 

planned to the Wedgewood factory. A Speaker Presentation Day will be held 

on November 5
th
 in Shrewsbury and there will be lunch at Origins on 22

nd
 

January. On November 15
th
 Whittington WI birthday celebration lunch will 

be at The Boote Inn, 12:30pm for 1:00pm. Christmas Boxes are to be filled 

by November 18
th
 and more details are available from Kath Griffiths. On 

November 26
th
 a coach will be at the Three Trees at 09:05am for members 

going to Broadway.  

 

Correspondence included a letter from Rev. Richard Burton to ask for 

support regarding the campaign to fund serious and necessary repairs to the 

church fabric; members agreed to support this request. 

 

The speaker for the evening was Carol Gough who currently lives in Raven 

Cottage, Oswestry and has thoroughly researched its history. It was 

originally built 392 years ago and has since experienced many changes but 

the incredible history of those who have lived in the cottage and the events  
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CHILDREN’S PAGE 
 

WHITTINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
 



POPPY CASCADE 

 

A huge thank you to everyone who helped create this poppy cascade... from 

the knitters and crocheters, the painters, the assemblers, those who donated 

cash for the materials and everyone who helped to get the message out. We 

apologise if anyone has been omitted – the whole community of Whittington 

and West Felton, joined together, so there may be some omissions, but 

everyone’s contributions are valued and appreciated. 

 

There are approximately 2,000 poppies in the cascade. They represent a tiny 

fraction of those who lost their lives in the Great War (18 million), including 

26 villagers from Whittington, whose silhouettes can be seen around the  

Castle site. It is in recognition of their sacrifice that we offer this small tribute. 

           

Annette Adams         Kath Griffiths  Eleanor Jones 

Barbara Baker         May Griffiths  Tina Kaye 

Lucy Beaumont         Samantha Griffith Norris Kathy Killow 

Chelsea Marie Bishop        Stella Groucott  Kaz Killow 

Dawn Blackburn        Ruth Haile   Kathryn Lee 

Nora Brunt         Veronica Hargrave  Marion Lycett 

Rev. Richard Burton        Tillie Harris  Rebecca Manford 

Rev. Sarah Burton        Ellen Harrison  Sue Manford 

Rev. Jassica Castillo-        Gaynor Hatch (In  Debbie Marais 

Burley          memory of her grand- Francis Markham 

Doreen Catchpole        father Jack Bellis and Mary (Helen Orton’s 

Karen Ceder         father-in-law Walter mum) 

Gaynor Chilton         Henry Herbert Hatch) Sarah Meade 

Neil Conuel         Jo Hornsey   Margery Mellor 

Jean Cross         Ann Hughes  Hazel Meredith 

David Curtis (In memory      Collen Hughes  Libby Morris 

of his father Sydney and         Helen Hughes  Jacqui Mullineux 

uncle Percy)         Margaret Hulson (In Margo Olver 

Rhoda Davies         memory of all who  Jane Osman 

Julie Drowley         served in the RAF)  Maria Palmer (In 

Mark Dyke         Reg Hulson   memory of Arthur 

Sue Dyke         Eleanor Ingman-Stone Palmer) 

Joan Ellis         Ian Johnson  Caroline Pemberton 

Alison Gidney         Lyn Johnsn   Barbara Phipps 

Carol Gray         Lynne Johnson  Tina Powell 
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Pat Raine  Daisy Smith (In   Jill Whitby 

Jean Risdon  memory of Alfred)  Rachel Wigley and 

Christine Roberts Gillian Turner   helpers 

Di Rogers  Anne Ward   Rosemary Williams 

Gill Roberts  West Felton W.I. Knit  Helen Wright and 

Frances Savage  and Natter Group (For  friends 

Glenys Shuker  all who gave their lives  Eunice Young 

   in War) 

 

 

……..and THANK YOU to the children of 
 

WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY 

SCHOOL 

 

who painted plastic poppies……………… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Margery Mellor 
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