WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

PARISH SERVICES

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre
Secretary: Mrs Joyce Howard

Tel:656389

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:

Chairman: Jonjo Evans
Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis

Tel:671300
Tel:662500

BELL RINGING:

Details from Brian Rothera

Tel:657778

BROWNIES, GUIDES:

6:00-7:15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre
Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere
Tel:624390
BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen)
2 Heather Bank, Gobowen
Tel:658016
e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com
WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions
Leaders: Dawn and Mandy
Meet in the Community Centre 9:00am – 3:00pm

6:30pm Holy Communion according to the Book of
Common Prayer on 1st Sunday
6:30pm Evensong on the 3rd Sunday
4:00pm Messy Church (Meets monthly except July and
August)
WEEKDAYS: 9:30am Holy Communion - Thursday
5:30pm Choir Practice
- Alternate Thursdays
RECTOR:
VACANT
Tel:238658
Listen to the recorded message which tells you who to contact; but do not
leave a message, as it will not be picked-up
Curate:
Reverend Jassica Castillo-Burley
e.mail: Jassica Castillo-Burley [wwfcurate@gmail.com]

Tel:670127

Tel:662236

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE:

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White
Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm. This will now be the
only stop in the village.

Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington

Tel:670940

Mrs G Roberts, 4 Western Avenue, Whittington, SY11 4BP
e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com

Tel:662236

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington
Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington

Tel:656389
Tel:659562

ORGANIST: Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall

Tel:662116

CHURCH WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk

MAGAZINE:
Editor:
Miss A Ward, Manor Garden, 5 Boot Street,
Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com
Distribution: Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road

SCHOOL WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonschool.co.uk

WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL:
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Tel:611749

CHURCHWARDENS:

SENIOR CITIZENS:

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning
All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall
Secretary: Mrs Gillian Roberts, 4 Western Avenue

SUNDAY SERVICES:
8:00am Holy Communion on 2nd and 4th Sundays
10:30am Holy Communion weekly

Headteacher: Mr Carl Rogers
e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk

Tel:672838
Tel:659385
Tel:662269
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WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

“THE RIPPLE”
(Whittington Parish Church Magazine)
Vol 32 No 7

CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY:

October 2019
The Fall of the Berlin Wall
th

It was 30 years ago this month, on 9 November 1989, that the fall of the
Berlin Wall began. Over two million people from East Berlin visited the
West in a celebration described as ‘the greatest street party in the history of
the world.’ However, we are still living with walls, thinking of those
dividing Gaza and Palestine from Israel. It’s a strong human instinct to build
walls to separate us from those we view as different and threatening.
Paul writes of how the death of Jesus has broken down the barrier between
Jew and Gentile: ‘His purpose was to create in Himself one new humanity
out of the two, thus making peace, and in one body to reconcile both of them
to God through the cross, by which He put to death their hostility.’
(Ephesians 2:15-16).
Jesus is still in the business of breaking down the barriers between people of
different gender, age, race and language, to bring them together in His
church: ‘There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there
male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.’ (Galatians 3:28).
We can easily put up barriers with others, when we make assumptions about
them, forgetting that they may be thinking the same things about us. We may
want to avoid making ourselves vulnerable or appear needy. Yet Jesus can
break down our defences and enable us to live openly and honestly with
others. As His church, He invites us to be a community of risk-takers, i.e.
those who trust each other, handle our weaknesses and fears, and who
encourage one another’s strengths and gifts.
‘A person who thinks only about building walls, wherever they may be, and
not building bridges, is not Christian.’ (Pope Francis).
Rev Paul Hardingham
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Mr Andy Cawthray - email: WhitCBC@gmail.com

Tel:657178
07581 710523

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:

Richard Beaman

Tel:659166

CRICKET SECRETARY:

Trina Lewis – email: lewisbtkr@aol.com

Tel:774406
07968 844341

BOWLING SECRETARY:

Eileen Sinker

Tel:770212

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY:

Mrs Kath Griffiths

Tel:662116

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON
AND WEST FELTON:

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG
e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk
Tel:650488
WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL:

Amy Jones (Clerk to the Council)
Held the fourth Tuesday in the month
clerk@whittingtonpc.com
http://www.whittingtonpc.com

Tel: 829571

SHROPSHIRE YOUTH SERVICE:

Rural Mobile visits the village on Tuesday 6:15pm – 8:00pm
bus parks opposite the “Premier” Shop, Whittington.
Open to young people between the ages of 13 – 20 yrs.
Contact: Wendy Stockton, Shropshire Council Youth Worker.

Tel:654175

BAPTISM SECRETARY:

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk

Tel:681036

WEDDING: Please contact the Rector

Tel:238658
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Historic Places Trust, with gardens and fruit trees put in by subsequent
owners. Many of the buildings are still from the original settlement dating
back to the early 1840s, including the Duke of Marlborough Hotel and
Tavern; Christ Church which is the oldest surviving church and possibly the
oldest building still used for its original purpose in New Zealand; and
Flagstaff Hill just outside the town and has the inevitable British flagstaff,
which Hone Heke chopped down four times. The government then sent in
soldiers and marines to garrison the town which Hone Heke objected to
strongly, and after attacking the town from both sides the soldiers abandoned
their guard of the flagstaff and while they rushed down to save the town he
chopped it down for the 5th and last time. In retaliation the sailors fired
cannon on the town and that ended the uprising; today Flagstaff Hill
provides a wonderful view across the bay. More history can be obtained
from the three museums, the Captain Cook Memorial Museum, Pompallier
House and the Russell Museum; or just laze on the beautiful beach and
watch the sailors.
Marion Lycett

DIARY
2

8:30am

The November Prayer Breakfast to support the
Schools Christian Project Worker will be at Christ
Church, Oswestry; if you would like to attend please
call Lynn Carroll on 659385 by Wednesday 30th
October
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FOURTH SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT
10:30am
6:30pm

4

Whittington Church of England School re-opens

5

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

6

7:30pm

Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens’ Hall; £2.00
including refreshments

7

9:30am

Holy Communion

8

7:30pm

Fun Quiz in the Community Centre; £12 per team of
four; further details page 7

10

THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
8:00am
10:30am
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Parish Communion
Holy Communion According to the Book of Common
Prayer

Holy Communion
Service of Commemoration with two minutes
silence and the laying of wreaths. We welcome the
Rt Reverend Sarah Bullock, Bishop of Shrewsbury
to our service
(Bring your Operation Christmas Child boxes please)
Monday 11th is the last day to leave them in church
3
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LAST DAY for magazine material for the December edition of the
“Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, Manor Garden,
5 Boot Street, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com

12

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

14

9:30am

Holy Communion

7:00pm

Whittington W.I. meets in the Community Centre;
the Annual General Meeting followed by a quiz

16

7:30pm

An Evening in the Style of Flanders and Swann in
the Senior Citizens’ Hall in Aid of Church Funds;
Tickets £10 (inc. glass of wine and small ploughmans) from Margery Mellor – 681036; further
details on page 9

17

SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT

19

21

10:30am
6:30pm

Parish Communion
Evensong

12:00 noon

Fish and Chip Lunch in the Senior Citizens’ Hall;
further details on page 12-13

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

9:30am

Holy Communion

10:30-12:00noon Coffee Morning in church; further details page 21
24

SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE ADVENT - CHIRST THE KING
8:00am
10:30am
4:00pm

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Messy Church

26

12:00 noon

Whittington Senior Citizens monthly lunch at the
White Lion; further details page 12-13

4

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

The Maori Meeting House, Waitangi
represent all of the Maori tribes; they also built the largest war canoe in the
world to show the type of boat the Maoris first arrived in, 35metres long,
with an even longer name, it is Ngatokimatawhaorua, the name of the war
canoe the original settlers came in; this is launched every year on Centenary
Day; the guides do very good historical tours of the reserve. Coming back
over the bridge you can visit an old sailing ship which is a museum of
shipwrecks. Just up river from here you can go swimming at the foot of the
Haruru Falls, or just have a beer at the restaurant. This is also the site of the
New Zealand flax used by the Maoris for all manner of items; clothing, bats,
mats, twine, eel traps and anything else you can mention. It was brought
home by Joseph Banks, who sailed with Cook and was later taken to Saint
Helena, whose flax mills supplied all the material for British Mail bags right
up to 1950, after which time they used man-made fibres, taking the work
away from British prisons, where the bags had been sewn.
But the oldest settled site in ‘The Bay’ is Russell or Kororareka, a site
originally used by whaling captains. It became a shore station for shipping
and the first settlers, after the Maoris, were an assortment of marooned or
deserting sailors, escaped convicts from Australia, grog sellers and a few
traders, plus an assortment of ‘ladies’; it became known as ‘The Hell Hole
of the Pacific’. In 1830 the Maoris had the ‘war of the girls’, when two tribes
fought to decide which of two girls was the favourite of a whaling captain. It
was settled by the Maori leader, Hone Heke, by removing the two tribes and
making them settle away from the burgeoning Hellhole and the settlement
was then used by Europeans. In 1839 a permanent mission was set up by the
Catholic Bishop Pompallier, and the house named after him still stands. He
set up a tannery, print works and bookbinding building which still operates
today using all of the old tools and methods; it is the oldest surviving
industrial building in New Zealand and is now part of the New Zealand
33

TRAVELLER’S TALES
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NEW ZEALAND – NORTH ISLAND – THE BAY OF ISLANDS

30

Although now a tourist centre, the Bay of Islands was one of the first places
in New Zealand to be settled by Europeans. It lies on the East Coast of the
Northland, the long finger pointing north of Auckland, and is famous in both
Moari and European history of the
islands. To qualify as an island here
the rock has to be big enough to
never be submerged by the tides; this
means that there are some 150
‘islands’ but none are settled. The
main way of seeing these islands is
on a cruise around the bay, those with
enough strength can go in a kayak!!.
In the good weather the little cruise
ships drive at a mad pace through the ‘hole in the rock’, an arch on the end
of one of the small islands, which is more exciting when you emerge as you
have left the sheltered bay and meet the full force of the Pacific.
You will not be the first visitor, the Maoris arrived in the 14th Century and
set up a fishing village; then there were other visitors who did not stay, such
as the French navigator Marion de Fresne, killed by the Maoris in 1769;
Captain Cook in 1789, who waited to be killed by the Hawaiians later, and
(for those of you who read westerns, Riders of the Purple Sage etc) author
Zane Grey went there big game fishing in the 1920’s and wrote Big Game
Fishing.
The largest town is Paihia settled by missionaries in 1823, now just a tourist
centre although the original mission station can be visited. It is linked by a
bridge to Waitangi which is a protected area, as it is the site of the treaty
grounds. Here in 1840 the Maoris signed a treaty with the British and
accepted our ‘sovereignty and protection’. It was signed in the house of the
British Resident James Busby, built in 1832 as the official home of Queen
Victoria’s representative. Today it has a sweep of lawn down from the house
to the beach and the bay, and is the site for the annual New Zealand Day
celebrations every 6th February. On the centenary of the signing a large
Maori Meeting House was built, beautifully carved, both inside and out, to
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9:30am

Holy Communion

10:00am-12:00 noon Coffee and Mince Pie morning in the Senior
Citizens’ Hall; further details on page 12-13
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Extracts from the Parish Registers
for the month of September 2019
HOLY BAPTISM
“We welcome you into the Lord’s Family”
15th September 2019

Ivy Julia Whyte-Pallatina
of Fitzalan Close, Babbinswood

HOLY MATRIMONY
We sent our Best Wishes to:21st September 2019

Sam Doidge
and Hattie Ella Huggett
both of Maple Court, Oswestry

REQUIESCAT IN PACE
“May the Souls of the Faithful Departed Rest in Peace”
22nd September 2019

Richard John Bigley
aged 93 of Walsham How Crescent

24th September 2019

Clifford Alexander Gentles
aged 87 of Rosehill Avenue

Communicants for the month……...…208
Attendance for the month……….........241
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
With Remembrance Sunday in mind…The most persistent sound that
reverberates through men’s history is the beating of war drums. – Arthur
Koestler
5

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The Trustees of the Friends of St John the Baptist acknowledge the following
donation:A donation of £1,300 in memory of Elizabeth Annabelle Rutherford
from her Family and friends
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
THANK YOU
At the MacMillan Cancer Support Coffee Morning held on 27th September in
the Senior Citizens’ Hall £732 was raised for the charity.
Thank you to everyone who supported us on the morning by giving
donations of raffle prizes, produce, books and chocolate for the various stalls
and also buying raffle tickets. Thank you also to all those who helped by
making and serving coffee; manning the stalls, the raffle and the door. Thank
you as well to the Senior Citizens’ Club for the use of the hall.
This was the 20th year that we have held a Coffee Morning in support of
MacMillan’s ‘World’s Largest Coffee Morning’ during which time we have
raised in excess of £10,000; a very good effort by the village.
Thank you all, Rita Moir
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
THANK YOU
A very enjoyable time was had on Sunday 6th October when church members
and friends enjoyed a wonderful Harvest Lunch held in the Senior Citizens’
Hall. There were lovely salads to accompany the tender beef and ham
supplied again this year by Jamie Ward. This was followed by a dazzling
display of umpteen sweets, both hot and cold and there was then a good
selection of cheese and biscuits before coffee/tea and mints to round off a
wonderful meal. The meal raised £604 for the church and thanks to the
generosity of those who brought raffle prizes, organised by Eleanor IngmanStone, and what a wonderful array there was, £204 was raised for the
church’s Restoration Appeal.
Mike Phipps
6

If at first you DO succeed, try not to look astonished!

The Agendas for forthcoming meetings are available 3 clear days before the
meeting, either on the Parish Council Website or the two Parish Noticeboards, one in Park Hall and one outside the School. The full minutes (in
draft form) can be read on line two days after each meeting:
https://whittingtonpc.com, or via a copy from the Clerk Amy Jones
Tel: 01691 829571. Email: clerk@whittingtonpc.com
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
LATE AUTUMN DAYS
’Tis the heralding of winter,
As long-necked geese sweep south,
There’s a chill upon the breeze,
A sharp bite to the mouth.
With bright crispy frosts
On liquid moon nights.
Long dead leaves rustle at my feet,
While treetops sing a mournful dirge.
Parched-dry ponds begin to weep
And stubble burns before the plough.
Field mice scurry and barn owls hurry
As wintry mists come nearer now.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Answers to October’s Crossword

D. E. Smith

ACROSS: 1. Bartholomew. 9, Evil one. 10, Adore. 11, Ran. 13, Oreb. 16,
Zinc. 17, Entail. 18, Hung. 20, Lehi. 21, Joshua. 22, Pity. 23, Wide. 25, Age.
28, Alarm. 29, Partake. 30, Sennacherib.
DOWN: 2, Alive. 3, Took. 4, Over. 5, Onan. 6, Emotive. 7, Jehoshaphat. 8,
Melchizedek. 12, A light. 14, Beg. 15, Strong. 19, Not have. 20, Law. 24,
Iraqi. 25, Amen. 26, Epic. 27, Free.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
More than 32,000 of us struggle to change a light bulb
When it comes to DIY, some of us need a lot of help; last year Google was
asked how to change a light bulb more than 32,000 times. Other jobs that
drove people to Google were how to fix a dripping tap (422,000 times), and
how to bleed a radiator (322,000 times).
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your name, number and a brief message. The Officer will respond at their
earliest convenience when they are next on duty.
Planning: a) To note any planning decisions:
l. Reference: 19/03229/FUL (validated: 18/07/2019) Plot 36, 18 Agnes Hunt
Drive, Park Hall Proposal: Amendment to house type approved under
16/01018/REM for plot 36 to include single storey rear extension Decision:
Grant Permission
b) Planning applications for consideration:
l. Reference: 19/03785/FUL (validated: 29/08/2019) Bryn-Y-Plentyn Farm,
Bryn-Y-Plentyn, Middleton Proposal: Erection of a 500KW ground mounted
solar development and all associated works - No comments
2. Reference: 19/03877/FUL (validated: 02/09/2019) Artillery Business
Park , Garrison Avenue, Park Hall Proposal: Application under Section 73a
of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 for the installation of ground
source heat pumps and a biomass boiler to serve commercial premises at
Artillery Business Park (Retrospective) - No comments
3. Reference: 19/04184/TCA (validated: 19/09/2019) Willow House,
Station Road, Whittington Proposal: Reduce side branches creating
overhang of 1no Yew (T1) & reduce in height by 30% and prune side
branches to restore shape of 1no Yew (T2) within Whittington Conservation
Area - No comments
KEY ITEMS DISCUSSED: Replacement for the Cradle swing at the
Fitzgwarine Play area was agreed.
Cllr Hickman reported back on the recent Shropshire Association of Local
Councils Area Committee Meeting.
Consideration of Oswestry Town Council’s recent pledge to plant 17,000
trees by 2023; the National Association of Local Councils are urging
councils to sign up to the Tree Charter.
Traffic Calming and construction vehicle access issues to the new
development “Castle Keep”.
An extraordinary meeting of the full Council to discuss the street light
replacement project was called for 14th October.
FUTURE MEETING DATES: To be held at 7:30pm in Whittington Castle
Tea Rooms – 22nd October 2019 (4th Tuesday); 19th November 2019 (3rd
Tuesday) and 17th December 2019 (3rd Tuesday)
Jill Whitby
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New Rector Appointed
The Churchwardens are pleased to announce that a new Rector has been
appointed to Whittington and West Felton with Haughton; she is the
Reverend Suzan Williams. Suzan currently works as a member of the
Wrockwardine Deanery Team Ministry, also part of the Lichfield Diocese.
Her Institution to the post is planned to take place on Saturday 1st February
2020; more details about Suzan will be available for inclusion in the
December ‘Ripple’ magazine.
The Churchwardens
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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FUN QUIZ
FRIDAY 8th NOVEMBER

7:30pm
WHITTINGTON COMMUNITY
CENTRE
TEAMS of FOUR - £12

To include refreshments
LICENSED BAR AVAILABLE

RING 662417 or 662116
TO ENTER
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Money – A financial genius is one who can keep up with both the
neighbours and the monthly instalments.
7

From the Chair
As Chair of the Parish Council I would like to pass on my grateful thanks to
Paul Jones and Jenny Pritchard who have both resigned from the Council in
the last few weeks. They have been both Councillors and the eyes & ears of
the Parish, always seen about the village, and have been of immense support
to me during my tenure as Chair.
We all wish them well. The two vacant posts will be advertised and filled by
Christmas.
Jill Whitby - Parish Council Chair
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

4:00pm Sunday 24 November, Whittington Church

Whittington Parish Council News,
Meeting held on 24th September 2019
10 Councillors were present at the meeting. The Chair reported that she had
accepted the resignation of Councillor Paul Jones, and thanked him for all
his work on the Council over the years. The minutes of the Full Council
meeting held on 27th August 2019 were agreed and duly signed as a true
record. There was 1 member of the public present.
There was no police attendance at the meeting; a report had been received
and 9 crimes were reported in the parish during August: Public Order
Offence (1); Criminal Damage (1); Arson (1); Residential Burglary (1);
Threat to Kill (1); Assaults(3) and Other (1) Unlisted.

4:00-5:30pm

Messy Church for Advent
LET’S GET READY!
 We begin with crafts and activities
 At 4:30pm we gather for a short act of worship with songs and
a story
 We end with sandwiches, cakes and drinks for all to share

Everyone welcome
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
How Armistice Day began, 100 years ago
It was 100 years ago, on 11th November 1919, that the first Armistice Day
(now Remembrance Day) was marked in the UK. King George V had issued
a proclamation calling for a two-minute silence at 11:00am to remember the
members of the armed forces who lost their lives in the line of duty. The
two-minute silence was in fact adopted from a South African idea that had
spread from Cape Town through the Commonwealth in 1919. The first
minute was dedicated to those who died in the war, and the second to those
left behind – families affected by bereavement and other effects of the
conflict.
8

Your Local Police Officer and Community Support Officers Contact
Numbers: Local Police Officer: - PC 3718 Kate Le’Clere – 07870219518
Police Community Support Officers: - PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes – O78702
19190; and PCSO 40279 Pete Roberts – O7870219019
About your Team: Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and
partners to identify, tackle and solve issues that matter to the community
where you live. Making neighbourhoods safer by cutting day to day crime
and anti-social behaviour is at the heart of keeping people in West Mercia
safe. Thanks to an investment in mobile tablet style computers, these will
enable officers to spend more time on patrol on the street and in
neighbourhoods. Officers will continue to come to people when they need
them and provide a high quality service however you contact us - in person
(on the street, at community bases and at partners and communities together
[PACT] meetings), on the phone or online.
Get in touch - 101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime
 oswestryrn.snt @westmercia.pnn.police.uk
 www.westmercia.police.uk
/
@Oscops - Only call 999 in an emergency, when a crime is in
progress or life is in danger.
In the event of a Police emergency call 999 for urgent attention; or ring 101
for non-emergency calls. The Police mobile numbers above will only be
answered if the Officer is on duty. If your call is not answered please leave
29

Inge is today; in the permanence of a secure faith, and in the membership of
the eternal Church, against which – as Jesus promised - not even the powers
of hell can stand.
God is our strength and Refuge

The Cenotaph was erected temporarily in Whitehall for a peace parade for
Armistice Day in 1920. After a tremendous nationwide response, it became a
permanent structure, and in the following years war memorials were created
in other British towns and cities.

God is our strength and refuge,
our present help in trouble,
and we therefore will not fear,
though the earth should change!
Though mountains shake and tremble.
Though swirling waters are raging,
God the Lord of hosts is with us evermore!

In 1939, the two-minute silence of Armistice Day was moved to the nearest
Sunday to 11th November, so that it would not conflict with wartime
production. This tradition continued after World War II – Remembrance
Sunday is still marked with a national service, and by special services in
most churches throughout the country and beyond. Americans mark
Veterans Day instead.
Tim Lenton

There is a flowing river,
within God’s holy city,
God is in the midst of her –
she shall not be moved!
God’s help is swiftly given,
thrones vanish at his presence –
God the Lord of hosts is with us evermore!
Come, see the works of our maker,
learn of his deeds all-powerful;
wars will cease across the world
when he shatters the spear!
Be still and know your creator,
uplift him in the nations –
God the Lord of hosts is with us evermore!
From Psalm 46, Richard Bewes; Copyright, Jubilate Songs;
Tune Dambusters’ March, (“Sing Glory” No 650)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Lead us not… I had been teaching my three-year old daughter the Lord’s
Prayer. For several evenings at bedtime, she would repeat after me the lines
from the prayer. Finally, she decided to go solo. I listened with pride as she
carefully enunciated each word, right up to the end of the prayer: “Lead us
not into temptation,” she prayed, “but deliver us some e-mail. Amen”
The origin of all wars is the pursuit of wealth, and we are forced to
pursue wealth because we live in slavery to the cares of the body. Plato
28
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WHITTINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

The other side of ‘The Dambusters’ – God is our refuge and strength

The meeting was opened by our President, Sandy Forde, with Margaret
Nicholas providing secretarial support in the absence of Joyce Howard. Our
guest speaker, Andrew Crabtree provided an accompaniment to our singing
of Jerusalem on his keyboard, which was a great start to the meeting.

My wife Pam and I recently watched again the British war film ‘The
Dambusters’ – and all that lay behind RAF Squadron 617’s historic
‘bouncing bomb’ attack on the dams that resourced Hitler’s industrial
heartland. At a ‘Bible Week’ once in Germany, I was driven by my generous
hosts to see the initial target of the 1943 raid - the Mohne Dam. Some of the
original scars were still visible on the great repaired structure.

Matters Arising: We have filled our first suitcase for the Women’s Refuge in
Shrewsbury and a second is underway, a fantastic achievement. The concert
held at the Marches School in September raised £1,000 which was divided
between the Women’s Refuge and the Associated Country Women of the
World. It was a wonderful concert enjoyed by all and an excellent fund
raising event. Last month’s raffle, organised by Julie Sheffield, raised £23.00
for WI funds and thanks were given to Julie for her generosity. Details of
next year’s Annual General Meeting were announced, Baroness Floella
Benjamin will be the guest speaker.
Diary dates were provided and included: A visit to the Kinoculture cinema to
see the film ‘Downton Abbey’ is on 7th November, please arrive by 1:00pm
for 1:30pm. A Quiz is to be held on 8th November at the Community Centre,
teams of 4 are welcome cost £12.00. Christmas Shoeboxes are to be
collected by the 11th November please place in the church or give to Kath
Griffiths. If you are unsure about contents Kath has a revised leaflet
explaining what may go into the box and what is excluded. Cockshutt WI are
holding a craft making event 7:00 – 9:30pm on 15th November, cost £5.00
with refreshments of mulled wine and mince pies. A Wreath Making event is
to be held at WI Headquarters in Shrewsbury on 19th November, session
times to be confirmed. The Speakers Day Auditions are on 25th November
10:00am – 3:00pm at Central Hall Shrewsbury. Whittington WI birthday
lunch is to be at the Boote Inn on 28th November, arrival time 12:00 noon for
12:30pm. The Centenary Carol Service (a ticketed event) will be on 14th
December at 11:00am at St Chad’s Church Shrewsbury. The future Origins
Lunch will be on 30th January, more details to follow.
Andrew Crabtree called his talk ‘Music from the Movies’ and it was an
interesting and fun session. Andrew not only played his keyboard but
provided a chronological history of the music, and some very intriguing facts
about the singers and composers of several songs. He explained that the
10

But there is always another side to war. For, back in England, a church friend
whom Pam and I greatly love is ‘Inge’ – a sweet German Christian woman.
Her family home had been in the valley, just below the Mohne Dam, the
night of the fatal 17th May. Somehow Inge survived.
“How could I ever forget it?” she confided. “We heard the planes and
explosions; then came the crashing water - sweeping homes, people, whole
families to destruction. Almost the worst sound,” she went on, “was that of
the animals all around us, in their terrified baying and shrieking, as they were
swept away.”
War…. It occurs as an ever-repeated reminder of our own fallenness and
need of redemption through the cross of Christ. And yet – according to the
Psalmist - we were originally made only ‘a little lower than the angels,’
capable – even in our fallenness and at the height of war – of acts of
incredible heroism and selfless care.
I decided to write a hymn on Psalm 46, and obtained copyright permission to
set it to the film’s theme music – ‘The Dambusters’ March.’ Since then,
‘God is our Strength and Refuge’ has gone all over the world, and is used in
many churches on Remembrance Sunday.
A hand-written letter once arrived for me from an RAF veteran who had
been rear-gunner in one of the Lancaster bombers flying in the famous 617
Squadron. He had been thrilled “to hear our own squadron’s Dambuster’s
March now set to words of peace!”
There is massive inspiration in The Dambusters’ story. Yet Remembrance
Sunday, at its heart, reminds us again of the other side. It can even summon
us on, beyond the memories, sorrows and hurt of war, to where our friend
27

RECIPE OF THE MONTH
MAPLE SYRUP TART
120g (4 oz) wholemeal flour
60g (2 oz) unsalted butter
1 tablespoon (15g/½ oz) cocoa powder
200g (7 oz) maple syrup
30g (1 oz) unsalted butter
15g (½ oz) cornflour
clotted cream to accompany
Make the pastry by rubbing together the flour and butter until it resembles
breadcrumbs.
Stir in the cocoa powder, and bring it all together with a little water and a
knife. Remember the wholemeal absorbs extra water so will need more than
you may be used to.
Wrap the dough in cling film, and rest in the fridge for at least 6 hours.
Before cooking, roll the pastry out and use it to line six individual tart or
muffin tins, or a flan dish, and return to the fridge for further resting of an
hour or so.
Preheat the oven to 180°C/350°F/ Gas 4
Gently line each case with greaseproof paper and weigh down with cooking
beans or pudding rice – bake blind for 10 minutes.
Remove the lining and beans, and return the pastry to the oven for a further
15 – 20 minutes until coloured and crisp. Set aside to cool.
In a saucepan, slowly heat together the maple syrup and butter.
Whisk together and simmer for a few minutes.
Mix the cornflour with a little water, add in, raise the heat and whisk until
thick.
Pour this straight into the pastry case and serve with a cloud of clotted
cream.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Ketchup - A woman was trying hard to get the ketchup to come out of the
bottle. During her struggle the phone rang so she asked her four-year old
daughter to answer it. “It’s the minister, Mum,” the child said to her mother.
Then she told her caller: “Mummy can’t come to the phone right now. She’s
hitting the bottle.”
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American Film Industry had for many years one significant song at the top of
their one hundred list of music from films; it was ‘Over the Rainbow.’
Andrew’s knowledge of incidental facts about composers was very
illuminating and interesting including information about the composer of the
music ‘Dam Busters’. The composer wrote the music after a march, in a
similar vein to Elgar’s music. Once finished he did not like it so put it away,
but a film producer then requested him to write music for a film that would
be inspiring, and low and behold the Dam Busters became legend!!!
The story accompanying the film Alfie had a history too. Originally the song
was offered to Cher who would not sing it, then to Sandy Shaw who also
refused to sing it. When Cilla Black was approached she agreed to sing it but
with many concessions! Firstly, she wanted Burt Bacharach to rearrange the
song, then to come and supervise the recording, which meant having to fly
over from America, and finally to actually play the piano on the recording
itself which he did! Andrew was certainly a wonderful entertainer who got
members singing and tapping along to the music.
The competition for the month was won by Susan Barclay with Julie
Sheffield second and third was Glenys Brind. At our November meeting we
will have our Annual General Meeting, followed by a quiz. Everyone is very
welcome to attend at 7:00pm 14th November in the Community Centre.
Jo Thomasson
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Ministry statistics published
The number of female clergy in the Church of England continues to rise with
more women than men entering training for ordained ministry for the second
year running, according to recently published statistics. 54% more women
than men began training in 2018. 30%, of the estimated 20,000 active clergy
in the Church of England are female compared to 27% in 2014.
The report also shows the proportion of senior posts such as dean or bishop
occupied by women rose from 23 per cent to 25 per cent over the last year.
The figures do not take into account six new appointments of female bishops
this year, bringing the total so far to 24. The proportion of people identifying
as from black, Asian and minority ethnic backgrounds starting training for
ordained ministry in the Church of England rose to 8% in 2018, compared to
4% in 2016. Around 33%, of people beginning their training last year were
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under 35 years old and 53% were under 45. Meanwhile the number of men
and women ordained as deacon rose from 485 in 2016 to 535 in 2019. The
figures have been released as the Church of England seeks to fulfil a key
target of a 50% increase in the number of candidates for ordination as part of
its programme of Renewal and Reform.
WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers
The monthly lunch at The White Lion is held on the fourth Tuesday of each
month; the next being on the 26th November. Please get in touch with Val
Hayward if you wish to join us for the two-course roast lunch, the cost of
which is now £8.50 (still good value as a cup of tea or coffee is included in
the price) – Val’s number is 662434. Could you please try and let Val know
if you are unable to attend, by the Friday prior to the lunch, as she needs to
book the meals – thank you. There will be no lunch at the White Lion in
December as it would fall on Christmas Eve; the next lunch will be on
Tuesday 28th January 2020.
Events which take place regularly in our hall:
Monday 2:00pm – whist sessions – open to everyone, beginners or
experienced. Come along and someone will welcome you and show you the
ropes. On the first Wednesday of each month there is also an evening session
starting at 7:30pm
Wednesday 1:30 pm – Gentle Exercise Class at a cost of £4
Wednesday 2:00pm – Bridge £2.50 per person including refreshments
Thursday 10:00am there is a coffee morning – all are welcome; come and
chat and enjoy coffee and biscuits (or tea if preferred). We now ask for a
mere £1 for the refreshments.
Thursday 1:30-3:15pm – We enjoy a line dance class led by Steve Mason,
our teacher, the cost is £5. You can leave when you want to. Come and have a
go.

West Mercia Officer Uplift to Reach 215
As Police and Crime Commissioner, visible policing is a priority in my
commitment to ensuring a safer West Mercia. By December 2019 I will have
delivered an extra 215 officers in full across West Mercia, with 10 additional
officers being deployed in Oswestry. The increase in officer numbers within
your community is expected to deliver key service improvements around
officer visibility and accessibility, emergency response times and victim
satisfaction. I will continue to ensure record levels of recruitment and
training to provide your community with the most effective tools to tackle
crime.

Police and Crime Commissioner John Campion
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Potholes – now deeper than the Grand Canyon
If you hate potholes, and doesn’t everyone, here is a statistic that will give
you grim satisfaction: the combined depth of potholes in England is now 15
times that of the lowest point in the Grand Canyon. Plus, a new pothole is
reported every 43 seconds.

There are also ballet classes held weekly by Eleanor Moss for juniors –
These are held after school; details on the notice board at the hall.

In all, nearly 700,000 potholes were
reported on the highways over the past
year. That is a 13 per cent increase on the
previous year, according to data obtained
by the Federation of Small Businesses. As
most local authorities define a pothole as
any dip in the road surface that is 40mm
deep or more, that means that the combined depth of the past year’s potholes
would reach 28km. This is 15 times deeper than the Grand Canyon, and
three times the height of Mount Everest.

On October 1st we celebrated Harvest with a lunch provided by committee
members. We served ham and beef slices, with a choice of salads and home12

No wonder that last year more than £1.9million was paid as compensation to
motorists whose vehicles had been damaged by a pothole.
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made bread rolls. This was followed with fruit pies/crumbles and cheese and
biscuits. We were entertained by Peter Clarke playing “easy-listening” music
on his electric keyboard; many thanks Peter, who has agreed to play for us at
our Christmas tea on 3rd December.
We had planned to visit Cadbury’s World in October, but were advised that
mid-October is very busy, with schools in the area hold their half-term
breaks during various weeks. We are hoping to visit in the New Year instead.
It is still possible to become a member of the club – new members are
always welcome. The subscription is £6 for this year and will then
increase to £7 in 2020.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
Mr Philip Morris celebrates a 90+ birthday on 23rd November and has asked
if we can arrange a fish and chip lunch. This we are willing to do and have
decided on Tuesday 19th November. We will, of course, require names as the
meal will have to be pre-ordered and will cost £5, to include bread and butter
and a cup of tea/coffee. Please speak to Val or myself as soon as possible.
Saturday 30th November 10:00am –12 noon Coffee and Mince Pie Morning
If anyone would like to hire a table in order to sell
items please get in touch, the fee is £5 per table
Tuesday 3rd December – Christmas Tea
Tuesday 10th December – Christmas Lunch at the Sweeney Hotel for which
we now have a menu for perusal; the cost will be £17.50 for 2 courses or
£22.00 for three. Once again we will require names; a list is in circulation. A
£10 per person deposit is required when booking and the balance MUST be
paid prior to 10th December
Gillian Roberts (Secretary) 01691 662236
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Expectant – The rector of a church had just made the happy announcement
that a member of the congregation was with child. Then he reminisced a bit:
‘As far as I know, there have been no pregnancies in this church for years –
until I arrived!’
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Sermons – The secret of a good sermon is to have a good beginning and a
good ending; and to have the two as close together as possible. – George
Burns
13

Suez Canal 150 years old
Egypt was the first country to dig a man-made canal across its lands to
connect the Mediterranean Sea to the Red Sea when Senausert III was
Pharaoh of Egypt 1887 – 1849 B.C. This canal was built to connect the 2
seas via the river Nile and its branches with a view to activating world trade
but it was abandoned due to silting. It was reopened at least 6 times before
the current Suez Canal was opened 150 years ago on 17th November 1869.
On one of these attempts at rebuilding the link 100,000 lives are said to have
been lost.

19 Where Joseph and Mary escaped to with the baby Jesus (Matthew 2:14)
(5)
20 See 18 Across

The first efforts to build a modern canal came from
the Egypt expedition of Napoleon Bonaparte, who
hoped the project would create a devastating trade
problem for the English. This project was begun
in 1799, but a miscalculation estimated that the levels between the
Mediterranean Sea and the Red Sea were too great (estimating that the Red
Sea was some 30 feet higher than the Mediterranean. Dig a canal, his
surveyors said, and the Red Sea will haemorrhage into the Mediterranean.
There was a revival of interest in the project by the French in 1833 but an
outbreak of the plague drove most of the engineers to return home. Another
revival of interest occurred in 1847 when it was confirmed that there was no
real difference in the sea levels between the two seas; unfortunately there
was considerable British opposition to the project and the Ottoman Governor
of Egypt, Mohammed Ali, was ill and less than enthusiastic. In 1854 the
French diplomat and engineer Vicomte Ferninand Marie de Lesseps
successfully enlisted the interest of the Egyptian viceroy Said Pasha in the
project. In 1858 the Universal Company of the Maritime Suez Canal was
formed to cut the canal and operate it for 99 years, after which ownership
would return to the Egyptian government
The pilot study estimated that a total of 2,613 million cubic feet of earth
would have to be moved, including 600 million on land, and another 2,013
million dredged from water. The total original cost estimate was 200 million
francs. When at first the company ran into financial problems, it was Pasha
Said who purchased 44%of the company to keep it in operation; work was
suspended for a short time but then excavation actually began on April 25th
1859, and between then and 1862, the first part of the canal was completed.
14

Funeral – While walking through the churchyard one day, our minister
came across his six-year-old son burying a dead sparrow. With sonorous
dignity the son was using the prayer that he thought his father always said:
“Glory be unto the Faaather, and unto the Sonnn, and into the hole he
goooes.”
Tempted? – Don’t worry about avoiding temptation…as you grow older, it
will avoid you. – Winston Churchill
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Across:
1 He was replaced as king of Judah by his uncle Mattaniah (2 Kings 24:17)
(10)
7 ‘Let us fix our eyes on Jesus... who for the joy set before him — the cross’
8 Relieved (5)
(Hebrews 12:2) (7)
10 Impetuous (Acts 19:36) (4)
11 Surprised and alarmed (Luke 24:37) (8)
13 ‘It is — for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for the rich to
enter the kingdom of God’ (Mark 10:25) (6)
15 Directions for the conduct of a church service (6)
17 One of the acts of the sinful nature (Galatians 5:19) (8)
18 and 20 Down ‘She began to wet his — with her tears. Then she wiped
them with her — ’ (Luke 7:38) (4,4)
21 ‘We will all be changed, in a flash, in the twinkling of an — , — the last
trumpet’ (1 Corinthians 15:51–52) (3,2)
22 ‘But he replied, “Lord, I am — — go with you to prison and to death”’
(Luke 22:33) (5,2)
23 Third person of the Trinity (2 Corinthians 13:14) (4,6)
Down:
1 He betrayed Jesus (Matthew 27:3) (5)
2 Paul’s assurance to the Philippian jailer: ‘Don’t — yourself! We are all
here!’ (Acts 16:28) (4)
3 ‘Fear God and keep his commandments, for this — the whole — of man’
(Ecclesiastes 12:13) (2,4)
4 The sort of giver God loves (2 Corinthians 9:7) (8)
5 Sun rail (anag.) (7)
6 Naboth, the ill-fated vineyard owner, was one (1 Kings 21:1) (10)
9 Paul said of young widows, ‘When their sensual desires overcome their —
to Christ, they want to marry’ (1 Timothy 5:11) (10)
12 This was how Joseph of Arimathea practised his discipleship ‘because he
feared the Jews’ (John 19:38) (8)
14 Mop ruse (anag.) (7)
16 Foment (Philippians 1:17) (4,2)
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Further holdups ensued until on 17th November 1869 the barrage of the Suez
plains reservoir was breached and waters of the Mediterranean flowed into
the Red Sea and the 99½ mile canal was opened for international navigation.
The completion of the canal was a cause for considerable celebration. In Port
Said, the extravaganza began with fireworks and a ball attended by six
thousand people including many heads of state.
It was 1875 before the British government would purchase shares in the
enterprise. Buying the shares owned of Said Pasha for £400,000; France
continued to have a majority interest in the project.
Under the terms of the 1888 Convention of Constantinople, the canal was
opened to vessels of all nations without discrimination, in peace and war.
Britain considered the canal vital to the maintenance of its maritime power
and colonial interests and the Anglo-Egyptian Treaty of 1936 allowed
Britain to maintain a defensive force along the Suez Canal Zone. But
Egyptian nationalists demanded repeatedly that Britain leave; so in 1954 the
two countries signed a seven-year agreement that superseded the 1936 treaty
and provided for the gradual withdrawal of all British troops from the zone.
The canal remained under the control of two powers until President Nasser
nationalized it in 1956 since when it has since been operated by the Suez
Canal Authority. Since then the canal has been closed to navigation twice.
Firstly in 1956 following a British-French-Israeli invasion of Egypt on 29th
October 1956 motivated by the nationalisation; it was reopened in March
1957. The second occurred after the June 1967 war with Israel which lasted
until 5th June 1975.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
On the perils of eating with members of your church

The Rectory
St. James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
One of the rather dubious pleasures of being rector
here is to dine twice a year with Lord and Lady
Shuttlingsloe. I was summoned to go along yesterday evening.
As usual, I was greeted by the footman and led into the entrance hall, where
only a few weeks ago we held the parish Harvest supper for 200 people. I
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relinquished my coat, took a deep breath, and set off to follow him down
endless corridors to the drawing room. The house is rumoured to be haunted,
but I suspect any sounds of footsteps come from guests of previous years,
still wandering the corridors trying to find their way out.

Coffee & Company

There were the usual guests - most of whom were merely continuing
conversations they had had the previous evening at another stately, decaying
pile in the county. They were standing, because all the chairs were occupied
by the Lord’s dogs, and everyone agreed that the dogs looked far too
comfortable to move. Since one aged golden retriever recognised me, having
developed an over-familiarity with my own dog, he amicably let me squeeze
beside him on a sofa - even if it left me for the rest of the evening looking as
if I was wearing an Afghan coat.

Cup of Coffee or Tea

When the meal was ready, the butler arrived with our overcoats, because the
dining room is a cavernous chamber which is largely unheated as birds are
nesting in the chimney. Lord Shuttlingsloe considers this perfectly
acceptable, since his family have been eating in this way for the past 500
years, which is how long most of the present staff have worked there.
Conversation at my end of the table was less than easy, since Lady S dozed
throughout the meal and my companion on the other side seemed to hold me
personally responsible for the Spanish Inquisition. Had I been, she would
most definitely have been on my list for questioning.
As Rector, one has one’s social responsibilities, but I confess, there were
moments when I rather envied your own evening, with a meal on a tray in
front of the television – in a warm house.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Feud
There was a feud between the minister and the choir director of a local
church. It seems the first hint of trouble came when the minister preached on
‘Dedicating Ourselves to Service’ and the choir director chose: ‘I Shall Not
Be Moved’.
Trying to believe it was a coincidence, the minister put the incident behind
him. The next Sunday he preached on ‘Giving’. Afterwards, the choir
squirmed as the director led them in the hymn: ‘Jesus Paid It All’.
16

Come and Enjoy
a
and a chat in

Whittington Church - Thursday 21st November
10:00am – 12:00noon

All are very welcome
Entrance is free
Voluntary Donations to the Church
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
How to become a local hero
Autumn is a time for new ventures, a time to take on new challenges. If you
have any spare time on your hands, you could do so much good in your local
community. Here are just some ideas:
Parish, town or community councillor: Many councils have spare seats,
and would welcome an enthusiastic, committed person.
Charities: Are you drawn to your local hospital, toddlers’ playgroups,
rescuing cats, or helping youngsters out of drug addiction? There will be
any number of local charities who would welcome your help. Larger
national charities with local branches would also welcome you – such as the
RSPB or Friends of the Earth.
Volunteer: Think Linda Snell, the do-gooder of R4’s The Archers. She
may be interfering, but she is indefatigable – and with great energy she
directs Christmas plays, saves historic buildings, and befriends homeless
animals. She is an exemplary volunteer in excellent causes, and you could
be one, as well.
Local club or society: How about cricket or amateur dramatics? Can you
help your local enthusiasts by perhaps becoming club secretary?
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NOVEMBER at Whittington Castle
The Castle Tearoom and shop are now open Wednesday
– Sunday year-round between 10:00am – 4:00pm. We
do open outside these hours for school visits and
functions; please call 01691 662500 for information.
We are planning some new events for 2020 and details will be available
shortly.
Sue Ellis, Castle Manager – Telephone 01691 662500
E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk
Website: ww.whittingtoncastle.co.uk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The poppy leaf
A leaf was first introduced in the 1960s as it was the practice to
make poppy sprays, (an alternative to a poppy wreath), which
were made up of 5 silk poppies attached to 7 pieces of green fern.
Leaves slowly became an optional extra and by 1984 demand for them had
grown to 12 million a year, although they were still issued separately to the
poppy. In 1995 poppies with leaves included were made available for the
first time.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

REMEMBRANCE SERVICE
SUNDAY 10th NOVEMBER
10:30am
With two minutes silence and the laying of wreaths
Celebrant: RT REVEREND SARAH BULLOCK
BISHOP of SHREWSBURY

20

By this time, the minister was losing his temper. Sunday morning attendance
swelled as the tension between the two built. Sure enough, the minister’s
sermon on ‘The Sin of Gossiping’ was followed with the choir director’s ‘I
Love To TellThe Story’.
There was no turning back. The following
Sunday the minister told the congregation that
unless something changed, he was considering
resignation. The entire church gasped when the
choir director led them in: ‘Why Not Tonight’?
Truthfully, no one was surprised when the minister left a week later,
explaining that Jesus had led him there and Jesus was leading him away.
The choir director could not resist: ‘What a Friend We Have in Jesus’.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
60 years of the M1
The first stretch of the M1 motorway opened 60 years ago on 1st November
1959. The first motorway service station opened at the same time – Watford
Gap, a rather successful attempt to confuse motorists, as it is not near the
town of Watford, but close to an obscure Northamptonshire village of the
same name.
Technically not the first piece of motorway in
Britain – that was the Preston bypass, later
part of the M6, which was built the previous
year – the M1 was Britain’s first full-length
motorway, running from what is now Junction 5 (near the town of Watford)
to the current Junction 18 (Crick).
The advent of motorways meant the end for town-to-town or church-tochurch navigation over long distances, with an emphasis on ease of travel.
Engineers who designed the road estimated that about 20,000 cars would use
it each day, but the real figure today is closer to 140,000.
The M1 is now 193 miles long, from Staples Corner in London to Hook
Moor, Leeds. It was completed 20 years ago, in 1999. At first there were no
speed limits, central reservations or lighting on motorways, but a temporary
limit of 70mph was introduced in 1965, and this was soon made permanent.
Tim Lenton 17

75 years after Monte Cassino, D-Day and Kohima and Imphal
This year The Royal British Legion is asking communities to remember the
service, sacrifice, and collaboration of the armed forces of Britain, the
Commonwealth and Allied nations who fought together 75 years ago. In
1944 this collaboration resulted in victory in three critical battles; Monte
Cassino, D-Day, and Kohima and Imphal. At Monte Cassino, an Allied
Army over 240,000 strong, with contingents from six continents, opened the
way to the liberation of Rome. At D-Day 13 nations collaborated to land
156,000 men in Normandy.
But Kohima and Inphal? For many of us these names do not roll off the
tongue so readily; however they produced one of the most ethnically diverse
Armies in history. These battles changed the course of World War II in
South East Asia when an army made up of British, pre-partition India,
Gurkha, and African forces, supported by Naga tribes of north-east India,
and Burmese hill tribes, dealt the Japanese Imperial Army its greatest defeat.
Following the declaration of war by Japan against the British Empire in
December 1941, its army enjoyed a string of victories as Britain lost its
colonies in South East Asia and its armies were forced to retreat back into
Northern British India. In 1943, General William Slim took command of
what would become the 14th Army
- a collected force of British, prepartition Indian, Gurkha, and
African troops who came from
Ghana, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, The
Gambia, Kenya, Uganda, Malawi,
Tanzania, and Zimbabwe.
General Slim had been planning to take his newly trained, rebuilt force on
the offensive by retaking Burma but before he could strike, the Japanese
launched an offensive into India. On 29th March 1944 over 15,000 soldiers of
the Japanese Imperial Army surrounded a mixed British and Indian garrison
of 2,500 men in Kohima. The garrison perimeter was reduced at one point to
just 350 metres square and those forces at Kohima witnessed some of the
worst close quarters fighting of the Second World War. Finally, on the 18th
April a relief column broke through the Japanese siege relieving the British
and Indian forces.
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At the core of this multi-cultural, multi-national force was the British-Indian
army, the largest volunteer army in history. At its height, this force consisted
of approximately 2.5 million men and it played a significant role in many
campaigns across Asia, North Africa and Europe. The Battle of Kohima was
not by any means over at that point - with fighting continuing until the Allied
forces were able to link up with those at Imphal, also in north-east India.
At Imphal, British and Indian forces had been besieged since the 5th April;
however, by mid-May relief forces had fought their way through and by the
22nd June those forces had been completely relieved. The besieged units were
able to carry on fighting thanks to the system of resupply they had
successfully used against the Japanese at the Battle of Admin Box, Burma, in
February 1944. This system relied heavily on supply drops by the RAF who
flew in nearly 19,000 tons of supplies, over 12,000 men and evacuated
around 13,000 casualties. The success of this `Box` system, and the courage
and resoluteness of the 14th Army, inflicted the worst defeat in the history of
the Japanese Imperial Army. The battles of Imphal and Kohima cost the
Japanese Imperial Army dearly, of the 85,000 men that started the battles
53,000 were killed or declared missing. By comparison 14th Army suffered
nearly 17,000 casualties.
By May 1945 the 14th Army had become the largest army in the Commonwealth, approximately one million personnel, it had retaken much of Burma,
including Mandalay and Rangoon, and was preparing to retake Malaya and
Singapore before the Japanese surrendered following the atomic bombs that
had been dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.The legacy of the battles of
Imphal and Kohima echoes on in the inscription taken from a cemetery for
British soldiers who fell at Kohima. That inscription we know as the Kohima
Epitaph:
“When You Go Home, Tell Them Of Us And Say,
For Your Tomorrow, We Gave Our Today”.
The British Legion points out that “The collaboration of Britain with our
Commonwealth friends and Allied nations in 1944 continues to shape our
society today. Many communities, whose ancestors served side by side, now
live side by side in a multicultural Britain.”
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