
   
 
 

 
WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:   
Second Wednesday in the month in the Community Centre 

Secretary: Mrs Sandy Forde                                                            Tel:654610 
 

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:  
Chairman: Jonjo Evans       Tel:671300 

Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis            Tel:662500 
 

BELL RINGING: Details from Brian Rothera   Tel:657778  
                                                                                 
BROWNIES, GUIDES:   
6:00-7:15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre  

Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere              Tel:624390                                                                        
 

BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:  
Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen) 

2 Heather Bank, Gobowen          Tel:658016 

e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com 
 

WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:  
Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions 

Leaders:  Dawn and Mandy                                                      Tel:670127 

Meet in the Community Centre 9:00am – 3:00pm 
 

SENIOR CITIZENS: 
Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning  

All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall 

Secretary:  Mrs Gillian Roberts, 4 Western Avenue   Tel:662236  
 

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE: 
The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White 

Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm.  

 

 CHURCH WEBSITE: www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk  

MESSY CHURCH: https://m.facebook.com/stjohnthebaptistwhittington/ 
 

SCHOOL WEBSITE: www.whittingtonschool.co.uk  
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SUNDAY SERVICES:  

  8:00am    4th Sunday Holy Communion  

                          11:00am   Parish Communion weekly    

 

6:30pm    1st Sunday Holy Communion According to the  

    Book of Common Prayer  

  6:30pm    3rd Sunday Informal worship 

   

4:00pm    2nd Sunday – Explore Together service 

      Messy Church – Currently “At Home” 

 

WEEKDAYS: 9:30am     Holy Communion - Thursday  

                            

RECTOR: Reverend Suzan Williams   Tel:238658 

The Rectory, Whittington SY11 4DF – email: revwilliams1991@icloud.com  

      

CHURCHWARDENS:   
Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington Tel:670940 

 

Mrs G Roberts, 4 Western Avenue, Whittington, SY11 4BP  Tel:662236 

e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com    

 

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington   Tel:656389 
                                                                  
ORGANIST:   Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall   Tel:662116 
 

MAGAZINE:        

Editor:               Miss A Ward, Manor Garden, 5 Boot Street,  Tel:672838 

  Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com 

 

Distribution:      Mrs C Hughes, 9 Rosehill Close, SY11 4DY Tel:662417 

 
WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL:   
Headteacher: Mr Carl Rogers      Tel:662269 

e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk 
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November 2021 

Rector’s Ramblings 
 

I wonder if many of you know that many of our well-known hymns were 

written by individuals in time of trial and difficulty? A time or season where 

they found themselves asking some quite deep and searching questions about 

life, and even if God actually exists and is even concerned with the struggles 

and difficulties that we as human beings are facing. I would like to introduce 

you to two of the plethora of writers over the generations, who found a way 

to express the pain, anguish and loss that we go through in our lives. 
 

Horatio Gates Spafford had two professions in his life: He was an American 

lawyer and also Presbyterian church elder.  He had eight children and a 

loving wife, Anna Spafford.  The inspiration behind “It Is Well With My 

Soul” comes from personal loss. 
 

Two years after losing his four-year-old son to pneumonia, Spafford sent his 

wife and four remaining daughters to England on vacation, intending for 

them to meet his friend evangelist Dwight L. Moody.  He planned to meet 

them there at a later time, after finishing up his business in America.  

Boarding the steamship Ville du Havre, his family’s ship hit another vessel 

in the Atlantic resulting in 226 people losing their lives. Included in the 

death toll were all four of Spafford’s daughters.  Horatio’s wife survived the 

incident, and he received the tragic news via telegram.  The telegram was 

titled “Saved alone”. 

 

And secondly “Amazing Grace” is a Christian hymn published in 1779, with 

words written in 1772 by the English poet and Anglican clergyman John 

Newton (1725–1807). It is an immensely popular hymn and is used for both 

religious and secular purposes. Newton wrote the words from personal 

experience. He grew up without any particular religious conviction, but his 

life’s path was formed by a variety of twists and coincidences that were often  

put into motion by others’ reactions to what they took to be his recalcitrant  

insubordination. He was conscripted into service in the Royal Navy and after 
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CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY:          Tel:830901 
Jacqui Whitley  jacquiwhitley@yahoo.com               
 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: 
Richard Beaman      Tel:659166 
 

BOWLING SECRETARY: 
Hannah Hampson  whittingtonbowlssec@outlook.com    
 

TREASURER: 
Graham Humphreys – grahamhumphreys63@gmail.com Tel:622385 
 

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY: 
Mrs Kath Griffiths       Tel:662116   
 

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON 
AND WEST FELTON: 
Mr Stephen Charmley, The Coppers, Park Street, Oswestry SY11 2HF             

e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk     

Tel: 07870280747  
WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL: 
Amy Jones (Clerk to the Council)                Tel: 829571 

Held the fourth Tuesday in the month        

clerk@whittingtonpc.com 

http://www.whittingtonpc.com  
 

WHITTINGTON YOUTH CLUB: (Facebook page: Whittington 

Youth). Meets every Thursday evening 7:00pm – 8:30pm in the Senior 

Citizens’ Hall; entry fee £2.  A wide range of activities for 10-16 year olds 

supervised by qualified youth workers and activity coaches from The New 

Saints FC Foundation Ltd.  Telephone 01691 889791 or email: 

info@tnsfcfoundation.org.uk for further information 
 

BAPTISM SECRETARY: 
Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington  Tel:681036  

e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk 
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riddle and milked and milked so that it all ran through into the ground and 

was wasted. The cow turned, saw what the witch was doing and vanished. 

The people arriving the next day found the witch rooted to the ground. The 

fairy had imprisoned her within the stones at Mitchell’s Fold and the witch 

was condemned to stay there for ever. Reverend Brewster decorated the 

column with the figures of people milking the fairy cow, and the old witch in 

a high hat. 

 

Most recently these standing stones were incorporated into a video game, 

launched in 2020, called Assassin’s Creed Valhalla which is set in 873 A.D., 

where it is referred to as Mycel Fold. 

 

There were in fact 3 stone circles in the area originally, the second of them 

being the Hoarstone Stone circle of 37 stones standing 1 ½ miles northeast of 

the Fold. The third circle, just over the border near the Welsh village of 

White Grit, less than ½ a mile to the east of the Fold, called the Whetstones. 

This circle, according to a Welsh Royal Commission report of 1911, was 

formed with just 8 or 9 stones, but most of them were blown up in the 1860s; 

when the last stone was uprooted in 1870 charcoal and bones were seen in its 

hole. A local, named John Jones, remembered four stones arranged as though 

forming parts of a circle, with an appendage in a curve ‘like a hook’. 
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leaving the service, he became involved in the Atlantic slave trade. In 1748, 

a violent storm battered his vessel off the coast of County Donegal, Ireland, 

so severely that he called out to God for mercy. This moment marked his 

spiritual conversion but he continued slave trading until 1754 or 1755, when 

he ended his seafaring altogether. Newton began studying Christian 

theology and later became an abolitionist. He carried a huge amount of guilt 

for the rest of his life for his part in the transport of thousands of slaves. 

 

Both writers speak and write from a place of acknowledging that life is often 

far from easy. One from a place of extreme loss and the other from an 

acknowledgement of the things that we do that are wrong, but that it’s God’s 

grace that carries us and is robust enough to absorb our anger, 

disappointment and pain which we need to find healthy ways to express. 

 

We will be holding a ‘Remembering Service’ for those who have been 

bereaved in the last 18 months, or so, on Sunday 7th November at 6:30pm as 

a way of providing a safe space for you to come and be held, with a mixture 

of music, readings and quiet. Please let me know if you would like your 

loved ones’ names to be included in the list that will be read out as part  

of our remembering. You can ring me on 01691 238658 or email: 

revwilliams1991@icloud.com   

 

Every Blessing 

 

 

       Suzan 
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DIARY 

1 ALL SAINTS DAY 

   Whittington Church of England School re-opens 
 

2 2:00 – 3:00pm Praise and Play in church 
 

4 9:30am  Holy Communion 
 

7 THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 
 

 11:00am  Parish Communion 

 6:30pm  ‘Remembering Service’ for those we have lost;   

   more details in the Rector’s Ramblings on pages 2-3 
 

9 12:00 noon Whittington Senior Citizens have a Fish and Chip  

   lunch in their hall; further details on page 8-9 
 

2:00 – 3:00pm Praise and Play in church 

 

10 7:00pm  Whittington WI meet in the Community Centre;  

   further details on page 18-20 

 

11 9:30am  Holy Communion 

 

 7:00 for 7:30pm  Quiz Night at the Cricket Club, teams of 4 £20;  

   further details on page 12 

 

14 SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT –  

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 

 

 10:30am Service of Commemoration with two minutes  

   silence at 11:00am and the laying of wreaths 

 

Please bring your Christmas Shoeboxes to  

4   church; further details on page 11 

the cattle grid onto the moorland. The circle can be found by following the  

track from the car park over the brow of the hill; please keep dogs on leads.  

 

The circle was originally composed of around 30 stones, of 

which 15 remain, ranging in height from 10 inches to 6 feet 

3 inches. The circle is about 88 feet in diameter and was 

erected between 2000-1400 BC. The tallest stone was once 

one of a pair which would have formed the entrance into 

the circle, and it is thought that there may also have been a 

central stone. The reason for these structures is uncertain, 

but may have been a focal point for funeral rites, or maybe 

had a calendrical function, with carefully aligned stones marking important 

lunar or solar events. 

 

Like most stone circles, there are local legends associated  

with Mitchell’s Fold. One legend associates the circle with  

King Arthur, and states that Arthur drew the sword Excalibur  

from one of the stones here to become king of the Britons.  

 

Another tale tells the story of a magic cow and is recorded in the log kept by 

a local cleric. In 1872 a young clergyman by the name of Waldergrave 

Brewster took up the living at the nearby Middleton Church. He kept a 

careful log of everything that occurred in the parish: rainfall and 

temperatures; church and school celebrations; life on local farms and at the 

mines; and any other matter which caught his attention for over a 20-year 

period. Occasionally even, there were pithy comments and anecdotes about 

members of his flock. He also wrote of local folklore and legends told him 

by the elders of the parish. Descriptions of the ‘stage plays’, much akin to 

the old mumming plays, performed in the surrounding villages at the 

beginning of the century, and even the old games played by the children, all 

are included in great detail. His energy brought many gifts and to his church, 

furnishings such as new pews, altar cloths, vessels and even harmoniums. He 

then discovered a gift for carving, and spent years embellishing the church 

by carving the sandstone cap and corbels in the north transcept with the most 

famous local legend, that of the fairy cow at Mitchell’s Fold.  

 

At a time of famine in the district, a kind fairy brought her cow to the local 

people, telling them that each could draw one pail of milk daily. A wicked  

witch, however, who wished much harm to her neighbours, brought along a 
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and Councillor Davis will dig a hole 6 inches wide and 3 feet deep, lined 

with a pipe to keep the tree firm. The tree will be in situ by the last Friday in 

November so the Clerk was asked to arrange for the lights to go up as soon 

as possible after this date.  

4. Fitzgwarine Play Area – Councillors considered the report prepared by 

the Clerk and Working Group suggesting options for consideration and a 

plan for moving the project forward.  It was AGREED that removing the 

Rope Climber (nearing its end of life) and replacing it with a new, large 

climbing frame with integrated slide helped to meet the needs of those 

identified through the consultation. Removing the old train carriages at the 

front of the play area would also free up space to place a few new items for 

the smaller children such as a sea saw and a spinning dish roundabout. It was 

agreed that new items are to be surrounded by a wet pour surface rather than 

grass mats. The project could be funded through a combination of grants, 

reserves and Neighbourhood Fund. The Clerk was asked to further 

investigate the grant funding opportunities and to obtain three quotes for the 

items discussed further at a future meeting.  

 

Next meeting: – This will be face-to-face meetings on Tuesday 26th October 

and Tuesday 23rd November at 7:30pm in the Senior Citizens’ Hall with 

limited space for members of the public wishing to attend. Future meeting 

dates agreed and to be published on the Parish Council website. 

 

The Agendas for forthcoming meetings are available 3 clear days before the 

meeting, either on the Parish Council Website or the two Parish Notice- 

boards, one in Park Hall and one outside the School. The full minutes (in 

draft form) can be read on line two days after each meeting, https://whitting- 

tonpc.com, or via a copy from the Clerk Amy Jones. Tel: 01691 829571 

email: clerk@whittingtonpc.com                 Jill Whitby 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

MITCHELL’S FOLD STONE CIRCLE 

 

Sometimes called Medgel’s Fold or Madges Pinfold, the name may derive 

from “micel” or “mycel”, Old English for “big” referring to the size of the 

circle. This ancient bronze-age stone circle sits on Stapeley Hill on the edge 

of the Stiperstones National Nature Reserve, close to the Shropshire border 

with Wales and has fantastic panorama views of the Black Mountains. It is 

signposted off a minor road through the village of Priest Weston, and whilst  

there is a parking area at the end of the track cars are not permitted beyond  
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15 LAST DAY for magazine material for the December edition of the 

    “Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, Manor Garden,  

   5 Boot Street, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com 

 

16 2:00 – 3:00pm Praise and Play in church 

 

18 9:30am  Holy Communion 

 

21 CHRIST THE KING – LAST SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT 
 

 11:00am Parish Communion 

 6:30pm  Lift your Hearts in Praise in the parish church 
 

23 12:00 noon Whittington Senior Citizens monthly lunch at the  

   White Lion; further details on page 8-9 
 

2:00 – 3:00pm Praise and Play in church 
 

25 9:30am  Holy Communion 
 

7:30pm Cricket/Bowls Club AGM; further details on page 12 
 

27 10:00am-12:00noon Coffee and Mince Pie morning in the Senior  

Citizens’ Hall; further details on page 8-9 
 

28 ADVENT SUNDAY 

 

 8:00am  Holy Communion 

 11:00am Parish Communion  

 

 7:00 for 7:30pm Bingo at the White Lion; further details on page 12 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Extracts from the Parish Registers 

for the month of September 2021   
 

HOLY MATRIMONY  

We sent our Best Wishes to:- 
 

10th September 2021  Bradley Robert Goodsell                            

and Charlotte Ellen Doidge both  

of Tiverton Road, Loughborough                             5 
 

 

mailto:eaw4@btinternet.com


REQUIESCAT IN PACE 
 

“May the Souls of the Faithful Departed Rest in Peace” 
 

16th September 2021 Elizabeth Wood French 

aged 93 of Shrewsbury  

(previously of Walsham Howe Crescent)            

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

HARVEST LUNCH 

 

Just over 60 people enjoyed a wonderful lunch of cold meats, supplied by 

Jamie Ward, salads, and a wide choice of both hot and cold sweets at the 

Harvest Lunch at the beginning of October. Thanks to the generosity of those 

who donated raffle prizes, and an anonymous donation after the lunch, a 

cheque for £200 has been forwarded to the West Midland Air Ambulance 

Charity. And, as a result of the donation of salads and sweets, in excess of 

£550 was raised for church funds. Thank you all so much. 

The Churchwardens 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ITS GONE – BUT NOT FOR GOOD 
 

Many people will now be aware that the post-box 

opposite the Senior Citizens’ Hall has just disappeared, 

without any consultation. The local postman advised  

that the post it was on was rotten, so it had been removed for Health and 

Safety reasons. The Parish Clerk contacted Royal Mail to make some 

enquiries, and to ensure that it is re-instated. They have informed us that 

they have no intention of taking the post-box away permanently and are 

currently in the process of applying to Shropshire Council to reinstate it. 

However, Covid is now making this a lengthier process than usual and 

people are advised to expect up to a 25-week delay (pre-covid this would 

have been 12 weeks). It may be less, but that is what they advised us to say 

as there can be a lengthy delay.                Jill Whitby 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

MOBILE POLICE STATION 
 

A Mobile Police Station will be on the Castle car park at 11:00am on: 

Monday 1st November and Thursday 2nd December. Please drop in and 

have a chat about any issues that concern you, or to say “Hello” to our local 

officers. 
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Parish Projects: 1. Defibrillators – Receive an update from the Clerk who 

reported that all items have now been delivered, including the kit to refurbish 

the phone-box in Hindford. It was AGREED that the defibrillator be 

installed before the painting and maintenance work takes place as this may 

now be delayed due to the weather. Clerk to deliver all cabinets to Highline 

for installation and to let them know that the Babbinswood installation is on 

hold until the disconnection notice has been received from BT. The quote of 

£30+VAT for 3 ‘Defibrillator’ signs around the Babbinswood kiosk was 

APPROVED and the Clerk asked to arrange. The replacement glass for the 

Babbinswood kiosk was discussed and it was agreed to leave this for the 

time being as the Cabinet is designed to be outside so a missing piece of 

glass will not affect the defibrillator.  

2. Vehicle Activated Speed Sign in Park Hall – Receive an update from 

the Clerk who reported that the post has not yet been installed by Shropshire 

Council. RESOLVED to note and the Clerk asked to follow up.  

3. Christmas Light Display – Consider locations for column displays and 

the number of brackets required. The Clerk reported that Highline have 

agreed the same price as in 2020 and it was RESOLVED to have the same 

display as in 2020 – 4 column displays around the church grounds. These do 

not require permission from Highways as they are within the church 

grounds. The Clerk was asked to let the church know and to also liaise with 

the Castle to ensure their flood lights are working during the festive season. 

As out-lined in the Project Plan, Councillors also considered alternative 

locations for additional bracket lights and it was AGREED that four column 

displays (keeping within the £750 budget) would be placed along the Inglis 

Road / North Drive junction. The two steel columns near the bus stop were 

identified as good locations and the Clerk asked to investigate possible 

columns for the remaining two displays. Once agreed, the Clerk will submit 

the relevant paperwork to Shropshire Council, to obtain permission and a 

permit for the lights to be erected.  

 

The Clerk also provided an update on the Christmas tree being supplied by 

Winston Trees. It is going to be larger than previously anticipated, therefore, 

it was AGREED to allocate the full £800.00 budget to decorating the tree 

and purchasing white, festoon lighting (the same as on the Three Trees 

Green); the Clerk to arrange with Highline.  

 

The Clerk reported that Shingler Homes have given written permission for  

the tree (and planted trees) to be situated on the green next to the car park 
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II. Reference: 21/04462/TCA Big House, Station Road Proposed Tree 

Works: To carry out various works to trees including felling of 1 no Cypress 

and 1 no Leylandii (see schedule) within Whittington Conservation Area. It 

was RESOLVED to OBJECT with removal of the Cypress Tree as it is 

considered a landmark within the village and is in a conservation area, but 

have no objection to the Leylandii being removed. Road Safety/Highways. 

III. Reference: 21/04488/HHE (validated 06/09/2021) 24 Drenewydd, Park 

Hall SY11 4AH Proposal: Erection of a single storey rear extension to a 

semi-detached dwelling, dimension 4 metre beyond the rear wall, 4 metres 

maximum height and 2.4 metres high to eaves. The Parish Council have no 

comments to make on this application. 

 

Highways, Pavements and Footpaths: Councillor Davis covered agenda 

item a and b. a) Receive an update regarding the installation of a pavement 

between The Venue and Inglis Road. He reported that the matter is on-going 

and that a site meeting has taken place. An order has been placed for a tree 

contractor to cut back trees; once cut back there will be enough space 

between the edging curb and the fence. It was noted that a better fence is 

needed to ensure the safety of pedestrians using the new footpath. It was 

RESOLVED to note and continue to receive updates on progress.  

b) Receive an update regarding the flooding of Burma Road (by the traffic 

calming, near The Venue). Covered in item a – once the trees have been cut 

back, further progress can be made. RESOLVED to note and continue to 

receive updates on progress.  

c) Community Car Park – Receive an update on the removal of the section of 

fence restricting access to the footpath (Councillors Charmley and Davis); 

Councillor Davis reported that, following a meeting with the site foreman, 

they have agreed to remove a section of the fence. RESOLVED to monitor. 

d) Daisy Lane – Discuss the parking of cars obstructing access, and 

overgrown hedges and shrubs. The Clerk reported that contact had been 

made with the Rector on the matter of the overgrown hedges and shrubs and 

a request made for the Church to write a letter to residents. This was 

NOTED and Clerk asked to follow up with the Rector. It was RESOLVED 

to monitor the issue of cars parking at the bottom of Daisy Lane.  

e) Accident on Church Street – Following a discussion it was RESOLVED 

to request a meeting with Shropshire Council’s Traffic Engineer to look at 

the possibility of installing a Vehicle Activated Speed Sign on this section of 

road and to request an update on the progress being made to extend the 

30mph zone.  
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RESTARTING THE CHURCH CHOIR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As restrictions are eased, and we are able to do more, it is time to consider 

restarting the church choir. We are now back to singing hymns and it would 

be good to have a choir to lead the singing.   

 

If any existing or new choir members would like to join me, please let me 

know on 01691 662116 or email: keith.j.griffiths@btinternet.com . A 

nucleus of half a dozen or so would be a good start – we can discuss which 

day/evening is best for a weekly practice. 

 

It would also be a great help if anyone would consider taking on the running 

of the practices as I have found it very difficult to do from the organ stool! 

 

I look forward to hearing from you.                                         Keith Griffiths 
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Magazine Subscription 
 

Next month there will be an envelope stapled to the  

front of your magazine for your “Ripple” £5.50  

subscription money. For those who pay yearly in  

advance this means a free magazine over buying a copy singly each 

month. Subscription is the only way to guarantee your monthly copy 
 

Please return your subscription to your delivery person before the end of 

December to take advantage of the reduction.  In these special times 

please return your envelope to the person making your delivery, if you 

can, to make their task easier. Thank you. Have you put your name on 

the envelope? 
 

Everyone involved with the magazine says thank you for your continued 

support and expresses special thanks to all distributors. 
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Village Advent windows 
 

Decorate a window in your house or shop 

 

First window to be revealed on 
Wednesday 1st December 

 

Contact Suzan to sign up 01691 238658 
or Email revwilliams1991@icloud.com 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The monthly Tuesday lunches at the White Lion are being well supported 

and enjoyed by all of us that attend; the company, and meeting socially, are 

very much appreciated by everyone. They are held on the fourth Tuesday 

and have to be booked in advance. The cost is £10 per person and includes a 

two-course meal and a cup of tea or coffee.  I must emphasise that once a 

lunch has been ordered it must be paid for as the club will be expected to pay 

for the meal should you not turn up.   Please contact ME on 01691 662236 

if you wish to join us, the next one is on 23rd November.  Membership of the  

club is not a necessity if you would like to join us one month but many 
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answered if the Officer is on duty. If your call is not answered please leave  

your name, number and a brief message; officers will respond at their earliest 

convenience when next on duty. 

 

Police Report: It was reported that:  Assaults had been recorded for the 13th 

and 23rd August 2021; a Public Order offence for 20th August 2021 and a 

Road related offence had taken place on 28th August 2021. Incidents that 

have been omitted for data protection or non-crime dealt with by the police 

were: Domestic incident (1); Concern for safety (4); Suspicious incident (4); 

Found knife, car hanging around, male in bush; Anti-social behaviour (3); 

Loud group (Facebook), report of drunk male; Missing person (1) and 

Highway disruption (including traffic collisions) (1). 

 

Shropshire Councillors Report: Steve Charmley had no matters to report 

from Shropshire Council. 

 

Planning: a) Recent planning decisions published by Shropshire Council: 

I. Reference: 21/03457/FUL (validated 13/07/2021) Oakmill Cottage,  

Whittington Rd, Gobowen SY11 4NQ Proposal: Erection of two storey side 

extension and single storey conservatory to replace existing. Decision: Grant 

Permission. 

II. Reference: 21/02419/FUL (validated 12/05/2021) North Lodge, Twmpath 

Lane SY10 7AH Proposal: Erection of single storey rear extension 

Decision: Grant Permission. 

III. Reference: 21/02797/FUL (validated) Gracelands, Ellesmere Road SY11 

4DJ Proposal: Change of use from Care Home to single dwelling Decision: 

Withdrawn. 

 

Resolved to note: b) To consider planning applications: 

I. Reference: 21/03939/FUL (validated 11/08/2021) and 21/03940/LBC 

(validated 11/08/2021) Big House, Station Road SY11 4DB Proposal:  

Erection of a replacement garden room extension to incorporate a new roof 

over part of the utility section following demolition of existing rear garden 

room and side extension utility roof; removal of modern brick chimney stack 

and replacement with a stainless-steel flue affecting a Grade II listed 

building. It was RESOLVED to MAKE A REPRESENTATION with the 

following comment: The Parish Council request that the Planning Officer 

ensures that the new stainless-steel flue will be in keeping with the listing of 

the building which is within a conservation area. 
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WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS 

Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers 
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All Councillors were in attendance, and two members of the public were 

present. 

 

KEY ITEMS: Public Participation – To allow public participation in 

accordance with the Council’s Standing Order procedure: Members of the 

public spoke on concerns regarding the poor state of the garden of 

remembrance within the church grounds (closed churchyard) which was used 

for the interment of ashes. Weeds are becoming an issue and rubbish is 

overflowing from the bins. It was agreed that the matter be referred to the 

Friends of Whittington Cemetery to see if they can provide any support in 

the interim with the maintenance whilst the Clerk investigates who is 

responsible for its ongoing maintenance. 

 

Your Local Police Officer and Community Support Officers Contact 

Numbers: Local Police Officer: - PC 3718 Kate Le’Clere – 07870219518 

Police Community Support Officers: - PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes – O78702 

19190; and PCSO 40279 Pete Roberts – O7870219019 

 

About your Team: Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and 

partners to identify, tackle and solve issues that matter to the community  

where you live. An investment in mobile tablet style computers enable 

officers to spend more time on patrol on the street and in neighbour-hoods.  

Officers will continue to come to people when they need them and provide a 

high-quality service however you contact us - in person (on the street, at 

community bases and at partners and communities together [PACT] 

meetings), on the phone or online.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the event of a Police emergency call 999 for urgent attention; or ring 101  

for non-emergency calls. The Police mobile numbers above will only be  

28 

people that do come end up becoming a member of the club – we are a 

friendly bunch. 

 

The weekly coffee morning on Thursdays is proving very popular when we 

have a good natter and catch up. The same applies here, membership is not a 

requirement.  We are always open to new members however and member-

ship is currently £7 per year, but people have generously been giving £10. If 

you feel apprehensive about joining, why not come along for a coffee on a 

Thursday morning and meet one or two of our members who will put you at 

your ease. We meet any time after 10:00am and finish when the last person 

realises that they have a home to go to – only joking. 

 

On the 5th October 34 of us sat down to our Harvest Lunch; we enjoyed a 

cold meal of beef and ham delivered by Jamie Ward; this was accompanied 

by a selection of salads and new potatoes. The puddings that followed were 

blackberry and apple crumble, baked by two of our members, and apple 

strudel provided by Marion, our treasurer.  These were served with a choice 

of cream, ice cream or custard, and were followed by cheese and biscuits – 

not bad for £10. 

 

Also, in October, we received the sad news that a former committee member 

and secretary of the club had passed away at Brook House Nursing Home. 

Margery Morris was 97 years old and some of us had visited on several 

occasions to celebrate various birthdays, but had not been able to do so these 

last two years. RIP Margery. We also learnt that another of our long-time 

committee members has decided to leave the village and move to Surrey to 

be with her son.  Bette Guyatt (or ‘Mrs G’ as she was known to some) is 96 

years old and previously owned the Three Trees Store.  We hope Bette will 

be very happy in her new accommodation along with her cat, Joe.  

 

Dates for the diary: 

9th November A Fish and Chip Lunch to celebrate the life of dear Philip;  

Names are needed by 3rd November please as we need to 

book meals in advance. 

27th November A Coffee and Mince Pie morning between 10:00am –  

12:00noon. Tables can be booked at £5 if you wish to sell 

any items. Donations for a Tombola would be welcome. 

Entry is by donation and the Raffle will be £1 a go. 

7th December   Christmas Tea 
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Whittington Parish Council News, 

Meeting held on Tuesday 28th September 2021  

Get in touch - 101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime   

 oswestryrn.snt @westmercia.pnn.police.uk  

 www.westmercia.police.uk  

  / @Oscops - Only call 999 in an emergency, when a crime is in  

progress or life is in danger. 

 



14th December  Christmas Lunch at Henlle Golf Club; I  

now have the menu and if you are  

interested in joining us please ask me for  

a copy; the price is £25 for 4 courses;  

numbers and a deposit of £10 per person  

are required by 23rd November. 

Gillian Roberts Secretary 01691 662236 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Steve Mason has recommenced 

line dancing classes in the Senior 

Citizens’ Hall. The classes now run  

between 7:30 – 9:00pm on Monday evenings. The cost is £6 per session for 

upper beginners or improvers. Please call: 07963662426 for details. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

THANK YOU 

 

Thank you – that is to all those who sponsored David 

Wynne on this year’s ‘Phil Morris Memorial 

Sponsored Ride & Stride’. David did you proud. He 

raised £280.00 for the Historic Churches Trust. As 

you will recall half that figure will soon be returned to  

us. I am sure the PCC Building Committee will spend it wisely. But, of 

course, in time, as we have in the past, we shall likely benefit from the other 

£140.00. The SHCT, as it is called, is a grand source of support for the 

preservation of Shropshire churches. 

 

You may have had the chance already to see David’s note in Church 

detailing exactly where he went on his bike. Leaving us, cheered on by the 

County Organiser himself, our David was soon at Gobowen, St Martins and  

thence Criftins of course. It was not long before his next lap took in 

Ellesmere, Welshampton and Colemere. He stopped at Cockshut for a very 

short but well-deserved break. The afternoon was quite a trip in itself, 

starting with the wonderfully named St Raphael & St Isidore, in Petton. 

After a visit to our namesake Church in Ruyton- XI-Towns, he was in the 

home-stretch via West Felton. He did 56 kilometres in total. (Ok if you 

insist, 35 miles). But what a trooper. 

 

Thank you, David again. You have shown us the way to think on about the 

2022 event.                Don Howard 
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NO LONGER BIG ENOUGH! 

 

Our traditional front gardens are 

disappearing at a phenomenal rate, as more 

and more of us turn our green space into a 

driveway for car parking. 12% of people in  

the UK have now converted either some of or all their front garden into a 

parking spot, according to a recent survey by Direct Line Home Insurance. It 

is not just those who are fed up with crawling the streets outside their 

properties looking for a space to park, but also the bestselling modern cars 

have become bigger by about up to a third.  A comparison of the most 

popular models sold in 1965 and 2020 had found that most popular modern 

models have expanded from 59 inches (1.5m) in width to 71 inches (1.8m) in 

width. Their length has gone from 153.5 inches (3.9m) to 169 inches (4.3m).  

The most popular 2020 model, the Ford Fiesta, has a width of 66 inches 

(1.7m). Yet the average garage door is still only 82 inches wide (2.1m), often 

leaving just six inches (15cm) each side of the vehicle. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Doctor Livingstone, I presume? 

 

150 years ago, on 10th November 1871, Welsh  

journalist and explorer Henry Morton Stanley  

located the missing missionary Dr David  

Livingstone near Lake Tanganyika, in present- 

day Tanzania. He may or may not have greeted him with the words: “Doctor 

Livingstone, I presume?” Stanley’s real name was John Rowlands. He was 

born in Denbigh to an unmarried 18-year-old who abandoned him, ending up 

in a workhouse until he was 15. He then went to America, where he changed 

his name and became an American citizen. When he found Livingstone, he 

was working for the New York Herald. 

 

Known for his strength of will, Stanley also had an African name – Bula 

Matari – Breaker of Rocks. Much of his life was spent in Central Africa, and 

his reputation was mixed: he was said by some to be violent toward 

Africans, but by others to have treated them well. His feats as an explorer 

were impressive: he played a big part in locating the true source of both the 

Nile and the Congo, and he helped open up the Congo on behalf of King 

Leopold of Belgium. Though not overtly religious, he felt he was engaged in 

a “sacred task”. He was re-naturalised a British subject in 1892, following 

his marriage.                                                                          Tim Lenton    27 

 

 

 

 

 



Sorry, Lord, I just couldn’t make it 
 

The bells ring out on Sunday morn, 

O did you hear their call? 

They call the faithful ones to pray 

To Church they summon all. 
 

But Lord, I cannot come today, 

I live a busy life, 

Still, when there’s something special on 

I’ll try and send the wife. 
 

It poured with rain last Sunday 

An inch or two, I bet. 

You surely can’t expect me then –  

I’d get my new suit wet. 
 

Today the sky is blue and clear, 

But the car’s as black as ink 

And if I do not clean it soon, 

What will the neighbour think? 
 

You know I do my bit, dear Lord 

I have a golden rule, 

I sometimes send my kids along 

To be at Sunday school. 
 

But I really couldn’t come as well, 

There’s grass to mow, and beds to weed 

Shelves to fix, a dog to walk, and  

Sunday newspapers to read. 
 

And now this day has ended, Lord 

How fast the weekends go! 

I ask for faith and strength this week 

For I feel (spiritually) quite low.  
 

Inflame, O Lord, my feeble faith 

My lamp burns rather dim, 

For God depends on me, of course, 

26  And I depend on Him.     Anon 

Shoe Box Appeal 
 

Send love in a box! It is time to take part in the shoe box 

appeal again. The closing date for completed boxes is:  
 

Wednesday 17th November 
 

In 1990 Wrexham business man Dave Cooke and his wife Jill, felt called to 

do something in response to the plight of Romanian orphans at the end of the 

Cold War.  Dave’s sister Jan, came up with the concept of the shoebox gift 

as a form of easily transportable ‘Christmas stocking’, wrapped and packed 

with love. A local radio appeal for blankets, toys, medical supplies and 

transportation resulted in just under 3,000 boxes filling 7 lorries. Three years 

later, and with a generous donation of 11,000 boxes from a church in 

Calvary, Canada, 28,000 shoebox gifts were sent to children in the Balkans.  

Also in 1993, the BBC organised a live Songs of Praise link-up between St 

Giles Church, Wrexham and a church in Romania focused on the project. 

This elevated the campaign to a nationwide appeal. Now more 

than 178 million children in more than 150 countries have received an 

Operation Christmas Child shoebox.  
 

Over 1.1 million local volunteers have been trained to teach ‘The Greatest 

Journey’, a follow-up discipleship course for recipients. 23.3 million 

children have enrolled in this 12-lesson program to learn how to follow 

Christ and more than 11.2million of them have accepted Jesus as their 

Saviour as a result. They now pray and share their faith with family and 

friends; new churches are starting and communities are being transformed. 
 

Any toys, hygiene items or school items are welcome; packed in boxes, 

decorated with Christmas paper, marked for either a girl or a boy in age 

ranges 2-4, 5-9 or 10-14 and held together by an elastic band.  
 

But do not include: toothpaste, sweets, lotions, liquids, used or damaged 

items, war-related items, seeds, gum, chocolate or food items, religious 

or political literature, medicines, aerosol cans, sharp or fragile items; 

these will a all be removed when the boxes are checked. 
 

Completed boxes can be left at the Rectory, brought to church, or for 

collection please ring Kath Griffiths on 662116. There are leaflets and empty  

boxes at the rear of the church.       Thank you.                       Kath Griffiths 
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WHITTINGTON BOWLS CLUB 

 

The renovation of the bowling green was  

successfully completed at the end of September and  

thanks to all those who helped to carry out this work. 

 

A Quiz Night has been arranged for Thursday 11th November 7:00 for a 

7:30pm start - teams of four - £20. To register please contact Jacqui at:  

jacquiwhitley@yahoo.com to register. 

 

The AGM will be held in the Clubhouse on Thursday 25th November 7:30 

pm - all members are requested to attend along with anyone wishing to 

join the club for next season.                 Mike Brunt 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

SUNDAY 28th NOVEMBER 

at THE WHITE LION 

7:00pm for a 7:30pm start 

 
Join us on the last Sunday evening each month for “Eyes Down” 

 

So far this Summer, sessions have raised £70 for the Festival on the Field, 

and £65 for the Veterans Aware Project, both at the Orthopaedic Hospital. 

Each month the money raised goes to a local charity. 

Bryan Williams 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Champagne – My husband and I were delighted the day we finally bought 

our own home. After years of renting, it was wonderful to own something. 

Our minister even gave us a bottle of champagne to mark the occasion. But 

in the hustle and bustle of getting moved in, his champagne was put in a 

cupboard and forgotten.  Months later, we held a Baptism party for our third 

child. Wine flowed until, running short, we suddenly remembered the 

housewarming gift of champagne. So, in front of our guests, I opened the 

attached card from the minister and read it aloud: “Dave, take good care of it 

– this one is really yours!” 
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Just the thing to have warming in the oven after a fireworks’ display or a 

long winter walk; serve with the Beetroot Gratin for a change.  
 

SAUSAGE AND CARAMALISED RED ONION HOTPOT 

       serves 4 

  Olive oil for frying 

  8 good quality pork sausages 

  2 red onions, peeled and finely sliced 

  2 knobs of butter 

  1 tbsp soft brown sugar 

  3 sprigs of thyme, leaves only 

  150g (5 oz) button mushrooms, cleaned and quartered 

  2 tbsp aged balsamic vinegar 

  200ml (7 fl oz) red wine 

  200 ml (7 fl oz) beef stock 

  Small handful of parsley roughly chopped 

  Sea salt and fresh ground pepper 
 

Oven 180ºC / gas 4 

Place a large hob-proof casserole dish over a medium heat. Add a dash of oil 

and fry the sausages until coloured all over. Transfer to a plate and set aside. 

Add the onions and a couple of knobs of butter to the empty casserole dish. 

Stir in the sugar and thyme, then cook for 10-15 minutes over a medium 

heat, stirring occasionally until the onions are completely caramelised. 

Add the mushrooms, stir, and continue to cook for 5 minutes. 

Add the cooked sausages, red wine and some salt and pepper to the dish, 

bring to the boil and bubble for 4-5 minutes to burn off the alcohol and 

reduce slightly. 

Add the stock, (You can use a beef stock cube in boiling water if necessary), 

bring to the boil, then transfer to the oven for 18-20 minutes, uncovered, 

until the sausages are cooked through and the sauce is thick.  

Sprinkle the finished dish with parsley before serving. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Hold her hand – While out in the town, I saw an elderly couple holding 

hands while they were walking. As they approached, I commented on how 

romantic it was. The man replied, “We have been holding hands when we go 

out in public for over 30 years. I have to. If I let go, she shops.” 
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
 

 

Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine 

mailto:jacquiwhitley@yahoo.com


RED POPPIES SOLD FOR THE FIRST TIME  

ON 11th NOVEMBER 1921 

 

Around 30 million poppies are sold each year by the Royal British Legion to 

raise funds to provide serving and ex-service personnel with financial 

support, advice, employment, mobility, housing and mental health facilities. 

 

Canadian army physician Lieutenant-Colonel John McCrae wrote the poem 

“In Flanders Field” after presiding over the funeral of a friend, Lieutenant 

Alexis Helmer, who had died in the Second Battle of Ypres.  

 

In Flanders fields, the poppies blow 

Between the crosses, row on row 

That mark our place, and in the sky 

The larks, still bravely singing, fly. 

 

This image inspired the adoption of a red poppy as the symbol of all soldiers 

who had died in conflict. Once again, this year on Sunday closest to the 11th 

November we will gather at war memorials throughout the country, and at 

the national ceremony at the Cenotaph in London’s Whitehall for a two-

minute silence. The Queen will pay tribute alongside Members of the 

Cabinet, Opposition Party leaders, former Prime Ministers, representatives of 

the Armed Forces, Fishing Fleets and Merchant Air and Navy, as well as 

High Commissioners of Common-wealth countries and many others. All will 

wear a red poppy. 

         

Today we are more aware than ever that battles are fought mainly by young 

people, and many of those who survive bear scars for life. The act of 

‘remembering’ will not only look back to mark their sacrifice, but also yearn 

to learn lessons for the future. 

 

Reflecting on the poem, “In Flanders Fields”, the American professor Moina 

Michael, wrote: 

And now the Torch and Poppy Red 

We wear in honour of our dead. 

Fear not that ye have died for naught; 

We’ll teach the lesson that ye wrought 

In Flanders Fields. 

The Ven John Barton 
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Christmas Concert 
An evening of Christmas music 

and festive readings 
 

at St John the Baptist Church 
 

on Thursday 16th December  

8.00pm 
Conductor: Richard Walker Organist: Sarah Boutwood 

 

Tickets £10 – (under 18s free) 
(includes mulled wine and mince pies)   

 

Available from the Rector, Suzan Williams 
Telephone: 01691 238658/07921825532 or 

revwilliams1991@icloud.com 

 

Follow us on Facebook (use symbol) @PhoenixShrews or 

Twitter (use symbol) @PhoenixShrews    
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Our affection for Premium Bonds 

 

Whilst our savings earn us little interest, it is surprising 

that more of us are investing in Premium Bonds –  

which have never paid interest. They went on sale on 5th  

November 1956, 65 years ago, and were designed to  

encourage us to save following the end of WWII by  

offering cash prizes instead of interest.  

 

On the first day alone, £5 million worth of Bonds were  

bought (equivalent to about £120 million today). The name of the machine 

that generated the winning numbers – the Electronic Random Number 

Indicator Equipment, shortened inevitably to Ernie – became common in 

everyday conversation. 

 

There is no guarantee that you will ever win, which in many people’s eyes 

defines Premium Bonds as gambling, though the counter to that argument is 

that you can never lose your stake. You do, however, lose whatever interest 

you would have accrued if you had invested your money elsewhere. The 

current odds against each £1 Bond winning a prize are 34,500 to 1. This has 

been described as “a gamble with very poor odds”. Nevertheless, Premium 

Bonds are said to be held by more than 22 million people, or about 1 in 3 of 

the UK population. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

There are more frightening things than bishops out there…. 

        The Rectory 

St. James the Least of All 

My dear Nephew Darren  

 

You really should not worry about having reversed 

your car into the bishop’s gatepost, knocking it over 

and destroying his rose-beds. It gives him an  

opportunity to exercise Christian forgiveness. Your real mistake was 

scribbling a note of apology and pushing it through his letterbox. Far better 

would have been to have sent an anonymous letter (and to have written it on 

lined notepaper in capital letters, preferably in green ink, to make it look 

truly authentic) saying that you had seen the archdeacon do it, and then you 

had watched him drive off without stopping. That would have taken the 

minds of the senior clergy away from parish matters for quite some time. 
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14  ‘Jesus found a young donkey and — upon it’ (John 12:14) (3)  

15  Liverpool dialect (6)  

19  ‘Remember the — day by keeping it holy’ (Exodus 20:8) (7)  

20  Nineteenth-century German physicist after whom the unit of electrical  

      resistance is named (3)  

24  Nazirites were not allowed to eat this part of a grape (Numbers 6:4) (5)  

25  ‘If anyone would come after me, he must — himself and take up his  

     cross and follow me’ (Mark 8:34) (4)  

26  Evil Roman emperor from AD54 to 68, responsible for condemning  

      hundreds of Christians to cruel deaths (4)  

27  See 18 Across 

 
ANSWERS TO OCTOBER’S CROSSWORD QUIZ 

 

ACROSS: 1 dare; 3 cherubim; 9 son Tohu; 10 yield; 11 ranch; 12 enlist; 14 

Baalah of Judah; 17 Edward; 19 Sheol; 22 media; 23 open air; 24 apostasy; 

25 Eton 
 

DOWN: 1 describe; 2 run in; 4 household gods; 5 royal; 6 blessed; 7 MIDI; 

8 Joshua; 13 children; 15 added to; 16 Jasper; 18 await; 20 exalt; 21 YMCA 
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Across: 

1   In David’s battle with the Arameans, 700 of these were killed (2 Samuel  

     10:18) (11) 

9   ‘No — , impure or greedy person has any inheritance in the kingdom of     

      God’ (Ephesians 5:5) (7) 

10  City on the banks of the River Nile (5)  

11  Stamped addressed envelope (1,1,1)  

13  Taverns (4)  

16  ‘Be on your guard; stand — in the faith’ (1 Corinthians 16:13) (4)  

17  ‘He will not always — , nor will he harbour his anger for ever’ (Psalm  

      103:9) (6)  

18 and 27 Down  Where the magi came from and what guided them  

      (Matthew 2:1–2) (4,4) 

20  Ancient Celtic alphabet of 20 characters (4)  

21  She married Esau when he was 40 years old (Genesis 26:34) (6)  

22  A great-grandson of Noah (Genesis 10:7) (4)  

23  Title accorded to certain Roman Catholic clerics (abbrev.) (4)  

25  ‘My house will be a house of prayer; but you have made it a — of  

      robbers’ (Luke 19:46) (3)  

28  Annie (anag.) (5)  

29  Plead with (Zechariah 7:2) (7)  

30  Tenth foundation of the new Jerusalem (Revelation 21:20) (11) 

 

Down: 

2  ‘We have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by —  

    hands’ (2 Corinthians 5:1) (5) 

3   Uncommon excellence (Proverbs 20:15) (4)  

4  ‘You have exalted my horn like that of a wild ox; fine — have been  

    poured upon me’ (Psalm 92:10) (4)  

5  — Homo (‘Behold the Man’) (4)  

6   ‘He has given proof of this to all men by — him from the dead’ (Acts  

7   ‘Our — is in heaven’ (Philippians 3:20) (11)                             17:31) (7) 

8   ‘This is a day you are to — ’ (Exodus 12:14) (11)  

12  Assault (Psalm 17:9) (6)  
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No, never worry about the wrath of bishops; dangers lurk much nearer home. 

For a start, never incur the displeasure of your flower arrangers. I only 

crossed their path once – and arrived in church the following Sunday, to see 

a ten-foot-high floral arrangement at the front of church. I assumed it was by 

way of making amends, until I discovered it had been placed in front of the 

pulpit. I was obliged to preach, hidden behind a large multicoloured hedge, 

while the congregation listened to what were apparently talking 

chrysanthemums.  

 

A colleague offended his own ladies and arrived to find that the contents of 

the safe had been removed and replaced with all those exotic pieces of 

equipment that seem to be indispensable for arranging flowers. He was 

obliged to administer Communion using a small vase until peace was re-

established and his chalice returned to him. 

 

Similarly, organists are a delicate breed. Congratulate him on the anthem, 

and if it happened to be unaccompanied, he would assume you were 

implying that the services were better without his playing. Offend your 

organist and you can be guaranteed that hymns will be played at either half 

or double speed, stopping one verse short and that the final piece of music as 

you process out will stop, leaving you and the choir stranded halfway down 

the aisle. 

 

And finally, never, ever upset your verger. One forgotten Christmas present 

and you can be sure you will get half-way through a baptism to find he 

hasn’t put water in the font; at marriage services, the sheets for last week’s 

funeral will have been accidentally put out and when you sit in your stall you 

will discover where he now stores the mop and bucket. 

 

No, bishops are warm, fluffy bunnies; real dangers lurks much nearer home. 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Rooms – When the vicar moved his family into the large Victorian vicarage, 

a member of the congregation asked the young son how he liked his new 

home. “It’s great,” the little boy replied. “At last I have my own room, and 

Mike has his own room, and Jemma has her own room, and Robbie has his  

own room. But poor Mum is still in with Dad.” 
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If at first you DO succeed, try not to look astonished. - Anon 

 



CONGRATULATIONS 

 

We send our grateful thanks and very best wishes to 

both Lawrence Mortimer and Arthur Drowley who 

have both reached milestones in October. 

 

Lawrence marked his 50th Anniversary since his 

Priesting, and Arthur his 65th Anniversary since his 

Ordination. Ordination occurs, usually twelve 

months, prior to Priesting. As recipients of their 

teaching know – neither is yet retired! 

 

If you have family or friends celebrating a special birthday or anniversary 

and would like to have it mentioned in the magazine, do please get in touch 

with the editor. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

NOVEMBER at Whittington Castle 

 

There are currently no especial events planned for  

November. However, the Castle tearoom and shop  

remain open between 10:00am – 4:00pm between 

Wednesday and Sunday each week. 

 

The swans are now not always present, they do  

wander from time to time, so do keep an eye out for them. It is possible that 

one of the cygnets has moved to a new home and may not return at all. 

 

Sue Ellis, Castle Manager – Telephone 01691 662500                                                                   

E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk -Website: ww.whittingtoncastle.co.uk  

 

NB: We have learnt that Sue has decided to move on to new adventures. On 

behalf of all the villagers we would like to thank her for all that she has done 

whilst being Castle Manager. She has worked tirelessly for many years to 

promote the Castle far beyond the confines of the village; thank you Sue, and 

enjoy whatever comes your way in the future. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Stewardship – Our church launched a new Stewardship Campaign, which 

instead of holding a series of events, decided to focus on one big fundraising 

event. The evening became known as “putting all our begs in one basket.” 
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sent to Lancashire for the clog making industry. A new generation of alders 

has been planted on the same site and the coppiced wood turned into 

charcoal to be sold for use on barbeques.  

 

Green Alder (Alnus Virens), is a much smaller  

tree, or large shrub, is a native of Central Europe.  

It has large black cones and is planted extensively  

in Northamptonshire, a watery county.  
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He uses statistics as a drunken man uses lamp-posts...  

for support rather than illumination. - Andrew Lang 

 



The Christmas meeting will have a Secret Santa to the value of £5.00. At  

future meetings we will be serving only coffee/tea and biscuits; a rota was 

circulated for volunteers. Details of a lunch at Origins were provided. 

 

New members are always welcome at our monthly meetings, which are now 

held on the 2nd Wednesday of the month in the Community Centre, starting 

at 7:00pm       Jo Goodall 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

AN AFTERNOON IN THE NOVEMBER GARDEN 

 

1. Clear up fallen leaves – especially from lawns, ponds and beds. 

2. Raise containers onto pot feet to prevent waterlogging. 

3. Plant tulip bulbs for a spring display next year, and winter bedding 

plants as well. 

4. Put out bird food to encourage winter birds into the garden. 

 

FLOWER OF THE MONTH:   CYCLAMEN COUM 

 

The flowers of the Cyclamen Coum come 

with pink, white and ruby flowers, and 

have attractive silvered leaves. Grown 

from woody corms these plants will 

naturalise under hedges or trees; seeming 

to prefer west facing.  

 

This should not be confused with cyclamen Persica, which is not hardy, but a 

pretty and scented form for a window ledge, in the house, with good light. 

 

TREE OF THE MONTH  ALDER ALNUS GLUTINOSA 

 

This deciduous tree has finely toothed leaves and 

attractive stems of catkins and tiny black cones. It has 

the unusual ability to turn nitrogen from the air into a 

useful plant food for itself, using bacteria in its root 

nodules.; alder thrives in wet conditions. 

 

Years ago, it was grown on the banks of the River 

Clun, using its roots to stabilise the edge and prevent 

flooding. Coppicing provided wood which was then  
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A message from the Drowleys’ – To our Friends at Whittington Church: 
 

What a lovely surprise, following on from the celebration of Arthur’s 65th 

anniversary of ordination, to receive a very generous cheque from members 

of the church – thank you all so much for your kindness. For Arthur it has 

been a great privilege to share something of his 65-year ministry with you 

here in Whittington and we are both very grateful for the way you welcomed 

us into the church when we moved to the parish 16 years ago.   

 

Now back to the cheque! We understand that the money received was from 

donations given at the beginning of last year when we were planning to 

move to Hereford; – then of course Covid arrived, all our plans came to a 

halt and the lockdown confirmed that Whittington was the place we were 

meant to be. So here we are and we think it unlikely now that we shall move.  

 

Which leaves us with a dilemma as your generous gift was for something 

that won’t now be happening! Having thought about it and talked with one or 

two in the church, we would like to give the greater part of the gift to our 

church, accepting a smaller part in recognition of Arthur’s 65th anniversary 

and as a token of your love and friendship towards us. We trust that you will 

all be happy with this. 

 

Thank you again for your generosity and we look forward to sharing with 

you here for the foreseeable future. 

With our love, Arthur and Julie 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Family tree – At a drinks party at a wealthy golf club, the conversation 

turned to the subject of ancestry. “Of course, we trace our family back to 

coming over with William the Conqueror,” observed one lady with 

satisfaction.  She turned to a second woman, who was new to the club, and 

asked, “What about you dear? Can you go back very far?” “Not very far,”  

came the reply.  “You see, all the early family records were lost in the Flood.” 
 

 
 
President Marian Young welcomed everyone to the Annual General 

Meeting, including new ladies Alison Wooton and Clare Bromley. The 

committee was re-elected with the exception of Margaret Nicholas who 

decided to stand down. The president said how much we owed to Margaret’s  
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contribution to the WI over many years. Sandy Forde read the Annual 

Report, which included the following: 
 

• In March 2020, at our Spring Show, there was concern about the virus 

as elbow exchanges started to become the norm 

• How astonishing that it is only now that we meet as a WI together 

indoors (but still social distancing) 

• The determination of the members to meet in the warmer weather 

enabled them to engage in quizzes, coffee and cake, plus a Plant Show 

in the castle grounds 

• The committee decided that it would be a good idea to provide members 

with firstly a Christmas gift bag, and later in the year an Easter gift bag, 

both of which were well received. 

• In order to maintain contact with members, various strategies were used 

especially phone calls for members on the WI Whatsapp group and also 

a newsletter. 

• In August, the first main outdoor meeting for all to attend was held at 

Sandy Forde’s home with the Rev. Suzan Williams as guest speaker. 

Sandy was thanked for her report. 

 

The Financial Statement was read out, and copies distributed for members to 

consider.  Glenys Brind had prepared the Statement and was available to 

answer any questions and to clarify any details before it was adopted. 

 

Grateful thanks were given to Stan’s supermarket for the agreed donation of 

£250 towards the cost of a bench to be placed in the castle grounds. The 

Presidential address was provided by Marian and in it thanks were expressed 

for the help and support she had received from the committee and members. 

Marian was elected for a second term of office. The meeting then addressed 

general business issues, as follows: 

The co-ordination of the 100-year celebrations for Whittington WI which is  

to be held on Wednesday 10th November (6.30 for 7.00pm).  

 

The Area Carol Service will be held in our Parish Church on Monday 6th 

December at 7:00pm, with the Bishop of Shrewsbury officiating. The 

County Carol Service will be held at St. Chad’s, Shrewsbury on Saturday 

11th December at 11:00 am. Members need to let Sandy know if they would 

like to attend as they will require a ticket. 
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