WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

PARISH SERVICES

WOMENS INSTITUTE:

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre
Secretary: Mrs Joyce Howard

Tel:656389

SUNDAY SERVICES:
8:00am Holy Communion on 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays
10:30am Holy Communion weekly
6:30pm Holy Communion according to the Book of
Common Prayer on 1st Sunday
6:30pm Evensong on the 3rd Sunday

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:

Chairman: Jonjo Evans
Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis

Tel:671300
Tel:662500

4:00pm Messy Church on the 4th Sunday
(No Service in July or August)

BELL RINGING:

Details from Brian Rothera

Tel:657778

BROWNIES, GUIDES:

6:00-7:15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre
Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere
Tel:624390
BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen)
2 Heather Bank, Gobowen
Tel:658016
e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com

WEEKDAYS: 9:30am Holy Communion - Thursday
5:30pm Choir Practice
- Alternate Thursdays
RECTOR:
Reverend Sarah Burton
Tel:238658
Assoc. Minister: Reverend Richard Burton email:wwfchurch@gmail.com
The Rectory, Castle Street, Whittington SY11 4DF
Curate:

Reverend Jassica Castillo-Burley

Tel:611749

WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:

CHURCHWARDENS:

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions
Leaders: Dawn and Mandy
Meet in the Community Centre 9:00am – 3:00pm

Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington

Tel:670940

Mrs G Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com

Tel:662236

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington
Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington

Tel:656389
Tel:659562

ORGANIST: Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall

Tel:662116

Tel:670127

SENIOR CITIZENS:

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning
All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall
Secretary: Mrs Gillian Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington

Tel:662236

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE:

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White
Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm. This will now be the
only stop in the village.

MAGAZINE:
Editor:
Miss A Ward, 4 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington Tel:672838
eaw4@btinternet.com

CHURCH WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk

Distribution:

SCHOOL WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonschool.co.uk

WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL:
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Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road

Headteacher: Mr Carl Rogers
e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk

Tel:659385
Tel:662269
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CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY:

HOT POTATOES

october 2017

One thing I really enjoyed as a little boy was
wrapping a potato in some silver foil and throwing
it into the embers of a bonfire. Then, ten minutes
later – or as long as you could possibly wait when
you were eight – pull it out with a big stick. Getting
the foil off the hot potato and holding it was a
challenge but it always tasted great. It was probably
not properly cooked and was, no doubt, covered in smuts, but it was the most
exciting meal of the day. You cannot easily hold a hot potato – you have to
juggle it because it’s so hot. Hot potato is also a metaphor for a problem
that’s too big to handle – a hot potato is a bit frightening. Examining such an
issue might take you places you really don’t want to go.
In Whittington and West Felton there are lots of young people and families
asking big questions about the Christian faith. To help examine such
questions we are planning a ‘Hot Potato Evening’. This will be a time to
share baked potatoes (with a choice of fillings) and, over this tasty meal,
tackle a topic many might think too hot to handle.
Our first Hot Potato Evening is at 5:00pm on Sunday 15th October in
Whittington Community Centre. Sarah will take a couple of minutes to
outline this month’s hot topic then, as we eat together, each table will sort
out their most pressing question. After the meal everyone will get a chance
to put their question to the panel. There will be activities for younger people
in the adjoining room.
The topic for our first hot potato is: “How can the Bible help us live today?”
Can the Bible, some of it written way back in the bronze-age and seemingly
full of strange stories and arcane regulations, really be of practical use in the
twenty first century?
Do join us on Sunday 15th October.
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Mr Andy Cawthray - email: WhitCBC@gmail.com

Tel:657178
07581 710523

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:

Richard Beaman

Tel:659166

CRICKET SECRETARY:

Trina Lewis – email: lewisbtkr@aol.com

Tel:774406
07968 844341

BOWLING SECRETARY:

Eileen Sinker

Tel:770212

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY:

Mrs Kath Griffiths

Tel:662116

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON
AND WEST FELTON:

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG
e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk
Tel:650488
WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL:

Mrs A. S. Cowley, “Pear Tree” Cottage, Treflach, Oswestry
(Clerk to the Council) – Held the fourth Tuesday in the month
ascowley.whitpc@sky.com
www.whittingtonpc.wordpress.com

Tel:659496

SHROPSHIRE YOUTH SERVICE:

Rural Mobile visits the village on Tuesday 6:15pm – 8:00pm
bus parks opposite the “Premier” Shop, Whittington.
Open to young people between the ages of 13 – 20 yrs.
Contact: Wendy Stockton, Shropshire Council Youth Worker.

Tel:654175

BAPTISM SECRETARY:

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk

Tel:681036

WEDDING SECRETARY:

Richard
Whittington Rectory

Mrs Gill Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington

Tel:662236
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in 1894. However, the Hunley itself also sank and its location and the cause
of its sinking remained a mystery for many years. In 1995, the submarine
was finally discovered with the help of modern navigation tools, and was
brought to land both for preservation and in order to piece together the
history of the submarine’s final hours. The Hunley is now on display in a
conservation tank at Charleston’s Old Naval Base and visitors can see facial
reconstructions of the Hunley crew, artefacts excavated from the submarine
and the legendary gold coin that supposedly saved the captain’s life. There is
also a life-size model of the vessel from The Hunley movie and a National
Geographic documentary for visitors to enjoy.
The South Carolina Aquarium, Charleston’s most visited attraction, features
thousands of amazing aquatic animals from river otters and sharks to
loggerhead turtles in over sixty exhibits; the aquarium also affords visitors
fabulous views of Charleston harbour. The institution provides a variety of
opportunities to learn about conservation, animal life, endangered species
and environmental issues. The aquarium houses animals from further afield
as well, with an exhibition called the Madagascar Journey, featuring
examples of the island's widely varied habitats, as well as some ring-tailed
lemurs to look at and interact with.
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DIARY
1

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
HARVEST FESTIVAL
10:30am
Parish Communion
12:45 for 1:00pm Harvest Festival Lunch
6:30pm
Harvest Songs of Praise
12:00noon

Whittington Senior Citizens’ Harvest Service and
Lunch in the Senior Citizens’ Hall; cost £8, further
details on pages 11-12

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

4

7:30pm

Monthly Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens’ Hall,
£1.50 including refreshments

5

9:30am

Holy Communion

7

8:30am

The October Prayer Breakfast to support the
Schools Christian Project Worker will be held at
Hope Church, Laburnum Drive, Oswestry: if you
would like to attend please telephone Lynn Carroll
on 01691 -659385 by Wednesday 4th October
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SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

3

8:00am
10:30am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion

10

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

12

9:30am

Holy Communion

7:00pm

Whittington Women’s Institute meets in the
Community Centre; Speaker: Liz Kydd
Topic: Christmas Crafts

3

14

10:00am-3:30pm Love Your Churchyard workshop at St. Michael’s
Church, West Felton; further details on page 26

15

EIGHTEEN SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
10:30am
5:00pm
6:30pm

Parish Communion
‘Hot Potato’ in the Community Centre; further details
on page 2
Evensong

16

LAST DAY for magazine material for the November edition of the
“Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, 4 Rosehill
Avenue, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com

17

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

19

9:30am

Holy Communion

22

NINETEEN SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8:00am
10:30am

23 – 27

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Whittington School Half Term Break
Whittington Senior Citizens’ Monthly Lunch at the
White Lion; further details on page 11-12

24

12:00 noon

26

9:30am
Holy Communion
10:00am-12:00noon Coffee Morning in Church; further details on
page 12

28
29

CLOCKS GO BACK ONE HOUR AT BEDTIME
LAST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8:00am
10:30am
4:00pm

4

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Messy Church

America to escape religious persecution. The house is furnished with pieces,
both French and American, and is made up to look exactly as it would have
in the 1700s. The Heyward-Washington House was built by Daniel Heyward
for his son, Thomas Heyward, who was among those who signed the
Declaration of Independence. George Washington stayed here during a
week-long visit to Charleston, giving the house its name; it also is furnished
and decorated as it would have been in the 1700s.
The British used Provost Dungeon to hold prisoners during the American
Revolution, and in 1774 the Old Exchange Building hosted the delegate
elections for the First Continental Congress. Before this momentous
occasion, the Exchange Building, built in 1772, was used to assist with the
heavy import and export trade taking place in Charleston. The Exchange was
built in the Palladian style of architecture with a facade constructed from
imported Portland stone. This sturdy building has withstood war,
earthquakes and even hurricanes. Part of the Half-Moon Bastion was
excavated here and is the only visible section of the old Charles Town fort.
Today, the Old Exchange Building and the Provost Dungeon are run by the
South Carolina Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution, and all
three floors of the main building are open to the public as a museum focused
on the city’s history and its role in American history. Visitors are taken
through the dungeon and told about the many pirates that were kept here
during the 1800’s.
Situated on a small man-made island guarding the entrance to the harbor Fort
Sumter National Monument is one of the most important historic military
sites in the country. The island was built using 70,000 tons of granite and
rock, simply dumped into the water. The first shots of the American Civil
War were fired at Fort Sumter in 1861. With the secession of South Carolina,
the Confederates demanded the surrender of the fort, and after thirty-four
hours of continuous bombardment the Union forces had no choice but to
relinquish their hold and become the first prisoners of the Civil War. The
Confederates occupied Fort Sumter, which became a symbol of Southern
resistance until it was retaken by Union forces in 1865 after nearly four years
of almost continual attack, which reduced most of the fort to rubble.
The Hunley was the world’s first successful submarine, built on President
Abraham Lincoln’s orders during the Civil War. The submarine first arrived
in Charleston by train in 1863, and proceeded to sink the warship Housatoni
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TRAVELLER’S TALES
CHARLESTON

Extracts from the Parish Registers
for the month of July/August 2017
HOLY BAPTISM

Charleston, South Carolina is consistently classed as one of the most elegant
and picturesque cities in the United States. The city is full of brick and
cobblestone streets, and a large downtown district boasting hundreds of
carefully preserved and restored buildings that house old-fashioned inns,
antique shops and pubs. The streets are lined with tall, narrow houses
festooned with wrought iron balconies and wooden shutters, ornate iron
gates enclose pretty gardens and shaded porches - the timeless features of
Southern architecture. Some of its double-storey houses are now
authentically furnished museums, whilst many are still the beautiful private
homes of wealthy residents. It has a humid subtropical climate. April or May
is generally the best time to visit because it is warm, but not too hot.
From June to August it is hot and humid, with temperatures averaging
between 21- 33°C and this is also the wet season.

“We welcome you into the Lord’s Family”

25th July 2017

Lieutenant Colonel Alan Duxbury
aged 83 of Park Crescent

The city started as an important seaport serving the rice and cotton
plantations throughout the region, and it was a major slave-trading centre
with about a third of America’s slaves being bought and sold at the riverfront
market. The Gullah culture of the islands, populated by the ancestors of West
African slaves, has a tangible presence here, especially at the Old City
Market that vibrates with the humming of traditional spirituals, as basket
ladies sell their hand-woven grass wares among the local vendors and iron
makers, and the distinctive sound of the Gullah dialect fills the air.

6th August 2017

Kathleen Ethel Royle
aged 92 of Woodland Residential Care Home,
Morda (formerly of Perrymoor Farm)

9th August 2017

Norman Morgan
aged 91 of Brook House Residential Home,
Woodhill (formerly of Fernhill)

18th August 2017

John James Nicholls
Aged 83 of Rosehill Avenue

26th August 2017

Peter John Davies (Pete)
Aged 71 of Penybryn Avenue

The Charleston Museum, America’s first, founded in 1773 while the United
States was still a British colony, was inspired by the opening of the British
Museum in 1759. In its three historic buildings the museum aims to preserve
the unique culture and natural history of Charleston and the surrounding
South Carolina Low-country. Exhibitions include cultural, historic and
natural artefacts and alongside are two National Historic Landmark houses,
the Heyward-Washington House and Joseph Manigault House, which are
good representations of the graceful architecture and wealthy lifestyle of
southern life in days gone by. The exhibitions cover a wide range of daily
life topics, such as clothing, and it has a particularly good permanent textile
collection on display. The Joseph Manigault House is a good example of
Federal architecture, influenced by the French Huguenots who moved to
32

20th August 2017

Evie Louisa Crane
of Penybryn Avenue

20th August 2017

Jagger Oliver Jeffrey Malcolm
of Oakwood Close

REQUIESCAT IN PACE
“May the Souls of the Faithful Departed Rest in Peace”

Communicants for the month……...…205
Attendance for the month……….........227
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The Rector and Trustees of the Friends of St John the Baptist acknowledge
the following donation:Donation of £230.50 from the sale of Wild Flower Booklet
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THANK YOU
We would like to thank all our friends at Whittington church for all their
kindness, prayers, wonderful letters and cards, and visits to us during
David’s rather protracted illness. We hope and pray that he continues to
improve – slowly we know – but the hospital in Shrewsbury has been
excellent and are keeping a very close eye on him. We feel very blessed to
have such lovely friends, and our neighbours here in Tetchill and Ellesmere
have also been so kind and helpful.
With our love to everyone, and again thank you.
David and Margo Olver
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
WILD FLOWERS IN WHITTINGTON
Sale of William Walsham How’s Wild Flowers in Whittington booklet have
gone so well that cheques of £230.50 have been sent to both the Ellesmere
Branch of Save the Children Fund and to the Friends of St John the Baptist
Church, Whittington. Thanks go to all those who sponsored it and bought
copies.
Copies of the booklet are still available for purchase in Whittington church,
the Herbarium, Oswestry and from the following contact numbers: - 01691
650711 and 01691 681036
Barbara Molesworth
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

4:00 pm Sunday 29 October, Whittington Church

Messy Church

‘The Lost Sheep’
We begin with crafts and activities
at 4:00pm
At 4:30pm we gather for a short act of worship with songs and a story.
We end with sandwiches, cakes and drinks for all to share.
6

Everyone welcome

August, before this update has been seen. All is going well and it is expected
to be an event enjoyed by all attending, as was the case last year. It was
suggested that for next year the theme could be around the 100th anniversary
of the ending of the First World War
Areas of Concern: 1: Damage to the Bus Shelter at Babbinswood. This was
caused by a male waiting at the shelter; the Council are waiting for quotes to
be obtained to repair the extensive damage caused. 2: The No Smoking signs
in Babbinswood were all found broken. 3: There was a spate of fast racing
quad bikes in the Babbinswood area. 4: It was mentioned that cars are racing
too fast through Babbinswood. The Clerk was to notify the police about this.
There have been a couple of sheds broken into, items taken include chainsaws and an outboard motor.
Date and time of the next meeting: The next Parish Council Meeting will
be at 7:30pm on Tuesday 26th September 2017 in the Senior Citizens’ Hall.
Paul Thompson-Lawrence
(This article is a brief outline of the main discussion points for the
Whittington Parish Council meeting and does not represent a formal record.
For an official copy of the minutes please contact the Parish Clerk or look on
the Parish Website - www.whittingtonpc.wordpress.com)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Stories: As part of his talk at a banquet, our minister told some jokes and a
few funny stories. Since he planned to use the same anecdotes at a meeting
the next day, he asked reporters covering the event not to include them in
their articles. Reading the paper the following morning, he noticed that one
well-meaning cub reporter had ended his story on the banquet with the
observation “The minister told a number of stories that cannot be published.”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Some Dictionary of Project Terms –
~ Test results were extremely gratifying -- It works, and we are surprised.
~ Extensive effort is being applied on a fresh approach to the problem -- We
just hired three new guys; we’ll let them kick it around for a while.
~ Preliminary operational tests are inconclusive -- The darn thing blew up
when we threw the switch.
~ Modifications are under way to correct certain minor difficulties -- We
threw the whole thing out and are starting from scratch.
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items discussed were:- Concerns regarding the development of the houses on
the land behind the School.
The recently resurrected development plans for about thirty houses to be
built on land west of Artillery Road and Park Crescent.
Problems with a Yew tree on Parish Council land.
On school days drivers are parking on the pavement in Castle Street forcing
children to walk on the road.
Matters Arising: Update regarding the purchase of a Defibrillator; the Heart
Foundation are going to open their grant scheme again. The Parish Council
will only be able to apply for one appliance at a time; the aim is to have one
at the senior Citizens’ Hall and another somewhere near the Three Trees.
Someone will be co-ordinating the project.
PLANNING: 17/03463/FUL– 10 Walsham Avenue, Whittington,
Oswestry Shropshire – Erection of a single storey dwelling and creation
of new vehicular access. This was opposed by the Councillors as
inappropriate; there is not enough land and the turning circle is too small.
17/03519/REM – Proposed dwelling SE of the Orchard, Babbinswood
Whittington
17/03588/FUL Sewage Disposal Works – Whittington Road Park Hall –
Installation of 1 Motor Control Centre (MCC) kiosk
17/03363/FUL – Conversion of Carpenter’s shed to residential dwelling
– Carpenters Shed, Halston Hall, Whittington
17/03364/LBC – Conversion of Carpenter’s Shed to residential dwelling
affecting a grade 1 listed building – Halston Hall, Whittington
17/03677/03678/03679/03680/03690/REM – Application for approval of
reserved matters pursuant to 13/01643/OUT – Phases 1-5
2016/17 Audit: The Audit has been completed.
Footway Lighting: A full survey of all the lights in the Parish has been
produced and a new lighting policy needs to be created. LED lighting will be
installed in the next few months.
Garden of Remembrance: The Council gardeners will be invited to tidy the
grounds which needs cutting back.
Whittington Together: The Village Fete will have taken place on the 28th
30

Sun shines again on Whiitington Vintage Village Fete
On August Bank Holiday Monday the sun was definitely
shining as the second Village Fete organised by Whittington
Together took place in the grounds of Whittington Castle.
People once again flocked to the Fete to enjoy a varied
programme of activities and a wide selection of fairground activities, stalls
and food outlets.
This year’s Fete opened with the crowning of the Fete Queen, Amelia
Harriman, accompanied by her attendants Isla Perry and Olivia Chetin. They
arrived on a trailer behind a tractor driven by John Lycett. This year’s
crowning was undertaken by the High Sheriff of Shropshire , Charles Lilles,
and was watched on by the Chair to Whittington Parish Council, Jill Whitby,
and the Mayor of Oswestry, Vince Hunt. This year’s Fete also saw the
resurrection of the village craft and produce competition with many entries
received.
I would like to thank the village organisations for once again coming
together to make the Fete a success. Special mentions must go to my team
Lydia Northall, Claire Cherry, David Thomasson, Neil Conuel and Sue Ellis
for pulling it all together and too the volunteers who helped set up, man the
car parks, run the arena events and, as importantly, tidied the site after the
event. Also a a big thank you to all those people who donated bottles and
raffle prizes.
Whilst admission to the Fete is free it is not free to stage and it would not be
possible without the sponsorship from local businesses. This year’s main
sponsor was MyExtraStorage with other sponsors being the Three Trees
Premier Store, Hair and Beauty at No6, Narrowboat Inn, and Ye Old Boote
Inn. We were also supported by the Tudor Griffiths Group, Griffiths Tool
Hire and Kinsale Farm. My final thank you is to the people of Whittington
and beyond who came to the Fete and generously supported the village
organisations and local charities.
The planning process for next years’ event will start in February. If you wish
to be involved in growing our community group please get in touch. Also
you can follow us on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/Whittingtontogether.
Ian Johnson,
Chairman, Whittington Together
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WHITTINGTON TOGETHER CRAFT & PRODUCE SHOW 2017

Whittington Parish Council News,
Meeting held on 22nd August 2017

Overall Winners:
John Hughes award: (aged 3 years & under) Clement Richardson

There were eight Parish Councillors, the Clerk, and five members of the
public at the meeting.

The Ellis shield:

(aged 4-5 years)

Linus Richardson

Community Police Attendance: There was no local police officer available
to attendance the meeting and no crime report available.

Junior Cup:

(aged 6-8 years)

Jessica Barralett

Silver Goblet:

(aged 9-11 years)

The Fernhill Cup: (Most points in show)

Sophie & Matthew Goodes
(Joint winners)
Olive Morris

The Gerald Jones Cup: (Most points in Vegetable Section) Olive Morris
Shield for Best Exhibit in Show:
Glenys Brind
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

WHITTINGTON GARDENS
Winners of the
BEST FRONT GARDEN COMPETITON 2017

Mrs Margaret Williams
Western Avenue, Whittington
“This is a lovely corner garden with a path to
the front door. On both sides, there are well
kept lawns with a wide variety of plants
including lobelia, roses, hostas, sweet peas and
hydrangeas along with a colourful collection of
flowers in pots; a wonderful vista of colour and
scents.”
CONGRATULATIONS!!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Make a date – Meeting with our new enthusiastic young curate, I asked if I
could have a church service when I eventually die. “Of course,” he said,
grabbing his date book. “What day do you want?”
8

Your Team & Contact numbers:
Local Police Officer: - PC 3718 Kate Le’Clere – 07792 774 024
Police Community Support Officers: - PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes - 07816
172 510; and PCSO 40279 Pete Roberts- 07792774047
About your Team: Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and
partners to identify, tackle and solve issues that matter to the community
where you live. Making neighbourhoods safer by cutting day to day crime
and anti-social behaviour is at the heart of keeping people in West Mercia
safe. Thanks to an investment in mobile tablet style computers, these will
enable officers to spend more time on patrol on the street and in
neighbourhoods. Officers will continue to come to people when they need
them and provide a high quality service however you contact us - in person
(on the street, at community bases and at partners and communities together
[PACT] meetings), on the phone or online.
In the event of a Police emergency call 999 for urgent attention; or ring 101
for non-emergency calls. The Police mobile numbers above will only be
answered if the Officer is on duty. If your call is not answered please leave
your name, number and a brief message. The Officer will respond at their
earliest convenience when they are next on duty.
Get in touch - 101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime
 oswestryrn.snt @westmercia.pnn.police.uk
 www.westmercia.police.uk
/
@Oscops - Only call 999 in an emergency, when a crime is in
progress or life is in danger.
Public Participation: There were five members of the Public in attendance;
29

SEPTEMBER QUIZ ANSWERS
1. The Great
2. Fiona Phillips
3. Hungary
4. The House of Tudor
5. Tebbit
6. Endora
7. Zinc
8. Teacher
9. Poison
10. Keira Knightley
11. Pear
12. Annie Lennox
13. 57
14. Kabul
15. June Whitfield
16. West Ham
17. Stevie Wonder
18. Doonican
19. 1,760
20. Sandie Shaw
21. South Fork
22. Uncle Sam
23. Venom
24. Sodom
25. Stud
26. First product advertised in colour
27. Fifth
28. Arthur Miller
29. Calf
30. Blue
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Spelling

Living with Gods
BBC Radio 4 and the British
Museum are collaborating on
a 30-part series, Living with
Gods, on the world history of
religion told through historical
artefacts. The British Museum
is to open an exhibition in
November to run alongside the
series, which will be broadcast
on Mondays at 9:45am from
Monday 23rd October.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
50 years ago:
On 25th October 1967 an
outbreak of foot-and-mouth
disease began on a farm near
Oswestry. It spread rapidly,
with 2,228 confirmed cases
throughout the north-west
Midlands and north Wales. By
the time it had been brought
under control in June 1968,
400,000 animals had been
slaughtered.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
WARNING:
Exposure to the Son will
prevent burning.

Teacher: Donald, how do you spell crocodile?
Donald: K-R-O-K-O-D-I-A-L
Teacher: No, that’s incorrect.
Donald: Maybe it is, but you asked me how I spell it.
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WHITTINGTON GARDENS COMPETITION 2017 RESULTS
Class 1

Best Large Garden – winner of the Dovaston Perpetual Salver
1st Mike and Diane Jones
2nd Keith and Kath Griffiths

Class 2

Best Small Garden – winner of the Flower Guild Rose Bowl
1st Dave and Sue Hardy
2nd Glen Murphy
Specially Commended – Raymond Golden

Class 3

Best Senior Citizen Garden – winner of the Castle Cup
1st Mike and Barbara Phipps
2nd Mervyn and Chris Hughes

Class 4

Best In-flower Clematis – winner of the Community Centre
Cup
1st Merfyn Hughes
2nd Dave and Sue Hardy

Class 5

Best Vegetable Garden – winner of the Mayor’s Cup
1st Mike and Diana Jones
2nd Fred Phillips

Class 6

Best Hanging Basket – winner of the Morhys of Rosehill Cup
1st Bill and Barbara Lloyd
2nd Natasha Hughes
Highly Commended – Dave and Sue Hardy

Special Class – Most fragrant rose in all the gardens visited – winner of
the Pam Kup Cup
1st Ruth Haile
2nd Keith and Kath Griffiths
Thank you to all who entered in the competition. Again, the judge was
9

impressed by the enthusiasm of the gardeners, and the care and cultivation in
the gardens. The judge made lots of lovely comments on each garden visited
and I am sure these were very much appreciated by the gardeners.
My personal thanks to you all who entered, especially the three new entrants
this year. I hope you will all enter the competition again in 2018.
Libby Morris
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Guess the Name of the Cow
I ran a “Guess the name of the cow” competition at
the fete on Bank Holiday Monday. The cow is the
one from church that is used in the nativity at
Christmas. The name drawn out was “Sally”,
suggested by Mary Pickles who lives in Boot Street.
The prize was a £5 note.
Gill Roberts
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Whittington Parish Street Lighting Update
“In order to fall in line with Shropshire Council and the rest of the County”
The first part of the new “street lighting” programme has been completed,
and all the lights that are eligible have now been fitted with the sensors that
will turn them off between midnight and 5:00am – approximately. The
Parish Council has received an audit of all their lights from Highline
Electrical which shows that just over thirty of the one hundred and ninety
eight lights are coming to the end of their working life; these are mainly old
concrete columns. The Parish Council has agreed a programme of replacing
these columns which will take place over the next two-three months. There
are also a couple of lamps/arms that need replacing. Once this is complete
the Parish Council will start moving onto the replacement of all the heads to
LED. This will be a rolling timetable over the next few years; streets/areas
being completed in one go rather than individual lamps. Further updates will
be given as the programme moves forward.
Jill Whitby - Parish Council Chair.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
No room – The Sunday School teacher was telling the story of the Nativity,
and had just finished the part about there being ‘no room at the inn’. A small
voice piped up: “I blame Joseph. He should have booked.”
10

OCTOBER’S QUIZ – THEATRE AND MUSICALS
1. Which Anthony has starred in “My Fair Lady” and “The Woman in
White” on the West End stage?
2. Which musical star was Andrew Lloyd Webber’s second wife?
3. Who played Che in the original stage production of “Evita”?
4. Which was Elaine Page’s first musical on Broadway?
5. Which musical does the song “I am what I am” come from?
6. In which musical is MRIA Von Trapp the heroine?
7. Which theatre award is named after actress Antoinette Perry?
8. The characters of Billy Flynn, Mama Morton and Velma Kelly
appear in which musical?
9. Which musical is based on “The Taming of the Shrew”?
10. What is the name of the most famous theatre in London’s Drury
Lane?
11. Who originally played the role of Alex in “Aspects of Love”?
12. Who wrote the lyrics for “Tell me on a Sunday” and Sunset
Boulevard”?
13. Who co-produced the revival of “Anything Goes” with Elaine Page?
14. Which musical is the song “Ol’ Man River” from?
15. Which song from “South Pacific” was recorded by Captain
Sensible?
16. In which country is “The King and I” set?
17. Which musical are the songs “Tonight” and “Somewhere” from?
18. What was the profession of the heroine in “Gipsy”?
19. Who wrote “Into the Woods” and “A Little Night Music”?
20. In which musical does “You’ll Never Walk Alone” appear?
21. Who played the title role in “Barnum” and “Billy”?
22. Which actress was Maureen Lipman’s show “Re Joyce” about?
23. Who wrote the novel that forms the basis of the musical “Phantom
of the Opera”?
24. Which character sings “I Don’t Know How to Love Him” in “Jesus
Christ Superstar”?
25. Which musical is “I know Him So Well” from?
26. Which former Saint turned down a musical role in “Aspects of
Love”?
27. In which musical do they sing about a “Jellicle Ball”?
28. Which musical hailed the dawning of the Age of Aquarius?
29. Which musical is the song “One” from?
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later when I found them buried in the Rectory rose garden.
Churchwardens, of course, know the rules for correct footwear - that is why
they have been elected to serve in such a distinguished office - although I do
feel that Admiral Hopkinson’s practice of wearing white spats on top of his
shoes when the bishop is here, a little excessive - even rather flash.
Maintaining this dress policy once you have your own church, will be
maintaining the true faith.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Love your Churchyard
Churchyards are a problem for everyone. They contain memorials which are
greatly treasured by the families of those buried: yet they can easily become
neglected and overgrown making access difficult for everyone and creating
an eyesore for many. Wildlife can flourish in these circumstances and the
challenge is the creation of churchyards which are accessible to those who
wish to view gravestones, which are comfortable to the eye and which
encourage wildlife. To help achieve these and other aims, the Diocese of
Lichfield is holding a meeting (‘Love your churchyard’) between 10:00am –
3:30pm on Saturday 14th October 2017 in West Felton Church which is open
to all. Issues that will be addressed include the management of wild flowers,
how to encourage bees, keeping grass under control, how to get grants and
write management plans, churchyard regulations and the law, bird nesting,
how people can get involved and other topics. Coffee tea and biscuits will be
provided. Soup and a roll will be provided at lunchtime: if you want to eat
more heartily please bring your own lunch. In order to get an idea of
numbers you are asked to book a place at tc@lichfield.anglican.org.
Alternatively let me know. There is no charge for the day.
Michael Davie, Churchwarden, West Felton

WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers
The monthly lunch at the White Lion will be on Tuesday 24th October. Val
Hayward is responsible for looking after bookings for the lunch so whether
you are a first-timer and wish to come along, or a regular attendee who is
unable to make it, please contact Val on 01691 662434. The cost of the two
course roast lunch is currently £7.50, which includes tea or coffee.
It is still possible to take out membership with the club. We accept members
all through the year, so it is not too late to re-join or think about becoming a
new member of the Re-cycled Teenagers. It is only £6 per year and on
occasions we arrange a free coach for a day out so the £6 is soon recouped.
The monthly whist drives are well supported by people from far and wide; it
is such a shame more people from the village do not participate. Everyone is
welcome and the £1.50 entrance fee includes tea or coffee, served at half
time. A great deal of work goes into these evenings, putting up the tables and
chairs; providing raffle prizes and the coffee and biscuits. There is a small
gathering on Monday afternoons at 2:00pm in the Senior Citizens’ Hall so if
you are free why not come along and give it a try. Rita, Jan and company
will give you a warm welcome and if you are new to the game they will
show you the ropes.
The Thursday morning coffee gatherings are enjoyed by the valiant few, who
enjoy getting together and having a chat over coffee and biscuits. Everyone
is welcome, so please join us when you can. If you have any spare garden
produce please bring it along as it will be very welcome. We do splash out
and have cake if some-one admits to having a birthday or anniversary. There
were several birthdays in September.
LINE DANCING: Lessons start at 1:30pm and finish approximately
3:15pm each Thursday. The cost is £4 per session and a small raffle is held,
the receipts from which go towards club funds, a registered charity. Please
come along and give it a go. All ages welcome. In order to keep the class
going we need more people to come along and join the regular dancers.
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CLOCKS GO BACK ONE HOUR SUNDAY 29th OCTOBER

Twenty-nine club members and friends enjoyed a picturesque coach ride to
11

The Ponderosa Cafe on the Horseshoe Pass for coffee; afterwards it was on
to Betws-y-Coed for the remainder of the day. We had time for lunch
followed by a wander around the shops and then to sample a cup of tea and
cake or an ice-cream. The weather could have been kinder, but I think
everyone enjoyed the day out. I don’t think anyone got wet. It was
wonderful to welcome several new members who had recently taken out
membership of the club and joined us.
I apologise for having to cancel the school lunch but there were only a few
people interested in partaking this time. I will try again at a later date.
The Harvest Lunch will be on Tuesday 3rd October at a cost of £8 per person.
We do require names so we can ascertain quantity of food required; please
contact Val on the above telephone number to book your place.
The window sills in the hall have become very rotten and the committee has
made a big decision to have all twenty-two windows replaced with doubleglazed ones with pvc sills; the work will be undertaken by Morgan’s of
Oswestry. It has been suggested that raffle money should be set aside and go
towards new blinds for the small meeting room. The committee were
wondering if any kind people would be in a position to contribute to this
fund so that we achieve our ambition of having new blinds.
Gill Roberts - 01691 662236

Coffee & Company
Come and Enjoy
a
Cup of Coffee or Tea
and a chat
in
Whittington Church - Thursday 26th October
10:00am – 12:00noon

All are very welcome - Entrance is free
Voluntary Donations to the Church
12

On the perils of trainers, high heels and soft shoes in church
The Rectory
St James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren
Having informed you of why clergy must always
wear black shoes in church, my belief is that all
those who hold any office in church should be
similarly dressed .
Altar servers have the tendency to arrive wearing what I am informed are
called trainers. Were they black it would be tolerable, but they seem to be
without exception either brilliant white or luminous pink. When they arrive
so attired I insist they remove them and serve in the sanctuary in their socks.
Since our church floor is several degrees colder than permafrost, it normally
takes them the rest of the morning with their feet in a bucket of hot water
before circulation returns. They do not make that mistake a second time.
The rule applies to members of the choir also; my only concession is that
ladies are allowed to wear shoes with heels. But that can present its own
hazards. Miss Threlfall recently appeared in heels that, by chance, were the
exact size and shape of the holes in our beautiful Victorian heating gratings
in the nave floor. During the procession at the start of the Service, her heel
wedged in one. She is a lady of some determination and
refused to stop, thereby holding up the procession and letting the
congregation know something was amiss. So she proceeded, now with a
twelve inch square cast iron grid firmly attached to her foot. As she gallantly
clanked up the aisle, rocking slightly since one leg was now several stones
heavier, one of our basses, completely innocent of what had happened,
stepped into thin air. Half of his body disappeared vertically downwards as
the other half proceeded in a horizontal easterly direction, scattering tenors
like skittles. I continue to visit him in hospital.
Our organist arrives wearing black shoes, but once hidden in the organ loft,
removes them and plays the organ in soft shoes. Or he did; these days he
never removes his shoes at all. At Evensong on Sundays, my dog comes with
me to swell the congregation and wanders round the church benignly as the
Service progresses. After one Service, our organist came to retrieve his shoes
only to find them missing. Their absence was inexplicable - until two weeks
25

RECIPE OF THE MONTH
Whether you have a small orchard or just a couple of fruit trees, now is the
time to harvest the fruit. This recipe will make 1½ kg of chutney.
APPLE AND PEAR CHUTNEY
500g apples
800g pears (Bosc and Anjou varieties are best, Bartlett and
Conference work fine as well; avoid Comice)
4cm fresh root ginger, peeled and very finely chopped
(Alternatively 2 tsp of ground ginger)
100g dried apricots, quartered
150g sultanas
400g demerara sugar
500ml cider vinegar
1 tbsp wholegrain mustard
1 tsp ground cinnamon
Peel both the apples and pears, removing the cores, and chop into bite-size
chunks.
Place the fruit in a large pan (preferably with a heavy/thick bottom) along
with the ginger, apricots, sultanas, sugar, vinegar and cinnamon.
Stir in the mustard and heat the mixture gently, stirring until the sugar
dissolves.
Continue cooking for 1½ hours until you have a thick syrupy texture.
Spoon the chutney into sterilized, warmed jars, seal and label with date and
contents; store in a cool, dark place.
Sterilising and Storing Tips: Any glass jar with a tight-fitting lid will do.
Wash all jars thoroughly in hot water and dry completely. If using old jars,
remove labels. Warm the dry jars in a low oven (140°C/275°F/Gas 1) for
about ½ an hour – the heat will kill any germs and sterilize the jars.
Fill the jars to the top while they are warm, being careful not to trap in any
air; then cover with cling-film before securing the lid.
Your chutney should keep for up to six months; it will taste better if you
leave it to develop for a month – makes a great gift idea.
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OCTOBER at Whittington Castle
1st Oct 10:00am-4:00pm – Last day of Wrexham
Art Group Exhibition – Last day – FREE
entrance just £1 to park. Come and browse
this display of original local artwork.
st
1 Oct 10:00am-4:00pm – Green Fair – Free
entrance just £1to park.
24th -28th Oct 6:30pm each night – Whittington Castle Ghost Tours
Join your guide as she leads you around the Castle and
grounds. On your tour you will be joined by several
spirits or ghosts of the Castle. Hear their stories and be
prepared for a few scares along the way! Tickets are £4 per
adult and £3 per child. Bring a torch and coat as some of the
tour is outside. Not suitable for very young children as some
characters jump out at you and also some dark rooms. Ring
to reserve a ticket as these tours usually sell out fast.
Fri 27th Oct
From 6:30pm – An Evening of Supernatural
Entertainment at Whittington Castle. The evening will
start with a Ghost Tour of the Castle, then the second part of
the evening – join us for a glass of wine or refreshments in
our tearoom before the re-launch of P J Roscoe’s first
award-winning novel “Echoes”. It’s a supernatural thriller
and one of the main settings is a ruined castle and the author
will tell you all about her books. She will then answer any
questions. Please book tickets which are £7:50 for adults and
£2.50 for children.
Sun 29th Oct 1:00-4:00pm – Halloween Daytime Event - £1 per person
– Come dressed up and play some Halloween games for
prizes, join the spooky trail and visit the Witch. Enter the
carved pumpkin competition for a prize.
Tues 31st Oct 6:00-8:00pm – Halloween Evening Procession – Visit the
Witch and enjoy some games - £1 per person.
Sue Ellis, Castle Manager – Telephone 01691 662500
E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk
Website: ww.whittingtoncastle.co.uk
Worry is the darkroom in which negatives can develop. Anon
13

Operation Christmas Child 2017 – time to pack those shoeboxes!
This year Operation Christmas Child worldwide is hoping to
send up to twelve million shoe boxes from countries such as
the UK, the USA, Canada, Australia and Germany, to needy
children who will otherwise have no presents at all this
Christmas. Details at: https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/
what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/. A small shoebox
can have a big impact. What goes into the box is fun, but
what comes out of it is eternal. Be a part of changing children’s lives all over
the world in Jesus’ name through the power of a simple gift with Operation
Christmas Child.
Begin by selecting an age group 2-4, 5-9, 10-11. Then find an empty
medium sized shoebox and wrap box and lid separately. Include items that
children will immediately embrace such as dolls or stuffed toys (with CE
label), toy trucks, harmonica, yo-yo, skipping rope, ball, play-doh, small
puzzles etc.
School supplies are always popular – pens, pencils and sharpener, crayons
and felt pens, stamps and ink pad sets, writing pads or notebooks and paper,
solar calculators, glue stick (not liquid glue), colouring and picture books
etc.
Hygiene items such a toothbrush and toothpaste, bars of wrapped soap, comb
or hairbrush, flannel, plastic cup, bowl or water bottle – an empty plastic
container can be filled with ribbons, hair bows or bracelets.
Other items that are always appreciated include hat or cap, gloves or scarf,
sunglasses, wind up torch, wrapped sweets (best-before-date must be at least
March 2018).
Do NOT include used or damaged items, war related items such as toy guns,
play soldiers or knives; chocolate or other food items; liquids or lotions of
any type including bubbles; medicines; hand-made or stuffed toys; anything
of a political, racial or religious nature; sharp objects; glass containers,
mirrors or fragile items; playing cards of the 4-suit variety; clothing other
than already listed.
14
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selflessness. The de Kock and van Angelen families attended my ordination
in New York; my mother witnessed the wedding of the de Kock’s granddaughter as I had the honour of co-officiating the ceremony.
Near the end of her life, after cancer had spread to her lungs and brain, Edith
said to me, “I’ve had a great life. You’ve had me a long time. There is
nothing to feel bad about. You go and live your life; find happiness. I love
you.” Fortunately, Edith died an old woman, warm, in her own bed, …unlike
most of her family who died naked, screaming, on cold concrete floors in
poisonous gas chambers, images that haunted her every single night,
preventing her from ever having a good night’s sleep. She felt that she had
been living on borrowed time since she was fourteen and she was determined
to make the most and best of that borrowed time. The truth is, all of us are
living on borrowed time, and the more conscious we become of that, the
richer and more beautiful and more precious that time becomes.
Rabbi Arne Sleutelberg
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
THE ULTIMATE BODY AND MIND FITNESS HERE IN
WHITTINGTON WITH NO DIETING!!!!
Research shows that it is good to walk, run and cycle for fitness but this does
nothing for keeping your mind active and you can’t do Suduko or
Crosswords while doing them.
But NEW RESEARCH SHOWS the simple and best answer is LINE
DANCING. You have to concentrate, learn new steps, keep moving all of
your muscles and this COMBINATION gives new energy to body and mind.
It definitely works - and you can join in at the Over 50s club on Thursday
afternoon in the Senior Citizens’ Hall, Station Road - we welcome all ages
over and under 50 - good fun, friendship, cheap and for all levels. Beginners
particularly welcome.
Thursday afternoons 1:30 – 3:15pm, or you can leave when you want to.
Cost only £4. Raffle every week.
SEE YOU THERE THIS WEEK
Marion Lycett
Plan ahead - It wasn’t raining when Noah built the ark
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Finally if the contents of your box are more suitable for a boy or girl then
indicate this on the label attached to the outside of the box along with the age
group it is intended for. Your gift can be left in church NO LATER than
SUNDAY 29th OCTOBER - and THANK YOU.
WHITTINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
The President, Sandy Wilson, welcomed members and guest Heather Evans,
to the September meeting. The minutes of the previous meeting were read,
approved and signed before Jerusalem was sung.
Thank you cards had been received from Margaret Nicholas and Marian
Young.
August was a very busy month for the branch. We were placed joint third in
the inter-club competition at Oswestry Show, where we had also been tasked
with serving teas and coffees; huge thanks were expressed to everyone who
had helped.
Our thanks were also expressed to Jo Goodall and David Thomasson for
their hospitality in hosting the summer barbecue at their home. Everyone
enjoyed the late evening sunshine, company and splendid food cooked by
David. Previous to the barbeque Ruth Haile had organised a walk around
Colemere for those wishing to participate.
The Village Fete on Bank Holiday Monday was an excellent day out.
October will see the Shropshire WI Federation celebrate its 100th
anniversary; Whittington WI will be celebrating its 96th Birthday in
November with a meal at the Wynnstay Hotel on Thursday 16th November.
Sandy, our President, also reminded us that World Kindness Day is 13th
November and asked us to think about an act of kindness we could perform.
There will be a trip to the Christmas Pantomime at the matinee performance
at Theatre Severn in Shrewsbury on 17th December, the cost is £20.82 per
person and members were requested to bring a deposit of £10 to the next
meeting please.
The speaker for the evening had to cancel at short notice so the committee
15

Vashem, for their heroic bravery, steadfast convictions, compassion, and
members did a “true or false facts” about themselves. Members had to guess
which fact was true and who the member was; this proved greatly
entertaining.

came to the house, she would be sure to be in the attic, and one of the six
children would always be there with her. The family bought her a spinning
wheel on which she made lots of yarn, then knitted or crocheted it into
gloves, socks, scarfs, sweaters, and hats; this was how she filled her time.

A raffle, organised by Julie Sheffield, won by Jo Goodall, raised £16 for
funds. The monthly competition was a fresh flower from the garden and joint
winners were Vanessa Bromley and Libby Morris. Joint second were Susan
Barclay, Joyce Howard, Glenys Brind and Julie Sheffield; third was
Margaret Hulson.

As was common, when the Germans needed housing, they would expel
families from their homes. One day they came to evict the de Kock family.
But, after a conversation, it was agreed that the Nazis would have complete
use of the main floor while the family moved to the upstairs, with my mother
hiding in the attic. Those three weeks were full of anxiety for everyone.
Had my mother been discovered, the whole family would have been
murdered. These consequences were well known to the de Kock’s before
they took in my mother. But their deep faith in God compelled them to take
the risk. They felt commanded by God to “welcome the stranger,” to
“provide for the less fortunate,” “to shelter the homeless,” to “protect the
innocent,” “to keep faith with those in need.” They took their religion
seriously and acted as they believed God expected them to act. My sense is
that they would have rather been killed doing the right thing, than lived
having violated their calling as people of faith and integrity. May we never
be tested, but if we are, I hope that each of us would be as courageous.

For the next meeting on 12th October we have Liz Kydd coming to give us a
demonstration on Christmas Crafts; we meet at 7:00pm on the 2nd Thursday
of the month in the Community Centre, Whittington and a warm welcome is
extended to anyone wishing to join us.
Julie Sheffield
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
DESERT ISLAND DISCS - 10
This month’s choice comes from a “Maid of Kent”
(someone from the west) or “Kentish Maid” (someone
from the east of the county, as divided by the River
Medway). I’m not sure which, as my home was the town of Lydd, on
Romsey Marsh, the most southerly town in the County. Born in the 1950s
there were several styles of music as I grew up in the 60s and 70s.
My first choice of music is a Reggae-style which is good for dancing to, by
the Pioneers it is “Let Your Yes be Yes” which also happens to be a quote
from the Bible, Matthew chapter 5, verse 37; a book to last a lifetime. I also
like guitar music, so Peter Sarstadt singing “Where Do You Go To, My
Lovely?” would be my next meaningful choice as it was around the time I
read, as a teenager, a book called Children of the Sun, about the street
children in Naples; but hopefully someone would be thinking the title about
me, when I am on the island!

A few days after May 5th 1945, my mother was reunited with her family.
Miraculously, all five had survived, along with her Aunt Hete, but all of the
rest of the family - her grandmother, aunts, uncles and cousins - were
murdered. As Ester, my sister, and I grew up, her story came out in small
snippets. We would ask something, she would respond until breaking down
in tears, and that was it until next time. Over the years we were able to learn
more and more, and ultimately she was able to share her story on videotape.
She spoke of her grandmother, and how her father’s inability to convince his
mother to join them in hiding haunted him the rest of his life. She spoke of
her cousins, her best friends, who were “taken away”. Whenever we
travelled, wherever we travelled, she would look in the phonebook for the
names of her cousins in the vain hope that any had survived. She lived with
survivor’s remorse, asking, “Why did I live when they all died?”

A much earlier song from 1946, sung by Kathleen Ferrier, a beautiful lady,
“What is Life to be Without You?” was first played to me by a lovely
couple that I lodged with in Middlesex whilst training for my first job – tax
officer with HMRC – reminds me of all those we have lost, and in my case,
16

The silver lining was the de Kock family. They and my mother and family
have remained close over the years. Thirty four years ago the de Kock
family and Gerard van Angelen were inducted into the Avenue of the
Righteous Gentiles on the mountain of memory in Jerusalem at Yad
21

ANOTHER ANNE FRANK – EXCEPT THAT EDITH SURVIVED
Rabbi Arne remembers
My mother, Edith Hes Sleutelberg, often spoke of an idyllic childhood in her
home town, Zaltbommel, in the Netherlands- excellent parents, grandparents,
siblings, cousins, friends; lots of activities, good schools, a vibrant
synagogue, nature, sports and fun. And then came the Nazis. She was
terrified. “The sky was black with planes,” she said. Jewish children were
not allowed to go to school; her parents had to close their shop and she could
no longer go to the park to play with her friends. They could only shop for
food for one hour in the afternoon, after many items had been sold out
(though some merchants put food under the counter for my grandmother);
and all Jews had to wear a yellow star saying Jood (Jew).
As she couldn’t go to school, my mother volunteered as a seamstress in order
to have something to do. It was whilst at work that a woman, seeing her star,
said, “Edith, I didn’t know you were Jewish.” She responded, “All my life.”
That evening, the woman contacted my grandfather asking for permission to
find a hiding place for my mother. In the end, she found separate hiding
places for each member of the family. The yellow star was a mark for death
but in my mother’s case, it saved her life. My mother was shy and liked to be
home, so preparing her for going into hiding, away from home, alone, with
strangers, was heart wrenching. I can only imagine what it must have been
like for my grandparents to give away their precious children to strangers in
the hope that they might survive. They told their skinny little fifteen year old
girl to count on it being six months, an eternity for my mother.
In the middle of the night of October 3rd 1942, after she put on nine layers of
clothing and ripped off her yellow star, Gerard van Angelen put her on the
back of his bicycle, peddled her to the Waal River, and rowed her across to a
point near Haaften, where Krijn de Kock placed her on the back of his
bicycle and took her to “Pella,” their farm. There she would spend the next
two years and seven months. For the rest of her life, she observed October 3rd
as a sombre day of fasting and mourning.
With great fortune the de Kock family was welcoming, and loving; they
made my mother feel like one of their family, calling her “sus.”(Sister).
Though she could only go outside amongst the trees late at night to get some
fresh air, she was, nonetheless, fully integrated in family life. If anyone
20

my first special boyfriend, the one you love more than yourself, who died a
week after a motorbike accident; an introduction to the grief we all share in
life.
So to cheer myself up, but still in sombre mood, I’d pretend to be the
clarinettist in “Stranger on the Shore” by Acker Bill: written for his
daughter Jenny, it would be very apt.
Maybe I could make some sort of musical instrument on the island, a
windpipe of sorts? That is what I would always say when asked if I played
anything. It was a Secondary School music teacher, an old lady called Mrs
Rose, who started me singing and trained me and because of my love of
guitar music my fifth choice would be Joan Baez, my favourite folk singer,
with her pure voice, singing “Mary Hamilton”. This would speak to me of
our history, but also the fact that so many women in the world are not free to
be themselves.
I could not leave out a special memory of when Mark, my husband, was
courting me. He took me to Llangollen, in the hope of hearing Pavarotti, but
all the tickets had been sold. As we were about to leave a couple came out,
having to rush home. We had their tickets for half-price, bless them, and saw
him. So I would take a recording from when he sang “La Donna e Mobile”
in Moscow, 1964, and I can pretend to be the pianist.
I found my next choice whilst looking up songs and music on You-Tube, and
again it evokes memories. It was in the Sergeant’s Mess of the 1 st Royal
Welsh Fusiliers that I heard a Welsh Army Choir sing “Chorus of the
Hebrew Slaves” from the opera Nabucco, by Verdi; the tears were
streaming down my face by the end. I would like a recording by the Red
Army Choir, quite near to a Welsh Choir!
My final choice would be for a piece of classical music, so although I would
enjoy conducting, with no one to watch me, the 1812 Overture it will
instead have to be Vivaldi’s “Four Seasons” as I could play each season in
turn, if the weather did change on my island.
If I have to rush to save just one from the waves it would be “Let Your Yes
be Yes” as this is the most cheerful, and it would also kick-off ‘By the
Rivers of Babylon’ in my mind, to dance to.
17

A luxury item – would I be allowed my Swiss penknife as it has scissors on
it for my hair and nails? (Having checked the website, Yes – Editor). If not, a
large plastic bag to collect fresh water by condensation at night, and to keep
clothes dry.

CHILDREN’S PAGE

Finally my choice of book would be “Slan” by A E van Vogt; an old sci-fi
about humans, who after a disaster in the world develop or evolve mindreading hairs at the corners of their foreheads. Would I develop any special
powers over time or would I just spend time getting closer to God?
Janet Norwood
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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