WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

PARISH SERVICES

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre
Secretary: Mrs Joyce Howard

Tel:656389

SUNDAY SERVICES:
8:00am Holy Communion on 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays
10:30am Holy Communion weekly
6:30pm Holy Communion according to the Book of
Common Prayer on 1st Sunday
6:30pm Evensong on the 3rd Sunday

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:

Chairman: Jonjo Evans
Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis

Tel:671300
Tel:662500

4:00pm Messy Church on the 4th Sunday
(No Service in July or August)

BELL RINGING:

Details from Brian Rothera

Tel:657778

BROWNIES, GUIDES:

6:00-7:15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre
Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere
Tel:624390
BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen)
2 Heather Bank, Gobowen
Tel:658016
e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com

WEEKDAYS: 9:30am Holy Communion - Thursday
5:30pm Choir Practice
- Alternate Thursdays
RECTOR:
Reverend Sarah Burton
Tel:238658
Assoc. Minister: Reverend Richard Burton email:wwfchurch@gmail.com
The Rectory, Castle Street, Whittington SY11 4DF
Curate:

Reverend Jassica Castillo-Burley

Tel:611749

WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:

CHURCHWARDENS:

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions
Leaders: Dawn and Mandy
Meet in the Community Centre 9:00am – 3:00pm

Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington

Tel:670940

Mrs G Roberts, 4, Western Avenue, Whittington, SY11 4BP
e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com

Tel:662236

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington
Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington

Tel:656389
Tel:659562

ORGANIST: Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall

Tel:662116

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White
Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm. This will now be the
only stop in the village.

MAGAZINE:
Editor:
Miss A Ward, Manor Garden, 5 Boot Street,
Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com

Tel:672838

CHURCH WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk

Distribution:

Tel:659385

SCHOOL WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonschool.co.uk

WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL:

Tel:670127

SENIOR CITIZENS:

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning
All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall
Secretary: Mrs Gillian Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington

Tel:662236

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE:
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Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road

Headteacher: Mr Carl Rogers
e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk

Tel:662269
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CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY:

October 2018

Mr Andy Cawthray - email: WhitCBC@gmail.com

Tel:657178
07581 710523

Setting Goals

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:

As the first day of the month approached, I was
reflecting on the fact that for some reason
September seems to carry with it the idea of new
beginnings. Possibly the return to school for the
local children and a restarting of routine; maybe the change in the season, or
perhaps the idea that Christmas is not far away, causes people to focus on
new beginnings: diet, exercise or new jobs. Whatever the reason, this time
is a good ‘pause’ moment in the business of life to review where we are and
where we’d like to be before the end of this year. We can take a look at the
goals we set at the beginning of the year, and see how we are doing, or we
can set new goals if we don’t have any.

Richard Beaman

If you’re reading this, it’s not too late to make changes towards your goals,
even if you have gone a little off track.

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG
e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk
Tel:650488

We all need direction or purpose in our lives; it is a basic need of human
nature. Making goals for your life helps us to have a focus. It will make
decision-making easier, and will help you feel a sense of achievement. If
you have no goal; how can you celebrate those accomplishments along the
way.
What do I mean? Well let’s use weight-loss
goal to lose a stone. We have a focus now,
victory towards our goal. It motivates us.
measure our choices against the goal (does
weight?).

as an example. We make a
and every pound we lose is a
Every time we eat, we can
this choice help me to lose

Tel:659166

CRICKET SECRETARY:

Trina Lewis – email: lewisbtkr@aol.com

Tel:774406
07968 844341

BOWLING SECRETARY:

Eileen Sinker

Tel:770212

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY:

Mrs Kath Griffiths

Tel:662116

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON
AND WEST FELTON:

WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL:

Amy Jones (Clerk to the Council)
Held the fourth Tuesday in the month
clerk@whittingtonpc.com
http://www.whittingtonpc.com

Tel: 829571

SHROPSHIRE YOUTH SERVICE:

Rural Mobile visits the village on Tuesday 6:15pm – 8:00pm
bus parks opposite the “Premier” Shop, Whittington.
Open to young people between the ages of 13 – 20 yrs.
Contact: Wendy Stockton, Shropshire Council Youth Worker.

Tel:654175

BAPTISM SECRETARY:

This way of thinking can be employed in every aspect of our lives, and we
can move forward to achieve all that is in our hearts.

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk

Today, take some time to consider what you would like to achieve, and break
2

WEDDING: Please contact the Rector

Tel:681036

Tel:238658
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around 532 AD and is supported, below ground, by 336 columns. A location
for the James Bond film ‘From Russia with Love, the cavern sees tourists
crossing over 2 acres of 12 inch deep water, on wooden walkways, to take in
the occasional art exhibit or marvel at the intricate design on the columns
themselves.
The Topkapi Sarayi, built by Mehmet the Conqueror as a sultan’s palace,
was the seat of the Ottoman Empire for almost four centuries and home to
nearly 3000 people, serving as royal residence, harem, administration
building and military barracks. One of the most popular sections is the
harem, once the quarters of about 300 women who were the sultans' wives
and concubines, and their children. You can visit the bedrooms, halls and
terraces of the harem, and see the lavish royal bedchamber and Imperial
Hall. No expense was spared in decorating the palace and exquisitely
designed rooms, intricately detailed fountains and gateways, and the splendid
Treasury, which houses one of the world’s greatest collections of treasure.
The 16 century palace of the sultan’s Grand Vizier, Ibrahim Pasa, is now
the Turkish and Islamic Art Museum and contains what many consider to be
the finest collection of Islamic artefacts in the world. It has more than
40,000 examples of Selçuk, Mamluk and Ottoman Turkish art, including
ceramics, Koran cases, calligraphy, textiles, metalwork and illuminated
manuscripts. Its antique carpet exhibit is renowned; the carpets, kilims and
prayer rugs forming one of the richest and oldest collections in the world.
th

Finally, if you are a fan of Agatha Christie, pop into the Pera Palace Hotel,
opened in 1890; it was Istanbul’s first luxury hotel. Built to cater to the needs
of guests who travelled on the Orient Express train between Paris and
Istanbul, Agatha was a regular guest, always staying in room 411 and it was
here that she wrote ‘Murder on the Orient Express’.

“I hope you don’t mind
me checking, but we’ve
received an anonymous
tip-off about your
Harvest Festival
offering.”
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that down in to manageable goals for a timeframe. Why not look for likeminded people to walk the journey with.
Happy goal-setting!
Jassica

Restoration News – Guess the Number of Tiles
Part of the necessary restoration work
on our church is to lift all the parquet
floor tiles, this is because most of them
are now wobbly and a serious health
and safety hazard. The work involves
lifting the tiles, skimming the floor,
cleaning and replacing them. Here is a
little fun competition – guess how many
parquet floor tiles there are in church? If you would like to enter our
competition, then write your estimate on the form at the back of church – just
£1 per entry.
The prize is a box of chocolates – I know it’s not much, but the game is fun
and anyway the cost of the work exceeds £26,000 – eye-watering. The
winner will be announced at the Parish Communion on the first Sunday of
November; and I will, if I remember, let you know the official estimated
number of tiles in the December magazine. (I am sure our excellent editor
will remind me!)
Richard
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of Mecca), and Islamic calligraphy inscriptions on the dome from the
Ottoman period.

DIARY
2

12:00noon

Whittington Senior Citizens’ Harvest Lunch in the
Senior Citizens’ Hall; details on pages 12-13

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

7:30pm

Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens’ Hall; £1.50
including refreshments

7:30pm

Australian Welsh Male Voice Choir and
Orthopaedic Hospital Male Voice Choir Joint
Concert in aid of the League of Friends to RJAH
and Hope House in Whittington Parish Church
SOLD OUT – SOLD OUT

4

9:30am

Holy Communion

5

2:00pm

Whittington School Harvest Service in church

6

8:30am

The October Prayer Breakfast to support the
Schools Christian Project Worker will be at Hope
Church, Oswestry; if you would like to attend
please call Lynn Carroll on 659385 by Wednesday
3rd October
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NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
HARVEST SUNDAY & NATIONAL GRANDPARENTS DAY

3

10:30am
Family Communion
12:30for 1:00pm Harvest Lunch; tickets are available from the
Churchwardens £10 Adults and £5 per child (12 and
under); details on page 7
6:30pm
Harvest Songs of Praise
4

For a 360° view of the city climb the Galata Tower, called Christea Turris,
(the Tower of Christ in Latin), built in the 14th century; the 206 feet high
tower is a cone-capped cylinder dominating the skyline. It is now a
conference venue, with fine dining restaurants and belly dancing displays in
its nightclub.
The Covered Bazaar, (Kapali Çarsi), also known as the Grand Bazaar, is the
oldest and biggest enclosed bazaar in the world, and is one of the most
enticing and mesmerizing attractions in Istanbul. It is a vast labyrinth of 65
twisting streets crammed with more than 4,000 shops, teahouses, hamams
(Turkish baths), mosques, storehouses and fountains. It is a fascinating
experience to wander around the alleyways, looking and enjoying, or
bargaining and purchasing; protracted bargaining over a cup of tea is an
important institution. You can find almost anything, from meerschaum pipes,
carpets, and jewellery, to Turkish Delight, textiles, spices, clothing, and
hand-painted ceramics. Built in 1461 the bazaar grew by covering an
increasingly large area of shops and streets with roofs, arches, and domes; it
became the centre of trading during the Ottoman period. Caravans of silk
traders traditionally stayed here while selling their merchandise, and many of
these caravanserais still exist as storehouses today.
The Dolmabahce Palace was home to six Sultans until the abolition of the
Caliphate in 1924 when on 3rd March a law transferred the ownership of the
palace to the national heritage of the new Turkish Republic. Mustafa Kemal
Atatürk, founder and first President of the Republic, used it as a presidential
residence in the summer months, and was in residence before his death on
November 10th 1938. The palace has an ostentatious interior of crystal
chandeliers, while the exterior of the palace has a vast, beautiful garden.
The Hippodrome of Constantinople was built between 200 and 300 AD as a
stadium for both horse and chariot racing and other amusements. Seating up
to 100,000 people, there is little remaining of the structure and is now the
site of a beautiful public park with the Obelisk of Tutmosis III, the Basilica
Cistern, the Fountain of Wilhelm II, the Serpentine and Constantine
Columns being popular landmarks. The Sunken Palace (Yerebatan Saray) or
Underground Cistern is an eerie cavern built by Constantine the Great
33

TRAVELLER’S TALES

9

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

ISTANBUL

11

9:30am

Holy Communion

7:00pm

Whittington WI meet in the Community Centre
Speaker: Carol Gough Topic: Oswestry’s oldest
property – Raven Cottage

Istanbul offers so much to see that there is only room for a few words on the
different options here. The only city in the world reaching across two
continents, the old city in Europe and modern Istanbul situated in Asia,
separated by the Bosphorus Strait. Its history encompasses both the Christian
Byzantine and Islamic Ottoman empires; when part of the Roman Empire it
was known as Constantinople. Mehmet the Conqueror claimed it for the
Ottoman Empire in 1453 and it became the imperial seat of the sultans. After
the War of Independence 19119-1923, the capital was moved to Ankara, but
Istanbul remains the commercial, historical, and cultural centre. The call to
prayer heralds the start of each day and the city comes to life with over 14
million inhabitants forming a chaotic social and cultural mix.
The Sultan Ahmet Camii, or Blue Mosque, has magnificent domes and
uniquely six graceful minarets. Constructed as an Islamic rival to the Hagia
Sophia in 1609, it is one of the finest examples of Ottoman architecture and
is still used by hundreds of worshippers. The interior is decorated with
thousands of blue and white Iznik tiles, with traditional Ottoman flower
patterns, and it is this feature that gives the mosque its name. Its design of
successively descending smaller domes, soaring columns and 260 stained
glass windows leaves a lasting impression.
Famous for its size, architecture,
and beautiful mosaics and
frescoes, the massive, ochre,
domed structure known as Hagia
Sophia is one of the greatest
Byzantine buildings in the world.
Commissioned as a cathedral in
the 6th century it remained the most important church in Christianity for over
900 years. In the 15th century Mehmet II conquered the city and converted it
into a mosque, adding the minarets and fountains. Then in 1934, on the
founding of the secular Turkish Republic, it was declared a museum. The
vast interior, with its huge, soaring dome, contains different features from its
time as a cathedral and then as a mosque, including incredible Byzantine
mosaics, icons and marble columns, a mihrab (niche indicating the direction
32
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TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8:00am
10:30am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion

15

LAST DAY for magazine material for the November edition of the
“Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, Manor Garden,
5 Boot Street, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com

16

2:00-3:00pm

18

9:30am
Holy Communion
10:00am-12:00noon Coffee Morning in church; details page 16

21

TWENTYFIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

23

25

Praise and Play in church

10:30am
4:00pm
6:30pm

Parish Communion
Messy Church
Evensong

10:00am

Restoration Coffee and Cake at the Rectory; further
details page 12

12:00noon

Whittington Senior Citizens’ Monthly Lunch at the
White Lion; details on pages 12-13

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

9:30am

Holy Communion
Whittington Church of England School breaks for
Half Term holiday
5
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LAST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
ST SIMON and ST JUDE (CLOCKS GO BACK ONE HOUR)
8:00am
10:30am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ADVANCE NOTICE

NOVEMBER
2

7:30pm

Fun Quiz in the Community Centre; further details
page 18

4

4:00pm

Service of Memorial and Thanksgiving in
Whittington Parish Church; further details page 14

5

Whittington Church of England School re-opens
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Extracts from the Parish Registers
for the month of August 2018
HOLY BAPTISM
“We welcome you into the Lord’s Family”
19th August 2018

Ruby Eve Anslow
Of Balmoral Crescent, Oswestry

access off Station Road; to include some demolition of buildings
11: Reference: 18/01990/FUL (Amendments to proposal) Address:
Development Land SE of Whittington Primary School, Station Road Proposal: Erection of 34 No. dwellings; formation of access onto the
B5009; open space area and community parking area (Phase I of area
approved under 14/03027/OUT)
111. Reference: 18/03351/FUL (validated: 20/07/2018) Address: Castle
Cottage, Castle Street - Proposal: Erection of two storey extension to rear
elevation following demolition of existing extensions
1V. Reference:
18/03437/VAR (validated: 25/07/2018) Address:
Carpenters Shed, Halston Hall - Proposal: Variation of condition no2
(approved plans) attached to planning permission 17/03363/ FUL
V. Reference: 18/03438/LBC (validated: 25/07/2018) Address: Carpenters
Shed, Halston Hall - Proposal: Revised internal kitchen layout and
alterations to the fenestration on the western elevation (amendment to
previously approved 17/03364/LBC)
V1. Reference: 18/03382/FUL (validated: 01/08/2018) Address: Highway
Land Adjoining Moorcroft, Top Street - Proposal: Construction of
approximately 11m by 2m of raised kerb build-out to reduce road width
V11. Reference: 18/03483/FUL (validated: 31/07/2018) Address: 15
Cambrian Avenue - Proposal: Erection of single storey rear extension and
first floor side extension
(c) To note any planning decisions: Reference: 18/02172/TPO (validated:
11/05/2018) - Address: The Beeches, 17 Boot Street - Proposal: Fell 1no
Sycamore showing signs of decay protected by The Council of the Borough
of Oswestry (Whittington) TPO 1967 (Ref: OS/00074/62) Decision: Grant
Permission

REQUIESCAT IN PACE
“May the Souls of the Faithful Departed Rest in Peace”
1st August 2018

Bohdan Mychajlo Mirczuk
aged 60 of Top Street
Communicants for the month……...…192
Attendance for the month……….........237
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People who are out to find fault seldom find anything else

Date and time of the next meeting: The next Parish Council Meeting will
be at 7:30pm on Tuesday 25th September 2018 in the Senior Citizens’ Hall.
Paul Thompson-Lawrence
(This article is a brief outline of the main discussion points for the
Whittington Parish Council meeting and does not represent a formal record.
For an official copy of the minutes please contact the Parish Clerk or look on
the Parish Website - http://www.whittingtonpc.com
If you would be cherished when you are old, be courteous while
you are young! – John Lyly
31

Speed monitoring through Whittington: A request has been placed with
the police and they have added it to their list of sites to monitor and have a
presence.
Defibrillator update: Training sessions have taken place and were well
attended. It was suggested that contact details should be held in the cabinet
of who to call if there were issues with the equipment.
Footway Lighting: The Street-Lighting Annual Survey Report is
outstanding; the upgrade in Park Hall is still ongoing. The contractors will
then move into the village to install the rest of the new lighting.
Whittington Cemetery: The grass cutting is now being managed by a
different contractor; it was commented that the grass had never been as bad
as it was recently but it is now being carried out correctly.
Whittington Together: Councillor Johnson was looking to the events
planned for the future; there are lots of people supporting the cause and a
£2,060.00 Lottery Grant was hopefully expected.
Garden of Remembrance: The Contractor, Greenfingers, are going to tidy
up the grounds.
Whittington Castle: It was noted that the area looked untidy and the grass
needed strimming and then tidying away. Councillor’s Frank Davis, Paul
Jones and myself arranged to complete the work before the weekend events
being held.
Youth Club for Whittington: TNS have submitted a report on Youth
Activities to the Parish Council and have been invited to attend the
September meeting.
Planning: To note any planning decisions (a) 1: Reference: 18/00923/
VAR (validated: 26/03/2018) Address: Solar Farm at, Rhosygadfa,
Gobowen, - Proposal: Variation of Condition No.13 (removal of panels)
attached to permission 15/03975/FUL to extend the siting from 25.5years to
30.5years - Decision: Grant Permission
(b) To consider any planning applications received – 1: Reference:
18/03354/ OUT (validated: 24/07/2018) - Address: Development Land SE
of Whittington Primary School, Station Road - Proposal: Outline
application (access for consideration) for residential development to include
30

HARVEST LUNCH
Sunday 7th October
In the

Senior Citizens’ Hall
12:30 for 1:00pm
Tickets £10 Adults - £5 Children 12 and under
Tickets now available from the Churchwardens
A BAR WILL BE AVAILABLE
RAFFLE in aid of Church Restoration Appeal
4:00pm Sunday 21 October, Whittington Church

Messy
Church
Joseph in Egypt
 We begin with crafts
and activities
 At 4:30pm we gather for a short act of worship with songs and
a story.
 We end with sandwiches, cakes and drinks for all to share.

Everyone welcome
7

FRONT GARDEN COMPETITION
This is the ninth year of this competition in which every garden in the
village is eligible, regardless of size. There are no rules – we are looking for
the garden with the X factor, something that makes you stop and look. Our
winner this year is:
Mr. Roger Barclay
4 Walsham Avenue
Our judge said: This is a small, but attractive, garden
On various levels, with shrubs, very colourful pots
and hanging baskets, yuccas and two palm trees. On
one of the hottest days of the summer, this was a taste
of the Mediterranean in a typical English village’.
Christine Hughes
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
WHITTINGTON GARDENS COMPETITION 2018
I would like to thank all the gardeners who entered this year’s competition.
The judge enjoyed visiting the gardens on a beautiful, sunny day. Lovely
comments were made by her to the gardeners which I am sure they
appreciated. Please enter again next year. Perhaps the weather will not be
so hot and dry and the roses will be in full bloom!
Thank you all again,
Libby Morris
Class 1

Best Large Garden – Dovaston Perpetual Salver
1st Mike & Diana Jones
2nd Barbara Molesworth
3rd Keith & Kath Griffiths

Class 2

Best Small Garden – Flower Guild Rose Bowl
1st Dave & Sue Hardy
2nd Glen Murphy

Class 3
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Best Senior Citizen Garden – Castle Cup
1st Fred & Eira Phillips
2nd Ruth Haile
3rd Merv Hughes

Whittington Parish Council News,
Meeting held on 21st August 2018
There were ten Parish Councillors, the Clerk, PC Roberts and twelve
members of the public at the meeting.
Your Local Police Officer and Community Support Officers Contact
numbers: Local Police Officer: - PC 3718 Kate Le’Clere – 07792 774 024
Police Community Support Officers: - PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes – O7816
172 510; and PCSO 40279 Pete Roberts – O7792774047
About your Team: Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and
partners to identify, tackle and solve issues that matter to the community
where you live. Making neighbourhoods safer by cutting day to day crime
and anti-social behaviour is at the heart of keeping people in West Mercia
safe. Thanks to an investment in mobile tablet style computers, these will
enable officers to spend more time on patrol on the street and in
neighbourhoods. Officers will continue to come to people when they need
them and provide a high quality service however you contact us - in person
(on the street, at community bases and at partners and communities together
[PACT] meetings), on the phone or online.
Get in touch - 101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime
 oswestryrn.snt @westmercia.pnn.police.uk
 www.westmercia.police.uk
/
@Oscops - Only call 999 in an emergency, when a crime is in
progress or life is in danger.
In the event of a Police emergency call 999 for urgent attention; or ring 101
for non-emergency calls. The Police mobile numbers above will only be
answered if the Officer is on duty. If your call is not answered please leave
your name, number and a brief message. The Officer will respond at their
earliest convenience when they are next on duty.
PC Roberts attended the meeting and presented the crime figures that were
available for July; there were forty three incidents, but only sixteen actual
crimes; they were as follows: Assaults (4); Residential Burglary (1); Theft
other (1); Criminal Damage (5); Harassment/Stalking (1); Concern for Safety
(1) and Other unlisted (3).
29

Operation Christmas Child 2018 – time to pack those shoeboxes!
Once again we are asking you to support Operation
Christmas Child – a simple pleasure for both the giver
and receiver. There are so many children around the
world, who as a result of war or famine, will not receive a
Christmas gift this year and this is how you can help.
Get an empty medium sized shoebox and wrap the box
and lid separately in colourful wrapping paper. Attach a label to the box
marking it for a boy or girl and indicate the age category on it – 2-4, 5-9 or
10-14. Fill your shoebox with a selection of fun toys, hygiene items and
school supplies – why not personalise your box by including a hand written
note and a photograph of yourself or your family.
If this is your first box and you need suggestions as to what to put inside then
just look at the suggestion lists which have been put in the church porch.
There is also a list of items not to include, such as war related items,
religious items and chocolate (sweets with an eat by date of March 2019 are
OK).

Class 4

Best Herbs in a container – Community Centre Cup
1st Merv Hughes
2nd Dave & Sue Hardy
3rd Fred & Eira Phillips

Class 5

Best Vegetable Garden – Mayor’s Cup
1st Mike & Diana Jones
2nd Barbara Molesworth
3rd Fred & Eira Phillips

Class 6

Best Planted Container – Morhys of Rosehill Cup
1st Jane Powell
2nd Fred & Eira Phillips
3rd Kath & Keith Griffiths

Class 7

Best Shrub – Vernon West Award
1st Merv Hughes
2nd Dave & Sue Hardy
3rd Jane Powell

Finally place a rubber band around the closed shoebox and leave it in church
no later than SUNDAY 11th NOVEMBER 2018.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
SEPTEMBER CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Special Class – Most fragrant rose in all the gardens visited – winner of
the Pam Kup Cup

ACROSS: 1, Labour. 4, Autumn. 7, Stay. 8, Darkness. 9, Reasoned. 13, Act.
16, Presbyterians. 17, Sat. 19, Ridicule. 24, Reproach. 25, Abib. 26, Celtic.
27, Intend.

Fred & Eira Phillips (Rosa “Gertrude Jekyll”)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
WHITTINGTON CRAFT & PRODUCE SHOW 2018

DOWN:1,Lose.2,Blamerest.3,Radio.4,Agree.5,Tend.6,Music. 10, Sober. 11,
Noted. 12, Doric. 13, Available. 14, Test. 15, Apes. 18, As Eve. 20, Isaac.
21, Ishvi. 22, Fret. 23, Ebed.

The cups and trophies were presented to the winners at this year’s
Whittington Together Village Fair on August Bank Holiday Monday.
Overall winner of the Fernhill Cup(Most point in Show):
1st Kath Griffiths
2nd Libby Morris
3rd Olive Morris
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CLOCKS GO BACK ONE HOUR ON SUNDAY 28th OCTOBER

Gerald Jones cup for fruit and vegetables: Kath Griffiths
Best in Show Salver: Annette Adams

9

Best in Class for handicrafts: Sandy Wilson

CHILDREN’S PAGE

Children’s Cups:
Winner of the John Hughes tankard (3 years and under):
Mereda Cunnah Jones
Winner of the Ellis Shield (4-5 years):
Linus Richardson
The Junior Cup (9 – 11 years):
Awarded jointly to: Joseph Gallacher and Matthew Goodes
Thank you to everyone who entered this year’s show and hope you will do
so again next year.
Kath Griffiths
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Whittington Village Fete 2018

For the third year in a row, the sun shone on the Whittington Village Fete,
which took place in the grounds of Whittington Castle on August Bank
Holiday Monday. This year’s theme was to mark the 100th Anniversary of
the end of WW1 and to say “Thank You” to those who served, sacrificed,
and changed our world. The highlight of the event was the cascade of
poppies and the 26 silhouettes that reflected the 26 names that can be found
on the war memorial in Whittington Church.
The Fete was opened with the crowning of the Fete Queen, Evie Davies, by
Jill Whitby, chair of Whittington Parish Council. Evie was accompanied by
her attendants Ella Doogan and Olivia Chetin.
This year we were successful in obtaining a National Lottery Grant, which
allowed us to include Llay Welfare Band who added to the theme of WW1
by playing music from that era. Pictures from the event can be found at
www.facebook.com/Whittingtontogether
I would like to thank the local organisations for embracing the theme; the
suffragettes looked fantastic. I would also like to thank the Trustees of
Whittington Castle Preservation Trust for allowing us to take over the castle
10
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OCTOBER at Whittington Castle

grounds to host the event.

26th/27th/29th/30th Oct/1st Nov – 6:30pm Ghost Tours
of Whittington Castle and if required
at 7:45pm; please ring for details.
£4 per adult, £3 per child (please note
this tour is not suitable for younger children as it involves
going into dark rooms and being scared!) Join us if you dare
for a tour of the Castle where you will encounter the
“Ghosts” who will tell their tales. Tearoom open prior to the
tour; ring to reserve your tickets 0n 0691 662500.
28th Oct
12:00noon – 4:00pm Daytime Halloween Event - £1 on
entrance to the Castle. Play the games and win treats; visit
the witch to cast a spell and receive extra treats. Fancy dress
competition and best carved pumpkins will be judged.
31st Oct
7:00pm Evening Halloween at the Castle - £1 on entrance
to the Castle. Come dressed up, bring a torch, and follow the
procession through the village and back to the Castle. Visit
the witch for your treat; watch the fire demonstration and
take refreshments in the tearoom.

Our amazing poppy display would not have been possible without the
dedication of the people of Whittington and beyond who knitted, crotched
and painted the poppies. An amazing community success; completed in a
very short timescale. I am very proud to have been involved in this project.

Sue Ellis, Castle Manager – Telephone 01691 662500
E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk
Website: ww.whittingtoncastle.co.uk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
WOULD IT HELP?
Would it help to have a simple Bible reading for each
day, together with a thought to go with it? I've been
looking at the daily notes produced by The Bible
Reading Fellowship - they do all sorts, but the most
straightforward is called “New Daylight” (they tell me
that it is their most popular too). I shall have copies of
past notes in hand for you to see anytime and if you think it would help, a
word in church or a call on 671994 will get us going! The notes come out
three times a year and each batch costs £4.50; very good value really and
they really would help!
Arthur Drowley
26

We cannot set up and run the Fete without the help of volunteers. My thanks
go to Greg McArthur, Dale Northall, Wesley Rowley, Simon Davies,
Maxwell Bussey, Keith Griffiths, Mel Morris and the Chirk Air Cadets for
their sterling work in setting up, dismantling and running the Car Parks.
Special thanks must go to my core team, David Thomasson, Neil Conuel,
Claire Cherry and Lydia Northall who work tirelessly to plan and deliver the
event.
My final thank you is to the people who came along to the Fete and
generously supported the village organisations and local charities and for
providing bottles for our bottle stall.
The planning process for next year’s event will start in February. We are
always looking for new ideas and volunteers. If you would like to get
involved please email: Whittingtontogether@btinternet.com
Ian Johnson
Chairman Whittington Together
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
From the Chair
Following complaints to the Parish Council regarding the outdoor spaces in
the village, the Grounds Maintenance Working Party recently met with the
Greenfingers Area Contract Manager; they agreed with us that the Garden of
Remembrance and Cemetery were not up to their usual standard, and action
needed to be taken.
Although the Council do not own these areas we have for many years
organised and paid for the maintenance on behalf of the church. Over the
next few weeks the contractor’s workers focus will be directed towards these
two areas, and the manager has taken pictures to show them where the
problems are. The team owe us “work hours” from earlier in the year, when
either the weather was too bad or the grass had died due to the heat-wave.
They will now be paying back that time to make good on both areas.
11

It was agreed that we will monitor their work and report back any issues
directly to the manager. Obviously this won’t happen overnight but we
expect by the end of September, early October, you will see a marked
improvement in the sites.
Jill Whitby - Parish Council Chair
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Restoration Coffee and Cake
There will be a coffee morning (with cake) at the Rectory
on Tuesday 23rd October beginning at 10:00am. This will
be in aid of the Church Restoration Appeal – donations
on the door.
Organising a coffee morning is not difficult – invite
your friends and neighbours, buy a cake (or bake one) and it is done. If you
send the date and venue to me I will put it in the magazine. We need support
from everyone to complete the church restoration and all that we do will
build friendship within the church and beyond.
Richard
WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers
The Senior Citizens’ committee held an afternoon tea at the hall on Friday
21st September, to help Brian and me celebrate our GOLDEN WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY. We were also able to celebrate moving into our new

home in Western Avenue. It was a very stressful time, particularly as we
had lived in Boot Street for the fifty years we have been married. As most of
you probably know, Brian was born in the property next door to No 28; it
was then known as No 3 Boot Street; moving has been a big upheaval and
we would like to thank everyone for all the help we have received and to the
committee for providing the tea.
On Tuesday 2nd October we will be holding our Harvest Lunch, beginning
12

Diary of a Momentous Year: October 1918:
October 1918 was the month when both sides, in their
different ways, decided that they had had enough war.
The Germans, following their defeat at Amiens, no longer
had any hope of a strong negotiating position in peace
talks, let alone victory. Their economy was struggling,
and morale was low. The Allies, now sure of final victory, wanted it all over
without further disastrous casualties. The politicians, fearful for their own
futures, wanted time, but the generals were now calling the shots. The time
had come for a ceasefire, then let the negotiating begin.
The military won this battle, at least. The word ‘Armistice’ was banded
around: not a treaty, but simply (as the Latin word suggests) a laying down
of arms. The three most influential national leaders on the Allied side agreed,
and the Germans and their dwindling band of associates had no choice but to
go along with the solution. An Armistice was agreed for a memorable date:
the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month of the year.
Following preliminary discussions, a negotiated treaty would be finalised at
Versailles in the following January. Compared to Brexit, that is express
progress!
The Armistice was, in some ways, simple. The guns would go silent, killing
would cease from that designated hour. The Versailles negotiations, on the
other hand, would be complex, though somewhat simplified by the fact that
the Germans came naked to the table. They were desperate to save their land
from occupation, whatever the cost. In fact, it cost them £6.6 million in
reparations (probably about six billion pounds today).
Each of the Allies had important items for the peace agenda. France wanted
Alsace-Lorraine restored to French sovereignty, and the Rhineland demilitarised. Britain wanted German military power negated and problems in
the Middle East solved. The Americans wanted democracy restored and the
will of the people recognised throughout Europe. The three leaders – David
Lloyd George and Presidents Clémenceau and Woodrow Wyatt agreed about
most of the agenda, including the carving up of The German colonial empire
in Africa.
Peace would come at last, but not, as one wise man observed, the ‘kiss of
peace’.
Canon David Winter 25

Sir Walter Raleigh: Queen Elizabeth l’s favourite
adventurer and courtier

with a short service at 12:00 noon followed by the lunch. The cost is £10 and
will include a raffle ticket; please let us know if you wish to attend.

Sir Walter Raleigh died four hundred ago, on 29th
Oct 1618. This famous English adventurer, writer, poet
and courtier was the youngest of five sons in a devout
Protestant family from Devon. The family had faced
persecution under Queen Mary and as a result, he
developed a life-long hatred for Roman Catholicism; at the age of seventeen
he left England for the first time to fight with the French Huguenots in the
Wars of Religion.

The lunch at the White Lion this month will be on Tuesday 23rd October;
please contact Val Hayward on 01691 662434 if you would like to join us. If
you are a regular at the lunches, please let Val know if you are unable to
attend for any reason. The cost of the two course roast lunch is currently
£7.50, and includes tea or coffee. Recently we have had one or two people
booking a lunch and then forgetting to let us know they were unable to
attend; this resulted in the club having to pay for the meals.

Raleigh first came to the attention of Elizabeth I in 1580, when he went to
Ireland to help suppress an uprising in Munster. He soon became a favourite
of the queen, and was knighted and became a member of parliament in 1584.
He was appointed captain of the Queen’s Guard in 1587 and soon invested in
expeditions to establish a colony in what is now North Carolina. This was
ultimately unsuccessful, but he introduced potatoes and tobacco to England,
though they were already known of via the Spanish.
In 1592, the queen discovered Raleigh’s secret marriage to one of her maids
of honour, Elizabeth Throckmorton. This threw Elizabeth into a jealous rage
and she imprisoned them both in the Tower. On his release, in an attempt to
find favour with the queen, he set off on an unsuccessful expedition to find
El Dorado, the fabled ‘Golden Land’, rumoured to be situated somewhere
beyond the mouth of the Orinoco river in Guiana (now Venezuela).
Elizabeth’s successor, James I of England disliked Raleigh, and in 1603 he
was accused of plotting against the king and sentenced to death. This was
reduced to life imprisonment and Raleigh spent the next twelve years in the
Tower once more, writing the first volume of his ‘History of the World’
(published in1614). In 1616, Raleigh was released to lead a second
expedition to search for El Dorado. The expedition was a failure, and
Raleigh also defied the king’s instructions by attacking the Spanish. On his
return to England, the death sentence was reinstated and Raleigh’s execution
took place on 29th October 1618.
The legend that he spread his expensive cloak over a puddle for Queen
Elizabeth has never been proved, but it is recognised as the kind of thing he
would have done.
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Tim Lenton

On Tuesday 6th November we hope to arrange a trip to the Broughton
Shopping Centre and then on to the Grosvenor Garden Centre. We
anticipate that Christmas decorations will be on show and presents may be
bought. Please let Val or I know as soon as possible if you would like to
come as we need to confirm the coach reservation. The cost of the trip will
be circa £12 which will also include a tip for the driver.
On Friday 30th November we are holding a “Mince Pie and Coffee Morning”
at which anyone is welcome to have a table from which to sell items.
Dates for your Diary:
Wed 5th December – Christmas Lunch at Oswestry Golf Club (hopefully
without snow!)
Tues 11th December – Christmas Tea
Please contact Val, Marion, or me if you wish to join the club, it is not too
late to become a member.
Committee Members: President: Val Hayward; Vice President: Veronica
Hargraves; Secretary: Gill Roberts; Treasurer: Marion Lycett; Committee
Members: Frances Savage, Sue Dyke, Glenys Shuker, Mary Tomkins
Gill Roberts – 01691 662236
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Say again? – Three elderly church ministers, all hard of hearing, were
playing golf one sunny spring morning. The Methodist minister observed,
‘Windy, isn’t it?’ ‘No,’ the Baptist pastor said, ‘it’s Thursday.’ The
Anglican vicar agreed: ‘So am I! Let’s go get a pint.’
You can give without loving, but you cannot love without giving
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Sunday 4th November
at 4:00pm
in Whittington Parish
Church
For the lives of loved ones who have
died
This is a special service where those who have been bereaved can come
together to remember, and give thanks, for the lives of loved ones who have
died. During the service we will read out the names of family and friends we
have come to remember. There will also be an opportunity to light a candle
in their memory. If you would like to have the name of a loved one included
in the service, please contact: Miss. S. Dyke, 14 Rosehill Close, Whittington.
SY11 4DY – 01691 650831, dykechurch@gmail.com
WHITTINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
The meeting opened with members celebrating the recent marriage of the
president, Sandy Wilson, who is now Sandy Forde. A beautiful rose was
presented to Sandy and members were able to offer their congratulations; she
had thoughtfully brought along a beautifully produced photo album of the
wedding; this had been created by Julie Sheffield, a WI member, who is an
exceptionally talented photographer.
After singing the WI anthem, Jerusalem, the minutes of the previous meeting
were dealt with and matters arising discussed in an efficient manner. Feedback from the Whittington Fete acknowledged how successful the sale of
jams, chutneys, marmalades and jellies had been; in future the lids would be
covered in traditional green and white gingham; bric-a-brac and other
handicrafts had also been sold. The amount raised was significantly
improved by a very generous donation from Barbara Molesworth, who sold
plants and shared the profit with the WI and another community group. The
Poppy Display was acknowledged by all as being inspirational and a
wonderful commemorative initiative. A development point, regarding the
future of further fetes, was to increase publicity both prior to the event but
also after it; there was very limited reporting in the local press.
Julie Sheffield has raised a considerable sum of money for us, from a raffle
14

QUIZ – TV SITCOMS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

In “Dad’s Army” who called Sgt Wilson Uncle Arthur?
What is the nationality of Margaret Meldrew?
Which family lived in Nelson Mandela House?
In which show did Monica, Rachel, Phoebe, Chandler, Joey and
Ross feature?
“Fraiser” character Daphne Moon came from which country of the
British Isles?
Which Felicity was the star of “Solo”?
Who plays Jean, wife of Lionel in “As Time Goes By”?
Where did Hester and William Fields head for in the 80/90s sitcom?
Which 70s character wore a knitted tanktop, long mac and a beret?
Which sitcom featured Mimi la Bonc and a painting by Van Clomp?
What was the occupation of Gladys Emmanuel in “Open All
Hours”?
Chat show family the Kumars lived at which number?
Where were Miss Tibbs, Miss Gatsby and Major Gowan permanent
guests?
In the 80s how were Candice, Amanda, Jennifer and Shelley known?
On which birthday did Tom Good begin “The Good Life”?
Truman and Alder were the surnames of which sitcom flatmates?
Which 70s sitcom saw Wendy Richards as Miss Brahms?
Which Birmingham comic starred as Bob Louis in “The
Detectives”?
What was the profession of Tom and Toby in “Don’t Wait Up”?
How were the mature Dorothy, Blanche, Rose and Sophia known?
How was Bombadier Beaumont known in “It ain’t Half Hot Mum”?
In which show did Paul Nicholas play Vince Pinner?
What is the first name of Mr Bucket in “Keeping Up Appearances”?
Which sitcom was set in HMP Slade?
Which Blonde did Lesley Ash play in “Men Behaving Badly”?
“Drop the Dead Donkey” takes place in what type of office?
In which show did Baldrick first appeasr?
Which sitcom chronicled the life of Zoë and Alec Callender?
Which show’s theme song was “Holiday Rock”?
Which sitcom was set on Craggy Island?
Was Allly Mc Beal a lawyer or an advertising executive?
In the sitcom title how many children did Bill and Ben Porter have?
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However with the help of the Scottish Coastguard and an RAF air and sea
rescue helicopter he landed in Liverpool’s Albert Dock on the Sunday, the
day after the tragedy just minutes before a Memorial Service began in the
Roman Catholic Cathedral. The following week I remember the sad sad
procession of bereaved families coming into the office seeking tickets for the
formal service to be held in the Anglican Cathedral attended by the Prime
Minister and members of the Royal Family. I also remember fielding the
phone calls from those who wanted to tell the Bishop that the tragedy was all
the fault of the supporters - an accusation that took over 25 years to disprove.
In 2009 Bishop James was invited by the Home Secretary to Chair an
Independent Panel into the causes of the Hillsborough disaster. This was a
groundbreaking Enquiry as, unlike a Judge Led Enquiry, it interrogated
documents rather than people under oath. Many hundreds of thousands of
papers were examined and in September 2012 the report was released
showing that mistakes by the Police, the Ambulance Service and
Hillsborough Football Club resulted in the deaths. And that in the aftermath,
and for years afterwards, there had been significant attempts by the Police to
throw the blame on to the fans. Through this work the Bishop was supported
by a team of civil servants in the Home Office and it was my role to liaise
closely with them - they became good friends in those three years.
Both Bishops were members of the House of Lords and I became something
of a whizz at knowing the precise moment I should ring Parliament to
arrange for a Question to be asked in the Chamber. I attended debates on
several occasions and enjoyed Lunch in the Members Dining Room (yes, it
is like boarding school food).
Bishops have routine work too. The important tasks of running the Diocese,
caring for Clergy, playing their part in the life of the City and Region always
has to come first. I knew that if a Vicar rang wanting to see their Bishop
then that was a priority for the diary.
This article reads more of the Bishop’s role than of mine. But that is the fate
of the Personal Assistant. We find our satisfaction and fulfilment in
supporting the work of our boss. And that certainly worked for me - it was
the best job ever.
Margaret Funnell,
Retired to Ellesmere, and worshipping at Whittington Parish Church
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she organised, and this will support funding future speakers and WI costs.
Daisy Ladies are a National group within the WI movement who are part of
an unofficial website for the WI; they wear daisies when attending events
and this helps them to recognise others members of the group. They have a
considerable following, debating all aspects of WI issues.
On 3rd October the Australian Welsh Male Voice Choir will be performing in
the Parish Church; it should be an amazing opportunity to hear such a
prestigious choir accompanied by our local hospital’s Orthopaedic Male
Voice Choir. The WI will provide afternoon tea for the choirs; that is over
100 people, a challenge that members will rise to!
Oswestry WI Quiz Night is on 22nd October at the Oswestrian pub, Festival
Square and will cost £5.00 per team member; this will include chip baps
during the evening; entry from 7:00pm with the Quiz beginning at 7:30pm.
This meeting was a special event, our “Biennial Autumn Show”; and on
display was an incredible range of submissions for the different show
categories. Susan Barclay won first prize for the Plant section and Julie
Sheffield was first in the Floral Art section. The Halloween section was won
by Libby Morris; the Sweet Cookery section was won by Julie Sheffield; the
Savoury Cookery section was won by Libby Morris; the set recipe for a cake
was won by Libby Morris; the Preserves section was won by Julie Sheffield.
In the Arts and Crafts section there were three joint winners, Glenys Brind,
Julie Sheffield, and Libby Morris and the Photographic section was won by
Heather Evans. Finally the winner for a collage depicting “My WI” was Julie
Sheffield. Overall a stunning outcome for Julie, who achieved great success
during the evening. Entries were judged by independent judges.
The October meeting on the 11th will be a talk by Carol Gough describing
the history of Raven Cottage, Oswestry’s oldest property. Any women living
in Whittington, or further afield, should think about coming to Whittington
WI, it is a fun group with lots of activities to suit everyone. Meetings are in
the Community Centre, Station Road every 2nd Thursday at 7:00pm. You
will enjoy a very warm welcome.
Jo Goodall
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Dinner – Interviewer: ‘If you could have dinner with any person, living or
dead, who would it be?’ Applicant: ‘The living one.’
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Coffee & Company

“IN ANOTHER LIFE”

Come and Enjoy
a
Cup of Coffee or Tea
and a chat
in
Whittington Church - Thursday 18th October
10:00am – 12:00noon

All are very welcome - Entrance is free
Voluntary Donations to the Church
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
On the perils of the Harvest Supper
The Rectory
St. James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
Plans for our Harvest Supper always start several
months in advance, with the annual argument about
whether we dare increase the price of tickets by 20p to £1.50. After endless
wrangling we compromise on 15p, with several warning that this will sound
the death knell of Harvest. That every member of the committee cheerfully
pays £50 a head to dine out elsewhere seems irrelevant.
Hotpots are provided by the ladies of the parish. It is always interesting to
speculate on who has made which: some are robust and meaty, while others
are wan and watery. Having sampled these dishes for the past 30 years, I can
match each offering with the personalities of their creators. It is also amusing
to watch how the cooks manoeuvre to make sure the correct people receive
their own dishes. Mrs Ffrench positively chases Lady Masterson with her
hotpot.
After the meal, we proceed to what parishioners optimistically call the
16

They used to groan at home when I asked ‘Guess who I spoke to on the
telephone today?’ The scariest was Jeremy Paxman, the coldest Michael
Heseltine but the most thrilling was definitely Colin Cowdrey.
I worked for over 30 years as the Personal Assistant to two Bishops of
Liverpool - David Sheppard and James Jones. As with most desk based jobs,
most of the work was routine admin. But there were also plenty of days
when life was anything but run of the mill. I loved every moment - and both
of my bosses. I began work for David Sheppard (who had captained
England’s Cricket Team in the 1950s) just weeks before the publication of
the report into urban deprivation ‘Faith in the City’. This report was to shape
much of Bishop David’s work with the Church, the City of Liverpool and
National Government for the next ten years. The report remains a significant
commentary on poverty in our inner cities and outer estates.
For years there had been religious conflict in Liverpool with Roman
Catholics and Protestants declared enemies. It became known as the Mersey
Miracle when Bishop David and the Roman Catholic Archbishop, Derek
Worlock, became firm friends and together with Free Church leaders,
worked with their churches so that today there is a spirit of co-operation
rather than enmity.
The days when the Bishop relied heavily on his small staff were often at
times of tragedy. It seemed that the world’s press came to Liverpool and
asked to interview the Bishop when the toddler James Bulger was murdered
by two young boys (and again some years later when the boys were released
from custody); when 11 year old Rhys Jones was killed by a stray bullet in a
gang war; at the time of the IRA Warrington bomb; when a talented Vicar
was knifed on his doorstep.
But the tragedy that continues to mark Liverpool to this day is the crushing
of the 96 at the Hillsborough football stadium in 1989. And this tragedy was
to be a thread through most of the years I worked as the Bishops’ P.A. On
that April Saturday Bishop David was holidaying on the Scottish Island of
Barra with Sabbath observance allowing no transport off until the Monday.
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH
Everyone loves sausages, so here is something different to do with them.
SWEET SAUSAGE PIE
6-8 sausages
1 pepper
1 onion chopped
Spoonful of honey
Parsley
Salt & Pepper
Mushrooms (a handful of preferred variety)
Chopped tomatoes (tin of)
2/3 sliced and boiled carrots (optional)
1/3 – 1/2 pint beef stock
25g flour
For the topping – Sweet potatoes (approx 6)
Butter and/or milk
Oven 200°C/ 180°Fan/Gas 6
Peel, chop and boil the sweet potatoes. Whilst the potatoes are boiling, in a
different pan, slice and soften the peppers, onion and mushrooms in either
cooking oil or butter and add to the casserole dish.
Mix the flour, parsley, salt and pepper. Chop the sausages and toss them in
the dry mix before browning them in the frying pan, then add the honey and
quickly move it over the sausages glazing them, add the sausages and residue
in pan to the casserole dish.
Mix in the chopped tomatoes and enough beef stock so the consistency
remains thick. Add the cooked carrots if included.
Cover the casserole and place in the preheated oven for 30 minutes.
Drain the boiled potatoes, mash with butter and a little milk and top the
casserole mixture with the mash. Sprinkle some parsley over the top (halved
cherry tomatoes or some grated cheese are another tasty addition) and return
to the oven for a further 10 minutes or until the topping is crispy.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Bow wow! – ‘Doctor, I can hear all kinds of animals talk in my head.’
‘Well, don’t worry,’ said the doctor. ‘You’re just having Disney spells.’
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entertainment. I settle myself on the back row, smile, applaud – and think of
the large gin awaiting me back at the Rectory.
Colonel Hetherington imagines that the consumption of a bottle of claret
over the meal improves his intonation as he gives his annual rendition of
“The Lost Chord”. I can only assume the lost chords he refers to are the
vocal ones he once possessed. Miss Simpson’s jokes have been repeated so
often that the audience enthusiastically joins in with every punch line. Miss
Sprocker makes her annual (failed) attempt to hand around paper and pencils
and hold ‘a nice little quiz’ – she was a primary teacher.
Meanwhile the ladies in the kitchen provide a musical accompaniment of
crashing crockery and cutlery, which sadly drowns out all but the most
tantalising snippets of their gossip about the rest of us.
The evening always ends with the Major’s recitation of “The boy stood on
the burning deck”. Before he can commence an un-requested encore, I surge
up to the stage, thank all the performers, and wish everyone a safe journey
home. The Major is left looking like a boy who had just had his lollipop
stolen by the school bully. On reflection, that is quite an accurate analogy.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Whose fault is it, anyway?
In a small town a businessman put in planning permission to build a
nightclub complete with dancing girls. The local church started a vigorous
campaign to block it from opening. The church launched a petition and held
prayers in public. Work progressed, however, right up until the week before
opening. Then one night a bolt of lightning strike hit the nightclub and it
burned to the ground. The church members were rather smug after that, until
the nightclub owner sued them all -on the grounds that they were responsible
for the fire. Loudly protesting their total non-involvement and innocence, the
church members were all taken to court.
As the case began, the judge looked over the paperwork and observed: ‘I
don’t know how I’m going to decide this. It appears that we have a
nightclub owner who believes in the power of prayer, and an entire church
congregation that doesn’t!’
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FUN QUIZ
FRIDAY 4th NOVEMBER

7:30pm
WHITTINGTON COMMUNITY
CENTRE
TEAMS of FOUR - £12

To include refreshments
LICENSED BAR AVAILABLE

RING 662417 or 662116
TO ENTER
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Of mice and men – A minister went into
his local pet shop to ask for some help. ‘I
need at least 50 mice, 2,000 ants and as
many of those little silverfish that you
can get.’
The pet shop owner was startled. ‘We can probably do that, but it might take
some time. Mind if I ask why you are placing such an unusual order?’
The minister shrugged. ‘It’s simple. I’ve accepted a call to another church,
and the church council told me to leave the parsonage the way I found it.’
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If dogs could talk, it would take a lot of fun out of owning one

THE BUILDING THE BURMA RAILWAY
Seventy five years ago on 17th October 1943 the Burma Railway was
completed. The decision to build the Burma-Thailand railway was made
following the Japanese defeat at the Battle of Midway in June 1942, after
which the Japanese navy could no longer guarantee the safe passage of
supplies to its armies in Burma and New Guinea. The railway, which would
cross over two hundred and sixty miles of mountainous jungle, connected
Nong Pladuk in Thailand to Thanbyuzayat in Burma. It was expected to
enable the Japanese to move three thousand tons of supplies each day from
Singapore and Bangkok to the Indian border.
In early 1942, prisoners of war began clearing undergrowth, felling trees and
making embankments and cuttings, using little more than picks, shovels and
hoes. In June, the Japanese started moving Australian, British and Dutch
PoWs to Burma and Thailand for the start of construction.
Living conditions were initially bearable, but the start of the monsoon in late
May 1943 changed everything. The rain brought cholera and cut off supplies
for some PoWs, who starved while being worked to death. Perhaps the
costliest section was the cutting at Konyu. Sixteen Hundred and Forty feet
long and nearly Seventy Nine feet high, it was known as Hell Fire Pass.
Around a thousand PoWs started work on it in April 1943; by its completion
in August, only one hundred had survived.
The railway joined the existing Moulmein-Ye line on 16th October 1943. It
was used by the Japanese until November 1944, when parts of the line and
the famous bridge over the River Kwai were destroyed by Allied air raids. In
all around sixty thousand British, Australian, Dutch and American PoWs
worked on the line along with over one hundred and eighty thousand civilian
labourers from Burma, Singapore, Malaya, Java and Thailand. Over one
hundred thousand died during the construction.
Burma Railway
Memorial
The National
Memorial Arboretum
Alrewas
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