
   
 
 

 
WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:   
Second Wednesday in the month in the Community Centre 

Secretary: Mrs Sandy Forde                                                            Tel:654610 
 

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:  
Chairman: Jonjo Evans       Tel:671300 

Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis            Tel:662500 
 

BELL RINGING: Details from Brian Rothera   Tel:657778  
                                                                                 
BROWNIES, GUIDES:   
6:00-7:15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre  

Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere              Tel:624390                                                                        
 

BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:  
Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen) 

2 Heather Bank, Gobowen          Tel:658016 

e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com 
 

WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:  
Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions 

Leaders:  Dawn and Mandy                                                      Tel:670127 

Meet in the Community Centre 9:00am – 3:00pm 
 

SENIOR CITIZENS: 
Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning  

All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall 

Secretary:  Mrs Gillian Roberts, 4 Western Avenue   Tel:662236  
 

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE: 
The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White 

Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm.  

 

 CHURCH WEBSITE: www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk  

MESSY CHURCH: https://m.facebook.com/stjohnthebaptistwhittington/ 
 

SCHOOL WEBSITE: www.whittingtonschool.co.uk  
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SUNDAY SERVICES:  

  8:00am    4th Sunday Holy Communion  

                          11:00am   Parish Communion weekly    

 

6:30pm    1st Sunday Holy Communion According to the  

    Book of Common Prayer  

  6:30pm    3rd Sunday Informal worship 

   

4:00pm    2nd Sunday – Explore Together service 

      Messy Church – Currently “At Home” 

 

WEEKDAYS: 9:30am     Holy Communion - Thursday  

                            

RECTOR: Reverend Suzan Williams   Tel:238658 

The Rectory, Whittington SY11 4DF – email: revwilliams1991@icloud.com  

      

CHURCHWARDENS:   
Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington Tel:670940 

 

Mrs G Roberts, 4 Western Avenue, Whittington, SY11 4BP  Tel:662236 

e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com    

 

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington   Tel:656389 
                                                                  
ORGANIST:   Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall   Tel:662116 
 

MAGAZINE:        

Editor:               Miss A Ward, Manor Garden, 5 Boot Street,  Tel:672838 

  Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com 

 

Distribution:      Mrs C Hughes, 9 Rosehill Close, SY11 4DY Tel:662417 

 
WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL:   
Headteacher: Mr Carl Rogers      Tel:662269 

e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk 
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October 2021 

Rector’s Ramblings 
 
According to Wikipedia the month of October is the time when we observe:  

 

Black History Month  

Breast Cancer Awareness Month 

International Walk to School Month 

World Blindness Awareness Month 

World Menopause Month 

Vegetarian Awareness Month 

 

I found this list fascinating as it’s so diverse. It incorporates all races, 

genders, ages and abilities, as well as a care for our bodies, souls and the 

environment in which we live.  

 

When I looked at this list I thought how wonderful the human race is, we’re 

all different and yet we have so much in common, so much to celebrate and 

so much to work towards. The bible reminds of much of this, care for God’s 

creation, for each other, and particularly the vulnerable; as well as 

celebrating diversity the bible also has lots to teach us about working 

together.  

 

We’re currently working through the letter that was sent to the early 

Christian community in Ephesus: Ephesians, Chapter 4 has this to say “In 

light of all this, here’s what I want you to do. While I’m locked up here, a 

prisoner for the Master, I want you to get out there and walk—better yet, 

run!—on the road God called you to travel. I don’t want any of you sitting 

around on your hands. I don’t want anyone strolling off, down some path 

that goes nowhere. And mark that you do this with humility and discipline—

not in fits and starts, but steadily, pouring yourselves out for each other in 

acts of love, alert at noticing differences and quick at mending fences. 

You were all called to travel on the same road and in the same direction, so  
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CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY:          Tel:830901 
Jacqui Whitley  jacquiwhitley@yahoo.com               
 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: 
Richard Beaman      Tel:659166 
 

BOWLING SECRETARY: 
Hannah Hampson  whittingtonbowlssec@outlook.com    
 

TREASURER: 
Graham Humphreys – grahamhumphreys63@gmail.com Tel:622385 
 

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY: 
Mrs Kath Griffiths       Tel:662116   
 

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON 
AND WEST FELTON: 
Mr Stephen Charmley, The Coppers, Park Street, Oswestry SY11 2HF             

e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk     

Tel: 07870280747  
WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL: 
Amy Jones (Clerk to the Council)                Tel: 829571 

Held the fourth Tuesday in the month        

clerk@whittingtonpc.com 

http://www.whittingtonpc.com  
 

WHITTINGTON YOUTH CLUB: (Facebook page: Whittington 

Youth). Meets every Thursday evening 7:00pm – 8:30pm in the Senior 

Citizens’ Hall; entry fee £2.  A wide range of activities for 10-16 year olds 

supervised by qualified youth workers and activity coaches from The New 

Saints FC Foundation Ltd.  Telephone 01691 889791 or email: 

info@tnsfcfoundation.org.uk for further information 
 

BAPTISM SECRETARY: 
Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington  Tel:681036  

e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk 
 

WEDDING: Please contact the Rector   Tel:238658
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of the most important of a lord’s tenants, particularly those who owed 

him knight service.  

 

The main business of the court baron was the resolution of disputes 

involving a lord’s free tenants within a single manor, to enforce the feudal 

services owed to the lord of the manor by his tenants, and to admit new 

tenants who had acquired copyholds by inheritance or purchase, for which 

they were obliged to pay a fine to the lord of the manor. The court baron was 

for free tenants over whom the lord of the manor only had civil jurisdiction,  

and was originally held every three weeks though by the 15th century this had 

often become just twice a year. Those required to attend were summoned to  

appear, often by an announcement in church on Sunday or by a notice pinned 

to the church door; “Reasonable notice” had to be given, usually three days. 

Attendance at the court was a feudal duty, and those who failed to appear 

could be amerced, i.e. arbitrarily fined; this court considered personal actions 

between tenants. The court customary concerned the lord of the manor’s 

unfree tenants. But as the use of the court baron declined, the court 

customarily became the predominant type of manorial court, and gradually 

the court’s distinction between free and unfree tenants disappeared.  
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stay together, both outwardly and inwardly. You have one Master, one faith, 

one baptism, one God and Father of all, who rules over all, works through 

all, and is present in all. Everything you are and think and do is permeated  

with Oneness. 

 

But that doesn’t mean you should all look and speak and act the same. Out of 

the generosity of Christ, each of us is given his own gift. He handed out gifts 

above and below, filled heaven with his gifts, filled earth with his gifts. He 

handed out gifts of apostle, prophet, evangelist, and pastor-teacher to train 

Christ’s followers in skilled servant work, working within Christ’s body, the 

church, until we’re all moving rhythmically and easily with each other, 

efficient and graceful in response to God’s Son, fully mature adults, fully  

developed within and without, fully alive like Christ.” Ephesians 4: 1-16  

Message Version 

 

The writer of this letter doesn’t want the people to all be the same but is 

encouraging the people to consider what it is that they all have in common. 

We can learn from this as we to consider what it is to be like minded as we 

make this journey of faith together. We have different gifts and skills, 

different hopes and dreams, different passions and cares, but we do share this 

faith and I hope we’re all moving in the same direction. 

 

 

Every Blessing 

 

 

      Suzan 
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DIARY 

 

1 – 3    Harvest Time Scarecrow Festival; further details  

   page 6 
 

3 EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  
 

11:00am Harvest Festival Service with Parish Communion 

6:30pm Holy Communion according to the Book of 

Common Prayer 

 

12:30for 1:00pm Harvest Lunch; further details on page 7 
 

5 12:00 for 12:15pm Whittington Senior Citizens hold their Harvest  

   Lunch in their Hall; further details page 8-9 
 

2:00-3:00pm Praise and play in church 

 

6 7:00pm  Friends of St John Annual General Meeting in church 

 

7 9:30am  Holy Communion 

 

10 NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

 

 11:00am Parish Communion 

 4:00pm  Explore Together; further details on page 10 

 

12 2:00-3:00pm Praise and play in church 

 

13 7:00pm  Whittington WI will hold their AGM in the  

   Community Centre 

 

14 9:30am  Holy Communion 

4    

customary. The court of honour (or “duke’s or soldier’s court”) was made up 

with a misspelt word by cramming in a missing letter as a superscript. 

 

On the north side of the arcaded ground floor was the town jail, established 

in the 14th century and dismantled in 1869; beside the gates is a wooden post 

with hand irons which was used as a whipping post. In the central section 

various markets were, and still are, held, whilst at the southern end was a 

passage way for carriages to pass through. A new cupola was put on the roof 

in 1720. 

 

Four types of courts were held regularly; Quarter and Petty Sessions, a 

Manorial Court, and a Bailiffs Court. The Quarter Sessions swung into 

action quickly; within a year of the building being completed they sentenced 

two criminals to hanging. Quarter sessions were established in 1327 

when Edward III appointed men in every county to keep the peace. By 1368 

these justices of the peace were empowered to hear and determine cases 

brought to them on criminal matters, and in 1388 they were commanded to 

sit four times a year in their counties. This court could also before a recorder 

or judge in a borough having a quarter session separate from that of the 

county in which the borough was situated.; the last quarter sessions were 

held here in 1951. 

 

Petty session courts were established in the 1730s and were before a 

magistrate and dealt with matters such as minor theft and larceny, assault, 

drunkenness, bastardy examinations, arbitration and deciding whether to 

refer a case to the quarter sessions. From 1872 the courts of petty sessions 

were also responsible for approving licences to sell alcohol in alehouses and 

public houses. They were also later established in British colonies, including 

Australia where they were eventually abolished in New South Wales as late 

as 31st December 1984. Petty sessions courts ceased in Much Wenlock in 

1985.  

 

The manorial courts were the lowest courts of law in England during the 

feudal period, which began in the first quarter of the 14th century until 

around the middle of the 1600s. They had a civil jurisdiction limited both in 

subject matter and geography with each manor having its own laws laid 

down in a document called the custumal; anyone in breach of those laws 

could be tried in the Lord of the manor’s manorial court. This court was 

divided into three types: the court of honour; the court baron; and the court  
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be published on the Parish Council website Tuesday 26th October, Tuesday 

23rd November and Tuesday 14th December (2nd Tuesday). 

 

The Agendas for forthcoming meetings are available 3 clear days before the 

meeting, either on the Parish Council Website or the two Parish Notice- 

boards, one in Park Hall and one outside the School. The full minutes (in 

draft form) can be read on line two days after each meeting, https://whitting- 

tonpc.com, or via a copy from the Clerk Amy Jones. Tel: 01691 829571 

email: clerk@whittingtonpc.com                 Jill Whitby 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

THE GUILDHALL, MUCH WENLOCK 

 

When Wenlock Prior was closed by Henry VIII under the Dissolution of the 

Monasteries Act between 1536-1541, the town needed a place to hold legal  

proceedings and so the Guildhall  

was built. As you can see from the  

front cover photograph it is an  

attractive timber-framed building.  

It was built in in two phases, the  

south end (the court room) in 1540  

which was in use until 1985; and  

the north end (the council chamber)  

in 1557 and which is open to the  

timber roof beams, and still used  

for town council monthly meetings.  

 

The council chamber was later fitted out with 

ornate Jacobean style panelling retrieved from a 

local country house and installed at the expense of 

William Penny Brookes, who also established the 

Much Wenlock Games, in 1848. No one knows 

which manor house or how the panels became 

available.  The two upper rooms are open to 

visitors, for a small fee, from April to October. On 

display are portable stocks used to transport 

offenders around the town, they were last used in 

1852, along with a wealth of 16th and 17th century  

carvings. There is also a wonderful carved and painted coat of arms to  

Elizabeth I, dated 1589. Look for the amusing way the woodcarver has dealt 
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17 TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
 

 11:00am Parish Communion 

 6:30pm  Lift your Hearts in Praise in the parish church 
 

18 LAST DAY for magazine material for the October edition of the 

    “Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, Manor Garden,  

   5 Boot Street, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com 
 

19 2:00-3:00pm Praise and play in church 
 

21 9:30am  Holy Communion 
 

22   Whittington Church of England School breaks for  

   the Half Term holiday 
 

24 LAST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
 

 8:00am  Holy Communion 

 11:00am Parish Communion 
 

26 12:00 noon Whittington Senior Citizens monthly lunch at the  

   White Lion; further details on page 8-9 
 

28 ST SIMON AND ST JUDE 
 

 9:30am  Holy Communion 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Extracts from the Parish Registers 

for the month of August 2021   

 

HOLY BAPTISM 

“We welcome you into the Lord’s Family” 
 

15th August 2021  Layla Arabella Northall 

   of Western Avenue 

 

HOLY MATRIMONY  

We sent our Best Wishes to:- 
 

27th August 2021  Andrew Richard Caveney 

   and Wanda Jayne Williams  

   both of Penybryn Crescent                                       5 

 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:eaw4@btinternet.com


REQUIESCAT IN PACE 
 

“May the Souls of the Faithful Departed Rest in Peace” 
 

7th August 2021  Philip John Morris 

   aged 94 of Rosehill Avenue 

 

14th August 2021 Anthony Harley (Tony) 

   aged 72 of Iron Mills 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ACKNOWLEGEMENTS 
 

The Rector and Trustees of the Friends of St John the Baptist acknowledge 

the following donations: 
 

Donations amounting to £351 in memory of Philip Morris from his family  

and friends 

Donation of £135            Anon 

Donation of £40              For the use of kitchen equipment 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Harvest Time Scarecrow Festival 
 

Friday 1st – Sunday 3rd October  
 

IT IS NOT TOO  
LATE  

TO JOIN IN! 
 

Contact Rev Suzan Williams  
01691 238658 or revwilliams1991@icloud.com  

for more details 
 

£5 to enter – Proceeds to go to the Oswestry 
and Borders Foodbank 
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edge of the brook on the land the Parish Council own, adjacent to the play 

area; and others on the grass verges leaving the village towards Oswestry; to 

also incorporate a wildflower meadow for which permission from Shropshire 

Council needs to be obtained. The planting will be carried out by volunteers 

as part of the Borderland Rotary Club project. 

b) Receive an update on the planting of a Christmas tree on the grass area by 

the new car park. The Clerk reported that she had spoken to Winston Trees 

and a rooted tree will start off around 3 – 4 feet tall, growing approximately 

1 foot per year. They will supply, free of charge, a rooted tree, (they suggest 

planting 2 or 3 in case not all survive, at the end of November or beginning 

of December), and until the tree gets big enough to decorate, they will 

supply, every year, a 20foot cut tree. Resolved to accept their generous and 

kind offer and to seek permission from Shinglers to carry out this work on 

their land. 

c) The Clerk reported that the Christmas lights for the new tree have been 

ordered and there is a feed in the streetlight so power can be accesses. 

Parish Projects: 1. Defibrillators: a) Babbinswood – approve the 

Telephone kiosk adoption, contract and payment of adoption fee of £1. b) 

Hindford – Kiosk restoration and options for carryout the maintenance work 

required. It was Resolved to purchase the following items: The defibrillator 

sign, non-illuminated, glass as required, paint kit and any other materials as 

required. c) Signage options for branding the telephone kiosk in 

Babbinswood – it was Resolved that the Clerk obtain a quote for 

‘Defibrillator’ stickers that can be stuck around the top on 3 sides of the 

kiosk. d) Receive an update on the permission required for the defibrillator 

on the Park Hall Depot site, permission granted. e) Consider quotes from 

Highline for the installation in the agreed locations. Resolved to approve. f) 

Receive an update on the defibrillator order from Well Medical. The Clerk 

reported that the order had been placed and was currently awaiting delivery. 

2. Vehicle Activated Speed Sign in Park Hall – The Clerk reported that the 

Highways Traffic Engineer has given written permission for the VAS to be 

positioned in the agreed location and is now arranging for the post to be 

installed. The VAS has been delivered and is being stored ready for 

installation. Once the post has been installed Highline Electrical can install 

the VAS.  

 

Next meeting: – This will be a face-to-face meeting on Tuesday 28th 

September at 7:30pm in the Senior Citizens’ Hall with limited space for 

members of the public wishing to attend. Future meeting dates agreed and to  
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public to access. 

 

Road Safety/Highways: a) Councillor Charmley submitted an update 

regarding the flooding of Burma Road (by the traffic calming measures, near 

the Venue); a site visit had taken place. A lot of digging out is needed, but 

this could provide a long-term solution to the flooding issue. Firstly, work 

will commence to cut back the overhanging trees along Burma Road, which 

will open the site up and allow further work to be carried out on the design 

of the footpath. Costings for the footpath are currently being worked on and 

also currently awaiting sign off on a quote for vegetation clearance by TNS. 

b) Build out north of Park Crescent, Park Hall. This matter has now been 

resolved, the S.278 notice was signed off in March but had not been seen by 

the developer’s consultant until last week. Design work is now being 

undertaken and contractors should be appointed soon. 

c) Plenty of patching and pothole work has been done in Park Hall, and the 

verges have now been cut. Working with Primoris Homes and Highways 

control, to speed-up the top coating of the development at the Old Piggery 

site, as it is very dangerous at present with raised ironworks. 

 

d) Footpath link from Larkhill to Artillery Road. Chartland Homes were 

unaware of the overplanting by the owners of No. 7, they are speaking to 

them to point out that the planting is beyond their boundary line. Regarding 

installation of the footpath, Chartland are not obliged to install the path yet, 

but had agreed a temporary path as a gesture of goodwill. The extract from 

the planning permission clearly says on completion of the development: 

“The footpath and footway links shown on the submitted Overall Site Plan 

(Revision E) shall be provided concurrent with the completion of the 

development phases and shall remain open, free from gates or similar 

obstructions and available for use at all time in perpetuity.” Resolved to 

remove this as a standing item on the agenda.  

 

Whittington Castle Grant: To ratify the decision (minute 98.20 refers) and 

arrange payment to grant Whittington Castle £4,000 to support with the 

development of the new toilet block. To note that the presentation of the 

grant will take place on Tuesday 7th September, as part of the Castle’s event 

to formally open the new kitchen. 

 

Trees: a) Planting of trees in the Parish: Following a site meeting it was 

Agreed in principle to plant the following: Maximum 5 Silver Birch on the  
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Listen: My three-year-old was saying his nightly prayers in a very low 

voice. “I can’t hear you,” I finally whispered.   

He said firmly, “Wasn’t talking to you.” 
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HARVEST LUNCH 

On 
 

Sunday 3th October  

 

In the 

 

Senior Citizens’ Hall 

 

12:30 for 1:00pm 

 
 

Tickets £12 Adults - £5 Children 12 and under 
 

Tickets now available from the Churchwardens 
 

A BAR WILL BE AVAILABLE 

               

This will be one of the first opportunities for us to 

socialise together and, as always, this invitation is 

open to anyone wishing to join us 

 

However, for the purposes of catering it is 

important that we know in advance how many to 

cater for, so please reserve your seat no later than 

Thursday 30th September 

 

RAFFLE in aid of AIR AMBULANCE 

 

 

 

 

The average person works themselves to death so that they can live 

 

 



HEARING LOSS SUPPORT HUB 

 

The drop-in clinic held in Oswestry Library restarted in  

September, but the format will no longer be drop-in, you  

will need to make an appointment. It will still provide the  

same services: Hearing aid tube changes, battery collection  

and assistance, support and advice for hearing aid wearers and their families 

and carers. 

 

The clinic will now be held twice a month on the FIRST and THIRD 

WEDNESDAYS of the month between 10:00am – 12:00 noon. 

 

To book and appointment call Hearing Loss Support on 01743 342168 or 

email: shls@shropshire-rcc.org.uk 

Gill Barrow 

Hearing Support Loss Volunteer 

 

 

 

 

 

The monthly Tuesday lunch at the White Lion is being well supported and 

enjoyed by all of us; the company and to be able to meet socially are very 

much appreciated by everyone. These lunches are held on the fourth Tuesday 

in each month and have to be booked in advance. The cost is £10 per person 

which includes a two-course meal and a cup of tea or coffee.  I must 

emphasise that once a lunch has been ordered it must be paid for, as the club 

will be expected to pay for it should you not turn up.   Please contact ME 

on 01691 662236 if you wish to join us. The October lunch is on the 26th of 

the month. Membership of the club is not a necessity, if you would like to 

join us one month, you do not have to commit indefinitely, however many 

people that do attend end up becoming a member of the club – we are a 

friendly bunch. 

 

The weekly Thursday coffee mornings are proving very popular, a time for a 

good natter and catch up; once again membership is not a requirement so do 

join us if you are free. We have celebrated a couple of special birthdays 

lately and the Diamond Wedding anniversary of Mike and Barbara Phipps.  

On these occasions we have enjoyed cake and wine or Prosecco. We are  
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high-quality service however you contact us - in person (on the street, at 

community bases and at partners and communities together [PACT] 

meetings), on the phone or online.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In the event of a Police emergency call 999 for urgent attention; or ring 101  

for non-emergency calls. The Police mobile numbers above will only be  

answered if the Officer is on duty. If your call is not answered please leave  

your name, number and a brief message; officers will respond at their earliest 

convenience when next on duty. 

 

KEY ITEMS: There was no police presence at the meeting and no report 

had been received.                                                                                           

Shropshire Councillors Report: The Community Car Park boundary 

fence – Shinglers have agreed to remove a section of the fence to assist with 

pedestrian access. Still ongoing with the company is the maintenance of the 

green area next to the car park. 

 

Planning: a) Recent planning decisions published by Shropshire Council  

I. Reference: 21/03065/TPO Birch House, Daisy Lane SY11 4EA Proposal: 

Reduce by 1/3rd 1no Silver Birch protected by the Council of the Borough of 

Oswestry (Daisy Lane) TPO 2001 (Ref: OS/00048/01) Decision: Grant 

permission 

II. Reference: 21/03099/FUL Proposed dwelling adjacent to cemetery, 

Daisy Lane Proposal: Construction of proposed domestic carport and store 

Decision: Grant permission 

b) Consider planning applications: 

1. Reference: 21/03457/FUL Oak Mill Cottage, Whittington Road, 

Gobowen SY11 4NQ Proposal: Erection of two storey side extension and 

single storey conservatory to replace existing – the Parish Council have no 

comments to make on this application 

c) Planning statement – Councillors reviewed the existing Policy Statement 

and considered the amendments and additions proposed by the Clerk. 

Resolved to approve and publish a copy on the website for members of the 
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Get in touch - 101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime   

 oswestryrn.snt @westmercia.pnn.police.uk  

 www.westmercia.police.uk  

  / @Oscops - Only call 999 in an emergency, when a crime is in  

progress or life is in danger. 

 

 

WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS 

Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers 

mailto:shls@shropshire-rcc.org.uk


Defender of the Faith 

 

The 11th October will be the 500th anniversary, (1521), of King Henry VIII 

being declared “Defender of the Faith” by Pope Leo X. It recognised the 

King’s defence of the sacrament of marriage, the supremacy of the Pope, and 

his opposition to the Protestant Reformation and the ideas of Martin Luther. 

The title has been inherited by all British monarchs since then. Seventeen 

years later Henry was excommunicated by another Pope, Paul III, because of 

his divorce from Catherine of Aragon. Ironically, this came after Henry had 

his next queen, Anne Boleyn, executed. His infatuation with Anne was the 

reason he decided excommunication was a price worth paying, in the hope 

that she would provide him with an heir. This excommunication led to the 

independence of Britain from the Roman Catholic Church.  
 

Anne was the mother of Queen Elizabeth I, the strongly Protestant and long-

lived sovereign who was in fact eventually the successor that Henry VIII had 

longed for. It just never occurred to him that it could be a woman. 

 

 

 

 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Charmley, Manford 

and Harvey.  
 

The meeting opened with Councillor Davies paying tribute to Philip Morris 

who had passed away earlier in the month. Philip had been a Councillor for 

many years and had been the eyes and ears of the village; he will be sadly 

missed. 
 

Your Local Police Officer and Community Support Officers Contact 

Numbers: Local Police Officer: - PC 3718 Kate Le’Clere – 07870219518 

Police Community Support Officers: - PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes – O78702 

19190; and PCSO 40279 Pete Roberts – O7870219019 
 

About your Team: Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and 

partners to identify, tackle and solve issues that matter to the community  

where you live. An investment in mobile tablet style computers enable 

officers to spend more time on patrol on the street and in neighbour-hoods.  

Officers will continue to come to people when they need them and provide a 
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always open to any new members who would like to join us. The member-

ship fee is currently £7 per year, but many have generously been giving £10. 

If you feel apprehensive about joining come along for a coffee on a Thursday 

morning and meet one or two of our members who will put you at your ease. 

We meet any time after 10:00am and finish when the last person realises 

they have a home to go to – only joking. 

 

We had a super trip to Llandudno on Tuesday 7th September, thirty-five of us 

re-cycled teenagers experiencing some fresh sea air; many of us had not seen 

the sea for nearly two years.  I think coffee was the first item on the agenda 

and then a fish and chips lunch.  The weather was absolutely gorgeous and 

we headed home at 4:00pm.  Once again a coach was supplied by Owen’s 

Travelmaster, and the driver was Stewart – he seems to draw the short straw. 

 

Dates for the diary: 

5th October Harvest Lunch – Tickets are available at £10 each 

9th November A Fish and Chip Lunch to celebrate the life of dear Philip;  

we will need numbers as the meal needs to be booked in 

advance. 

27th November A coffee and mince pie morning between 10:00am and noon  

in the hall. Tables can be booked at £5 if you wish to sell 

any items.  

7th December   Christmas Tea 

14th December  Christmas Lunch at Henlle Golf Club; I now have the menu,  

   copies of which will be circulated; the price is £25 for 4  

  courses. 

Gillian Roberts Secretary 01691 662236 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

MOBILE POLICE STATION 

 

A Mobile Police Station will be on the Castle car park at 11:00am on:  

 

Saturday 2nd October, Monday 1st November and  

Thursday 2nd December 

 

Please feel free to drop in and have a chat about any 

issues that concern you, or just to say “Hello” to our  

local officers. 
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Whittington Parish Council News, 

Meeting held on Tuesday 24th August 2021  

 

A church is a hospital for sinners, not a museum for saints 

 



 

Sunday 10th October at 4:00pm  
 

Join us for a time of exploring what it means to 
be the family of God and follow the example of 
Jesus in our day to day lives. Each month we 

will explore a different topic using drama, crafts, 
music and more! 

 

Contact Suzan for more details 01691 238658 
Revwilliams1991@icloud.com 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

When the film makers come to church 

        The Rectory 

St. James the Least of All 

My dear Nephew Darren  

 

It has all been excitement and activity here this last 

week, with a period drama being filmed using our 

church. It was remarkable how many people felt the  

need to drop in to church to collect magazines, check the reading rota or 

arrange flowers, just happening to stumble over the film stars en route. If 

only they were filming every week, then our brasses would be permanently 

gleaming, woodwork smothered in beeswax and the notice board kept in a 

state of perpetual tidiness. 

 

Our Ladies’ Guild was thrilled to be asked to take part in a crowd scene. I 

saw little point in the wardrobe department taking hours fitting them out with 

Victorian dresses, as the result was little different from normal. The only 

awkward moment came after filming, when Mrs Simms was told she could 

now remove her bustle. She told the girl she already had. 
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A quick one-pot meal full of flavour with a touch of spicy heat. It can be 

served with a salad, wilted greens or some slices of crusty baguette.   

COD CASSOULET 

       serves 2 

  2 cod fillets (each about 140g /5oz) 

  4 large pinches of sea salt 

  4 turns of ground black pepper 

  ½ a white onion 

  100g (3½ oz) chorizo 

  1 tin of mixed beans 

  6 tbsp olive oil 

  400g (14 oz) tomato passata 

  A generous pinch of cayenne pepper 

  2 heaped tsp smoked paprika (optional)  

To finish: 

  Juice of ½ lemon 

  Extra-virgin olive oil 

  A small handful of chopped flat-leaf parsley 

 

Season the cod fillets with 2 pinches of sea salt and 2 turns of black pepper 

and set aside. 

Finely dice the onion and chop the chorizo into chunks. 

Drain and lightly rinse the mixed beans. 

Heat the oil in a large non-stick sauté pan (or deep-sided frying pan) on a 

medium-high heat. Add the onion, chorizo and remaining salt and pepper, 

cover with a lid and cook for 3-4 minutes, stirring occasionally to prevent 

burning. 

Add the mixed beans, passata, cayenne pepper and paprika, if using. 

Stir then cook – still over a medium-high heat, but without a lid on the pan – 

for a further 3-4 minutes, stirring occasionally; reduce the heat to medium. 

Lay the cod fillets in the pan; they should be semi-immersed but, if not, just 

add a little water. 

Cover with the lid and reduce the heat so that the cassoulet simmers gently 

for 5-6 minutes. The cod fillets do not need to be turned. 

Remove the pan from the heat. Add the lemon juice and a couple of dashes 

of olive oil, and scatter with the parsley. Serve straight from the pan.  
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
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crimes of international law are committed by men and that only by punishing 

individuals who commit such crimes can the provisions of international law 

be enforced. Second, it rejected the argument that the trial and adjudication 

were ex post facto. The tribunal responded that such acts had been regarded 

as criminal prior to World War II. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Petition for Annual National Fundraising Day for Animal Welfare 

  

A ten-year-old girl has launched a national petition 

asking the Department for Education to introduce 

an annual fundraising day for animals in schools 

across the country. Bailey Woozeer proposes that  

World Animal Day, held annually on 4th October, would be an ideal 

opportunity for schools to support both British and international animal 

welfare charities through events such as non-uniform days. Schools and 

animal welfare organisations have quickly given the idea a ‘phenomenal’ 

response, and her petition has attracted over 27,000 signatures. 

 

Bailey, from Doncaster, said: “Why are the nationwide fundraising days 

always about helping humans? Animals are desperate and suffering and 

many species are nearly extinct. They need our help. Please sign and share 

my petition, because one school fundraising day a year, for the animals 

around our planet, is something that should already be happening.” 

 

Like most charities, animal welfare organisations have faced a financial 

crisis during the past 15 months. Their income has been hit by a lack of 

fundraising events due to social distancing guidelines, charity shop closures 

during lockdown and donors reassessing their priorities. To sign the petition, 

go to: https://www.change.org/p/department-for-education-introduce-a-

yearly-fundraising-day-for-animals-in-schools  

 

Find out more about World Animal Day and how to get involved at: 

worldanimalday.org.uk 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Croutons: Why do croutons come in airtight packages? Aren’t they just stale 

bread to begin with?  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Others: If it’s true that we are here to help others, then what exactly are the 

others here for?  
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The producer thanked me for taking the trouble of going round church before 

they arrived, removing all those modern conveniences that would not have 

been there in the nineteenth century. I hadn’t the heart to tell him that 

nothing was any different from normal. 

 

Lord Marchmount was thoroughly miffed that they were not also using his 

castle for filming, even though the producer explained with exemplary 

patience that they needed a nineteenth century setting, not one which looked 

as if the cast had just returned from the Crusades. His revenge, getting the 

farm staff to spread slurry in all the surrounding fields throughout filming, 

has apparently meant that film stars now have a clause in their contracts 

protecting them from rural life. The issue of whether the outbreak of 

salmonella poisoning in the cast had anything to do with the catering caravan 

being liberally coated is to be settled in the courts. 

 

When all was finished, I thought it only right to invite the film crew and 

actors to the vicarage for sherry. When the producer left, I was delighted to 

be told he had just discovered the perfect home for filming his next project – 

which is about Elizabethan poverty. 

Your loving uncle,  

Eustace 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CONGRATULATIONS 

 

We send our congratulations and very best wishes to 

Mike and Barbara Phipps who celebrated their 

Diamond Wedding Anniversary on 2nd September. 

 

If you have family or friends celebrating a special 

birthday or anniversary and would like to have it  

mentioned in the magazine do please get in touch with the editor. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Queen on York Minster 
 

A four-day Bank Holiday from 2nd – 5th June in 2022 will mark the Queen’s 

Platinum Jubilee, the first British monarch to have reigned for 70 years, and 

York Minster is to mark the occasion with a statue of the monarch, placed in 

a niche adjacent to the South West Door on its medieval west front. The  

figure of the queen will be slightly larger than life, and she will be in her 
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Garter robes holding the historic symbols of her office as Head of the Church 

and State, wearing the George IV State Diadem, holding the orb and sceptre.  

 

Stone Mason Richard Bossons, a member of the Minster’s Stoneyard team 

since 2011 is to create the piece.  The piece will be carved from a block of 

Lepine stone – the French stone that has previously been used for figurative 

carvings on the Minster. Once completed the statue will stand two metres tall 

and weigh nearly two tonnes; work begins later this year and it will be 

installed during the autumn of 2022. The figure will be posed to form a 

protective gesture around the orb and sceptre whilst the Queen’s gaze is 

across a newly created Queen Elizabeth Square which will form the principal 

approach to York Minster. 

 

The Dean of York said: “We are delighted to be marking Her Majesty The 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and to give thanks for a life of dedication to this 

nation and the Commonwealth.  We are incredibly proud that the statue has 

been designed and will be carved by one of our own masons which is 

testament to the incredible craft skills we have here in our Stoneyard. We 

hope this statue will inspire the city and be a cause for celebration as we 

recover from the pandemic as well as setting a course to delivering our 

vision to create a new square at the West Front of York Minster.” 

 

PLANT A TREE FOR THE JUBILEE 
 

Why not join in the celebrations for The Queen’s 70th  

Jubilee next year by planting a tree in her honour in  

your garden?  You will be helping the environment  

and providing a lasting memorial to Her Majesty. 

 

Full details can be found on https://queensgreencanopy.org/ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CROSSING THE ROAD 

 

70 years ago, on the 31st October 1951, the zebra crossing was officially 

introduced in the UK in Slough, Berkshire. The crossings had been trialled 

over two years at 1,000 experimental sites, but in 1951 the black and white 

striped pedestrian crossings were approved, with their flashing Belisha 

beacons, and all drivers were required by law to stop as soon as a pedestrian 

set foot on them. The crossings were the brainchild of Yorkshire-man and  
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The Nürnberg Trials 

 

The  Nürnberg, or Nuremberg trials eventually ended seventy-five years ago 

on 1st October 1946, twenty-four men were charged with offences.  The 

authority of the International Military Tribunal stemmed from the London 

Agreement of 8th August 1945 when representatives of the USA, Great  

Britain, the Soviet Union and the provisional government of France signed 

the agreement to conduct trials of major Axis war criminals whose offences 

had no particular geographical location. This agreement was later accepted 

by nineteen other nations. The tribunal consisted of a member plus an 

alternate selected by each of the four signatory countries and began in Berlin 

on 18th October 1945. The twenty-four Nazi leaders faced the court charged 

with the perpetration of war crimes, and various groups (such as the Gestapo, 

the Nazi secret police) were charged with being criminal in character. The 

court sat in Nürnberg from 20th November onwards with the British 

representative as President.  

At the end of the trial sentences were 

handed down on nineteen of the 

defendants. One had committed suicide 

whilst in prison and another was 

prevented from being tried because of his 

mental and physical health, and three 

were acquitted.  

 

The remaining nineteen were found guilty of crimes again humanity. Four 

were sentenced to imprisonment for terms between ten and twenty years, and 

three to imprisonment for life; twelve were sentenced to death by hanging. 

Ten of them were hanged on 16th October, Hermann Goering committed 

suicide the night before he was to be hanged. Martin Bormann was tried and 

condemned to death in absentia. For many years he was thought to have 

evaded capture, escaping abroad, possible to South America. However, 

remains excavated in Berlin on 20th–21st July 1965 were conclusively 

identified as Bormann’s eventually in 1998 following genetic testing on 

fragments of the skull; his remains were cremated and his ashes were 

scattered in the Baltic Sea on 16th August 1999. 

 

In rendering these decisions, the tribunal rejected the major defences offered  

by the defendants. First, it rejected the contention that only a state, and not 

individuals, could be found guilty of war crimes; the tribunal held that 
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traffic engineer George ‘Dr Zebra’ Charlesworth, a physicist who had 

worked on the Barnes Wallis-designed bouncing bomb during the war. His 

zebra crossings were certainly responsible for saving many lives. The 

Belisha beacons, an integral part of the crossing but used since 1934, were 

introduced by Leslie Hore-Belisha, who served as Minister of Transport at 

the time. 

 

Zebra crossings were adopted throughout  

the world but have now been superseded to  

some extent in the UK by pelican crossings, which are controlled by lights, 

these were introduced in 1969. While  

zebras were named because of their appearance, a pelican crossing 

(originally pelicon) is so named as a contraction of the phrase ‘pedestrian 

light controlled’. 

 

In A Coruna, northern Spain, spots are used instead of stripes, resembling a 

cow rather than a zebra, as a reflection of the importance of the animal for 

the region’s farming.  In Hong Kong a tiger variation, painted yellow and 

black is used; it allows cyclists to cross in a central area of the road without 

dismounting, and obliges motorists to give way to both cyclists and 

pedestrians. A tiger crossing was introduced in Portsmouth in 2019. 

Australia, Iceland, Malaysia, India, New Zealand and the USA have all 

experimented with a ‘3D’ crossing based on an optical illusion. The white 

stripes appear to hover above the ground as though a physical barrier. 

 

Most of us can recall the cover of the Beatles Abbey Road album which 

made the crossing a tourist attraction. Since the photo was taken outside their 

studio zigzag lines at the kerb and in the centre of the road have been added 

to all zebra crossings. English Heritage has given this particular crossing 

Grade II listed building status. The La Paz, Bolivia, traffic zebras is a team 

of young people who dress in zebra costumes and dance in the city streets to 

make everyone aware of traffic rules. A crossing outside the Russian 

Embassy in Helsinki was painted with the colours of the rainbow in 2013 to 

protest the Russian government’s policy towards lesbian and gay people; the 

rainbow becoming one symbol of the LGBT culture; this protest was later 

repeated outside their Embassy in Stockholm, Sweden. In 2018 the 

authorities in Paris decided to paint some crossings with rainbow border for 

the Pride, they were supposed to be temporary, but after homophobic 

vandalism it was decided that they would be permanent markings.  
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SAYING THANK YOU FOR THE MEMORY OF PHIL MORRIS 

 

Absent for two years from taking part in the Annual Shropshire Historic 

Churches Ride and Stride we dedicated our return to Phil. He did many 

marvellous things in his incredible life but this Sponsorship Day was 

especially dear to him. Thanks to Kevin and Joyce for making it possible for 

us to open up our church on the day last month. Apart from the normal 

facility to ‘sign in’ their participation, we were able to offer our visitors a 

few refreshments and the usual, essential necessary! This year cyclists 

predominated. 

SHCT County Organiser David Hardham chose St 

John’s from which to launch the 2021 event. He 

expressed his gratitude to all the local Places of 

Worship for supporting this vital building fund 

raising event. Half the monies raised on the day 

come back to the participating parish and the rest 

goes to build up a common Trust Fund. Our church 

has benefitted often in the past from this source.  

 

But the hero of the event was our David Wynne,  

whose mammoth bike ride was our contribution. More details on his route 

and fund-raising results next month. But importantly you can still keep 

helping by donating to David’s efforts until the end of September. 

 

‘Phil, we missed you, but we know you were with us in spirit.’ 

Don Howard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rt Revd & Rt Hon Dr John Sentamu, the former Archbishop of York, 

2005 – 2020, will be the next Chair of Christian Aid. Dr Sentamu – who has 

been outspoken on issues of poverty and justice in the UK and globally for 

many years was created Baron of Lindisfarne and Masooli in the Republic of 

Uganda by Her Majesty the Queen, and sits in the House of Lords.  

 

Born in Kampala, Uganda, Dr Sentamu will be the first person of African  
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WHITTINGTON BOWLS CLUB 

 

The Bowling season has ended for both the ‘C’ and  

‘D’ teams, with both teams finishing a creditable 4th  

in their respective divisions. The ‘C’ team was ably 

captained by Jamie Ward who used a small pool of  

players, while the ‘D’ team captain Ed Williams rotated a large pool of 

players to give everyone league game time during the season. The ‘A’ team  

still has several games left at the time of going to press and are currently in 

the top half of the 1st division. The Bowling green will be closed from the 

23rd September with the annual renovation programme of reseeding and top- 

dressing taking place the following day. 

 

The Monday mini league has now been completed and has been extremely 

successful with participating members, and it is hoped that this format can be 

used again next season. 

 

The AGM will be held in the clubhouse on Thursday 25th November at 7:00 

pm. It is hoped that as many members as possible can attend so that 

arrangements can be discussed for the coming season, especially for the 

number of teams to be entered into their respective divisions. New members 

are most welcome to attend; further information can be obtained from our 

Bowling Secretary Hannah Hampson:  whittingtonbowlssec@outlook.com 

Mike Brunt 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Steve Mason has recommenced 

line dancing classes in the Senior 

Citizens’ Hall. The classes now run  

between 7:30 – 9:00pm on Monday evenings. The cost is £6 per session for 

upper beginners or improvers. Please call: 07963662426 for details. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Too clean: My mother is a cleaning fanatic. One Saturday she told me and 

my brother to get down to the living room and straighten it up. We had held 

a party there the previous evening, and she was none too happy about the 

mess. As she watched us work, it was clear that Mum  

was completely dissatisfied with our cleaning efforts  

and let us know it. Finally, my brother, exasperated  

with having to do it all vet again, reached for a broom  

and asked Mum, “Can I use this, or were you planning  

on going somewhere?”                                                                                   23 
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DID YOU KNOW? – THE RUBBER BAND 

 

The rubber band was invented by Englishmen Stephen Perry 

and engineer Thomas Barnabas, but Perry was granted a  

patent on 17th March 1845.  The natural rubber goes through a process 

known as vulcanisation, or curing, when it is mixed with sulphur, making the 

rubber more elastic and durable. The word vulcanisation is derived from 

Vulcan, the Roman god of fire and forge. The largest manufacturer is based 

in Ohio, USA and reported that it manufactured rubber bands with a total 

weight of 6.8 million kilograms in 2017. The figure was considerably higher 

in 1999 at 11.6 million kilograms. The biggest customer is the United States 

Postal Service; Royal Mail purchases one billion rubber bands every year.  

 

It was no coincidence that Stephen Perry focussed on rubber, because he 

knew Thomas Hancock, who is now considered to be the “father of the 

British rubber industry”. Although Perry did not intervene in the latter’s 

priority dispute about vulcanisation with the American Charles Goodyear he 

benefitted from this dispute. Because Hancock invested so much energy and 

time in the controversy with Goodyear, he failed to secure other rights for 

himself.  

 

Hancock had started to manufacture rubber tubing and piping as early as 

1822, and not long after he had the idea of cutting them into bands and rings. 

But he was not foresighted enough to think of any practical use of them and 

therefore did not patent the rights to them for the future. Stephen Perry 

closed this gap with his patent application about elastic bands in 1845. 

 

Factories that manufacture the bands also produce rubber rings that are used 

to seal flip-top closures to the tops of beer and mineral water bottles. Further 

uses include: to align teeth in orthodontics or as the mounting for hard drives 

in computer housings. 

 

The biggest rubber band ball in the world made by Joel Waul from Florida 

was included in the Guinness Book of Records in November 2008; it was 

two metres high, had a circumference of 6.30 metres and weighed as much 

as 4,100 kilograms. He was 27 years old at the time and called the monster 

he created “Megaton”; it is supposed to consist of more than 700,000 

intertwined rubber bands.  
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descent to take up the position of Chair in Christian Aid’s 75-year history. 

His term begins in November at the charity’s next Annual General Meeting; 

he follows Dr Rowan Williams, former Archbishop of Canterbury. 

 

Christian Aid’s CEO Amanda Khozi Mukwashi said: “This is wonderful 

news for Christian Aid. Dr Sentamu brings with him a passion and energy 

for global justice, a deep love of the Church and a profound theological 

understanding that will be able to speak into the crises of climate change, 

Covid, conflict and debt that are affecting the world’s poorest communities. 

We look forward to welcoming him to the Christian Aid family.” 

 

Following the devastating earthquake that hit Haiti in August, Christian Aid 

has launched an emergency appeal to help people that have been affected. 

The nation – which is still recovering from the 2010 earthquake that killed 

300,000 people and Hurricane Matthew in 2016, and more recently dealing 

with Covid and the aftermath of the assassination of its president – has now 

been struck another blow. Figures of those killed or impacted are still 

uncertain. Houses have been destroyed, roads are cut off due to landslides, 

power lines and communications have been damaged. People have lost their 

homes, belongings and means to make a living. They need emergency 

shelter, food, drinking water, access to healthcare and protection assistance, 

but in the long-term they will need housing, livelihood and psychological 

support. Marc Pascal Desmornes, Regional Programme Manager for 

Christian Aid in Haiti said: “We see families moving to wherever they can to 

stay safe with nothing but the clothes on their backs. Swathes of Haitians are 

facing growing hunger and healthcare services are already overwhelmed by 

Covid-19.” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

AN AFTERNOON IN THE GARDEN 

 

1 Time to plant daffodil bulbs to promote good root growth for Spring 

flowering. 

2 Lift dahlia tubers as soon as the foliage blackens. Cut back stems to 4 – 5 

inches, knock-off surplus soil and stand the plant upside-down in a 

greenhouse, or frost-proof place to dry off before storing them in a pot or 

box of dry soil or dry compost to protect them from frost or shrivelling. 

 

Hot tip: For hosepipes which kink when watering – apply boiling hot water 

to the kink. 
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Ask advice but use your common sense. - Yiddish proverb 

 

 



FLOWER OF THE MONTH:  CHRYSANTHEMUM 

 

Chrysanthemums are native to both China and Japan,  

and were first cultivated in China as a flowering herb  

as far back as the 15th century BC. Different varieties 

were used to treat headache, high cholesterol and the  

common cold. It is regarded as the symbol of a long  

and happy life; as part of this superstition, chrysanthemum wine is drunk in 

China on the ninth day of the ninth month for peace, health and old age.  

 

In both Europe and the U.K., due to its variety of flowering colour and ease 

of growing, it has become an important horticultural crop. Given a sunny 

position and reasonably fertile soil chrysanthemums are a welcome late 

flowering hardy addition to our gardens, and a useful cut flower for the 

house. 

 

TREE OF THE MONTH  HORSE CHESTNUT 

     (Aesculus hippocastanum) 

 

A native tree of the Balkan Peninsular it was introduced  

from Turkey in the late 16th century, and was known to be  

growing in the south Lambeth garden of the plant collector,  

John Tradescant. Horse chestnut timber is a pale creamy- 

white to light brown, with a smooth, soft, fine texture. It’s  

not very strong and is therefore not used commercially, but  

its soft texture makes it ideal for carving. Much admired for  

its beautiful candles of pale pink flowers in May it provides  

a rich source of nectar and pollen for insects, particularly bees. Caterpillars 

of the triangle moth feed on its leaves, as does the horse chestnut leaf-miner 

moth whose caterpillars provide food for blue tits.  

 

It became, in Autumn, a huge favourite of small children, and others, for its 

glossy brown nuts hidden in knobbly green cases, known as “obblyonkers”. 

Attached to string endless matches of conkers were played, the winner 

becoming conqueror. The first record of the game is from the Isle of Wight 

in 1848. Other uses include horse medicine, which it is said to have given the 

tree its name, because its seeds were once used to treat ailments in horses. 

The aescin, which can be extracted from conkers, has anti-inflammatory 

effects making it an effective remedy for sprains and bruises. Chemicals  
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Take another look at children’s yoghurt 

 

Most yoghurt made for children contains at least a third of a  

youngster’s maximum daily sugar intake. So says a recent study by Queen 

Mary University of London. Researchers also found that just one in twenty 

of the children’s yoghurts were low in sugar, while two thirds of them were 

rated as being medium to high in saturated fat. One scientist said that parents 

are often “misled by healthy-sounding claims and cartoony images” into 

feeding their children snacks that only “help fuel Britain’s obesity crisis.” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

FIELDMOUSE 
 

   Where the acorn tumbles down, 

   Where the ash tree sheds its berry, 

   With your fur so soft and brown, 

   With your eye so round and merry, 

   Scarcely moving the long grass, 

   Fieldmouse, I can see you pass. 
 

   Little thing, in what deep den, 

   Lie you all the winter sleeping? 

   Till warm weather comes again, 

   Then once more I see you peeping 

   Round about the tall tree roots, 

   Nibbling at their fallen fruits. 
 

 Fieldmouse, fieldmouse, do not go, 

 Where the farmer stacks his treasure, 

 Find the nut that falls below, 

 Eat the acorn at your pleasure, 

 But you must not steal the grain 

 He has stacked with so much pain. 
 

 Make your hole where mosses spring, 

 Underneath the tall oak’s shadow, 

 Pretty, quiet harmless thing. 

 Play about the sunny meadow. 

 Keep away from corn and house, 

 None will harm you little mouse. 

Cecil Frances Alexander 
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Like a pumpkin 

 

A lady had recently become a Christian and been baptised. Curious, one of 

her colleagues at work asked her what it was like to be a Christian. The lady 

was caught off guard and didn’t know how to answer.  Then she saw the 

office ‘jack-o’-lantern’ on a nearby desk and blurted: “Well, it’s like being a 

pumpkin.” Her colleague asked her to explain that one.  

 

So she said: “Well, God picks you up out of the patch and  

brings you in and washes off all the dirt on the outside that  

you got from being around all the other pumpkins. “Then He  

cuts off the top and takes all the yucky stuff out from inside you. He removes 

all those seeds of doubt, hate, greed, etc. Then He carves you a new smiling 

face and puts His light inside of you to shine for all to see. “It is our choice 

to either stay outside and rot on the vine, or come inside and be something 

new and bright.” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

PARAPROSDOKIANS… 

 

(Winston Churchill loved them) are figures of speech in which the latter part 

of a sentence or phrase is surprising or unexpected; frequently humorous.  

Could you invent one?   Please send your suggestion to us!  

 

• Where there’s a will, I want to be in it. 

• The last thing I want to do is hurt you, but it’s still on my list. 

• Since light travels faster than sound, some people appear bright until 

you hear them speak. 

• If I agreed with you, we’d both be wrong. 

• We never really grow up; we only learn how to act in public. 

• War does not determine who is right – only who is left. 

• They begin the evening news with ‘Good Evening,’ then proceed to 

tell you why it isn’t. 

• To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism. To steal from many is 

research. 

• Buses stop in bus stations. Trains stop in train stations. On my desk 

is a work station. 

• I thought I wanted a career. Turns out I just wanted the pay bills. 
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extracted from the conker are also used as an additive in shampoos, shower 

gels and as a starch substitute.  The Victorians wrote recipes for making 

conker flour but this is no longer produced as in excessive quantities conkers 

are mildly poisonous. 

 

There is no scientific proof that placing conkers around 

your house will keep spiders away, however they do 

contain a chemical called triterpenoid saponin which, 

if you place fresh conkers in amongst your clothes, as  

they dry-out they emit a moth-repellent odour. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

OCTOBER at Whittington Castle 

 

Unfortunately, what is planned for October was 

not available at the time of going to press. Please 

check-out the local press or Castle website for 

information about Halloween celebrations. 

 

 

Sue Ellis, Castle Manager – Telephone 01691 662500                                                                   

E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk -Website: ww.whittingtoncastle.co.uk  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ARE YOU A KEEN FOOTBALL FAN? 

 

Then take a look at the amended TNS advert for 

details of games to be played by the women’s team. 

I’m sure many youngsters would enjoy watching a 

game – what about tickets as a Christmas present?  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

SHROPSHIRE CHARITY CALENDAR 2022 

 

The Shropshire Borders calendar for 2022, produced by Age UK, features 

stunning photographs of the area taken by local people. The photographs are 

the winning entries in a fundraising competition organized by Age UK North 

Shropshire Supporters during lockdown. The calendars retail at £5 and are 

available from a number of Ellesmere outlets and the Age UK office in 

Shrewsbury. They will also be on sale at St Oswald’s Church, Oswestry, and 

St Mary’s Church, Shrewsbury, when the charity Christmas card shops open 

later in the year. 
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All would live long, but none would be old – Anon 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Across: 

1  ‘Those who were standing near Paul said, “You — to insult God’s high       

     priest?”’ (Acts 23:4) (4) 

3  They were assigned to guard the tree of life (Genesis 3:24) (8) 

9  ‘Elkanah son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the — of — , the son of Zuph,                                

   an Ephraimite’ (1 Samuel 1:1) (3,4) 

10 Surrender (Joshua 24:23) (5) 

11 Where American livestock can be reared (5) 

12 Listen (anag.) (6) 

14 Alternative name for Kiriath Jearim (2 Samuel 6:2) (6,2,5) 

17 He founded Westminster Abbey, — the Confessor (6) 

19 Hebrew word for the place of the dead (5) 

22 Allies of Persia in the fifth century BC (Esther 1:3) (5) 

23 Where John Wesley was forced to preach a lot (4,3) 

24 Rebellion against God; abandonment of religious belief (8) 

25 Note (anag.) (4) 

 

Down: 

1  Give an account of (Mark 4:30) (8) 

2  ‘I — — the path of your commands, for you have set my heart free’  

    (Psalm 119:32) (3,2) 

4  ‘He took the ephod, the other — — and the carved image’ (Judges 18:20)  

5  ‘You are a chosen people, a — priesthood’ (1 Peter 2:9) (5)               (9,4) 

6  The meek, the merciful and the mourners are all this (Matthew 5:4–5, 7)  

7  Musical Instrument Digital Interface (1,1,1,1)                                        (7) 

8  He was the son of Nun (Deuteronomy 34:9) (6) 

13 ‘Let the little — come to me’ (Matthew 19:14) (8) 

15 ‘About three thousand were — — their number that day’ (Acts 2:41)(5,2)  

16 In John’s vision, the wall of the new Jerusalem was made of this       

    (Revelation 21:18) (6) 

18 ‘Our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly — a Saviour from there, 

the Lord Jesus Christ’ (Philippians 3:20) (5) 

20 ‘Glorify the Lord with me: let us — his name together’ (Psalm 34:3) (5) 

21 Young Men’s Christian Association (1,1,1,1) 

18 

 
ANSWERS TO SEPTEMBER’S QUIZ 

 

ACROSS: 1 access; 4 blinds; 8 rhyme; 9 loyalty; 10 Antwerp; 11 Aenon;  

12 loftiness; 17 Satan; 19 Obadiah; 21 on earth; 22 storm; 23 exhale;  

24 depths 
 

DOWN : 1  Adrian; 2 crystal; 3 siege; 5 lay bare; 6 nylon; 7 saying;  

9 Lappidoth; 13 funeral; 14 spit out; 15 ashore; 16 Thomas; 18 teeth; 20 aisle 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

What you need – A Sunday School teacher had just concluded her lesson 

and wanted to make sure she had made her point. She said, “Can anyone tell 

me what you must do before you can obtain forgiveness of sin?” There was a 

short pause and then, from the back of the room, a small boy spoke up. 

“Sin?” 
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Worry is the darkroom in which negatives can develop. – Anon 

 


