
 
 

 
 

WOMENS INSTITUTE:   

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre 

Secretary:   Mrs Joyce Howard                                                       Tel:656389 
 

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:  

Joint - Chairman: Paul Jones       Tel:679542 

      Andy Cawthray    Tel:657178 

Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis            Tel:662500 
 

BELL RINGING:  

Details from Brian Rothera            Tel:657778 
                                                                                                                
BROWNIES,  GUIDES:   

6pm- 7.15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre.  

Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere              Tel:624390                                                                        
 

BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:  

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen) 

The Manse, St Martins Road, Gobowen         Tel:658016 

e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com 
 

WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:  

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions 

Leaders:  Dawn and Mandy                                                      Tel:670127 

Meet in the Community Centre 9am – 3pm    

     
SENIOR CITIZENS: 

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning  

All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall 

Secretary:  Mrs Gillian Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington  Tel:662236  
 

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE: 

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White 

Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm. This will now be the 

only stop in the village. 
 

 

 CHURCH WEBSITE ADDRESS:  
www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk 
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SUNDAY SERVICES:  

  8:00am    Holy Communion on 2
nd

, 4
th
 and 5

th
 Sundays 

  11.00am  Parish Communion weekly 

   

6:30pm    Holy Communion According to the Book of  

       Common Prayer on 1
st
 Sunday 

  6:30pm    Evensong on the 3
rd

 Sunday 

 

  4:00pm    Messy Church on the 2
nd

 Sunday 

            (No Service in August) 

 

WEEKDAYS: 9:30am     Holy Communion - Thursday  

                           5:30pm    Choir Practice       - Friday     

 
RECTOR:      Reverend Sarah Burton                     Tel:238658  

      e.mail: sarahburton7@gmail.com 

 
CHURCHWARDENS:   
Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington Tel:670940 

 

Mrs G Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington   Tel:662236 

e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com    

 

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington     Tel:656389 

Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington               Tel:659562 
                                                                                                                  

ORGANIST:   Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall   Tel:662116 

 

MAGAZINE:        

Editor:               Miss A Ward, 4 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington Tel:672838 

  eaw4@btinternet.com 

 

Distribution:      Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road        Tel:659385 

 
WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL   

Headteacher:     Mr Sean Sibley                                                      Tel:662269 

  e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk                   1                                                           

PARISH SERVICES WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS 

Tel:679542
http://www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk/
mailto:sarahburton7@gmail.com
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                              September 2015  
 

Church and Village 

 

I came across this quote on the internet recently:  

 

 English village communities are small and 

often eccentric. They are, however warm and 

usually welcoming, reflecting local charms of 

the ‘English character’. The local post office or shop is the 

communications hub of every village, while the village pub offers an 

opportunity for new arrivals to get to know local culture and its 

personalities. But the heart of many rural communities remains a -- 

usually historic -- village church around which many community 

activities--and squabbles--revolve, from village fêtes, parish council 

meetings to flower arranging. 

 

(From ‘Expatica’, a website hosted by the expat community designed to help 

people settle into new communities overseas).  

 

In a Daily Telegraph article from 19
th
 July this year, I found a very different 

perspective on village life. In ‘The 25 Most Idyllic English Villages’ the 

focus was on amenities and environment with very little interest in 

communication and relationship. Here are a couple of examples:  

 

 A hidden gem. Village green, Ofsted-outstanding primary school, 

community shop which stocks local produce... 

 

 “It epitomises everything a village should be,”…The ace in 

Chadlington’s pack, apart from the primary school, cricket team and 

annual beer festival, is the village shop…which is a general store, 

delicatessen and off-licence. It sells home-cooked foods and is also a 

bakery. Chadlington still feels like a farming community, although 

the last cow was milked here in 1999. 
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CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY: 

Mr Andy Cawthray, e.mail: andy_ian@hotmail.com               Tel:657178 

                
CRICKET SECRETARY/BOOKING SECRETARY: 

Mr Brian Whitley, email: brianwhitley2005@yahoo.co.uk        

 
THE BOWLING SECRETARY: 

Mrs Jacqui Whitley 

e.mail: jacquiwhitley@yahoo.com                                                  Tel:830901 

 
COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY: 

Mrs Kath Griffiths        Tel:662116   
                                                                                
SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON 
AND WEST FELTON 

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG             

e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk     

Tel:650488                                         
WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Mrs A. S. Cowley, “Pear Tree” Cottage, Treflach Oswestry 

(Clerk to the Council) – Held the fourth Tuesday in the month     Tel:659496   

ascowley.whitpc@sky.com 

http://www.2shrop.net/whitpc 

 
SHROPSHIRE YOUTH SERVICE 

Rural Mobile visits the village on Tuesday 6:15pm – 8:00pm 

Bus parks opposite the “Premier” Shop, Whittington. 

Open to young people between the ages of 13 – 20 yrs. 

Contact: Wendy Stockton, Shropshire Council Youth Worker.     Tel:654175     

 
BAPTISM SECRETARY 

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington  Tel:681036 

e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk 

 
WEDDING SECRETARY 

Mrs Ann Jones, Springfield, Station Road, Whittington       Tel:662356 
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most photographed landmarks because of the decoration on its exterior. The 

outer walls are adorned with a stone-carved rope and beautiful openwork 

balconies, along with Moorish watchtowers and battlements shaped like 

shields. Visitors to the site should make sure to get a guided tour to learn the 

rich history of the beautiful structure. 

 

Lisbon's public transport is an attraction all its own!  

These yellow trams, with their polished wooden  

floors and vintage quality, might be loud and  

bumpy, having been in operation since 1901, but  

they also wend through the most historic and most  

interesting areas of the city. A ride on Electrico 28  

will take you through the neighbourhoods of Graça, Alfama, Baixa, Chiado, 

and Bairro Alto, where the largest concentration of great sights in Lisbon can 

be found. Offering a hop-on, hop-off service, you can jump off the tram 

when something particularly beautiful catches your eye, and resume your 

journey at your own leisure; it is an ideal way to get to know the historic city 

centre. Tram tickets are sold in kiosks all over Lisbon and a 24-hour pass 

allows you to explore at their leisure.  
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I wonder which of these two views of village life best fits your experiences 

and expectations - and what about the role of the village church? The first 

article describes the church at being at the centre of village life; a position it 

certainly held in many villages in the past. The second article contains a 

single passing reference to ‘church concerts’. So what, if any, is the role of 

the parish church in modern village life?  

 

This year for the Heritage Weekend, Whittington Church will be holding an 

exhibition called ‘What’s Behind the Door’ focusing on the role of the 

church in the community. This is an opportunity to share memories of 

Whittington Church from the past as well as to find out more about what the 

church has to offer today, and to ask any other questions you might have. 

Displays and information will include: weddings and christenings; 

bereavement and prayer; Holy Communion and Christian education and 

Church activities for families and young people. We are still looking for 

items for display, especially photos. In particular, we would like to include a 

display of wedding photos of any members of Whittington village or church, 

wherever the marriages took place (these can be scanned if you would prefer 

not to have the originals on display).  

 

I hope you will be able to pop in, at some point over the two days, to have a 

look around and perhaps stop for a cup of tea or coffee and a chat. I look 

forwards to answering any questions and hearing your views on the role of 

the church in our village today. 

 

 

Love from  

 

 

     Sarah 

 

 

A reminder that Sunday morning service pattern changed in August: 

 

8:00am Holy Communion only on the 2
nd

, 4
th

 and 5
th

 Sunday in each 

month.  

11:00am Holy Communion weekly 
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DIARY 
 

2 7:30pm  Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens’ Hall with light  

   refreshments - £1  
 

3 9:30am  Holy Communion 
 

5 8:00am  The September Prayer Breakfast to support Ben Mayho,  

The Schools Christian Project Worker, will be held at the 

home of John and Caroline Phipps-Phelps, 28 Bentley 

Drive, Oswestry; if you would like to attend please 

telephone Lynn Carroll on 01691 659385 by Wednesday 

2
nd

 September 
 

6 FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
 

 11:00am Parish Communion 
 

6:30pm  Holy Communion According to the Book of Common  

   Prayer 
 

8 9:00am  Whittington School re-opens for the Autumn Term 

 

9:30am  Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel 
 

 2:00-3:00pm Praise and Play in church 
 

10 9:30am  Holy Communion 
 

 7:30pm  Whittington Women’s Institute’s Autumn Show in  

   the Community Centre 
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 in the 19
th
 century, characterised by songs of sadness and despair about ill-

starred sailors. Fado music is traditionally performed by two or more 

musicians (usually men), using Portuguese guitars and violas to augment the 

hauntingly sad vocals.  

 

The Christ the King (Cristo Rei) statue is a Catholic  

monument and shrine dedicated to the Sacred Heart  

of Jesus Chris overlooking the city of Lisbon in the  

central part of Portugal. It was inspired by the Christ  

the Redeemer statue in Rio de Janeiro, after the  

Cardinal Patriarch of Lisbon visited that monument. Like the iconic Christ 

the Redeemer in Rio, the Cristo Rei spreads his massive arms as if to 

embrace all of Lisbon. Situated on the bank of the Tejo River opposite the 

city, the statue is over 328 feet (100m) tall, and provides amazing panoramic 

views of the city from the top, which you can reach by a lift.  

 

One of the most famous sights in Lisbon is the 

imposing Padrão dos Descobrimentos (Monument to 

the Discoveries), situated on the riverbank in the 

Avenida de Brasilia in the district of Belem and 

designed to commemorate the Portuguese Age of 

Discovery. Belem, where the Tagus meets the sea, is 

the point from which the maritime explorers of yore 

set forth in their sailing ships to discover the world. The monument was 

unveiled in 1960 on the 500
th
 anniversary of the death of Prince Henry the 

Navigator in 1460, the monarch who was largely responsible for Portugal's 

role in world exploration during the 15th and 16th centuries. The massive 

monument takes the form of a caravel with Prince Henry at the prow, backed 

by images of renowned mariners, royal patrons and others who participated 

in the golden age of discovery. 

 

Belém Tower or the Tower of St Vincent is a  

fortified tower located in the civil parish of Santa 

Maria de Belem. The tower was built in the 16
th
  

century to serve as a fortress in the middle of the 

River Tagus. It is a UNESCO World Heritage Site 

(along with the nearby Jeronimos Monastery), 

because of the significant role it played in  

Portuguese maritime history. The famous Tower of Belem is one of Lisbon’s 
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LISBON 

 

After slumbering for decades, Lisbon has reclaimed its title as the “golden 

city” of southern Europe similar to that which it enjoyed in the 15
th
 and 16

th
 

centuries when it was the centre of trade with the East and the starting point 

for maritime exploration of the globe. The weather is balmy from spring 

right through summer to November. Even if you travel to Lisbon in winter 

you will find it mild, rather than cold, but with the addition of rain. Visitors 

wanting to see the sights in Lisbon should look into purchasing a Lisboa 

Card, which grants the bearer free admission or 50 percent off of admission 

fees to most attractions as well as free access to public transport. The card 

costs €15, is valid for 24 hours and is available from tourist offices 

throughout the city. 

 

The oldest part of Lisbon, the Alfama quarter sprawls down the hillside from 

below the Castelo de Sao Jorge, retaining much of the traditional colour and 

atmosphere from the days when it was the ancient seat of the Saracens. 

Along the narrow cobblestone alleyways are taverns and street markets, 

interspersed with close-packed houses still occupied by stevedores, 

fishmongers and sailors. At the edge of the Alfama, Lisbon's renowned flea 

market, the Feira da Ladra, is held in the Campo de Santa Clara every 

Tuesday and Saturday. The Alfama is also full of historic buildings and 

churches, which are well worth exploring. Some of the buildings display 

fading coats of arms, which bear testimony to the fact that the Alfama was 

once home to aristocrats. At night the Alfama takes on a more mysterious 

aspect with street lanterns throwing shadows on the medieval walls, and it is 

advisable to avoid the area after dark in favour of the Bairro Alto café and 

nightclub district. 

 

The Bairro Alto district (literally the Upper City) is, like the Alfama, an 

historic enclave dating from 1513, which is reached in a novel way via the 

Santa Justa Elevator (a structure reminiscent of the Eiffel tower in Paris) 

from the lower city. The colourful district resounds to the calls of vendors 

and the windows and balconies are festooned with laundry and bird cages. At 

night the area comes alive with some of the finest fado cafes in the city, 

along streets lit by Victorian lanterns. Fado (meaning ‘fate’ or ‘destiny’) is 

the famous brand of music and dance brought to Portugal by African slaves  
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11-12 10:00am-4:00pm Heritage Weekend – “What’s behind the Door”?;

   further details on page 10 
 

12 09:30am-6:00pm Annual Ride and Stride in Aid of Shropshire  

   Historic Churches; further details on page 19  
 

13 SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
 

 8:00am  Holy Communion 

 11:00am Parish Communion 

 4:00pm  Messy Church 
 

15 9:30am  Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel 
 

 2:00-3:00pm Praise and Play in church 
 

17 9:30am  Holy Communion 
 

 7:00pm  Annual General Meeting of the Friends of St John  

   the Baptist in the Parish church 
 

20 SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
 

 11:00am Parish Communion 

6:30pm  Evensong 
 

22 9:30am  Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel 
 

 12:00 noon Whittington Senior Citizens’ Lunch at the White  

   Lion; further details on pages 11-13 
 

 2:00-3:00pm Praise and Play in church 
 

 7:30pm  Whittington Parish Council meets in the Senior  

   Citizens’ Hall 
 

24 9:30am  Holy Communion 
 

 10:00am-12:00noon Coffee Morning in church; further details on  

   page 17 
 

 5:00pm  Parochial Church Council meets in the Senior  

   Citizens’ Hall                                                            5 

TRAVELLER’S TALES 



25 10:30am-12:00noon The World’s Largest Coffee Morning in the  

   Senior Citizens’ Hall in Aid of McMillan Cancer 

   Support; entrance by donation; further details  on  

   page 13   

 

27 EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

 

 8:00am  Holy Communion 

 11:00am Parish Communion 

 6:00pm  Harvest Festival Evensong at St Chad’s, Haughton 

 

 

29 9:30am  Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel 

 

 2:00-3:00pm Praise and Play in church 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ADVANCE NOTICE 

OCTOBER 

 

2 7:30pm  An illustrated talk ‘On Trek to Everest Base Camp’ 

   by Peter Nicholas in the Senior Citizens’ Hall;  

   tickets £5 and proceeds from the raffle to the Nepal  

   Disaster Fund; further details on page 25 

 

4 SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

 

 11:00am Family Harvest Communion Service 

 

12:45 for 1:00pm  
HARVEST LUNCH in the Senior Citizens’  

  Hall, tickets now available from the Churchwardens;  

  further  details on page 15 

 

6:30pm  Harvest Evensong; Guest Preacher: The Ven  

  Paul Thomas, Archdeacon of Salop (no Friday  

  Service)  
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• Would a one way traffic light controlled set up through Station Road 

improve things? 

  

Residents want 

• Bus service to Gobowen railway station 

• Safer roads /pavement particularly in Station Road, Whittington 

• Dedicated offroad cycle route (mainly to Oswestry) with access to cross A5 

• The Venue to meet its obligation to provide pavement in Burma Road 

• Level crossing surface sorted 

• Parish Council minutes to be available. Note: THESE ARE AVAILABLE 

ON-LINE AND ON THE PARISH COUNCIL NOTICE BOARDS. 

• Better bus shelter at Three Trees (able to view arriving buses) 

 

During the next few months the Committee will be working through the 

report to formulate the Parish Plan for the next 10 years. The Committee is 

also setting up a Volunteer Day in September/October for those people who 

expressed an interest in volunteering to do work in the Parish; and to invite  

other residents who may have some spare time; date and venue to be advised.   

Jill Whitby 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Sock Drawer 
 

There is a place where chaos reigns 

Where, despite most stringent pains 

Pure muddle the ascendant gains 

The drawer I keep my socks in! 

Some jump straight out onto the stairs 

And some refuse to stay in pairs 

The ones I want eludes my stares 

The ones I don’t just flock in! 

    On Wednesday it’s my Tuesday socks 

When I’m grumpy Mr Happy mocks 

Mr Holey when I’m chasing clocks 

For funerals I find bright ones 

For Church it’s always Doctor Who 

I wanted red but I find blue 

Whatever am I meant to do? 

I can never find the right ones! 

                                                                                    by Nigel Beeton      
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If I understand what the economists are saying,  

the situation is hopeless – but improving. Anon 

 

 



Report from the Parish Plan Steering Group 

 

The Parish Plan Committee has received back the full report from the recent 

questionnaire. The whole document is 110 pages and the Committee are 

currently working through it; the initial findings we have show:- 

  

RESPONSES 
        44% over 60 

        87% live in Whittington or Park Hall 

 

RESIDENTS LIKE  

• Village feel / countryside 

• Good school 

• Good location for many areas (Manchester/ Birmingham / Wales) 

  

RESIDENTS HATE  

• Dog mess 

• Increase in building 

• Increase in congestion in recent years (housing, traffic and noise- venue  

• Poor mobile phone signals                                                                        etc) 

• Poor internet speeds 

• Parking provision in the village centre near shop 

• Flooding Burma Road. 

• Vehicles parked on pavements 

• Wheelie bins on pavements restricting footpath usage 

  

Concerns 

• Traffic (particularly HGVs)  

• Narrow pavements 

• Parking on pavements  

• Parking near bends on road through Whittington village  

Particularly near corners on Station Road (From Opposite Coalpit Lane to 

the Senior Citizens Hall and from the site of the now demolished Penrhos to 

the School). There should be no parking on Station Road at this corner 

• Lack of footpath in Park Hall on Burma Road and near the Venue 

• Access to Daisy Lane is dangerous (Ambulance access) 

• Children do not walk to school due to perceived safety concerns 

• A mini roundabout at Castle Street /Station Road junction 

• Suggestions for lower speed limits through the Village 
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Extracts from the Parish Registers 

for the month of July 2015   
 

HOLY BAPTISM 

 

“We welcome you into the Lord’s Family” 

 

5
th
 July 2015   Harrison James Brunt 

   of Karori, New Zealand 

 

26
th
 July 2015   Reuben George Steven Roberts 

   of Hazel Grove, Oswestry 
 

HOLY MATRIMONY  
 

We sent our Best Wishes to:- 
 

4
th
 July 2015   John Paul Harrison 

   and Emma Louise Williams 

   both of Burma Road, Park Hall 
 

Marriage Blessing 
 

18
th
 July 2015   Dale and Lydia Northall  

of Western Avenue 
 

REQUIESCAT IN PACE 
 

“May the Souls of the Faithful Departed Rest in Peace” 

 

8
th
 July 2015   Barbara Leach 

   aged 91 of Cambrian Avenue 

 

12
th
 July 2015   Brian Richard Worrall 

   aged 54 of Artillery Road, Park Hall 

 

29
th
 July 2015   Rev Lawrence Herbert Spratt  

   of Church Street, Ellesmere 

 

 

Communicants for the month……..238 

       Attendance for the month…………...278                        7 

 

 

 

 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

The Rector and Trustees of St John the Baptist acknowledge the following 

donation:- 

 

Donation of £48                                Anon 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

The Rector, Churchwardens and Members of the Parochial Church Council 

acknowledge the following gift:- 

 

The gift of a Water Ewer to be used at Baptisms from The British Ironworks 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

WEST END SONG BOOK 

 

For one night only (June 27
th
), Whittington Church was transformed into a 

live theatre when ‘The Very Nice Production Company’ entertained a large 

audience from the village and many miles beyond, when two hours of songs 

from West End musicals were performed. This was the group’s first visit to 

this lovely church – let’s hope it’s not the last! 

 

Thanks to a small team the evening went well and a profit in the region of 

£1,500 was received for church funds. A huge thank you to our generous 

sponsors and all those who sold tickets, poured wine and made our guests so 

welcome. Also many thanks to the anonymous donor who kindly contributed 

the £400 fee for ‘The Really Nice Production Company’ (which they in turn 

will donate to a charity that they support).  

Kath Griffiths 

The Editor apologies that this piece was not included in last month’s 

magazine as requested. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

STRAWBERRY TEA 

 

Richard and I would like to thank everyone who contributed to the 

Strawberry Tea. The weather was against us, but those who made it through 

the downpours shared an enjoyable afternoon. Thank you for all you 

generous contributions: approximately £200 was raised for church funds.                                                                                                

Sarah 
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Permission refused: 

14/03946/Ful – Proposed Solar Farm at Rhosygadfa, Gobowen, Shropshire - 

To receive letter of thanks from Brian Case to this Council   
 

External Audit 2014/15 Financial Accounts: The report was sent and will 

be formally approved by the external auditors 
 

Whittington Parish Plan Steering Group: A separate report from the 

Steering Group is below; the next meeting will be held at 7:00pm on the 7
th

 

October 
 

Play area at Fitzgwarine: The Royal Society for the Prevention of 

Accidents report has now been received and Councillors have been sent a 

copy. The report advised that there is a medium safety risk as the wooden 

seats have been deliberately damaged and which could result in children 

getting splinters.  
 

Garden Of Remembrance: It was commented that the Cherry tree has been 

damaged due to the adjacent skip being set on fire. Further examination of 

the tree would be undertaken to assess the impact and action taken 
 

Areas of concern: A local bus shelter was sprayed with graffiti and had to 

be over-painted with special paint by Shropshire Council 
 

Other News: The Tea Room at Whittington Castle has been given a 5 star 

Hygiene rating by the relevant Authorities  
 

Date and time of the next meeting: The next Parish Council meeting is on 

Tuesday 25
th 

August 2015 commencing at 7.30pm in the Senior Citizen’s 

Hall.  
 

Paul Thompson-Lawrence 

(This article is a brief outline of the main discussion points for the WPC 

meeting and does not represent a formal record. For an official copy of the 

minutes please contact the Parish Clerk or look on the Parish Website 

www.shrop.net/WhitPC)   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Off to school: Mother to young daughter after first day at school: “Well, dear, 

what did they teach you today?” 

Daughter: “Not much. I’ve got to go back again tomorrow.” 
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Rural Watch: There was an incident where a car was stolen and then burnt 

out.  
 

Crime is relatively low and police resources are also low in the area.   
 

Your team & Contact numbers:  

Local Police Officer – PC 3718 Kate Le’Clere – 07792 774 024 
 

Police community Support Officers: 

PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes - 07792 774 047; PCSO 60218 Cara Fairly 
 

Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and partners to identify, 

tackle and solve issues that matter to the community where you live. Thanks 

to an investment in mobile tablet style computers, these will enable officers 

to spend more time on patrol on the street and in neighbourhoods.  Officers 

will continue to come to people when they need them and provide a high 

quality service however you contact us - in person (on the street, at 

community bases and at partners and communities together [PACT] 

meetings), on the phone or online. 
 

PLANNING: 

15/02467/FUL – Erection of two dwellings following demolition of existing 

dwelling and former antique shop; formation of vehicular access – Former 

Antique Shop, Castle Street 
 

15/02595/TCA – To fell two Leylandii, four small Leylandii and one 

unidentified dead tree and reduce one Yew tree to 2-3m within the 

Whittington Conservation Area – 1 Rose Cottages, Station Road, 

Whittington   
 

15/02665/FUL – A-Z Engineering, Station Road, Whittington SY11 4DA – 

Erection of two dwellings in lieu of previously approved single dwelling 

(application 10/05578 refers)  
 

15/02792/TCA – To fell one Cypress tree within Whittington Conservation 

Area – Gablecroft, Church Street, Whittington  
 

Permission granted:  

15/01872/FUL – Top House Farm Rhosygadfa, Gobowen – Conversion of 

existing outhouse to provide annexe 
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Barbara Leach 
 

Following the unexpected passing of our dear Mum, Barbara Leach, my 

sisters, Bev and Jan and I would like to thank you all for your prayers; kind 

messages of condolence and lovely words about Barbara. Also for your 

generous donations in support of the Air Ambulance, one of Mum's chosen 

charities. 
 

We must also give special thanks to Arthur and Julie Drowley who kindly 

and lovingly conducted the family-only funeral service which Barbara had 

requested. It is thanks to the kindness and support of all of you that has 

helped us through this very sad time. 

Heather Jones 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

MANY THANKS 
 

On Tuesday 11
th
 August I was invited by Wittington  

Senior Citizens for afternoon tea to celebrate my  

eightieth birthday. I would like to thank, through the  

Ripple, the Committee and members for a wonderful 

afternoon. The company and food was fantastic; there 

was even a lovely birthday cake with candles (not 80!). 

 

I would also like to say how thrilled I was with the gorgeous pot of flowers 

that I was presented with, and a small arrangement from Philip Morris. 

 

It’s a birthday I will never forget.  Kind Regards 

Margaret Nicholas 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Women’s Institute turns 100 
 

100 years ago this month, on the 16
th
 September 

1915, a small group of women met in Anglesey, 

and the Women’s Institute was born. With the 

First World War raging, they had priorities: to 

encourage women to keep the rural communities  

going, and to produce food.  

 

As the years have gone by, the WI has acted like social jam across the UK –  

sweetening and enriching the life of rural communities. It has acted like  

9 

 

 



social eggs and flour, combining together women of good intent to produce  

some excellent community efforts of substance.  
 

Nowadays the WI still excels in excellent food – but also offers classes on 

everything from floral arrangements to astronomy, dancing to earthquakes. 

As the largest voluntary women’s organisation in the UK, with 212,000 

members in around 6,600 local WIs, it has a lot to celebrate.  We extend our 

congratulations to all the members of the Whittington Women’s Institute. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

HERITAGE WEEKEND SEPTEMBER 2015 
 

‘WHAT’S BEHIND THE DOOR? –  
 

WHITTINGTON CHURCH PAST  

& PRESENT’ 
 

FRIDAY 11
th

 & SATURDAY 12
th

 SEPTEMBER 
 

This is an opportunity for Whittington church to share with the community 

the full story of just how the church serves the community in so many ways 

throughout our lifetimes. 
 

We are planning a display of the role of the church in the life of the local 

community, past and present, including weddings, baptism and bereavement; 

in more recent times we have introduced Messy Church, Praise and Play & 

Coffee Mornings. The church will be open from 10:00am – 4:00pm on 

Friday 11
th

 and Saturday 12
th

 September; refreshments will also be 

available. 
 

We are looking for items to include in the display. Do you have photographs 

or small items to make up displays of the various “services” we provide (e.g. 

photos or mementoes from weddings or christenings – perhaps an old 

wedding dress or christening gown - or newspaper cuttings about special 

services)? If you have any suitable items you are willing to lend, please 

contact Kath Griffiths (01691 662116, keith.j.griffiths@btinternet.com).  

The event will be stewarded so that your possessions will be safe; if you 

would be willing to act as a steward for an hour or two, please contact Gill 

Roberts (01691 662236, gillian28.4dg@gmail.com).  
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There were eight Parish Councillors, the Clerk and three members of the 

public at the meeting. 

 

Public Participation: Planning Items brought forward in the agenda:     

Two members of the public addressed the Council regarding the Outline 

Planning application 14/01837 for the development at The Orchard, 

Babbinswood.  Following a discussion on the matter they left the meeting.   

 

The third member of the public addressed the council in relation to Planning 

Application 15/02467/FUL (See Below); regarding the development of two 

dwellings on the former Antique Shop Site, Castle Street.  

 

Community Police Incident report for July 2015: There were no Police 

Officers available to attend the meeting; the items relevant to Whittington 

were as follows: 

 

Anti-Social Behaviour and Nuisance: 3 incidents; one in Station Road of 

verbal abuse directed at a female from a passing vehicle; one in Park Hall 

concerning a neighbour dispute (dogs); and one on the Castle Car Park of 

vehicle nuisance 

 

Assault: 1 incident in Fitzalan Close 

 

Criminal Damage: 2 incidents; one in Drenewydd of damage to a building’s 

external electrical sockets; and one in Top Street of damage to an external 

key safe 

 

Vehicle Crime: 2 incidents of theft from vehicles; one in Hindford of the 

theft of a trailer; and one in North Drive of the theft of a remote operating 

console from vehicle 

 

Theft: 1 incident in Artillery Road of the theft of copper from a container in 

the front garden 
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Meeting held on 28
th

 July 2015  



 

 

PARKIN 

 

Here is a way to spend a quiet Monday afternoon, because Parkin needs to be 

stored for a few days for all the flavours to come together and the crumb-

consistency to be just right. Make this on a Monday and it will be ready the 

coming weekend. It is usually cooked in a shallow rectangular tin – a 10x8x 

1½ inch size is ideal for these quantities. 

 

  8oz (230g) plain flour 

  pinch of salt 

  2 tsp baking powder 

  2 tsp ground ginger 

  2oz (60g) butter 

  2oz (60g) lard 

  8 oz (230g) ground oatmeal  

(or whizz porridge oats in a blender 4oz at a time) 

4oz (115g) caster sugar         

  6oz (170g) golden syrup 

  6oz (170g) black treacle 

  4 tbsp milk   Oven: 350°F/ 180°C/Gas 4 

 

Sift together the flour, salt, baking powder and ginger into a bowl. 

Cut the butter and lard into squares and rub into the flour until the mixture 

resembles breadcrumbs. Mix in the oatmeal and sugar. 

Warm the syrup and treacle together until runny and pour into the middle of 

the dry ingredients. 

Add the milk and beat lightly with a wooden spoon until thoroughly blended. 

Grease the sides and base of the tin, then line with buttered greaseproof 

paper. 

Finally transfer the mixture to the tin and bake for 45 minutes. 

 

The usual test with a knife blade or skewer will not work with this cake 

because of the syrup and treacle. You can, however, check that it’s cooked if 

the cake is beginning to shrink away from the sides of the tin. Cool on a wire 

rack in the tin, then remove with the greaseproof paper still in place. Wrap in 

cooking foil for storage. 
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The lunch at the White Lion this month is on Tuesday 22
nd

 September; 

please remember to contact Val Hayward on 01691 662434 if you regularly 

attend the monthly meal and are unable to attend.  Please also contact Val if 

you would like to join us ; we have to emphasise that if a meal is booked and 

not cancelled by the Friday before then that meal MUST be paid for. The 

club are requested to pay for all meals that are ordered.  

 

Christmas Raffle: This year we have decided to do a ‘Running Raffle’. This 

means that you have several chances to buy a ticket for the raffle as they will 

be on sale at every event and will cost £1 each and every time you buy a one. 

Your name and address or telephone number will be put on the back of the 

ticket left in the book until the day of the draw, Wednesday 9
th
 December, 

when we have the Christmas lunch. This is to be a major fundraiser for the 

club so we hope you will all buy tickets and even buy some for family 

members. The prizes are good ones:- 

 
A Christmas Hamper 

A 7 inch Christmas cake (Fruit cake with marzipan and icing) 

3 Bottles of Wine 

A Basket of Vegetables 

A large Cuddly Toy 

 

We hope that people will donate items to make up the Christmas Hamper 

and there is a list available for you to sign up for donations. Please make sure 

that the goods are well within their “best before/use by dates” as it is 

embarrassing for all if this is not the case. Most other prizes are, once again, 

being donated most generously by Committee Members. Obviously our 

normal raffles will run alongside this raffle and tickets for these will be 

available ‘on the door’ as usual.  We are grateful to all who bring along 

prizes to these raffles as they are sometimes the only money we make at an 

event. 

 

On Tuesday 28
th
 July twenty four members of the club paid a visit to the 

British Ironworks near Oswestry; it was a very interesting afternoon.  We 

enjoyed a talk and demonstration by Annie, the female blacksmith; she 
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
 

WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS 

Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers 



showed us how she made various items on the forge such as pokers and 

toasting forks along with other items.   
 

After enjoying a cup of tea or coffee and some cake in the small cafe and gift 

shop, we had time to wander around the grounds and saw life-sized iron-

made animals along with other items. There was a large bull that was due to 

go to the new Cattle Market on Shrewsbury Road and there were also items 

of garden furniture.  There is also corner designated to birds of prey, which 

included falcons, kestrels, harrier hawks and several breeds of owls; it was 

well worth the visit.  
 

A ‘multi-birthday’ party was held in August as several members celebrated 

their birthdays during the latter half of July and the beginning of August.  

Elsie Shepherd had a birthday in July; Frances Savage on the 4
th
 August; 

Joan Morris on 9
th
 August; Jack Webb on 12

th
 of August and Margaret 

Nicholas celebrated her 80
th
 birthday on the 13

th 
August. Thirty members and 

committee attended and enjoyed a lovely spread provided by the committee. 
 

We have arranged an afternoon tea at Whittington Castle on Friday 18
th
 

September at 3:00 pm; we will require names for this event as we need to 

book the food. 
 

Peter Nicholas is giving an illustrated talk about his trek to Everest Base 

Camp, with tea and cakes being served by the committee. This is on Friday 

2
nd

 October and proceeds from the raffle will be donated to The Nepal 

Disaster Fund; tickets are now available, but people will be able to pay on 

the door as well.  
 

Harvest Service and Lunch will take place on Tuesday 13
th
 October

 
; there 

will be a short service conducted this year by Rev Canon Lawrence 

Mortimer; a retired priest who resides in the village and who is responsible 

for organising the wonderful Musical Festival that have been held in the 

church for the last three years.  Lunch will include cold ham and beef 

accompanied by salads and followed by fruit crumble, and cheese and 

biscuits. 
 

It has been decided to hold a Christmas Coffee morning on Friday 27
th
 

November; this will commence at 10:30am and continue until 12:00 noon. 

Please support all these events and do buy a Christmas Raffle ticket at the 

meetings. 
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FUN QUIZ 
  

FRIDAY 16
th

 OCTOBER 2015 
7:30pm 

  

WHITTINGTON  

COMMUNITY  

CENTRE 
  

TEAMS of FOUR - £12 
To include refreshments 

  

LICENSED BAR  

AVAILABLE 
  

RING 662417 OR 659566 

 TO ENTER 
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           Update for September 2015 
 

There is little to report this month and we remain in 

limbo. The Department of Energy and Climate 

Change have yet to release any decision on the Mid 

Wales Windfarm Inquiry, despite having had the 

Inspector’s report since early December.  The 

onshore windfarm promoters are doubtless doing all 

they can behind the scenes to wring some compensation from the 

Government for the loss of subsidy; and National Grid cannot announce a 

halt to their pylon plans until all is clear. 
 

Meanwhile, the Clocaenog judicial review appeal finally failed so there is no 

longer any bar to that windfarm being built.  Except that the main grid 

connection for those turbines and others already consented nearby has been 

refused by Denbighshire County Council, so that will be another long-

running story! 
 

If you want more details about anything connected with the campaign do 

please contact charleswgreen@msn.com or tinastamps@hotmail.co.uk 

(or phone 682213 or 682285). 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

A Welsh Bible for the President of Argentina 
 

The First Minister of Wales, Carwyn Jones, and Bible Society’s 

representative Arfon Jones, have been to Patagonia to present the Bible to 

the President of Argentina, Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner. 
 

The occasion was to mark the 150
th
 Anniversary of  

a Welsh-speaking community in the country. It was  

back in 1861 that the principal of Bala College in  

Wales, Michael D Jones, decided to lead a group of  

153 Welsh people to Patagonia in order to maintain  

the culture and language of Wales, without any  

influence from England.  

 

It took eight weeks for the 153-strong group to sail the 8,000 miles to Puerto 

Madryn on board the tea clipper, the Mimosa. After several years of struggle 

on the arid land, they flourished and today there are still areas of Patagonia 

that are strongly Welsh-speaking.  
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Dates for the Diary: 

2
nd

 September  7:30pm Monthly Whist Drive with light  

   refreshments - £1 

18
th

 September  3:00pm Afternoon Tea at the Castle Tea-Room 

22
nd

 September 12:00 noon Lunch at the White Lion  

 

2
nd

 October  7:30pm Illustrated Talk ‘Trek to Everest Base  

   Camp; tickets £5  

13
th

 October  Harvest Service and lunch 

 

Weekly: 

Monday  2:00pm Afternoon Whist - £1 All welcome 

Thursday  10:30am Coffee, with cakes by donation 

   1:30-3:15pm Line Dancing - £3.50 

 

Gill Roberts -01691 662236 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

     FRIDAY 25
th

 SEPTEMBER 

                        WHITTINGTON SENIOR 

                                                CITIZENS’ HALL 

                                               10:30am-12:00noon 
 

Once again it is time for the MacMillan Coffee Morning;  

entrance will be BY DONATION to the charity. 
 

There will be a Raffle; a Cake and Provisions Stall;  

a Tombola and a Book Stall. 
 

All the proceeds will go to help local cancer patients and their families. 

 

Please come support the 

BIGGEST COFFEE MORNING IN THE COUNTRY 
 

Come along and enjoy coffee and biscuits  

while having a chat with friends. 

Rita Moir 
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HERITAGE WEEKEND 2015: MESSY CHURCH 

 

4:00pm Sunday 13 September,  
Whittington Church 

Our Community 
 We begin with crafts and activities at 4:00pm  

 At 4:30pm we gather for a short act of worship 

with songs and a story. 

 We end with sandwiches, cakes and drinks for all 

to share. 

Everyone welcome 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CHUMS Befriending Service operates through- 

out the whole of Shropshire offering friendship  

and company through volunteer befrienders to  

adults who feel lonely and isolated and are in  

need of someone to talk to. Our befrienders visit 

their client every week for a chat and a cuppa in order to relieve their 

isolation and hopefully boost their confidence and self-esteem. 
 

Can you spare a couple of hours a week? A cup of tea and a chat can make a 

massive difference to someone who can no longer get out and about like they 

used to. Local charity CHUMS Befriending currently has over fifty-five 

volunteers across the county, but there are still people waiting to be matched 

to a volunteer; full training is provided along with support and travel 

expenses.  
 

If you would like to find out more please call Connie on 01691 658008 or 

email her at connie@chumsbefriending.co.uk 
 

CHUMS  is a Service of Shropshire Peer Counselling  

& Advocacy Services (PCAS) funded by the BIG  

LOTTERY FUND. Registered Charity Number 11029866 
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Nor was Edith Cavell’s death to be forgotten. After the War her body was 

brought back to Britain and a service of commemoration held in Westminster 

Abbey. Her body was reburied in the grounds of Norwich cathedral, near the 

village of her birth. 

 

A statue which stands in St Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square, London 

commemorates the life of this woman who gave herself totally to her calling 

– a pioneer of modern nursing methods as well as an heroic war-time figure. 

The statue records her most famous saying, words which capture the heart of 

her commitment: ‘Patriotism is not enough. I must have no hatred or 

bitterness towards anyone.’ She is commemorated in the Anglican Church 

Calendar on 12
th
 December. 

Canon David Winter 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Answers to August Crossword Puzzle 

 

ACROSS: 1, John. 3, And James. 8, Near. 9, Omission. 11, Theocratic.  

14, Asleep. 15, By-path. 17, Stalingrad. 20, Backbone. 21, Baca.  

22, Whose eye. 23, Seth.  

 

DOWN: 1, Jonathan. 2, Heavenly. 4, No meat. 5, Justifying. 6, Maid.  

7, Sins. 10, Acceptable. 12, Marriage. 13, Shadrach. 16, Plenty. 18, A bow. 

19, ECHO. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Free - A mother asked her son, as they waited  

for The bus, to tell the driver he was four years  

old. That way he would ride for free. So as they  

got into the bus, and the driver asked Jimmy  

how old he was, the little boy replied solemnly:  

“I am four years old.” 

 

“And do you know when will you be five years old?” asked the smiling 

driver. “Oh yes, that’s easy,” replied Jimmy –“just as soon as I get off the 

bus.” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Going to college  
 

Lecturing is transferring information from the notes of the lecturer to the 

notes of the students without passing through the minds of either. 
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PATRIOTISM IS NOT ENOUGH – a tribute to Edith Cavell 

 

In September 1915, at the height of the battles in Belgium and Flanders, a 

British nurse working in a Belgian hospital was arrested by the Germans and 

charged with treason. 

 

Edith Cavell had lived and worked in  

Belgium for seven years after training at the 

London Hospital in Whitechapel (now the 

‘Royal London’) and several other hospitals  

in England. Now, as the brutal conflict raged 

around her and the German army occupied 

most of Belgium, she determined to do all  

she could to save the lives of those caught  

up in the fighting whatever their nationality. 

 

She provided shelter and medical care for  

Germans, Belgians, French and British troops. In the latter two cases she also 

– and this was the core of her offence – assisted them in escaping from areas 

occupied by the German forces and making their way back to their 

homelands. 

 

Her motivation for this was entirely Christian. The daughter of a vicar, she 

had enthusiastically embraced the faith for herself and now saw that the time 

had come to put the principles of the gospel to practical effect. Her own 

home became a secret staging post for escapees, but she did this not to ‘take 

sides’ but out of concern for the young men involved. She took a high view 

of her vocation as a nurse, seeing it as a calling that transcended racial and 

national barriers. For her, healing and rescue were simply part of the calling 

to be a good neighbour. 

 

Those arguments didn’t, of course, carry much weight with the German 

occupying power. As a Belgian resident, she was charged with treason, an 

offence which carried a death penalty. Her trial was widely reported, and 

there were many diplomatic moves made on her behalf, especially by the 

Americans (then neutral in the conflict), but they fell on deaf ears.  

 

She was found guilty and sentenced to death. On 12
th
 October 1915, at the 

age of 49, she was executed by a firing squad, to world-wide condemnation. 
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CHUMS Befriending Service is also looking for local volunteers in the 

Oswestry area who can spare a couple of hours a week to shop for someone 

in the area. 

 

Volunteer shoppers can either deliver shopping or accompany a client during 

their weekly shopping visit. This service is available to those living in the 

Oswestry area (SY10 to SY13 postcode areas), and who are unable to visit 

their local shop or need some help to complete their weekly shopping. Many 

of the clients we have would not see anyone or remain living independently 

if it wasn’t for our invaluable team of volunteers. There are currently twenty 

volunteers in the Oswestry area who help with the Shopping Service, but 

more are needed. Once again training is provided along with support and 

travel expenses. If you think you can become a helper then call Kim on 

01691 656882 or email her at info@qube-oca.org.uk 

 
CHUMS Shopping Service is A Service of Oswestry  

Community Action Qube and is funded by the BIG  

LOTTERY FUND   Registered Charity Number 1063319 
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HARVEST LUNCH 

On 
 

Sunday 4th October  

 

In the 

 

Senior Citizens Hall 

 

12:45 for 1:00pm 

 

 

Tickets £10 Adults - £5 Children 12 and under 
 

Tickets now available from the Churchwardens 
 

RAFFLE 

 

 

  

 



NSC 
NORTH SHROPSHIRE COLLEGE 

 

FREE IT FOR BEGINNERS 
 

Are you:- 

 Unemployed 

 A volunteer 

 Low skilled 

 On a low income 

 A care leaver 

 Little or no IT knowledge  

(absolute beginner) 

 Low levels of Maths and English 

 From an ethnic minority background 

 

If so you may be eligible for FREE IT class 

 

Absolute Beginners IT – WEDNESDAY 23
rd

 SEPTEMBER 2015 

WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS’ HALL – 9:30-11:30am 

 

To register your interest please contact: The Community Education 

Department – 01691 688083 or email: k.edwards@nsc.ac.uk  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

LIVERPOOL’S SEAFARERS CENTRE 

 

I would like to thank everyone who donated wool after Marion Lycett’s 

appeal in the “Ripple” a few months ago; it was shared between Marion, my 

sister Jan and myself. Recently Jan and I had a trip to Liverpool’s Seafarers 

Centre to take the 199 hats which the three of us had knitted and which the 

centre will distribute to the seamen when they visit.  

 

We were made very welcome and offered coffee and biscuits before being 

taken on a tour of the building. They have a computer room with internet 

facilities and telephones so that the sailors can keep in touch with the 

families back home; frequently many thousands of miles away. There is also 

a lounge to rest in, a bar with a pool table and a very nice chapel where 

multi-denominational services are held. We were both very impressed. 

16                                                                                                      Rita Moir 

Illustrated Talk 

On Trek to Everest Base Camp 
 

By Mr Peter Nicholas 

 

 
   

Friday October 2
nd

 2015 @ 7:30pm 

£5.00 

Whittington Senior Citizens Hall 

 

Tea & Cakes 

Raffle Proceeds donated to Nepal Earthquake Relief 
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KEY FEATURES 

 Learn in a small friendly 

group at your own pace 

 Friendly well trained staff  

to help and support you 

 Relaxed, purposeful  

learning environment 

 No exams or tests 

 



LITERARY QUIZ 

 

1. Which Italian novel for children has been adapted in over 240 languages? 

2. Which famous novelist was Governor General of Canada? 

3.  Peter Mark Roget, a nineteenth century British physician, is best known       

     for what type of book? 

4.  Whose fourth novel featuring Robert Langdon, is a mystery thriller called  

      “Inferno”? 

5.  Who wrote the 2012 Booker Prize winning book “Bring Up the Bodies”? 

6.  Which book, first published in 1605, has sold more than 300 million          

      copies worldwide? 

7.  Which 1908 novel by Lucy Maud Montgomery, is considered a children's  

      novel? 

8.  In a famous novel, who has a mother called Duchess (nicknamed ‘Pet’)? 

9.  Which book is the first in the Dollanganger Series, and is followed by  

      “Petals on the Wind” and “If There Be Thorns”? 

10. “The Curse of Capistrano”, a 1919 story by Johnston McCulley, is the  

       first work to feature which fictional character? 

11. Who wrote the book “The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde”? 

12. In which book do the catchphrases ‘messing about in boats’ and ‘poop,  

       poop’ feature? 

13. Which short adventure novel is about a sled dog named ‘Buck’? 

14. Who wrote the science fiction novel “Brave New World”? 

15. What do the two initials stand for in C. S. Lewis? 

16. Which Latin phrase meaning ‘great work’, refers to the largest and best  

       achievement of an author? 

17. “The General Theory of Employment, Interest and Money” was written  

       by which English economist? 

18. The title of which D. H. Lawrence book is also a meteorological  

       phenomenon? 

19. Name the beautiful young man who becomes the subject of a portrait by  

       society painter, Basil Hallward? 

20. Which book has had many film and television adaptations including a  

       1935 version starring Robert Donat, a 1978 version with Robert Powell,  

       and a 2008 British television version, starring Rupert Perry-Jones? 

21. Who wrote the children's book “Charlotte's Web”? 

22. Jeffrey Archer was made a life peer in 1992 as Baron Archer of which  

      English seaside town? 

23. Who was the rector of Eversley, Hampshire, from 1847 to 1875? 
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Murder most popular 
 

It is curious that a woman who spent years thinking 

up ingenious ways to kill people should be so 

loved by us, even 125 years after her birth. Yet 

Agatha Christie’s crime and mystery stories made 

her the best-selling writer of all time. Born into a 

wealthy middle-class family in Devon on 15
th
 

September 1890, Agatha Christie’s first published 

novel in 1920 introduced Hercule Poirot to the 

world. Soon Miss Marple joined him, and the rest 

is history. Christie’s sixty-six detective novels and  

fourteen short story collections have sold two billions copies, just behind the 

Bible and Shakespeare. Her play, ‘The Mousetrap’ is the world’s longest- 

running play. 

 

Why does murder and detection appeal to so many millions of us at the end  
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Worship . Friendship . Learning . Worship . Friendship . Learning 

COFFEE & ComPany 
Come & Enjoy 

a 

Cup of Tea or Coffee 

and a chat for an hour or so 
 

in 
 

Whittington Church 

Thursday 24
th

 August   
 

10:00am – 12:00 noon 
 

All are very welcome 

Entrance is free 

Voluntary Donations to Church 

 

 



of a busy day, as we slump over our meal in front of the TV? Perhaps it is 

our anticipation that no matter how bad things are, that in the end, evil will 

not beat goodness, but instead truth will triumph. Sounds like an echo of the 

Christian message.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

September at Whittington Castle 
 

6
th

 September          Car Boot Sale - £5 per car  

         NO cars before 8:30am  

         Sorry no   trade stands 

10
th

/11
th

 September Heritage Open Day Events –  

           Free Guided Tours of the Castle 

           at 12:00 noon and 2:00pm. Visit the Castle Grounds 

and locked rooms and see the Castle Armour which             

was found in the moat! 

13
th

 September          Heritage Open Day Event – Living History  

           Encampment with Whittington Medieval Guild 

27
th

 September         Car Boot Sale - £5 per car  

         NO cars before 8:30am  

         Sorry no   trade stands – Last Car Boot Sale of 2015  
 

Whittington Castle Tearoom has recently been inspected by The Food 

Standards Agency and has achieved the top rating of 5 Stars.  Congratulations 

to new tearoom manager Susan Evans who gained us such a good result in 

such a short time. 

Sue Ellis, Castle Manager -  Telephone 01691 662500 

E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk  

                                                  Website www.whittingtoncastle.co.uk 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

OLD GARDENER – SEPTEMBER TIPS 

 

  dIDivide herbaceous perennials to fill gaps in your border. 

      Net ponds before leaf fall gets underway. Plant spring  

      flowering bulbs which are now appearing in garden  

      centres. Give evergreen hedges a final trim. As lawn 

    growth slows down, the height of the cut can be raised to  

     help your lawn’s resilience to winter wear; grass seed  

worn patches and create new lawns. Make a list of the things you wish to 

move next year – don’t rely on memory alone!  
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HEALTH MATTERS 

 

Flu vaccine: Please remember to get your flu jab this winter, your local 

practices should have a supply from mid September onwards and it is 

important to protect yourself against influenza. Patients who are eligible 

include everyone aged 65 and over, patients with long term conditions such 

as Asthma, COPD, Heart Disease, Stroke, Diabetes, Liver Disease and 

anyone who is the main carer for someone. If you are unsure if you are 

eligible please check with your practice. 

  

Also, a nasal spray flu vaccine will be available to all children who were 

aged 2, 3 or 4 on 31
st
 August 2015 and this will also be provided by your 

local medical practice. 

  

Shingles vaccine: Since 2014 a new vaccine to protect against shingles has 

been available to patients in their 70's. The shingles vaccine is given as a 

single injection. Unlike the flu jab, you'll only need to have the vaccination 

once and you can have it at any time of the year. The shingles vaccine is 

expected to reduce your risk of getting shingles but if you are unlucky 

enough to go on to have the disease, your symptoms may be milder and the 

illness shorter.  From 1
st
 t September 2015 the age groups eligible for this 

vaccine are anyone with a date of birth between 2/9/1935 to 1/9/1937 and 

2/9/1942 and 1/9/1945. This vaccine can be given at the same time as your 

flu jab so when booking your appointment check to see if you are eligible 

and if so, ask if you can have it at the same time. 

  

Community Care Co-ordinators: For the last couple of years practices in 

Shropshire have employed a Community Care Co-ordinator who's role is to 

work as part of the practice team to identify and support those patients who 

are most at risk of a loss of independence and hospital admission due to 

unmet social needs. They work with the practice and other local parties such 

as voluntary organisations, charities, community groups and local agencies 

to signpost and support patients so that they do not end up in hospital due to 

non health reasons. This was originally a pilot scheme but has proven to be 

so successful that it has been expanded to 40 practices across Shropshire.  

  

If you think that you could benefit from their help or if you know someone 

who might need support, then please contact your local practice to see if 

their community care co-ordinator can help. 
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LIVING WITH A HOUSE RABBIT 

 

   Why a House Rabbit? - Rabbits are intelligent,  

   social animals which need affection, and they can 

become wonderful companion animals if given a chance to interact with their 

human families. 

 

The benefits of spay or neuter – Although most rabbits will use a litter-

box, hormones may cause unneutered males and unsprayed females to ‘mark 

territory.’ Spaying or neutering your rabbit improves litter-box habits, 

lessens chewing behavior, decreases territorial aggression, and gives your 

rabbit a happier, longer life.  Have your rabbit neutered between ages 3½ to 

6 months, depending on sexual maturity, by an experienced rabbit 

veterinarian. For rabbits more than 2 years old, get a veterinary checkup first.  

 

Housetraining – Rabbits may have free run of the home. However, it’s best 

for most, and necessary for some, to start with a cage. To make cage time 

learning time, fasten a litter box in the corner of the cage that your rabbit 

chooses for a ‘bathroom.’ As soon as he uses the box consistently, you can 

give him some freedom. Place one or more large litter-boxes in corners of 

the running area outside the cage. Use only positive reinforcement (treats 

and praise) never punishment. 

 

Bunny-proofing – Bunny-proofing your home is part of living with a house 

rabbit. It is natural for rabbits to chew on furniture, rugs, drapes, and, most 

deadly of all, electrical cords. Cords must be concealed to so the rabbit 

cannot reach them. Exposed cords can be encased in vinyl tubing (found at 

hardware stores). By splitting the tubing lengthwise with a utility knife the 

cord can be pushed inside it. 

 

Give your rabbit enough attention, safe chewables, and toys, so that she is 

distracted from chewing furniture and rugs. A cardboard box stuffed with 

hay makes an inexpensive playbox. Young rabbits (under a year) are more 

inclined to mischief and require more confinement and/or bunny-proofing 

than mature rabbits. 

 

What are the basics of a good house rabbit diet? – A rabbit’s diet should 

be made up of good quality pellets, fresh ay, water and fresh vegetables. 

Anything beyond this is a ‘treat’ and should be given in limited qualities. 
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SEPTEMBER 

 

The name September comes from the old Roman word “septem”, which 

means seven, because in the Roman calendar it was the seventh month. The 

Anglo-Saxons called it ‘Gerst monath’ (Barley month), because it was the 

time when they harvested the barley to make their favourite drink – barley 

brew. They also called it ‘Haefest monath’ or Harvest month.  

 

Traditionally 24
th
 September was the day on which harvesting began in 

medieval England. As the last of the crops were gathered in, there used to be 

a ceremony called “Calling the Mare.” The farmers all wanted to prove that 

they had the best reapers, so they tried to gather in the last of their crops 

before their neighbours did. The last sheaf of the  

harvest was used to make a rough mare shape and  

it was quickly sent round to any farmers who had  

not finished gathering his crops. It was a way of  

saying to the farmer that wild horses would be  

after his crops, if he didn’t gather them in quickly.  

The men would run round to the neighbouring farm,  

throw the mare over the hedge into the field where the other farmer was 

working, and they would shout “Mare, Mare” as they ran away.  The farmer 

who received the mare, would then have to work quickly to see if he could 

finish before another farm did, then he would throw the mare to them. The 

farmer who was last to finish would have to keep the mare, and have it on 

display, so that everyone knew he had been the slowest farmer of the year. 

 

Similar to the mare there was a custom of making corn dollies. A corn dolly 

was supposed to have contained the spirit of corn goddess and dates back 

hundreds of years. People believed that the corn goddess lived in the corn 

and would die when the corn was harvested unless some of it was saved. So 

to make sure the corn goddess stayed alive until the next spring’s sowing, a 

corn dolly was made from the last sheaf of corn for the corn goddess to rest 

in until the next year. 
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CHILDREN’S PAGE 
 

ST GILES 
 

St Giles was a hermit, someone who lived a quiet life of 

prayer away from other people; he is specially 

remembered on the 1st September. He lived in a forest 

near Arles in France, sometime in the 9th century. 

 

The story goes that he had a pet  

deer. One day the king was hunting  

in the forest and shot an arrow at  

this deer. When the huntsmen found  

the deer it was in the woodland clearing  

with St Giles. The saint himself was  

wounded by the arrow and held the  

deer in his arms – and all around them were the hunting 

dogs, silent and still as if held by an invisible power. 

 

St Giles is the patron saint of cripples and beggars. His 

emblem is an arrow and in the United Kingdom there are 

over 150 churches dedicated to him. 

 
Answers to last month’s quiz: 

1 -150: 2 – 40; 3 – 3; 4 – 2; 5 – 969; 6 – 7; 7 – 127; 8 – 5;  

9 – 14; 10 – 276 
 

Did you hear about the car with the wooden wheels and 

wooden engine? – It wooden go. 
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