WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

PARISH SERVICES

WOMENS INSTITUTE:

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre
Secretary: Mrs Joyce Howard

Tel:656389

SUNDAY SERVICES:
8:00am Holy Communion on 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays
11:00am Holy Communion weekly
6:30pm Holy Communion According to the Book of
Common Prayer on 1st Sunday
6:30pm Evensong on the 3rd Sunday

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:

Chairman: Paul Jones
Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis

Tel:679542
Tel:662500

4:00pm Messy Church on the 2nd Sunday
(No Service in August)

BELL RINGING:

Details from Brian Rothera

Tel:657778

BROWNIES, GUIDES:

6:00-7.15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre
Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere
Tel:624390

RECTOR:

BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen)
2 Heather Bank, Gobowen
Tel:658016
e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com
WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions
Leaders: Dawn and Mandy
Meet in the Community Centre 9am – 3pm

Tel:670127

SENIOR CITIZENS:

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning
All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall
Secretary: Mrs Gillian Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington

Reverend Sarah Burton
e.mail: sarahburton7@gmail.com

Tel:238658

CHURCHWARDENS:

Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington

Tel:670940

Mrs G Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com

Tel:662236

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington
Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington

Tel:656389
Tel:659562

ORGANIST: Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall

Tel:662116

Tel:662236

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE:

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White
Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm. This will now be the
only stop in the village.
CHURCH WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk
SCHOOL WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonschool.co.uk
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WEEKDAYS: 9:30am Holy Communion - Thursday
5:30pm Choir Practice
- Alternate Thursdays

MAGAZINE:
Editor:
Miss A Ward, 4 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington Tel:672838
eaw4@btinternet.com
Distribution:

Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road

Tel:659385

WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL

Headteacher: Carl Rogers
e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk

Tel:662269
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CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY:

Mr Andy Cawthray - email: WhitCBC@gmail.com
September 2016
Suilven
This year, Richard and I set ourselves the challenge of
climbing Suilven – an iconic mountain in North West
Scotland. At 731 metres, Suilven is not one of
Scotland’s highest mountains but nonetheless it posed
several challenges for us. It is steep; it is situated
several miles from the road - and so involves a walk of
12.5 miles; and it is frequently covered in cloud. We
needed good weather for the walk but as Suilven is a
good nine and a half hour drive from home we couldn’t
just wait for good weather before setting off. So we arranged to spend a
week in Lochinver in August so that we could choose a good day to climb
the mountain. The weather however was not on our side. We had storm force
winds and plenty of rain. There was just one day – Wednesday - that looked
hopeful. So we began to make our preparations for a full day’s walking with
all the necessary equipment. Then on Tuesday the forecast changed:
Wednesday would start well but it would be cloudy and wet by 11:00am. So
I went to bed somewhat anxious – would we be able to complete the walk?
Would we get lost in the cloud and miss our path? I lay there, struggling to
sleep, as in my imagination the mountain became steeper and more
dangerous moment by moment. Eventually I drifted off to sleep, only to be
woken at 4:00am as Richard announced that it was time to go!
I’m not a morning person at the best of times so this was something of a
shock, however by 5:25am we were on the path, watching the sunrise, on a
beautiful clear morning. By 8:55am we were at the top of the mountain. The
clouds were beginning to gather but we still had clear views of the amazing
landscape. The path up (and down) was very steep - and slippery in places –
but we managed fine. Our return journey was grey and wet and the final few
miles with stiff legs and sore feet were hard work but our day out was well
worth the effort.

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:

Richard Beaman

Tel:659166

CRICKET SECRETARY:

Trina Lewis – email: lewisbtkr@aol.com

Tel:774406
07968 844341

BOWLING SECRETARY:

Eileen Sinker

Tel:770212

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY:

Mrs Kath Griffiths

Tel:662116

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON
AND WEST FELTON

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG
e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk
Tel:650488
WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Mrs A. S. Cowley, “Pear Tree” Cottage, Treflach Oswestry
(Clerk to the Council) – Held the fourth Tuesday in the month
ascowley.whitpc@sky.com
www.whittingtonpc.wordpress.com

Tel:659496

SHROPSHIRE YOUTH SERVICE

Rural Mobile visits the village on Tuesday 6:15pm – 8:00pm
Bus parks opposite the “Premier” Shop, Whittington.
Open to young people between the ages of 13 – 20 yrs.
Contact: Wendy Stockton, Shropshire Council Youth Worker.

Tel:654175

BAPTISM SECRETARY

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk

Tel:681036

WEDDING SECRETARY

Mrs Gill Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington
2

Tel:657178
07581 710523

Tel:662236
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The Norwegian Wood Festival is held annually in June and is one of the
highlights on the country’s musical calendar, if not the highlight, attracting
many of the world’s top artists as well as plenty of local Scandinavian bands.
Norwegian Wood, named for the famous Beatles Song, has an impressive list
of past performers, including the likes of Bob Dylan, Sting, David Bowie,
Johnny Cash, Van Morrison, Rod Stewart, Eric Clapton, Mark Knopfler,
Neil Young, Foo Fighters, Alanis Morissette, Travis, The Cardigans,
Counting Crows, Iggy Pop, Faithless and many more. As is clear from the
list of performers this outdoor festival primarily celebrates rock music, but
there are exceptions. The timing is perfect for those wanting to travel during
the summer and experience the Midnight Sun. Tickets are limited and they
sell out fast so it is best to book them in advance online; children under five
get in free of charge accompanied by an adult. You can buy a festival pass
for all four days, or just a single day pass.
Oslo is a relatively small city and fortunately there is an extensive and
superbly efficient public transport system involving buses, trams, subway,
trains and ferries. The Oslo Pass gives visitors unlimited travel on any form
of public transport, and includes free admission to more than thirty museums
and sightseeing attractions together with other discounts. The pass can be
bought at tourist information centres and many hotels, hostels and museums
or can be ordered online. Ferries operate on a seasonal basis between April
and September, linking the City Hall to the museum-studded peninsula of
Bygdøy and there are also ferry services to the harbour islands. Much of the
city is compact enough to explore on foot.
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During my holiday I read a book: ‘Backpacking with the Saints’ by Belden
Lane. Lane writes about his practice of wilderness hiking as a way of
drawing closer to God. In the book he explores the value of taking time out
from our busy lives to immerse ourselves in the natural world. He contrasts
the ‘incessant thirst for experience, personal achievement, and endless
distraction’ which characterises our consumer culture with the change of
perspective that comes when we take time out to find stillness and to wonder
at the amazing world that we are a part of. With the focus taken off ourselves
and our achievements we can learn to appreciate each moment along the
way. The travelling becomes more important than the destination.
Richard and I were pleased to have completed what we set out to do but the
real highlights of our walk up Suilven were the unplanned everyday things
we experienced along the way: the sunrise, the early morning quiet, the
beauty of mountain and lake and the encounters with one or two people we
met along the way.
Blessings,
Sarah
‘Bishop Michael’s Season of Welcome’
On Saturday 24th September Right Reverend Dr. Michael Ipgrave will be
installed as the 99th Bishop of Lichfield. This is preceded by a nine day
'Season of Welcome' for Bishop Michael, which begins on Thursday 15th
September, with a ‘Service of Word and Prayer for Diocese and Bishop’
at 7:30pm at Holy Trinity Church, Oswestry, followed by light
refreshments - all welcome.
On Saturday 24th September there will be two services at Lichfield
Cathedral: 11:00am Installation and Enthronement; 3:30pm Diocesan
Eucharist. Because of the limited capacity of Lichfield Cathedral these will
be ticket-only services: however, both will be streamed live over the internet.
Several churches are hosting live streaming events where you can watch with
others. The nearest of these is at Christ Church, Bayston Hill, Shrewsbury.
For more information go to: http://www.lichfield.anglican.org/ournews/thestart-of-bishop-michaels-ministry-in-lichfield-diocese/
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DIARY
1

3

4

9:30am

Holy Communion

2:30pm

Afternoon Tea plus a meeting for anyone interested
in finding out more about Church Home Groups at
the home of Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street; further
details on page 8

8:00am

The September Prayer Breakfast to support Hannah
Moore, the new Schools Christian Project Worker,
will be held at the home of John and Lynn Carroll,
Rhoswen, Station Road, Whittington; if you would
like to attend please telephone Lynn Carroll on
01691 659385 by Wednesday 31st August

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
11:00am
6:30pm

6

Family Communion with Baptism
Holy Communion according to the Book of
Common Prayer
Autumn Term begins at Whittington Church of
England Primary School

11:00am

Whittington Senior Citizens trip to Welshpool and
Llanfair Light Railway departs

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

7

7:30pm

Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens’ Hall with light
refreshments - £1

8

9:30am

Holy Communion

7:00pm

Whittington Women’s Institute meets in the
Community Centre: Speaker: Liz Kidd; Topic:
‘Crafts’; competition – ‘A small handmade item)

4

The Kon-Tiki Museum contains the iconic balsawood raft, the Kon-Tiki, on
which Thor Heyerdahl made his famous journey across the Pacific in 1947 to
prove the theory that the first Polynesian settlers could have sailed the 4,300
miles between Peru and Polynesia. The museum also contains the original
reed raft, Ra II, on which Heyerdahl sailed across the Atlantic in 1970.
Besides the rafts there is a huge stuffed whale shark, artefacts from his
expeditions and exhibits from his visits to Easter Island, as well as an
intriguing collection of archaeological finds from Easter Island, Galapagos,
East Polynesia and Peru. For anyone interested in seafaring adventures this
museum is a gem. Seeing the craft used to make the famous expeditions is
thrilling and the voyages can be tracked through news articles and other
memorabilia. It is a speciality museum and may not appeal to everybody but
for those who enjoy such things the Kon-Tiki is an informative and
interesting museum which generally scores high with tourists and entry is
free with the Oslo Pass.
Vigeland Park is Oslo’s most visited attraction; it is a vast green area of duck
ponds, trees and lawns that is a monument to the celebrated Norwegian
sculptor Gustav Vigeland, who spent forty years creating the life-size statues
that decorate the walkways and open spaces.
There are more than two hundred works
presenting the human form in a variety of
poses and conveying a range of emotions. At
the centre of the park is the most impressive
piece, the Monolith, a gigantic mass of
writhing bodies carved from a single column
of stone, and believed to be the largest
granite sculpture in the world at a height
of forty-six feet. The most famous and
most photographed piece is the Angry
Boy, a fat child stamping his foot. More
sculptures can be seen in nearby
Vigeland Museum which also has a
display on the development of the
artist’s work and his sketches and
plaster originals. To avoid confusion,
visitors should note that although the attraction is commonly called Vigeland
Park, the collection of sculptures is technically in a middle section of
Frogner Park.
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TRAVELLER’S TALES

11

8:00am
11:00am

OSLO
Oslo, situated at the end of a seventy mile long fjord, is Norway’s capital,
and legends of Viking heroes, trolls and princesses roaming the countryside
attract many travellers looking for a Scandinavian holiday. Oslo is an
eclectic mix of old medieval buildings, churches and modern architecture
and is renowned as a city of culture; the City Hall hosts the annual awarding
of the Nobel Peace Prize. The city centre is filled with restaurants, bars,
cafes, clubs and theatres and has a very cosmopolitan feel, with street artists
hanging around the main street, Karl Johans Gate. Many of Oslo’s best
cultural attractions can be found on the picturesque Bygdoy Peninsula,
including the incredible Viking Ships Museum, the Kon-Tiki Museum, and
the Fram Polar Ship Museum, which jointly leave travellers in no doubt as to
the seafaring and explorative laurels of Norway.
The Viking Ship Museum houses three ninth century Viking ships that were
excavated from ritual burial mounds in the south of Norway, their excellent
condition is due to the clay in
which they were embalmed.
Viking ships were used as tombs
for royalty who were buried with
everything they might need in
their life after death. The biggest
and best preserved of the ships is
the Gokstad, and the finest is the
Oseberg, a richly ornamented
dragon ship with an intricately carved animal head post, that was the burial
chamber of a Viking queen. The elegantly carved sleigh used by the Viking
royalty, and a hoard of treasure was found on the buried ship and is
displayed at the back of the museum. Raised platforms allow visitors to view
the inside of the ships’ hulls. The museum is small and not interactive, but
the ships are fascinating and make an impact the moment you see them. The
museum is considered a must in Oslo and a visit is one of the best ways to
get a taste of the intriguing Viking culture; most of the displays have some
explanation in English, but there is also free wifi in the museum which can
be used to get additional information in English. Entrance to the museum is
free with the Oslo Pass.
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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
Holy Communion
Parish Communion

12

LAST DAY for magazine material for the October edition of the
“Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, 4 Rosehill
Avenue, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com

13

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

15

9:30am

Holy Communion

7:30pm

Holy Trinity Church, Oswestry, Service of Word
and Prayer to welcome Bishop Michael, followed by
light refreshments - all welcome; further details on
page 3

18

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
11:00am
6:30pm

Parish Communion
Evensong

12:00noon

Whittington Senior Citizens ‘School Lunch’ in the
Senior Citizens’ Hall (to be confirmed); further
details on page 10

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

5:00pm

Youth Confirmation preparation at Whittington
Rectory

21

7:00pm

Adult Confirmation preparation at Whittington
Rectory

22

9:30am

Holy Communion

20

A wise man will desire no more than he may get justly, use
soberly, distribute cheerfully and leave contentedly. Anon
5

24

11:00am

Installation of Bishop Michael at Lichfield
Cathedral; further details on page 3

10:00am-2:00pm Coffee Morning at The Orchard, Babbinswood in
aid of McMillan Cancer Support; further details on
page 11
7:30pm

25

The Very Nice Production Company present
“There’s No Business like Show Business” in
Whittington Parish Church – Tickets £10; further
details on page 12

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8:00am
11:00am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion

12:00 noon

Whittington Senior Citizens Monthly Lunch
at the White Lion; further details on page 10

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

5:00pm

Youth Confirmation preparation at Whittington
Rectory

28

7:00pm

Confirmation Rehearsal in Whittington Church

29

9:30am

Holy Communion

30

10:30am-12:00 noon The World’s Largest Coffee Morning in the
Senior Citizens’ Hall in aid of McMillan Cancer
Support; entrance by donation; further details on
page 13
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ADVANCE NOTICE
OCTOBER
2
11:00am

6

A Service of Confirmation by Mark Rylands Bishop
of Shrewsbury for 8 candidates; refreshments will
be available after the service

on the standard and safety of the equipment in the Play Area. This may be
available for the next Council Meeting.
Whittington Cemetery: Awaiting news of work on the pathway.
Garden of Remembrance: 1 - Garden Seat: It was noted that some of the
wooden battens installed on the concrete seat were decaying and need
renewing. 2 - Lych Gate: It was noted that the roof was in need of repair and
some of the tiles may need replacing
Whittington Castle: The Councillors were advised that the recent Norman
re-enactment weekend went very well. It was also noted that the Castle was
chosen for wedding receptions due to the setting in which they are held, the
Castle hosts twenty-six weddings a year.
Areas of Concern: It was reported that the alley way that runs from Station
Road to Castlefields is being restricted as the bushes are overgrown. This
was noted and will be reported.
Date and time of the next meeting: The next Parish Council Meeting will
be at 7:30pm on Tuesday 23rd August 2016 in the Senior Citizens’ Hall.
Paul Thompson-Lawrence
(This article is a brief outline of the main discussion points for the
Whittington Parish Council meeting and does not represent a formal record.
For an official copy of the minutes please contact the Parish Clerk or look on
the Parish Website www.shrop.net/WhitPC)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Just pretend…
Although the married couple enjoyed their new fishing boat together, it was
the husband who always took the wheel. But then he became concerned
about what might happen in an emergency. So one day out on the lake he
said to his wife, “Please take the wheel, dear. Pretend that I am having a
heart attack. You must get the boat safely to shore and dock it.” So she drove
the boat to shore. Later that evening, the wife walked into the living room
where her husband was watching television. She sat down next to him,
switched the TV channel, and said to him, “Please go into the kitchen, dear.
Pretend I’m having a heart attack and set the table, cook dinner and wash the
dishes.”
31

16/02849/CPL – Erection of a single storey rear extension – New House,
Boot Street Whittington (hard copy available)
16/024) hard copies provided

12:00 noon

9

HARVEST FESTIVAL
11:00am
Family Communion
12:45 for 1:00pm Harvest Festival Lunch; further details on page 9
6:30pm
Harvest Evensong

Planning Permission Granted: None Recorded
It was noted by some of the Councillors that the development on the site of
the old building opposite the castle was looking good and it was in keeping
with the existing buildings in the vicinity.
SOUTHERN POWER ENERGY NETWORKS – CONSULTATION
FROM 29th JUNE – 9th SEPTEMBER 2016 – Reinforcement to North
Shropshire Distribution Network: Proposed 132kv Wood Pole Overhead
Line from Oswestry to Wem. The Councillors had several issues with the
proposed route. They discussed the detail of the proposal and concerns were
raised regarding the plan. The Councillors will be contacting Shropshire
Council to raise the issues they have with the proposed route to put forward
their views.
Footway Lighting: The Councillors discussed the damage sustained to the
street light in Plas Cerrig Drive on the 20th July; the lamp post was knocked
over by a delivery van and landed in the garden of number 9.
The issue of upgrading the street lighting was discussed. The Clerk provided
a document to the Councillors present outlining the measures to be applied
when undertaking such an important project. A meeting of the lighting
committee was needed to take this forward. The objective would be to decide
on the policy for lighting, and from this actions will be identified and
documented. A date of the 6th September was decided upon for the meeting,
commencing at 7:30pm
Community Carol Service: The clerk had received a letter from Mr & Mrs
Marshall of Ye Olde Boote relating to this year’s Carol Service. The
Councillors discussed the relevant issues that would need to be actioned and
chose the date 14th December 2016 for the Carol Service. Further details will
follow in due course.
Play Area: As mentioned last month, with the petty vandalism that is taking
place, equipment will need to be removed. The Council are awaiting a report
30

Whittington Senior Citizens’ Club Harvest Lunch

4

30

ALL SAINTS
4:00pm

Parish Memorial Service
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Extracts from the Parish Registers
for the month of July 2016
HOLY BAPTISM
“We welcome you into the Lord’s Family”
3rd July 2016

Rosa Patricia Estaban Raine
Joanne Justine Raine (Adult)
both of Calle Ancora, Madrid, Spain
Andrew Gordon Martyn Raine (Adult)
of Oak Street, Oswestry

17th July 2016

Georgia Louise Jones
of Langland Road, Oswestry

17th July 2016

Poppy Thomas
Reon Thomas
both of Queen Elizabeth Drive, Oswestry

Communicants for the month………260
Attendance for the month……….........295
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Rector and Trustees of the Friends of St John the Baptist acknowledge
the following donation:A further donation of £100 in memory of Ian Mellor

from Friends
7

THANK YOU
Reg and I would like to thank family and friends for
their flowers, cards of congratulations and visits for
our Diamond Wedding Anniversary. I would like to
thank the Senior Citizens’ for the lovely tea party
which we shared with several members who were
celebrating their birthday. Both events were very much appreciated.
Thank you
Margaret Hulson
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Whittington’s Garden
Are you a dog-walker? Does your dog enjoy
Mooching around the Garden of Remembrance
opposite the church? It’s our Hugo’s favourite
place – and we enjoy it too. Thanks to the Parish
Council, it is regularly mown, but the flower beds
could do with a bit of tlc. We’ve been encouraged
to think about this. For a start, we’re hoping to plant up the four circular beds
in the middle. Lawrence and I will happily do one of the beds. Might there
be other villagers, each willing to be responsible for one of the other three
circular flower beds? Or maybe you might be willing to contribute towards
compost and flowers? Barbara Molesworth has some good ideas about which
plants to use - maybe reflecting what might have been planted in the Castle
grounds. If you’re interested in helping with this in any way, or have any
brilliant thoughts, please telephone me or drop a note to Swansong Cottage,
Top Street.
Rosemary Mortimer (01691 657986)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Church Home Groups
In the Autumn we are planning to start two or three Home Groups in
Whittington and West Felton, to provide opportunity for fellowship across
the parishes, for prayer and support, and to look at passages of Scripture
together. The groups would be very informal (and yes, there would be a cup
of tea!), and would provide an opportunity not only to get to know each other
better, but also to grow in our understanding of the Christian faith as we
share together.
If you would like to know more, and have a say in when and where these
8

Whittington Parish Council News,
Meeting held on 26th July 2016

There were seven Parish Councillors and the Clerk at the meeting.
Community Police Incident report for June 2016: The items relevant to
Whittington were as follows:Anti-Social Behaviour and Nuisance: One incident in Park Hall of an offroad vehicle in a wooded area near to the Venue.
Burglary (Non Dwelling): One incident in Park Hall of the theft of a cash
box from a shed.
Assault: Three incidents, one in each of Weston Avenue, Fitzalan Close and
Station Road
Criminal Damage: One incident in Whittington Castle Car Park of a vehicle
window being smashed.
Theft: One incident in Park Hall of the theft of two glazed pots.
Police community Support Officers:
PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes - 07792 774 047; PCSO 60218 Cara Fairly
Local Police Officer – PC 3718 Kate Le’Clere – 07792 774 024
Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and partners to identify,
tackle and solve issues that matter to the community where you live. Thanks
to an investment in mobile tablet style computers, officers will be asked to
spend more time on patrol, on the street and in neighbourhoods. Officers will
continue to come to people when they need them and provide a high quality
service; however you can contact us - in person (on the street, at community
bases and at partners and communities together [PACT] meetings), on the
phone or online.
Planning:
16/00793/REM – Council Planning Reconsultation – Amendment –
16/00793 – Proposed Dwelling South-East of The Orchard.
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ANSWER’S TO AUGUST’S QUIZ
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

Antrim
The Shopper’s Prayer
“Only the Lonely”
Imported sugar
Lord… when the stores call out my
Darrowby
name,
M62
help me not to play the game.
15
Remind me what I have at home,
Himself
the ‘bargains’ I already own!
The jukebox
When ‘open open’ fills my ears,
14
replace them with my chequebook
Pomegranate
fears.
Enid Blyton
Protect me, Lord, from senseless
Jane Krakowski
greed,
Sir Ian Blair
For simple things are all I need.
Aquamarine (bloodstone)
Ardal O’Hanlon
Author unknown
Romeo and Juliet
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
th
18
Visit
Steve Gritt
They’re webbed
A bishop visited a primary school in
She destroyed it
his full episcopal attire – with his
George Patton
mitre, robes and bishop’s crook or
“End”
crozier.
Suffolk
40s
A little lad’s mother asked him later
Meat
what he had thought of the bishop’s
Mary J. Blige
visit to his school.
Helsinki
Patsy Kensit
The little boy replied: ‘It was great –
3
now I know what a real crook looks
The Grand Canyon
like!’
George III
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Permission – Extract from an official letter notifying residents of a new
boundary road: ‘It is hoped to take the new by-pass through the old
cemetery, provided we can get permission from the various bodies
concerned.’
Tomorrow never comes, but the morning after certainly does
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groups might be held, do come along and join us for Afternoon Tea on
Thursday 1st September, 2:30pm, at 10 Boot Street, Whittington, the
home of Margery Mellor. I look forward to seeing you there.
Sarah
(If you would be interested in joining a Home Group but can’t make the tea
on 1st September, then please let me know).

HARVEST LUNCH
On

Sunday 9th October
In the

Senior Citizens’ Hall
12:45 for 1:00pm
Tickets £10 Adults - £5 Children 12 and under
Tickets now available from the Churchwardens
BAR

&

RAFFLE

Breakfast like a king, dine like a pauper
The old saying “Breakfast like a king, lunch
like a prince and dine like a pauper” could
well turn out to be the very best advice if
you want to lose weight and stay healthy.
According to a recent study by King’s
College, the modern lifestyle of eating more
as the day goes on, instead of less, is
causing havoc to our body clocks and digestion.
9

WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers
During July and August several members of the club celebrated birthdays,
including Frances Savage, Joan Morris, and our Treasurer Marion Lycett
who celebrated one which included a ‘0’. To celebrate these occasions a
birthday tea was held in the hall on Tuesday 16th August, at which we also
celebrated the birthdays of Hilda Hopkins, who will be 90 and both Mary
and Sue Dyke, all of which occur in early September. At the same time we
remembered George Goddard who would have been 100 had be lived until
the end of August, sadly he passed away last April. George enjoyed our
afternoon teas especially when chocolate cake was on the menu and Sue
Dyke very kindly made one in his memory. George intended to stand up in
church on his 100th birthday and sing “The Lord’s Prayer”, Philip Morris
lead prayers in his memory, and cut the cake with the help of Rita Moir, a
close neighbour of George. Margaret and Reg Hulson celebrated their
Diamond Wedding Anniversary on 4th August and Val our President
congratulated them on behalf of the club and we raised a glass of wine in
their honour. Margaret brought along the card which they had received from
Her Majesty the Queen for us to see. If we are not told that someone has a
birthday then we cannot acknowledge it or celebrate it in any way, so do let
us know.
Twenty four of us are booked onto a coach on Tuesday 6th September to go
to Welshpool for a ride on the Welshpool to Llanfair Light Railway; the cost
of coach will be paid from club funds.
We hope to hold a school roast lunch on Tuesday 20th September but this will
have to be confirmed once the school re-opens on 6th September. In October
we will celebrate Harvest with a lunch on Tuesday 4th October.
Our monthly lunch in September at the White Lion will be on Tuesday 27th;
if a regular attendee please let Val Hayward know if you do NOT wish to be
included in this month, her number is 01691 662434. Please also give Val a
ring if you are a new-be and would like to join this sociable occasion, the
cost is £7.50.
Please come along and attend the coffee mornings held every Thursday
10

The lady who wanted three hymns
One Sunday a minister announced that the church needed some extra money.
He asked the people to prayerfully consider giving a little extra, and as an
enticement, added that whoever gave the most would be able to pick out
three hymns.
The offering plate was passed around, and to the minister’s amazement,
someone had put in a cheque for £1,000. He shared his joy with his
congregation and said he’d like to thank the person who’d given the cheque.
A very quiet, elderly lady shyly made her way down to the front of the
church. The minister told her how wonderful it was that she gave so much,
and asked her to pick out three hymns. Her eyes brightened as she looked
over the congregation. She pointed carefully to the three handsomest men in
the building and said: “I'll take him, and him, and him.”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
An appeal for water, from the newest country on earth
Still, sparkling or dirty? For many in South Sudan there is
no choice. Years of war have seen hundreds of thousands
of people displaced across Unity State in the north of the
country, and now water resources are running dry. A third
of the wells have broken down, and seven out of ten people
have no access to clean water.
And so it is that Samaritan’s Purse, the international disaster relief
organization for whom we pack shoe boxes as part of “Operation Christmas
Child”, has launched a ‘Turn on The Tap’ appeal to help. It wants to help
people like Angelina, one of over four thousand refugees forced to live in the
Mawut camp, with no access to clean water. Having ten children to look
after, she now has to walk six hours a day, in intense heat, to collect dirty
water. Already exposed to starvation and illness, Angelina now faces the
danger of physical attack.
Sudan’s rainy season washes excrement into surface water supplies, making
the need for access to clean water ever more critical. Samaritan’s Purse is
eager to drill and rehabilitate seventy wells in the area, serving thirty five
thousand people. For this it needs to raise £525,000. More details at:
www.turnonthetap.org.uk .
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH
BAKED APPLES IN CARAMEL
The apples are baked in sparkling Calvados caramel; you could also soak
your raisins in Calvados overnight for a thoroughly boozy dish, and use any
leftover liquor for the caramel, making it up to 50ml in all.
Serves 6

200g white caster sugar
50ml Calvados
25g unsalted butter, softened
25g light muscovado sugar
30g candies orange zest, finely sliced
75g raisins
6 red eating apples
a couple of cinnamon sticks (optional)
crème fraîche or crème crue (untreated
cream) to serve (optional)

Oven: 180°C/355°F/gas mar 4
Place the caster sugar in a small saucepan with 150ml water, bring to a
simmer and cook over a low heat for about 15 minutes, until the syrup turns
a toffee gold – swirling once it starts to colour to ensure it caramelises
evenly.
Gradually stir in the Calvados and gently heat to melt any caramel that has
set.
While the sugar syrup is simmering, cream the butter and muscovado sugar
together in a small bowl, then mix in the candied orange and raisins.
Using the tip of a sharp knife, incise a circle around the middle of each apple
so that it has room to expand as it cooks without the skin splitting. Now cut
out the core. The easiest way to do this is to remove a cone form the top and
bottom of each one, and then trim the centre. If you try to slip out the whole
centre from one end you can end up splitting the apple.
Loosely stuff the cavities with the dried fruit mixture to within 1cm of the
top, and place them in a baking-dish spaced slightly apart; you can also place
a couple of cinnamon sticks in their midst.
Drizzle the caramel over the apples and bake for 45 minutes, basting them
every 15 minutes. Leave to cool for 15 minutes and then serve the apples
with the caramel, and cream or crème fraîche if wished.
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morning where homemade cake and scones are available along with the
coffee and biscuits.
The line dancing class is still being enjoyed on Thursday afternoons; do
come along and partake of some light exercise and plenty of fun. The class
starts at 1:30pm and continues until 3:15pm, with a short break after an hour;
the cost is £3.50 and we have a raffle. Each month a Whist Drive take place
on the first Wednesday in the month, and a weekly session is held on a
Monday afternoon at 2:00pm. Beginners and experienced players are all
welcome. The hall is available for hire for parties, meetings etc and the
charge is £10 per hour.
Committee members can be contacted on the following numbers: Val on
662434, Sue on 650831, Frances 662366, Veronica 680980.
Gillian Roberts (01691 662236)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
24th September, 2016 10:00am – 2:00pm
The Orchard, Babbinswood, Whittington
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RETURNING BY POPULAR DEMAND

THE VERY NICE
PRODUCTION COMPANY
IN AN EVENING OF SONG

“There’s No Business Like
Show Business”

comment on each other’s submissions if they wish. In the meantime the
DECC was abolished when Theresa May became Prime Minister, and the
decision will now be taken by a minister within the new Department of
Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy (BEIS).
National Grid are still waiting in the wings with their Mid Wales Connection
(MWC) pylon plans. Carnedd Wen and Llanbrynmair represent about 30%
of the original 826MW of connection agreements in the MWC. Already
about 45% of that original 826MW has been refused or is not progressing
and if the current two are also refused that figure would be 75%, so no
wonder National Grid are waiting for the result before they can say whether
their MWC plans can finally be abandoned. We remain hopeful that the new
Secretary of State at BEIS will be able to re-affirm the decision of the old
Secretary of State at DECC to refuse these two wind-farm applications,
which should allow National Grid to abandon the MWC plans.
Incidentally, the turbine transport convoys that are daily trundling down the
A483 until the autumn are nothing to do with National Grid’s MWC project
or with the Public Inquiry wind-farms. They are for Tir Gwynt and Garreg
Lwyd Hill wind-farms, which are currently being rush-built in order to get
electricity out before 31st March 2017, when the main Government subsidies
for on-shore wind cease.
Charles Green
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
‘Retreat in the Real World’

th

Saturday 24 September 2016
At 7:30pm
Tickets £10

Put it in your diary now!

Tickets are available now from 01691 662116
and Churchwarden Mike Phipps
Proceeds are in aid of church funds
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‘Retreat in the Real World’ is based on the Spiritual Exercises of St.
Ignatius of Loyola and is a way of engaging more deeply with the Christian
faith at a time and place that works for you. Available both online* (at no
cost) or in a book (£10.99) it offers a weekly meditation and prayer
suggestions with ideas for reflecting on the weekly theme as we go about our
daily lives. I have used this material on my own before and found it so
helpful that I wondered if others would like to join me as I begin the course
again in September. We would read (or listen) and pray in our own homes
but could meet up from time to time or exchange thoughts online. Please get
in touch if you’d like to know more: sarahburton7@gmail.com, 01691
238658
*http://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/cmoretreat.html
25

be amputated. So I was really thankful to be alive. But with my love for
sport, I was absolutely devastated. The stuff that you love to do, you are told
that you cannot do it anymore. “I don’t come from a Christian family but my
parents sent me to a Christian school. We had Bible classes. I had a very
good head knowledge of the Bible but it wasn’t a major part of my life.”
“Everything changed when I was in the accident. I remember lying in the
ambulance. I was scared because I knew in my heart that I wasn’t going to
heaven. I did not know God. I had never asked Him what His plan was for
my life. I remember praying for a second chance. It was a complete miracle
that I survived the accident. I know that God had a hand in that.
“I also know that by me not dying, I still had a purpose here. There is a
reason for me to be here and it completely changed my perspective. It
changed me as a person and I committed my life to Him in the ambulance.
Now, I look at things from the perspective of hope. I have always got hope. I
think that is the biggest difference.
Stuart Weir
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Update for September 2016
On 6th July the Department of Energy and Climate
Change (DECC) finally announced how they were
going to ‘re-determine’ the two windfarm
applications (Carnedd Wen and Llanbrynmair) that
had appealed DECC’s decision last September to
refuse them permission (DECC having, last
December, ‘quashed’ that original decision, rather
than going to Judicial Review).
The Alliance, SNAP and many of the other campaign groups, Community
Councils and affected individuals all submitted the necessary written
representations, some of them lengthy, by the deadline of 29th July, and some
more are still trickling in. But we will have to wait till September before
these submissions are all published on the ministry website:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/consents-and-planning-applications-fornational-energy-infrastructure-projects, under “Current public inquiries for
energy infrastructure”. This is because everything has to be trawled through
by just the one civil servant allocated to the case, in order for him to identify
all the new ‘issues’, before opening things up for all relevant parties to
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FRIDAY 30th SEPTEMBER
WHITTINGTON SENIOR
CITIZENS’ HALL
10:30am-12:00noon
The supporters of MacMillan Cancel Support are once again holding a

COFFEE MORNING
There will be a Raffle, Tombola Stall, Cake and Provisions Stall and a
Book Stall. Entrance is BY DONATION to the cause.
All proceeds go to help patients and their families in the local area
EVERYONE IS WELCOME
So come along and enjoy a morning with Coffee and Biscuits
Rita Moir
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Blame Game over the Great Fire of London – 450 years ago
Just after midnight on Sunday 2nd September 1666 a fire started in a bakery
in Pudding Lane in the old City of London. By the following Wednesday it
had destroyed 13,200 buildings, including the Royal Exchange and St Paul’s
Cathedral. 70,000 people were homeless, some of them on the banks of the
Thames or having fled to the fields of Islington and Highgate. The entire city
within the Roman walls was derelict, a sea of smoking debris. The Great Fire
of London, 450 years ago this month, was a catastrophe unparalleled in
peace-time English history. Yet it seems that fatalities were few – possibly
no more than a dozen or so.
Even before the smoke had cleared the search for people to blame began.
God was high on some people’s agenda. The fire was obviously His
judgment on the indulgent life-style of some of its residents. More common,
however, was the belief that it was all the work of immigrants. The Papists,
with their supposed allegiance to a foreign power, were high on the list. So
13

were the Dutch and the French, with whom England had recently been in
conflict. The Monument erected to mark the spot where the fire began
carried the totally unproven claim that it was the work of Roman Catholics –
the allegation was not removed until 1830. It’s a strange truth that we tend to
feel better if there’s somebody to blame. After all, it couldn’t just happen,
could it?
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
GOD.COM
Every single evening
As I’m lying here in bed
This tiny little Prayer
Keeps running through my head:

I know so much about them
By the kindness that they give me
And this little scrap of mettle
Takes me in to where they live.

God bless all my family
Wherever they may be,
Keep them warm
And safe from harm
For they’re so close to me.

By faith is how I know them
Much the same as you.
We share in what life brings us
And from that our friendships grew.

And God, there is one more thing
I wish that you could do;
Hope you don’t mind me asking,
Please bless my computer too.
Now I know that it’s unusual
To Bless a motherboard ,
But listen just a second
While I explain it to you, Lord.

Please take an extra minute
From your duties up above,
To bless those in my address book
That’s filled with so much love.
Wherever else this prayer may reach
To each and every friend,
Bless each e-mail inbox
And each person who hits ‘send’.

When you update your Heavenly list
You see, that little metal box
On your Great CD-ROM,
Holds more than odds and ends;
Bless everyone who says this prayer
Inside those small compartments
Sent up to GOD.Com
Rest so many of my friends.
Amen
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Cucumber – A small boy asked his mother for a cucumber to take to Junior
Church. A slightly puzzled mother complied. Later she asked what it had
been used for. ‘Sorry, mum,’ he confessed. ‘I got it wrong. We were
supposed to bring a newcomer.’
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Twelve Whittington men are shown as enlisting in1916.
The exhibition commemorates events of WW1 in 1916 featuring the battles
of Verdun and the Somme. It was a period of unnecessary slaughter. A
dreadful price to pay for such little gain which saw at least seven
Whittington lads killed in action.
The exhibition extends over three days, Friday 16th September – Sunday
18th September between 10:00am – 4:00pm each day.
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
How to grow your brain
If you do exercise which is strenuous
enough to get your heart pumping hard, it
may help your memory, because it triggers
a protein that fosters the growth of brain
cells. Researchers at the National Institute
on Ageing have discovered that when
muscles exercise, they produce a protein
that travels to the brain and triggers neuron growth. “Overall, the message is
that a consistently healthy lifestyle pays off,” explained one neuroscientist.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Stef Reid – Christian Paralympic athlete on her way to Rio
Have you enjoyed the Olympic Games in Rio and are you looking forward to
the Paralympic Games which start on 7th September? Then watch out for
Stef Reid - Stef Reid is a paralympic athlete who will represent Great Britain
in Rio. She does long-jump and also sprints. In the 2008 Paralympics she
won a bronze medal in the 200 metres and in 2012, a silver medal in the
long-jump; she has broken the world record for long-jump in the F44 (below
the knee amputees) class several times.
She had a life-changing accident in her teens as she describes: “I was in a
boating accident when I was 16. The propellers caught me across my lower
back. The water around me was blood red. I thought I had been cut in half.
The next issue was that we were three hours away from a half-decent
hospital. “I survived but unfortunately the leg was so mangled that it had to
23

SEPTEMBER at Whittington Castle

CHILDREN’S PAGE

9:00am-12:00 noon – Car Boot Sale –
£5 per car – Sorry NO trade stands –
No cars before 08:30am, no need to
book all enquiries to 01691 662500
8th Sept
12:00 noon FREE Guided Tour of
Whittington Castle as part of the
Heritage Open Days
10th Sept
11:30am-12:30pm’ish Vintage Car Display of approximately
60 cars on the back-field
11th Sept
12:00 noon FREE Guided Tour of Whittington Castle as
part of the Heritage Open Days
12:00noon-4:00pm Whittington Medieval Guild – Living
History Encampment – part of the Heritage Open Days
16th-18th Sept The House of the Blackstar – Medieval Living History
Encampment
16th-18th Sept World War One Exhibition – see below for details
25th Sept
9:00am-12:00 noon – Car Boot Sale – £5 per car – Sorry NO
trade stands – No cars before 08:30am, no need to book all
enquiries to 01691 662500
Sue Ellis, Castle Manager Telephone 01691 662500
E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk
4th Sept

Whittington at War - The Great War
This year sees the third in a series of small
exhibitions about the First World War.
As we saw last year, in 1914, fifty men from
Whittington had already volunteered to join His
Majesty’s forces in seventeen different regiments,
including over thirty in the Kings Shropshire
Light Infantry. More enlisted in 1915 and in 1916
when shortage of recruits made it necessary to
pass the Military Service Act. This imposed
enlistment on all single men between the ages of eighteen and thirty-one. A
second Act was passed in May which extended conscription to married men.
22

15

250th Anniversary of the “Bread and Butter Riots”

21

Pre-industrialised England is often represented as a golden age of prosperity
and plenty, with well-fed peasants happy with their lot in life, knowing their
place in a benevolent and paternalistic society. Reality, as is so often the
case, was somewhat different from the myth. In September 1766 the Annual
Register (a yearly compendium of memorable events) describe briefly over
thirty popular uprisings throughout England, caused by a combination of
factors concerned with the price and availability of staple foodstuffs. Such
uprisings were not a new phenomenon but became increasingly common
during the latter half of the eighteenth century due to the fluctuating cost of
staple foods. The average price of wheat had remained relatively stable
during the first half of the century averaging 34s.11d per quarterhundredweight for the period 1713-1764, but between 1765 and 1800 it rose
to 55s. per quarter-hundredweight, reaching a peak of 128s. per quarterhundredweight in 1800.
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‘Neither — nor depth... will be able to separate us from the love of
God’ (Romans 8:39) (6)
What Jesus shed in 5 Down (4)

The harvest of 1766 was a particularly poor one, and the number of popular
uprisings rose dramatically – “…something like sixty incidents were
reported in the press in a dozen weeks”. These uprisings were almost
unfailingly described as ‘riots’, but the term riot suggests an out-of-control
mob, intent on pointless destruction, whereas contemporary sources often
remark that although goods were seized by force, personal violence was not
always employed. Self-control, rather than brute intimidation, was often the
guiding force.
A contemporary reported that at Honiton, Devon ‘'in 1766 lace-workers
seized corn on the premises of the farmers, took it to market themselves, sold
it, and returned the money and even the sacks back to the farmers’. Similarly
in the Black Country both the participants and many observers often
regarded the uprisings as a justifiable method of righting a perceived wrong,
rather than a mindless destructive riot. It is interesting to note that in many of
these ‘bread and butter’ uprisings the active participants were usually of the
proto-urban working class, such as colliers, rather than agricultural workers
or rural inhabitants.
There was no doubt that occasionally the disturbances did take a violent and
abusive turn; threatening letters were sent to farmers and millers, often
containing specific details of what could be expected if they were suspected
of profiteering (spelling and punctuation is original): “Winter Nights is not
16

Last minute - A minister waited in the queque to have his car filled with
petrol just before a long holiday weekend. The attendant worked quickly, but
there were many cars ahead of him. Finally, the attendant motioned him
toward a vacant pump. “Reverend,” said the young man, “I'm so sorry about
the delay. It seems as if everyone waits until the last minute to get ready for a
long trip.” The minister chuckled, “I know what you mean. It's the same in
my business.”
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Across:
8
Where the ark of the covenant was kept for 20 years (1 Samuel 7:1)
(7,6)
9
One of the parts of the body on which blood and oil were put in the
ritual cleansing from infectious skin diseases (Leviticus 14:14–17) (3)
10
Uncomfortable (3, 2, 4)
11
‘Yet I have loved Jacob, but Esau I have — ’ (Malachi 1:3) (5)
13
Where Paul said farewell to the elders of the church in Ephesus
(Acts 20:17) (7)
16
‘Jesus bent down and — to write on the ground with his finger’
19
Prophet from Moresheth (Jeremiah 26:18) (5)
(John 8:6) (7)
22
Comes between Exodus and Numbers (9)
24 and 2 Down ‘Then Elkanah went home to Ramah, but the boy ministered
before the Lord under — the — ’ (1 Samuel 2:11) (3,6)
25
There was no room for them in the inn (Luke 2:7) (4,3,6)
Down:
1
Rough drawing (2 Kings 16:10) (6)
2
See 24 Across
3
Underground literature (including Christian books) circulated in the
Soviet Union (8)
4
Lo, mash (anag.) (6)
5
The Bible’s shortest verse: ‘Jesus — ’ (John 11:35) (4)
6
‘Can a mother forget the baby at her — and have no compassion on
the child she has borne?’ (Isaiah 49:15) (6)
7
Can be seen in a dying fire (Psalm 102:3) (6)
12
‘Send me, therefore, a man... experienced in the — of engraving, to
work in Judah and Jerusalem’ (2 Chronicles 2:7) (3)
14
Second city of Cyprus (8)
15
United Nations Association (1, 1, 1)
16
One of the women who first heard that Jesus had risen from the dead
17
Braved (anag.) (6)
(Mark 16:1) (6)
18
— of Evangelism, outreach initiative in the 1990s (6)
20
‘Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes and — in their own
20
sight’ (Isaiah 5:21) (6)

past therefore your person shall not go home alive - or if you chance to
escape the hand that guides this pen, a lighted Match will do eaqual
execution. Your family I know not But the whole shall be inveloped in
flames, your Carkase if any such should be found will be given to the Dogs
if it Contains any Moisture for the Annimals to devour it...” Local
magistrates, aware of the tide of public opinion, often ensured that farmers
and millers sold wheat and other staple foods at a reasonable rate during
periods of shortage. But despite the
semi-official attempts by local
magistrates to forestall such incidents
by putting pressure on farmers and
millers, the Government of the day
was not prepared to stand idly by and
let matters worsen. Letters were sent
to chief magistrates in each town
where rioting had occurred, requiring
the names of known of offenders as
evidence for special Commissions that were set up to prosecute the rioters.
Repression could often be swift and final - eight rioters were reportedly shot
dead on the road to Kidderminster during the uprising of 1766, and The
Times stated on 5th May 1800 that thirty people were arrested during riots in
Dudley, Stourbridge, Penn, Horton and Bilston. However, the Government
also took some positive steps to alleviate the problem. One of the main bones
of contention between the rioters and the authorities was the export of grain
to the Continent, which continued even in times of poor harvests. An Act to
prohibit the export of corn, grain, meal, malt, flour, bread, biscuit and starch
was passed on 26th September 1766, and another Act soon afterwards
licensed the importation of duty-free grain from America and the Continent.
This had a beneficial short-term effect, but ‘bread and butter’ uprisings
continued sporadically throughout the eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries. The Corn Laws and agitation for their repeal ensured that public
unrest over staple food prices was a continued threat until the late 1840s.
David Cox
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Angels - Angels have a lot to do and they keep very busy. If you lose a tooth,
an angel comes in through your window and leaves money under your
pillow. Then when it gets cold, angels go south for the winter.
Sara, age 6
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A NEW HEADTEACHER
At ten years of age, I left my primary school
with a passion for learning and selfconfidence that has never diminished. I have
only the best memories of my experiences
and can directly link my primary education
to my future life-choices. Does this
constitute an ‘outstanding’ primary school
experience? In my mind, absolutely. Would
the quality of education that I received be
deemed to be ‘outstanding’ in the current
educational climate? Certainly not. In discussion with friends, family and
strangers alike, the theme of education draws passionate opinions from all.
Every adult has been shaped by their early experiences. Time spent in Early
Years and primary school settings is, in my view, the most significant time in
a child’s education. By the time a child leaves primary school at the age of
eleven they will have developed a disposition toward learning; created
memories and friendships; tested their resilience and approaches to
challenging circumstances; as well as, simply put, making a decision about
whether or not they like school. In all of these areas children can respond in
two ways: positively or not.
As primary school teachers our job is to not just to make sure that children
leave school fulfilling their academic potential, but to nurture in them a
broader sense of what educational success looks like. My aim as a teacher is
to make children world-class learners, developing in them a confidence and
thirst for knowledge that enables them to realise their talents and create their
own futures. Children need to leave school with an appreciation of the
diverse range of intelligences that are needed for our society to function.
They need to be prepared to embrace the challenges of a future that we can’t
predict. And, as educators, we only get once chance.
With all of the above in mind, it is with pleasure and excitement that I am
able to write to you as the new headteacher of Whittington CE (VA) Primary
School. I hope that you, like me, have enjoyed a wonderful summer with
your family and friends and are now feeling ready for the contrasting
pleasures that autumn brings. Personally, with an action-packed summer
with my wife and children under my belt, I am now looking forward to
18

joining a passionate and dedicated school team, and working within a vibrant
community. These words are not intended as empty flattery, but as my
genuine perception of the school and the community. This much has been
clear from the time that I have already spent in school as well as my preexisting knowledge having worked in two other schools in the local
community.
The autumn term is as busy as any other in school and I am looking forward
to spending time getting to know the school community. My main aim is to
do as do much listening and observing as I can. Whittington CE (VA)
Primary School has an excellent reputation, and that is testament to the way
that the school has been led in recent years. It is also indicative of the
wonderful children that we have. My task is to build upon all of that good
work that has been done to ensure that the children of Whittington receive an
educational experience that is second to none.
To this end, there are two main questions that I would like to ask everyone
within the school community:



What is it the school does well and you would not want to see
change?
What is it that you think the school could do even better?

I would love to hear your views and welcome all suggestions. All responses
will be highly valued.
Should you wish, please write to me at
head@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk, or, even better, come and see me at
school. Being new to the school, and to headship, it would be lovely to meet
members of the local community in person.
In January 2017, when I know the school better and the community better
knows me, we will be spending a significant amount of time thinking about
the future vision for the school and I would invite you all to contribute. I
look forward to being a regular contributor to this magazine.
Kindest regards,
Carl Rogers
(Headteacher)
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