WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

PARISH SERVICES

WOMENS INSTITUTE:

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre
Secretary: Mrs Joyce Howard

Tel:656389

SUNDAY SERVICES:
8:00am Holy Communion on 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays
10:30am Holy Communion weekly
6:30pm Holy Communion according to the Book of
Common Prayer on 1st Sunday
6:30pm Evensong on the 3rd Sunday

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:

Chairman: Jonjo Evans
Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis

Tel:671300
Tel:662500

4:00pm Messy Church on the 4th Sunday
(No Service in July or August)

BELL RINGING:

Details from Brian Rothera

Tel:657778

BROWNIES, GUIDES:

6:00-7:15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre
Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere
Tel:624390
BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen)
2 Heather Bank, Gobowen
Tel:658016
e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com

WEEKDAYS: 9:30am Holy Communion - Thursday
5:30pm Choir Practice
- Alternate Thursdays
RECTOR:
Reverend Sarah Burton
Tel:238658
Assoc. Minister: Reverend Richard Burton email:wwfchurch@gmail.com
The Rectory, Castle Street, Whittington SY11 4DF
Curate:

Reverend Jassica Castillo-Burley

Tel:611749

WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:

CHURCHWARDENS:

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions
Leaders: Dawn and Mandy
Meet in the Community Centre 9:00am – 3:00pm

Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington

Tel:670940

Mrs G Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com

Tel:662236

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington
Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington

Tel:656389
Tel:659562

ORGANIST: Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall

Tel:662116

Tel:670127

SENIOR CITIZENS:

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning
All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall
Secretary: Mrs Gillian Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington

Tel:662236

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE:

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White
Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm. This will now be the
only stop in the village.

MAGAZINE:
Editor:
Miss A Ward, 4 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington Tel:672838
eaw4@btinternet.com

CHURCH WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk

Distribution:

SCHOOL WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonschool.co.uk

WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL:
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Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road

Headteacher: Mr Carl Rogers
e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk

Tel:659385
Tel:662269
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“THE RIPPLE”
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CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY:

September 2017

Mr Andy Cawthray - email: WhitCBC@gmail.com

Tel:657178
07581 710523

Welcomed into two amazing communities
So, I have been here one month
now and so much has happened
We managed to empty all our
boxes within a few days and
were able to organise ourselves
very quickly. We were
welcomed with many cards,
bottles of wine and cakes.
Many people in the village have been very neighbourly by knocking
on our door for a chat and offering their personal welcomes.
We are enjoying village life and have been to the Methodist Church
coffee morning enjoying their delicious bacon bap; the Women’s
Institute – a great meeting place; The Carnival and The Oswestry
Show - meeting many more people from Whittington and West Felton
in a great family fun-filled atmosphere. Most of all I have enjoyed
being invited to lots of people’s homes. Cups of tea and lots of
homemade cakes are the order of village life which we are enjoying
immensely.
I have spoken to many people who have moved to this area and I can
agree with all of them that you all are very friendly, with a great
family feeling and are a close-knit community.
We have met so many people. Names, faces, places are all too
confusing. So, if you see me again and I have forgotten your name,
please forgive me. Say hello anyway…

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:

Richard Beaman
CRICKET SECRETARY:

Trina Lewis – email: lewisbtkr@aol.com

Tel:774406
07968 844341

BOWLING SECRETARY:

Eileen Sinker

Tel:770212

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY:

Mrs Kath Griffiths

Tel:662116

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON
AND WEST FELTON:

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG
e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk
Tel:650488
WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL:

Mrs A. S. Cowley, “Pear Tree” Cottage, Treflach, Oswestry
(Clerk to the Council) – Held the fourth Tuesday in the month
ascowley.whitpc@sky.com
www.whittingtonpc.wordpress.com

Tel:659496

SHROPSHIRE YOUTH SERVICE:

Rural Mobile visits the village on Tuesday 6:15pm – 8:00pm
bus parks opposite the “Premier” Shop, Whittington.
Open to young people between the ages of 13 – 20 yrs.
Contact: Wendy Stockton, Shropshire Council Youth Worker.

Tel:654175

BAPTISM SECRETARY:

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk

Tel:681036

WEDDING SECRETARY:

Mrs Gill Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington
2

Tel:659166

Tel:662236
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door, two staircases rise jauntily from the level of the square and in the
centre of the composition the twin west towers of the cathedral soar into the
blue in a sensational flourish of Baroque, covered everywhere with balls,
bells, stars, crosses, and weathercocks, speckled with green lichens and
snapdragons in the crevices, and exuding a delightful air of cheerful
satisfaction. The cathedral is without doubt one of the great buildings of the
world; its façade a Baroque masterpiece stands in front of the original
Romanesque exterior, which can be seen as soon as you step inside the
doors. There before you is the Door of Glory, an astonishing doorway
carved in the twelfth century by Master Mateo. At this point, the exhausted
pilgrims knew they had reached their journey’s end; gratefully they reached
out and touched the central pillar, which has become quite worn away from
centuries of touching. Master Mateo is also represented on the central pillar
beneath St James, and those who pass through the Portico de la Gloria
sometimes bump heads with Mateo in the hope of absorbing some of his
genius!

Jesus said, “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever
welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me… truly I tell you, none
of these will lose their reward.”
You all have made me welcome.

Thank you so much.

Jassica
West Felton, Rectory

Harvest Thanksgiving
The focus of attention within the cathedral is the gleaming thirteenth statue
of St James; those pilgrims permitted to climb the stairs behind the altar kiss
his richly worked mantle. The cathedral’s museum and treasury are well
worth a visit, to see some of the library’s valuable religious works and
collection of tapestries. In the library you will see a huge incense burner
called a botafumeiro; on feast days this is hung from the transept dome
keystone and, with half a dozen men clinging desperately to the other end of
the rope, is swung to the eaves — one year, it is said, the men lost control
and the incense burner flew into the square outside.

Giving thanks is atthe heart of our Christian faith and at harvest time
we remember God’s many gifts to us in creation - the beauty of the
earth and the abundance of the harvest. Do join us in church for our
harvest celebrations on Sunday 1st October (see diary section). I am
sure everyone is looking forwards to our Harvest Lunch that Sunday;
it is such a great time and, at only £10, is fantastic value. If you want
tickets please telephone Mike Phipps on 670940.

Richard,
Whittington Rectory
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DIARY
2

3

5

8:00am

The September Prayer Breakfast to support the
Schools Christian Project Worker will be held at
the home of John and Lynn Carroll, Rhoswen,
Station Road; if you would like attend please
telephone Lynn on 01691 -659385 by Wednesday 30th
August

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
10:30am
6:30pm

Parish Communion
Holy Communion According to the Book of Common
Prayer

9:00am

Whittington School opens for the Autumn Term

9:30am

Whittington Senior Citizens’ trip to Bettws-y-Coed;
£5 for members £10 for friends; further details on
pages 10-12

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

6

7:30pm

Monthly Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens’ Hall,
£1.50 including refreshments

7

9:30am

Holy Communion

8

9:30am-1:00pm Car Boot Sale at the Cricket Club; further details on
page 19

10

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

4

8:00am
10:30am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion

crusade against the Moorish invaders when the Lord of Pimentel was forced
to swim across a ria (body of water); he miraculously emerged from the sea
on the other side covered in scallop shells, which were taken to be the
emblem of St James). On their difficult and sometimes dangerous route, the
pilgrims were taken care of by Benedictine and Cistercian monks and the
Knights Templar of the Spanish Order of the Red Sword, who undertook to
guarantee the safety of pilgrims in Northern Spain. Hospitals and hospices
were set up to take care of sick and weary pilgrims.
However St James all the best scholars seem to agree never came to Spain;
he was never a soldier; there is no reason why his body should be brought to
Galicia, and nothing of this is suggested in the Acts of the Apostles, where
his death is recorded. He died several centuries before Islam was conceived;
probably never mounted a horse in his life; and certainly never slew an
infidel. But whether or not you believe in the legend of St James or the value
of pilgrimages, Santiago is still one of Spain’s finest cities.
When in 1589 Sir Francis Drake attacked La Coruna, in a panic, the Bishop
of Compostela took the cathedral’s relics away, to a place of safe-keeping,
but they got lost, and remained so, for the next three hundred years. They
were rediscovered in 1879 allowing the pilgrimages to start once more.
Pilgrimages reach their peak in those years when the feast day of St James,
25th July, falls on a Sunday.
The Plaza de Espana square is made of golden granite and is bordered on one
side by the Baroque façade of the cathedral and the bishop’s palace and on
the opposite side by the impressive eighteenth century town hall, formerly
the Raxoy Palace. On the square’s south side is San Jeronimo College —
opposite this, on the north side, is perhaps Santiago’s second greatest asset,
the Hotel de Los Reyes Catolicos, which was founded by King Ferdinand
and Queen Isabella in 1499 and is considered to be the oldest hotel in the
world. The old streets are one of the great pleasures of Santiago; the best are
the Rua del Villar, Rua Nueva and Calle Franco; fashionable clothes shops
stand next to ancient grocery shops run by wizened old ladies swathed in
black. If you’re planning to do much walking, remember your umbrella; the
rain in Spain seems to stay mainly in Santiago!
Santiago cathedral is like nowhere else. At one end of its enormous block
rises a pyramidal tower of apparently Hindu origin. In front of its great
33

TRAVELLER’S TALES

11

LAST DAY for magazine material for the October edition of the
“Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, 4 Rosehill
Avenue, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com

12

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

13

12:00 noon

Whittington Senior Citizens’ Roast Lunch in the
Senior Citizens’ Hall, cost £5; further details on
pages 10-12

7:00pm

Annual General Meeting of the Friends of St John
the Baptist in the Parish Church; all are welcome

SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA
Millions of people from all over the world come to this city every year.
Many of them reaching the end of the Way of Saint James pilgrimage route
(the Camino), born in the ninth century, which has linked the city with the
rest of Europe ever since. Every year many thousands of pilgrims set out on
foot, by bike, or even on horseback, to live this experience that combines
adventure and spirituality; the final goal is the cathedral in Santiago. At the
peak of its attraction, from the ninth to the sixteenth centuries, up to two
million people a year, around five thousand a day, came to worship at what
was believed to be the burial place of St James. Its historic centre has been
designated a World Heritage Site by the UNESCO.

14

Legend has it that the Apostle James the Greater came to Spain and preached
for seven years before returning to Judaea, where he was martyred by Herod.
Forced to leave the country, his disciples smuggled St James’s body back to
Spain and buried it near the spot where they were supposed to have first
landed in Spain, near Padron (a few miles from Santiago).
17
According to legend at the beginning of the ninth century, a hermit called
Pelagius saw a mysterious light shining over a Roman tomb forgotten in the
middle of a forest, and Theodomir, Bishop of Ira Flavia recognized this as a
miracle. Compostela’ means literally ‘field of a star’ — from the Latin
‘campus stella’ — and Santiago is the Spanish for St James). An alternative
legend has it that St James appeared on the battlefield at Clavijo near
Logrotio, to help the Spaniards in their fight against the Moors; after which
time St James became known as `Matamore’ or Slayer of the Moors. Very
soon, the incredible news spread all over the Christian world, the tomb of St
James the Greater, the beloved apostle of Jesus Christ, had been discovered
near the finis terrae, (Cape Finisterre), the end of the known Earth, until
Columbus discovered America, in the northwest of the Iberian Peninsula;
and a few years later the site became the now famous pilgrimage town.

19
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9:30am

Holy Communion

7:00pm

Whittington Women’s Institute meets in the
Community Centre; Quiz Night

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
10:30am
6:30pm

Parish Communion
Evensong

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

7:00pm

Whittington Parochial Church Council meets in the
Senior Citizens’ Hall

SAINT MATTHEW
9:30am

23
Pilgrims identified themselves by wearing a uniform of a heavy cape, longstave, sandals and a felt hat turned up in front and bearing the scallop-shell
emblem of St James. (The scallop shell crops up all over Northern Spain, and
its adoption as the emblem of pilgrimage is said to date back to the
32

HOLY CROSS DAY

Holy Communion

9:30am-4:15pm Bereavement Awareness Day at Oswestry
Methodist Church (registration closed 26th August)
7:30pm

“Of One Accord” Mixed Voice Choir Concert
in Whittington Parish Church; Tickets £8, further
details on page 9
5
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26

8:00am
10:30am
4:00pm

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Messy Church

Whittington Together: The Village Fete will take place on the 28th August
this year and be opened at 12:00 noon. At this point in time the detail is
being finalised and all is going well. An idea was raised for next year’s Fete,
regarding the theme. It was suggested that it should feature the ending of the
First World War.

12:00 noon

Whittington Senior Citizens’ Monthly Lunch at the
White Lion; further details on pages 10-12

Date and time of the next meeting: The next Parish Council Meeting will
be at 7:30pm on Tuesday 23rd August 2017 in the Senior Citizens’ Hall.

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

28

9:30am
Holy Communion
10:00am-12:00noon Coffee Morning in Church; further details on
page 22

29

SAINT MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS

Paul Thompson-Lawrence
(This article is a brief outline of the main discussion points for the
Whittington Parish Council Meeting and does not represent a formal record.
For an official copy of the Minutes please contact the Parish Clerk or look on
the Parish Website - www.whittingtonpc.wordpress.com)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Old and alone and needing help...

10:30am-12:00 noon The World’s Largest Coffee Morning in the
Senior Citizens’ Hall in aid of McMillan Cancer
Support; entrance by donation; further details on
page 12

An old Italian priest lived alone in New Jersey. He wanted to plant his
annual tomato garden, but it was very difficult work, as the ground was hard.
A member of his church, Vincent, who used to help him, was in prison. So
the old priest wrote a letter to his parishioner and described his predicament:

ADVANCE NOTICE
OCTOBER
1

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
HARVEST FESTIVAL
10:30am
Parish Communion
12:45 for 1:00pm Harvest Festival Lunch; further details on page 13
6:30pm
Harvest Songs of Praise

Whittington Senior Citizens’ Harvest Service and
Lunch in the Senior Citizens’ Hall; cost £8, further
details on pages 10-12
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Oldest computer – The oldest computer can be traced back to Adam and
Eve. Not surprisingly, it was an Apple. But it had an extremely limited
memory: just one byte, and everything crashed.
6
3

Dear Vincent, I am feeling pretty sad because it looks like I won't be able to
plant my tomato garden this year. I'm just getting too old to be digging up a
garden plot. I know if you were here my troubles would be over. I know you
would be happy to dig the plot for me, like in the old days. I remember you
in my prayers!
Fr Louis
A few days later he received a letter from his parishioner.
Dear Father Louis, Whatever you do, don’t dig up that garden. That’s where
the bodies are buried. Thanks for your prayers.
Vinnie

12:00noon

At 4:00 am the next morning, FBI agents and local police arrived and dug up
the entire area without finding any bodies. They apologized to the old priest
and left. That same day the old priest received another letter.
Dear Father Louis, Go ahead and plant the tomatoes now. That’s the best I
could do under the circumstances.
Vinnie
31

Public Participation: The member of the public was in attendance to inform
the Councillors regarding the proposed chicken shed extension on his land.
He explained that the conditions being introduced for the birds would be
better for their welfare.

Extracts from the Parish Registers
for the month of July 2017

Matters Arising: It was noted that the bush shelters needed cleaning and
arrangements will be made.
.
Castle Street, Whittington: There will be some work carried out with
possible road closures.

“We welcome you into the Lord’s Family”

HOLY BAPTISM

23rd July 2017

Joel James Richard Smith
of Ellesmere Road

23rd July 2017

Logan Richard Venn
of Greenwood Avenue, Wrexham

PLANNING: 17/02638/EIA- Bryn-Y-Plentyn Farm Middleton – reconsultation due to amendment on application 17/02638
HOLY MATRIMONY
Planning Permission Granted: 17/01776FUL – 14 Park Crescent, Park
Hall, Oswestry - Erection of extension.
Shropshire Councillor for Whittington: Councillor Charmley informed the
Council that fifteen enquiries had been received from developers regarding
the proposed development behind the School. There were five on a short list
and there would be a meeting this week. The Councillors looked at the car
parking scheme and discussed it in detail. An informal meeting will be
arranged to discuss issues and share ideas.
Footway Lighting: The missing lamp in Top Street was discussed. A full
survey of all the lights in the Parish had been produced. An in-depth
discussion took place around the presented proposal document and the
Council will be looking at what options they may take.
The Play Area: The Councillors were informed that the Royal Society for
the Prevention of Accidents inspection of the equipment had taken place and
the report was awaited.
Whittington Cemetery: More work has recently been carried out in the
grounds by the volunteer group.
Whittington Castle: The next event will have between twelve and fifteen
groups enacting multi-period events. It was noted that the tree needs cutting
as it is hanging in the moat.
30

We sent our Best Wishes to:15th July 2017

Delroy McKay
and Nichola Roberts
both of Victoria Street, Oswestry

29th July 2017

Michael Philip Crowe
and Karen Ann Michelle Brooks
both of Maesbury Lane, Northwich

REQUIESCAT IN PACE
“May the Souls of the Faithful Departed Rest in Peace”
3rd July 2017

David Brian Brookfield
aged 61 of Rosehill Drive

5th July 2017

Vernon West
Aged 88 of Yew Tree Drive
Communicants for the month……...…234
Attendance for the month……….........273
7

Whittington Parish Council News,
Meeting held on 25th July 2017

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The Rector and Trustees of the Friends of St John the Baptist acknowledge
the following donations:Donations totalling £82.70 in memory of David Brian Brookfield from his
Family and friends
A donation of £230

Anon

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Donations in the memory of Colin Tuerena
Colin was passionate that everyone in the world should have access to basic
levels of health care - especially in times of war and famine. It was these
beliefs that led to his support of Medecin sans Frontiers since 2000.
We therefore decided that Medecins sans Frontieres should be the charity for
donations in his memory and are pleased that £970 has been raised in his
memory as well as some on-going regular donations.
In addition we are discussing options for building a bird hide in his memory
in the Ellesmere area so that his enthusiasm for enjoyment of the outdoors
and continuing inspiration of others to learn about and to look after the
environment can be supported through Shropshire Wildlife Trust.
Thank you for your kind donations and support.
Sue Tuerena and family
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
No shame in a doggy bag
Next time you are eating out, and have
more food than you really want, don’t
let the restaurant bin it – ask for a
doggy bag. In Scotland, the ‘Good to
Go’ campaign is aiming to introduce
doggy bags in all restaurants, and thus
cut down on the enormous waste in
uneaten restaurant food. According to research, seventy-five per cent of us
would like to ask for a doggy bag, but forty-two per cent admit to being too
embarrassed to do so.
8

There were eight Parish Councillors, the Clerk, Councillor Charmley, Police
Constable Kate Le’Clere and one member of the public at the meeting.
Your Team & Contact numbers:
Local Police Officer: - PC 3718 Kate Le’Clere – 07792 774 024
Police Community Support Officers: - PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes - 07816
172 510; and PCSO 40279 Pete Roberts- 07792774047
About your Team: Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and
partners to identify, tackle and solve issues that matter to the community
where you live. Making neighbourhoods safer by cutting day to day crime
and anti-social behaviour is at the heart of keeping people in West Mercia
safe. Thanks to an investment in mobile tablet style computers, these will
enable officers to spend more time on patrol on the street and in
neighbourhoods. Officers will continue to come to people when they need
them and provide a high quality service however you contact us - in person
(on the street, at community bases and at partners and communities together
[PACT] meetings), on the phone or online.
In the event of a Police emergency call 999 for urgent attention; or ring 101
for non-emergency calls. The Police mobile numbers above will only be
answered if the Officer is on duty. If your call is not answered please leave
your name, number and a brief message. The Officer will respond at their
earliest convenience when they are next on duty.
Get in touch - 101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime
 oswestryrn.snt @westmercia.pnn.police.uk
 www.westmercia.police.uk
/
@Oscops - Only call 999 in an emergency, when a crime is in
progress or life is in danger.
Community Police Incident Report 1st -30th June 2017:
Assaults: 2 - Burglary (Residential): 1- Criminal Damage: 1- Other
Unlisted: 1- Concern for Safety: 4
29

FLOWER ARRANGING DEMONSTRATION

“DOWN THE GARDEN PATH”

MIXED VOICES
CHOIR CONCERT

By Mrs Sue Pearson

WHITTINGTON PARISH CHURCH
This well known Shrewsbury choir will
be performing on
SATURDAY 23rd SEPTEMBER
at

in

SHREWSBURY ABBEY
THURSDAY 21st SEPTEMBER
at 7:30pm

TICKETS £10 – including refreshments

Available from the Abbey Shop
and on the door

RAFFLE
For more details see the poster in the church porch
28

Don’t give-up on yourself; even Moses was once a basket-case.

7:30pm (Doors open 7:00pm)
The choir are regular performers at the
Annual Shrewsbury Flower Show and
will perform a variety of items from
their extensive repertoire.
TICKETS £8
From Lindsay Rutherford 07976
700709 & Kath Griffiths 01691 662116
Wine by the glass available from 7:00pm

9

BUS SHELTER VANDALISM
The Parish council have been dismayed to receive a call from the Police
regarding vandalism to the bus stop in Babbinswood. Whilst I cannot
comment on the ongoing Police enquiry, I feel the need to express the
feelings of the Council to such an act.

We are disgusted that such a wanton act of this nature should take place in
our local community. This has meant that the bus shelter is now out of
operation until the damaged perspex is removed due to its unsafe nature.
Once this is done the shelter will be without a back until the Council has
decided on a repair or replacement. Neither of which will be without cost to
the Councils budget or indeed that of the Parishioners. Whilst our insurance
may cover the costs, the premiums will be sure to increase, which may result
in the Council looking to recoup the money in the form of future Council
Tax rises.
Thankfully incidents such as this are rare, let’s hope that this is just a one-off
and we can return to the peace and quiet of our rural location.
Jill Whitby - Parish Council Chair.
WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers
The September lunch at the White Lion will be on Tuesday 26th 2017. Val
Hayward is responsible for looking after bookings for the lunch so whether
you are a first-timer and wish to come along, or a regular attendee who is
unable to make it, please contact Val on 01691 662434. The cost of the two
course roast lunch is currently £7.50, which includes tea or coffee.
10

and Anglesey. His constructions were the most stupendous in Europe for a
thousand years, and – astonishingly – almost everything he ever built
remains in use today.
When it comes to my choosing a luxury item I find myself in a real dilemma.
To combat any impending loneliness I would love to take a family photo
album and a solar powered radio to listen to Radio 4. Both my family and
the radio have sustained me since the departure of my beloved Beryl and
would be invaluable on a desert island. If an absolute decision was
necessary, photos of my loved ones would win out.
All that I have mentioned above would inevitably help make life on a desert
island more bearable and may well provide inspiration for a means of
escape!
Dr Wyn Jones
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
SEPTEMBER at Whittington Castle
3rd Sept Car Boot Sale - £5 per car – Sorry NO
trade stands and no cars before 8:30am
10th Sept Whittington Medieval Guild – Living
History Day. Part of the Heritage Open
Days. Come and visit the Encampment;
FREE Guided Tours as part of the day
th
17 Sept
The House of the Blackstar – Medieval Living History
Day. Stalls, talks and fight demonstrations. FREE entrance
just £1 to park
20th Sept – 1st Oct Wrexham Art Group Exhibition – Open 10:00am4:00pm Wednesday – Sunday. FREE entrance just £1 to
park. Come and browse this display of original local
artwork
24th Sept
Car Boot Sale - £5 per car – Sorry NO trade stands and no
cars before 8:30am
1st Oct
WHITTINGTON CASTLE GREEN FAIR – FREE
entrance to browse the stalls and just £1 to park
Sue Ellis, Castle Manager – Telephone 01691 662500
E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk
Website: ww.whittingtoncastle.co.uk
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when sung by him.
Another artist who has particularly impressed me is Alfie Boe. Boe, the
youngest in a family of 9 children, was born in Blackpool, Lancashire. At
the age of 17, he became a mechanic at the TVR factory in Bispham,
Blackpool where he enjoyed entertaining his colleagues by singing opera
arias while he polished the cars. One day he was overheard by a client with
connections in the music industry who was so impressed that he suggested
Boe should audition for the D’Oyly Carte Opera Company. His audition was
a success and he gave up polishing cars to embark on an international
singing career. Boe has never been able to trace the customer who suggested
he go for the audition. As I enjoy anything by Rossini I will particularly
enjoy Alfie singing “Cujus Animam” from the Stabat Mater.
King George I commissioned the German composer George Frederick
Handel to create a piece of music which would cheer him up on his
anniversary. The music (his famous Water Music) was played as the King
sailed up the River Thames on the Royal Barge. He was so taken, that it was
played four times continuously. I have been known to do the same myself!
Of late, the Llangollen International Musical Eisteddfod has attracted some
musical giants. The valley has resounded to Luciano Pavarotti’s tenor voice
and operatic gestures which drew vast crowds. I was especially taken with
the lesser known “Vesti la giubba” from Leoncavallo’s opera, Pagliacci.
Simultaneously, on a quieter note, W S Gwynn Williams, the Musical
Director of the festival, wrote about a piece of prose entitled “Little
homestead on the Hill” which remains a firm favourite of mine.
One of my favourite books for reading on the desert island is “Man of Iron”
by Julian Glover. Its subject is our local hero, Thomas Telford. Thomas
Telford’s name is familiar; his story is less so. Born in 1757 in the Scottish
Borders, his father died in his infancy, plunging the family into poverty.
Telford’s life soared to span almost eight decades of gloriously obsessive,
prodigiously productive energy. Few people have done more to shape our
nation. He built churches, harbours, canals, docks and the famously
vertiginous Pontcysyllte Aqueduct. He invented the modern road and created
the backbone of our national network. His bridges are some of the most
dramatic and beautiful ever built, most of all the Menai Bridge, a wonder
then and now, which spans the dangerous channel between mainland Wales
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It is still possible to take out membership with the club. We accept members
all through the year, so it is not too late to re-join or think about becoming a
new member of the Re-cycled Teenagers. It is only £6 per year and on
occasions we arrange a free coach for a day out so the £6 is soon recouped.
The monthly whist drives are well supported by people from far and wide; it
is such a shame more people from the village do not participate. Everyone is
welcome and the £1.5 entrance fee includes tea or coffee served at half time.
A great deal of work goes into these evening, putting up the tables and
chairs; providing raffle prizes and the coffee and biscuits. There is a small
gathering on Monday afternoons at 2:00pm in the Senior Citizens’ Hall so if
you are free why not come along and give it a try. Rita, Jan and company
will give you a warm welcome and if you are new to the game they will
show you the ropes.
The Thursday morning coffee gatherings are enjoyed by the valiant few, who
enjoy getting together and having a chat over coffee and biscuits. Everyone
is welcome, so please join us when you can. If you have any spare garden
produce please bring it along as it will be very welcome.
The Line Dancing lessons, on a Thursday afternoon, start at 1:30pm and
finish at approximately 3:15pm. The cost is £4 per session and a small raffle
is held, the receipts from which go towards club funds; which is a registered
charity. Please come along and give it a go, all ages are welcome. In order to
keep the class going we need more people to come along and join the regular
dancers.
Thirty people enjoyed a lovely afternoon tea prepared by Annabel from
Pete’s Sandwich Bar in Ellesmere. This meant the committee were able to
enjoy the birthday tea without the responsibility of preparing it. There were
several birthdays to celebrate, Jack Webb was 90 years old on 12th August,
Barbara Phipps had a birthday on 1st August, Frances Savage had a birthday
on 4th August, and Joan Morris held one on 9th August; my own fell on 31st
July. We had two birthday cakes to cut and a toast was made with a glass of
Prosecco. I will take this opportunity to thank everyone that sent me a
birthday card for my “0” ending birthday and for their birthday wishes.
We have a couple of events organised for September:
Tuesday 5th September Coach Trip to Bettws-y-Coed; cost is £5 for
11

DESERT ISLAND DISCS - 9
members and £10 for friends. Everyone is
welcome to join us on the trips. Please
contact Val on the telephone number above;
she will appreciate payment when reserving a
seat. The coach will start picking up at Rosehill
at 9:30 am, then the Hall and the Three Trees.
Wednesday 13th September 12:00noon we are having a roast lunch
delivered to the hall. Please book the lunch with
me on 01691 662236; please remember once
ordered a meal must be paid for; the cost is £5.
Advance notice – Harvest Lunch this year is Tuesday October 3 and
the cost is £8.
Gill Roberts
01691 662236
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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FRIDAY 29th SEPTEMBER
WHITTINGTON SENIOR
CITIZENS’ HALL
10:30am-12:00noon
The supporters of MacMillan Cancel Support are once again holding a

COFFEE MORNING
There will be a Raffle, Tombola Stall, Cake and Provisions Stall and a
Book Stall. Entrance is BY DONATION to the cause.
All proceeds go to help patients and their families in the local area
SO COME ALONG AND ENJOY - EVERYONE IS WELCOME
Rita Moir
Children are a great comfort in your old age, and they help you reach it
faster too.
Lionel Kauffman
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During my early, fairly strict upbringing my musical
diet was meagre, consisting mainly of rousing Welsh
hymn tunes (“Bread of Heaven, Feed me til I want no
more” was a particular favourite). As a sixth form student at Llanfyllin
Grammar School I travelled to Konstanz-von-Bodensee (Bavaria) where I
first heard a string quartet playing Eine Kleine Nachtmusik (Mozart’s Piano
concerto No 2). This wonderful piece of music enriched my attitude towards
quality classical music.
In 1952 I entered Liverpool University Medical School and during leisure
times I often frequented the Philharmonic Hall where Beethoven’s Pastoral
Symphony captured my attention, with its love of nature portrayed so
vividly. Also competing for my admiration was Tchaikovsky’s Piano
Concerto No 1 with its contrasting style.
In 1960 after graduation and two years of hospital work, I was conscripted
into the British Army of the Rhein (BAOR) where I spent 5 happy years.
My younger daughter was born in the military hospital where I worked. At
this time an English group called The Beatles were making a big name for
themselves with songs like Yellow Submarine. I recall the massive
reception (and hysteria!) at Dusseldorf airport when the Famous Four arrived
by plane to give a concert in the area.
On my return to civilian life I attended the annual operatic concerts held near
Bangor, North Wales, where Bryn Terfel wow-ed us all with his wonderful
voice and clear diction. One of his many guests was Renee Fleming,
regarded by many as the best soprano soloist in the world at that time. I was
fortunate enough, with the help of my London-based daughter, to witness
Bryn Terfel’s 50th birthday concert at The Royal Albert Hall.
We were
treated to a conducted tour of the famous Hall, including the Royal Box.
The Hall was erected in memory of Prince Albert by Queen Victoria and we
were amused to discover that the building started life with particularly poor
acoustic capability and the architects overlooked the provision of toilet
facilities! This was corrected later by the addition of a separate annex
nearby.
My favourite song by Bryn is “The Rose” which has a beautiful poignancy
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH

HARVEST LUNCH
On

We are being made very aware that excess sugar in our diet is bad for us, so
here is another recipe from Davina McCall, this time for sugar-free burgers
(unlike some you see in the supermarket). This quantity will make 6 burgers,
8 sliders or 20 meatballs.
BURGERS
500g mince (beef, lamb or a combination of beef and pork)
1 tbsp olive oil
1 onion, finely chopped
1 garlic clove, finely chopped
1 egg
25ml milk, cream or 25g cream cheese
½ tsp dried herbs
100g wholemeal breadcrumbs
1 tbsp freshly chopped parsley
salt and black pepper
Oven: 220°C/200°C fan/ gas 7
Put the meat in a bowl and season it with salt and pepper.
Heat the olive oil in a frying pan, add the onion and fry it until soft.
Add the garlic and cook for another minute.
Let the onion and garlic cool slightly, then add them to the meat, along with
all the other ingredients. Mix thoroughly – the best way to do this is with
your hands. Put the mixture in the fridge for half and hour to firm up a bit.
Divide the mixture according to how you want to serve it. For burgers, shape
into 6 portions; for sliders, divide into 8 and to make meatballs divide into 20
balls about the size of a golf ball.
Bake the burgers, sliders or meatballs in the oven for about 15 minutes; they
are all about the same thickness so the timing works for all.
For cheeseburgers add slices of cheese on top of each burger for the last 2
minutes of the cooking time.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Share - There are only two things a child will share willingly communicable diseases and mum’s age.
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Sunday 1st October
In the

Senior Citizens’ Hall
12:45 for 1:00pm
Tickets £10 Adults - £5 Children 12 and under
Tickets now available from the Churchwardens
A BAR WILL BE AVAILABLE
RAFFLE IN AID OF AIR AMBULANCE
On plums, dull sermons, falling leaves and Harvest
The Rectory
St James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren
It is good to be back from my holidays – even if I
discovered on arriving home that, as I motored back
with my car full of my exchange colleague’s plums
in the boot, he was doing the same with my apples; I
had expected better of him.
I was equally disappointed that he insisted on inviting parishioners back to
the Rectory after Mattins for a sherry, as it creates a dangerous precedent.
That he entertained them on my sherry was a step too far. I think a letter of
reproach will be called for – or at least as soon as I feel he will have got over
the discovery that I liberated the plums from his own orchard.
13

One of the main reasons I allowed him to come here was that I remembered
his sermons being long and memorably dull. Sadly, he has had a conversion
experience and they are now short and interesting, which was definitely not
what I wanted. I am already making tentative plans to exchange with a
colleague next year who has a heavy Welsh accent and speaks with a stutter.
You rather smugly commented that at least on the Norfolk coast I didn’t
have to worry about marauding pythons, as you did in your somewhat more
exotic holiday. But had you had to deal with an irate dowager marchioness
whose flower arrangement had been moved from the pulpit to the font
without her permission, you would understand where real danger lurks. You
can be inoculated before your holiday against typhoid; there is no known
medical protection against a lady of substance in full charge.
So the Autumn round approaches. Afternoons are occupied in sweeping up
leaves from the lawns and evenings, after dark, of tipping them over the wall
into Colonel Adamson’s garden. That will be an activity quite foreign to you,
I know. Imagine your morning collection of discarded take-away containers
dumped in your garden and you have a close parallel.
And then there is Harvest to prepare for. The plums that I brought back from
my colleague’s trees that remain uneaten should find a good home on the
church window sills – which may almost compensate for the absence of the
Rectory apples. They will sit, totally upstaged, alongside Miss Fanshawe’s
Harrod’s hamper – which she always makes sure everyone knows she
donated anonymously. Some, as they say, have their reward already.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Full name, please - A man was registering at the doctor’s surgery near his
new home. Asked for his complete name, he replied: ‘Peter John O’Dear
Sullivan.
The receptionist repeated it slowly. ‘Your third name is very unusual – some
family connection, I suppose?’
‘Oh no,’ sighed the man. ‘Nothing like that. I was given the third name when
the vicar dropped me in the font.’
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The Church Wardens
Churches stand in ev’ry parish
Of this green and pleasant land
Some are small, yet so historic
Some are large, ornate, and grand.
Some have roofs that need repairing
Some have other wear and tear
Some have beetles, rot, or woodworm
But they all need loving care!
Thousands, then, of ancient churches
Being kept up to their prime
In the care of all those wardens
Giving freely of their time.
Yet much more than just the buildings
Occupy these sterling folk!
Rotas, meetings, service duties
Yet you’ll hear them laugh and joke!
So, to all these lovely people
Who have so much work to do
And do it all without complaining
From our hearts, we say “Thank you!”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Answers to August Crossword

Nigel Beeton

ACROSS: 1, Amazed. 4, Others. 8, Peter. 9, Zebedee. 10, Accuser.
11, Endue. 12, Scripture. 17, Shrub. 19, Abashed. 21, Foolish. 22, Upset.
23, Loathe. 24, Lesser.
DOWN: 1, Appeal. 2, Attacks. 3, Earns. 5, Tableau. 6, Ended. 7, Shekel.
9, Zarephath. 13, Rubbish. 14, Ephesus. 15, Useful. 16, Editor. 18, Rhoda.
20, Abuse.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Never feel remorse for what you have thought about your wife; she has
thought much worse things about you. Jean Rostand, (Le Mariage, 1927)
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Coffee & Company
Come and Enjoy
a
Cup of Coffee or Tea
and a chat
in
Whittington Church - Thursday 28th September
10:00am – 12:00noon

All are very welcome - Entrance is free
Voluntary Donations to the Church

A Coach Excursion is proposed
to
LEICESTER
in
NOVEMBER
To visit the Richard III Visitor Centre
And to see his final resting place in
Leicester Cathedral
For further details please contact:
GILL BARROW
01691 610314
gillbarrow246@btinternet.com
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Help make health and social care better in Shropshire
Since 2013 Healthwatch Shropshire has been there to
listen to your experiences of health and social care
services and to share them with those who have the power to make change
happen.
The more people who share their ideas, experiences and concerns, the more
services can understand where improvements are needed. Healthwatch
Shropshire can represent you and your family at meetings where important
issues are discussed, including the future of local services. During the last
twelve months, over fourteen hundred people have shared their stories with
us to help identify where things aren’t working but also tell us when things
go right. We’re here to make it easy for people to give feedback about health
and care services, requiring no more than a short telephone call, email or
even a Tweet.
As well as speaking to people who contact us to share their stories, we also
offer signposting and information about services available in the county.
As part of our Enter and View programme our team of sixteen volunteers
have visited over thirty local NHS or adult social care services this year, to
see and hear for ourselves if they’re meeting your needs. We speak to people
using services, their families and carers and the staff who run them. The
reports we write following these visits are shared with those in charge of
running services to make them aware of any improvements you’d like to see.
We make these reports available to you through our website and in all our
local libraries.
Healthwatch Shropshire also provides the Independent Health Complaints
Advocacy Service (IHCAS) for Shropshire residents and people using NHS
services in Shropshire. If you want to raise a concern or make a formal
complaint about NHS treatment we can give you the information you need
and support you to have your voice heard. NHS and social care providers,
the commissioners and the Care Quality Commission are now actively
seeking out information from us about how you are experiencing care in
Shropshire. To let Healthwatch Shropshire know what you think about local
services or talk about IHCAS:
Contact us by phone 01743 237884,
Email enquiries@healthwatchshropshire.co.uk
Online www.healthwatchshropshire.co.uk
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Bet you can’t take a selfie of this one….
The first-ever photograph of the Earth and Moon together in a single image
was sent back by NASA’s Voyager 1 spacecraft forty years ago, on 18th
September 1977.

As viewed by the space probe, the Earth is beyond the Moon – and because
the Earth is much brighter than the moon, the moon’s brightness was
enhanced by a factor of three in the image so that both bodies would show
clearly.
Voyager 1 was launched in September 1977 and flew by Jupiter and Saturn
before continuing outward. Today it is in interstellar space, and has been for
five years.
Voyager 1 and Voyager 2, launched the same year, have enough electrical
power and thruster fuel to operate at least until 2020. By that time, Voyager
1 will be 13.8 billion miles from the Sun. Exact distances for the two
spacecraft are updated second by second at:
https://voyager.jpl.nasa.gov/where/
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Heaven - An elderly Anglican Archbishop and an elderly Roman Catholic
Cardinal died within minutes of each other. They arrived at the Pearly Gates
together and St Peter ushered them into a waiting room.
An hour or so later, they heard someone else arrive at the gates, and looked
out to see a very young man wander in, looking rather surprised. But St Peter
welcomed him with open arms, and ushered him straight on through into
Heaven. When the Archbishop and Cardinal protested that they should have
precedence, St Peter explained, ‘That young man has only been driving for
six months, but in that short time he has put the fear of God into more people
than both of your Graces have, in your whole lives.’
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SEPTEMBER QUIZ
1. Which extra title was given to Catherine II of Russia?
2. Which Fiona was Eamonn Homes’ long-running co-presenter on
GMTV?
3. Which country is a car from if it has the international registration
letter H?
4. Which came first, the house of Tudor or the ~House of Stuart?
5. Which Norman said, “He got on his bike and looked for work.”?
6. What was the name of the witch played by Agnes Moorhead in
“Bewitched”?
7. Z is the symbol of which chemical element?
8. In “Coronation Street” what was Ken Barlow’s job?
9. According to the proverb, one man’s meat is another man’s what?
10. Which actress played the title role in the film “Domino”?
11. Williams and Conference are types of what?
12. Who recorded the album “Medusa”?
13. How many times did Will Carking captain England before giving up
the captaincy in 1996?
14. What is the capital of Afghanistan?
15. Who was the female lead in the TV sitcom “Terry and June”?
16. Frank Lampard joined Chelsea from which club?
17. Who released the 2005 album “A Time to Live”?
18. Which Irish entertainer Val used to sing in a rocking chair?
19. How many yards in a mile?
20. Who was the only British female singer to have three UK No 1s in
the 60s?
21. What was the name of the Ewing ranch in “Dallas”?
22. The USA government is nicknamed which relative?
23. What name is given to poisonous fluid from a snake?
24. Which Biblical town was destroyed with Gomorrah?
25. On what type of farm are horses bred?
26. What famous first in TV advertising is held by Bird’s Eye frozen
peas?
27. What number is Beethoven’s concerto known as the “Emperor”?
28. Which US playwright wrote “The Price”?
29. What name is given to a baby elephant?
30. What colour pottery is Josiah Wedgwood noted for?
Do you believe in love at first sight, or should I drive by again?
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CHILDREN’S PAGE

WHITTINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
Whittington WI do not have a formal meeting during the month of August.
However, there has been much going on, with entries and successes at
Oswestry Show and with a wonderful walk around Colemere Country Park
followed by a BBQ at a members’ home.
The WI gained joint third place in the Table Top entry, themed” On The
Farm”. Ruth Haile gained a magnificent 20/20 score for her pork pie and
Julie Shepherd gained another 20/20 for her sugar craft entry of poppies and
wheat; but more importantly Julie won an award for the best crafts piece in
the show. Julie followed up her success with first prize in the photographic
competition with her photo entitled “Reflections”.
Meanwhile stalwart members of the WI spent time serving copious cups of
tea, coffee and juice in the WI pavilion which were very welcome to a steady
stream of customers.
The walk around Colemere was enjoyed by those who were able to make the
trip and who appreciated the variety of scenery and wildlife. Members then
attended a barbeque, a summer event the WI had not done before and which
was something a little different. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the food and
being able to relax in the early evening sunshine.
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday 14th September in the
Community Centre at 7:00pm; all are very welcome.
Jo Goodall
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Why British men like wearing socks with their sandals
It is not a pretty sight, but at least there may be an historic explanation as to
why British men have a liking to wear socks with their sandals in the
summer. It seems the idea could be ‘one of the things the Romans did for
us.’ Seriously.
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Archaeologists on a dig in Yorkshire recently uncovered a rusty nail from a
Roman sandal which had impressions from fibres that suggest that a socktype garment was being worn by the Roman invaders. The idea of Ben Hur
in socks boggles the mind, but – you never know.
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Oswestry Library - September 2017 events for Adults
Mondays 10:00am-12:00noon + Fridays 1:30-4:00pm – Family and Local
History Group drop-in sessions to help with your family
and local history enquiries
Various days

FREE weekly IT help sessions – 1:1 sessions for help with
your computer problems – Book with library staff

Wednesday 6th 10:00am-12:00noon – Hearing Aid Clinic run by NHS
Volunteers – FREE drop-in event
Saturday 9th

Heritage Open Days weekend

Tuesday 12th

12:30-1:30pm – Advertizing Nature – talk by local author
and one time nature correspondent for the Oswestry
Advertizer, Vicky Turrell; a Learning at Lunchtime event;
£3 – please book with library staff

Friday 15th/
22nd/29th
6th October

10:00am-12:30pm – Discover the art of Embroidery – a 4
week course for beginners and improvers; £40 – please book
with library staff

Tues 26th

12:30-1:30pm “Flocks of words” – A blend of music and
poetry by award-winning acoustic trio Whalebone and poet
and author Kate Innes; a Learning at Lunchtime event; £3 –
please book with library staff

Wednesday 27th 1:30-3:00pm Knit for Life – come along and knit with this
local charity that support direct-aid distributions to many
countries around the world. FREE drop-in event; more
information available about the charity at:
www.knitforlife.co.uk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Welcome - The country inn at the foot of the Yorkshire Wolds was popular
with both cyclists and ramblers. The elderly vicar of the church nearby asked
if he could put up a notice welcoming them all to visit his church. The
innkeeper said yes, and obligingly pinned up the notice: We will be glad to
see you in Church. Clothes don’t matter.
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You don’t have to be Catholic to appreciate this one!!!
An American suffered a serious heart attack while shopping in a store. The
store clerks called 911 when they saw him collapse to the floor. The
paramedics rushed the man to the nearest hospital where he had emergency
open heart bypass surgery.
He awakened from the surgery to find himself in the care of nuns at the
Catholic Hospital he was taken to. A nun was seated next to his bed holding
a clip board loaded with several forms, and a pen. She asked him how he was
going to pay for his treatment.
“Do you have health insurance?” she asked.
He replied in a raspy voice, “No health insurance.”
The nun asked, “Do you have money in the bank?”
He replied, “No money in the bank.”
“Do you have a relative who could help you with the payments?” asked the
irritated nun.
He said, “I only have a spinster sister, and she is a nun.”
The nun became agitated and announced loudly, “Nuns are not spinsters!
Nuns are married to God.”
The patient replied, “Perfect. Send the bill to my brother-in-law...”

CAR BOOT SALES

FRIDAY 8th SEPTEMBER
GATES OPEN

9:00am

SALES FROM 9:30am – 1:00pm

PITCH FEE

£6:00

Entrance is FREE – Refreshments available from the Club House
Grandchildren are God’s reward for not killing your own children
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