WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

PARISH SERVICES

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:

Second Thursday in the month in the Community Centre
Secretary: Mrs Joyce Howard

Tel:656389

SUNDAY SERVICES:
8:00am Holy Communion on 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays
10:30am Holy Communion weekly
6:30pm Holy Communion according to the Book of
Common Prayer on 1st Sunday
6:30pm Evensong on the 3rd Sunday

WHITTINGTON CASTLE PRESERVATION TRUST:

Chairman: Jonjo Evans
Castle Manager: Ms Sue Ellis

Tel:671300
Tel:662500

4:00pm Messy Church on the 4th Sunday
(No Service in July or August)

BELL RINGING:

Details from Brian Rothera

Tel:657778

BROWNIES, GUIDES:

6:00-7:15pm Thursday except in school holidays in the Community Centre
Brown Owl: Mrs D. Gough, 2 Newnes Barns, Ellesmere
Tel:624390
BEAVER, CUBS & SCOUT INFORMATION:

Information from: Brenda Cassidy – Group Scout Leader (Gobowen)
2 Heather Bank, Gobowen
Tel:658016
e.mail: rev@davidcassidy.plus.com

WEEKDAYS: 9:30am Holy Communion - Thursday
5:30pm Choir Practice
- Alternate Thursdays
RECTOR:
Reverend Sarah Burton
Tel:238658
Assoc. Minister: Reverend Richard Burton email:wwfchurch@gmail.com
The Rectory, Castle Street, Whittington SY11 4DF
Curate:

Reverend Jassica Castillo-Burley

Tel:611749

WHITTINGTON UNDER FIVES GROUP:

CHURCHWARDENS:

Sessional and extended hours Carer and Toddler Sessions
Leaders: Dawn and Mandy
Meet in the Community Centre 9:00am – 3:00pm

Mr M Phipps, Wesley Cottage, Babbinswood, Whittington

Tel:670940

Mrs G Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: gillian28.4dg@gmail.com

Tel:662236

VERGER: Mr D. Howard, 16 Yew Tree Avenue, Whittington
Deputy: Mr P. Morris, 1 Rosehill Avenue, Whittington

Tel:656389
Tel:659562

ORGANIST: Mr K. Griffiths, 12 Park Crescent, Park Hall

Tel:662116

The Mobile Library will stop in the cul-de-sac by the Three Trees/White
Lion on alternate Tuesdays between 2:55pm – 3:55pm. This will now be the
only stop in the village.

MAGAZINE:
Editor:
Miss A Ward, Manor Garden, 5 Boot Street,
Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com

Tel:672838

CHURCH WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonchurch.org.uk

Distribution:

Tel:659385

SCHOOL WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.whittingtonschool.co.uk

WHITTINGTON C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL:

Tel:670127

SENIOR CITIZENS:

Monday Whist Drive, Thursday Coffee Morning
All meetings in the Senior Citizens Hall
Secretary: Mrs Gillian Roberts, 28 Boot Street, Whittington

Tel:662236

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE:
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Mr & Mrs J Carroll, Rhoswen, Station Road

Headteacher: Mr Carl Rogers
e.mail: admin@whittington.shropshire.sch.uk

Tel:662269
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WHITTINGTON ORGANISATIONS

“THE RIPPLE”
(Whittington Parish Church Magazine)
Vol 31 No 5

CRICKET/BOWLING CLUB SECRETARY:

September 2018

Mr Andy Cawthray - email: WhitCBC@gmail.com

Tel:657178
07581 710523

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:

Harvest Thanksgiving

Richard Beaman

It has not been an easy year for our farmers. We
had a long, cold spring when the grass and cereals
grew very slowly and now, as I write this in the
middle of August, we have had weeks of beautiful sunshine and
endless cloudless days. This is great for families on holiday but the
cattle do not have much grass due to the prolonged drought. I know
that farmers are worried about food supplies for the coming winter.

CRICKET SECRETARY:

Trina Lewis – email: lewisbtkr@aol.com

We ask a lot of our farmers these days: we want cheap but wholesome food, we expect them to protect the environment and we want
our countryside to look immaculate. In the midst of all these
conflicting demands we come to church to pray for and offer support
to those who till the soil and tend the cattle.
On a much wider scale we see that the problems we face extend to
much of the world. The heat in southern Europe, Canada and
Australia has been exceptional. Whilst we cannot say this hot extreme
or that exceptional flood is caused by human pollution the overall
trend is a worry. My concern is for our grandchildren and what they
might have to face. So, at this harvest we also pray for wisdom. God
put Adam and Eve in the garden and told them to tend and care for
what they had been given. We thank God for the beauty of our world
and we ask for wisdom to know how best to care for it.
Richard
Whittington Rectory
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Tel:774406
07968 844341

BOWLING SECRETARY:

Eileen Sinker

Tel:770212

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING SECRETARY:

Mrs Kath Griffiths
In the midst of all of the struggles we come to church in a few weeks
to give thanks for the harvest. There may be struggles but we count
our blessings. We will sing anew, “For his mercies still endure, ever
faithful, ever sure.”

Tel:659166

Tel:662116

SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR FOR WHITTINGTON
AND WEST FELTON:

Mr Stephen Charmley, 3 Glebe Meadows, Whittington SY11 4AG
e.mail:Steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk –www.stevecharmley.co.uk
Tel:650488
WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL:

Amy Jones (Clerk to the Council)
Held the fourth Tuesday in the month
clerk@whittingtonpc.com
http://www.whittingtonpc.com

Tel: 829571

SHROPSHIRE YOUTH SERVICE:

Rural Mobile visits the village on Tuesday 6:15pm – 8:00pm
bus parks opposite the “Premier” Shop, Whittington.
Open to young people between the ages of 13 – 20 yrs.
Contact: Wendy Stockton, Shropshire Council Youth Worker.

Tel:654175

BAPTISM SECRETARY:

Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington
e.mail: i.mellor@tiscali.co.uk

Tel:681036

WEDDING: Please contact the Rector

Tel:238658
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rain erosion on a landscape of soft, volcanic stone, topped with hardened
larva caps has created a fascinating landscape of rock cones and pinnacles
that are known as ‘fairy chimneys’.
The Valley of Fairy Chimneys is the most popular area, roughly within the
triangle formed by the three main towns of the region, Avanos, Urgup, and
the main transport hub of Nevsehir. The small town of Goreme, situated in
the middle of the valley is one of the few remaining villages where fairy
chimneys and rock-hewn houses are still inhabited. The town’s biggest
attraction is the Open-Air museum. It is a complex comprising more than 30
rock-hewn churches and chapels which contain some
superb frescoes, dating from the 9th – 11th centuries.
Inconspicuous from the outside, the interiors are
characteristically Byzantine with a central dome and
a floor plan in the shape of a cross. The largest and
best preserved is the Tokali Church, its interior walls
covered in some of the richest frescoes in the region, depicting scenes from
the New Testament. Cappadocia was overlooked by most as a dusty and
barren landscape, making it a perfect refuge for Christians fleeing
persecution in the 7th century from Arab invaders and who established the
first communities here. They carved chambers, vaults and labyrinthine
tunnels into the soft volcanic rock for use as churches, stables and homes. Of
the 40 underground settlements, Derinkuyu is the biggest with eight floors
with stables, a school room and dining hall, churches, kitchens, living
quarters, wine cellars, store rooms and a dungeon.

.
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St John the Baptist - £100,000 church fabric appeal
Anyone who comes into church cannot help but notice the rickety and unsafe
state of the parquet floor. What people may not notice are the rotten gutters
on the outside of the building, which have a detrimental effect on the rest of
the fabric, due to ingress of water. Both of these problems need urgent
attention.
The parquet floor needs to be lifted, the base sealed and skimmed and the
parquet blocks sealed and replaced. The cost of this is an eye-watering
£30,000.
The gutters must be replaced with materials of a similar quality – as the
church is a listed building we cannot just put up black plastic gutters. This
will cost us £40,000.
There is also some urgent work to be done on the roof and re-pointing some
bits of wall due to water ingress. While we are doing all this, it makes sense
to also put in new carpeting and have the church looking amazing. If we are
going to do the job, let’s do it properly.
We expect the total cost, with contingencies, to be in excess of £90,000.
The PCC has employed a professional fund-raiser to help with all the
necessary grant applications, but we still need to look to the wider
community for support. Can you arrange a fund-raising event in the coming
year to help with our church restoration? Every little helps – a small coffee
morning for friends and neighbours, with just a few biscuits and a drink. One
of the clergy team, or the restoration steering committee, would be happy to
come along and explain what’s needed if that would help.
We are confident that, with your help, within the next two years we will have
found the money and completed the work. We will then be in a position to
say that the church can continue to stand in the centre of our village and
serve the community for generations to come.
Church Restoration Steering Group:
Richard Burton, Lindsay Rutherford,
Bob Isherwood, Mike Phipps, Mike Brunt
3

DIARY
1

8:30am

2

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
10:30am
4:00pm

6:30pm
5

The September Prayer Breakfast to support the
Schools Christian Project Worker will be at St
Oswald’s Church, Oswestry; if you would like to
attend please call Lynn Carroll on 659385 by
Wednesday 29th August

Parish Communion
Commissioning Service for Matt Barkley as Pioneer
Youth Minister for the Oswestry Deanery Rural
Churches in Whittington Parish Church
Holy Communion According to the Book of Common
Prayer
Whittington School reopens for the Autumn Term

7:00pm

Annual General Meeting for the Friends of St John
the Baptist; all are welcome

7:30pm

Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens’ Hall; £1.50
including refreshments

6

9:30am

Holy Communion

9

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

11

4

8:00am
10:30am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

7:00pm

Parochial Church Council meets in the Senior
Citizens’ Hall

city and its harbour were established on the mouth of the Cayster River and,
in the 2nd century BC, became the most important port and commercial
trading centre in Anatolia. Alexander the Great ruled over it during the
Hellenistic period and it was once capital of Roman Asia under Augustus in
133 BC. The city declined with the silting up of the harbour, and by 527 AD
it was deserted. Ephesus is also important as the early seat of Christianity,
visited by St Paul, whose letters to the Ephesians are recorded in the New
Testament. The site needs little imagination to see what a functioning Roman
city would have looked like, but guides are available and can offer a rich
insight into the history and architecture of the ruins. Among the
amphitheatres, murals and mosaics, baths, fountains, brothels, and columns,
the chariot-worn streets lead to highlights like the enormous Library of
Celsus, the Temple of Hadrian, a row of public latrines, and the Grand
Theatre where Paul preached to the Ephesians. The city was originally
dedicated to the goddess Artemis and her once-magnificent temple was
considered to be one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.
Calcium-rich mineral springs surging over the edge of
a mountain plateau for thousands of years have
resulted in an intriguing natural masterpiece. The rock
formations of Pamukkale (‘Cotton Castle’) are a series
of natural shelves and ridges, terraces that have been
turned white from the solidified chalky calcium
deposits left behind as the thermal waters tumble into further basins clinging
to the cliff edge below. From a distance it appears to be a dazzling, white,
fairytale castle, with a formation of tiers rising from the ground containing
warm water pools. The hot springs have been used since Roman times and
are believed to cure certain ailments. Visitors should not miss the bubbling
“sacred pool of the ancients”, the main source of the springs which created
the white terraces; fortunately, its mineral waters are open for public bathing.
Pamukkale is also the site of the ancient Roman spa-city of Hierapolis, and
there are several ruins scattered about the area, including an impressive
Roman theatre; it was the holiday destination of kings and emperors of the
Pergamum and Roman Empires.
Cappadocia occupies the centre of Turkey, and is famous for its spectacular
natural rock formations and valleys. The area is strewn with underground
cities, stone chapels, monasteries, and dwellings that were hewn out of the
eroded volcanic rock as early as 400 BC. Thousands of years of wind and
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TRAVELLER’S TALES

13

9:30am

Holy Communion

7:00pm

Whittington Women’s Institute meets in the
Community Centre; The Biennial Autumn Show

14

10:30am

Whittington Book Club meets at the Castle; details
on page 16

16

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

TURKEY’S AEGEAN COAST AND CAPPADOCCIA
Turkey’s Aegean coastline is quieter and arguably the most beautiful part of
the country’s long coastline, with mountains rising up by the bay of Edremit
in the north to ancient olive groves in the south. It’s a series of historic
towns, islands and long sandy beaches stretching from the WWI memorial
site of Gallipoli, four hours south of Istanbul, to the blue lagoons of Fethiye,
three hours drive south of Pamukkale where it joins the Mediterranean.

To visit both Troy and the WW1 battlefields of Gallipoli it is best to base
yourself in Canakkale, on the western bank of the Dardenelles, five hours by
road south of Istanbul. For about three thousand years the legend of the
battle of Troy has intrigued westerners. The story, told by Homer in the Iliad,
was regarded as just a myth until the ruins of the city were found at Hisarlik,
in western Turkey, in the mid-19th century. Today the romantic story draws
tourists and archaeologists alike to the site, where not a great deal remains to
be seen beyond the ancient walls and a replica of the famed Trojan horse
which enabled the final conquering of the city by the ancient Greeks. The
setting offers spectacular views of the Dardanelles and the hills of Gallipoli.

10:30am
6:30pm
17

LAST DAY for magazine material for the October edition of the
“Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, Manor Garden,
5 Boot Street, Whittington – eaw4@btinternet.com

18

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

20

9:30am

Holy Communion

21

3:00pm

Whittington Senior Citizens’ ‘Special Afternoon
Tea’ in the Senior Citizens’ Hall; details on page 9

23

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

25

27

8:00am
10:30am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion

12:00noon

Whittington Senior Citizens’ Monthly Lunch at the
White Lion; details on page 9

2:00-3:00pm

Praise and Play in church

9:30am
Holy Communion
10:00am-12:00noon Coffee Morning in church; details page 25
7:30pm

28
Izmir is the nearest airport to Ephesus; the biggest and best-preserved ancient
city in Turkey and one of the world’s most spectacular historical sites. The
32

Parish Communion
Evensong

Learning to Pray; details on page 8

10:30am-12:00 noon The World’s Largest Coffee Morning in the
Senior Citizens’ Hall in aid of McMillan Cancer
Support; entrance by donation; details page 7
5

30

EGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
8:00am
10:30am
4:00pm

OCTOBER
2
12:00noon

7:30pm

5

2:00pm

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Messy Church
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ADVANCE NOTICE
Whittington Senior Citizens’ Harvest Lunch in the
Senior Citizens’ Hall
Australian Welsh Male Voice Choir and
Orthopaedic Hospital Male Voice Choir Joint
Concert in aid of the League of Friends to RJAH
and Hope House in Whittington Parish Church;
Tickets £10; details on page 26
Whittington School Harvest Service in church

HARVEST SUNDAY
10:30am
Family Communion
12:30for 1:00pm Harvest Lunch; further details on page 13
6:30pm
Harvest Songs of Praise
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Extracts from the Parish Registers
for the month of July 2018
7

HOLY BAPTISM
“We welcome you into the Lord’s Family”
1st July 2018

Albie Stephen Macarthur
of Berwyn View, Ellesmere

1st July 2018

Louise George Nurse
of Cottams Meadow, Morda

8th July 2018
6

Emily Susan Stedman
Of Fitzwarine Drive

Casual vacancy for a Councillor for the Parish of Whittington: To
receive applications to co-opt a member to fill the vacancy.
Planning: a) To note any planning decisions: Reference: 18/02172/TPO
(validated: 11/05/2018) – Address:
The Beeches, 17 Boot Street,
Whittington, SY11 4DG – Proposal: Fell 1no sycamore tree showing signs
of decay protected by The Council of the Borough of Oswestry
(Whittington) TPO 1967 (Ref: OS/00074/62) Decision: Grant Permission
Date and time of the next meeting: The next Parish Council Meeting will
be at 7:30pm on Tuesday 21st August 2018 in the Senior Citizens’ Hall.
Paul Thompson-Lawrence
(This article is a brief outline of the main discussion points for the
Whittington Parish Council meeting and does not represent a formal record.
For an official copy of the minutes please contact the Parish Clerk or look on
the Parish Website - http://www.whittingtonpc.com
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
What did we do before Google?
Google, the internet search company, was
founded 20 years ago on 4th September 1998, by Larry Page and Sergey
Brin, both students at Stanford University in California; the company was
initially based in a friend’s garage. That friend – Susan Wojcicki – is now
Chief Executive Officer of YouTube. The company developed from an idea
for an innovative search engine originally called Backrub, which outshone
early competitors. Eventually its use became so ubiquitous that the word
“google” is now often used to mean search on a computer.
From the outset Google has included “Don’t be evil” in its code of conduct,
and this has been reiterated as recently as this year. The company says: ‘We
believe strongly that in the long term, we will be better served – as shareholders and in all other ways – by a company that does good things for the
world even if we forgo some short-term gains.’
The name Google is a play on the mathematical expression for the number 1
followed by 100 zeros. It reflects the founders’ mission ‘to organise the
world’s information and make it universally accessible and useful.’ The
company’s huge campus, Googleplex is a tourist destination in the San
Francisco Bay Area and employs over 60,000 people.
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meeting and no crime figures were available.

HOLY MATRIMONY

There had been a speeding complaint from members of the public and it had
been put on twitter. The Clerk would write to the Local Police Officer, PC
Le’Clere.

We sent our Best Wishes to:-

Footway Lighting: Councillor Davis from the lighting committee met with
Andy from Highline. The lighting upgrade at Park Hall will soon be
completed. The contractors will then move into the village to install the rest.
Whittington Cemetery: The grass cutting is now being managed by a
different contractor; it was commented that the grass had never been left in
as bad a state as it was recently.
Whittington Together: Councillor Johnson was to have a meeting on the
18th August regarding the future planned events. There is good community
spirit with a lot of people supporting the cause. A £2,060.00 Lottery Grant is
hopefully expected.
Whittington Play Area: The report of the Royal Society for the Protection
against Accidents is due shortly.

14th July 2018

John Andrew Cartwright
and Amy Louise Clews both of Bailey St, Oswestry
Communicants for the month……...…230
Attendance for the month……….........267
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
THANK YOU

The weather was perfect and the position of our Bottle Stall, outside the
Horticultural marquee, at Oswestry Show on August 4th was extremely good.
Our thanks to the generosity of those who donated bottles and those who
gave their time on the stand; your selling skills were marvellous so we were
sold out by 3:15pm and had raised £693 for church funds. Thank you all.
Lindsay Rutherford & Mark Jones
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

FRIDAY 28th SEPTEMBER

Garden of Remembrance: It was noted that it needs tidying up a bit.
Whittington Castle: It was noted that the area is looking untidy at the
moment; the grass needs strimming and tidying away. I volunteered to help
Councillor Davis, who will make the arrangements.
Shropshire Councillor Steve Charmley: Councillor Charmley advised the
meeting that Highways were behind on mending potholes; however in Park
Hall all the potholes along Inglis Road and Drenewyyd have been repaired.
Some changes to the development behind the school have been made.
Councillor Charmley also advised that he had been to 10 Downing Street.
Youth Club for Whittington: Councillor Ian Johnson shared his thoughts
regarding the idea of a Whittington Youth Club with the other Councillors
present. There were various options open including a meeting with TNS,
who provide things to do. Ian would feed back his thoughts on this subject in
August.
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WHITTINGTON SENIOR
CITIZENS’ HALL
10:30am-12:00noon
The supporters of MacMillan Cancer Support are once again holding a

COFFEE MORNING
There will be a Raffle, Tombola Stall, Cake and Provisions Stall and a
Book Stall. Entrance is BY DONATION to the cause.
All proceeds go to help patients and their families in the local area
SO COME ALONG AND ENJOY - EVERYONE IS WELCOME
Rita Moir
7

Learning to Pray
Anyone who has tried to pray knows that it is not always easy.
Down the centuries many books have been written on prayer
and some of them have survived the test of time. Over the next
few months I hope to have a look at some of these classics of the Christian
tradition. Our first discussion will be on The Imitation of Christ -a fifteenth
century book that has never been out of print since its first appearance. Our
hour together will not be very complicated – I will give a short introduction
to the book and then invite discussion on a selection of short and practical
paragraphs chosen and photocopied by me; all are welcome.
7:30pm Thursday 27th September at 10 Boot Street
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

COMMISSIONING
of MATT BARKLEY
as the

OSWESTRY RURAL YOUTH CHURCH
PIONEER MINISTER
2ND SEPTEMBER 2018
AT ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH,
WHITTINGTON
This Venture for Young People will be a
Joyful Celebration for All Ages




4.00 All Age Activities
4.30 Commissioning by the Archdeacon of Salop
5.10 Refreshments

YOU ARE VERY WARMLY INVITED TO JOIN US FOR THIS
SPECIAL EVENT
8

Whittington Parish Council News,
Meeting held on 26th July 2018
There were seven Parish Councillors, the Clerk, and two members of the
public at the meeting.
Defibrillator: There are to be two training events for those interested in
learning how to use it. These will be held on the 4th and 25th of August,
those interested should contact the Clerk.
Your Local Police Officer and Community Support Officers Contact
numbers: Local Police Officer: - PC 3718 Kate Le’Clere – 07792 774 024
Police Community Support Officers: - PCSO 6412 Dave Hughes – O7816
172 510; and PCSO 40279 Pete Roberts – O7792774047
About your Team: Safer Neighbourhood Teams work with local people and
partners to identify, tackle and solve issues that matter to the community
where you live. Making neighbourhoods safer by cutting day to day crime
and anti-social behaviour is at the heart of keeping people in West Mercia
safe. Thanks to an investment in mobile tablet style computers, these will
enable officers to spend more time on patrol on the street and in
neighbourhoods. Officers will continue to come to people when they need
them and provide a high quality service however you contact us - in person
(on the street, at community bases and at partners and communities together
[PACT] meetings), on the phone or online.
Get in touch - 101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime
 oswestryrn.snt @westmercia.pnn.police.uk
 www.westmercia.police.uk
/
@Oscops - Only call 999 in an emergency, when a crime is in
progress or life is in danger.
In the event of a Police emergency call 999 for urgent attention; or ring 101
for non-emergency calls. The Police mobile numbers above will only be
answered if the Officer is on duty. If your call is not answered please leave
your name, number and a brief message. The Officer will respond at their
earliest convenience when they are next on duty.
Unfortunately, there was no one from the police available to attend the
29

CHILDREN’S PAGE

DEFIBRILLATOR TRAINING
The village defibrillator training sessions took place on 4th and 25th August
and were well received by all the participants who asked for a crib sheet of
the main points; so we have uploaded it to the Council web-page for anyone
who may ever need to use it – https://whittingtonpc.com/; we will also post it
on our notice boards.
The Council would like to thank Gill Roberts and the Senior Citizens for
allowing the defibrillator to be sited at the hall, and providing the room for
the training. The British Heart Foundation gave the defibrillator grant on the
understanding that it would be kept in an unlocked cabinet for easy access. If
anyone passing through the village sees anything amiss with the cabinet
please let Amy Jones, the Parish Clerk, know as a matter of urgency.
Jill Whitby - Parish Council Chair
WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50’s Club – Recycled Teenagers
By the time you read this the poppy tribute will have been completed and
displayed at the Whittington Together Summer Fete, I hope you managed to
get there and see it; thank you again to everyone who joined in the appeal.
On the last Wednesday of the Summer school term we, once again, invited
year 6 school leavers to a lunch. They arrived all dressed in their finery;
many of the boys wore three-piece suits and the girls “prom” type dresses, in
many colours. They were accompanied by three members of staff together
with the Head Teacher, Mr Rogers. Mrs Margaret Hulson, a retired deputyhead at the school was also in attendance; Mrs Joan Evans, another retired
teacher, was also expected, but had to cancel at the last moment. I expect
there are many people living in Whittington who remember being taught by
Mrs Evans and Mrs Hulson. Rev Jassica also came along and helped to serve
the lunches and mingle with the children.
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On August 7th we held a ‘Ploughman’s Lunch’ at the Hall; seventeen
members, five committee and Ebony, Mary’s grand-daughter, enjoyed a
meal of cheese, pork pie, bread rolls (baked by Frances and Sue), pickles etc
followed by apple strudel and ice cream. We also had a birthday cake to
celebrate Jack’s 91st birthday; we hope he will have many more.
9

There will be an afternoon tea at the hall on Friday 21st September to
celebrate a GOLDEN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY; the tea will be at
3:00pm.
The lunch at the White Lion this month will be on Tuesday 25th September;
please contact Val Hayward on 01691 662434 if you would like to join us. If
you are a regular at the lunches, please let Val know if you are unable to
attend for any reason. The cost of the two course roast lunch is currently
£7.50, and includes tea or coffee.
We had planned to visit Chester in September, but unfortunately it had to be
cancelled due to lack of interest; we realise that the summer months are often
very busy with holidays or other commitments.
On October 2nd we will be holding our Harvest Lunch with a short service at
12:00 noon first, followed by the lunch. On November 30th we will hold a
Mince Pie and Coffee Morning; and people are welcome to have a table from
which to sell items.
Michelle Rose, who has held ballet classes at the hall for several years, has
decided to move nearer her family and has handed over her class to Ms Ellie
Moss who will continue holding lessons at the hall on Thursday afternoons
after school. We thank Michelle for her support in using the hall and wish
her and her husband best wishes for their future.
If you are interested in joining the club then please do get in touch with Val,
Marion or myself – it is never too late to join us.
Committee Members: President: Val Hayward; Vice President: Veronica
Hargraves; Secretary: Gill Roberts; Treasurer: Marion Lycett; Committee
Members: Frances Savage, Sue Dyke, Glenys Shuker, Mary Tomkins
Gill Roberts – 01691 662236
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Baby on way – 999 Caller: ‘Help! My wife has gone into labour and her
contractions are four minutes apart!’
999 Operator: ‘Is this her first child?’
999 Caller: ‘Of course not, you idiot! This is her husband!’
Duty: what you expect from other people – Oscar Wilde
10

AUSTRALIAN WELSH MALE VOUCE CHOIR & GUEST
The Australian Welsh Male Choir is a choir of approximately 60 members
singing in the spirit of the great male choirs of Wales. We sing in four-part
harmony in the traditional format, and recently celebrated our 45th
Anniversary. We rehearse either in Frankston or the nearby city of
Melbourne.
In 1984 the Choir toured the United Kingdom and became the first Choir
from outside Wales to sing at the 1000 Voice Festival of Male Choirs at the
Royal Albert Hall in London. During the tour, members of the Association
of Welsh Male Choirs were so impressed by the Choir’s singing of
traditional songs in the Welsh language, that the Choir was invited to
become a member of the Association. In doing so, it became the first Choir
from outside Wales to be offered such an honour. They returned to the UK
for a Concert Tour and an appearance at the Royal Albert Hall in 1988 where
they performed for the first time ever as a solo Welsh Choir. In 2005 the
choir sang in the Sydney Opera House as part of a concert combining choirs
from Australia and overseas. They have returned to the UK several times
since1988, the last time being in 2015.
The Choir has recently returned from a very successful tour to Taiwan,
China and Hong Kong and we are touring Scotland, England and Wales in
October this year, culminating in another performance, with many other
choirs, at the Royal Albert Hall.
Ayşe Göknur Shanal is an Australian soprano travelling with the AWMC.
She was born in Brisbane and has won many awards including the Australian
Singing Competition, Dame Joan Sutherland Scholarship and Award, Opera
Foundation’s Metropolitan Opera Award (New York), Queen’s Trust for
Young Australians, Symphony Australia’s Young Performers Award Vocal
Category and the Australian Music Foundation Award (London). She studied
at the Royal College of Music, in London, Sydney Conservatorium of Music
and Metropolitan Opera’s Lindemann Young Artist Development Program,
in New York.
As a soloist, Ayşe has appeared with the Symphony Orchestra in Sydney,
West Australia, Melbourne and Adelaide, and with the Sydney Sinfonia. She
has also performed with Opera Australia’s touring company, OzOpera.
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Australian Welsh Male Voice Choir
&
Orthopaedic Male Voice Choir
Joint Concert
With Guest Artist

Ayşe Göknur Shanal
(Soprano)
In Aid Of

and

IN ANOTHER LIFE
Some may call me nosey – I prefer interested/curious – about the people I
meet. Thanks to the NHS, and advances in medicine, we are all living longer
and it can be so easy just to see others as we see them now; particularly the
elderly amongst us. We forget that they have a past, often a very interesting
one, and as one friend said to me when discussing it ‘it is sad that we often
learn things about an acquaintance at their funeral which we would have
liked to talk to them about’.
So calling on our older readers – what did you do? Did you have a very
ordinary job where you saw great changes during your working life? Did you
grow up somewhere totally different to a quiet village in a rural part of our
country? Perhaps outside of work you volunteered for something that made a
difference? Perhaps your work just gave you the satisfaction of helping
others? Did you travel a lot and witness many changes? Or maybe you were
in at the birth of a company now known nationally or internationally?
We would like to hear from those still working as well – is what you are
doing making a difference to someone, somewhere?
If you need help writing your story, that help is available – please get in
touch with the editor (page 1).

WEDNESDAY 3rd OCTOBER

Our first contributor, a lady, sits quietly in a pew on a Sunday morning; here
are some clues!

7:30pm
in Whittington Parish Church
Tickets: £10
Available from:
Hospital Choir Members & League of Friends Shop
Very limited number on the night – get yours now!
26

Read about the link next month
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Hearing is not believing – A wise schoolteacher sent this
note to all parents on the first day of school: ‘If you
promise not to believe everything your child says happens
at school, I’ll promise not to believe everything he or she
says happens at home.’

11

Diary of a Momentous Year: August 1918:
Surviving – and singing – in the trenches
Modern people, distraught if deprived of ‘all mod cons’,
must be baffled how men survived year after year of
living much of the time in the trenches of the
Western Front. For month after month everything was ankle deep in mud.
These were their living quarters, complete with primitive toilet
arrangements, permanent damp, rats and trench foot – and that’s before one
mentions the enemy’s constant shelling.
There were, of course, moments of respite at rest centres behind the lines –
and there was always the coveted hope of a ‘blighty’, a wound that was not
too serious but would mean treatment back in the UK. ‘Blighty’ was an Urdu
word passed on by soldiers who had served in India – it means ‘European’,
or in this case ‘home’.
Some men, it’s true, succumbed to what was called ‘shell shock – traumatic
stress syndrome. But the amazing fact is that most not only survived the
trench conditions and the ever-present danger, but even looked back on it as
a significant experience to be proud of. How on earth did they do it?
My answer, largely based on things I heard from my father and his war-time
colleagues, centred on two experiences: songs, and camaraderie. When they
marched and sang ‘Pack up your troubles in your old kit bag’ and called on
each other to ‘smile, boys, smile’, they were celebrating being part of a
strange and exhilarating brotherhood. Humour was rife in the trenches, much
of it about the sheer awfulness of their situation. The ‘Wiper’s Times’, a
newspaper produced by soldiers in Ypres, can still make us laugh, as its
recent revival on stage has proved.
It was the camaraderie – the sense of belonging to an exclusive ‘club’ –
which made the humour possible and authenticated the songs. It was a
profound feeling of belonging which made the impossible bearable. There
was, one must add, a third element in trench survival: the chaplains and the
Salvation Army. I never heard a single veteran discount their value, right
there in the heart of things, offering a prayer, yes, but also tea and cakes and
understanding. Of course the soldiers hated the war, the loss of comrades, the
relentless months of deadly danger. But their songs and memories also told
another story, which we should not forget.
12
Canon David Winter

the grounds, visits to the local second-hand bookshops and much silent
meditation in one’s room. I attended the final session in order to congratulate
the leader for his magnificent course, was effusive in my comments on those
wretched evaluation forms and on my return wrote a letter of thanks to the
bishop for having thought I was worthy of receiving pre-retirement training
– while also noting that I was sure it would be of use when I begin to make
plans for that happy event in a few decades time.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace

Coffee & Company
Come and Enjoy
a
Cup of Coffee or Tea
and a chat
in
Whittington Church - Thursday 27th September
10:00am – 12:00noon

All are very welcome - Entrance is free
Voluntary Donations to the Church
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Bigger (but not necessarily better!) in America – We all know about the
American preference for bigger cars and houses; but they even like their
churches to be bigger. More than half of American churchgoers attend one
of the 1,600 mega-churches; each with at least 2,000 in attendance
.
The five largest American churches are beyond imagining in a UK context:
Lakewood Church, Houston, Texas with 43,500 weekly; North Point
Community Church, Alphabet, Georgia, with 30,700 weekly; Life.Church,
Edmond, Oklahoma, with 30,000 weekly; Gateway Church, Southlake,
Texas with 28,000 weekly and Willow Creek Community Church, South
Barrington, Illinois with 25,750 weekly. However their pastors feel that
while existing mega-churches will continue, the trend is for simpler, more
traditional, smaller congregations.
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On how to make the most of that diocesan ‘residential course’
The Rectory
St. James the Least of All

Postscript: The Meuse-Argonne Offensive took place from the 26th
September to 11th November 1918 in France. It was the last major battle of
World War 1, and the American Expeditionary Force’s largest and bloodiest
operation of the war – it was an Allied victory.

My dear Nephew Darren
Your enthusiasm for attending training courses has,
until now, baffled me. Why should you want to
become a better preacher, when congregations only
use the sermon for catching up on lost sleep? What more do you need to
learn about time management than being able to recognise those fixed points
of 12:30pm for the pre-luncheon sherry and 6:00pm for a stiff gin? And what
is the point of learning about how to lead Bible study groups when all you
will end up discussing is who failed to provide flowers for the altar last
Sunday?
But after this last week, dear boy, I take it all back. The bishop sent me on a
week’s pre-retirement course. Of course, he was dropping hints, but until I
reach my century, I have little intention of relinquishing a vocation to
annoying parishioners and frustrating the plans of bishops. What else, after
all, is parish ministry about?
The first move is to arrive early, receive your room allocation and then
discard it. Tour the whole establishment, find the best room and then unpack
and make sure your dog is nicely settled in the centre of the bed, just in time
for the arrival of the intended occupant. I naturally apologise effusively for
my innocent mistake, begin to remove possessions and dog while hoping that
he will excuse all the hairs on his bed. This ensures that he magnanimously
offers to take your original room.
At the first session, you need to establish the ground rules – and with a
course leader, who in my opinion, should still have been wearing short
trousers, it was all too easy. You make it clear that you are extremely deaf
and so all the lectures will, sadly, be wasted on you. You also add that you
will need some time alone to prepare for a surfeit of funerals which
inexplicably all came in the day before you left and that you also will need
time out to exercise your dog.
By the end of that first session, you will have accounted for your absence for
the rest of the week. In my case, it passed delightfully with gentle strolls in
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HARVEST LUNCH
On

Sunday 7th October
In the

Senior Citizens’ Hall
12:30 for 1:00pm
Tickets £10 Adults - £5 Children 12 and under
Tickets now available from the Churchwardens
A BAR WILL BE AVAILABLE
RAFFLE in aid of Church Restoration Appeal
Better than your average young swimmer!
The youngest person to swim the English
Channel was a British boy, Tom Gregory, who
was 11 years and 336 days old when he did it
30 years ago on 6th September 1988. Tom was
trained for the event by the legendary John Bullet, who ran the local pool in
Eltham, south-east London. Tom, who now has a senior job in the City,
describes him as someone who changed people’s lives. Tragically he died
shortly after Tom’s success. The Eltham club focused on Channel swimming
13

and organised relays and other record attempts. Another club member, 12year-old Marcus Hooper, had been the youngest successful Channel
swimmer before Tom. Under-16s have since been banned from attempting it.
Tom said that cold was the biggest danger for swimmers; so part of his
training was avoiding hot baths or showers for months and sleeping under a
single sheet with the window open.
From Cap Gris Nez in France to Dover is 20 miles, but Tom’s route was
nearer 30 because of the tides. When he reached the shore he was required to
take three steps unaided: he succeeded on the third attempt. His time was 11
hours and 54 minutes – exactly 11.9 hours for someone who was 11.9 years
old.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

4:00pm Sunday 30 September, Whittington Church

Messy Church
for Harvest
 We begin with crafts and activities
 At 4:30pm we gather for a short act of
worship with songs and a story
 We end with sandwiches, cakes and drinks for all to share
 We will be collecting donations of packaged food or
money for Oswestry and Borders Food Bank

Everyone welcome
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Did you find the 30 Books of the Bible in the passage provided in the
August magazine?
The piece originally appeared in the East Leicester Fellowship of United
Reformed Churches. The books of the Bible, as they appear in the quiz, are
as follows: Amos, Mark, Luke, John, Joel, Judges, Job, Hebrews, Esther,
Acts, James, Ruth, Romans, Titus, Matthew, Genesis, Philemon (spelt
Phillemon in quiz), Chronicles, Daniel, Nahum, Hosea, Lamentations,
Revelation, Timothy, Samuel, Numbers, Malachi, Peter, Exodus, Kings.
Well done if you found them all.
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SEPTEMBER at Whittington Castle
Car Boot Sale – Cars from 8:30am
£5 per car – sorry NO trade stands –
open 9-ish. No need to book, just turn
up from 8:15am onwards
nd
2 Sept
Green Fair – Join our Green Fair which will include
Conservation groups, including the Shropshire Wildlife
Trust; also practical demonstrations for children including
Tree planting and owl pellet investigation. There will also be
trade stands and gift stalls – FREE entrance; just £1 to park.
9th Sept
House of the Blackstar Medieval Living History Day –
Living history displays, talks and games – FREE entrance;
just £1 to park.
15th/16th Sept Mercenaries of Mercia/ Whittington Guild – Living
History Weekend – Heritage Open Day tours, weapon
displays, skirmishes and cookery demonstrations – FREE
entrance; just £1 to park.
th
15 Sept
Paranormal Investigation of Whittington Castle - Charity
fundraising event for the Castle from 8:00pm till Midnight.
Join us, if you dare, on a night of “Ghost Hunting”.
Refreshments (tea/coffee and light refreshments) are
included along with group vigils and equipment will be
provided. Cost £35 per person (over 18’s only); ring to
reserve a ticket on 01691 662500. (So far every group
who has conducted an investigation have never been
disappointed in the activity we encounter.)
23rd Sept
Car Boot Sale – Cars from 8:30am £5 per car – sorry NO
trade stands – open 9-ish. No need to book, just turn up from
8:15am onwards
2nd Sept

Sue Ellis, Castle Manager – Telephone 01691 662500
E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk
Website: ww.whittingtoncastle.co.uk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Call anytime – A minister assured his congregation that they should feel
free to call him anytime they had a problem. That night his phone rang at
3:00am. On the other end was a dear elderly lady who said, ‘I can’t sleep.’
‘I’m so sorry to hear that,’ he comforted her. ‘But what can I do about it?’
She sweetly replied, ‘Preach to me a while’.
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AUGUST QUIZ ANSWERS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

Eden
Maclean
Yul Brynner
Gloucester
“Neighbours”
Swimming
George Orwell
Natalie Imbruglia
Romans
Alan Curbishley
Canada
Shaw
40s
“Post”
Gaye
Wade
Bernard Shaw
David Copperfield
White
Hyde Park
LXXI
“The Sweeney”
11th September
April
Albatross
Diary
Hippos
Piano
Auction
1990s
“Till Death Us Do Part”
Saddam Hussein
Wolseley
“Fisher”

I’m addicted to seaweed –
I must seek kelp
22

Adding Mother’s name to
Marriage Certificates
In the March 2018 Ripple I wrote that
Dr Alan Smith, Bishop of St Albans,
previously Bishop of Shrewsbury, called
for the mother’s name to be added to the
Marriage Certificate. That Bill has now
been passed by the House of Lords and
The Registration of Marriage Bill,
which would also introduce electronic
marriage registers, now moves to the
House of Commons to be considered by
MPs. It is the first time a Bishop’s
Private Member’s Bill has proceeded to
the House of Commons in more than
twenty years.
Dr Smith said: ‘As someone who has
performed hundreds of marriages, it has
always seemed shocking to me that
mothers are systematically overlooked.
‘This injustice dates to 1837 when
children were viewed as a father’s
property and little consideration was
given to women. In this centenary year
of women’s suffrage it is time to make
this long overdue change. ‘I am pleased
to have had the backing not only of
Peers and many in the Church, but a
huge number of others, including tens of
thousands who have signed public
petitions, campaigners for women’s
equality, and even genealogists.
‘MPs from all parties support the aims
of this Bill. I hope and expect the
Government to treat it as a legislative
priority when it comes to the Commons
this autumn, and urge MPs to give it
their approval.’

Remembrance100
On Sunday, 11th November 2018, people around the country will observe
Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Day, the centenary of the end of World
War 1. Remembrance100 has been set up by HOPE, in partnership with a
cross section of Christian denominations and ministries, to help churches
bring communities together to mark the centenary and there are many ways
in which communities, churches or schools can get involved.
21st/22nd September: there will be an event for peace in London’s Trafalgar
Square linked to the United Nations International Day of Peace.
5th – 9th November: Schools will mark a week of peace before the
Remembrance weekend.
11th November: There will be Remembrance Services around the country.
Many will be followed by Peace Parties.
December: Peace Awards will be presented
As details become available, the resources will be here:
www.remembrance100.co.uk
There will be:
• A pocket-sized booklet to give to all those attending Remembrance events,
including a special prayer written by the Archbishop of Canterbury
• A book and social media campaign with 100 prayers for peace and actions
for peace-makers.
• A guide on how to hold a peace party for your community
• Ideas on holding a local Peace Awards ceremony linked with the Peace
Alliance, which is run by Rev Nims Bunge MBE, Deputy Lieutenant for
Greater London.
• A short video from Bible Society based on Revelation 21:3-4 and verses
about peace, to show at your Remembrance Day event.
• Ways in which young people can get involved.
Lots of organisations and denominations are working together to provide
resources for local churches and communities. These include HOPE, the
Church of England, the Methodist Church, the United Reformed Church,
Christian Vision for Men, the Bible Society, Scripture Union, SGM
Lifewords, Tearfund, World Prayer Centre, the Armed Forces Christian
Union, the Armed Forces Chaplains, and others.
Desk: a waste-paper basket with drawers

15

WHITTINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

Nine happy, lively WI Ladies went on an interesting jaunt in August, not
very far but to an interesting and unexplored venue - the Shrewsbury
Museum and Art Gallery. They had a wonderful opportunity to visit the
Titanic Exhibition. It was well worth the visit not least as the ladies then
enjoyed delicious cake and coffee in the pleasant cafe.
The ladies also enjoyed a leisurely lunch at ASK, an Italian restaurant in
Shrewsbury, and were able to spend time chatting and catching up with the
news. The ‘news’ was extremely interesting because much talk focused on
Whittington WI’s successful outcome at the Oswestry Show, where they
came SECOND for their table top display, featuring items related to
Scotland.

14 ‘Each one should — his own actions’(Galatians6:4)(4)
15 Among the items imported by Solomon’s fleet of trading ships (1 Kings
10:22) (4)
18 ‘But I am afraid that just —— was deceived by the serpent’s cunning,
your minds may somehow be led astray’ (2 Corinthians 11:3) (2,3)
20 Outstanding 18th-century hymn writer, — Watts(5)
21 One of the four sons of Asher(Genesis46:17)(5)
22 Be distressed(Proverbs24:19)(4)
23 He was the father of Gaal, who threatened rebellion against Abimelech
(Judges 9:28) (4)

The next meeting of the WI will be on Thursday 13th September and this will
be our ‘in-house’ autumn show. Members are asked to bring their entries to
the hall between 4:00-5:00pm for judging. The meeting will then start at
7:30pm.
Jo Goodall
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Whittington Book Club
Whittington WI are looking into the feasibility of starting
up a village Book Club. It will be open to all, both men
and women, and will meet monthly in the function room
at Whittington Castle. Sue Ellis has kindly given us free use of the room, so
the cost will be just your tea/ coffee/ cake in the cafe afterwards and £1 to
park in the castle car park. We will be running the book club in association
with Shropshire Libraries who will provide the books monthly. The start up
cost of this will be met by Whittington WI.
The first meeting of the Book Club will be held in the Castle on Friday 14th
September at 10:30am, when we will short-list our choice of books from the
catalogue for the coming year. So come along, meet new friends and explore
new books, you will be most welcome.
Sandy Wilson
Whittington WI President
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Children seldom misquote you. In fact, they usually repeat word for word
what you shouldn’t have said.
21

SOME OF THE OSWESTRY LIBRARY EVENTS IN SEPTEMBER

ACROSS:
1 ‘Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders — in vain’ (Psalm 127:1)
4 Season of the year (Psalm 84:6) (6)
(6)
7 ‘My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. — here and
keep watch with me’ (Matthew 26:38) (4)
8 It came over the whole land from the sixth to the ninth hour on the first
Good Friday (Luke 23:44) (8)
9 Paul invariably did this in the synagogues he visited on his missionary
journeys (Acts 17:2) (8)
13 ‘It is God who works in you to will and to — according to his good
purpose’ (Philippians 2:13) (3)
16 Members of the Church of Scotland (13)
17 ‘Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountain side and —
down’ (Matthew 5:1) (3)
19 Mock(Luke14:29)(8)
24 Disgrace(Psalm44:13)(8)
25 First month of the Hebrew calendar (Exodus13:4)(4)
26 Christianity of the Britons before Augustine arrived from Rome(6)
27 Mean (Numbers 35:23)(6)
DOWN:
1 ‘Whoever finds his life will — it’ (Matthew 10:39) (4)
2 ‘My lord the king, let the — — on me and on my father’s family, and let
the king and his throne be without guilt’ (2 Samuel 14:9) (5,4)
3 O raid (anag.) (5)
4 ‘If two of you on earth — about anything you ask for, it will be done for
you by my Father in heaven’ (Matthew 18:19) (5)
5 Take care of (1 Samuel 17:15) (4)
6 What the older son heard as he came near the house the day his prodigal
brother came home (Luke 15:25) (5)
10 ‘Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of
yourself with — judgment’ (Romans 12:3) (5)
11 Do ten(anag.)(5)
12 Architectural style first used in Greek temples in the sixth century BC (5)
13 Capable of being used(1Kings7:36)(9)
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Sat 1st Sept: 10:00am-1:00pm – Board Game Café! Lots of games to try Café run by Oswestry Guide Dogs Group. Free, no booking required
2:00-3:00pm – Magic Show with Rob Spinks! Join Rob
Spinks from ‘Bricks And Tricks’ for a spell-binding hour of marvellous
magic! £3 per child, booking essential
Tues 4th Sept: 11:00am – Poetry Writing Workshop with author Dave
Andrews – no pre-booking necessary
Thurs 6th Sept: 12:30-1:30pm – Join Dave Andrews for the fascinating
story of Susan Owen – Wilfred Owen’s remarkable mother – Free
Fri 7th/14th/21st/28th Sept: 11:00am-12:00noon Singing for Health with
Chloe Murray! Relax and discover how Singing for Health can help support
your health and wellbeing. No previous experience or talent required! Chloe
is a professional community choir leader in Shropshire and Mid-Wales –
£6.50 per session or £20 for block of 4 sessions (pre-booking essential)
Sat 8th/22nd Sept: 2:00-3:00pm – Defibrillator Training with St John’s
Ambulance – useful if you missed the Whittington sessions – Free
Tues 11th Sept: 2:00-4:00pm – Lip-reading Taster drop-in – Free
Wed 12th Sept: 11:00am-12:00noon The Story of the Castle Excavations:
A talk by Roger Cooper – Free
12:30-1:30pm A Woman’s Voice, with P.J.Roscoe – The
suffragettes fought for women's rights. But just how bad was it? How far do
you think women have come in a hundred years? Author P. J. Roscoe bases
this talk on research for her novel ‘Diary of Margery Blake’ – Free –
Booking essential
2:00pm Talk by Pete Williamson, founder of the
Oswestry Astrological Society – Free
Thurs 13th Sept – 5:00pm – Closing date of Heritage Open Days
‘Oswestry Women’ Poetry Competition: The competition theme is
‘Extraordinary Women of Oswestry’ – more details from Library staff. All
entries to be handed in with a completed entry form attached, at either
Oswestry Library or Oswestry Museum
Tues 25th Sept: 12:30-1:30pm – Three Poets, with Wendy Lowdon – An
appreciation of 3 poems by three WW1 poets, more details from Library
staff – £3 per ticket – Booking Essential
Thurs 27th Sept: 12:30-1:30pm – The Oswestry Heritage Comics, with
John Swogger. A talk about his year-long series of newspaper comic strips
in the Oswestry Advertizer – £3 per ticket – Booking essential
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH

Scruffy
Scruffy is a little dog
He’s less than one foot tall
His hair, all sticky-outy,
Doesn’t make him look less small.
But for all his lack of inches
What sets our Scruff apart –
Within his doggy ribcage
There beats a lion’s heart.

BEETROOT CHUTNEY
1kg fresh beetroot peeled and diced
(wear gloves to avoid staining your hands for weeks!)
1 large onion chopped
450ml red wine vinegar
200g granulated sugar
200g Demerara sugar
pinch of salt
grind of black pepper
3 heaped tbsp strong horseradish sauce

For Scruffy loves his Master
He loves his Mistress, too!
To keep them safe from danger
There’s nothing he won’t do!
Some dogs are loud and barky
Some dogs are not so cute,
Some half the size of horses –
He doesn’t give a hoot!
If Scruffy senses trouble
His courage does not lack
He growls and barks and races
Straight into the attack!
Twelve inches of pure fury
The fiercest, big or small
Turn tail and flee for safety
They don’t like that at all!
Despite his fearless ardour
His vigil, night and day
To keep his folk from danger
And trouble, come what may.
What thanks for all his courage?
What prize, for all that slog?
No! All he gets from Master:
“Be quiet, you stupid dog!”
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Nigel Beeton

Put all the ingredients in a large (preferably heavy bottomed) saucepan and
bring to the boil. Turn the heat down to a simmer and cook for a further 60
minutes until all the beetroot is soft.
When cool the chutney can be eaten straight away, in which case just place
covered in the fridge and use within three days.
If you want to make a preserve then the easiest way is to put the jars and lids
in the dishwasher (if you have one), on a hot wash to sterilise them inside
and out. Put the hot chutney straight in and screw the lids on tightly. This
will now keep for up to 12 weeks.
SWEET APPLE RELISH
25g butter
2 eating apples peeled, cored and chopped into 5mm dice
50g caster sugar
25ml sherry vinegar
75ml red wine
pinch of salt
Melt the butter in a saucepan on a medium heat. When it begins to foam add
the apples and cook for 2-3 minutes or until the apples turn slightly golden
around the edges.
Add the remaining ingredients, stir thoroughly and cook over a low-medium
heat for 10-20 minutes until reduced or jam-like, with the apples cooked
thoroughly but not mushy.
Allow to cool before serving, or store in a sterilised jar (as above)
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